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CHAPTER I. 

The Organization and First Meeting of the Second Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge. — The Preliminaries. — Settlement 
OF the Niagara Difficult . 

Early in September of 182^, Bro. John JJean set to work to carry 
out the instructions of the Provincial Grand Master. As Grand 
Secretary, he evinced a skill with the pen that materially aided the 
plan of operations, and the result showed that in his selection the 
Provincial Grand Master had acted wisely and well. 

The first act was to notify the lodges, and with that end in view 
Bro. Dean issued a circular letter to all the lodges, wherever located 
in the province, to the following effect: — 

Bath, 7th Sept., 1822. 

To the Masters, Wardens, and Brethren of Lodge No. . In a circular 

dated 25th July last, I communicated to you, (as Secretary of the Convention,) 
information of the appointment of Simon McGillivray*, Ksq., to the office of 
Provincial Grand Master of this Province, and the probability of his summon- 
ing a Provincial Grand Lodge, and also of his intention of personally communi- 
cating with as many lodges as he could conveniently visit, which intention, 
from unavoidable circumstances, has been in some measure frustrated. 

Since that time the R. W. Prov. Grand Master has been pleased, for the 
purpose of summoning a meeting of the lodges in the Prov. Grand Lodge, to 
appoint me to the office of Provincial Grand Secretary, and in conformity to 
his orders I shall endeavour in as concise a manner as possible to give you 
such information as is necessary to illustrate the views of the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge, and of our R. W. Prov. Grand 
Master. 

It may be necessary in the first place to state that our late Prov. Grand 
Master, Bro. Jarvis, neglected to communicate to the Grand Lodge from 
which he derived his authority, any report of his proceedings, and from this 
unfortunate circumstance much difficulty has arisen, the Grand Lodge remain- 
ing ignorant of even the existence of our lodges, until our application to them. 
In consequence of which the M. W. G. Master has felt considerable difficulty 
in the mode of proceeding to accomplish the object of our application, and he 
could not appoint to the office of Prov. Grand Master a brother whose name 
did not appear on the registry of the United Grand Lodge, neither could a 
brother so appointed by the Grand Master regularly exercise jurisdiction over 
the lodges, until they should first be constituted by or acknowledge the 
authority and constitution of the Grand Lodge of England. The Most Wor- 
shipful Grand Master, being desirous to accede to our wishes, and conceiving 
that all difficulties might be obviated by the above appointment, was pleased 
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to make it, and give our R. Worshipful Grand Master instructions applicable 
to our case and directions to report his proceedings on his return to Kngland. 

The object of the Right Worshipful Grand Master in calling a Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge, being the regular re-organization of the Craft in the 
province (which cannot at the present be strictly considered regularly consti- 
tuted), under the authority of the United Grand Lodge of England, and by 
patent granted for that purpose by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, and 
as no lodge can hereafter have a constitutional power to work unless ob- 
tained through him, it becomes necessary to state the preliminary steps 
necessary for obtaining iuch constitutional power. 

Previous to your representatives being received in the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, a new dispensation will be necessary, in order to obtain which a peti- 
tion (a blank form of which you herewith have), signed by as many of your 
members as possible, and by seven at least, must be presented, accompanied 
by,— 

1. A copy of the warrant or dispensation under which the lodge has here- 
tofore acted. 

2. A list of the present actual subscribing members. 

3. A copy of your by-laws and regulations. 

4. A payment of lis. 8d. currency, for each member as the registering 
fee to the Grand Lodge, and a further payment of 7s. 3d., currency, each, 
for such members as may wish to obtain a Grand Lodge certificate. 

The Master or representative of each lodge must also bring up and ex- 
hibit the original warrant or dispensation under which it has acted. And 
upon complying with these regulations, the Right W^orshipful Provincial 
Grand Master will either grant a sanction for the same or a new dispensation, 
as the case may require, upon receiving which, and not before, the Master, 
Wardens and Past Masters of the lodge will be qualified to be admitted and 
to vote in the Grand Lodge. 

The following extract from the instructions conveyed to the Right W^or. 
Grand Master, through the Grand Secretary of the United Grand Lodge, 
will no doubt prove satisfactory, as in it privileges prayed for in the last com- 
munication from Convention are obtained. 

In respect to the lodges at present existing in Canada, and which, it is 
presumed, have been constituted by the late Brother Jarvis, the Grand 
Master proposes that those lodges should receive warrants of constitution 
from him, and that all the present members should be registered in the books 
of Grand Lodge. In this case the Grand Master will propose to the Grand 
Lodge that the several warrants of constitution for the existing lodges should 
be granted to them without the payment of the accustomed fee of five guineas, 
but the fee upon the registering of the brethren, los. 6d. sterling, each, cannot 
be dispensed with; also as follows: — In regard to 2s. sterling, per annum, 
from each subscribing member towards the general fund of benevolence, I 
beg to state, for the information of the brethren, that the Grand Lodge, feel- 
ing that the lodges in the colonies could not partake equally with others of 
its advantages, have resolved that the lodges should no longer be required to 
contribute towards it, but their members being registered should be entitled 
like all others to claim assistance from it." 

From the above extracts you will perceive that the brethren of this 
province are highly favoured, and that in compliance of our wishes a con- 
siderable part of the usual fees are remitted in the establishment of a Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge here. Five guineas being constitutionally required for 
each new warrant, los. sterling, annually from each member joining or 
initiated in another lodge. But from the brethren in this province the usual 
registering fee is all that is required by the United Grand Lodge From 
the above it IS evident that the most direct constitutional means have been 
used by the M. W. Grand Master to comply with our wishes, and that the 
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United Grand Lodge is disposed to place us on the most liberal footing by 
extending to us the benefits and privileges of Masonic and fraternal com- 
munication, unencumbered with exactions, and with no intention of drawing 
revenue from the connection. The above facts are stated agreeably to the 
orders of the R. W. Grand Master, given me for that purpose, and whose 
own words are principally used in the fulfilment of his instructions. The 
following are extracts from the constitution of the United Grand Lodge: — 

The appointment of this officer (Provincial Grand Master), for counties 
and for large and populous districts, is a prerogative of the Grand Master, 
by whom or in his absence by his Deputy, a patent may be granted during 
pleasure to such brother of eminence and ability in the Craft as may be 
thought worthy of the appointment. By this patent he is vested with rank 
and power in this particular district, similar to those possessed by the Grand 
Master himself. He shall be regularly installed at the first Provincial Grand 
Lodge after his appointment. 

He is empowered to appoint a Deputy and other Grand officers for his 
province, who must be resident and subscribing members of some lodge 
within the district. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge has the power of framing by-laws for its 
own government and of making regulations for the guidance of the private 
lodges of the province, provided that none of these are contrary to or in- 
consistent with the United Grand Lodge of Kngland. 

Having thus executed the orders received from the R. W. Grand Master 
and in a brief manner endeavoured to give such information as is necessary, 
it only remains to call your attention to the following summons, and I feel 
a pleasure in anticipating a prompt compliance with its requirements, which 
I am confident will be the case when I reflect upon my personal knowledge 
of the zeal which you have heretofore manifested in the cause, and the fair 
prospect of our most sanguine hopes being speedily realized, and that your 
lodge will be respectably represented. 

I remain, yours fraternally, 

John Dean, 
Provincial Grand Secretary. 

Bath, Sept, 7, 1822. 

The following- is the summons addressed to the lodges: — 

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of Lodge No. — 

In conformity to the orders of the Right Wor. Provincial Grand Master, 
you are hereby summoned to cause your lodge to be represented in the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, to be held at York, on Friday, the 20th instant. It 
is desirable that the representation should consist of the Worshipful Master, 
Wardens and Past Masters of your lodge, with your warrant and your re- 
spective jewels. 

Yours fraternally, 

John Dean, 
Provincial Grand Secretary. 

Bath, Sept. 7th, 1822. 

In order that every care might be taken to make the approach- 
ing meeting of the Craft thoroughly representative, and that none 
except those duly qualified should be admitted, the following letter of 
instruction was sent to the Provincial Grand Secretaries for their 
guidance in admitting brethren into the Provincial Grand Lodge. It 
was intended by the Provincial Grand Master that there should be 
two Provincial Grand Secretaries, hence the allusion to more than 
one in the instructions given. 
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York, 23rd September, 1823. 

From the liberal, condescending and brotherly consideration of the in- 
terests of Masonry in this province, manifested by the M. W. Grand Master 
in the appointment of the P. G. M., and in the instructions given to him, 
whereof the substance has been circulated by the Prov. Grand Secretary, 
and the printed letter bearing date the 7th inst., no other result could have 
been anticipated than that the mission of the Prov. Grand Master should 
have been received with feelings of fraternal cordiality and gratitude to the 
W- G. Master, and to the Grand Lodge of England. 

It is to be regretted that the notice of meeting of the Prov. Grand 
Lodge has been so short as perhaps to prevent some lodges in the remote 
parts of the province from being regularly represented, but this is of the less 
consequence, since lodges in that situation will have opportunities to come 
forward aereafter, and this exception cannot be pleaded in favour of lodges 
who have sent representatives or delegates to attend the meeting summoned 
by the Prov. Grand Master, and who have neglected or refused to take 
the necessary steps for duly qualifying them to be admitted and vote in the 
Prov. Grand Lodge. 

Since, therefore, it has become necessary to draw the line and to dis- 
criminate between those lodges who are disposed to promise strict obe- 
dience to the commands of the Grand Master, and the laws and regulations 
of the Grand Lodge/' and those who refuse such obedience, and who instead 
of receiving with becoming deference the constitution and submitting to the 
authority of the United Grand Lodge of England, seem to aim at setting vip 
some separate authority for themselves, it only remains for the regularly con- 
stituted authorities to exclude from the benefits and privileges of fraternal 
and Masonic communications all persons whom they shall find not regularly 
qualified to be admitted to the same. 

The Prov. Grand Secretaries are, therefore, hereby authorized and di- 
rected to station proper persons at the entrance of the Prov. Grand Lodge, 
and to admit no person whatsoever, excepting the Prov. Grand Officers, or 
those summoned to be appointed such, and the masters, past masters and 
wardens of the lodges regularly constituted by dispensation from 

Simon McGillivray. 

Prov. Grand Master. 

To the Prov. Grand Secretaries of U. C. 

These conditions were hardly those anticipated by the Niagara 
brethren, and complete submission to them was not to be expected 
at once. Bro. McGillivray, however, was a different man from Bro 
Jarvis. The latter was not an expert in executive ability, hesitating 
m action, and not over blessed with a knowledge of Masonic juris- 
prudence, while the former was well informed, and determined that no 
msmuations of hostility would change his purpose. Bro. McGillivray 
was firm, yet conciliatory, and in every way fitted for the task before 
Z^V ^ possessed great sagacity and knowledge of human nature 
which excellent gifts were supplemented by an intimate acquaintance 
with the system of Masonry he was re-establishing. 

All preliminaries having been arranged, the Provincial Grand 
Lodge met, and was constituted in the lodge room of lodee No 16 
at York, on Monday, 23rd September, 1832, and of the proceedings 
there is an accurate account in the MS. minutes. 

Bro. McGillivray had a personal advantage possessed by few in 
his mission to Canada. He was known bv his credentials as a Mason 
possessing the confidence of the highest authorities. And what was 
more important to a certain extent, he was well known to the leading 
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members of the mercantile community as a man of unblemished 
reputation and integrity — one who in deciding the merits of any ques- 
tion would render an impartial opinion and act with justice towards all 
concerned. 

The original date proposed for the assembly of the Craft at York 
was the 20th September, which was the day mentioned in the sum- 
monses for the meeting, but it was the 23rd before the second Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge was oreanized. 

The method of travel seventy years ago was comparatively primi- 
tive. The two streaks of iron and the right of way cut,'' a term 
jocularly applied to a modern railway, was a species of land trans- 
portation which had not then been introduced in Upper Canada. 
The murmur from the throat of the locomotive crossing the Jcon- 
cession road had not yet been heard in the land, so that when speed 
was desired for the tourist he had to be content with a seat in the 
stage coach, one of the many which ran east and west along the 
Kingston, Dundas, and other main roads, or with a berth on vessels 
like the Frontenac/' the only steamers which turned their wheels 
in the waters of Ontario's lake. 

R. W. Bro. McGillivray was prompt in his arrival at York. He 
made his home in the Ontario House," afterwards the Wellington 
Hotel," the leading hotel of the place, and the semi-annual resort of 
the Craft at the festivals of St. John. The brethren, however, were 
not so prompt in putting in an appearance. The leaders of the Craft, 
Bro. James Fitzgibbon, Bro. TUrquand, Bro. Thos. Ridout, the Hon. 
J. H. Dunn, Bro. John Beikie, and Bro. George Hillier, were in 
constant communication with Bro. McGillivray, and every point was 
discussed by them so that the approaching meeting should be 
successful in every regard. 

The brethren from the outlying provinces were slow in arriving, 
and on the morning of the :20th Bro. McGillivray, determined that he 
should have a full representation of the Craft, after conference with 
Bro. John Dean, decided to postpone the meeting until noon on the 
23rd September. 

Both Bros. Dean and Turquand had their time fully occupied 
in receiving the brethren- from the lodges, examining their credentials 
and arranging for the issue of the dispensations for those lodges pro- 
perly accredited. Kvery Mason in York seems to have been inter- 
ested in the coming event, and the Ontario House had a complement 
of Masonic visitors never before within its walls. 

R. W. Bro. McGillivray had been told by Bro. Dean that there 
were signs of a Craft storm in the air, and that it would require some 
tact to avoid trouble. Bro. McGillivray thought much but said little. 
He knew from what quarter he might expect opposition, and at once 
resolved that, while he would be courteous, as was his wont, he would 
also be firm. Therefore, on the morning of the 21st September, Bro. 
McGillivray was not surprised to receive a letter from a committee 
appointed by some of the western lodges asking an interview on 
Masonic matters. Bro. McGillivray had made up his mind that to 
receive them as Masons would not be politic, for he had been judi- 
ciovis in every sense in holding an even rein over both the Convention 
and Niagara brethren, so that one could in no sense have the advan- 
tage of the other. He accordingly d^'-^med to receive the committee 
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as Masons, but did not object to hear their statements as ^"dividua^^^^^ 
To this they agreed. Bro. Fitzgibbon, who resided at the Old ±^ort, 
within a few yards of the meeting place of the Queen s Rangers 
lodge, No. 3, in 1800, was sent for. Bro. John Dean as Provnicial 
Grand Secretarv, was as much in demand at the hotel by the mem- 
bers of the Craft as if he were a modern Grand Secretary, whose busi- 
ness it is never to sleep during a Grand Lodge meeting and at the 
same time to answer every imaginable question that can be fashioned 
by doubting brethren. 

The leader of the committee was a brother from the west — Ur, 
Charles Duncombe — who a few years later sought high position m 
the Craft. As Bro. McGillivray wrote to M. W. Bro., the Duke of 
Sussex, he possessed great fluency in talking.'' He hailed from an 
eloquent family, was a prominent politician, and subsequently a mem- 
ber of the Legislature of Upper Canada. 

The story of the interview is best told in Bro. McGillivray's 
report to the Grand Master of England. Briefly, these brethren 
objected to the appointment of a Provincial Grand Master by Eng- 
land. They had suffered, they said, so much in the past by the neglect 
of one so appointed that they did not purpose passing through the 
same experience with another. There was, it must be admitted, some 
reason in their objections. Then they objected to a further payment 
of registering fees. They had made payments to R. \V. Bro. Jarvis 
and to the Niagara Grand Lodge and twice was enough. A ques- 
tion b}^ Bro. McGillivray elicited the fact that Bro. Danby had received 
some of these moneys, and that they could not afford to pay again. 
Bro. McGillivray assured them that their fees should not be required 
a third time, and that the Hon. J. H. Dunn, the Receiver-General of 
the province, would be proposed as Grand Treasurer. Further he 
could make no concessions. He did not propose to enter into any 
negotiations or endeavor to persviade them one way or the other. 
His mission was to open for them a properly constituted Provincial 
Grand Lodge, which for years had been sought by the Canadian 
Craft. If they did not seize the present opportunity of coming in they 
would be excluded and would, therefore, be outside the pale of legiti- 
mate bodies. 

Bro. Duncombe then said that their lodge had not had time to 
prepare the necessary documents for submission as credentials of the 
proposed Grand Lodge, and that, moreover, they had not money to 
pay the required fees. Bro. McGillivray pointed out that it was not a 
question of money with him, that the lodges when duly assembled 
could settle that point, and that there was only one way in which dis- 
pensations could be procured. 

This closed the interview, and in the evening there was a general 
conference of the brethren representing the three lodges which had 
appointed Bro. Duncombe's committee. There is no report of what 
was done at this meeting. It was held in the Ontario House, where 
the delegates were sojourning, and it is understood that strong in- 
fluences were brought to bear by the eastern representatives, as^well 
as from some of the Niagara brethren, so that any further friction 
might be prevented. 

On Saturday night all the dispensations had been issued to lodges 
entitled to them, and Bro. Dean had been instructed to notify the 
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properly qualified deleg^ates to meet in the Masonic Hall in Market 
Lane on Monday, the 23rd September, at noon. This order was 
known all over York by Sunday evening, the 22nd, and on the morn- 
ing of the 23rd final arrangements were completed, the lodge room 
prepared and made ready for the event. 

The affable manner in which Bro. McGillivray had received the 
delegates under Dr. Duncombe, and the courteous yet firm resolve to 
do what was just in all questions wdiich should come before him, had 
not been withovit its effect on the committee who represented three 
of the western lodges. At the meeting on Saturday evening the 
situation was discussed, and, at least, one of the delegates felt that 
more faith should be placed in the word of the Provincial Grand 
INIaster. It w^as true that he had declined to accede to their demands 
but had given good reasons for such refusal. Other influences had 
also prevailed, and on Monda}^ — some claim Saturday night — the 
committee of delegates visited Bro. McGillivray, but in a different 
frame af mind from that displayed at the interview on Saturday. 
They had completely veered around from their former position, and 
not only declared their desire to take part in the meeting called for 
noon, but admitted that they had been misinformed as to the pro- 
posed action of the Provincial Grand Master, and that in asking 
admission to the meeting they were willing to aid, by their influence, 
in the w^ork. Bro. ]\IcGillivray explained that he could not agree to 
admit them as delegates, unless with proper credentials from the lodge 
which they claimed to represent. Whereupon one of the delegates, 
supposed to be from Union lodge at Dundas, produced authority 
from that lodge, on which Bro. McGillivray directed Bro. Dean to 
issue a dispensation, but Bro. David Curtis from King Hiram lodge 
at Oxford (Ingersoll), and Bro. Duncombe from Mount Moriah lodge 
at Westminster, not having credentials from their respective lodges, 
which rendered them unqvialified, Bro. AIcGillivray stated that he 
could not deviate from the procedure laid down. On this the two 
brethren, more persistent than ever, requested to be admitted as 
visitors. But the Provincial Grand Master still objected, wdien Bro. 
Duncombe, w^ho w^as a P. M. of an American jurisdiction, thought 
that on that ground he should be admitted, but on being asked for 
proof of his claim he averred that he had none in his possession. 

Then Bro. McGillivray, seeing that he had gained all the points 
he had raised, wisely and with infinite tact, receded from his fixed 
intention, inasmuch as he desired to show the discontented lodges 
that he desired the general good of the Craft, and that all sections 
should be satisfied with the work he had undertaken, consented to the 
presence of Bros. Duncombe and Curtis, if they applied for admission 
after the Provincial Grand Lodge had been duly opened. 

At last the work of years had been realized. The hour of triumph 
had come for those who had remained steadfast in the faith that the 
day would yet dawn when the mother Grand Lodge would grasp 
with firm hand the questions, w^hich from i797 until 1822 had so 
perplexed the brethren of Upper Canada. What pleasure it would 
give the Craftsmen of to-day if they could but look into the upper 
room in the Masonic Plall on Market Lane at high noon on the 23rd 
September, 1822, and see there the earnest assemblage of men, 
gathered together with one object in view, one goal to attain, one pur 
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pose to serve in the concentrated effort for the good of Masonry in 
the province. . , j 

R. W. Bro. McGillivray was convinced that his mission had been 
crowned with success. R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon experienced as much 
keen deHght as when he gallantly led his men in the war of 1812-15. 
The Rev. Bro. Smart thought that even an orthodox divine might 
congratulate himself and all others on such an occasion. Bro. Jol]n 
Dean and Bro. Edward McBride resolved that past dissensions should 
be forgotten, and that while friendship was common to all the world 
there should be one which would never have a break. Bro. Henry T. 
Page told of his experiences in searching for a copy of the original 
Jarvis warrant, and realized that facts were more potent than words. 
Bro. Abner Everett and Bro. Josiah Cushman, the latter, however, 
not a delegate, could now realize that the heavy postage paid for 
correspondence with Bro. Dean was money well expended. Bro. 
Adiel Sherwood related his vivid recollections of the days of i/^S* 
when the lodge of the New Oswegatchie met in ElizabethtoVn, and 
Bros. McGillivray, Dean, Fitzgibbon and McBride, passed mutual 
congratulations on the dawning of the second period of Masonry in 
Upper Canada in the reorganized Provincial Grand Lodge, Bro. Z. 
M. Phillips was unable to be present. The lodges represented were: [ 

LODGES REPRESENTED AT THE SECOND PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE. YORK,, 
23rd Sept., 1822. R.W. BRO. SIMON McGILLIVRAY, P.G.M., BRO, JAMES 

FITZGIBBON, D.P.G M. 


o 

12; 


I 

2 

3 
4 
6 

13 
16 

17 
19 
25 
27 


Name. 


St, Andrew's . 
Dalhousie . . . . 

Sussex 

Philanthropy . 
St. John's. . . . 
Addington . . , 

Union 

St, John's 


United 


Western Light 
Prince Edward 
Mt. Moriah.. . . 
King Hiram. . . 


Location. 


York 

Tp. Newark. 
Brockville . . . . , 

Niagara 

Kingston 

Bath 

Grimsby 

York 


Belleville ...... 

Cobourg 

Richm'd Mills 
St. Catharines 

Murray 

Ancaster 

Tp. of King. . 
Hallowell,. . , . 
Westminster, . 
Oxford 


W.M. 


W, J. Kerr.. 
Wm. Smart.. 
Alex. Hut ton 
A. J. Ferns . . 
Jno. Dean. , , 
Hy, Hixon . . 
Jno. Terry... 

Anson Ladd. 
Hy. Skinner, 
Jos. Pringle.. 
Elias Adams. 
J. Singleton, 
H, T. Page.. 


P.M. 


A. Sherwood. 


G. Millward, 


T. Hewitt . . 
W. Patterson 
T, Hamilton. 


J. Harmon 
W. Spafford 
J. Duncombe 
D, Curtis* . . 


A, Everett. . . 
J. Sheppard., 


S.W. 


James Tinline 


B. Fairfield , 


J.W. 


J. H. Dunn 


Sec'y. 


B. Xurquand 


Isaac Austin. 


* Only as visitors. 

There were eighteen lodges represented. In the number was St. 
Andrew's lodge. No. 1, for which a dispensation had apparently been 
issued, but which did not hold its first regular meeting until :27th 
December, 1822. There was also Mount Moriah lodge at Westmin- 
ster (London), and King Hirain lodge, of Oxford (IngersoU) whose 
representatives were unprepared to receive the new dispensations 
but who were admitted as visitors. There were twentv-nine dele^-ates 
present, exclusive of R. W. Bros. McGillivray and Fitzgibbon at^this 
the first communication of the second Provincial Grand Lodge 
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The minutes speak for themselves. R. W. Bro. McGilHvray 
ascended the east, and after calling- the brethren to order, his patent 
of appointment from the Grand Lodge of England was read by the 
Provincial Grand Secretary, Bro. Dean. Then the patent appointing 
R. W- B ro. Fitzgibbon as the Deputy Provincial Grand Master was 
read and he was duly installed. Then with the tact which was so 
timely, R. W. Bro. McGillivray appointed R. W. Bro. Wm. J. Kerr, 
the son of Dr. Robt. Kerr, of the Niagara Grand Lodge, as Senior 
Grand Warden, while, as a tribute to the work of Addington lodge, 
W. Bro. Benjamin Fairfield was appointed Junior Grand Warden. 
Bro., the Hon, John H. Dunn, the Receiver-General of Upper 
Canada, was elected to the office of Grand Treasurer, while the 
energy and good offices of the R. W. Bro. Rev. Wm. Smart, of 
Brockville, secured for him the appointment of Grand Chaplain. In 
order that the eastern and western sections of the province might be 
well served, Bro, John Dean, of Bath, and Bro, Bernard Turquand, 
of York, were appointed Provincial Grand Secretaries. In testimony 
of the work of R, W. Bro, Ziba M. Phillips, he was honored with the 
rank of Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master, and a resolution of 
regard for his ability and unwearied exertions was unanimously passed. 
A finance committee was appointed, jewels for the Provincial Grand 
officers were ordered, and the Provincial Grand Lodge adjourned to 
meet on Tuesday, but as no further business then presented itself the 
body adjourned sine die." The official minutes read: 

Provincial Grand Lodge for the Province of Upper Canada, under the 
authority of the United Grand Lodge of Antient Free and Accepted Masons 
of England. 

At a meeting holden at York, in the said Province, on Monday, the 
23rd September, A.D. 1822, A.L. 5822. 
Present — 

Simon McGillivray, Esq., R. W. Prov. G. M., in the Chair, 
R. W. James Fitzgibbon, Esq., Deputy Prov. G, M. 
Bro. John Terry, of Lodge No. 16, as Prov. S. G. W. 
Bro. Wm. Patterson, of Lodge No. 16, as Prov. J. G. W. 

The masters, past masters and wardens of the different lodges heretofore 
established in the province, and now constituted by dispensations under the 
authority of the Grand Lodge of England. 

Rev. Bro. Wm. Smart, P. M. Sussex Lodge, No. 3, Brockville. 

Bro. Alex. Hutton, W. M., and James Tinline, Jr. S. W. P. T., No. 4. 
Niagara. 

Bro. Alex. J. Ferns, W. M., St. John's Lodge. 

Bro, George Millward, P. M., St. John's, No. 6, Kingston. 

Bro. John Dean, W. M., Addington Lodge, No. 13, Bath. 

Bro. Benjamin Fairfield, S. W. P. T., Addington, No. 13, Bath. 
Bros. Henry Hixon, W. M., and Thos. Hewitt, S. W. & P. M. Lodge 
No. IS, Grimsby. 

Bros. John Terry, W. M,, Thomas Hamilton, P. M., and Wm. W. Pat- 
tison, P. M., St. John's No. 16, York. 

Bro. Anson Ladd, S. W. & P. M. Lodge No. 17, Belleville. 
Bro. Henry Skinner, P. M, Lodge No. 19, Haldimand. 
Bro. Joseph Pringle, W. M. Union Lodge No. 25, Richmond. 
Bro. Elias Smith Adams, S. W. & P. M. Lodge No. 27, 
Bro. John Singleton. W. M., United Lodge Murray. 

Bros. Henry T. Page, W. M., and Abner Everett, P. M., and Joseph 
Shepherd, J. W. & P. M.. Union Lodge, Ancaster. 
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Bro. Jacob Harmon, W. M, Western Light Lodge, Newmarket. 

Bros. Wm. Spafford, W. M., and Isaac Austin, J. W. and P.M., fT, 

Edward's Lodge, Hallowell. . r ^ -^u o^t^*^« 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form, and with solemn 

prayer. t xt- i 

The patent granted by the M. VV. Grand Master, His Royal Highness, 
the Duke of Sussex, to the R. W. Provincial Grand Master was read, as the 
authority under which the . Provincial Grand Lodge was constituted and held. 

A patent granted by the R. W. Provincial Grand Master to James Fitz- 
gibbon, Esq., appointing him R. W. Deputy Provincial Grand Master was 
read, and the R. W. D. P. Grand Master was duly installed and invested. 

The R. W. Provincial Grand Master was pleased to appoint Bro. Wm. 
Johnson Kerr, of Dalhousie Lodge No. 2, to the office of Provincial S. G. 
W. ; Bro. Benjamin Fairfield, of Addington Lodge No. 13. to be Provincial 
J. G. W. and they were invested with the badges of their respective offices. 

Bro. the Hon. John H. Dunn, His Majesty's Receiver-General, was 
unanimously elected to the office of Grand Treasurer, and invested accord- 
ii'glv. 

The R. W, Provincial Grand Master was also pleased to appoint and 
duly invested the following Grand Officers, viz.: 

The Rev. Bro. Wm. Smart, of Sussex Lodge, No. 3, to be Provincial 
G. Chaplain; Bro. John Dean, of Addington Lodge No. 13, and Bro. Ber- 
nard Turquand, of St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, to be Provincial Grand Sec- 
retaries; Bro. Elias S. Adams, of Lodge No. 27, to be Sen. G. Deacon; and 
Bro. Alex. J. Ferns, of St. John's Lodge No. 6, to be Jun. G. Deacon. 

The R. W. Deputy G. Master, G. S. Warden. Grand Treasurer, Grand 
Chaplain, the W. M. of Lodge No 16, and the G. Secretaries, appointed a 
committee for making such extracts from the book of Constitutions of the 
United Grand Lodge of England, as may be proper to publish for the in- 
formation of the lodges composing this Prov. G. Lodge. 

The R. W. Grand Master announced his intention of granting an instru- 
ment to Bro. Z. M. Phillips, appointing him a member of this Grand Lodge 
with the rank of Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master. 

Resolved unanimously, — That all monies collected for ^lasonic purposes 
in the province, and remaining unappropriated, be at the disposal of this 
Piovincial Grand Lodge. 

Resolved unanimously. — That all dues remaining unpaid, to any general 
body of Masons under whose sanction any lodges may have heretofore acted 
in this province, be also at the disoosal of this Prov. Grand Lodgre. and that 
such measures be forthwith taken as may be deemed proper for the imme- 
diate collection thereof. 

Motioned, seconded and carried. — That Bro. Duncombe of Mount Moriah 
Lodge, and Bro. Curtis of King Hiram Lodge, (they being unprepared to 
receive dispensations) be admitted as visitors. 

Resolved unanimously. — That this Prov. Grand Lodge entertains the 
highest sentiments 6f respect for Bro. Z. M. Phillips, for "his distinguished 
abilities and unwearied exertions in promoting the welfare of the fraternity 
of this province. 

Resolved, — That a Finance Committee be appointed, to consist of the 
following brethren: — Bro. Z. M. Phillips, — Bro. Wm. J. Kerr, — Bro. Benja- 
min Fairfield, — Bro. Abner Everett, — Bro. A. J. Ferns, — Bro. Edward Mc- 
Bride, — Bro. Henry T. Page. — Bro. John Terry, — Bro. John Singleton, — Bro, 

Adiel Sherwood, — Bro. Anson Ladd, — and Bro. Benjamin Hubbs. Three 

members of whom, with any of the Prov. G. Officers to form a quorum 

Resolved. — That the proper regalia for the Prov. Grand Lodge be pro- 
vided, and that the R. W. Grand Master be requested on his arrival in Lon- 
don to procure and send out the proper jewels and clothing for the several 
Prov. Grand Officers. — 
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Adjourned till Tuesday, when no further business appearing necessary to 
be done, the Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in due form and with 
solemn prayer. 

The patent issued to R, W. Bro. Fitzgibbon was prefaced by a 
copy of the warrant of R. W. Simon McGillivray from the Grand 
Master of England. The original of the former is believed to be in 
England with the relatives of the distinguis^ied brother, while the 
patent of R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon is in the possession of the writer. The 
document is on parchment and is reproduced. The first portion of 
the parchment is devoted to a copy of the appointment of R. W. Bro. 
McGillivray, and is signed by Lord Dundas as Depiuy Grand 
Master, and R. W. Bro. Wm. White and Edwards Harper as Grand 
Secretaries of the United Grand Lodge of England. 

In the remainder of this important document is seen the appoint- 
ment of Bro. Fitzgibbon. duly witnessed by R. W. Bro. John H. 
Dunn, Her Majesty's Receiver-General, and John Dean of Bath, and 
Bernard Turquand of York, the joint Grand^ Secretaries of the Pro- 
vincial Grand I^od.q"e. The patent reads: 

(Signed) AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, G. M. 

TO all and every our Right Worshipful, Worshiphil, and loving 
brethren. WE, Prince Augustus Frederick of Brunswick. 
TLunenburRh, Duke of Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of 
L. S. Arklow, Knight, Companion of the Most Noble Order of the 

Garter, &c., &c., &c,, 

GRAND MASTER 

of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and 
Accepted Masons of England. 

SEND GREETING: 

KNOW YE, that we of the great trust and confidence reposed in our right 
trusty and well beloved Brother, Simon McGillivray, Past Grand Warden of 
the United Grand Lodge of England, do hereby constitute and appoint the 
said Simon McGillivray to be Provincial Grand Master, for the Province of 
Upper Canada, in North America, with full power and authority in due form 
to make Masons, and constitute and regulate lodges as occasion may re- 
quire, subject nevertheless to our approval, and also to do and execute all 
and every such other acts and things appertaining to the said office, as usually 
have been and ought to be done and executed by other Provincial Grand 
Masters, he, the said Simon McGillivray, taking special care that all and 
every the member of every lodge he shall constitute have been regularly 
made Masons, and that they and the members of all other lodges, within his 
province, do observe, perform and keep all and every the rules, orders and 
regulations contained in the Book of Constitutions (except such as have been 
or may be repealed at any Quarterly Communication, or other General Meet- 
ing) together also with all such other rules, orders, regulations, and instruc- 
tions as shall from time to time be transmitted by us, or by the Right Hon- 
ourable Lawrence, Lord Dundas, &c., &c., &c., our Deputy Grand Master, 
or by any of our successors. Grand Masters, or their Deputies for the time 
being, and we do hereby will and require you, our said Provincial Grand 
Master, to cause at least one General Meeting or Communication to be held 
in every year, and that 3^ou promote on those, and on all other occasions 
whatever may be for the honour and advantage of Masonry, and the benefit 
of the Grand Charity, and that you do, as early as circumstances will permit. 
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make a special report to us of the present state of the Craft ,^1^^,/^^^^ ^"^^ 
vince, and also do yearly send to tis, or our successors, Grand Masters an 
account in writing of the proceedings therein, and also of what lodges you 
constitute, and when and where held, with a list of the several _ members of 
the said lodges, and copies of all such rules, orders, and regulations, as shal 
be made for the good government of the same, with whatever else you shall 
do by virtue of these presents, and that, at the same time, you remit to the 
Treasurer of the Society, for the time being at London, Five Guineas sterling 
for every lodge you shall constitute, for the use of the Grand Lodge, and 
other necessary purposes. 

Given at London, under our hand and seal of Masonry, this isth day ol 
April, A.L. 5822, A.D. 1822. 

By the Grand Master's Command. 

(Signed) Dundas, I>. G. M. 

(Signed) William H. White, 

Edwards Harper, G. S. 

The patent then recites the appointment of R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon : 

TO all and every, our Worshipful and loving brethren, 

I, Simon McGillivray, PROVINCIAL GRAND MAST^IR for the Pro- 
vince of UPPER CANADA, under the authority of His Royal Highness, 
Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of 
Arklow, K. G., &c., &c., &c.. Most Worshipful Grand Master of the United 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of England. 

SEND GREETING: 

KNOW YE, that by virtue of the patent or warrant to me granted by the 
Most Worshipful Grand Master, whereof a copy is hereon above written, 
and comformably to the laws and constitutions of the Grand Lodge in that 
behalf made, and also of the great trust and confidence reposed in our right 
trusty and well beloved Brother, James Fitzgibbon, Esquire, I do hereby 
constitute and appoint and depute him, the said James Fitzgibbon, my 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master for the said province, and do fully authorize 
and empower him in my absence, for me and in my name to preside over 
the Craft in the said province, and to regulate the lodges therein, and also to 
convene Grand Lodges, or general communications for the said province, in 
conformity with the laws of the Grand Lodge, at such times and places as to 
him may seem expedient and necessary, and then and there to appoint Pro- 
vincial Grand Wardens, and other Grand Officers for the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and generally to do and perform all such acts in my absence, as I 
might do, if present, subject nevertheless to such directions and instructions 
as I may at any time give, touching the said matters or otherwise, and I do 
hereby strictly enjoin my said Deputy to take special care that all and every 
the lodges in the aforesaid province, and the brethren and the members 
thereof respectively do conform to and observe all the laws, constitutions, 
and ancient regulations of the Craft. 

Given under my hand and seal at York, in the said province, this 17th 
day of September, in A. L. 58-22, A. D. 1822. 

Simon McGillivray, Prov'l G. M. 

John H. Dunn, 
Witnesses, John Dean, 

Bern'd. Turquand. 

Subsequent events proved the fitness and discretion of R. W. 
Bro, McGillivray. Bro. James Fitzgibbon was in ^very vv^ay well 
qualified for the office of Deputy Provincial Grand Master. His 
-election for that office had been voiced by the Kingston Convention, 
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and the adherents of that body must have been well satisfied, although 
we find no reference to the Convention in the official minutes of the 
proceedings. 

R. W. Bro, W. J. Kerr was the son of Dr. Robert Kerr, who for 
a time, in the capacity of Provincial Grand Master, ruled the so-called 
Grand Lodge of Niagara. Dr. Kerr, feeling that having held the 
position of Provincial Grand Master he could not accept a subordin- 
ate office, was given the past rank of Deputy Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter, and his son, with a view of healing the breach, was promoted to 
the office of Provincial Grand Senior Warden. 

The appointment of R. Bro. Robert Kerr, who was honored 
with the past rank of P. D. G. M., is not recorded in the official 
minutes of the Provincial Grand Lodge, but is given in the corre- 
spondence of R. W. Bro. McGillivray. It seems a strange omission 
on the part of the Grand Secretaries. The matter is referred to in 
subsequent correspondence between Bro. McGillivray and Bro. Kerr, 
as having been recorded, and yet it is not noted in the official pro- 
ceedings. 

As will be seen by the proceedings at York, Bro. Z. M. Phillips, 
the last President of the Kingston Convention, was also favoured with 
the rank of Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master. 

Bro. Benjamin Fairfield, a respectable solicitor of Kingston, was 
made Provincial Grand Junior Warden. For the important office of 
treasurer, a brother of excellent reputation was selected. The Craft, 
when required to make payments to R. W. Bro. McGillivray, for a 
new warrant and certificates, claimed that it was unfair to call again 
for fees, which had already been paid, and suggested that a brother 
of undoubted integrity and reputation should be appointed- All 
suspicions were at once set at rest by the appointment of Bro. the 
Hon. John H. Dunn, Her Majesty's Receiver-General and a member 
of- the Legislative Council of Upper Canada, and a respectable and 
responsible man. He resided at Toronto, and with R. \V. Bro. Fitz- 
gibbon, represented the central portion of the province. Bro. the 
Rev. William Smart, as Grand Chaplain, was a selection that gave 
pleasure to the brethren of Brockville, and that neighbourhood. Bro. 
John Dean's appointment, as Grand Secretary, gave complete satis- 
faction to everyone, indeed his ability was thoroughly recognized- 
The appointment of Bro. Elias Adams as Grand Senior Deacon made 
as ple^isant as possible the retirement to the side benches of R. W. 
Bro. George Adams, who had claimed to be the Provincial Grand 
Master of the half-dozen representatives that congregated as a 
Grand Lodge at Niagara. For the sake of peace the members of the 
Convention, who, at the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, had 
a majority, gave a fair share of the honours to the Niagara brethren, 
and made the list complete by selecting a young solicitor from 
Kingston, Bro. A. J. Ferns, as Provincial Grand Junior Deacon. 

Who shall not say that Bro. McGillivray did not, in the respon- 
sible and difficult position he was placed, act with dignity, discretion, 
and forethought? The outlook for Canadian Masons was bright from 
the day that he issued his first communication to what was then a 
semi-organized band of brothers in search of a guide, father and 
friend. 

The case of Bro. Danby was again dealt with in a letter from the 
Provincial Grand Master. The latter had formed the impression, and 
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correctly, that the cause of the Craft trouble at Niagara, and the 
defiant action of the so-called Grand Lodge, had been largely due to 
the advice given by Bro. Danby. When it is to be remenibered that 
the Craft would have been organized years before had it not been 
for the incipient rebellion at Niagara, there is some justice in the 
remarks of Bro. McGillivray. At the same time, while benevolently 
disposed, his purpose was to prevent precedent in dealing with the 
case of Bro. Danby. The Provincial Grand Master, in a letter to Bro. 
Robert Kerr, writes after the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
at York, in the following strain : — 

York, 25th Sept., 1822. 

My Dear Sir: — 

It escaped my recollection to return to you the enclosed certificate by 
your son, who, I fear, has ere now, set out on his return to you, but, at any 
rate, I hope it will come safely into your hands, and although I have had 
no ocasion to produce it, I thank you equally for having entrusted it to me. 

Mr. W. J. Kerr will be able to report to you the proceedings of our 
Provincial Grand Lodge, and among other things that your own rank therein 
was recognized as Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master, besides which I 
have great satisfaction in appointing him to be the first Provincial G. S- 
W., under the constitution of England. As to the other higher ranks in 
Masonry assumed in your district, it was quite impossible to sanction them, 
and the best thing we could do was to take no notice of them, but personally 
I have been obliged to enter into some explanation with Mr. Adams, which 
I had hoped to avoid, and which would have not been necessary, if he had 
understood, or attended to the purport of my first letter to him. It has been 
my anxious wish in the discharge of the duties of rather a delicate mission, 
to treat as gently as possible the errors which came in my way, and rather 
to leave gentlemen to see where they have gone wrong, than to tax them 
with improper conduct as Masons. I was, however, at all times prepared to 
speak out, when necessary, and the claim which Mr. Adams attempted to fix 
on the Provincial Grand Lodge on behalf of Mr. Danby, has compelled me 
to enter into the question of Mr. Danby's Masonic conduct, and the pro- 
ceedings of which he seems to be the adviser in the Niagara District. I 
prevented any direct reference to these matters in the lodge, and suggested 
such modifications of several propositions as even to prevent the name of 
the Convention, or what would have been called the pretended Grand Lodge 
of Niagara, from appearing on the face of our proceedings, but the facts and 
the law of the case, as I have stated them to Mr. Adams, are very clear, and 
my principal object in being so explicit with him, and in stating the case to 
you, has been to prevent, if possible, the recurrence of applications, . wUich 
will only tend to revive (luestions, which better had been forgotten. 

I remain, always, my dear sir. 

Very truly yours, 

^ , „ Simon McGillivray. 

Robert Kerr, Esq. 

Bro. McGillivray had, in his tour of inspection, ample opportu- 
nity of gaugmg the opinions of the Craft, and his deliverances on the 
subject down to the concludrng Hues of his final report to England 
bear the stamp of impartiality, and a friendly disposition to all those 
who, ui any \yay, aided the Craft in the efforts to place it on a solid 
basis. Bro. McGilHvray felt that those w^ho had, amid the early 
struggles, stood by constituted authority, should be rewarded and 
with that end in view, he selected Bro. Ziba M. Phillips, so long the 
presiding officer of the Convention, in reality the acting Grand 
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Master, as a brother whose services should be recognized. R. W. 
Bro. McGilHvray, conferring the appointment, wrote to Bro. Phillips 
the following: — 

Montreal, 6th Oct,, 1822. 

Sir and Bro,: — 

On my way from Kingston in the steamboat on the 30th ult., I landed at 
Brockville and left in the hands of the Rev. Mr. Smart, to be delivered to 
you, a patent or warrant, constituting you an honorary member of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, with the rank of Past Provincial 
Deputy Grand Master which document I hope came safely to your hands. 

When I had the pleasure of seeing you on the 21st August last, I stated 
to you that I would refrain from communicating any of my intended plans, 
until after I had heard the statements of the leading individuals of all parties, 
and to this intention I adhered, except in the instance of Bro. Dean, whom 
I appointed provisionally to the ofilice of Provincial Grand Secretary. I found 
all the leading brethren with whom I sought this previous communication 
equally disposed to receive my mission with satisfaction, and submit readily to 
the authority of the Grand Lodge, but each party augured strenuous oppo- 
sition from the other, and, to deal frankly with you, there was something of 
an uncharitable feeling in a few of the representations made to me on both 
sides. I had determined from the beginning to avoid, in fact and appearance, 
any partiality to either side, and I trust this determination is sufficiently 
^ n}aniiest in the appointments I have made, and the measures I have adopted. 

If I had found the one party absolutely right, and the other absolutely wrong, 
this impartiality would not, I confess, have been quite just, although it 
might have been politic to conciliate the feelings of both parties; but. in fact, 
there was enough of error on both sides to render it desirable for both to 
avoid investigation of the authority under which they acted. If the Conven- 
tion had confined its proceedings within proper limits, that is, if it had only 
set about regulating the existing lodges and making the necessary representa- 
tions to the Grand Lodge, I should, as far as I am informed, exempt its 
m.embers from censure, and as the case is I admit they have rendered service 
to the cause of Masonry. But in assuming the authority to grant dispensa- 
tions, they acted in violation of the law, as much perhaps as the brethren in 
Niagara did in any of their proceedings, and if the authority under which 
these dispensations were granted had been investigated, the Convention would 
have been subject to serious Masonic censure, and all the Masons made 
under its assumed authority must have been disowned. In the course that 
has been pursued I have taken a great responsibility on myself in confirming 
some of these dispensations, and although I hope and trust that my conduct 
in so doing will be approved, yet I am not at all certain that such will be the 
case. I mention these circumstances just to satisfy you that there was really 
something Ut be said on, or rather against both parties and that the best 
course was that which I suggested, to avoid recurrence to the past, and to 
endeavour to be right for the future. As you were prevented from attending 
the meeting, and as you did not transmit to me in writing your charges 
against Bro.' Kerr, I had nothing to do with them, and even if you sent 
them, as you led me to expect, I should be very unwilling to bring them 
forward. 

1 had neither the inclination nor the right to deprive Dr. Kerr of his 
rank in the Provincial Grand Lodge, and in appointing you to hold the same 
rank, I meant, (besides what I have expressed in the instrument itself), to 
mark that impartiality between both parties, which I wished to distinguish 
all my Masonic proceedings in the province. 

(Signed), 

Simon McGillivray. 

Ziba Marcus Phillips, Esq. 
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The Provincial Grand Master having in the preceding letter 
entered somewhat into the particulars of the so-called Niagara Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, and shown in what points they had been amiss, 
thought it incumbent on him also to say something to the other party. 
This he did in a letter addressed to his Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, Bro. James Fitzgibbon, enclosing a copy of his letter to the 
president of the late Convention, Bro. Z. M. Phillips. 

The reference to the fact that it was the members of the Con- 
vention " that opposed the arrangements at York,'' alluded to the 
brethren who were in the Convention, but who hailed from the western 
section of the jurisdiction. In a subsequent letter, Bro. Dean allud- 
ing to the opposition experienced at York from some brethren 
from the westward,'' in the same letter states that all feelings hos- 
tile to the general cause are dissipated." This friction was created 
by some of the lodges that were originally founded by the irregular 
Grand Lodge, and which came into the Convention in its closing 
years. W. Bro. Charles Duncombe, of Westminster, was the pritne 
mover of the agitation, as will have been seen by the proceedings 
prior to the meeting of 23rd September at York. The correspond- 
ence is not sufficiently ample to form any opinion as to the exact 
meaning of the reference. Bro. McGillivray writes: 

Montreal, 7th Oct., 1822. 

Dear Sir, — 

After writing my letters of yesterday's date, which you will receive here- 
with, I wrote the enclosed letter to Mr. Phillips, late president of the Con- 
vention of Masons at Kingston, and it has occurred to me that it would be 
right to transmit that also through your hands as the Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master, because as you have retained in your hands a copy of my letter 
of the 24th ult,, to Mr. Adams, expressing a censure of the proceedings at 
Niagara, I consider it desirable that in case of any future reference to these 
proceedings, or to those of the Convention, you may be able, as far as they 
go, to quote my opinion on both sides of the question. You will recollect 
it was from members of the Convention that we met the greatest difficulty 
in carrying through the arrangements at York, and I should not be sur- 
prised if some of these gentlemen should attempt to give you trouble here- 
after, in which case, or in the event of their attempting to express censure 
of the proceedings at Niagara, it may be well, in answer, to point out the 
irregularity of their own. 

Believe me, &c., ' (Signed), 

S, McGillivray. 

Jas. Fitzgibbon, Esq. 

Bro. Dean was surely an authority on Craft matters generally. 
In the MSS. is a letter, written in answer to a communication from 
lodge No. 6, as to the procedure to be followed at a Masonic pro- 
cession, which it is unnecessary to quote. The second portion of the 
letter is more important, as it refers to difficulties between the mem- 
bers of lodge No. 6, at Kingston, and a lodge established in Canada 
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, known as 
Leinster lodge. The letter is addressed to Bro. Fairfield, and is as 
follows : — 

^ ^ ^ Bath, 15th October, 1822. 

Dear Sir and Bro. 

I received yours of the gth inst., a short time since, and avail myself ol 
the first mail to reply. 


I. 
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Your last contained queries of a more difficult nature, as any possible 
course Lodge No. 6 may steer may abound with difficulties. Yet a steady 
and uniform policy, even if exceptionable, in some measure will generally 
prove more salutary than a vacillating one. Respecting what is termed the 
Irish Lodge, is their situation towards our lodges in the least changed by 
our organization ? Was there not good ground for the order made by the 
Convention ? And although that order was not confirmed, or alluded to by 
the Grand Lodge, has not an individual lodge (as such a course has not been 
forbidden) a right to adhere to that footing? If I understand the ground of 
complaint against the Irish Lodge, they had called the members of No. 6 
illegal Masons, had accepted candidates refused in No. 6, and closed their 
doors to the members of No. 6 as visitors. Now, would not No. 6 lose sight 
of their own dignity in giving up these just grounds of complaint, without 
change of measures by the L L. and proper satisfaction ? The business may 
be viewed in a different light; I know nothing of the respectability of their 
members. If composed of moral and respectable men, they are entitled to 
our esteem; but if their conduct, unmasonically, as a body, or if unmasonic 
conduct in any member or members, is not taken proper notice of, and the 
fair reputation of the Craft is not supported by proper discipline in their 
lodge, another ground of objection, and a very strong one, is found. Our 
aim must be to purge our lodges of every improper character, and to take 
notice of every deviation from moral rectitude, and if they do the same we 
ought to meet them as brethren, but unless they do ought we to open our 
doors to them ? Was the general etiquette (if I may call it so) among lodges 
under different authorities observed when they accepted the candidates re- 
fused by No. 6 ? And to what must we attribute their change of sentiment 
towards No. 6, one day closing their doors against its members, and the 
next soliciting to be admitted as visitors ? And what has been the conduct 
of a certain officer of that lodge respecting the past affairs of 
the Convention? Has not every stumbling block been placed in our 
way that they could possibly tumble, and all the purchases they could 
gain by malignity and detraction made use of to place these blocks in 
proper form for our shins ? Had they obtained their warrant, constituted 
their lodge, and conducted upon the square, and merely attended to their 
own internal concerns, and raised a respectable lodge, no man could more 
sincerely rejoice than myself. I must say that the name of Mason is a ready 
password to my heart, but if that password does not cover the principles 
and practice no fellowship enters. 

It appears to me that No. 6 has a perfect right under all circumstances 
to adhere to the policy adopted by the Convention, until higher powers may 
be heard on the subject. The two authorities from which our power is re- 
ceived will not differ upon the subject. 

This intimation, however, you will, as a brother, please keep in your 
own possession. As to belonging to two lodges at the same time, it is, I 
think, contrary to the old constitutions, but whether it is forbidden in the 
new^ I am unable to say. It is customai^ for a brother to be an honorary 
member of several lodges, but being an actual subscribing member, I do not 
know how he could obey a summons from two lodges, should their meetings 
take place at the same time, which often happens. 

The above information in relation to the L L. is offered you as my real 
sentiments, and is intended for you alone, and Bro. Ferns. I am of opinion 
that the Irish Lodge have departed widely from the course they ought to 
have pursued, and they should suffer the consequences. If you disagree with 
me in opinion, I hope nothing I have said will in the most remote manner 
widen the breach in these lodges. 

Yours, &c., 

Benjamin Fairfield. Esq., Kingston. John Dean. 

3^ 
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The first and inaugural meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
having taken place, agreeably to instructions, Bro. Dean, as one of 
the Grand Secretaries, forwarded printed copies of the proceedings to 
R. W. Bro. McGillivray. In doing so, he took the opportunity of 
giving that brother the impression formed throughout the provmce 
on the results which had been accomplished. Bro. Dean writes in 
the following strain : — 

Bath, 23rd October, 1822. 

R. W. Sir: 

Agreeably to your request I forward a few copies of the printed pro- 
ceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge, which I trust will meet your ap- 
probation. In compliance with your orders copies will be sent to the several 
Brother Grand Officers, to each private lodge, and to the several Grand 
Lodges in the sister provinces, and in the United States, I feel much pleasure 
in stating to you that as far as my personal acquaintance extends, the pro- 
ceedings at York are very satisfactory to the Craft in general, and I feel an 
additional pleasure when I consider the opposition experienced at York from 
some brethren from the westward, in also stating that in the personal inter- 
views I had with many influential brethren at the head of the lake, I had the 
happiness of finding that with them all feelings hostile to the general cause 
are dissipated. I have heard nothing from any of the lodges not represented 
in Provincial Grand Lodge, but have no doubt but at our next meeting the 
principal part of all the lodges in the province will take dispensations. In- 
deed, from the success which has so far attended your measures, I think I 
am justified in predicting that your appointment to the office of Provincial 
Grand Master will long be hailed as a happy and most important era in the 
history of Masonry in this province, and may we long continue in that spirit 
of unanimity in which you leave us. In consulting with our brethren in 
this quarter I find that procuring the privilege of forming processions by 
private lodges, without a dispensation, is deemed an important point to be 
obtained in this province, particularly in cases of funerals, in v/hich cases it 
would be impossible for distant lodges to pay the last tribute of respect to 
departed brethren. Should you think proper to suggest to the proper 
authorities the propriety of granting us the necessary constitutional power, 
you will confer an additional favour upon the brethren of Upper Canada. 

In consequence of the failure of a bank at Kingston, (a part of the 
money received for registering the fees having been paid in their paper,) we 
are unable to send the whole amount; JE17 5s. od., now remains in my hands, 
which I have been unable to exchange, which must be returned to the lodges 
from which it was received, which, whenever it is exchanged, will be for- 
warded. I forward you the names of the brethren who have paid the 
registering fees, noting those paid in uncurrent money, and also forward you 
£4 IS. 8d., the amount of rej^isterinj? fees received from the Secretary of Lodge 
No. 19 on my return from York. The balance of fees will, I presume, if not 
already done, be forwarded to you by the Grand Treasurer. I regret' that T 
could not get the proceedings printed sooner, yet I hope they will arrive in 
season. 

As T shall not, probably, have an opportunity of communicating with 
you again previously to your return from England, allow me, R. W. Sir, to 
express to you the honest feelings of a brother, whose feelings of regret at 
our being deprived of your personal guidance, can only be exceeded by his 
wishes for your safe and speedy passage, and for your welfare and happiness, 
and that the Grand Architect of the Universe may avert all impending 
dangers, not only in your approaching voyage but that of life, is the prayer 
of, R. W. Sir, your Bro. in Masonry, 

c ii€ --Mf ^^^^ respect. 

S. McGilhvray, Esq. j^hn Dean. 
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In his reply Bro. McGillivray expressed his satisfaction with the 
work of Bro. Dean, and pointed out that the cordial co-operation of 
the Provincial Grand officers, and especially the Secretaries," was 
essential to success. On the issue of the certificates to the member- 
ship, Bro. McGillivray had decided views. The system formerly pur- 
sued — having the certificates signed and blanks left to be filled in at 
discretion — was irregular, indeed, no certificate had been issued to 
members of the Craft up to the formation of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge in 1822, The neglect of R. W. Bro. Jarvis to report to Eng- 
land caused this state of affairs. Had the lodges under dispensation 
been reported and warrants issued by the Grand Lodge at London, 
certificates would have been issued when the warrants were sent out. 
It is rather an anomaly that from 1792 until 1822 no brother initiated 
in Upper Canada received any other than a certificate from the lodge 
in which he was made a Mason. The transmission of moneys was 
another matter that received attention at the hands of Bro. McGilli- 
vray. There had been an extraordinary amount of laxity in this re- 
gard. The financial statement of the Provincial Grand Lodge from 
1795 until 1803 exhibits the fact that moneys collected had not been 
properly entered or accounted for. To avoid these difficulties in the 
future, Bro. McGillivray was careful to select as Provincial Grand 
Treasurer a man whose integrity was undoubted, in the person of the 
Hon. J. H. Dunn, the Receiver-General of the civil government. Bro. 
McGillivray's letter shows a disposition to avoid past mistakes in 
Craft management and to have the path for the future so free of 
obstacles that absolute success would be ensured. He writes ; — 

Montreal, 21st NovV, 1822. 

Dear Sir:^ — I duly received your favors of the 23rd ulto and the 5th, with 
their respective enclosures, and I fear you will think I have been dilatory in 
replying to them, but I had such an unusual spell of Masonic labour during 
my visit to Upper Canada, and since my return, I have had so many other 
matters to attend to, that I hope it will be a sufficient excuse. I am much 
pleased with your report, as to the feelings of our Masonic brethren, whom 
you met during your journey to the westward, and I trust that the proceedings 
of the Prov'l G. Lodge will always be such as to merit the approbation of all 
friends of Masonry, but you must be well aware that such proceedinpcs cannot 
be carried on without the zealous and cordial co-operation of the Provincial 
Grand officers, and especially the secretaries, on whom a large portion of the 
labor and responsibility will always rest, and hence T derive great satisfaction 
from having had the opportunity to appoint yourself to that very important 
office, for, without any flattery. T assure you that your conduct in it has obtain- 
ed my entire approbation, and which I shall not fail to record in my official 
report to the Grand Master. 

I shall reply to your different queries as far as I can, but some of them 
relate to matters with which I am not conversant, and which, therefore, I must 
refer to the Grand Sec'ys. This is particularly the case as to Grand Lodge 
certificates. My opinion is that the returns as to all points (dates of making, 
passing, etc.), must be complete, before the certificate can be obtained, and 
that no blanks can be left to be subsequently filled up. I am also of opinion 
that newly initiated Masons or brethren joining a lodge may be received as 
regular members, on producing a voucher for their fees bemg paid to the 
proper officers of the Prov'l Grand I-odge, that is, that for a certain limited 
time they may be so received, but there should be some limited time for 
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producing a voucher from the Grand Lodge, and the best voucher would be 
the Grand Lodge certificate, else the private brethren have not an adequate 
check on the Prov'l G. L,, and we might hear it said hereafter, as it was said 
at York, that the fees had already been paid twice over. I should hope there 
is no danger of such irregularities again occurring, but it is only by estab- 
lishing and enforcing a regular system that the danger of them is to be 
avoided, for the transition from delay to irregularity, from retaining fees a 
day beyond a stated period, to the ultimate misapplication of them, is gradual, 
and I fear very easy. 

It was not my wish or meaning that any money should have been trans- 
mitted to me, but that it should have come through the hands of the Grand 
Treasurer, and I still think this will be the more regular plan. Any money 
paid into the hands of Mr. Dunn, and passed by him to my credit, before my 
departure for England, I shall pay over to the Grand Lodge wrthout any refer- 
ence to exchange, and for future years the state of the exchange is uncertain. 
The lodges or individuals paying such money to Mr. Dunn (yourself for 
instance) and obtaining a receipt from him, may, at the same time, send me 
advice of such money being paid, and thus a check will be kept up to prevent 
any omission or irregularity. I have sent to the Depy. Prov'l G. M., a large 
supply of blank returns, and I am desirous to have as many of them as possible 
completed and returned to me before my departure for England, which will 
be in about a month hence, and I shall at all times be glad to hear from you, 
and ready to give you every information in my power, being, with sincerity. 

Fraternally yours, 

Simon McGillivray. 

The question of Masonic processions I shall regularly report for consider- 
ation. Your seal shall be attended to. 

Bro. Dean followed his letter to R. W. Bro. McGillivray by an 
c^^cial communication to R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon, the Deputy Provin- 
cial Grand Master at York, reporting what he had done under the in- 
structions of R. W. Bro. McGillivray, and asking advice as to the covirse 
to be pursued with regard to lodges in arrears for dues, and the advis- 
abihty of pubHshing the names of lodges which had received dispensa- 
tions, as well as the officials of Grand Lodge, and the officers of private 
lodges. He also pays a compliment to the membership of St. Andrew's 
lodge, No. I, at York, for the example of such brethren as compose 
that lodge will have grear weight throughout the province." 

^ ^. , ^ , Bath, 27th October, 1822. 

R. W. Sir and Brother: — 

By the last mail I forwarded to you a copy of the prinfeS proceedings of 
the Provmcial Grand Lodge at its formation, and now beg leave to report to 
you my proceedings relative to their distribution. Agreeably to the verbal 
instructions of our R. W. Grand Master, I have addressed copies to each of 
the Grand Officers, to the members of the Finance Committee, to the Secre- 
taries of the several private lodges, and to some individual brethren of mv 
acquaintance, whose influence will probably be of service in the private lodtres 
I have also sent by Bro. Fairfield some blank copies to Bro. Turquand as 
also some for the signatures of yourself and Bro. Turquand, which are intend- 
New Vo\ provinces, and for the Grand Lodge of 

New York should it meet your approbation. Of those lodges indebted on 
It"'"'f Tlf-"^ V^^ Convention I have requested payment. Of the perform^ 
dn"^ ^""'l proceedings will be kept, ready to be pr^. 

duced to you when required, yet I have felt some delicac^ in eLrcisW mv 
own judgment in conducting such correspondence as m^y nece^I^riirprss 
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through their hands. I will thank you to define the duties of the Grand Secre- 
taries respecting such communications as may be received, whether from 
Grand Lodges or private lodges recently constituted in this province, and 
others not constituted. I have felt the most difficulty from the duty required 
of me in requesting payment of the dues of lodges, which Have not received 
or petitioned for dispensations, and shall defer writing them until I receive 
instructions from you. I am at a loss whether to forward proceedings to them 
or not, or whether it is proper to address them as a lodge, yet the demand is 
against them as a body. In the infancy of our body some embarrassment must 
be expected when we have no former proceedings to refer to, and as to myself 
I am unacquainted with the duties appertaining to the office of Grand Secre- 
tary, but upon hearing those duties defined I shall endeavour strictly to adhere 
to them, while entrusted with their performance as one of those officers. 

When at York I suggested to our R. W. G. M, inserting the formation 
and constitution of the P. G. Lodge, with the names of the P. G. Officers in 
the Masonic Register, a work printed at New York, and which has been 
extensively circulated in this and the Lower Province. He approved of the 
measure, and I wish to enquire of you (should you also approve of such 
insertion), whether it would not be proper to insert the names of the lodges 
which have received dispensations, and been constituted, together with the 
names of their officers. I feel particularly anxious that the names of the 
officers and members of St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i (should they give their 
consent), should be inserted, as I am confident the example of such brethren 
as compose that lodge will have great weight throughout the province, and 
that the greater publicity given of the formation of that lodge, the greater the 
good eflPect will be. The countenance of gentlemen of their rank and weight 
of character has long been wanting in our society. Should you approve of this 
measure, and direct Bro. Turquand to furnish me with the names of the officers 
and members, together with their titles, I will transmit them to the editor with 
whom I have correspondence, and anything you should think proper to direct 
as to the communication shall be attended to, and our communication will be 
readily inserted free from expense, and perhaps no means could more eflfectually 
diffuse the knowledge of the formation of the Provincial Grand Lodge in this 
province among the Craft generally. 

I have the honour, R. W. Sir, with due respect, of subscribing myself. 

Your brother in Masonry, 

John Dean, P. G. S. 

R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon sent a reply to the Grand Secretary that 
must have given him pleasure. Bro. Dean had thoroughly at heart 
the work he w^as engaged in, and his intimate acquaintance with the 
activities of Craft life from the time of early struggles, rendered Tiim 
specially gifted for the position he held in the Provincial Grand Lodge. 
In the letter the R. W. Bro. alludes to the formation of St. Andrew's 
lodge, IVTo. r. The lodge was apparently under dispensation prior to 
the reorganization of the Provincial Grand Lodge in September of 
1822. Its representative was present at the meeting and his name 
is entered in the official minutes. Notwithstanding that the dispensa- 
tion had been issued the lodge had not been organized, as is seen by 
the letter of R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon to Bro. John Dean. St. 
Andrew's lodge was created by R. W. Bro. McGillivray, and was not 
in any way, as has been claimed, the lineal descendant of Rawdon 
lodge, which ceased to exist at York about 1800. 

The Deputy Grand Master's reply was as follows: — 


38 


HISTORY OF FREEMASOISTRY IN CANADA. 


York, 20th November, 1822. 

Dear Sir and Brother: — 

I am at length permitted to sit down to answer your letter of the 27th ult. 

You inform me that you have requested payment of those lodges indebted 
to the Convention. I approve of your having done so. From those lodges 
who have received dispensations from the Provincial Grand Lodge, obtain 
payment in the way most conciliatory and proper in your own opinion, and 
report the result to me at your convenience, at any time before the meeting 
in June. If the other lodges pay, you may receive, but for the present I recom- 
mend you not repeating any application until I consult our G. M. as to the 
propriety of my calling on them to declare their future intentions, as to their 
coming under the authority of the Grand Lodge or not. I recommend your 
forwarding the printed proceedings to them in this instance, and to address 
them by the titles they have hitherto borne. 

I am not yet sufficiently instructed myself to be able to give you any 
general directions which may guide you in the performance of your duties as 
G. S., but from what I have observed during your stay here, I most willingly 
leave you to the guidance of your general knowledge of Masonry and ycur 
good sense, as sufficient to direct you in all ordinary business, and in the 
event of your encountering any particular difficulty, I beg of you to address 
yourself to me upon it. So soon, however, as I can acquire the requisite 
infcrmation, I shall not fail to transmit to you such instructions as will more 
clearly define your peculiar duties. 

On'i cause of my delaying so long to answer your letter, was waiting an 
intended meeting of the brethren of Lodge No. i, which the public duties 
prevented until yesterday, when we assembled in Bro. Campbell's house to 
make tTie preliminary arrangements for the opening of our lodge and installing 
our officers. I asked their opinions of the propriety of having the names of 
the officers of their lodge in particular inserted in the New York " Masonic 
Register." It was decided in the negative, it being considered more appro- 
priate and respectable to have them published in our own provincial calendar. 
Before the approach of the period next year, for publishing for the following 
year, I will have this subject further considered. 

I remain, dear sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 

James Fitzgibbon. 

R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon had many opportunities of acquiring a 
knowledge of Bro. Dean's ability to handle Masonic affairs, and had 
the utmost faith in his tact and discretion. Bro. Dean and Bro. 
Bernard Turquand had been duly appointed joint Grand Secretaries 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge, Bro. Dean, as the executive ofificer — 
for up to this date the duties of the secretaryship had devolved on 
him — sent copies of the proceedings and information on other mat- 
ters, which were acknowledged by Bro. Turquand in the following 
letter : — 

York, 27th November, 1822. 

Dear Sir, — 

I, this day, forwarded copies of the proceedings to the lodges at Niagara, 
Grimsby, No. 27, St. Catharines, etc., etc. 

The impossibility of exchanging the Kingston bank bills is a subject of 
regret as our D. P. G. M. was anxious to remit the sums gathered to Mr, Mc- 
GilHvray, which, of course, must now be postponed until we can realize their 
value from the dififerent lodges to which I presume you have lost no time in 
returning them for exchange, excepting as you say the Lodge No. 27. wishing 
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me to notify the same, but not exactly comprehending the circumstances, will 
thank you to give me further explanation as at respects the P. Lodge, No. 27. 

I now beg to inform you that two dispensations have been issued since 
your departure to the undermentioned lodges, viz: — Lodge No. 26, Townsend, 
Oliver Smith, W. M., Sherman Hide, S. W., John H. Uodge, J. W., Ezekiel 
Foster. Jacob Langs. Gabriel Culver, Morris Sovereign, members. 

For which £3. 13, gd. only has been paid, leaving a balance due to the 
Grand Lodge 77s. iid. currency. 

Also Mount Moriah Lodge, Westminster, Charles Duncombe, W. M., 
William Putnam, S. W., Gardner Myrick, J. W., Henry Shenick, Joseph House, 
Joshua Putnam, Barthol'w Swart. 

For which I took a promissory note from their agent, Bro. David Doty, 
payable in three weeks, from 21st October last, not yet honoured. 

You mention that on your way down you received from the secretary of 
Lodge No. 19, £4. IS. 8., registering fees, which you purposed sending by the 
mail to the R. W. G. M., but on reference to their petition I find more than 
seven names subscribed thereto, and will thank you to give me the names of the 
seven for whom the £4. is. 8d. was paid. I did not recollect the persons men- 
tioned in this dispensation- 
Monday, 27th January, 1823. 

The above is the substance in extract of a letter sent you on the -27th 
November, excepting some private information respecting Lodge No. i, but 
Mr. Campbell leaving us this morning, I am under the necessity of abbrevi- 
ating and writing you in haste. He handed me your letter of the 13th inst., 
with the fees of Lodge No. 27, which I shall endeavour to exchange for 
currency. 

4^ 3^ 3fc sfc 3|C SfC ^(c ^fi 5^ ^fC 

Our Lodge No. i, flourishes and exceeds somewhat my expectations. I 
will endeavour to write you again soon, as I have some communications to 
make, but have neither time nor paper at this moment. In the interim, 
believe me, dear sir. 

Yours very faithfully, 

B. Turquand. 

Mr. John Dean, Bath. 

Bro. Turquand's regret at the effort to exchange the Kingston 
bills gives an incident of local history. The first legislation in the 
province of Upper Canada regarding banking institutions was in 
1819, w^hen the Bank of Kingston, subsequently knov^n as the Pre- 
tended Bank of Upper Canada/' w^as incorporated. This charter was 
forfeited by non-user/' although the institution was in operation 
under the name of The President, Directors and Company of the 
Bank of Upper Canada." In 1823 the Legislature passed an act to 
settle the af¥airs of the Pretended Bank/' which had suspended pay- 
ment, and further acts were finally passed before the affairs of the 
company were settled. 

The difificulties that Bro. John Dean had to encounter in connec- 
tion with the payment of dues by the private lodges to the Provincial 
Grand Lodge is shown by extracts from some of his letters. The bills 
of the Pretended Bank of LTpper Canada were the cause of his 
anxiety. On the 28th October, 1822, he wrote to a secretary of a 
lodge as follows : — 

" I am sorry to inform you that I have been unable to exchange the 
Kingston Bills rec'd of you for Reg'y fees, and that it remains for your Lodge 
to exchange for current money." 
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He also wrote to Bro. Turquand at York as follows ; — 

" I am sorry to say that I have found it impossible to exchange the 
Kingston money that I rec'd of you in season to forward for the payment of 
the Reg'y Fees. I will inform the Lodges, of which it has been receiv^ed, that 
it must be exchanged by them, for current money, excepting Lodge No. 27, 
which I will thank you to notify when you forward the proceedings. I have 
used every exertion in my power to exchange it, but to no eflFect." 

And ag-ain on 13th June, 1823 : — 

" I enclose, by the bearer, Bro. Campbell, of Brockville, £4. 15, the amt. 
received in K. Bills, from St. George's Lodge, No. 27, Reg'y fees, which you 
will probably, during the session of Parliament, have an opportunity of ex- 
changing for current money. The amt. rec'd of United Lodge has been ex- 
changed, and forwarded to the Grand Treasurer. The amount rec'd of Belle- 
ville Lodge and Union, No. 25, has not been exchanged, but as those Lodges 
are in my neighborhood, I can more conveniently attend to the business than 
yourself, and whenever the amt. is received, shall forward it to you." 

The letter of Bro. Turquand shows that the Provincial Grand 
Lodge was making headway, and that two new dispensations had been 
issued, to lodge, No. 26, at Townsend, and to Mount Moriah lodge at 
Westminster, The former lodge was well known. One of its mem- 
bers, Morris Sovereen, took part in the remarkable incident connected 
with the war of 181 2- 15, related in connection with Masonry in the 
history of Townsend lodge in Upper Canada. 

Bro. Benjamin Fairfield, the Provincial Grand Junior Warden, 
in reply to Bro. Dean's letter, of 15th October, 1S22, wrote in No- 
vember, stating that he had seen R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon, who 
had recommended that copies of the proceedings of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge should be transmitted to all lodges in the pro- 
vince. Bro. Fitzgibbon wisely saw that every courtesy should be 
extended to lodges, whether represented or not at the provincial meet- 
ing, so that no excuse might be offered for their not coming in under 
the jurisdiction of the Provincial Grand Lodge. Bro. Fairfield also 
pointed out that the difficulty between lodge No. 6 and the Irish lodge 
had been renewed, and in order that all sections of the Craft should be 
in perfect harmony, a committee had been appointed to if possible 
settle all differences. The action of Bro. Z, M. Phillips was in line 
with his previous work. He was for peace, and his suggestion settled 
what might have led to much difficulty. Bro. Fairfield "writes : — 

Saturday, 23rd November, 1822. 

My Dear Sir — 

I returned from York last Wednesday, and have been so busy that I have 
not had time to write to you before now, I saw Fitzgibbon, and have obtained 
his sigrnature, and the Grand Secretaries', and enclose them to you. He 
thought that you should send reports of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge 
to all the lodges in the province, whether they were represented in Grand 
Lodge or not, and state to those who were not represented that unless they 
now came m. they would be forever shut out, unless they paid full fees for a 
new warrant. 

When I came home T had the mortification to find that at the last 
regular communication of No. 6, a great difficulty had arisen by our W M 
having, without consulting the body, introduced as a visitor, a person who'was 
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made in the Irish Lodge. Bro. Phillips happened to be here at this present 
moment, and advised that all matters in difference between N^o. 6 and the Irish 
Lodge should be amicably settled, and accordingly last night we had an 
emergency, and appointed a committee of five persons to meet with the Irish 
Lodge, when they met at the 68th lodge room, with the Master and Wardens 
of the 68th, and Bro. Phillips; when all matters, after considerable discussion 
were agreed to be buried, and to endeavour to behave ourselves better in future. 

In haste, I remain. 

Your obedient servant, 

B. Fairfield. 

J. Dean, Esq. 

In the earlier days of the Provincial Grand Lodge the debit side 
of the annual record for fees and dues was not overburdened with 
figures, and, consequently, the duties of Grand Treasurer were not of 
a very onerous character. The Grand Secretary received the moneys 
and handed them to the Grand Treasurer. The brethren in 
Upper Canada were naturally anxious to have their names duly regis- 
tered at Freemasons' Hall in London. Hence Bro. Dean's reason 
for remitting direct to the Provincial Grand Treasurer, rather than to 
the Grand Secretary. 

Bath, 14th December, 1822. 

W. Sir— 

I enclosed you, as Grand Treasurer of the Provincial Grand Lodge, six 
pounds, currency, which I have received as follows: five pounds from the 
W. M. of United Lodge, Murray, in exchange for that amount paid on account 
of registry fees in Kingston bills at York, iis. 8d. registry fees of Isaac Curry 
of said lodge, and 7s. 3d. for a Grand Lodge certificate for Bro. David Baker 
Sole, of Belleville Lodge, No. 17, making £5. i8s. iid. I also forwarded 
some time since to our Prov. Grand Master at Montreal, £8. iis. lod., registry 
fees, and for certificates for brethren of Prince Kdward Lodge, also £4. is. 8d., 
registry fees for seven members of St. John's Lodge, No. 19, Haldimand, 
making £12. 13s. 6d. The reason of my remitting this amount to our Prov. 
Grand Master, rather than yourself, was that I had been informed that he 
would leave Montreal for England about that time, and as the brethren who 
had paid their fees were extremely anxious that their names should be regis- 
tered on his arrival in London, I feared there would not be sufficient time to 
remit the amount to you in season for you to advise him previous to his 
departure. I have since received directions from him to remit such amounts 
as I may receive directly to you, he paying the amount passed to his credit 
on your books to the Grand Lodge of England. 

I remain. 

Respectfully W. Sir, 

Yours fraternally, 

John Dean, 

P. Grand Secretary. 

Hon. J. H. Dunn. 

R. W. Bro. Dunn acknowledges Bro. Dean's letter, and does not 
object to his action. 

York, i6th December, 1822, 

Sir and Brother, — 

I have received your letter, and the sum of six pounds, currency, which 
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shall be duly accounted for by me to the Provincial Grand Master, by the 
first opportunity, on your account. 

I remain, sir and brother. 

Your most obedient servant, 

John H. Dunn, 

Grand Treasurer 

To Bro. Dean, Grand Secretary. 

This closes the account of Masonic work as far as the second 
Provincial Grand Lodge is concerned for the year 1822. The reports 
and correspondence in themselves contain the history of the Craft 
work for the year and, so far, the signs were most encouraging. 


CHAPTER II. 

The Meeting of the Second Provincial Grand Lodge in 18:23. 

— The Report of R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray to the 
Grand Master of England. — Intelligent Records. 

The work of the organized Craft went on apace. All were con- 
cerned in the success of the body that had undertaken to give to Ma- 
sonry in Upper Canada a permanent foothold. The difficulties 
between the different sections of the Craft at Kingston, Niagara, and 
at York had disappeared and the outlook was one that augured well 
for success. 

The reader will understand that all the original lodges founded 
by R- W^. Bro. Jarvis had dispensations and warrants issued by that 
officer, and that any of these lodges which affiliated with the Grand 
Convention at Kingston, on so doing received an additional permit 
or dispensation to continue work. At the same time all the lodges 
of the second Provincial Grand Lodge had to produce their original 
authority before being acknowledged by R. W. Bro. McGillivray. 
In the following letter two of these lodges are referred to, one at 
Richmond Military Settlement and the other located on the River 
Rideau. Both of these lodges had been created by the Convention, 
The lodge at Richmond was that in the county of Carleton and must 
not be confounded with the lodge at Richmond Mills in the county of 
Lennox. The lodge on the Rideau was that at Burritt's Rapids, 

Bath, 20th January, 1823. 

R. W. Sir:— 

I enclose you a communication received a few days since, from Richmond 
Lodge, held at Richmond miUtary settlement, with a petition, &c. As the 
dispensations granted by the R, W. Provincial Grand Master, had the original 
authority attached, I shall write to have it sent immediatefy, which will be 
forwarded to you when received. As you have given me discretionary power 
to reply to letters directed to me from the lodges, I shall in my reply, mention 
such points as, according to the usage at York, in granting dispensations, 
were deemed essential, merely giving my individual opinion, subject to your 
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corrections, and merely that the lodge may be apprised of what is necessary; 
as I know not whether you can grant dispensations without the registry fees 
being advanced, I shall not touch upon that point. As I presume, upon the 
proper vouchers (G. L. certiticates) being produced to you, no further registry 
fee will be required, I shall request the lodge to send such G. L. certificates 
as are possessed by the brethren from the Grand Lodge of England, and foi- 
ward them to you when received, or perhaps you may think proper to forward 
the dispensation to me, signed by yourself and Bro. Turquand/ to be sent to 
the petitioners; upon their complying with such requirements as you may see 
fit to direct, in which case postage might be saved, as the original dispensation 
might be attached here. 

I have also received a letter from the secretary of Rideau Lodge, dated 
2ist ult., stating that the summons to that lodge to meet in Provincial Grand 
Lodge at York was not received until the 4th ult., and also stating that imme- 
diately after St. John's day, he was instructed to say that further communica- 
tions would be sent, which, 1 presume, will contain a petition for a dispensation, 
in which case, should you see fit to send a blank, to be filled up with the 
names of the petitioners, and forwarded to them upon receiving their petition 
and their complying with the constitutional requirements, the business could 
be accomplished more readily, and I could report to you the proceedings 
thereon. 

Respectfully I remain, R. W. Sir, 

Vour most obedient servant and brother in Masonry, 

J*»hn Dean. 

James Fitzgibbon, Esq., Deputy Prov^l G. Master. 

R. W. Bro. McGillivray, having performed his allotted task in 
Canada, returned to Kngland, and made his report on the state of the 
Ci'aft to the ]M. W. Grand Master. The report is a voluminous one, 
reciting in an impartial and statesmanlike manner, the vicissitudes 
and difficulties wdiich the Canadian brethren had experienced in their 
eagerness for the welfare of the fraternity. Craft history from the 
time of the appointment of R. W. Bro. Jarvis, by the Duke of Athol, 
was given, and the conduct of that officer reviewed in a manner that 
proved that R. W. Bro. McGilHvray had thoroughly grasped the situ- 
ation. The report is a most interesting and incisive document, and 
cannot fail, even in the now prosperous days of the Craft in this 
country, to draw forth encomiums for its excellent composition, and 
the care exercised in its preparation. The letters referred to as Ap- 
pendix Nos. I -2 1, have been already given in preceding chapters, for 
the reason that they properly belong to the different periods of time 
during the reorganization of the Craft by Bro. McGillivray. 

Bro. McGillivray in his report impartially surveyed and thor- 
oughly dealt with the Craft surroundings and ever^^ leading event 
which had occurred in Upper Canada from the day of issue of the 
warrant of R. W. Bro. Jarvis down to the date of reorganization in 
iS:22. The report opened by an allusion to the instrttctions from the 
Grand Master of England and the necessity for a recapitulation of the 
circumstances connected with the case. The appointment of R. W. 
Bro. Jarvis in 1792 was theli noted, and in connection therewith the 
fact that his authority was limited to the issuance of dispensations, 
which power had been exceeded by the issuance of warrants. Sur- 
prise is then expressed as to the motives of Bro. Jarvis for such an 
assumption of authority, for which the Craft held Bro. Danby, who 
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was regarded as " an oracle/' responsible rather than the Provincial 
Grand Master, and it is added that Bro. Danby having brought out 
the warrant of the Provincial Grand Master from England, possessed 
an influence which made Bro. Jarvis " a mere tool " in his hands. 
Bro. McGillivray then reports that he could find no evidence of the 
reorganization of the Provincial Grand Lodge after the removal of R. 
W. Bro. Jarvis from Niagara to York, and states that from that day 
Bro. Jarvis did nothing but retain his warrant and withhold sanction 
from the proceedings of the brethren congregated in Grand Lodge at 
Niagara, and that the dues demanded by the gentlemen at Niagara'' 
were levied " chiefly for the benefit of Brother Danby." The report 
then takes up the proceedings prior to the formation of the Kingston 
Convention, and the fact that the brethren from the United States, who 
had affiliated with the Canadian lodges, had introduced innovations 
and the higher degrees of Masonry, and that the general state of the 
Craft was unsatisfactory. Bro. McGillivray then dealt with the Con- 
vention and its purposes, admitting that it was advisable " and that 
its work had been beneficial,'' but pointed out that that work should 
have been confined to the charge of the lodges working at its incep- 
tion, without any attempt to organize new lodges. Having disposed 
of the preliminary matters, Bro. McGillivray recounts his procedure 
from the day of his arrival. He had commenced his report with the 
fixed purpose — so well maintained — of being impartial, and recites the 
appointment of Bro. Dean as Provincial Grand Secretary, his inter- 
view with Bro. Z. M. Phillips, and the eastern brethren, who he was 
gratified to find " were respectable and reasonable men/' He states 
that he had met Bro. Kerr at Niagara and that he too was cordial, 
while both parties tried to persuade " him that in dealing with the 
opposite party he would have great difficulty.'' Both parties, how- 
ever, were willing to pay respect to the commands of the Grand Lodge 
of Kngland, allowing Bro. McGillivray to adjust all differences. The 
report then gives the preliminary work prior to the formation of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge, the difficulties of dealing with some of the 
brethren and the care that had to be exercised in order to accomplish 
the result desired, the appointment of Bro. Turquand of York, as 
second Grand Secretary, acting with Bro. Dean, the conference with 
a delegation of brethren who were disposed to give trouble, and the 
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge with the selection of officers 
made and the division of honors so that the different elements might 
be pacified. Bro. McGillivray was careful throughout his report to 
point out that at the Provincial Grand Lodge meeting all allusion to 
the Convention at Kingston or the schismatic Grand Lodge at Ni- 
agara was avoided, and exemplified his impartiality by a record of the 
awarding of the rank of Past Deputy Provincial Grand Masters to 
R. W. Bros. Z. M. Phillips, the ex-president of the Convention, and 
Bro. Robert Kerr, the ex-presiding officer of the Niagara Grand 
Lodge, and by the appointment of Bro. W. J. Kerr, son of Bro. Robert 
Kerr, as Provincial Grand Senior Warden, and that of Bro. Benjamin 
Fairfield, of Addington lodge, a member of the Convention, as Pro- 
vincial Grand Junior Warden, while the office of Provincial Grand 
Senior Deacon was allotted to Bro. E. S. Adams, a son of the last 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA, 


45 


Provincial Grand Master of the Niagara body, and Bro. Alex. J. 
Ferns of Kingston as the Provincial Grand Junior Deacon, of R. W. 
Bro. Rev. Wm. Smart, of Brockville, as Provincial Grand Chaplain, 
and of R. W. Bro. Dunn as Provincial Grand Treasurer, with the 
selection of a finance committee of prominent members. 

The letters referred to in the report of R. W. Bro. McGillivray 
^re given in their proper order in the history of that period which 
covers the second Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The report to the M. W, the Grand Master reads : — 

To His Royal Highness, the Duke of Sussex, &c., &c.. Most Worshipful 
Grand Master of the United Fraternity of Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons 
of Kngland. 

May it please your Royal Highness. 

In obedience to the command of your Royal Highness that I should report 
all such proceedings as I should adopt under the patent, which your Royal 
Highness was pleased to grant to me, as Provincial Grand Master for the 
Province of Upper Canada, I have now the honour to submit such report to 
your Royal Highness, and I trust your Royal Highness will pardon the 
liberty I take in framing the same in the shape of a letter, which I am induced 
to do in consequence of the faciHty and brevity thereby afforded. 

Since, in the midst of your Royal Highness* other and more important 
avocations, it is probable that some of the circumstances connected with the 
recent state of Masonry in Upper Canada, and which called for the mission 
entrusted to me, may have escaped your Royal Highness' recollection, there- 
fore, in order to give an intelligible and connected view of the case, it is 
necessary that I should commence with a retrospect of the circumstances in 
question, of which I shall endeavour to recapitulate as briefly as possible. 

It appears that in the year 1792 the Grand Lodge of England, whereof his 
Grace, the Duke of Athol, was Grand Master, the R. W. James Agar, Deputy 
Grand Master, &c,, &c., granted a patent to the late Bro. Wm. Jarvis, Secre- 
tary of the Province of Upper Canada, appointing him to be Provincial Grand 
Master in and for the said province, according to the form of patent then in 
use, and of which a copy will be found in the Appendix No. i. 

The substance of the authority delegated to Bro. Jarvis by the said patent 
amounted to empowering him to appoint a Deputy Grand Master in and over 
the said province, and to grant dispensations for the holding of lodges, and 
making of Freemasons, but such dispensations were to remain in force for the 
space of twelve calendar months and no longer, the intention being that the 
lodges, so to be constructed, under the dispensations of Bro. Jarvis, should in 
due time, receive regular warrants from the Grand Lodge, by which his patent 
was granted, but upon this very important point a great misunderstanding 
seems to have prevailed from the very beginning, although the words of the 
patent are sufficiently clear and unequivocal to render such misunderstanding 
ver>- difficult of explanation. 

I annex in Appendix No. 2, a copy of one of the warrants granted by Bro. 
Jarvis for holding a lodge, and all others are couched in similar terms, which, 
it will be observed, simply, is not a dispensation, granted for a limited period, 
and under the delegated authority of a deputy, but a warrant granted by a 
Grand Lodge, and without any restriction or limitation whatever. The words 
used in these warrants are as follows: "We do hereby further authorize and 
empower our said trusty and well-beloved brethren (A. B. &c., &c.), with the 
consent of the members of their lodge to nominate, choose, and instal their 
successors, to whom they shall deliver this warrant, and invest them with their 
powers and dignities as Freemasons, and such successors shall in like manner, 
nominate, choose, and instal their successors, &c., &c., &c., such installations 
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to be Upon or near every St. John's Day, during the continuance of this lodge 

forever." 

It is difficult to imagine how Bro. Jarvis and the brethren whom he was 
associated with as ofificers of this Provincial Grand Lodge, should have ven- 
tured thus to assume powers, which a more minute perusal of his patent would 
show they did not possess. Upon this point I have questioned the Past Pro- 
vincial Grand officers, with whom I had an opportunity of conversing, some 
of whom declared they never had seen the original patent granted to Bro. 
Jarvis, while others stated that they understood subsequent authority had been 
received from England, abrogating the limitations of time imposed upon dis- 
pensations in the patent, and all concurred in imputing to a certain Bro. 
Christopher Danby, rather than to Bro. Jarvis himself, the blame of the irregu- 
larities which had taken place. 

It appears that Bro. Danby was the person entrusted to carry out from 
England the patent sent to Bro. Jarvis, and he was introduced as a brother, 
well skilled in Masonry. Bro. Jarvis himself seems to have known very little 
of the matter, and bestowed very little attention upon it. There seems indeed 
to have been no experienced Mason in the province, and Bro. Danby, first in 
the character of Lecture Master, and afterwards as Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, seems on all occasions to have been referred to as an oracle, and is 
quoted as the authority for everything that was done. I shall have occasion 
to speak of Bro, Danby further in the sequel who still survives to endure the 
evils of old age and poverty, the latter arising, I am told, from his own habits 
of irregularity and intemperance. 

At the time in question the seat of Government of the Province of Upper 
Canada was at Niagara, on the south side of Lake Ontario, and the gentlemen, 
nominated by Bro. Jarvis as Provincial Grand Officers, were chiefly residents 
of that District. Some years afterwards the seat of Provincial Government was 
removed to York, on the north side of the lake, and Bro. Jarvis, as Provincial 
Secretary, had to remove his residence accordingly, but the officers of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge, and the lodges which had been constituted in the 
Niagara District, having previously assumed the powers of an independent 
Grand Lodge in granting warrants, now conceived that they had a right as 
such to act for themselves, and to elect a successor to Bro. Jarvis, as their 
Provincial Grand Master. Bro. Jarvis seems to have been, in the first instance, 
a mere tool in the hands of Bro. Danby, and as he never made his own 
authority felt or understood in his own Provincial Lodge (Grand) he found 
subsequently that he did not possess any influence, at least, in the opinion 
of his former officers and associates, some of whom, as members of society, 
were possessed of more energy and influence than himself, though as Masons] 
they seemed to have been all alike uninformed, unless it was Bro. Danby,' 
who, if he possessed information, seems to have made a very improper use of it' 
It is not, however, my object to state or to investigate accusations against 
any person, but to give a short view of the facts, which have been reported to 
me. and these were, that when Brother Jarvis removed to York, the lodges at 
Niagara held a meeting and elected the late Robert Hamilton. Esq., Provincial 
Grand Master. Brother Jarvis retained possession of his patent. The self- 
constituted Grand Lodge retained the other records, and the jewels and 
furniture, and went on year after year electing their successors up to the 
present time. During the American war, and when the towns on the Niagara 
frontier were burnt by the enemy, these records and jewels, &c.. were destroyed 
details * impossible, even were it desirable, to enter into particular 

It does not appear that Brother Jarvis made any attempt to constitute a 
Provmcial Grand Lodge at York, at least I could not find any traces of his 
having done so, and his death, which took place in the year t8i7 was the 
immediate cause of the recent Masonic dissensions in the province and the 
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conflicting applications to the Grand Lodge of England, It appears that 
during his life he contented himself with retaining his patent, and withholding 
his sanction from the proceedings of the soi-disant " Provincial Grand 
Lodge at Niagara, and in consequence of this becoming known, several of 
the private lodges, which had been constituted, discontinued payment of their 
dues, xvhich were always demanded by the gentlemen at Niagara, and which 
as far as paid, appear of late to have been expended chiefly for the benefit of 
Brother Danby, but as there is no authority for enforcing these payments, or 
of enforcing any other regulations over the private lodges, it may easily be 
imagined that the fraternity altogether was in a state of considerable discord. 

In the meantime the Craft in point of number had greatly increased in the 
province. Several of the lodges, which had been constituted, as already stated, 
made many Masons, without giving them, or perhaps, being incompetent to 
give them much instruction, and many of the emigrants, who were annually 
added to the population of the province, were already Freemasons. Some of 
these emigrants joined the lodges which they found established in the 
province, and being more practised in Masonry than those whom they thus 
joined, became instructors, or in other words introduced innovations, which 
were received more readily in consequence of the disorganized state of the 
ruling powers, or rather the want of any ruling power in the province, which 
could be referred to as an authority. These new acquisitions were principally 
from the United States of America, and in addition to the instructions they 
bestowed on the Craft in LJpper Canada, they introduced new and higher 
degrees in Masonry, and in fact took the lead in most of the lodges. Some of 
them were accused by the gentlemen, acting as a Grand Lodge at Niagara, 
of teaching more than they professed, that is, of inculcating principles of dis- 
loyalty, and mixing Republicanism with Masonry, and this accusation was 
countenanced by the fact that two or three of the persons who in the 
beginning of the American war, were driven from the province as emissaries of 
the enemy, happened to be Freemasons. The lodges, who had seceded from 
the body at Niagara, retorted on them, the chatge of assuming authority, 
which they did not possess, attempting to deceive the lodge, and levy money 
on false pretences, and as usual in disputes of this kind both parties got out 
of humour and called each other harsh names, whilst in the interval adminis- 
tration of the lodges became more and more irregular. Men whose conduct 
reflected discredit on the fraternity, gained admission to the lodges; respect- 
able men shrank from associating with them, and thus Masonry seemed sink- 
ing into irretrievable anarchy and even contempt. 

Such seemed to have been the state of matters generally in the province 
at the time of Bro. Jarvis' death, with the exception perhaps ot the Niagara 
district, where the survivors of the original body of Masons, constituted at 
first by Bro. Jarvis, still retained their influence, and, however, unauthorized 
their conduct as Masons might be in assuming the functions of a Provincial 
Grand Lodge, yet as individuals, several of them were respectable members 
of society, and as such, contributed in that district to support the external 
respectability of the fraternity. But that the general state of the Craft was 
such as I have stated, will sufficiently appear from the preamble to the proceed- 
ings of the Convention, which was constituted in Kingston, on the 8th of 
February, 1819, and a copy of whose proceedings and constitution, will be 
found in Appendix, No. 2. 

The measure of constituting this Convention appears under the circum- 
stances of the case, to have been advisable, and in its consequences it certainly 
has been beneficial. The proceedings will speak for themselves. The repeated 
applications to your Royal Highness by the Convention, to appoint a Provin- 
cial Grand Master of their choosing, are already before your Royal Highness; 
another cause for your Royal Highness to delay such an appointment, has to 
the best of my knowledge been explained in my letters, which I shall hereafter 
refer to (Appendix Nos. 4 and 5). 
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If the Convention had confined its proceedings to regulating the conduct of 
existing lodges, and making the necessary representations to your Royal 
Highness, and to the Grand Lodge, I should so far as I am informed, bestow 
upon the conduct of its members, unqualified approbation, but in assuming the 
authority to grant dispensations to new lodges, or in conceiving that their 
dispensations gave additional sanction to old lodges, they certainly were in 
erroi", and some of their leading members have been charged with intention- 
a)l> assuming an authority, which they knew could not be admitted by the 
Grand Lodge, in order thus to render any reconciliation impossible, and to 
set up a separate and independent authority in connection with some of the 
State Grand Lodges of the United States. I am induced in consequence of my 
own subsequent observations to believe that such might have been the case, 
with a few individuals, but it certainly was not the general feeling, unless as 
a measure of extreme resort in the event of the application to England being 
ultimately unsuccessful, and the reason which the leading members of the 
Convention have assigned as inducing them to assume the power of granting 
new dispensations, is that in some of the new settlements, those of the 
emigrants, or new settlers, who were Freemasons, had already associated 
together, and constituted themselves into lodges without any dispensations or 
admissions of supreme authority, and therefore it was necessary to grant them 
dispensations, in order to acquire the right to regulate their proceedings, and 
to prevent them from acting as independent lodges. 

Having thus to the best of my knowledge given a correct general view of 
the state of Masonry throughout the province, it will not be necessary to 
repeat to your Royal Highness, separately, the information obtained from 
different individuals, at the different places I had to visit, and it is time I 
should give an account of the measures I adopted in pursuance of the mission 
entrusted to me by your Royal Highness. 

I arrived in Montreal early in July, and being detained upwards of a 
month in Lower Canada, it was on the 13th of August that I set out for the 
Upper Province, I had previously (on the 20th July) written to the two 
secretaries of the rival Masonic bodies at Kingston and Niagara, The letters, 
which will be found in the Appendix, Nos. 4 and 5, and which contain 
answers on behalf of your Royal Highness to the application of both parties; 
it is my object to explain to the respective parties the authority with which I 
was vested, and to ofifer them such explanations as were likely to be satisfac- 
tory, without taking any side, or in any manner committing myself by a prema- 
ture declaration of my future intentions; in fact, I had determined that until 
after I had conversed with, or had the statement of all the leading parties, I 
would not bestow or promise any office in the Provincial Grand Lodge nor do 
anything more than to listen to what should be stated, and recommend forbear- 
ance to all parties? My letters to the Secretary of the Convention. Bro. Dean, 
produced a very satisfactory answer (Appendix, No. 6). My subsequent letters 
to him of the 15th and 23rd of August, in the latter of which I appointed him 
to be Provmcial Grand Secretary, will be found in Appendix Nos. 7 and 8 

On my way to Kingston I happened to find the Assizes or Circuit Court 
sitting at Brockville, and the President of the Masonic Convention Bro' 
Phillips, and several masters, and members 6f lodges, belonging thereto being 
in attendance as grand jurists, suitors, or witnesses. I had an opportunity of 
conferrmg with them separately, as well as of explaining the object of my 
mission to them connectedly, and I was gratified to find that they appeared 
to be respectable and reasonable men. They were as might be expected 
anxious that the proceedings of the Convention should be confirmed, or that 
the Convention should be summoned to deliberate and negotiate on the subject 
of my mission and they were rather inclined to be uncharitable in their con- 
struction of the conduct and motives of the brethren at Niagara But this 
feeling I was obhged to meet at once by informing them that T conceived it to 
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be my duty, if possible to reconcile the feelings of all parties, without prejudice 
or partiality in favour of either party; they must therefore, leave me to arrange 
matters with the brethren at Niagara in my own way, and confine themselves 
to the consideration of their own concerns. I stated that I had no objection 
to their calling a meeting of the Convention, and discussing such matters as 
they thought proper, but that I could not hold any communication with them 
in the character of delegates to a Convention, nor could I recognize any 
general body of Masons in the province, until such time as I should be enabled 
to assemble a Provincial Grand Lodge. I addressed them as Masters and 
officers of private lodges, and stated that I should follow the same plan at 
Niagara, and that after hearing and considering the sentiments of the brethren 
in that district, as well as those present, I should determine upon, and 
give immediate intimation of the further proceedings to be adopted. I recom- 
mended mutual forbearance, and conciliation as the best pledge of the future 
unanimity so essential to the general interests of the fraternity, and expressed 
my hope that it might not become necessary to enter into any investigation of 
the past, but that all might unite in endeavouring to be right for the future. 

This view of the subject, though evidently new to the brethren, seemed 
satisfactory to them, and Mr. Phillips said that under these circumstances he 
did not think it necessary to assemble any previous meeting of the Convention. 

We, therefore, parted on very good terms, and on my way through Kings- 
ton, I wrote to Brother Dean, the letter already referred to in Appendix, No. 8. 

On the 26th of August, I arrived at Niagara, and my communication to 
Dr. Kerr at Montreal, and my letter to Mr. McBride (see Appendix No. 5) 
having already explained the object of my mission, I found the leading brethren 
of that district, disposed to receive me with cordiality, but like the brethren 
at Brockville they were inclined to persuade me that I should have great 
difficulty in dealing with the Convention. 

Thus each party for itself professed to acquiesce in your Royal Highness' 
decision, but each represented the other as unreasonable and intractable, and 
my language to both was the same: You will do well to act for yourselves 
and leave me to deal with the other party, &c-" In fact the gentlemen at 
Niagara were by this time pretty well satisfied that they had all along been 
in error in their election of Provincial Grand officers, and they therefore 
readily acquiesced in my views of avoiding all reference to the past which I am 
persuaded was in every respect, the best policy, since an investigation and 
consequent censure of some individuals, would, without answering any good 
purpose, have led to much dissension, and probably caused many secessions 
from the fraternity which was already but too weak in respectable members. 

As a matter of civility to Bro. Adams, the gentleman last elected by the 
brethren of the Niagara District, as their Provincial Grand Master, and who 
was presented to me as a well-disposed and respectable man, I wrote him the 
letter which will be found in Appendix No. 9, and having thus obtained all the 
prelin^tnary information and taken all the preliminary steps, which the case 
seemed to require, T proceeded to consider about the final instructions to be 
given for summoning the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The result of my best consideration of the subject will be found in my 
letters of the 27th of August, to Brothers Dean, Phillips and Fitzgibbon, to 
which I beg leave to refer in Appendix, Nos. 10, 11 and 12. It will be recollect- 
ed that I had previously appointed Bro. Dean to act provisionally as Provin- 
cial Grand Secretary, but he had not accepted the appointment, and I therefore 
deemed it requisite to send a copy of my letter to the President of the Conven- 
tion in order that he might give it circulation, if Brother Dean should decline 
to act as secretary. 

Your Royal Highness will recollect that Brother Fitzgibbon was strongly 
recommended by the Convention to be appointed Provincial Grand Master, 
and having it in view to appoint him my Deputy, though I kept that intimation 
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to myself for the present, yet it was proper to give him personal intimation of 
what was going on, and a copy of my letter to Brother Dean was also given 
to Brother McBride, who had acted as secretary of the Niagara district, m 
order to be by him circulated among the lodges with whom he was in com- 
munication. 

It now would be of little use to enlarge upon the points, on which I still 
anticipated some difficulties in effecting a regular organization of the fraternity 
in Upper Canada. The plan which I adopted, and the precautions which I 
took, will best appear from my letter No. lo, already referred to, and having 
thus so far as it depended upon me done everything which appeared necessary 
in the performance of the duty, which my mission required, I continued my 
tour to the interior of the province, and after visiting the western district, I 
returned to Niagara, and arrived at York on the 15th day of September, the 
Provincial Grand Lodge having been summoned to meet there on the ^oth. 

I annex in the Appendix No. 13, copy of letter from Brother Adams, and 
Nos. 14 and 15 of letters from Brother Dean, in answer, or in consequence 
of my letters of the 27th August, and these, with No. 16, copy of the circular 
summons addressed to the different lodges by Brother Dean as Provincial 
Grand Secretary, will give your Royal Highness a view of all that was done, 
and of the sentiments expressed by the diflferent parties previous to the meet- 
ing at York. 

On my arrival at York, and after seeing Brother Fitzgibbon, respecting 
whom I had made sufficient previous enquiry, I determined to appoint him 
my deputy, and accordingly gave him the necessary act of appointment. It 
then did, and still does appear to me that Brother Fitzgibbori's character and 
habits qualify him peculiarly for the performance of the duties of what is likely 
to prove rather a troublesome office, and what requires more than ordinary 
zeal in the cause to undertake. His Masonic experience has not been very 
great, but such instructions as I was capable to afford, have been given, and 
I feel confident that he will soon greatly improve the state of the lodges 
under his superintendence. 

It was obviously ixecessary to appoint a Provincial Secretary to assist 
and act under the direction of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, and from 
the great extent of the province (some of the lodges being situated at a dis- 
tance of 500 miles from each other), and the probability that the Provincial 
Grand Lodge might occasionally meet in different districts, I thought it 
would be extremely convenient to have the assistance of two secretaries, 
and therefore in addition to Brother Dean, I appointed Brother Turquand, 
assistant to the Surveyor-General of the Province, to be the other Provincial 
Grand Secretary. 

At York 1 had the advantage of being personally acquainted with the 
most respectable individuals in the society of the place, and the subject of 
my Masonic mission being occasionally alluded to in conversation, I soon 
found that several of my friends were Freemasons, although they had never 
joined or visited any of the lodges in the province, nor taken any notice 
whatever of the proceedings or progress of the Craft, and on my expressing 
regret at this indifference on their part, the answer was that Masonry had 
not been in such hands, nor conducted in such a manner, as to offer any 
inducement to respectable men to associate with some of them whom they 
might be liable to meet in the lodges. I answered that even if the case were 
so, it was partly caused by the absence of the influence and example of in- 
dividuals like themselves, who, instead of thus leaving Masonry in the hands 
of persons with whom they could not associate, ought themselves to be the 
leaders and rulers of the Craft. I explained to them the measures which had 
already been adopted for the exclusion of improper persons, and those which 
would be enforced under the authority and constitution of the Grand Lodge 
of England, and finally a sufficient number of these gentlemen, having agreed 
to form a lodge, petitioned accordingly for a dispensation. I had great sat- 
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isfaction in granting it to them, and I anticipate great benefit to the Craft from 
their countenance and support. Amongst the members of this lodge (the St. 
Andrew's No. i) are one of the judges of the Court of King's Bench, the 
Surveyor-General of the province, the Receiver-General, who is also a Legis- 
lative Councillor, the Governor's Secretary, the principal aFde-de-camp. the 
Adjutant General of Militia, &c., &c., &c., and although these local distinc- 
tions may not be very highly appreciated in England, yet in Canada these 
gentlemen are a great acquisition to the general respectability of Masonry, 
and their personal and official influence will in many cases have a very 
beneficial effect. I had also the satisfaction of rescuing from rather doubtful 
hands the warrant granted by Brother Jarvis to Lodge No. 2 (No. i he had 
not given), and I have given a dispensation under that number to a select 
association of highly respectable brethren at Niagara, and I shall consider a 
further extension of lodges of this description as a subject of congratulation 
for very obvious reasons. 

On the i8th of September the brethren from the country began to arrive, 
and they kept making their appearance in twos and threes during the 19th 
and 20th and 21st, so that it was impossible to hold a meeting on the ap- 
pointed day (the 20th), since there was some labour for the secretaries and 
myself in arranging the documents brought up by the different lodges and 
preparing dispensations for them, without which they had notice that they 
could not be received in the Provincial Grand Lodge. I saw, very soon, 
that the required payment of the registering fees would occasion difificulties 
as it was easy to perceive the drift of several questions asked by diflferent 
parties in succession, to detail all which would be needlessly to intrude upon 
your Royal Highness' time. 

At length, on the morning of the 21st, a note was placed in my hands, 
stating that a committee appointed by the delegates of several of the lodges 
in the province wished to confer with me on Masonic business. To this note 
I returned a verbal answer, (the note was signed by C. Duncombe, chairman 
of the said committee) by one of the secretaries, stating that I could not 
recognize nor receive delegates from lodges, nor hold any communication 
with a committee professing to act in that capacity. I had summoned the at- 
tendance of masters, past masters and wardens of lodges, and I could 
not receive them in any other character, but if any private members, as indi- 
viduals, wished to converse with me, I should at all times be glad to see 
them. Accordingly five of the brethren came to my quarters, and my deputy 
and secretary being present, a very long conversation took place, the whole 
of which it is impossible to repeat, but the substance of a part of which 1 
feel it right to report to your Royal Highness. 

The chairman of the committee was the principal orator, and he really 
possessed great fluency of talking. He and those who thought with him (for 
they were not unanimous) wished to negotiate, instead of giving the [ relimi- 
nary promise, which I had required ** to obey the laws of the Grand Lodge 
and the commands of the Grand Master." They stated that althou^:;!! they 
dircctl3'' represented only three lodges, yet there were several others which 
would certainly follow their example; in short, they plainly gave me to under- 
stand that they were leaders of a party who were doubtful about submitting 
to my authority, and who meant to claim further concessions, as the condi- 
tion of receiving a Provincial Grand Master, appointed in England. The 
first point, therefore, for which they contended was that they ought to have 
the power or right to appoint their own Grand Master. They were pleased 
to say that they had no objection to me, and they were even disposed to 
pa3^ me personal compliments, but referred to my predecessor's neglect of his 
office, and asked what guarantee they could have against similar neglect in 
his successor ? or what check they could have over a Provincial Grand 
Master, unless that of re-election. They then complained of being called on 
to pay the registering fees, talked of the poverty of the province, (which at 
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the present moment is too true), and affirmed that several of them had al- 
ready paid these fees to the Grand Lodge of Niagara, as it is called, and how 
did they know that they might not be called on to pay the same fee a third 
time. To these questions, some of which were scarcely courteous, I gave 
the best answers that occurred to me. I told them that after their lodges 
had obtained warrants, and they themselves should be registered Masons in 
the books of the Grand Lodge, they would have a right to be there repre- 
sented, and complain of any misconduct or neglect in their Provincial Grand 
Master or any other officer. That as to the fees, I lamented to hear it stated 
that they had already been paid at Niagara, since, if that was the case, the 
money had been misapplied; and on further enquiry they stated the fees to 
have been paid to the unfortunate Brother Danby. As to their plea of 
poverty, I observed that in my opinion that any individual to whom the 
amount of the fee was an object, was a very unfit person to be admitted a 
member of the lodge, and as to giving them satisfaction that their fees 
should not be required a third time, I had to tell them it was not my inten- 
tion to touch a shilling of their money, but tEat having obtained the consent 
of the Hon. John H. Dunn, his Majesty's Receiver-General for the province, 
to act as Provincial Grand Treasurer, it was my intention to propose his 
election to that office, and they would have thus a sufficient security for all 
monies paid to him. I requested them to understand that they were not to 
expect concessions, as if I were negotiating with them, or bad any point to 
gain by persuading them. On the contrary they were to be the gainers. 
They were at present not within the pale of ]egitimate Masonry, and in con- 
sequence of their own repeated applications to the Grand Lodge, I was 
authorized to receive them into the fraternity on very liberal tenns, which 
had been fully explained in the circular letter, and ample instructions given 
respecting the steps to be taken by them to qualify themselves to be so re- 
reived, and if they neglected or refused to follow these instructions, or if their 
influence should persuade others so to do, they themselves would be the only 
sufferers, because they would be excluded from communication with the 
lodges forming the regular establishment. I laid before them the book of 
constitutions, and my own instructions from your Eoyal Highness, and told 
them that they having mide no reserve or concealment from the beginning, 
but with the frankness which I thought became my Masonic character duly 
stated explicitly what was required of them, they were to consider what my 
ground was, and that I should abide by it. They said that their lodges had 
not had time to prepare the necessary documents in consequence of the 
short notice, and that they had brought no money with them to pay their 
fees, to which I replied that money was no question with me, the lodges 
would have to settle that point, when they received their dispensations, with 
the Provincial Treasurer, when he should be elected, and it was my duty to 
see that none should receive dispensations except such as took the proper 
way of applying for them. 

This was the result of our conference, and I understood afterwards that 
there was a general meeting of the brethien held in the evening, the par- 
ticulars of which did not transpire, nor did I make any enquiries about them. 

The following day was Sunday, and having given dispensations to all 
the lodges, whose officers had applied with the proper documents, I ap- 
pointed them to assemble in Provincial Grand Lodge on Monday the 23rd, 
at noon. The Lodge, No. 16, at York had a very good lodge room, which 
was prepared for the occasion, and as soon as the keys were in our possession 
I delivered to the secretaries the former instructions, inserted in Appendix 
No. 17, directing whom to admit, and whom to exclude, and whether in con- 
sequence of this decided step, or of previous reconsideration I know not but 
I was speedily favoured with another visit from the delegates, who came now 
to express their regrets at having been misinformed on some points, to offer 
their own influence in order to satisfy their own and other lodges, 
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of which they had spoken, and to request permission to attend 
the Provincial Grand Lodge. I told them I was glad to find this 
change in their sentiments, but I did not see how they could be 
admitted to the Provincial Grand Lodge, unless they had brought up the 
proper documents to enable me to grant dispensations to their lodges. As 
individuals I could not admit them, nor I could not accept the promise or 
promised influence of any person, as an equivalent for the official proceedings 
of lodges, and signatures of petitions. On this a petition from one of the 
lodges, regularly signed, and which, it seems, was kept back to try what I 
would concede without it, was produced, and I gave them a dispensation, 
but still two brethren remained unqualified to be admitted, and as I refused 
to deviate from the plan I had laid down, or to receive them as members 
of the Grand Lodge, they asked permission to attend as visitors. To this I 
objected, and pointed out to them the difference betwixt the situation in 
which they had placed themselves, and that of actual visiting brethren or 
members of acknowledged lodges. Their lodges were for the present, in con- 
sequence of their own contumacy, to be considered not acknowledged by the 
Grand Lodge, and until they should set themselves right in this point, none 
of their members could be admitted to any Masonic communication. Upon 
this one of the gentlemen (he, who had been the principal spokesman), said 
that according to my explanation he had a right to be present as a visitor, 
in consequence of being Past Master of a lodge in the United States; and 
admitting the principle, I asked for documents to prove the fact, but he said 
he had left them at home, and then considering that the point I wished to 
establish was now fully admitted, and that it might be good policy to send 
these persons home satisfied with our proceedings, I told them, that although 
they were not members of the Provincial Grand Lodge, and I could not 
permit them to assist in constituting it, yet that after the lodge was opened, 
if they should apply for admission as visitors I should not prevent their 
being admitted, but should submit the question to the decision of the lodge, 
and thus the matter was satisfactorily settled, as the vote for their admission 
was unanimous. 

I annex in Appendix No. i8, a copy of the proceeding of our Provincial 
Grand Lodge, which, in substance at least, will, I trust, be satisfactory to 
your Royal Highness. In the choice of officers I was actuated by the wish, 
as much as possible, to conciliate the feelings of the different parties, and 
to show impartiality between the different districts of the province. 

Thus the Provincial Senior Grand Warden is the son of Dr. Kerr of 
whom I have already made mention, and who is himself a member of the 
Provincial Legislature. The J. G. W. is a respectable lawyer, living in 
Kingston. The S. G. D. is the son of Brother Adams, whom I superseded 
as nominal P. G. M. at -Niagara, another J. G. D. is a young lawyer from 
Kingston. Of the Provincial D. G. M.. the Treasurer and Secretaries, I have 
already spoken, and the Chaplain is a respectable clergyman from Brock- 
ville, and Principal of the R. A. Chapter at that place. Thus the Provincial 
Grand Lodge is very respectably constituted, and I trust its proceedings will 
continue to merit the approbation of your Royal Highness and the Grand 
Lodge. 

In order to avoid any reference to former dissensions, I prevented any 
mention of the Convention, or its proceedings, from appearing in our 
minutes. The members of that body formed a decided majority amongst us, 
and their first proposition was to confirm the proceedings of the Convention 
and to pass a vote of thanks to its President, Brother Phillips. I said I had 
no objection to a vote of thanks to Brother Phillips for his services in the 
cause of Masonry generally, and that it was my intention to confer on him 
a mark of distinction in the Grand Lodge (Provincial), but in consequence 
of the differences which had existed among them, the proceedings of the 
one party could not be confirmed without implying a censure of the other, 
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and to deal frankly with them, I could not concur in wholly approving the 
conduct of either party. The vote of thanks, as it now stands m the minutes, 
was then passed, and I have since transmitted to Brother Phillips the marK 
of distinction to which I alluded, being a warrant or patent, which gives 
him in the Province of Upper Canada the rank of Past Provincial Deputy 

Grand Master. • - i a 

Those gentlemen who had been elected at Niagara as Provincial and 
Deputy Grand Masters. I have left to return to the ranks of private brethren, 
but I have recognized the rank of Bro. Dr. Kerr, and another brother, who 
were in succession appointed Deputy Provincial Grand Masters by Brother 
Jarvis, and as they were both from the Niagara District, and of the Niagara 
party. I thought it fair to appoint Mr. Phillips to the same rank, as repre- 
senting the Kingston District, and the party of the Convention. This is 
the only instance in which I have exceeded the specific powers contained in 
my commission, and in consideration of the circumstances of the case, I 
.humbly hope your Royal Highness will approve of the proceeding. 

In order, so far as I could, to prevent any luture recurrence to the dis- 
sension which had existed, or at any rate to put upon record my opinions as 
to the merits of the case between the two parties. I took occasion, in answer- 
ing a letter from Brother Adams, containing a rather injudicious application 
on behalf of the unfortunate Brother Danby, to enter a little into the merits 
of the irregular proceedings at Niagara. Brother Adams' letter and my 
answer, with a further letter of the same date, and on the same subject, to 
Dr. Kerr, are inserted in the Appendix Nos. 19. 20 and 21. Then, lest if 
should hereafter be asserted that J had wholly approved of the proceedings 
of the Convention, I thought it right, subsequently, to write to Brother 
Phillips, and to my Deputy, Brother Fitzgibbon, the letters Nos. 23 and 23, 
with which 1 shall conclude the Appendix to this report, reserving for the 
subject of separate applications, various points, upon which I shall have to 
solicit further instructions and authority from your Royal Highness, in order 
to establish some further regulations, which appear to me likely to promote 
the interests of Masonry in Upper Canada. 

I could have wished to make this report less voluminous, but it seemed 
to me right to mention all the circumstances I have stated. 

The substance of it is that in pursuance of your Royal Highness' in- 
structions, I have constituted in Upper Canada a regular Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and have given dispensations to twenty private lodges of which one 
is a new lodge, and the other nineteen of which I found acting under such 
warrants or dispensations, as I have hereinbefore specified. Their petitions 
for warrants of constitution, I herewith submit to your Royal Highness, and 
beg permission humbly to second their request that the same may be granted. 
There are, or have been, about sixteen lodges more in different parts of the 
province, some of which from the distance and difficulty of communication 
to some of the new settlements, have not had the opportunity to apply regu- 
larly for dispensations, and others possibly could not have obtained them. 
The cases of those whose character and conduct may entitle them to be re- 
ceived as brothers, I shall hereafter have occasion to submit to your Royal 
Highness, and in the hope that this report of my proceedings will be re- 
ceived with that gracious indulgence which has always characterized your 
Royal Highness' acceptance of my humble services. 
I have the honour to be, 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, 

Your Royal Highness' 

Most faithful servant, 

(Signed) Simon McGillivray, 

P. G. M. for Upper Canada. 

Kensington Palace. 

28th February. 1823. 
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This report completed the work of R. W. Bro, McGillivray as far 
as the reorganization of the Provincial Grand Lodge was concerned. 
It was a reviewal of the Craft situation in Upper Canada from the pen 
of a man who had but one interest to serve and that the welfare of the 
fraternity. The authorities in Kngland covild not but be satisfied 
with the masterly manner in which their agent had acted, for he had 
united around one altar brethren who for years did not exemplify the 
charity which should be common among members of the institution. 

Bro. McGillivray did not return to England until February of 
1823, when he presented his report to the Grand Master of England. 

At the quarterly meeting of the United Grand Lodge in London, 
held on the 28th April, 1824, R. W. Bro. McGillivray was present. 
In the report of the 2nd June, his name appears as the President of 
the Board of General Purposes. In the list of lodges appended to the 
report none from Upper Canada had paid their contribution. From 
Lower Canada, however, they are No. 780, Union Lodge, Montreal, 
No. 78:2 at Montreal, No. 785, Golden Rule, Stanstead, and No. 786, 
Wellington Persevering Lodge at Montreal." 

In the MSS. left by Bro. Dean are copies of many letters written 
at different dates to prominent brethren in the jurisdiction, as well as 
to the R. W., the Deputy Provincial Grand Master. While some of 
these communications are comparatively unimportant, and for that 
matter not necessary to this history, yet the fact that they form con- 
necting links in the progress of the Craft, render them worthy of 
publication. The bare records of Craft meetings are not always of 
the most interesting character, but the writings of Bro. Dean and his 
brethren are refreshing, for they are earnest in their efforts to lift the 
Craft into the sphere to which it properly belonged. Bro. Dean was 
frank in expressing his opinions, and was bent on keeping even the 
Provincial Grand Master within the strict lines of Masonic usage. 
This will be seen from a letter in reply to one of subsequent date to 
Bro. John H. Dunn. 

Bath, 5th February, 1823. 

Sir and Brother: — 

Yours of the 23rd December has been received and together with the 
papers enclosed, was immediately forwarded to the R. W. D. G. M. at York, 
from whom I have not since heard. Upon some points upon which you re- 
quest information, I do not feel myself competent to answer decidedly, as 
the Provincial Grand Lodge has not been long enough in operation for the 
precise routine of business to be established and defined. I will, however, 
give you my individual opinions, subject to the explanations or corrections 
of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master. 

Respecting the registry, you appear to understand from my former cir- 
cular that the fees now required are for registering in the books of the P. G. 
Lodge. This is not the case. The fee required is the stated fee for registering 
on the books of the United Grand Lodge of Kngland/' upon which all 
the names of the members of the lodges subordinate to the P. G. L. must 
appear. And agreeably to the constitution every lodge must procure a G. 
L. certificate for every brother made therein, (which can be done through 
the P. G. Lodge). I am, therefore, of opinion that of such brethren as 
have already been registered on the books of the Grand Lodge of England, 
no further fee will be required. It therefore becomes necessary, that such of 
your petitioners as have the necessary vouchers, should forward them, and 
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upon the receipt thereof, I presume, no further registering fee will be re- 
quired, and the certificates returned. Respecting the fees of such brethren as 
have not been registered, not being advanced, should I hazard an opinion, 
it would be that the amount should be paid before the dispensation can be 
granted. The dispensation, which you hold, ought to have been forwarded, 
and I think you should forward it, together with the G. L. certificate. Upon 
the R. W. D. G. M. being satisfied on the above points, I presume he will 
grant the authority, which he is empowered to do, viz: a dispensation to 
continue in force until a warrant is granted by the M. W. G. M. of Masons 
in England, which in due time will be obtained. 

Thus, Sir, I have given you my individual opinions, founded upon the 
usa^e at York at the P. G. Lodge, and upon the verbal information of our 
R. W. P. G. M. and his R. W. Deputy, and I assure you that immediately 
upon receiving his directions I shall execute them. I hope the papers, 
above required, will be forwarded without delay. 

With fraternal regards, I subscribe myself. 

Your brother in Masonry. 

John Dean. 

The following communication from R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon to 
Bro. Dean, shows that Bro. Fitzgibbon was to a certain extent dis- 
satisfied with his appointment as Deputy Provincial Grand Master. 
No doubt the delays consequent on imperfect mail communication, 
and the lack of attention on the part of lodges, were unsatisfactory to 
a brother who desired to handle his business in an expeditious man- 
ner. The want of knowledge in Craft procedure also tended to make 
the work onerous. R. W. Bro. McGillivray was in Kngland, and could 
not therefore quickly reply to the queries of his deputy in Canada. 

Bro. Fitzgibbon writes to the Grand Secretary as follows: — 

York, 7th March, 1823. 

Dear Sir: — 

The accompanying documents will, I trust, explain the several particulars 
relative to each, and render unnecessary any repetition of these particulars 
here. I am compelled to be brief, and will be satisfied if I can only com- 
municate all I ought in this way. 

I regret that I have not received any communication from Bro. Mc- 
GilUvray, in reply ^to the queries I requested of him to answer. And I am 
not satisfied that I ought to call upon the brethren who have been regis- 
tered at horhe, for another registry fee, but as I suppose they must be regis- 
tered as petitioners. I think it is requisite to collect the money in the first 
instance, and if not required by the Grand Lodge it can be returned. 

Have the goodness to attach the original dispensations to those I send 
you, and put your own seal to them. Should you discover any informality 
or deficiency in any matter, I beg you will correct the one and supply the 
other, if in your power. I send you a blank for the Rideau Lodge, and I 
will thank you to send a list of the names which you insert in it. 

The further I advance in this business^ the more I regret having ac- 
cepted this appointment. Could I execute the duties of it with punctuality 
and despatch, I should derive great satisfaction in holding it, but, in propor- 
tion to my anxiety to do everything well, so is my regret that delay and 
consequent disappointment should be experienced by the brethren. 
Believe me, my dear sir, to be 

Very sincerely and truly yours, 

James Fitzgibbon. 

Bro. Dean, etc., etc. 
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In the letter quoted, written to W. Bro. Abiier Everett, important 
information is given regarding the status of the Craft and Capitular 
Masonry in the province. Bro. Everett had been in search of infor- 
mation, and was desirous of advice as to the power of lodges to confer 
the Royal Arch degrees. From Bro. Dean's reply it would seem that 
he had already held communication with R, W. Bro. McGillivray on 
the subject, and that brother had assured him that no dispensations 
would be granted to Craft lodges to confer more than the three primal 
degrees. Bro. McGillivray had informed Bro. Dean, that, although 
he had authority as Grand Superintendent of the Royal Craft, he 
would not exercise his power until he returned from England, after 
reporting on the state of the lodges to the M. W., the Grand Master. 
The intention of the action was, without doubt, to have a properly 
organized Provincial Grand Chapter that would have charge of the 
higher degrees. Bro. Dean's letter reads: — 

Bath, 27th April, 1823. 

* * * 4c * * * * * 

Comp. Everett: — 

Respecting the working of the lodge you mention, on the higher de- 
grees, I am confident that such work will not be countenanced by the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge. It is entirely different from the usage in England, and 
not less so from the course intended by the Provincial Grand Master, which 
is sufficiently demonstrated by the dispensations granted by him, giving 
power to make, pass and raise Freemasons; no power is given for confer- 
ring more than those three degrees, and in conversation with our R. W. P, 
G. Master, he intimated to me that it was his intention not to act at all 
under the authority granted to him as G. S. of R. A. M., until his return to 
the province, after reporting the state of the lodges in the province. I am 
therefore, confident that the brethren of the lodge referred to, are acting 
contrary to the system established by the United Grand Lodge, and lately 
extended to this province, in conferring any degree above the Master's. In 
consequence of the information communicated to me upon the subject, I con- 
ceive it my duty to inform the Provincial Grand Master of the circumstances, 
which I shall do previous to the meeting in June. 

Ever yours fraternally, 

John Dean. 

Mr. Abner Everett, Ancaster. 

The period for the annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
was now approaching- R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon had informed himself 
of the condition of the Craft, and instructions were issued to the Grand 
Secretary at York to summon the Provincial Grand Lodge. The 
following circular was accordingly sent to each of the lodges: — 

York, 26th May, 1823. 

Worshipful Sir: — 

By command of the Right Worshipful the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, I do hereby acquaint you that the summer meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge for the transaction of the general business of the Craft, will be 
held at York on Tuesday, the eighth day of July next, at noon, at which the 
lodge under your authority is hereby required to be duly represented. 

I am. Worshipful Sir, 

Fraternally yours, 

B. Turquand, 

Prov. G. Secretary. 

To The W. Master of 13, 
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Bro, Turquand also notifed his co-worker, V. W. Bro. Dean, re- 
questing his attendance, in the following letter: — 

York, 4th June, 1823. 

V W Sir: 

I am commanded by the Right Worshipful, the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, to acquaint you that he has summoned a Grand Lodge to meet at 
York, on Tuesday, the eighth day of July next, at noon, for the transactmg of 
the general business of the Craft, at which he requests your attendance. 

I am to add that the Deputy Provincial Grand Master has deemed it best 
to hold the Provincial Grand Lodge after the festival of St. John's, and not 
on that day, as at first intended, in order that all the members may be at 
liberty to attend the business of the day in their respective lodges. 

Tuesday has been fixed upon that the brethren from the lower districts 
may, if they choose, avail themselves of the steamboat, which is to leave 
Kingston on the Saturday preceding at 4 o'clock p. m. 

I am, 

V. W. Sir, 

Fraternally yours, 
E. Turquand, 

Prov. G- Secretary. 

To the V. Worshipful, 
John Dean, 

Prov. G. Secretary. 

The Deputy Provincial Grand Master, knowing that Brother 
Dean was a busy man and could not always find it convenient to leave 
home, enclosed the following courteous line in the letter of the Grand 
Secretary : — 
My dear Sir: — 

Although I am very desirous to see you at our next Grand Lodge, yet I 
think it hard to press you to come. Should it happen to be very inconvenient 
to you to attend, I think it but just to release you from this duty. I must 
repeat to you that your attendance would give me great pleasure. 

Fraternally yours, 

J. Fitzgibbon. 

V. W. Bro. John Dean, 

Prov. G. Secretary, 
Bath. 

Bro. Dean, who was in business at Bath, found that he could not 
attend the proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge and accordingly 
took advantage of the leave of absence extended him by R, W, Bro. 
Fitzgibbon. In a letter explaining his reasons for non-attendance, he 
also made a report of all the Craft business which had passed through 
his hands since the last meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

The allusions in Bro. Dean's letter to the work of the individual 
lodges, as in the case of True Briton's, Perth; Temple lodge, Beverley; 
Harmony lodge, Yonge ; Richmond lodge in Carleton, and Rideau 
lodge will be best understood by a reading of the histories. of each of 
the lodges. In the case of the lodge at Townsend, known as No.~26, 
that lodge had adhered to the practice in vogue with many of the 
Jarvis lodges in conferring the Mark and Royal Arch degrees. Bro. 
Dean's letter reads: — 

Bath, 29th June, 1823. 

R. W. Sir — 

I am extremely sorry that my business is such that I am compelled to 
avail myself of the indulgence you granted me, in a postscript to Bro. Tur- 
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quand's notice of the meeting of the Grand Lodge. If I could attend without 
materially injuring my business I should not fail of doing it. 

Conceiving it necessary that you should be made acquainted with what- 
ever business has gone through my hands since the last meeting of the Grand 
Lodge, I submit the following brief report of my proceedings, which, although 
of not much importance, yet. however trifling, ought to receive your 
sanction or disapproval. 

The dispensations for lodges, below, received from you per Mr. Casey, 
have been forwarded, and the receipts acknowledged by Bro. Hartwell of 
Temple Lodge, by Bro. Hogg, of True Briton's Lodge. That for Harmony 
Lodge, Yonge, was forwarded to Bro. Wiltse, under cover to the secretary of 
Brockville Lodge (with a request to forward it) not knowing what postoffice 
would be most convenient. The receipt has not been acknowledged. That 
for Richmond Lodge was forwarded by mail also, and receipt not acknow- 
ledged. Some delay attended the forwarding of this dispensation on account 
of Bro. Fitzgerald not understanding my request for the immediate trans- 
mission of the original dispensation, as I intended to express it. After waiting 
a considerable length of time, I wrote him again, and shortly after received 
the dispensation, and attaching it to the one granted by yourself, forwarded it, 
although I was doubtful of the course 1 ougTit to pursue, for Bro. Fitzgerald 
in his covering the original, reported the suspension for twelve months of Bro. 
James Fallon, whose name appears first in the dispensation granted by you. 
I conceive it my duty to forward the dispensation, and report this circum- 
stance to you, that the legality or illegality of their proceedings may be deter- 
mined. I have received nothing further from Rideau Lodge. Of course, the 
blank dispensation for that lodge remains in my hands. I enclose two 
diplomas presented to No. 6, by a Jonathan McDowl, as credentials from the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, which were detained by the officers of that lodge, and 
handed to me, and my opinion requested as to the propriety oF^ returning them 
to him, as they have, evidently, been altered, and probably improperly obtain- 
ed by him. I thought proper to detain them, and forward them to you, that 
you may have an opportunity of judging whether I have acted properly or 
not and of returning them to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, should you think 
proper, or of making such use of them as you may deem fit. I am not aware 
of his ever having demanded the return of the documents. I have also to report 
to you, information received from Abner Everett, of Ancaster, that lodge 
No. — , held in Townsend (and which from his letter I am led to judge is now 
working under the authority of the Provincial Grand Lodge) are in the habit 
of working on degrees above the Master's, which, being contrary to the usage 
of the United Grand Lodge, I deem it my duty to report to you. that you 
can take such measures as you may think proper. I am sorry to add that I 
have not received the dues from any lodge (excepting Prince Edward em- 
braced in the annexed account), to the body of Masons, formerly acting as a 
Convention, although I have written requesting payment, and requested 
Brother Phillips personally to mention the business to the lodges delinquent 
in his neighborhood, and he said he would attend to it. I have not heard from 
him on the subject, but will probably be at York, and can give you the desired 
information personally. 

I refer you to the accompanying account for a statement of cash received 
by me, and how disposed of, as also the names of those who have paid their 
registering fees to me, and the lodges to which they belong. I have necessarily 
incurred some expense of postages, and as incidental expenses must be expect- 
ed, the means of raising a Provincial Grand Lodge Fund, out of which the 
necessary expenses can be paid will probably be taken into consideration by 
the Finance Committee at this session of the Provincial Grand Lodge. I 
think, probably Bro. Thompson, who printed the proceedings, etc., will for- 
ward his bill to York to be laid before the Grand Lodge, or proper committee 

*********** 
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Would it not also be proper for Bro. Turquand to transmit a list of such 
lodges as have received dispensations since the last session, and such brethren 
as have paid the required fees that our books may correspond? I hope to 
hear that you have heard from our R. W. G. Master of the reception his 
report on the state of Masonry in this province met with. 

Your brother in Masonry, 

John Dean, 

Provincial G. Secretary. 

James Fitzgibbon, Ksq,, Deputy Provincial Grand Master. 

The details of the progress of the work of the lodges represented 
at the first meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge during the first six 
months of life under that authority are not given in any official return. 
It is only by a reference to the members of the lodges that any infor- 
mation can be gained as to the interest manifested in the Craft work. 

The official reports of the proceedings from 1822-29 are of the 
vaguest possible character. The proceedings of 1822 are the only 
ones which give the names of lodges represented, while in succeeding 
years the names of those present alone enable one to find the lodges 
represented. The printed reports of 1828-29 are missing. In the 
MSS. of 1830 is a letter from Bro. H. C. Thomson, offering to print 
these at his own expense, which shows that meetings were held up to 
that date. 

St. Andrew's lodge, which had been under dispensation from 
September of 1822, as No. 754, E. R., and No. i, P. R., and which had 
convened informally, was not constituted until the 27th December, 
1822. The customary and formal meeting of Grand Lodge was called 
for the purpose of organizing this lodge. R. W. Bro. James Fitz- 
gibbon was present and presided. Wm. Campbell, who in 181 1 was 
appointed to a puisne Judgeship in Upper Canada, and who in 1825 
became Chief Justice and was knighted in 1829, was elected W. M. 
of the lodge. Bro. Thos. Ridout, the father of the late R. W. Bro. T. 
G- Ridout, was S. W., while Bro. J. H. Dunn, the Receiver General of 
the province, was J. W., and Bro. John Beikie, the Clerk of the 
Executive Council, was treasurer, with Bernard Turquand, of York, 
as secretary. Thos. Fitzgerald was the S. D., and George Hillier, the 
aide of Sir Peregrine Maitland, J. D. The bylaws were adopted and 
the first petitions for initiation were from George and Thos. Gibbs 
Ridout, sons of Bro. Thos. Ridout, and in order that the lodge might 
have funds at its disposal each member contributed $10 to a general 
fund for the use of the lodge. During the first six months of the 
existence of this lodge only two initiations took place. 

Of the work of Dalhousie lodge, No. 755, E. R., No, 2, P. R., at 
Niagara, owing to the absence of record, not much can be learned. 
R. W. Bro. Kerr, an honorary Deputy Provincial Grand Master, was 
a member of this lodge, and \V. Bro. W. J. Kerr, who had been ap- 
pointed Grand Senior Warden, was also a member. This lodge 
originally met in the township of Newark, alias Queenston, and after- 
wards at Queenston and Niagara. In 1826 there was official corre- 
spondence which showed that when in 1822 the lodge received its new 
warrant through some neglect it did not give up the original received 
from R. W. Bro. Jarvis. The records of this lodge were all destroved 
by fire in t86o. 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


6i 


The Sussex lodge at Brockville, No. 756, E. R., No, 3, P. R., 
which had originally been warranted in 18 17 by R. W. Bro. Jarvis, 
and which had been an active organization from that time, opened 
under the new regime in under brethren like Bro. Adiel Sher- 

wood, the Rev. Wm. Smart and others, and between December of 1822 
and June, 1823, a niimber of brethren affiliated or were initiated. 

The records of No. 757, No. 4, P. R., at Niagara, have shared the 
fate of those belonging to No. 2, but the fees paid to the Grand Treas- 
urer show that the lodge worked successfully under its new warrant. 

Lodge No. 758, E. R., No. 5, P. R., the old No. 6, P. R., at 
Kingston, was a lodge which pursued its work with energy and 
regularity. 

Of the lodge No. 759, E. R., No. 6, P. R., at Fredericksburg, 
there is naught but the warrant issued in 18:22 in the MSS. At the 
same time from the work of other lodges it is known that this lodge, 
which was No. 7 on the Jarvis register, worked with zeal in this period 
of Craft work. 

Addington lodge. No. 760, No. 7, P. R., at Ernestown, afterwards 
Bath, formerly known as No 13 on the provincial register, as the body 
which had given life to the Grand Convention of 181 7 and had 
through Bro. John E)ean been the influence which helped to cement 
the lodges forming the second Provincial Grand Lodge, was ever 
active in its work. Its bylaws were revised strictly within the lines 
of the constitution, and as an example to other lodges a plan was 
proposed in January, 1823, for establishing a school for the com- 
mon branches of education " under the control of the lodge." A 
fair amount of degree work was exemplified durmg the year 1822-23. 
A copy of the bylaws was ordered to be deposited in the Ernestown 
library." W. Bro. John Dean, as the W. M., spared no effort to make 
his lodge worthy of one which had as its W. M. a Provincial Grand 
officer. 

Union lodge, No. 761, E. R., No. 8, P. R., at Grimsby, which had 
met with regularity since 1799, entered into the new era of Masonic 
work with vigor. 

St. John's Royal Arch lodge. No. 762, E. R., No. 9, P. R. — old 
No. 16, P. R., which was originally warranted in 1800, and which had 
an active part to perform in the formation of the second Provincial 
Grand Lodge, met regularly up to 1825 but the minutes are not extant. 

Of the lodge at Belleville, No. 763, E. R., No. 10, P. R., old No. 
17, P. R., no records have been preserved, but, as is shown by corre- 
spondence, the lodge worked regularly. 

St. John's lodge, at Haldimand, No. 764, E. R., No. 11, P. R., the 
old No. 19 of the Jarvis register, met at what is now Grafton. The 
minutes from September, 1822, until January, 1826, are missing. 

The King Hiram lodge. No. 765, E. R., No. 12, P. R., a lodge 
v/hich was organized by the schismatic Grand Lodge at Niagara, while 
not legally represented at the re-organization of the Grand Lodge in 
September, 1822, came in afterwards, its warrant being duly issued 
with that of all other lodges by the Grand Lodge of England. At the 
October meeting the expenses of Bro. David Curtis to the meeting at 
York were paid, and it was also " voted that money be advanced to 
pay the postage of a letter to the Grand Lodge at York." Bro. Curtis 
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had fully explained matters to the lodge on his return, so that the 
warrant was applied for and received. The lodge continued its work 
and if its origin were not as legricimate as that of others the character of 
its work during the year could not have been better. There are no 
references in the minutes further than that given to the work of its 
representative at the Provincial meeting at York. 

Union lodge at Richmond Mills, No. 766, K. R., No. 13, P. R., in 
the county of Lennox, was the lodge which ofttimes became confused 
with the lodge at Richmond in the county of Catleton, known also as 
the lodge at the Richmond Military Settlement on the Rideau. The 
lodge No. 13, P. R., met at Richmond Mills, now Napanee, and was 
actively at work after the meeting at York. 

Lodge No. 767, K. R., No. 14, P. R., at Townsend, in the county 
of Norfolk, was originally a lodge organized by Bro. Robt. Kerr. It 
met at Waterford and during 1822-23 re-organized and became for a 
time the leading lodge of the district. 

At St. Catharines, the old Twelve Mile Creek, the successor of the 
lodge warranted in 181 6, known as No. 768, K. R., and No, 15, P. R., 
was enthusiastic in the work. 

The Union lodge, No. 766, K. R., No. 16, P. R., in the township 
of Murray, county of Northumberland, was another organization which 
entered with zeal into the new era of Craft life. 

At Ancaster old P. R. No. 24, had become No. 770, K. R., and No, 
17, P. R. This was formerly one of the irregular lodges but numbered 
among its members some of the best workers in the Craft. 

In the township of King in the south riding of York, Western 
Light lodge. No. 771, E. R., No. 18, P. R., was intent on doing good 
work, as returns of membership show. The minutes are not in exist- 
ence. 

The lodge at Hallowell, which had under its original authority, 
worked without a number, was No. 772, E. R., and No. 19, P. R. It 
met at Picton and showed manifest zeal in the cause. 

At Westminster, in Middlesex, Mount Moriah lodge, which in 
name only succeeded the old lodge in the township of Hope, county 
of Northumberland, was warranted as No. 773, E. R., No. 20, P. R. 
It was a lodge which held a firm place in the affections of the Craft of 
Western Canada. 

At Perth, True Britons' lodge. No. 774, E. R., No. 21, P. R., 
continued its work, which was originally begun under authority from' 
the Grand Lodge of Lower Canada. 

Barton lodge at Hamilton, which was No. 10 on the provincial 
register, was not represented at either the Convention or the re-or- 
ganization of the Provincial Grand Lodge. This lodge ceased work 



rant, to which application, however, no an< 

the 13th November, 1844, the lodge applied for a warra'nt"under tTie 
Provmcial Grand Lodge and received No. 733, E R and was re^ 1 
tered as No. 10, P. R. ' ^ regis- 

This briefly reviews the work of the lodges during the first six 
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months of the Hfe of the second Provincial Grand Lodge. All the 
leaders of the Craft seemed satisfied with the new order of things and 
looked forward with pleasure to the second meeting of the governing 
body, which would show the result of the labors of those who since 
1 81 7 had struggled to unite the sections of the Craft which had been 
at variance wath one another. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge met in York in the midsummer of 
1823. The Masonic hall on Market Lane (Colborne street) was a 
hive of interest for all the Masons of York on that occasion. A pro- 
vincial meeting attracted not only the members of the body, but in 
their train were a large number of brethren who were attentive to 
Craft work and alwa} s made it a point that, if they could not take 
part in the actual proceedings, they could at least exemplify hospitality 
to the brethren who were assembled together for the welfare of the 
Craft. Nearly all the Grand officers were present, and the represen- 
tatives of lodges. The meeting was noteworthy, for considerable 
business was transacted, and the Craft favored with an elaborate 
address by the R. W. the Provincial Deputy Grand Master, this being 
the first occasion on which an address was delivered to the Craft in 
Upper Canada. The address dealt more with the sentimental phases 
— the ethics and the philosophy of Freemasonry — than with the 
practical features of the w^ork. 

The amount of business transacted seems to have been consider- 
able. A vote of thanks was passed to R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray 
for his services in reorganizing the Craft. 

The finances of Grand Lodge were put on a proper basis by the 
passage of resolutions, which provided for a year's dues in advance 
from all the lodges in order to provide funds for necessary expenses. 
The sum of £25, which would be equal to Sioo of modern currency, 
was ordered to be paid to the Grand Secretarv for expenses already 
incurred, and the modest sum of £:2 was awarded the tyler as salary 
for guarding the outer portals of this pioneer Grand Lodge. The 
salaries of these officers were to be permanent after being considered 
at the next Grand Lodge. The Constitution was ordered to be printed 
and the financial year ordered to commence on the 24th of June in 
each vear. The address of R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon was also ordered 
to be printed, and the D. P. G. M. was requested to appoint the Grgnd 
Visitors for the different districts. 

The initiatory steps were also taken for the organization of a 
Board of Benevolence, the outcome of which is to-day a monument 
to the liberality of Canadian craftsmen. The following is the official 
report of the proceedings : — 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of the 
Province of Upper Canada, under the authority of the United Grand Lodge of 

England.^^^ ^^eeting held at York, on Tuesday, the 8th July, A.D. 1823, 

A.L. 5823; present: — , 

The R. W. James Fitzgibbon, Esq., Deputy Grand Master, m the chair. 

The R. W. Dr. R. Kerr, P. D. P. G. M. 

The R. W. William J. Kerr, Esq., S. G. W. 

The R. W. Peter Schofield. Esq., J. G, W., pro. tern. 

The R. W, Rev. W. Smart, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. The Hon. John H. Dunn, G. Treas. 
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V. W. Bern d Turquand, G. Sec'y. 
W. H. C Thomson, S. G. D., pro. tem. 
W. Robt, Kay, J. G. D., pro. tem. 

''The representatives of the undermentioned lodges: 
" St. Andrew's Lodge, or No. i, Dalhousie, No. 2, Sussex, No. 3 


No. 4, St. John's, No. 6, Addington, No. 13, Union, No. 15, St. Johns, No, 10, 
Belleville, No. 17, St. John's, No. 19, King Hiram, No. 21, Victoria, No. 22 
Townsend, No. 26, United Lodge, Union Lodge— Ancaster, Western Light 
Lodge, Prince Edward Lodge, Mount Moriah Lodge, True Britons Lodge, 
Harmony Lodge, Temple Lodge. ^ ..t_ , 

" The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form, and with solemn 

prayer, at noon. c a 

" The minutes of the last communication were read and contirmea. 
''The following brethren were admitted as visitors: 

Bro. Stephen Jarvis, P. M., Bro. Daniel Brooke, P. M. of St. Andrews 
Lodge, or No. i, Bro. Seneca Ketchum, P. M., St. John's Lodge, No. 16. 

The G. Secretary read a communication from St. John's Lodge, No. 6, 
of Kingston, respecting the suspension of certain brethren, members of said 
lodge, which was ordered to be noted in the minutes of this G. L.'" 

The report is not satisfactory to one endeavoring to compile Craft 
history. While the lodges represented are given, the names of the 
representatives can only be surmised by an examination of the list of 
those present. The numbers attached to the lodges represented are 
in some cases those denoted by the new dispensations, as in the case 
of St. Andrew's, No. i, while others are given the original numbers of 
the Jarvis register. The reason for this was that the new warrants 
did not arrive until September of 1823. 

The Right Worshipful the Deputy Grand Master then delivered 
the following address from the chair: — 
Brethren, — 

Having disposed of the preliminary business of this Grand Lodge, I beg 
leave to address to you a few observations which have suggested themselves 
to my mind as deserving of our most earnest attention. 

Believing that the principles of our Order will have a most harmonizing 
effect upon the minds of the people of this province, composed as we are 
of persons of various creeds and countries, I beg to impress upon your minds 
the important consideration that Freemasonry is not, among us, of so much 
value for the purposes of relieving distress (very little of which, thank God, 
is to be found in the province), as it is for the more important and God-likc 
purposes of teaching us to love one another and to serve one another. Not 
that description of cold regard which is sometimes shown to preserve appear- 
ance, but that disposition of the heart which makes us feel pleasure in looking 
a brother in the face, and delight in proving our aflfection to him by doing for 
him any and every service in our power. 

The prejudices of the world heretofore have been so great, that we need 
not wonder some of them should now be found in the minds of many people 
in this province. Our population being made up of persons of many nations, 
languages and religions, need we wonder at sometimes hearing the offensive 
terms of insolent Englishmen! selfish Scot! savage Irishman! cunning Yankee! 
And do we not all know most valuable characters of these several nations? 

Without adverting to the national calamities which have grown out of these 
bad qualities of the human heart, we have abundance of evil to encounter, in 
family feuds, in heart burnings between neighbours, in religious differences 
at mora! improvement, which do not commence with the teachers themselves; 
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and dislikes between sects, and though last, not least, (in political dissensions. 
Almost all the evil which arises from these causes might be prevented, by the 
exercise of Charity, of such Charity as is described in the following words: 

It is a principle of prevailing love to God, and good will to Men, which 
effectually inclines one endued with it to glorify God, and to do good to 
others — to be patient, slow to anger, and ready to put up with 
wrongs; to show kindness to all, and seek the good of others, 
though with prejudice to himself. A person endued therewith does 
not interpret doubtful things to the worst sense, but to the best; is sorry for 
the sins of others, but rejoices when any one does well, and is apt to bear 
with failings and infirmities; and lastly, that this grace is never lost, but goes 
with us into another world, and is exercised there/* 

It is the bounden duty of Freemasons to practice this Charity — they see 
it in a light peculiar to themselves, and their conduct should manifest to the 
world that their hearts are greatly influenced by it. In short, we should each 
be a blessing to his neighbour, and be not only happy ourselves, but the 
cause of happiness in those around us. 

For the best of us to be such, however, requires exertion. The evil dis- 
positions of the human heart float lightly uppermost, and their fruit is easily 
produced; but to bring our good ones into exercise — into permanent and 
profitable exercise — requires our best efforts. No doubt the making of such 
efforts is irksome and painful to man in his early practice of them; but if he 
can command courage, or rather fortitude, to persevere long enough, he will 
become a blessing to his family, to his neighbour, and to his country, and 
above all, to himself. Then will he feel pleasure when he looks his brother in 
the face, and gratitude and love to the Most High God for making him an 
instrument in blessing his brethren. 

In furtherance of the foregoing, I beg to call your attention to another 
consideration, which at present I point out as only prospective. 

Let us all look forward to the time when the increase of our numbers and 
our means will enable us to turn our attention to the furtherance of education, 
not only of the youth of the province, but of all who may in any way be made 
more useful by it. A noble beginning has already been made by our government; 
it remains for us to contribute by every means in our power to give full effect 
to the laws and regulations already established on this subject, which is of all 
others the most important to the present and future happiness of the human 
race. I hope I shall live to see the day when this fraternity will be found, 
proceeding upon a well organized system, to give effect to schools already 
established; to establish new ones whenever and wherever wanted; to the 
formation of libraries in every town and township; proceeding, in short, to 
make war upon ignorance, which is of all evils the greatest enemy of man, 
with a skill and energy deserving of success. It is alone by the destruction of 
ignorance that the happiness we are capable of enjoying here below can, under 
the Divine blessing, be effectually secured. Let the light of our good actions, 
my brethren, so shine as to guide our neighbours through the mazes of igno- 
rance to the regions of truth and soberness and mutual good wilL 

We are blessed with a government and laws which dispense equal justice 
to all; we possess civil and religious liberty in a degree never exceeded by any 
people, but I fear we do not always enjoy it. In the absence of all persecution 
from our rulers, do our people not sometimes persecute one another? And 
are not such persecutions often more destructive of peace and happiness than 
those of an oppressive government? Assuredly they are; for the acts of a 
government are not often felt, but the misery caused by our own bad passions, 
or by those of our neighbour, are ever with us, and therefore exceed every 
other beyond comparison. Let us then, my brethren, carry on our warfare, 
first of all against the evil in our own hearts, and having, by the help of God, 
succeeded there, we shall find that our neighbour has already observed our 
progress, and is, in all probability, profiting by our example. All attempts 
5a 
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will produce few advantages, and their effects will be of short duration. The 
consideration of this single error may, in a great degree, account for the little 
progress, made in times past towards subjecting the passions of men to the 
government of religion and reason. 

I will conclude by affectionately entreating each brother in the province 
to call up all his affections, and to exercise them in the improvement of the 
minds of his wife, his children, and every individual in his family. 

More can be done by parents towards the banishment of ignorance and 
vice than by all other human means whatever. The seeds of virtue or of vice 
are for the most part sown within the domestic circle; and we all know how 
much easier it is to prevent than to cure. If we were to confine all our 
thoughts and all our efforts to the improvement of our own families, without re- 
garding a single individual else, we would do infinite good to our neighbours, 
who could not help admiring our good conduct, and who must T>e more or less 
prompted by it to follow our example. 

Let no modest humble individual say, I am too insignificant to be 
observed, and to have my example influence these around me.'^ Such is not 
the fact. I have closely observed the exercise of kind-heartedness and good- 
will by individuals, even in the humblest walks of life, and I have ever found it 
productive of the happiest effects. Often has the brow of care been relaxed, 
and the suffering mind soothed by the benevolent expression of the counte- 
nance of a warm-hearted man; how much more cheering are the kind words 
and actions of such a man! Let us all, my brethren, carefully and constantly 
cultivate these good dispositions, nor faint in our course, though we encounter 
neglect, ingratitude and scorn. 

Thus we shall contribute to the building up of a social edifice in our 
province, worthy of the principles of our Order, productive of infinite blessings 
to ourselves, and unbounded gratitude to the great Giver of all good. 

James Fitzgibbon, 

Dep'y Prov'l Grand Master. 

The address of the R. W. Bro. was more of a dissertation on 
Craft morals than a medium for conveying information to the members 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge. If, however, it lacked in knowledge 
of the actual M/ork of the Craft lodges, it abounded in words written 
by a man who had the interests of the fraternity at heart. An address 
so general in its terms would scarcely be favored at a meeting of the 
governing body of the Craft in later times. The proceedine:s 
continue: — ^ 

The R. W. the D'y P. G. M. after having delivered the address from the 
chair, was pleased to propose the two following resolutions, which were car- 
ried unanimously — viz. : 

^. T!^^^ taking into consideration the great services rendered to the Craft in 
this Province by our R. W. the Provincial Grand Master, Simon McGillivray 
Esq., who generously undertook the task of coming among us to restore us to 
order and harmony and which, by the exercise of distinguished abilities and of 
truly Masonic qualities he has happily accomplished— This Grand Lodse do 
hereby express the high sense they entertain thereof, and beg that he will accept 
their warmest thanks and gratitude for the eminent services he has rendered 
to Masonry in this province. *c"uerea 

That the R. W. the D> P. G. M. be requested to transmit a copy of the 
foregoing resolution to the R. W. the Provincial Grand Master 
ihe following notice was then given — viz.: 

A proposition will be made to the next Grand Lodge for the establishment 
of a provmcial fund, to be appropriated to charitable fnd other mTsou^^ 
poses, agreeably to the provisions of the fourth article of that section of th^^ 
book of constitutions entitled " Of Provincial Grand Lodges - ^* 
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The following resolutions were made and carried nem. con.: 
1st. That each lodge be called upon to contribute one year's dues in 
advance from June 18-22 to July 1823, for the purpose of meeting the several 
expenses chargeable upon the funds of the Provincial Grand Lodge agreeably 
to article 4 of the book of constitutions, entitled Of Provincial Grand 
Lodges." 

3d. That out of the funds now to be received by the Treasurer, the sum of 
£25 currency be paid to the Secretary for exi^enses already incurred by that 
officer. 

3d. That the sum of two pounds currency be given to the Tyler on account 
of a salary to be awarded hereafter. 

4th. That at the next meeting of this G. L. the services of these officers 
shall be taken into consideration, and an annual salary fixed for each. 

5th. That the committee appointed to make extracts from the book of 
constitutions not having made any report, be hereby dissolved. 

6th. That 150 copies of the book of constitutions shall be ordered to be 
printed without delay by Bro. H. C. Thomson, under the superintendence of 
the Rev. Bro. Smart, G. C., and that each lodge shall take at least one, for 
which the purchase money shall by the earliest means be remitted to the 
Grand Secretary at York« who is hereby required to pay for the books, and to 
transmit them to the several lodges. 

7th. That the dues hereafter to be fixed for the support of our institution 
shall commence from and after the 24th June, 182^. 

8th. That a copy of the address by the R. W. the D. P. G. M. to the 
brethren at the opening of this G. L. be requested for publication. 

9th. That the R. W. the P. G. M., or his Deputy, be requested to appoint 
Grand Visitors in such sections or divisions of the province as may seem to 
them expedient, and where brothers well qualified may be found, to act as such, 
and authority be granted under the seal of this Provincial Grand Lodge to 
enable the Grand Visitors to discharge their duties as such. 

A motion was then made and carried, that this G. L. be adjourned until 
ID o'clock a.m. on the morrow, being Wednesday the 9tTi inst. Whereupon 
the P. G. L. was closed in due form, and with solemn prayer. 

Wednesday the 9th day of July, 

A.D. 1823, A.L. 5823, 

In Provincial Grand Lodge — re-assembled. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form. — The chair was occupied, and 
the same officers presided as on the foregoing day. 

The following resolutions were made and carried unanimously: — 

1st. That the necessary expenses of postage in the communications between 
the R. W. the P. G. M., or his Deputy, and the Grand Visitors, shall be paid 
out of the funds of this Grand Lodge not otherwise appropriated. 

2d. That the edition of the book of constitutions now ordered to be printed 
be dedicated to our R. W. Provincial Grand Master, Simon McGilHvray, Esq. 

3d. That this G. L. do call upon the Masters of the several subordinate 
lodges to transmit forthwith t' > the G. Secretary, at York, correct lists of the 
members of their respective lodges — agreeably to the p rinted form. 

4th. A communication was read from United 'Lodge, of Murray, reporting 
the suspension of certain members ot that lodge, and ordered to be entered 
on the minutes. 

5th. That the charge of Bro. Thomson, of £2. lys. 6d. to the late Conven- 
tion for printing, be liquidated from the general funds of this Grand Lodge. 

6th. That the thanks of this G. L. be given to the R. W. the D. P. G, M. 
for his tender care over the interests of the Craft for the last year, and for 
kindly submitting his address upon the opening of this G. L. for publication- 

7th. That the thanks of this G. L. be given to the R. W. the P. D. P. G. M. 
for his personal attendance and great services rendered us on this occasion. 
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8th. That the thanks of this G. L. be given to the R. W. the P. G. 
Chaplain, for his personal attendance and fraternal solicitude manifested 
towards the Craft upon all occasions. 

The R. W. the D. P. G. M., having called in succession upon the several 
brethren assembled, and the piopositions made having been received and fully 
discussed, and all other business disposed of, the Provincial Grand Lodge was 
closed in due form, and with solemn prayer. 

B. Turquand, P. G. S. 

In the proceedings of the quarterly communication of the United 
Grand Lodge of England, held at Freemasons' Hall, London, on the 
4th June, 1823, amongst those present were " R. W. Bro. Simon 
McGillivray, Provincial Grand Master for Upper Canada," and also 
" R. W. Bro. William McGillivray, Provincial Grand Master for 
Montreal," this latter being the Provincial Grand Lodge for the Dis- 
trict of Montreal and William Henry. 

The following list of contributing lodges is given : — 

No. 754 St. Andrew's Lodge, York, Upper Canada. 

No. 755 Dalhousie Lodge, Niagara, Upper Canada. 

No. 756 Sussex Lodge, Brockville, Upper Canada. 

No- 757 Niagara Lodge, Niagara, Upper Canada. 

No. 758 St. John's Lodge, Kingston, Upper Canada. 

No. 759 Fredericksburgh Lodge, Upper Canada. 

No. 760 Addington Lodge, Ernestown, Upper Canada. 

No. 761 Union Lodge, Grimsby, Upper Canada. 

No. 762 St. John's Royal Arch, York, Upper Canada. 

No. 763 Belleville Lodge, Belleville, Upper Canada. 

No. 764 St. John's Lodge, Haldimand, Upper Canada. 

No. 765 King Hiram Lodge, Oxford, Upper Canada. 

No. 766 Union Lodge, Richmond, Upper Canada. 

No. 767 Townsend Lodge, Townsend, Upper Canada. 

No. 768 St. George's Lodge, St. Catharines, Upper Canada. 

No. 769 Union Lodge, Murray, Upper Canada. 

No. 770 Union Lodge, Ancaster, Upper Canada. 

No. 771 Western Light Lodge, King, Upper Canada. 

No. 772 Prince Edward Lodge, Hallowell. Upper Canada. 

No. 773 Mount Moriah Lodge, Westminster. Upper Canada 

No. 774 True Britons' Lodge. Perth, Copper Canada. 

In sending this list of lodges to R. W. Bro. McGillivray the 
Grand Secretary of England, R. W. Bro. White, said : 

"In transmitting to you the account of the moneys payable by the "l 
lodges m Upper Canada, to whom warrants have been forwarded it wis 
necessary that the names of all brethren, with lodges, dates of degrees ages 
and residences, should be given, as unless this were done certificates could not 
be filled out for those brethren desiring them." ^ouia not 

%v,^***^' not being able to attend Grand Lodge, communicated 

p;?vi?cT aT Y^r^Bro" n ""^ ^^"""^^"^^ ^^^^-^ part of the 

provmce at Vork. Bro. Dean was anxious to have as full informa- 
tion as possible as to the business of Grand Lodge, for in the eal^ern 

rnd*'a3^L!'^^rwri?:s "^^^ ^^^^^^^^^ inform^^fon 
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Bath, 13th October, 18-23. 

Dear Sir: — 

Yours of the i6th ult., was duly received and I was extremely happy in , 
learning that the warrants had been received from England. You did not 
mention whether the Provincial Grand Master's jewels, regalia. Grand Lodge 
certificates, &c., had arrived also or not. 

Respecting the cash I remitted, per Bro. Fairfield, I fear there is some 
mistake. On his return he handed me your receipts, one for the registering 
fees of four members of Addington Lodge (£2. 6. 8.), dated 8th July, and 
another for £1, 2s. 3d., dues from Prince Edward Lodge. I enclosed to the 
Deputy Grand Master my account of cash received on account of the Grand 
Lodge, and the amount forwarded by Bro. F. was the balance in my hands, 
and upon referring to that account 1 think you will find it to agree with the 
above sum. Would it be proper for you to transmit to me a list of the dispen- 
sations granted, the names of the brethren to wiiom granted, and such other 
business as are recorded on your books that there may be a duplicate or 
copy thereof here? I know nothing of the proceedings in the interim between 
the two sessions, whether any dispensations have been granted or not, and 
my list which I brought from York, is imperfect. It may be important that 
duplicate records should be kept. 1 think i mentioned the same to the Deputy 
Grand Master in one of my letters, but liave received no reply. Should he 
think proper can you find a leisure hour to do it? Bro. John Dafoe of F. 
handed me a summons he received from you to attend the Provincial Grand 
Lodge as Master of No. 7; he did not receive it until 11 th August, and no dis- 
pensation has ever been received for the renewal of their old authority. I 
took their warrant with me to York last yeai , accompanied by a petition of 
seven of their members, but the registering fees required were not sent by me. 
I informed the petitioners that the fees would undoubtedly be required and 
upon mentioning the circumstances to tlie Deputy Grand Master, he replied 
that the fees ought to be paid before the dispensation could be delivered. The 
dispensation having been made out, and attached to the old warrant, was, of 
course, left with the Deputy Past Grand Master, in whose hands, I presume, it 
remains. I am requested by Bro. Datoe to state that the lodge is anxious to 
receive authority to work but they have not yet raised the amount of the 
required fees, for he wishes me also to enquire when the amount will be 
required. I feel a delicacy in saying any more respecting Lodge No. 7, but 
merely mention their request to you that you can lay it before the Deputy 
Grand Master for his decision, which, they request, may be done as soon as 
convenient. * ^ * * j hope soon to hear from you, and am 

Yours fraternally, 

John Dean. 

B. Turquand, Esq., Grand Secretary, York. 

After the meeting of Grand Lodge, there is but little data in con- 
nection with Craft matters. The various lodges seem to have been 
pursuing the even tenor of their w^ays, and nothing of moment 
occurred. The MSS, of this period arc not procurable, and the first 
there is of a later period is the copy of a letter written by V. W. Bro. 
John Dean, P. G. S., to a brother relating to the issue of a new war- 
rant from the Grand Master of England. Bro. Dean writes: — 

Bafh, 22nd December, 1823. 

Sir and Brother, — 

* * * :4c * * '5= * 

The lodg:es constituted in this Province under a dispensation from our 
R. W. P. G. Master, or his Deputy, are to receive w^arrants direct from the 
M. W. G. Master of England, hence arises the necessity of the brethren 
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who receive dispensations, being regvilarly registered on the books of the 
Grand Lodge of England, and if registered their only voucher for being so 
must be a Grand Lodge certificate. I conceive it makes no difference when 
their names were registered, if their names are once entered on the Registry 
of England, it is of no consequence when they were made, if under the 
authority of the Grand Lodge of England. 

Therefore, I conceive that such members as are already registered on the 
books of the United Gran^l Lodge, have only to produce their vouchers 
(Grand Lodge certificate) to the D. G. M. to be entitled to all the privileges 
of Registered Masons. 

John Dean, 

P. Grand Secretary. 

The second Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada closed its 
first annual session with twenty-seven warranted lodges and, at least, 
six under dispensation, on its roll. The revival had infused new life 
into all Craft organizations, and the outlook for Masonic usefulness 
was bright. The work of the lodges, as gathered from the minute 
books which have been preserved, seems to have universall}^ increased 
throughout the jurisdiction during the few months which followed 
the reorganization. 

St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, at York (Toronto), closed the year 
1823 with a record of nineteen meetings, six initiations and three affili- 
ations. The lodges at Niagara, Nos. ^ and 4, vmfortunately lost all 
their records in i860, but from an old cash book it is learned that the 
tormer lodge held ten meetings in 1823, and by an undated copy of an 

agreement made day of ...... 1824," it was known that it 

was dissolved in that year. 

The minutes of Sussex lodge. No. 3, Brockville, show that six 
meetings were held, with one initiation and one affiliation rluring the 
year. There are numerous references to the receipt of petitions and 
their acceptance, but the minutes contain actual record of work only 
in these two cases. 

St. John's lodge. No. 5, Kingston, met with unfailing regularity, 
thirteen meetings being held during the year, with by affiliation an 
increase of three in the membership, while the work of Fredericks- 
burg lodge, No. 6, cannot be traced owdng to missing records. 

Addington lodge. No. 7, Jiath, with characteristic energy met 
regularly, although the records show but one initiation and one affili- 
ation as the result of their labors. 

St. John's Royal Arch lodge. No. 9, which came to life on the 
demise of the noted Rawdon lodge, kept Craft work active in York 
(Toronto) with its co-worker, St. Andrew's. 

It is presumed that lodge, No. 10, at Belleville, met regularly, 
although no record of its work nor of that of No. 1 1 at Haldimand 
remains. 

King Hiram lodge. No. 1:2, at Ingersoll, the successor of No. 21, 
warranted by the schismatic Grand Lodge of Niagara, still has its 
minutes to show evidence of good work. It met fourteen times dur- 
ing the year ; fourteen were initiated and one member joined the 
lodge by affiliation. 

Of the work of Union lodge. No. 13, at Richmond Mills (Napa- 
nee) there is no record, as its minutes have not been preserved. The 
lodge was, however, represented at the annual meeting of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge in this year. 
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Of lodge, No, 14, also there is no record, but that the lodge was 
working is proven by the fact that in January, 1823, Bro. Abner 
Everett, as an officer of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, informed W. 
Bro. Dean that this lodge was exceeding its powers in conferring tne 
Mark degree. 

St. George's lodge, No. 15, at St, Catharines, has nothing but its 
name to record, although members of the lodge who were alive in 
i860 declare that it was an active factor in Craft work in the Niagara 
district. 

United lodge, warranted originally at The Carrying Place " and 
subsequently meeting at Grafton and Brighton, had some years of 
success, while Union lodge, at Ancaster, the original lodge at Flam- 
boro West, of which John Brant was secretary, gained a headway 
that could be satisfactorily noted if the minutes were to the fore. 

The same may be said of Western Light lodge in the township of 
King ; while of Mount Moriah lodge at Westminster (London, U. 
C-), nothing is authentically known until 1839. 

Lodge, No. 19, at Hallowell, was represented at the annual meet- 
ing of the Provincial Grand Lodge, but of its work nothing is known ; 
while True Britons' lodge at Perth held Sut one meeting during the 
year, although in succeeding years it worked well and regularly. 

Of Temple lodge. No. 23, county of Beverley, township of Bas- 
tard ; Vittoria lodge, county Norfolk ; and Richmond lodge. No. 24, 
Richmond, county Carleton, there is no record of actual work. The 
lodge. No. 25, on the Rideau at Burritt's Rapids, met regularly, twelve 
meetings being held during the year, and its meetings were well at- 
tended. There is a record of two initiations. 

The work of all these lodges was of a routine character. All 
friction had disappeared with the advent of R. W. Bro. McGillivray, 
and it is regrettable that the destruction of records, in some cases 
owing to the carelessness of lodge officials and in other cases by fire, 
prevents a more accurate estimate of the amount of work accom- 
plished during the year. 


CHAPTER III. 

The Second •Provincial Grand Lodge, 1824. — Laying of a Cor- 
ner Stone with Craft Ceremonial. — Lack of Records 
for 1824. — The Warrants from England, 

Shortly after the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge Bro. 
Turquand made ready for the press and issued the first book of con- 
stitutions of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. The 
book had been revised at the meeting at York in July, of 1823, and 
was an expensive piece of literature, costing $2 per copy. The price 
fixed would not be considered moderate at the present day when a 
copy of constitutions, containing thirty times the amount of matter, 
may be purchased for twenty cents. All the lodges were notified of 
the advent of this important publication. 
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The laying of a corner stone with Masonic ceremonial was an 
event of importance in the early times ; indeed, there is no record of 
any similar ceremony in connection with any lodge in Upper Canada 
prior to May of 1824, when the Provincial Grand Lodge assembled 
to lay the foundation stone of the court house and jail at Kingston. 
The MS. minutes of the proceedings of this especial meeting of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge read : — 

Kingston, 17th May, 1824, A.L. 5824. 

W. Bro. John Btitterworth, W. IVE., No. 6, in the chair. Geo. Ohver, 
S. G. W., Benjamin Fairfield, J. G. W. 

A dispensation from R. W. James Fitzgibbon, D. P. G. M., was read, 
empowering the brethren of No. 6 to open the Provincial Grand Lodge for 
the purpose of laying the foundation stone of the Court House and Gaol to be 
erected in this place, after which the Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in 
form. Our R. W. Deputy Provincial Grand Master, CoL James Fitzgibbon, 
appeared and informed the Grand Lodge that His Excellency, Sir Peregrine 
Maitland, would attend the ceremony, agreeably to invitation of the Grand 
Lodge at one o'clock, and suggested that the mallet should be placed in His 
Excellency's hands to lay the stone, as representative of His Majesty. 

Proceeded to the proper place and laid the stone in ancient form, and 
returned in procession to Bro. Olcott's. Bro. Shaw reported that he was 
deputed by the magistrates, clergy, gentlemen of the bar, and other respect- 
able inhabitants of Kingston, to return their sincere thanks for the handsome 
and proper manner in which the Masonic ceremonies of the day have been 
conducted, with a request to communicate their thanks to the subordinate 
lodges who have attended. 

Closed until the pleasure of the R. W. D. P. G. M. should be made known. 

The minutes contain an addition, being a list of the contents of the 
bottle placed in the cavity by the Provincial Grand Master. 

Contents of Bottle. 

Parchment with inscription. 

St. Ursula's Convent, or the Nun of Canada," the first novel ever printed 
in Upper Canada. 

U. C. Herald," of nth May. 
K. Chronicle," 14th May. 

Christian Register," November, 1823. 
U. C. " Almanac," 1824. 
Report of Bible Society for 1824. 
Report Female Benevolent Society, 1824. 
A York Bank bill. 
A sovereign, George 4th. 
Several silver and copper coins. 

This list is worthy of more than passing notice, as it contains 
anicng-st the articles deposited a copy of the first novel ever published 
in Upper Canada. Little did our brethren of nearly seventy years 
ag-o think that the record of this book being deposited in the corner 
stone, would settle a point that has been for many years a disputed 
one amongst the craft typographical of Canada. The other publica- 
tions are familiar to Canadians, who • have had occasion to explore 
the archives of Parliamentary and public libraries. 

In the autumn of 1824, the new warrants arrived from England, 
and it seemed a fitting opportunity for the Grand Secretary to remind 
the lodges to forward dues that v/ere in arrear. From the circular 
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it appears that at the meeting of Grand Lodge, held in July, resoki- 
tions had been passed, ordering the payment of two years' dues, and 
a return of the membership of every lodge. The Grand Secretary 
also informed the lodges that the new warrants from Kngfland had 
arrived, but would not be forwarded until settlement was made of 
dues in arrear. The official circular of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
was printed, with the exception of the name of the Provincial Grand 
Secretary, which was in that officer's handwriting:. The circular 
reads : — 

Grand Lodge Room, ) 
York, I St October, 1824. ) 

Worshipful Sir and Brother: — 

In obedience to the commands of the Right Worshipful the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, I herewith transmit to you the accompanying address 
for the information and guidance of the lodge under your government; and I 
have it in command to request that you will, with as little delay as possible, 
transmit to me the amount of two years' dues as voted in the first Resolution 
of the first day's meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, and also a list of the 
members of your lodge, in obedience to the third Resolution on the second 
day's meeting. 

The dues are to consist of six pence each quarter from every member 
belonging to the lodge for the years commencing from ist July, 1822, to 30th 
June, 1823, and from ist July, 1823, to 30th June, 1824; inclusively five shillings 
for every initiation, and two shillings for every brother who has joined during 
each >car. 

I am further commanded to inform you that the warrant for your lodge is 
received, and will be forwarded to you as soon as the sums due from your 
lodge shall be received by me. 

I am. Worshipful Sir. 
With fraternal respects, 

Your obedient servant and brother, 

B. Turquand, Prov'l Grand Sec'y. 

The general state of the Craft for 1823-24 may be best judged by 
the minutes of work in the twenty-seven lodges that were on the roll. 
The minutes of those at Toronto, Brockville, Kingston, Bath, Grims- 
by, township of Haldimand, Ingersoll, Ancaster and Perth are extant, 
and a reading fully justifies the belief that the reorganization in 1822 
would prove beneficial to the institution of Masonry in Upper Canada. 

There is no record of the proceedings of the annual meeting of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge for 1824. 

The invigorating influence of the reorganization was further 
manifested in the work of the subordinate lodges during the year 1824. 
St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, at York (Toronto), maintained its reputa- 
tion as the leading lodge of the jurisdiction. It met regularly each 
month, and the records state that two members joined the lodge by 
affiliation. 

Sussex lodge. No. 3, at Brockville, did not meet from 7th July, 
1823, until 5th April, 1824, owing, the minutes state, to ''the negli- 
gence of the members and other causes.'' Renewed interest seemed 
to be taken in the work of the lodge after it resumed labor, for on the 
5th April, 1824, the first meeting of the year, twentv were present, 
including visitors, and by the end of the year ten meetings had been 
held and three candidates initiated. 
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St. John's lodge. No. 5, at Kingston, also displayed no lack of 
enthusiasm, for they held fifteen meetings, with one affiliation and 
two initiations. 

Addington lodge. No. 7, at Bath, held thirteen meetings during 
the year, initiated one candidate, assisted St. John's lodere. No. 5, 
Kingston, to lay the corner stone of the Midland district court house 
and jail on the 17th May, and on the 3rd June laid with Masonic 
honors the foundation stone of their own hall at Bath. 

Of the work of St. John's Royal Arch lodge. No, 9, York 
(Toronto); lodge No. 10, Belleville, and St. John's lodge, No. 11, 
Haldimand, there is no record for this year. 

King Hiram lodge, No. 12, Ingersoll, worked with undiminished 
vigor, leaving a record of fourteen meetings, five initiations and two 
affih'ations. 

True Britons' lodge. No. :>i, at Perth and Rideau lodge. No. 25, 
at Burritt's Rapids, also did a creditable amount of work, the former 
holding fifteen meetings, with one initiation, and the latter fourteen 
meetings, with two initiations. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Tin: Provincial Grand Lodge of 1825. — A Review by R. W. Bro. 

SlMON McGlLLIVRAY. RESIGNATION OF R. W. BrO. FiTZ- 

GIBBON AND APPOINTMENT OF R, W. BrO. BeIKIE. 

The appointment of R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon as Deputy Provin- 
cial Grand Master in while gratifying to that brother, did not 
as the years passed by, increase the pleasure he felt in first accepting 
it. Bro. Fitzgibbon was of a highly nervous temperament and felt 
that he could not attend to his duties in a manner which would justify 
a retention of the office. Bro. AIcGillivray had returned to Kngland 
and the facilities for correspondence were very indifferent, as it w^as 
generally a matter of three months before a reply to a letter could be 
received frcm England. A letter of Bro. McGillivray dated 1825 
shows that as early as 1823 Bro. Fitzgibbon desired to resign the 
ofifice of Deputy Provincial Grand Master. In 182.S he determined 
to take decided action. Bro. Dean was his right-hand man in execu- 
tive work, for Bro. Turquand looked upon his office as an unpleasant 
and responsible one, not worth having unless accompanied by a hand- 
some remuneration. The Grand Secretary, however, could not attend 
the work of his office and at the same time fulfil that of D. P. G. M., so 
Bro. Fitzgibbon appointed Bro. Smart of Brockville as acting Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master. This was done with the intention that the 
work in the eastern end of the jurisdiction might be looked after more 
closely. When the news of this chansrc came to Bro. Dean, he was 
not only surprised but doubted the validity of the appointment by the 
R. W. Provincial Grand Master. He writes to his fellows-Grand Sec- 
retary- as follows : — 


76 


HISTORY OF FREKMASONRY IN CANADA. 


Bath, 17th January, 1825. 

Dear Sir and Brother: — 

I take the liberty of troubling you once more upon Masonic business, 
having perhaps been negUgent in not communicating to you previously on 
the subject. In June last I received a letter from Bro. Smart, of Brockville, 
stating that an instrument had been signed by our Right Worshipful Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, appointing him acting Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master until the will of Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master should be 
known, and stating that I should receive official information to that effect. 
Upon the presumption that this was the case, I transmitted to him a petition 
received from Bro. Burrett, of Marlborough, subscribing himself as Secretary 
of Rideau Lodge (formerly represented in the Convention), praying for a 
warrant under the authority of the Grand Lodge of England, which petition 
I transmitted to Bro. Smart, presuming from his letter to me that he was to 
act in R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon's stead in the execution of the duties of Deputy 
P. G. M. I have not received a reply from Bro. Smart, but have lately received 
a letter from Bro. Burritt, requesting to know whether said petition had been 
received, until which, I supposed the business had been attended to. I replied 
I should immediately write to you for information respecting the appointment 
alluded to above, and also for information as to the proper steps necessary to 
obtain a dispensation should the prayer of the petitioners be granted from the 
Provincial Grand Lodge, until a warrant from the Grand Lodge of England 
can be obtained. Having never received the official notice alluded to by Bro. 
Smart, I am left in the dark, and therefore request you to show the foregoing 
to our R. W. D. G. M., that I may receive light upon the subject. I received 
your printed letter of the ist October^ addressed to the W. ]M. of Addington 
Lodge, covering the address of our R. W. D. G. M., which since another 
election in our lodge has taken place, and as soon as the quarter dues can be 
collected from our distant members (which will be shortly), the dues ot 
Addington Lodge shall be transmitted to you, as also the proper returns. 

I beg of you, my dear sir, to reply to the above by next mail, or as soon 
after as possible, for I feel anxious upon the subject. Miich enquiry is made 
of me respecting the next session, and future operations of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge. I am in the darkness, can you afford me light? Much labour 
is wanted in this quarter among the lodges. Some rough aslilers," or some 
at least to which the square," level " and " plumb of the P. G. L. should 
be applied to ascertain whether they will stand the test. 

Your most obedient servant, 

John Dean, P. G. Se*cy. 
To B. Turquand, Esq., Provincial Grand Secretary. 

V. W. Bro. Turquand, the Provincial Grand Secretary at York, 
in his reply to Bro. Dean, seemed likewise to be in doubt as to the 
appointment, as R. W. Bro. Fitzg^ibbon did not vouchsafe, for some 
reason, any particulars concerning R. W. Bro. Smart's appointment 
to his Grand Secretary. It is not unreasonable to suspect that Craft 
matters were not progressing- as smoothly as they might, for the period 
of Bro. McGillivray's return is looked forward to, as he was expected 
to " set all to rights/' Bro. Turquand was not as enthusiastic a 
Craftsman as his co-worker, Bro. Dean, at Bath. To Bro. Turquand, 
the position was irksome; to use his own phrase, The Grand Lodge 
Secretary's berth is a most unpleasant and responsible one, and with- 
out a handsome compensation it is not my intention to continue it.'' 
Bro. Tiu-quand, in his reply to Bro. Dean, writes : — 
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York, 1st February, 1825. 

My Dear Sir: — 

In replying to the first part of your favor of the 17th ult., allow me to say 
that I cannot bvit view myself an equal transgressor in the negligence you 
are pleased to mention, and therefore as our faults are mutual, so, I trust, that 
our forgiveness may be the same. With respect to the instrument appointing 
Bro. Smart, Acting Deputy Provincial Grand Master, I am totally ignorant, 
although Bro. Fitzgibbon did some months since (in a cursory conversation) 
intimate that such was his wish, but nothing has reached me in an official way, 
I mentioned the circumstance to him the other day, and he replied that he 
ccmld not enter into any details on Grand Lodge matters, and begged that all 
applications to him might be suspended until the arrival of Bro. McGillivray, 
when new arrangements would take place. I see, however, no objection to 
granting a dispensation pro tem. to the Rideau Lodge, as in refusing so to do. 
an injury would result to our infant cause. 

I am in receipt of but a very inconsiderable part of dues from the suborii- 
nate lodges, and fear there will be some difficulty in collecting them. The 
Grand Lodge Secretary's berth is a most unpleasant and responsible one, and 
without a handsome compensation it is not my intention to continvxe it. I 
should have replied to your letter sooner, but had not an opportunity to see 
our Deputy Provincial Grand Master before. 

I am equally in the dark with yourself as to the next session of the Grand 
Lodge, and indeed in most matters concerning it. Mr. McGillivray, I trust, 
will set all to rights. 

I am aware of the many unconstitutional practices of some of our brethren, 
but for which at present there is no remedy. As I answer yours in haste you 
will please excuse my style, etc., etc. But believe me to remain ever, yours 
fraternally, 

B. Turquand, P. G. S. 

John Dean, Esq., P. G. S. 

Bro. Smart, however, was under the impression that his appoint- 
ment was in proper form and in accordance with the constitution of 
the provincial body. He wrote to Bro. Fitzgibbon in July of 1825, 
and when he found that he could not call Grand Lodge, he then wrote 
to W. Bro. John Dean, as follows: — 

Brockville, July i8th, 1825. 

My dear Sir: — 

I wrote to CoL Fitzgibbon to know if he intended to call a Grand Lodge, 
and if he did to have it on the first Tuesday in August. He, however, declines 
in consequence, I suppose, of the authority I mentioned to you he had given to 
me to act in his room and stead. It is my wish that you summon the lodges 
and chapters to meet at York on the first Tuesday in September next. I am 
anxious that a meeting both of the lodges and chapters should be held, as I 
intend to visit England this Summer or beginning of fall, and I think the state 
of our Masonic affairs requires a meeting of the Grand Lodge. I write to you 
as Grand Sec'y both of the lodges and chapters, as I consider you hold both 
situations, and being the nearest of the Secretaries it will save time to what it 
would be to write to Bro, Turquand at York. I wish you, however, to write 
to him, and inform him of my desire, as he may think I have passed him over 
designedly. 

Write me by return of post and let me know if you have complied with 
my request. Bro. Schofield also feels anxious for a meeting of Grand Lodge. 

Yours fraternally, 

William Smart, 

To John Dean, Acting D'y Prov. G. Master, 

Grand Secretary, and G. H. P. G. R. A. C., U. C. 

Bath. 
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V. W, Bro. Smart was anxious about the state of the Craft and 
communicated with R. W. -Bro. McGilUvray at Montreal. In this 
letter Bro. Smart admitted his error in accepting the appointment 
from R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon. He writes: — ^ 

Brockville, U.C., July 2Sth, 1825. 

My dear Sir: — 

I should have written to you before this, but the fact is I supposed you 
had left this country for Europe with the rest of the commissioners of the 
Land Company, until this morning I was informed in a letter from Col. 
Fitzgibbon you are still in Montreal. 

I have for some time thought that the situation of our Masonic affairs 
required a meeting: of the Provincial Grand Lodge, both for investigation and 
arrangement. With this view I wrote to the Dy. Provincial Grand Master^ 
suggesting the propriety of calling the members together. Supposing that 
you had left the country, his answer, which I have just received, informs me 
that it is out of his power to do anything further, and that such are his em- 
barrassments that he must seek a seclusion from public businefs; this is I must 
obrerve a repetition of a resolution he a long time ago formed, and of which 
I think he informed you by letter, at least 1 suppose he fully informed you 
when at York last winter, and likewise of the step he had taken with myself 
in transferring his authority to me until your pleasure was known, and here 1 
must say that it was an unguarded hour when I was persuaded to accept of the 
situation, but entering into the feelings of Brother Fitzgibbon, and fearing 
the cause was going to suffer, I agreed to act so far as to take the principal 
labour on myself until your arrival, which was then reported to be perhaps 
the fall. One stipulation was that he (Brother Fitzgibbon) should preside at 
the meetings of the Provincial Grand Lodge. Our own situation as a Provin- 
trial Grand Lodge, as well as that of the subordinate Hodges, required the 
meeting, and I was Desirous that it should be held before I left this country 
tor England on a visit to my friends. I was desirous that our transactions 
with the United Grand Lodge of England should be adjusted and the War- 
rants distributed to the different Lodges. I am well aware tliat there would 
be business enough to make a meeting of the Grand Lodge interesting. I 
need not suggest to you that at present we are in a disjointed state, either foi 
want of an efficient Dy. Grand Master or a meeting of the Grand Lodge, and 
I am fearful that Brother Fitzgibbon will not be persuaded to return and act 
in his present situation. Should this be the impression on your mind, and' 
should you see it to be your duty to make another appointment, allow me. 
Dear Sir, to express the undisguised sentiments of my mind, that in making 
this appointment you should select some Brother in a respectable situation 
under the Provincial Government, and if this is not practicable, some one 
that is of a respectable standing in York, both for character and property, 
should be selected. Do not. I beg of you, consider this as dictating by any 
means,^ but as the views of one who feels interested in the prosperity of the 
Masonic Institution. 

Another reason why I felt some anxiety for a meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge was that for some time I have thought that if an asylum for 
the education and support of the Orphan children of Masons could be estab- 
lished, It would have a very powerful tendency to raise the character and 
mfluence of Freemasonry in the province. I had somewhat digested a plan 
r I? J submit to the Grand Lodge, and as I intend to visit Eng^ 

land this Fall, I thought perhaps I might be able to collect, when there some- 

roi?M T • ^""i Z ^''''^ benevolence, as I am aware that sufficient funds 
couia not be raised here, 

buslJe^srdoIiro??" meeting of the Grand Chapter, but there was no 

business done of any consequence, except that a resolution passed, express- 
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ing the desire of the companions to be recognized by the Supreme Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of England. If a Grand Lodge had been held in the Winter 
by you. as I expected in my own mind, this would have Been one subject 
on which I should have begged information, as 1 am at a lots to know how 
to proceed, or if you inform me or Com. Dean, what steps should be taken, 
I will esteem it a favour, as I consider it a matter of great importance that 
the Chapters should be on the same footing as the Lodges. 

I would esteem a very great favovir if you have time to forward me a 
document, stating my appointment by you as Provincial Grand Chaplain, as 
in that character I wish to visit some of the Lodges at home. I expect to 
leave this about the last of September or beginning of October. 

Praying that the Divine favour may ever rest upon you, 

I am, very dear sir. 

Yours truly, 

Simon McGilHvray, Ksqn, William Smart. 

Montreal. 

Bro. Fitzgibbon saw that he had overstepped his attthority in ap- 
pointing Bro. Smart as his Deputy, and on the 27th July, having heard 
from Bro. Dean, he wrote to that official a peremptory letter to this 
effect : — 

York, 27th July, 1825. 

Dear Sir: — I have to desire that you do not issue summons for assem- 
bling a Grand Lodge on the first Tuesday in September, and if you have 
issued them, that you will have the goodness immediately to recall them. I 
have written to Mr. Smart to acquaint him of this countermand, and giving 
him the reason for it, my having just discovered that our Grand Master in- 
tends calling a Grand Lodge himself after the Harvest. At any rate, it was 
not my intention that our Brother Smart should act on the temporary 
authority I gave him, while our Grand Master should be in either of the 
Provinces, because he could then be easily referred to. 

I remain, dear sir, 

Fraternally and truly yours, 

James Fitzgibbon, 

Dep. Prov. G. M. 

To John Dean, Esq,, 

Prov. Grand Secretary, 
Bath. 

Bro. John Dean was imable to be present at the meeting held 
in September, and communicated as follov^^s with his brother Grand 
Secretary : — 

Bath, 24th August, iiS2b. 

My Dear Sir, — 

I received a letter by the last mail from our Provincial Grand Master, 
stating that he had given directions to you to summons a meeting of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge at York, on Monday the 12th September next, and re- 
questing me to authorize you to affix my name with your own to the sum- 
monses. You are at liberty to place my name with your own to the sum- 
monses, or at any time to make use of it when necessary, in transacting the 
business of the Provincial Grand Lodge, or in executing the orders of the 
Provincial Grand Master or his Deputy. 

I fear my business will prevent my attendance at the approaching meet- 
ing, yet, if possible, I shall attend. 

I remain, with fraternal regard, 

Your most obedient servant, 

John Dean, Prov. Grand Secretary. 

B. Turquand, Esq., P. G. S. 
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The annual communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge was 
held in September of 1825. R. W, Bro. Simon McGiUivray was un- 
able to be present, owing to detention by stress of weather on his 
road to York. At this meeting R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon occupied the 
chair. Seven Grand officers were present in addition to the W. M. s, 
P. M/s, and wardens of the lodges. It is not unlikely that every 
lodge warranted under Bro. McGillivray was represented. It is, how- 
ever, impossible to give even the hst of lodges from the names of those 
present from the fact that the Grand officers alone are given. These 
were from St. Andrew's, No. i, Toronto ; Sussex, No. 3, BrockviUe ; 
St. John's, No. 5, Kingston ; St. John's Royal Arch, No. 9 ; No. 21, 
True Britons', Perth. 

The first day's proceedings were formal and the lodge adjourned 
awaiting the arrival of Bro. McGillivray. On the second day at the 
adjourned meeting the question of appointing a Grand Visitor or 
Grand Lecturer, was discussed. On Wednesday, the 14th September, 
the sum of £50 was voted to Bro. Turquand, who acted as Grand 
Secretai-y for the western part of the jurisdiction, for past services. 

A committee had been appointed at the second day's proceedings 
to draft a petition "for certain purposes" to the M. W., the Grand 
Master of Kngland. The brethren had in their minds the organization 
of a school for the children of Masons and a home for orphans, which 
included under one head the erection of a Masonic asylum. The first 
effort in this line of Masonic work had been proposed in Canada by the 
Grand Lodge of Lower Canada about 1790-91. The first proposal to 
raise a benevolent fund in Upper Canada for the education of the 
children of Masons was in 1797 at Niagara, and this was now a decided 
effort to culminate in a perfect scheme an institution which would do 
the work of similar institutions in Kngland. The resolutions speak for 
themselves. 

The appointment of a Grand Visitor was adopted, but with the 
proviso that it be left to the discretion of the R. W. Provincial Grand 
Master. The office of Grand Treasurer had been acceptably filled by 
Bro., the Hon. J. H. Dunn. Upon his resignation W. Bro. Thos. Gibbs 
Ridout was elected in his place. 

In expectation of the arrival of R. W. Bro. McGillivray another 
adjournment was made and a fourth day's session held, at which all 
points of Craft work were discussed. For the establishment of a pro- 
vincial fund a fee of six pence per quarter for every contributing mem- 
ber and five shillings for every initiate was ordered, the contributions 
to commence from ist July, 1822. The Grand Lodge then adjourned. 
The summons to the lodges reads :^ — 

r I e- ^ot]^, 24th August, 1825. 

Worshipful Sir, — 

The Right Worshipful, the Provincial Grand Master, has been pleased 
to order a meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, at York, on Monday, 
the I2th September next, at ten o'clock a.m., at which you will be pleased 
to have your lodge represented. 

By command of the Right Worshipful, the Provincial Grand Master, 

James Fitzgibbon, 

D, P. G. M. 

To the W. Master of lodge. 
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The official minutes read: — 

Under the authority of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons of England, H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, K. G., etc., etc., 
etc., M. W. G. M. 

Provincial Grand Lodge for the Province of Upper Canada, Simon Mc- 
Gillivray, Esq., R. W. Prov'L G. M. 

At the annual meeting held at York, on Monday, the 12th September. 
A.D. 1825, A.L. 5825. 

Present: 

The R. W. James Fitzgibbon, Esq., D. P. 
G. M. as Prov. G. M. 
John Beikie, Esq., as S. G. W, 
Thomas Fitzgerald, Esq., as J. G. W. 
The V. W- Revd. Wm. Smart, G. Chaplain. 
V. W. the Hon. J. H. Dunn, G. T. 
V. W. Bernard Turquand, G. S. 

John Terry, as S. G. D. 
W. Alexander John Ferns, J. G. D. 
The W. Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form, at noon and with 
solemn prayer. 

The minutes of the last communication were read and confirmed. 

In the absence of the R. W. the P. G. M. who is hourly expected, it was 
resolved to adjourn until the following day. 

The P. G. L. was then adjourned until the morrow, being Tuesday the 
13th, and closed in due form and with solemn prayer. 

Tuesday, the 13th September. 

In Provincial Grand Lodge re-assembled on a proposition from the chair 
and the united wishes of the lodge, an enlightened brother of No. i recited 
the charge to a newly initiated brother. 

A proposition was submitted to the lodge for appointing a Grand Visitor, 
and after a lengthy discussion in regard to such appointment, and in regard 
to the functions and authority to be exercised under the same, it was resolved 
that this question should be adjourned until the morrow. 

The following brethren were appointed a committee to examine and re- 
port upon the state of the funds: — Bro. A. J. Ferns, Bro. Burnside, Bro. 
Spencer. 

A committee of the following brethren was appointed to draft a petition 
to the M. W. G. M. for certain purposes, viz: — The Revd. Bro. Smart, Bro. 
Schofield, Bro. Ferns, Bro. Bridgeford. 

Lodge adjourned to the following day at 10 a.m., and closed in due form 
and with solemn prayer. 

Wednesday, 14th September. 

Lodge opened in due form and with solemn prayer, at half past 10 a.m. 

The committee appointed to audit the accounts reported that they had 
examined the same and found them correct. 

" Resolved, that fifty pounds be paid to Bro. B. Turquand, G. Secy, for 
past sei-vices, which sum is however considered inadequate to remunerate 
that officer for the valuable and laborious services he has performed, but 
that on the funds becoming more ample his services will be further taken 
into consideration." 

On the report of the committee appointed to draft a petition to the M. 
W. G. M. the following resolutions were adopted: — 

I St. — That the present means of the province as respects moral and 
mental improvement, are extremely inadequate, and especially in those parts 
6a 
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recently settled from Europe. — The P. G. Lodge sympathises with this class 
of their fellow subjects, and particularly with their brethren and distressed 
families, and pledge themselves to exert their influence to remedy the evils 
by as widely as possible diffusing the blessings of education. 

2nd. — That in order to secure the benefits of education and the better to 
provide for the wants and necessities of the children of indigent and the 
orphans of deceased Masons, it is highly desirable if possible to erect an 
asylum on an economical plan, connected with a view to an extended system of 
education, the whole to be under the direction of this Provincial Grand Lodge. 

3rd. — That the utmost exertion be made to procure funds for the above 
institution in different parts of the province, and that the said Asylum be 
located in that part of the province where the contributions towards its sup- 
port are most liberal — That an agent be authorized by this P. G. L. to visit 
the United Kingdom in order to lay the object before the British public and 
procure from our brethren such assistance as in their liberality and benevo- 
lence they may be disposed to give. 

4th. — That as the United G. L. of England has always exercised a liberal 
and paternal solicitude for the prosperity of the fraternity in this province, 
and for which this Provincial G. L. feels most deeply indebted, an humble 
petition be presented to the M. W. the G. M. praying that He would recom- 
mend to the United Grand Lodge of England to remit the registering fees 
payable by this P. G. L. to the United G. L. — The said fees to be solely ap- 
plied to the purpose of benevolence. 

A petition embracing the above resolutions, was then read, and on motion 
duly seconded to expunge those parts from the petition relating to a Masonic 
Asylum, the question was put from the chair and negatived. The adoption 
of the petition in its present frame, was then moved and carried. 

On a motion from the chair as to the expediency of entertaining the 
question of a Grand Visitor, the same was put to vote and carried, but after 
some discussion it was left to the discretion of the R. W, P. G. M. 

At half-past 2, L. called from L. to R. and at 4 from R. to L.* — The R. 
W. the P. G. M. announced the resigation of the present G. Tr. and the 
L. having proceeded in order — Bro. Thos. Gibbs Ridout was unanimously 
elected as P. G. Tr. 

Resolved — That the sum of £10 cy. be paid to lodge No. 9, as a remu- 
neration for expenses incurred by that lodge for the accommodation of this 
P. G. L, for the meetings in 1822 and 1823. 

Resolved — ^That 10 dollars be given to the Tyler for services rendered to 
this day. 

Resolved — That a sum not exceeding £12 los. cy. be placed at the dis- 
posal of the G. Secretary for contingencies. 

The P. G. L. then adjourned until 11 a,m. to-morrow, aiia closed in due 
form and with solemn prayer, 

Thursday, the isth September. 
In P. G. L. Re-assembled. 

The lodge opened in due form and with solemn prayer, at 11 a.m. 

The minutes of the preceding three days having been read, and more 
fully discussed, were finally confirmed. 

Agreeably to the 4th article of that part of the book of Constitutions, 
under the title " Of Provincial Grand Lodges " and in furtherance of the 
resolution of the last P. G. L. towards the establishment of a Provincial Fund, 
it is resolved, that the following contributions shall in future be made by each 
and every lodge to this Provincial Grand Lodge, namely, 6d. per quarter for 
every contributing member, 5s. for every person who has been, or shall be 

initiated, and for every brother who has joined since the last payment. 

These contributions to commence from and after the first day of July, in the 
year 1822. 
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The Prov. Grand Lodge was then closed in due form and with solemn 
prayer. 

Signed, John Dean, G. S. 

B. Turquand, G. S. 

Grand Lodge had adjourned two days before the arrival of R W 
Bro McGilhvray at York. He reached town on Friday, the i6th 
beptember, having been detained by a succession of gales of wind and 
a continuance of boisterous weather on Lake Erie. 

The brethren from a distance having all dispersed to their 
respectives homes, Bro. McGillivray met the Grand Secretary, and 
after reading the proceedings of the meeting, determined to issue an 
address xvlnch w^ould place on record his view of the actions of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge. He directed the Provincial Grand Secretary 
to delay the issue of the proceedings, so that his words might accoin^ 
pany the minutes when sent to the lodges. He at once issued the 
following list of appointments in the form of an extra circular. 

The Provincial G. M. has been pleased to appoint the foflowing brethren 
to be officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge for the year ensuing, and to 
remain in office until the last meeting in the year 1826: 

^ Depy. Prov. G. M. John Beikie, Esq., to remain in office until his ap- 
pointment be revoked. 

ProvL S- G. W., Capt. Samuel C. Mel-Huish, Royal Engineers, com- 
manding at Kingston. 

ProvL J. G. W., Adiel Sherwood, Esq., Erockville. 

Prov. G. Treasurer, Thos. G. Ridout, Esq., (elected) York, 

Provl. G. Chaplain, Revd. Wm. Smart, Brockville. 

Provl. G. Registrar, Thomas Ridout, Esq., Surveyor General, York. 
ProvL G. Secretaries, John Dean, Esq., Bath; Bernard Turquand, Esq., 
York. 

ProvL S. G. D., Hugh C. Thompson, Esq., M. P., Kingston. 
Provl. J. G. D., Capt. Thos Fitzgerald, York. 

ProvL G. Director of Ceremonies, James G. Chewett, Esq., York. 
Provl. G. S. B., Bro. John Terry, York. 
By order of the R. W. Provl. G. M. 

John Dean, G. S. 

Bernd. Turquand, G. S. 

In these days of modern Craft procedure with the advantage of 
experience, the Masonic ruler, whether in subordinate or superior 
position, may look with possible regret upon the actions of those who 
governed in days gone by. Fortunately for the Craft in Canada 
successive rulers have endeavored to be guided by the deliverances 
of their predecessors, so that by the exercise of tact and care the Craft 
moves along without friction. In early days, however, those who 
governed were to a certain extent men who had to think and act with 
decision and impartiality, but without the aid of modern rulings or 
jurisprudence. 

Bro. McGillivray knew nothing of the proceedings at York. He 
was being tossed by the waters of the great lakes, while his brethren 
in York were laying plans which to their view would not only be 
acceptable but gratifying to the Provincial Grand Master. That 
brother arrived in York, and, with an experience which justified his 
selection as Provincial Grand Master, he weighed in the balance the 
result of the four days' deliberation of the rulers of the Craft 
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in the jurisdiction. He read the official report of the proceedings 
as prepared by the Grand Secretary. He consulted with the 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, who apparently had remon- 
strated and objected to much of the action taken at the Provincial 
meeting. The ability of the Provincial Grand Master is fully exempli- 
fied in the address which he issued after a reading of the minutes of 
the recent meeting. It is almost unnecessary to point out that as an 
off-hand address, written without any knowledge of what was pro- 
posed, it was an admirable piece of diction, which reasoned out the 
entire subject, as ably as if the R. W. brother had been preparing his 
observations. Bro. McGillivray was blessed with a ready pen, an ex- 
cellent vocabulary and possessed an attractive method of convincing 
and winning over those who differed from him. 

The address opened with an apology for his absence and account- 
ing for the delay in his arrival at York, He was in Detroit. To reach 
York he proposed taking a steamer to Buffalo and then travel by land 
route to York. He left Buffalo on the 12th and reached York on the 
i6th, being about ninety hours on the journey. It is no reflection 
upon our ancestors and their modes of travel to write of speed in 
these days, but the same journey can be readily accomplished at the 
present time in less than tw^enty-four hours. By rail it is generally 
covered in seven hours and has been made in a little over five. 

Having disposed of the preliminaries the R. W. brother discusses 
the business transacted at the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 
He regrets his absence, as his presence might have prevented part of 
the action taken, and then in a fraternal manner he discourses on the 
subject of a Masonic asylum, and points out the inadvisability of 
founding any such establishment in Canada. He then deals with the 
proposal to send an agent to Kngland, and in language which could 
not be misunderstood points out that to place the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Upper Canada in the position of a mendicant would be un- 
masonic " and unavailing for any beneficial purpose/' and that 
therefore he could neither sanction the scheme nor permit the resolu- 
tion to be acted upon. He then, in a manner which could not be 
excelled, argues as to the proper exemplification of the principles of 
Masonry, and illustrates its mission in an argument which must have 
been regarded in 1825 as it is in 1898 as unanswerable in every parti- 
cular. The address is well worthy of reproduction and of a reading 
by the Craft, even if the subject matter has passed into the realms of 
ancient history. 

Having disposed of the question of benevolence and the schemes 
suggested, the R. W. brother takes up the question of payment of fees 
to the Grand Lodge of England for registration. At the meeting of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge in 1825 it had been proposed that the 
Grand Lodge of England be asked to remit " the registering fees,*' 
which amounted to 10/6 for each member. Bro. McGillivray pointed 
out, however, that the Grand Lodge of England had acted liberally 
and had remitted not only the registering fees but the fee for warrants, 
and that the registering fees were the only contributions now payable 
to England by the Provincial Grand Lodge, and that even if such 
amount were remitted it would form a fund totally inadequate for the 
purpose. He further reminded them that all members must be regis- 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA, 


85 


tered at an expense which should rightfully be borne by the parties 
benefited. He also alluded to the fact that such registration enabled 
Canadian Masons to participate in the general benevolent fund of the 
Grand Lodge of Kngland. He, however, approved of the establish- 
ment of a provincial registry, and was willing to endorse an applica- 
tion to England for a partial remission of fees so as to help to defray 
the expenses of a provincial registrarship. He concluded by advo- 
cating uniformity of procedure in all Masonic work, but opposed the 
appointment of a Grand Visitor with the powers proposed. He im- 
pressed the brethren of the lodges with the necessity of prompt pay- 
ment of moneys, and pointed out that the Grand Treasurer should 
always be a resident of the capital of the province and that the Grand 
Secretary and Grand Registrar should be resident in the one place. 

R. W. Bro. James Fitzg^bbon having resigned, Bro. John Beikie 
had been appointed in his place, and in this regard the Provincial 
Grand Master congratulated the Craft in having a brother so well 
qualified " to perform the duties of that high office." 

For the convenience of the Craft R. W. Bro. McGillivray directed 
that the meetings of the P. G. Lodge be alternate, one in each year at 
Kingston and another at York. In order that a similar state of affairs 
as existed at the death of R. W. Bro. Jarvis might not again occur, 
Bro, McGillivray informed the Craft that in conjunction with the 
Provincial Grand Master of Lower Canada he had signed a petition 
to the M. W. the Grand Master that, in case of the death or resignation 
of the Provincial Grand Master, the Deputy Provincial and officers 
should continue in office until the appointment of a successor by the 
M. W. the Grand Master. 

This is in brief a synopsis of the address with explanations need- 
ful to a correct understanding of the acts of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge and R. W. Bro. McGillivray. The circular reads: — 

To all and every, our Worshipful and Loving Brethren, Rulers, and Mem- 
bers of the Lodges in Upper Canada. 

Brethren, — 

In promulgating amongst you the proceedings at the late meeting of your 
Provincial Grand Lodge at York, and announcing to you the appointment of 
Provincial Grand Officers for the year ensuing, it is with much regret that I 
find myself under the necessity of beginning my communication by an apology 
for my personal absence on that occasion. 

You are aware that the Provincial Grand Lodge was summoned to meet 
on the I2th of September; some personal duties having called me to the 
western part of the Province, I was in the vicinity of Sandwich on the ist of 
that month. — The steamboat Pioneer was advertised to depart from Detroit 
on the 6th, and it was my intention to embark in her, so as to be at York 
some days before the intended meeting. — In the event of any possible dis- 
appointment in this respect, the steamboat Superior was to depart on the 
9th, and by embarking in her I should have reached York in time, so that I 
considered every precaution taken against any danger of delay; but a series 
of gales of wind and a succession of boisterous weather in Lake Erie, de- 
tained the steamboats, and entirely deranged my plans. The Pioneer was 
driven back with damage to Buffalo. — The Superior was detained three days 
at Erie, and it was only on the 12th, the day on which I ought to have been 
at York — that I was able to get away from Detroit — I got to Buffalo on the 
night of the 14th, and proceeding day and night without stopping. I reached 
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York early of the i6th, and found the Provincial Grand Lodge had adjourned 
two days before. 

The minuteness of this detail does not proceed from any egotism or 
imaginary self-importance on my part, but from an anxious wish to explain 
all the circumstances of the case, in order that the brethren whom I sum- 
moned to attend at York, and whom I did not meet there, may be satisfied 
that my absence did not proceed from any neglect, or want of exertion, but 
was caused by circumstances which no precaution could guard against, and 
which no human power could control. It would have afforded me great sat- 
isfaction to have had the opportunity of renewing the friendly intercourse 
which I had the pleasure of commencing three years ago with many of our 
worthy brethren, and to have congratulated them on the progress which Ma- 
sonry has made in the Province since the opening of our Provincial Grand 
Lodge in 1822. I regret to have been deprived of that satisfaction, and as 
my personal visits to the province are necessarily few and uncertain, I re- 
gret to have lost the opportunity of extending my personal acquaintance 
amongst the brethren to whose exertions, as rulers of private lodges, I am 
to look for the continuance and the further advancement of Masonic improve- 
ment; but chiefly I lament my absence at the recent meeting, because I think 
my presence and the explanations I should have offered to the brethren, 
would have prevented the adoption of some proceedings, and resolutions, 
which I find in the minutes, and which having been passed by a majority of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge, I do not fe^^I myself authorized to expunge or 
suppress, but of which I disapprove, and upon which it is my duty to offer 
a few observations. 

The proceedings to which I allude are those which refer to the project 
of erecting an asylum, with a view to an extended system of education, 
under the direction of the Provincial Grand Lodge, and the plan of sending 
an agent to Kngland, to solicit contributions for that purpose/* — I am as 
desirous as any of our brethren can be, to diffuse throughout the province 
the ** Blessings of Edvical ion,*' and so far as the pledge to that effect, con- 
tained in the first resolution, extends, it ha^ personally my cordial concur- 
rence, but in looking at the general measure, of a very extensive nature, and 
most important character, which is proposed to be founded on this pledge, 
it is our duty to take several points connected therewith into serious con- 
sideration, and not rashly or unadvisedly to embark in a project, which may 
be found beyond our means, which may involve us in difficulties, and which 
if it could even be accomplished, might be found incompatible with the state 
of population and society in the province. 

Without further quoting, or formally arguing, in reply to, the 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th resolutions, I therefore request your attention to the following obser- 
vations upon the proposed project, viz: — 

An asylum is a building, where children are maintained and educated, 
and of course separated from their parents, if they have any, and adopted 
and provided for by the institution. Even in a wealthy and populous me- 
tropolis such institutions unless richly endowed, are supported with great 
difficulty, and in England I could refer to many abortive attempts to estab- 
lish institutions, which would have been extremely useful, if they had suc- 
ceeded, but for which the means were not to be found. It is true, that in the 
munifi-cent metropolis of England, there are several asylums supported by 
voluntary contributions; but it is equally true, that in the crowded population 
of that great metropolis are to be found the numerous cases of distress and 
poverty, for the relief of which such institutions are required, and where the 
preservation of the destitute orphans of Brother Masons from ignorance, 
from vice, and from misery, so far as the means of individuals may enable 
them to contribute to that object, becomes a sacred duty, incumbent upon 
every brother, who remembers the obligations incurred and the principles 
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inculcated in his progress through Masonry, instead of being as in my 
opinion an asylum in Canada would be, a mere speculative, though well in- 
tended attempt, to extend the benefits of Masonic benevolence, in a manner 
to which many brethren, with intentions equally good and benevolent with 
those of the proposers, would seriously object, as unnecessary and ostentatious. 

Tn London there are two Masonic institutions of this nature. — One 
for the maintenance and education of the female orphans and children 

of indigent brethren — and one for the clothing and education of boys, 

Every exertion has been made by the United Grand Lodge, by many 
private lodges, and by the numerous and respectable members of the 
fraternity individually, to support* these institutions, and to extend the 
benefits of them to as many as possible of the numerous distressed 
and destitute applicants; and yet, so little adequate is all that has been 
done, to what is required, that I have never known an election at either 
institution, at which were not thrice as many candidates as there were vacan- 
cies, and all these candidates had proved cases of such distress and destitu- 
tion as are happily very uncommon in the Province of Upper Canada. I, 
therefore, think that to an appeal to the Grand Lodge or to the private 
lodges of England, for assistance to erect an asylum in Canada, it might well 
be answered, that it was rather the duty of Masons in Canada, to transmit con- 
tributions in aid of the institutions in England. 

It is further proposed to authorize an agent to visit the United King- 
do m, in order to lay the object before the British public." On this point T 
beg to observe that Masonry is an institution which courts retirement rather 
than publicity, and that I consider it inconsistent with the principles of our 
Order, to lay Masonic objects before the public, either in England or in 
Canada. So long as I have the honour to hold my present office, I shall 
be happy to submit any proper and reasonable Masonic object to the highest 
Masonic authorities, through whom alone, any such appeal as is proposed 
could be made to the Masonic part of the public, and for that purpose the 
appointment of any agent is unnecessary, but as to the appointment of an 
agent, with a Mendicant Mission, to the British public, in the name of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, it is a proceeding which would 
in my opinion be entirely unmasonic, as well as utterly unavailing for any 
beneficial purpose, and therefore I can neither give it any sanction nor per- 
mit the resolution for carrying it into effect to be acted upon. 

Considering, therefore any prospect of aid from England, for erecting 
a Masonic Asylum in Canada as entirely visionary, the question remains, can 
we find in the province the means of erecting and maintaining such an insti- 
tution ? and if so, what would be the utility of it, on the very small scale 
to which it would necessarily be limited ? — My own opinion is that we can 
not find the means, and that we should expose ourselves to ridicule by at- 
tempting a thing so far beyond our reach; and, as to the utility of the scheme 
and especially as to the argument used in regard to those parts of the coun- 
try recently settled from Europe (a description by the way which applies to 
the new townships throughout the whole Province from Hawkesbury to Sand- 
wich, extending over a distance of near 600 miles) — I do not understand 
what benefit the new settlers and their ** distressed families," dispersed as 
they are in the almost inaccessible recesses of these new townships, would 
derive from an asylum, to be erected at York, or Kingston, or Brockville. 
If the children were to be maintained at the asylum, the parents would be 
deprived of their assistance in cultivating their farms, and the new settle- 
ments would be deprived of those whom I consider the most valuable class 
of their population, namely, the children reared in the country, seasoned to 
the climate, and trained to the toils incident to the situation in which Provi- 
dence has placed them. In short the project of erecting an asylum in Upper 
Canada seems to me not only impracticable, but also uncalled-for, and en- 
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tirely unsuited to the state of society and population in the province, and 
with such views on the subject, I cannot consent to the scheme being com- 
menced as under the auspices or connected with the proceedfngs of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodg-e. 

The asylum, however, is declared to be " connected with a view to an 
extended system of education, the whole to be under the direction of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge," And I can fully understand the benefit which would 
arise from a system of education so extended as to establish schools wher- 
ever there are settlers, and so to dispense the blessings of moral and re- 
ligious instruction amongst the children of the scattered population of the 
new townships, as well as the inhabitants of the more ancient settlements; 
therefore as individual or detached instances of Masonic benevolence, I would 
not only recommend to every brother to contribute to the support of such 
schools, but I should also highly approve of every lodge, the members of 
which can supply the means, resolving to establish and maintain a school 
for the instruction of their own children and those of their brethren, or neigh- 
bours, who may be in less prosperous circumstances. An extended system of 
education, however, under the direction of the Provincial Grand Lodge is a 
project in which I submit we ought not to embark without very serious 
consideration, because even if it could be expected to succeed* its very suc- 
cess might be dangerous to Masonry, by exposing our motives to miscon- 
struction, and possibly to censure. A provision for an extended system of 
education in the province is already made by Government, and a Society 
connected with the established Church, has been I believe incorporated for 
the superintendence of schools, and endowed with large grants of Crown 
lands for their support. I fear the schools under the direction of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, would be considered a rival institution, and although 
it may be argued that there is enough to do for both parties, and that the 
more fellow labourers in the good cause the better, yet experience teaches 
that in such cases fellow labourers seldom agree in opinion, and I apprehend 
that any attempt on our part to introduce any separate system of education, 
or to assume the direction of any combined or general system, might not 
only excite some jealousy or suspicion in certain quarters with which pru- 
dence requires us to avoid any collision, but might also, by many of the best 
members of our own fraternity be considered to arise from a meddling dis- 
position, incompatible with the retired and unobtrusive deportment which 
ought always to characterize the conduct of Freemasons, and by adhering 
to which alone, we can reasonably hope long to preserve the immunities and 
privileges which we at present enjoy in Great Britain and her Colonies. 

The genuine and immutable principles of our Order teach us to show 
profound deference to the constituted authorities of the country wherein we 
reside, and to pay implicit obedience to the lawful commands of those placed 
in authority over us by the Government to which we owe allegiance, to re- 
frain alike from religious and political discussions, and to avoid all occasion 
of either offending, or identifying ourselves with any sect in religion, or any 
party in politics. The universality of our system embraces men of all coun- 
tries, of all conditions, and of all religious denominations, and inasmuch as 
men of every religious denomination are necessarily attached to their own 
peculiar doctrines, each of them might feel some jealousy of a system of edu- 
cation under the direction of a society which could not inculcate these doc- 
trines, and which might be supposed to inculcate a latitude of opinions in- 
compatible with any exclusive doctrines, and thus we should run the risk 
of incurring suspicion or ill-will, which in its consequences might be danger- 
ous to our fraternily. The true principle, to the test of which, as Masons, 
we should bnng this and all other new projects is. to ask, does it belong to 
Masonry ? and if the reply be in the negative, then however plausible, or 
however laudable the project may appear, let us, as Masons, refrain from 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


89 


meddling with it. As individuals we may support any project of which we 
approve, but we have no right to mix up tTie name of Masonry with attempts 
to collect public contributions or to establish systems of education. 

The wisdom of the principle herein propounded, has been proved by the 
experience of the many ages, during which our fraternity has flourished, and 
the evil consequences of any deviation from it are sufficiently exemplified 
even in our own times. Let us look at the present condition of Masonry 
in almost every state on the continent of Europe, and if in some countries, 
we find it considered synonymous with treason, and if our brethren are pro- 
scribed or actually massacred, let us recollect that this is partly the conse- 
quence of Masonry having been in those countries associated with politics, 
and having been made the pretext of secret meetings for objects which did 
not belong to Masonry. Let us recollect that in such cases no discrimination 
is made, but that the delinquency or even the suspicious conduct of a few 
involves the whole body in the consequences of suspicion, and affords a 
pretext for arbitrary governments and other bodies hostile to all free insti- 
tutions, to justify the severities which they inflict and the obliquy which 
they attempt to cast upon the whole Masonic fraternity. Thus in several of 
those sovereign states in which there is no evidence that Masonry has ever 
been perverted to political or party purposes, yet it is suspected and dis- 
countenanced in consequence of occurrences elsewhere, and unless it be in 
the Netherlands, in some of the smaller states in the north of Germany, and 
in Sweden, I believe Masonry is actually suppressed all over the continent 
of Kurope. 

In any part of our own country, I believe Masonry has never been sus- 
pected of being associated with politics, but any interference with religious 
opinions is equally an object which does not belong to Masonry, and I think it 
entirely impossible to separate a general system of education from some inter- 
ference with religious opinions. Instances of the consequences of such inter- 
ference, and even of the danger of being mixed up in such questions, with- 
out any interference may easily be quoted. In Ireland the meetings of our 
brethren are by law prohibited, because it was deemed necessary to suppress 
other secret societies which were associated with religious opinions, and still 
nearer to us. in the sister Province of Lower Canada, those of our fellow 
subjects who are under the influence of the Roman Catholic clergy, are, for 
reasons best known to these reverend gentlemen, forbidden to become Free- 
masons. 

I submit that all these circumstances ought to operate as a warning to 
us, and to prevent us from entertaining any propositions which might, even 
by misconstruction of our motives, incur the risk of causing any doubt or 
jealousy of our proceedings being suggested either to the Government or the 
Church under which our fraternity is countenanced and protected; and under 
these considerations, even if we possessed the means of carrying the pro- 
posed object into effect, I should think the attempt so to do extremely im- 
prudent. But on the other hand, let us look for a moment what are thel 
means at our disposal, and let us consider what means would be required 
for the proposed purpose. 

Our system of finance is still confessedly in its infancy, and our income 
hitherto has scarcely sufficed to pay our very moderate expenses. As a Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, we have no surplus revenue to appropriate; our private 
lodges, I am sorry to state, are in some instances still in arrear, and of the 
probability of obtaining individual contributions. I think enough has been 
already stated to prove that we are totally destitute of any adequate funds, 
either in possession, or in rational expectation. In a part of these same pro- 
ceedings our poverty is admitted and even pleaded as a reason for obtaining 
the remission of a very moderate registering fee, payable to the Grand Lodge 
of England. And yet, at the very same time, it is gravely proposed, and 
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gravely resolved, to attempt the establishment of institutions to the support 
of which the whole revenues of the Grand Lodge of England would be 
found unequal. The attempt would of course be an utter failure, and besides 
making unnecessarily rather a mortifying disclosure of our poverty it would 
I think deservedly expose us to no small portion of public ridicule. 

If it should seem that in these observations I have used any warmth of 
expression or adopted a tone of remark too earnest for the occasion, I re- 
quest it may be remembered that it is because I am jealous of any imputa- 
tion upon the consistency or the respectability of Masonry in the province 
which is placed under my charge, and because it is peculiarly my duty as 
Provincial Grand Master to be extremely watchful in regard to any pro- 
ceedings which might tend to expose us to Masonic censure, or through our 
conduct to draw public ridicule on the whole fraternity. I therefore com- 
mend what has been stated to the serious consideration of the brethren, and 
I trust the project in question will be finally relinquished. 

In regard to the petition which it was resolved to submit to the M. W. 
G. M., praying for the remission of the fee payable to the Grand Lodge, for 
registering the names of all brethren, and the amount of which fee is los. 6d. 
sterling, for each name, I beg to remind the brethren that the quarterly con- 
tribution payable by all Masons in England has already been remitted to 
the members of the fraternity in our province, and also that the fee of five 
guineas on every warrant has been remitted to all our lodges, excepting only 
two new lodges which were constituted by me '.n 1S22. The registering fee is 
the only contribution now payable to England by the brethren of our Pro- 
vince, and the whole sum which has yet been paid does not amount to one 
hundred pounds. Is it possible, or can it be credited, that such a sum is an 
object of so much importance as is here represented ? and if not, what be- 
comes of the argument founded on such statement ? It is enacted, as may 
be seen in the book of constitutions, in the Chapter ** Of Private Lodges/* 
section 14, that " no lodge shall make a Mason for a less consideration than 
three guineas, exclusive of the registering fee, nor on any pretence remit or 
defer the payment of any part of this sum." The object of this enactment was 
to prevent the admission into the societv of paupers, or needy persons, likely 
to seek such admission for the sake of founding claims for relief upon its 
funds, and I think the law a very wholesome one. It appears to me to follow 
from this law that to a man who at all events must pay three guineas on his 
admission amongst us, a remission of the additional los. 6d. cannot be a very 
important object, and I think I have already shown that as to establishing any 
general fund in the Province, the amount of the whole must be titterly inade- 
quate for such purpose. 

There is also something to be considered in regard to the justice of the 
case. It is necessary that the names of all Masons holding under the Grand 
Lodge of England should be registered accordingly, and this is of course 
attended with a certain expense, which undoubtedly ought to be defrayed by 
the parties for whose benefit the registry takes place. Now the registry 
takes place for the benefit of all brethren admitted into Masonry, and one 
peculiar benefit arising therefrom to the brethren in Upper Canada is, in case 
of need, that each of them is thereby entitled to participate in the relief 
aflforded by the general fund of Masonic benevolence in England, although he 
is exempted from paying any contribution towards the same; so that it really 
appears to me that the application for this further exemption is neither rea- 
sonable in itself, nor laid on reasonable grounds, 

I think, however, it would be extremely beneficial to the interests and the 
respectability of Masonry in the province to establish a system of provincial 
registry; and I would support the prayer of a petition to the M. W. G. M., 
to propose to the Grand Lodge such a partial remission of the registering 
fee in England as should defray the expense of the Provincial Registration, 
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and as a preliminary step towards this object, it will be seen that a highly 
respectable brother has been appointed to the office of Provincial Grand 
Registrar. 

As the brethren may not be fully aware of the importance of my concur- 
ring in the prayer of their petition, I think it right to inform them that if 
any petition from them should be presented through any other means, with- 
out my knowledge or concurrence, the first thing to be done with it would 
be to refer it for my opinion; and if my opinion in this matter be well 
founded, is it not better that it should be given, to prevent the petition from 
being transmitted, rather than to cause its rejection, after it may have been 
delivered ? I shall therefore delay the transmission of this petition until after 
the subject shall have been reconsidered in the Provincial Grand Lodge, and 
in order that the merits of the case may be known to all the brethren, and 
that a subject of so much importance may not be hastily determined, I do 
hereby enjoin and require the W. M., or other officers presidin^r at the next 
meeting of each and every lodge in the province of Upper Canada, which 
may take place after the receipt of this letter, to read the same aloud in open 
lodge, or cause it to be so read, and afterwards to cause a copy thereof to 
be entered on the minute book. 

I think it incumbent upon me further to state that the introduction of 
such important subjects without previous notice, and the pressing them to a 
decision, by only a majority, or rather a thinly attended meeting, against the 
opinion of the officer presiding, was a premature and ill-advised proceeding, 
and in order to prevent the recurrence of any such hasty measures, by 
which absent brethren may be taken by surprise, and the character of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge inconsiderably committed, I think it should be en- 
acted as a by-law, that no proposal for any application to the M. W. G. M., 
of the Grand Lodge of England, be discussed at any meeting of this Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge unless notice of the same shall have been given at the 
preceding meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge and circulated to the 
different lodges throughout the province." 

I consider it extremely desirable to establish among our lodges through- 
out the province a system of regularity and uniformity in all their Masonic 
proceedings, and therefore, as a temporary measure, I approve of the ap- 
pointment which has been proposed under the name of a Grand Visitor — 
though I think instructor a more appropriate designation for the office, and 
as the functions of such officer must be limited strictly to the communication 
of Masonic instruction to such lodges as may require the same I fear it will 
be no easy matter to find a brother duly qualified, who will undertake the 
performance of this duty, but that choice I have referred to the R. W. Dep'y- 
Provl. G. M., who is himself extremely well qualified to bestow instruction, 
and therefore to decide upon the pretensions of any brother who may wish 
to be appointed. In granting, however, my approbation of this temporary 
measure, I request it may always be remembered that the genuine source of 
Masonic instruction is to gain it from the Master, and therefore I earnestly 
recommend to the brethren generally, to elect as Masters such brethren as 
are capable of bestowing instrtiction, and to the Masters and rulers of the 
Craft I recommend assiduity in obtaining, and zeal in communicating, Ma- 
sonic knowledge. I have heard that it was suggested by some brethren to 
invest this proposed Grand Visitor with extraordinary, and even anomalous 
functions, such as would in fact constitute him a censor in the lodges, and 
in the Provincial Grand Lodge, a delegate from the lodges; and therefore, 
lest any such project should hereafter be revived, I beg to declare that the 
grant of such functions would be illegal and unconstitutional. The functions 
of censor belong to the Prov'l. G. M. and his officers, and the only delegates 
we can recognize in Masonry are the masters, past masters and wardens of 
the private lodges, and who as such attend in their places in the Provincial 
Grand Lodge. 
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The concluding resolution adopted by the Provincial Grand Lodge on the 
iSth instant, for establishing a fund of benevolence, is one which has my 
full approbation, and I trust it will be punctually complied with. 

It must be obvious to every brother that without punctuality and regu- 
larity in money transactions, and in accounts, it is impossible that any so- 
ciety can prosper, or long continue even to exist. The most scrupulous 
attention should therefore be paid to these points; and in order to contribute 
to the regularity and the permanency of our financial arrangements, it may 
as well be understood at once that brethren resident at the seat of govern- 
ment should always be elected to the office of Grand Treasurer, and I shall 
appoint the Grand Registrar and the Grand Secretary, who is to have the 
books and accounts under his care, from brethren resident at the same place. 
Thus the financial staff of our Provincial Grand Lodge will always be at their 
post, and in communication with each other, and in the present appointment 
of the Dep'y. Prov'l. Grand Master, I consider the Province and myself 
equally fortunate in having found, also resident at York, a brother so welJ 
qualified as Bro. Beikie, to perform the important duties of that high office. 

To the Past Dep'y- Prov'l. Grand Master, Bro, Fitzgibbon, my best 
thanks are due for the able and fraternal assistance given by him in the com- 
mercement of your Provincial Grand Lodge, and for the whole of his con- 
duct whilst he has presided over it during my absence from the province. 
The thanks of the Provincial Grand Lodge have already been justly voted to 
him, and thus he retires from office with the applause and acknowledgments 
of his brethren, and the consciousness of having done his duty as a just and 
upright man and Mason in a high and important situation. 

With a view to the convenience of the brethren resident in the eastern 
part of the province, I have recommended to the new Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master to hold one meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge in each 
year at Kingston. This will probably be the summer meeting, as the steam- 
boats on Lake Ontario will afford the opportunity to the Provincial Grand 
Officers resident at York to attend such meeting with less inconvenience than 
at any other season, while on the contrary, the winter meetings can be more 
conveniently attended at the seat of government, the place of meeting of the 
Provincial Legislature, and thus the convenience of the brethren in all parts 
of the province will as far as possible be consulted. 

I avail myself of the present opportunity to inform the brethren that in 
reference to the 8th section of the chapter of " Provincial Grand Lodges'* in 
the Book of Constitutions of the United Grand Lodge of England wherein 
it is declared as a necessary consequence of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
emanating from the authority vested in the Provincial Grand Master that 
it ceases to exist on the death, resignation, suspension or removal of the 
Provincial Grand Master, until he be reinstated or a successor appointed, by 
whose authority they may again be regularly convoked." and considering this 
interruption of the functions of Provincial Grand Lodges as likely to be 
found injurious to the progress of Masonry in this country, I have jointly 
with the Provincial Grand Master for Quebec and Three-Rivers, and the 
Provincial Grand Master for Montreal and William Henry, and on behalf of 
our respective Provincial Grand Lodges, signed a petition to His Royal 
Highness the M. W, G. M. whereof the prayer is That his Royal Highness 
will be graciously pleased in such manner as to his Royal Highness shall 
seem meet, so to extend the powers and privileges of Provincial Grand Lodq:es 
in the Canadas, as that in the event of the death or resignation of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, the authority of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 
and other officers of the Provincial Grand Lodges shall be continued, and the 
Provincial Grand Lodge shall be authorized to continue its regular meetings 
until a successor be appointed by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, and 
until such successor shall in person or by Deputy be regularly installed into 
office." 
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The prayer of this petition will, I trust, be granted, and I trust the 
brethren will see in it, and in every part of my conduct since I accepted the 
office which I have the honour to hold, an anxious and earnest wish on my 
part to make every exertion in my power for the advancement, the improve- 
ment, and the regular government of the lodges in our province. In these ex- 
ertions I have had the good fortune to be powerfully seconded by the fraternity 
at large, and particularly I beg to express the satisfaction it affords me to see 
highly respectable, and I rejoice to say, the numerous individuals of consid- 
eration in society who have come amongst us — both old Masons joining our 
body, and candidates admitted into Masonry, since my first visit to the pro- 
vince. It is by a continuance of regularity, of good order, and of a strict 
adherence to the true principles of Masonry, that we must endeavour to 
merit a continuance of the high estimation in which it is evident our society 
is now held; and I sincerely hope and trust that no difference of opinion 
amongst ourselves may arise to check our prosperity, or to bring our pro- 
ceedings into discredit, either with our brother Masons, or with any portion 
of our fellow-subjects. My anxiety on this point is the cause of my address- 
ing to you the present voluminous communication, which, I trust, will be 
received by every lodge and by every brother with that feeling of fraternal 
and cordial good-will, with which for the present I take my leave of you, 
wishing you collectively and individually success and prosperity in all your 
laudable pursuits, as men and as Masons. 

Simon McGillivray, 
Prov- G. M, for Upper Canada. 

Montreal, October lo, 1825. 

In October of 1825 after R. W. Bro. McGillivray had appointed 
Bro- Beikie as the successor of Bro. Fitzgibbon, he received a letter 
from Bro. Smart, which was promptly answered and which show^s that 
a truly Masonic spirit actuated him in all his Craft work. He did 
not refer in any way to the disappointment regarding the non-confirma- 
tion of his appointment by Bro. Fitzgibbon, but on the contrary stated 
his opinion that Bro. Beikie w^ould give very general satisfaction to 
the lodges." Bro. Adiel Sherw^ood was the senior ofificer who had the 
first claim — if seniority were to be considered. Bro. Smart re-echoed 
the sentiments of the Canadian brethren in regard to the payment of 
registering fees. The truth was that behind this demand for a 
remission of fees, there was an unexpressed desire for more indepen- 
dence in the government of the Craft in Upper Canada. Bro. Smart 
wrote : 

Brockville, Oct. loth, 1825. 

My dear Sir: 

Yours of the 30th Septr. I received on Saturday last. The Brethren were 
much disappointed at not meeting: you at York, but perfectly satisfied that it 
was the finger of Providence that prevented the gratification of their wishes, as 
none could control the winds and the waves. The state of my church and 
family, together with the preparations for my departure for England, precluded 
me from making a longer stay in York, as it was unknown how long you 
might be detained. My disappointment was much increased, on my return 
home from some ministerial duties, to find you had called. 

From your letter I am happy to learn the arrangements arid appointments 
you have been pleased to make. The appointment of Mr. Beikie I have every 
reason to believe will give very general satisfaction to the Lodges. He was 
thought of in this quarter; but a doubt rested on the minds of some of the 
Brethren as to his accepting of it, and it was only in case of his refusal that 
Brother Sherwood would have been recommended to your notice. 
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I can with perfect confidence recommend Br. Adiel Sherwood, Esqr., to 
any situation in Grand Lodge you have vacant. I am gratified with the list 
of names you have mentioned, and on the whole I think it would perhaps 
be better for the institution for you to select one of those names for a Deacon 
than for me to name a Brother in this quarter, 

I am anxious that the members composing the Pro. Grand Lodge should 
be respectable, both in character and circumstances, and if persons can be 
selected bearing a public character, in my opinion so much the better. 

In regard to the Asylum, I did not anticipate a difference of opinion, at 
least, as to the object, and I still hope that an interview and explanation would 
soon enable us to think alike. As to the manner of carrying it into operation 
and the time, I do not feel so clear about, without first having your mind, 
and this I exprefsed in open Lodge when at York, and I went so far as to 
suggest that if there should be any difference of opinion in your mind, it 
would be better to abandon it. 

On the subject of registering fees, I was also very plain, and exprefsed 
m3^ opinion they could not be remitted, and indeed I had to exert myself to 
prevent this subject taking a very unpleasant shape to my own mind and 
feelings, and likewise to the Dy. Grand Master's. Many of the Brethren were 
strongly of opinion that they ought to claim the remifsion of the registering 
fees as a matter of right. As the Brethren were determined to make the 
application, it was only left to me as one of the Committee to give as favor- 
able a turn to the subject as pofsible, which was by a respectful petition instead 
of demanding it as a right. I am convinced you would have thrown much 
light had you been present, on this and other subjects that came before us. 

I expect to leave this for England about the 20th inst., and if you will have 
the goodness to forward me a Masonic introduction, I should esteem it as 
a favour. I should not have troubled you to send it, but from the latenefs of 
the season it is likely I shall have to go by way of New York. 

Commending you to the Divine care, I remain. Dear Sir, 

Your fraternally, 

William Smart. 

Simon McGillivray. 

On the appointment of R. W. Bro. Beikie to the position of 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, R. W. Bro. McGillivray, in enclos- 
ing him his patent of office, reviewed the state of the Craft in the pro- 
vince, pointing- out irregularities that had occurred through R, W. 
Bro, Fitzgibbon, and directing the future course of his successor. The 
instructions were explicit, and show that even after the reorganization 
of the Craft in 1822, either a want of knowledge or neglect on the part 
of Grand Officers caused a repetition of the history of the Craft in 
the early days of the century, when provincial officers constructed the 
constitution as best suited their own will and the exigencies of each 
case with which they had to deal. 

It is peculiar that the desire of Bro. Fitzgibbon to resign in 18:23 
was not given to the Craft until 1825. The Provincial Grand Master 
was definite in his statement regarding the powers of the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, and did not fail to point out to Bro. Beikie 
that the appointment of Bro. Smart to the office of Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master was beyond the limits of his power. 

There was trouble anew with regard to the issue of dispensations 
to lodges, and in a mild way Bro. Fitzgibbon had overstepped his 
power in issuing dispensations instead of referring all such applica- 
tions to the Provincial Grand Master. The exercise of authority may 
perhaps have been owing to the absence of R. W. Bro. McGillivray 
from the province. 
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What is perplexing in the case of many lodges at this time was 
the use of the old notation as issued under R. W. Bro. Jarvis. This 
is observable in the minutes of the private lodges. In those of No. 6 
at Kingston, w^hich after 1823 became No. 5, the old number is adhered 
to, as also in the books of No. 15 at Grimsby, which became No. 8," 
and of No. 21, King Hiram, at Oxford, which became No. 12.'' The 
proof that all the lodges from No. 754, E. R., No. i, P. R., St. 
Andrew's," down to "No. 774, E. R., No. 21, P, R., True Britons', 
Perth," held successive numbers from the lowest to the highest is 
shown by the fact that before the writer lies the w^arrant of No. 759, 
E. R., No. 6, P. R./^ and that in the minutes of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of 1825 a payment was made to lodge No. 9, P. R., the owner 
of the lodge room in Market Lane, York, which had been built by that 
lodge when it was No. 16, P. R. This is an important matter in tracing 
the lodges not only of the Jarvis but of the McGillivray register. R. 
W. Bro. McGillivray 's letter to Bro. Beikie reads: — 

Montreal, 26th October, 1825. 

Dear Sir: — • 

I should at an earlier date have addressed you on the subject of the present 
letter, but from the slow progress of the person who was employed to 
transcribe the enclosed document, and still more from the slow progress of 
the printers employed upon my circular, letter, etc. It would have been of 
little use to write you until these documents were ready to be transmitted- 

I have now the pleasure to enclose a patent, constituting you my Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master for the Province of Upper Canada, and vesting you 
by substitution, with all the authority, which I myself, if personally present, 
could exercise in the discharge of the duties of that high office in Masonry, 
and as by the tenor of the patent you'll see that you hold this authority, sub- 
ject to such directions as I may from time to time give you in regard to the 
exercise of the same, and inasmuch as some proceedings of your predecessor 
appear to have been adopted under a misapprehension as to the extent of the 
authority delegated to him, I deem it requisite to explain to you two points 
in particular, wherein he exceeded his authority, lest my silence on the sub- 
ject might be held to sanction them as precedents. 

In the year 1823, our worthy Bro. Fitzgibbon, being desirous to retire 
from his office, sent me a resignation of the same, and until I should appoint 
a successor, he nominated the Rev. Bro. Smart to be such successor, or to act 
as his substitute, I know not exactly which, for I only learned the circumstance 
from an application made to me by Bro. Smart to confirm the appointment. 
I, therefore, request you to recollect that in the event of your resignation, you 
are not competent to appoint your own successor, nor even a substitute to 
perform the duties of your office. By the laws of Masonry, as contained in the 
book of Constitutions, the Provincial Grand Lodge can only meet when sum- 
moned by my order, or yours in my absence, and when it is so met, if both 
shall be prevented from attending, then the officer of highest rank in the pro- 
vince, who may happen to be present, shall preside, but I trust such a case is 
not likely again to arise. 

The other point is that of granting dispensations to lodges, in which I 
fear all regularity has been lost sight of. It was not my intention that any 
person but myself should have the authority of granting dispensations to estab- 
lish new lodges, and this I explained fully in 1822, as well as the law, that all 
dispensations become null and void unless confirmed within twelve months by 
a warrant of constitution from the Grand Lodge of England. I find, however, 
that Bro. Fitzgibbon has exercised the authority of granting dispensations. 
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and that several have been so granted, of which no report has been made to 
me, and under which the lodges are now meeting unlawfully, because, even if 
the dispensations had been originally valid, they have become void for want 
of confirmation. Since this authority has been exercised by Bro. Fitzgibbon 
I do not wish to preclude you from also exercising it, because I wish to dele- 
gate to you every authority which I possess in the province, but so long as I 
remain in this province it would be better that the petitions for dispensations, 
to constitute new lodges, should be submitted to me before they are granted, 
and after my return to Kngland, it is my duty to enjoin that you grant no 
dispensation to any lodge now acting irregularly, or any brethren wishing to 
form a new lodge in the province without previously receiving from such 
lodge or brethren, ist. a regular petition to the Grand Master for a warrant; 
2nd. a regular return of the members of the proposed lodge, and 3rd. payment 
of the regular fees to the proper officer of the Provincial Grand Lodge; and 
that the petition and return be transmitted to me forthwith, together with a 
statement of the circumstances under which the dispensation may be granted, 
in order that I may submit the same to the M. W. G. M. 
I am, with respect and regard. 

Dear Sir» 

Fraternally yours, 

Simon McGillivray, 

Provincial G. M. 

John Beikie, Esq., 

Deputy Provincial G. M. 
for Upper Canada. 

Attached to this letter is a memo, in the handwriting of R. W. 
Bro. McGillivray. It was written to remind him of points on which 
to base his letter to Bro. Fitzgibbon. The memo, reads: 

Memo, to white Beikie. 

1. Authority delegated to me from G. M., to him from me, to appoint such 
Grand Officers as will support him. 

2. Dispensations only valid for one year. He ought not to grant any, with- 
out immediately reporting to me, and transmitting petition for warrant. 

3. The lodges under Fitzgibbon's dispensations are now in irregularity. 
There are others meeting without any dispensations, others acknowledging no 
authority, and whose proceedings are a disgrace to us. 

4. Law in regard to fees not enforced. Fees in whiskey. 

5. Send him my report. 

6. He must be installed M. 

7. Fitzgibbon turns rouge. 

8. Insubordination symptoms in 1822. 

The first and second paragraphs can be readily understood and 
the first sentence of the third, but as regards the lodges meeting 
without any dispensation and others acknowledging no 
authority," whose proceedings are a disgrace to us/' the meaning is 
not clear. The allusion probably referred to some friction in the work- 
ing of Leinster lodge, meeting at Kingston under the control of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland. The term " rouge " as applied to Bro 
Fitzgibbon is not intelligible. A rouge " in Canada at this period 
would be regarded as a politician with radical or reform tendencies. 
This could not be said of Bro. Fitzgibbon, who was a Tory of pro- 
nounced type, and one most energetic in the measures taken at the 
time of the rebellion in Canada in 1837. The insubordination in 
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1822 referred to the position taken by Bro. Duncombe and others in 
their demands made on Bro. McGiUivray. 

To the MS, report of R. W. Bro. McGilHvray is attached an 
appendix, giving copies of all his correspondence with the leaders of 
the Craft and Grand officers in Canada. This correspondence of R. 
W. Bro. McGiUivray has all appeared in its proper place in this history 
and in chronological order. The figures allude to the documents in 
the report and appendix as they originally appeared in Bro. McGilli- 
vray's report and are allowed to remain, so that if at any time refer- 
ences to the original are required, they may be readily found by Craft 
students. A copy was sent with the patent of Bro. Beikie, and Bro. 
McGiUivray makes reference to it as -follows: — 

Appendix 4, 5, 9, 10, 16, 17. 
The report transcribed in this book, pages i to 38, and the appendix, 
whereof the documents are transcribed in pages 39 to 73, were presented and 
read by me to the Grand Master, according to the date at K. P., 28th February, 
1823, and afterwards by command of H. R. H. entered on the records of the 
Grand Lodge. 

The explanations and opinions therein given by me on behalf of the G. M. 
and the G, have been adopted and confirmed, and on the motion of the 

G- M. the very unusual honour of a vote of thanks was conferred on me by 
the Grand Lodge, which I mention as giving the sanction of the G. M., and 
Grand Lodge to that, which formerly was the only declaration of the Provin- 
cial G. M. of Upper Canada, 

I therefore present the copy of what, so far as it goes, is an authentic and fair 
account of the origin and formation of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper 
Canada, and to be preserved in the records of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
for the use and information of my successors in the office of P. G. M. and the 
deputies for the time being. 

These letters have all appeared in their proper places in this 
history, so that it is unnecessary to refer to them any further. 

After the adjournment of the Provincial Grand Lodge, notification 
was received from England of the intention to establish a Masonic 
register for the Province of Upper Canada. The authorities in Eng- 
land were becoming interested in the work of Canadian Craftsmen, as 
the following circular will show: — 

Circular. 

P. G. Secretary's Office, 

York, U.C., 20th Sept., 1825. 

Worshipful Sir, — 

In consequence of a recent communication from England, the R. W. the 
Provincial Grand Master has been pleased to order a Masonic Registry to be 
established in this province, and that a copy thereof be transmitted to him 
forthwith. 

I have therefore to request your immediate attention to the enclosed 
formtila, and that you cause a return to be filled up with the names (in full 
lenRth) of the brethren composing your lodge, from the period of its union 
with the United Grand Lodge of England, say from the date of your dispen- 
sation to this day, embracing all the particulars mentioned in said formula, 
and forward the same by the earliest opportunity, to. 

Sir, your very obedient servant. 

and faithful Brother, 

B. Turquand, 

To the Worshipful Master. P G. Secretary. 



i>l..,. 



Fac simile of the Testimonial to R. W. Bro. McGillivray by 

THE Grand Lodge of England. 
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The mother Grand Lodge recognized the valuable services of 
R. W. Bro. McGiUivray. The recommendations in his report were not 
only adopted but a vote of thanks engrossed on vellum was presented 
him. These resolutions as well as Bro. McGillivray's portrait were 
until her death in the possession of his daughter, the wife of the late 
Brother Rear Admiral Dawkins, of the British navy, who resided at 
Stoke Gal>riel, Devon, Kn gland. 

In the printed proceedings ot the regular quarterly communication 
of the United Grand Lodge of England at Freemasons' Hall, Great 
Queen street, London, on Wednesday, 5th March, 1823, the Duke of 
Sussex, M. W. Grand Master, it is stated, communicated to the Grand 
Lodge that *' In consequence of several applications which he had re- 
ceived from lodges in the Province of Upper Canada in North America, 
professing to have been constituted under authority of the Grand Lodge 
of England, but which, however, appeared to have been acting without 
regular warrants from this or any other National Grand Lodge, he, the 
M. W. Grand Master had, in the month of April, 18:22, appointed the 
R. W. Brother Simon McGillivray, P. J. G. W., who was then about 
to visit the said province, to be Provincial Grand Master for the same, 
and, in order to enable him the more readily to succeed in reclaiining 
such lodges from any irregularities, into which they might have fallen, 
and to bring them constitutionally^ under the authority of this Grand 
Lodge, he had authorized Brother McGillivray to grant dispensations 
to such lodges as should apply for the same; and to promise to those 
already constituted, under what they might have conceived to be 
regular authority, that warrants should be granted to them without 
payment of the accustomed fees of five guineas each on the establish- 
ment of new lodges. That Brother McGillivray had recently returned 
CO England, and had made to him, the M. W. Grand Master, a most 
satisfactory report of his proceedings; whereby it appeared that he had 
completely succeeded in bringing the lodges of Upper Canada into 
regular communication with this lodge, and into due obedience to its 
law s and regulations ; that he had accordingly granted dispensations to 
nineteen lodges of those previously existing in the province, and to 
two new lodges composed of most respectable individuals, whose 
names would be a great accession to Masonr}^ in the province/' 

The M. W. the Grand Master further stated, that he had directed 
regular warrants to be prepared for these twenty-one lodges, and in 
consideration of the circumstances of the case, was pleased to propose 
that, to the nineteen lodges, so previously established, the payment of 
the accustomed fee of five guineas be dispensed with : — which proposi- 
tion was unanimously agreed to. 

In the mass of MSS. and in previous chapters of this history refer- 
ence is made to Leinster lodge. No. 283, which met at Kingston. 
This lodge was warranted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, There had 
been a great deal of unrest in the lodge amongst the membership and 
in the Midland district its troubles had created quite a discussion in 
Craft circles. The lodge saw that in order to have position and in- 
fluence as a Craft organization it must recognize the constituted 
authority for Craft purposes in Upper Canada. With this end in view 
it opened, through Bro. Wright, a correspondence with Bro. Mc- 
Gillivray and requested affiliation. In the application for recognition 
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by the Provincial Grand Lodge Bro. Wright, on behalf of Leinster 
lodge, asked that its warrant be recognized by the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Upper Canada, but that at the same time it would remain 
under the government of Ireland. This was rather an anomalous re- 
quest, to which Bro. McGillivray made a decided and prompt reply, 
pointing out that the lodge must sever all connection with Ireland if 
it desired to affiliate with the Canadian Grand Lodge, and in so doing 
recognize only one supreme authority in the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Upper Canada. Had our Craft rulers in Canada of thirty years 
later acted with the decision of R. W. Bro. McGillivray a great deal 
of heartburning in the jurisdiction would have been avoided. The de- 
tails of this correspondence are fully given in the history of Leinster 
lodge. It is not relevant to the history of the Provincial Lodge, only 
in so much as it was specially dealt with by R. W. Bro. McGillivray 
in his correspondence with the Provincial Grand Secretary. 

This closes all that can be obtained from the MSS. of the work 
for the year ending 1825. R. W. Bro. McGillivray had returned to 
Kngland in 1823 and had a personal interview with the M. W., the 
Grand Master, the Duke of Sussex, who had now taken a deep interest 
in Canadian Masonic affairs, with the results already shown. In 1825 
R. W. Bro. McGillivray again returned to Canada but on private 
business, but at the same time he had that of the Craft fully in his 
mind. This second visit was to him, as far as the Craft was concerned, 
disappointing. He had placed matters on a proper footing — one 
which should have assured permanence of organization and regularity 
and uniformity in procedure, but without the desired result. He felt 
so impressed with the inactivity of Bro. Fitzgibbon that in February 
of 1826 he determined to send a formal complaint to York, and laid 
down a line of conduct to which he decided to adhere if his advice 
were not heeded. In a postscript to a letter regarding matters con- 
nected with Leinster lodge, R. W. Bro. McGillivray writes to Bro. 
Dean, stating that he would leave again for England at the latest in 
ten days'' from February 4th, 1826, and writes further: 

'* I am much disappointed at having- no returns to carry with me, either 
of the new lodges, or the state of the old ones. I have on this subject sent a 
formal complaint to York, and if it does not produce some effect, I shall in 
all probability resign my office, for I will not hold an office in narne only, nor 
will I much longer wink at the utter neglect of all Masonic regularity, which 
has been suffered to prevail in the province in regard to returns to the Grand 
Lodge. The line must be drawn, and those who will not obey the law, must 
be marked and separated from those who do. or I have no choice but to 
separate myself from the whole concern. 

** Yours always, 

S. McGillivray.'" 

The condition of the Craft in 1825 may best be judged by a letter 
dated 20th Sept., written by V. W. Bro. Bernard Turquand to V W 
Bro. John Dean. 

The letter opens with an acknowledgment of moneys received and 
the announcement that R, W. Bro. Simon McGillivray had in his 
possession all the proceedings of the meetings of the Provincial body 
and that tie mtended " to select such parts as are necessary for publica' 
tion and have them printed in Montreal, together with a circular to 
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the subordinate lodges/' He also refers to the receipts of fees and 
dues from the lodges paid in the bills of the ' Pretended Bank of Upper 
Canada,' " and adds that between correspondence and making 
returns^ to England, not to say anything of dispensations, examina- 
tions, &c., my office is no sinecure, and I am almost under the neces- 
sity of furnishing a room in my house for this estabhshment, for which 
and past services the P. G. L. has presented me with £50 in remunera- 
tion up to this session, but no provision is yet made for the future, 
indeed the state of our funds would scarcely warrant the considera- 
tion." The important part of the letter, however, refers to the forma- 
tion of new lodges. Bro. Turquand writes: 

"Since our first formation the following lodges have joined us, viz.: 
Richmond Lodge of Vaughan, Richmond Lodge of Richmond. Friendly 
Brothers, now Aurora, of Cornwall, Harmony Lodge of Yonge, Temple 
Lodge, Bastard and Vittoria Lodge of Vittoria, and our lodges now stand as 
per enclosed list." 

" Several more have petitioned for warrants of constitution, and I am in 
hopes that the refractory brethren will soon be induced to enlist under our 
banners/' 

The Richmond lodge of Richmond was the lodge in the county of 
Carleton, and the refractory lodges referred to were those which did 
not come in at the re-organization of the Craft in September, jS>2. 
The lodges referred to in Bro. Turquand's list were twenty-seven in 
number, six of which had not yet received warrants. 

LIST OF LODGES UNDER OUR CONSTITUTION. 


Present 
No. 


I 

2 
3 
4 

Q 

6 

7 
8 

9 
10 
II 
12 
13 
34 
15 
16 

17 
18 

19 
20 

21 


Registry of 
England No. 


754 

755 
756 
757 
7^8 

759 
760 
761 

762 

7^3 
764 

765 
766 
767 
768 
769 

770 
771 
772 
773 
774 


Name. 


St. Andrew's . . , 

Dalhousie 

Sussex . . 

No name 

St. John's 

No name 

A ddington , . . . 

Union 

St. George's , . . 

Belleville 

St. John's, . . . 
King Hiram . . . 

Union 

Townsend 

St. George's . . . 

United 

Union 

Western Light . 
Prince Edward. 
Mt, Moriah 
True Britons'. . 


Where Held. 


York 

Niagara . . . . 

Brockville 

Niagara 

Kingston 

P'redericksburg .. . . 

Bath 

Grimsby 

York , . 

Belleville 

Haldimand 

Oxford on Thames 

Richmond 

1 ownsend . , 

St. Catharines . . . . 

Murray . . . . 

Ancaster 

King 

Hallowell 

Westminster 

Perth 


Old No. 


3 
4 

6 
13 
15 
16 

17 
IQ 
21 

25 
26 
27 


Joined since, for which no warrants have yet been obtained : 

Richmond ....... Vaughan. 

Richmond Richmond- 
Temple .Bastard. 

Vittoria . Vittoria. 

Harmony Yonge and Kitley» and 

Friendly Brothers, now Aurora, Cornwall. 


The year 1825 was also marked by earnest Masonic endeavour on 
the part of a majority of the subordinate lodges throughout the 
country. It is true that the once-active St, John's Royal Arch lodge at 
Vork (Toronto), dropped out of existence on the 33rd xA^pril, its mem- 
bership amalgamating with St. George's lodge, which adopted its num- 
ber, and which seems to have been a Hovirishing organization, as 
thirteen meetings were held, with five initiations and twenty-four 
members at the close of the year, and that True Britons' lodge, at 
Perth, hicherto an active body of workers, held but four meetings 
during the year. Commencing, however, with St. Andrew's lodge. 
No, I York (Toronto), which held eleven meetings, and increased its 
membership by two aflfiliations, the enthusiasm displayed in Craft 
work was commendable. Sussex lodge, No. 3, at Brockville, con- 
tinued the enterprise displayed on its resumption of work in the pre- 
vious year. The lodge met thirteen times, initiated two candidates, 
and admitted one member by affiliation. The enterprising spirit of 
the membership is indicated by the fact that at an extra meeting, call- 
ed for the 29th June, resolutions favouring the appointment of a Grand 
Visitor, and directing a correspondence on the subject to be opened 
with the lodges throughout the jurisdiction, were passed. The mem- 
bership of St. John's lodge, No. 5, at Kingston, was considerably 
increased this year, three candidates being initiated, and eleven joining 
the lodge by affiliation. The lodge met sixteen times in all. Adding- 
lon lodge. No. 7, at Bath, only met twice during the year, but, 
nevertheless, two candidates were initiated, and on December 2Jst it 
was resolved that if the general fund were sufficient arrears due the 
Provincial Grand Lodge shovild be transmitted without delay and 
returns made in due form. King Hiram lodge. No. 12, at IngersoU, 
held thirteen meetings during the year, initiated three candidates, and 
on Sept. 8th voted to be " represented at the Grand Lodge by a letter 
to be sent to our brethren of Motmt Moriah Lodge." Rideau lodge, 
No. 25, held fifteen meetings, but the minutes show nothing beyond 
routine work. A dispensation was issued to Lenity lodge, Whitby, on 
the 30th November, 1825, hut it did not commence operations until 
January of the following year. 


CHAPTER V. 

TiiE Second Provincial Grand Lodge in 18^6. — Its Proceedings. 

—Action by the Grand Lodge of England for the 
Government of Colonial Lodges. 

It is a matter of some difficulty to determine the extent of the 
work of the Craft during the years 1822-^6. There are no records in 
the official proceedings showing lodges to which Pro. Fitzgibbon had 
issued dispensations, and although the meetings of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge were held with regularity, the absence of the names of 
representatives, other than Grand Officers, and also the lists of lodges 
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represented, is a neglect that tells against any effort to give a con- 
tinuous account of Craft work. 

The lodges had not been as prompt in the payment of their arrears 
as covild have been expected, for in March of 1826 V. W. Bro. Tur- 
quand, P. G. S., wrote to those in arrears, with a request to return 
dispensations, and take up the warrants, which were in hand, from 
Kngland. Bro. Turquand writes : — 

Grand hecretary's Office, York, 

U. C, 22nd March. 1826. 

W. Sir and Brother, — 

As I expect to be shortly called upon for a general report of the state of 
the lodges in this province, I beg you will, by the first convenient opportunity, 
forward me your dispensation, with your original authority, and take up your 
warrant, which still remains in my hands. 

I have the honour to be, with fraternal regards, W. Sir, 

Your most obedient and faithful servant. 

B. Turquand, 

P. G. Secretary. 

The warrants referred to by Bro. Turquand were those originally 
issued under the authority of Kngland on the recommendation of R. 
W. Bro. Simon ]\IcGillivray. These warrants were dated 33rd Septem- 
ber, 1822. That all of these had not been taken up by the lodges was 
evident. At the same time the minutes of many of these lodges, which 
have been preserved, show that they were at work under the dispen- 
sations issued prior to the arrival of the warrants. The last warrant 
was issued by Kngland at this date to True Britons' lodge. No. 774. 
K. R., No. 21, P. R., and the next warrant issued was to Goderich 
Union lodge, at Goderich, Upper Canada, No. 720, K. R., No. 22, P. 
R., dated 6th June, 1843. The reason that this number is higher on 
the list than No. 754, K. R., No. i, P. R./' issued to St. Andrew's 
lodge, Toronto, is because No. 720 " was a warrant that had probably 
become dormant or vacant in Kngland and was so at the time the 
lodge at Goderich applied for one. It was No. 22, Provincial Register, 
the lodge at Perth being No. 2T. The following general summons was 
issued for the meeting at York: 

York, 8th July, 1826. 

CGeneral Summons) 

Worshipful Sir and Bro. 

The annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge will take place at York 
on Monday, the 31st inst., at which you will be pleased to have your lodge 
duly represented. 

By order of the R. W., the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 

B. Turquand. 

P. G. Sec'y- 

To the Worshipful Master of Union Lodge, No. 8, Grimsby. 

P.S. — You are likewise requested to settle all account?; and arrearages up 
to the 30th ultimo. 

By order, 

B. T. 

The postscript to this summons thoroughly identifies the notation 
of the lodges. It was addressed to No. 8 at Grimsby. This was old 
No- 15, a number that was apparently adhered to for years after the 
issue of the English warrant. 
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In the year 18-26 three meetings of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
were held, one at York — an emergency — on the 24th July, for the pur- 
pose of installing Bro. John Beikie, who had been appointed Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master in the place of R. W, Bro. Fitzgibbon, who 
had resigned. At this meeting R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon presided, as R. 
W. Bro. McGillivra}^ had returned to Kngland. 

The second meeting was held on the 31st July at York, and the 
third on the 7th August, as an adjournment of that of 31st July. There 
was also a meeting of the eastern division of the Provincial Lodge at 
Kin^gston on the 22nd August, an assembly called consequent on a 
new regulation enacted at the meeting at York on 31st July. 

At the meeting of 24th July, held in the Masonic hall. Market 
Lane, Toronto, called for the purpose of installing R. W. Bro. Beikie, 
there were 12 Grand officers present, as well as the W. M. and wardens 
of St. George's lodge, No. 9, a lodge warranted in York in April, 1825, 
as the successor of Royal Arch lodge. No. 9, formerly No. 16, war- 
ranted in 1800 by R. W. Bro. Jarvis, but which in 18:25 became dor- 
mant and merged into the new No. 9. This number is further proof 
of the correctness of the Provincial notation on the Knglish warrant 
issued in September, 1823. 

The meeting was formal in character, and the newly-elected Pro- 
vincial Grand Master gave a well-worded address of thanks, which 
showed interest in the work, and that the honour of the position was 
appreciated. The official minutes read: 

Under the authority of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free, and 
Accepted Masons of England, H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, K. C &c &c 
&€., M. W. G. M. 

Provincial Grand Lodge for the Province of Upper Canada, Simon Mc- 
GilHvray, Esq., W. Provincial G. M. 

At a meeting held at York, on Monday, the 24th July, A.D. 1826, A.L. 
5826. 

Present 

The R. W. James Fitzgibbon, Esq., P. D. P. G. M. as P. G. M. 

R. W. John Beikie, Esq., D. P. G. M. elect. 

Thomas Fitzgerald, Esq., as S. G. W. 

George Ridout, Esq., as J. G. W. 

V. W. Thomas G. Ridout, Esq., G. T. 

V. W. Bernard Turquand, Esq,, G. S'y- 

Hon. John H. Dunn, P. G. T. 

V. W. Hon. Thomas Ridout, G. K 

E. T. Billings, Esq., as S. G. D. 

Daniel Brooke, Esq., as J. G. D. 

James G. Chewett, Esq., G. Dr. Cer. 

Brother John Terry, G. S. B'r. 

And the W. M. and Wardens of St. George's Lodge, or No. 9. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge opened in due form, at half-past 7 o'clock, 
and proceeded to the instalment of the Deputy P. G. Master. 

The necessary authorities having been read, the R. W. Past D. Provincial 
G.^ Master, with the usual ceremonies, invested Brother John Beikie, R. W 
D'y ProvM Grand Master of Masons of Upper Canada, and presented him with 
the chair. 

The G. L. having gone through the proper Salutations, the R. W. D. P. G 
Master addressed the brethren as follows, viz. ; 

Brethren: — I rise for the purpose of returning thanks for the honour you 
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have just conferred upon me, to acknowledge myself highly gratified with your 
kind attention, and also to confess that 1 have been very much pleased with 
the becoming manner in which you have acquitted yourselves on the present 
occasion. 

To you, my brethren, who have been the companions of my former toils, 
and who have borne so conspicuous a part in the past ceremony, my thanks 
are in a particular manner justly due; the fraternal regard manifested by you 
on all occasions, towards me, has made such strong impressions upon my i 
mind, that the remembrance of your kindness can never be obliterated from my 
memory. 

To you, my Brother Fitzgibbon, Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master, my 
thanks are still more justly due, not only for having so ably presided at the 
ceremony of my installation, but also for the prompt and masterly assistance, 
you have so liberally afforded at all times, whether solicited by me or not, the 
commencement of which, I reckon from the first moment you discovered me 
to be a Mason. 

To you, my Brother Terry, and the Wardens of Saint George's Lodge, 
No. 9, I give my fraternal thanks for your ready attendance this day, by which 
you not only discharge your duty to the brethren of your own lodge, but you 
set a fair example to the Craft in general. 

The R. W. D. Provincial G. Master then gave part of the ceremony of rais- 
mg in the 3rd degree, for the instruction of the brethren. 

P, G. L. closed in due form at 9 o'clock. 

The annual meeting* was held at the Masonic hall in Market Lane 
in York on the 31st July, 1826. There were nine Provincial Grand 
Lodge Officers present as well as the representatives of lodges. Of 
these as well as of the lodges represented there is no list given in the 
official records. The Grand Officers present were all from Toronto 
lodges. 

The R. W. the Deputy Provincial Grand Master presented an ad- 
dress containing important suggestions. The difficulty in the past 
had been to secure proper regulation of all the lodges at the uieetings 
of the provincial body. So far the effort had been unsuccessful, and 
on the advice of R. W. Bro. McGillivray, the Deputy Provincial Grand 
M ister m ged that the Grand Lodge be divided for meeting purposes 
into an eastern and western division. The line of demarcation was 
the neck of land in Prince Kdward county separating the western 
extremity of the Bay of Quinte from Lake Ontario. This was the only 
recorr.mendation in the address of R. W. Bro. Beikie, and after the 
transaction of the routine business the Grand Lodge adjourned until 
the 2nd August. The official minutes read: 

At the annual meeting held at York, on Monday, the 31st July, A.D. 
1826, A.L. 5826. 

Present. 

"The R. W. John Beikie, Esq., D. P. G. M. as P. G. M. 

F. T. Billings, Esq,, as S. G. W. 
" George Ridout, Esq., as J. G. W. 
'"V. W. Thomas G. Ridout, Esq., G. TV. 
" V. W. Kon. Thomas Ridout, G. RV. 
"V. W. Bernard Turquand, Esq., G. Sec'y. 
" Daniel Brooke, Esq., as S. G. D. 

James G. Chewett, Esq,, as J. G. D. 

Brother John Terry, G. S. B. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Officers of several lodges. 
" P. G. L. opened in due form, at 7 p. rw., with the usual solemnities. 
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The R. W. D. P. G. M. was pleased to address the brethren as follows, 

viz; 

Brethren: — In consequence of the resignation of my Brother Fitzgib- 
bon, it has fallen to my lot to meet you on this occasion as the Representa- 
tive of our much beloved, and highly gifted, Provincial Grand Master, Simon 
McGillivray, Esquire, who is now in Old England, where he has been sud- 
denly called by the emergencies of his private affairs. His absence I regret 
exceedingly, not only on my own account, but also on yours, because I fear 
my endeavours, for want of sufficient practice, will not appear to any ad- 
vantage before you this day. 

" Since the closing of the Provincial Grand Lodge last year, it has been 
recommended to me to hold two Grand Lodges annually, one at York, and 
the other at Kingston. This advice met at once with my entire approbation, 
and in order the better to suit the convenience of the brethren in the East 
and West, the Carrying Place, at the Bay of Quinte, has been made the line 
of division. 

" The recommendation I have just alluded to will be found in the last 
clause but two, of tTiat inv^aluable document, which has been addressed by 
the Provincial Grand Master, * To all, and every, our Worshipful and loving 
Brethren, Rulers and Members of lodges in Upper Canada/ dated loth Octo- 
ber, 1825. This document will be read to you in due course, and were T free, 
and at will to choose, it should be read in all the lodges in British North 
America, and then recorded in letters of gold. 

** As I am not aware of anything worthy ot being submitted to your con- 
sideration, which has not been noticed by the Provincial Grand Master, I shall 
therefore content myself for the present with soliciting your fraternal aid and 
co-operation, in all matters which may tend to harmonize as well as increase 
the prosperity of our ancient and venerable Order, in this flourishing though 
infant colony. 

The minutes of proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge in 1825 were 
read. Also, 

The letter of R. W. Simon McGillivray, Esq., P. G. M,, dated the loth 
October last, 

" 1 he minutes of the last P. G. L. of the 24th inst. were read and con- 
firmed. 

'I'he following brethren were appointed a committee for auditing the 
treasurer's accounts, viz: — Bros. F, T. Billings, G. Ridout, J. G. Chewett, ol 
Lodge No. I, and Bro. T. Carfrae, of Lodge No. 9. 

P- G. L. was then adjourned until Wednesday next, the 2nd August, at 
7 p- m. And closed in due form at 10 o'clock." 

The meeting- of the ^4th July was preliminary to that of the :2nd 
of August, as it had been determined to audit the books of Grand 
Lodge and publish a statement as to the position of the finances. 
Therefore, on the 2nd Aug:ust the Provincial Grand Lodg-e met again 
in the Market Street Hall, with seven of the Grand Officers and the 
representatives of lodges. The meeting was practically an adjourn- 
ment of that of the 34th July. The business transacted was, however, 
of a more general character, and the address of R. W. Bro. McGillivray 
on the subject of a Masonic Asylum was taken into consideration. 
The opinion of Bro. McGillivray as expressed in his address com- 
manded the attention it deserved, and the brethren saw that under the 
experienced guidance of the R. W., the Provincial Grand Master, they 
were more likely to keep within the lines of Masonic procedure, and at 
the same time do nothing which wovild lessen in any respect the 
dij^nity of the Grand Lodge. The suggestion of R. W, Bro. Mc- 
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Gillivray relating to the projected provincial registry and the request 
to Kngland to remit a part of the fees was adopted and a committee 
appointed, after which the Provincial Grand Lodge adjourned. The 
following is the official report of the proceedings: 

Wednesday, the ;2nd of Aug^iist, 
In Provincial Grand Lodge re-assembled. 

Present. 

The R. W. John Beikie, Esq., D. P. G. M. as P. G. M. 
Geo. Ridout, Esq., as S. G. W. 
J. G. Chewett, Esq., as J. G. W. 
V. W, Hon. Thos. Ridout, G. R, 
V. W. Bernard Turquand, Esq., Grand Secretary 
Hon. Thos. Ridout, as S. G. D. 
Dan'l Brooke, Esq., as J. G. D. 
And the representatives of several lodges. 
P. G. L. opened in due form at 7 o'clock. 

The R. W. D. P. G. M. was pleased to direct the brethren to attend on 
Monday the 7th inst. at 7 p. m., for the purpose of receivnng the report of 
the committee for auditing the treasurer's accounts. 

The following resolutions were adopted unanimously, viz: 

Resolved, That this G. L. has heard with renewed pleasure and edifica- 
tion, the important and valuable communication from our esteemed and R. 
P. G. M. of the loth Oct. last, which has been so emphatically dwelt upon 
by his worthy and able representative in the chair of this G. L., the R. W. 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master. 

Resolved, That whilst this G. L. admits and still feels all the force of the 
philanthropic and amiable feelings which suggested the idea of instituting in 
this colony a Masonic Asylum, and by which it was, on the occasion of its 
last meeting, induced to support and recommend the same: it cannot but feel, 
at the same time, the full force of the able reasoning employed by the R. W. 
the P. G. M. with reference to the resolutions then passed, and in deference to 
his views of that important subject, this G. L. consents that the said resolu- 
tions be rescinded, as being, at least for the present, incompatible with the 
situation of the Craft in this infant province, and with the means at the dis- 
posal of this G. L. any measure for assisting which, by the solicitation of 
subscription — this G. L. agrees with its most worthy head in considering as un- 
called for and inexpedient. 

Resolved, That this G. L. recognizes with gratitude the ofifer made by 
the R, W. the P. G. M. of supporting a petition to the Most Worshipful his 
Royal Highness the Grand Master of England, for the purpose of supporting 
a Provincial Grand Registry for the remission of a portion of the registry 
fees due to the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of England. 

Resolved, That the following brethren be appointed a committee to pre- 
parelhe same and report it at the next meeting of this G. L., viz: — The 
V. W. G. R. the Hon. Thos. Ridout, V. W. G. D. C. Jarrtes G. Chewett, 
Esq., Brother Thomas Carfrae, of Lodge No. 9, and the V. W. G. Treasurer, 
Thos. G. Ridout, Esq. 

The R. W. D. P. G. M. was pleased to give part of the lecture in the ist 
degree, for the instruction of the brethren. 

P. G. L. closed in due form at 9 o'clock. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge again assembled on Monday, the 7th 
Ang-ust. At this meeting, which was probably an adjournment of the 
previous one, although no such action appears in the records, the 
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Grand officers were present and amongst these R. W. Bro. Pitzgibbon. 

The important matter to be considered at the communication was 
the report of the Grand Treasurer. R. W. Bro. McGiUivray was a 
large-hearted brother. When in England one of the lodges of which he 
was a member fell into debt, and without hesitation he drew a^heque 
for £ioo in order to settle the financial difficulty. So in Upper Canada. 
The province was suffering from financial depression and the brethren 
of the lodges felt the strain. But the organization of a Provincial 
Grand Lodge on a proper basis was a matter upon which Bro. Mc- 
GiUivray had set his heart, and for that purpose he advanced some 
hundreds of pounds for preliminary expenses between the years 
1822-5 and about one-half the sum advanced was still due him. The 
only other indebtedness was that for books of constitutions, copies of 
which at the present time are very rare. 

The funds in hand, however, enabled the Grand Lodge to repay 
Bro. McGillivray about one-half his indebtedness, and when the 
accounts were balanced there was only a deficit of £21. The registry 
lees of seven new lodges must have included many of the twenty-one 
warranted in 1823, for the only lodges organized since that date were 
No. 9 at York, the successor of No. 16, and Unity lodge at Whitby. 
The history of each of these will be found with those of this period. 

The Market Street hall, which had been built by No. 16, had now 
fallen into the hands of St. Andrew's lodge. No. i, and for the use of 
this hall the Grand Lodge paid £8. o. o. per year. The Grand Lodge 
regretted that it could not see its way to discharge the debt due Bro. 
McGillivray but hoped that another year would see the debt can- 
celled.'' These matters were dealt with in the report of the finance 
committee appointed at the previous meeting and were adopted by the 
Grand Lodge. This was the meeting for the appointment of officers. 
The elected office was that of Grand Treasurer, for which position 
Bro. Thos. G. Ridout had been selected. The remaining offices were 
all by appointment and were from the leading lodges. 

Monday, the 7th of August. 

In Provincial Grand Lodge re-assembled. 

Ppesknt. 

The R. W. John Beikie, Esq., D. P. G. M. as P. G. M 
James Fitzgibbon, Esq., P. D. P. G, M. 
Geo. Ridout, Esq., as S. G. W. 

V. W. Thomas G. Ridout, Esq., G. T. 
V. W- Hon. Thomas Ridout, G. R. 
V. W. Bernard Turquand, Esq., Grand Secretarv. 
F. T. Billings, Esq., as S. G. D 
Brother Thomas Carfrae, as J. G, D. 

P. G. L. opened in due form at 7 p. m. 

The report of the committee for auditing the treasurer's accounts was 
presented, read and adopted. 

REPORT. 

The committee being assembled, proceeded to the examination of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge accounts, and report as follows: — 
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DR. 

Balance due Simon McGillivray, Ksq,, R. W. P. G., Master, hav- 
ing been advanced by him ^152 7 5 

Balance due Brother Hugh C. Thomson, for printing Books of 

Constitutions 40 5 o 


£192 12 5 

CR. 

Amount of funds actually in the hands of the Provincial Grand 

Secretary , £ 71 10 7 

Probable average due the Provincial Grand Lodge for Registry 
fees, dues, etc., up to the 30th June last, as stated by the P. G. 
Secretary go o c 

Amount in hands of the Provincial Grand Treasurer o 18 7 

Amount in Kingston bills on hand 8 10 o 


£170 19 


Leaving the P. G. L. in arrears on the 30th June. 18^6 £ 21 13 3 

The committee, on this statement, finding only £170 19 2 available, reconi-. 
mend the following distribution to be made: — 

To Simon McGillivray, Ksq., R. W. P. G. M., in part payment 

of his claim, the sum of ...... , £ 75 o o 

The Registry fees of 7 new lodges and 5 guineas for a warrant 

of constitution for Unity Lodge of Whitby to be remitted. . 34 16 8 

To Brother B. Turquand, for his services as P. G. Secretary. ... 37 10 o 

To Brother McPhail, Tyier 8 o o 

Rent to St. Andrew's Lodge No. i, for one year 8 o o 

Leaving in the Provincial Grand Treasurer's hands, when col- 
lected, for contingencies of the Provincial G. L 13 12 6 


£170 T9 2 

The committee have to regret the impossibility of paying a further sum 
to the relinquishment of the R. W. the Provincial Grand Master's debt, but 
trust, having applied nearly half their funds, that another year will relieve the 
P. G. L. from their obHgation to see this debt cancelled. 

The committee anticipate that the books of the constitution already dis- 
posed of, when collected, will cancel Brother H. C. Thomson's claim. 

The Provincial Grand Secretary having informed the committee that 
£6 14s. remains of the sum at his disposal last year for contingencies, recom- 
mend his retaining the same for the like purpose for the present year. 

The committee have audited and passed the P. Grand Treasurer's accounts 
to the 30th June, 1826. 

The committee beg leave to submit for the consideration of the brethren, 
that all sums and balances belonging to the P. G. L. should be paid into the 
hands of the Provincial Grand Treasurer quarterly. 

The committee having observed that the Provincial Grand Lodge having 
been at the expense of £75, for printing the books of constitutions, deem it 
their duty to advise the Provincial Grand Secretary should make enquiries of 
the number of copies printed, and in what way they have been disposed of, 
in order that their obligation to Brother Thomson may be carried into effect. 

The committee have also to call the attention of the brethren to the sum 
of £8 10. which has been paid to the P. G. L. in Kingston bank bills, by »ome 
of the lodges, and recommend that the P. G. Secretary be directed to return 
the same, to be exchanged for their amount by the respective lodges from 
which they were received. 
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The committee, fully aware of the invaluable services of Brother B, Tur- 
quand, as Provincial Grand Secretary, and anxious that the wishes of the G. I^. 
expressed in a resolution of last year, should be as nearly as possible com- 
plied with, and taking into consideration the present state of its funds, recom- 
mend that £37 10 be appropriated for his services, leaving it to a further 
Grand Lodge to increase his salary, which the committee are of opinion 
should not be less than £50, all of which is submitted. 

Provincial Grand Lodge Room, 

August 7th, 1836. 
(Signed) T. Biinngs, 

Geo. Ridout, 

J. G. Chewett, 

Thomas Carfrae, Junior. 

Brother Thos. G. Ridout was duly elected as P. Grand Treasurer for the 
ensuing year. 

The R. W. D. P. G. M. was pleased to appoint the following brethren as 
ofificers of this P. G. L. for the ensuing year, to remain in office until the last 
meeting in 1827: — 

S. G. W., Stephen Yarwood, Esq. 

J. G. W., F. T. Billings, Esq. 

G. Chaplain, Rev. Robert Addison. 

G, Treasurer, Thos. G. Ridout, Esq., (elected.) 

G. Registrar, Hon. Thomas Ridout. 

G. Secretaries, Bern. Turquand, John Dean, Esq'rs. 

G. D. C., James G. Chewett, Esq. 

S. G, D., Alex. J. Ferns. 

J. G. D., Joseph K. Hartwell, Esq. 

G. Sd. B., John Moore. 

Grand Tyler, Peter McPhaiL 

The P. G. L. was then closed in due form. 

The system of holding meetings of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge at York and Kingston was commenced this year, the territory 
east of the Carrying Place being the eastern division and that to the 
west, the western division. The annual meeting of the Grand Lodge 
should have been held in the winter of 1826, but as it was inconvenient 
to hold it then a chatige was made to midsummer of that year. This 
was the meeting of August, 1826. R. W. Bro, Beikie in opening the 
meeting of the eastern division on the 22nd August at Kingston, gave 
an address, which explained the change. He was evidently intent on 
vigorous work, and showed a disposition to thoroughly compass the 
duties of his office. Pie paid a high tribute to R. W. Bro. McGillivray, 
and for himself alluded to the fact that he had been a member of the 
Craft for thirty years. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Second Provincial Grand Lodge at Kingston in 18:26. — 
The Annual Meeting of the Eastern Division. 

The appointment of R. W. Bro. Beikie as Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master gave more satisfaction to the workers in the Craft than 
any appointment except that of R. W. Bro. Simon McGiUivray as 
Provincial Grand Master. Bro. Beikie was a born ritualist. He had 
the exemplication of all the work at his fingers' ends and possessed 
enough ready knowledge of jurisprudence to suit the requirements of 
the times. In 1825 he had endeavored to hold a Provincial Grand 
Lodge at York, but finding that it could not be done/' he writes, on 
^4th October, 1826, to R. W. Bro. McGillivray, My installation did 
not take place until summer, and subsequently I have held an annual 
Grand Lodge at York and another at Kingston.'" Then Bro. Beikie 
alludes, in the same letter, to the indebtedness of the brethren to 
Bro. McGillivray. 

The annual meeting of the eastern division of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge was held on the 22nd August, having been called by the 
following summons: — 

(general summons.) 

Grand Secretary's Office, 

York, 19th July, 1826. 

Worshipful Sir and Brother: — 

The annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge will take place at 
Kingston on Tuesday, the 22nd August next, at which you will be pleased to 
have your lodge duly represented. 

By order of the R. W., 

The D. P. Grand Master. 

B. Turquand, 
P. G. Secretary. 

At this meeting there was a more general representation of the 
lodges than at the meetings in York. This may have been caused by 
the convenience of the time of year. It was a new order of pro- 
cedure, but no doubt regular from the fact that it was followed and 
that the minutes of the annual meeting at York were read at Kingston 
— not only read but considered and confirmed. 

A further novelty in procedure was that at this meeting of the 
eastern division resolutions proposed at the annual meeting in Septem- 
ber, 1825, were rescinded. The eastern division probably felt that it 
had power to deal with action taken at any meeting prior to the annual 
meeting in 1826, when the Provincial Grand Lodge was formed into 
two divisions. The resolutions rescinded were those which alluded 
to the Masonic asylum. 

At this meeting in Kingston the suggestion of Bro. McGillivray 
that no proposal referring to applications to England should be made 
without a year's notice, was passed. A fund was also created in the 
form of honor fees for appointed officers, and provided that all officers 
e^ccept the secretaries pay fees equal to one-fourth the amount contri- 
buted by officers in England on appointment. 
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The amount of business transacted at these meeting's of the 
provincial body did not all appear in the minutes. Had this been the 
case many points now difBcuIt to clear up would be ascertained. The 
minutes read: ^ 

At the annual meeting of the Kastern Division of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, held at Kingston, on Tuesday, the 22nd Aug,, A.D. i8a6, A.L. 5826. 

Prbsent. 

The R. W. John Beikie, Esq., D. P. G. M„ as P. G. M. 
Nath'l Coffin, Esq., as past D. P. G. M. 
Peter Schofield, Esq., as Senr. G. W. 
V. W. Adiel Sherwood, Esq., as Junr. G. W. 
Major Winniett, as G. R. 
V. W. Bern'd Turquand, Esq., G. S. 
W. Hugh C. Thomson, Esq., S. G 

A. J. Ferns, J. G. D. 
Joseph K. Hartwell, Esq., as G. D. C. 
Brother Dunham, as G. S. B. 
And the Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges. 

The Provincial Grand L^odge was opened in due form at noon with the 
usual solemnities. 

The R. W. the D. P. G. M. was pleased to address the brethren to the 
following effect: — 

Brethren: — The pleasure of meeting you here this day is what I had not 
the most distant idea of this time last year, otherwise having had it in my 
power I should have come better prepared to perform the duties incumbent 
upon me, in my present situation, as Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Those 
duties are now, in a great measure, new to me, yet, with your united and 
kind assistance, I hope to succeed in discharging them, not only to my own 
satisfaction but also to yours. 

T shall therefore proceed briefly to state, that soon after receiving my 
present appointment, my first care was to take into consideration several \ery 
important communications made to me, by the rulers of our different lodges, 
all of which have been duly answered, in their proper order. 

My next care was to convene a Grand Lodge for the express purpose of 
going through the ceremony of my installation; this was accordingly done, 
in due form, agreeably to ancient usage, and the instructions received from 
the Provincial Grand Master. 

I th en proceeded to hold the Annual Grand Lodge, which had been in- 
tended to be held during the winter at York, but that season having been 
found inconvenient, it could not be done, so I was obliged to relinquish the 
design, and make a summer meeting of it. The minutes of both those 
lodges will be read to you in due course. 

The proceedings of the Annual Grand Lodge will, no doubt, occupy a 
COT siderable portion of your time, which, at this season of the year, is so 
precious it ought not to be abused; I shall, therefore, only add that I am 
quite delighted to see so respectable and so numerous a meeting of my breth- 
ren on this occasion, at this place, where, before this happy day, although 
upwards of thirty years have passed away since I was made a Mason, I never 
had the honour to appear amongst you as such, nor should I, at this time, 
have had that honour, were it not for the good opinion entertained of me by 
our highly and universally respected Provincial Grand Master, Simon Mc- 
Gillivray, Esquire, at whose fiat I come, in the garb which now I wear 

The minutes and proceedings of the P. G. L. held at York on the ^ist 
July last past, with the several documents therein referred to, having been 
re-ricl and taken mto consideration, were unanimously confirmed. 
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The following resolutions were proposed and adopted: — 

Resolved, That the 4th resolution of the proceedings at the annual meet- 
ing of the P. G. L., held at York, on the 4th Sept., 1825, be rescinded. 

In reference to the latter part of the first paragraph sixth page of the 
letter from Simon McGillivray, Esq., R. W. P. G. M., it was unanimously 

Resolved, That no proposal for any application to the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master, or the Grand Lodge of England, shall hereafter be discussed 
at any meeting of this Provincial Grand Lodge, unless notice of the same 
shall have been given at the preceding meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and circulated to the different lodges throughout the province. 

Resolved, That each of the officers of the Grand Lodge of Upper Canada 
shall in future pay into the funds of the Grand Lodge, upon their appoint- 
ment, one-fourth of the amount exacted from the officers of the Grand Lodge 
of England — the secretaries excepted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be given to our esteemed 
and reverend brother, Wm. Smart, Past Grand Chaplain, for his zeal and 
ability while discharging the duties of Grand Chaplain, and for his fraternal 
solicitude manifested towards the Craft on all occasions. 

The business before the lodge having been disposed of, and the brethren 
present having been called upon in succession, by the R. W. D. P. G. M., to 
know if they had anything further to offer, and no additional matter being 
submitted, 

The P. G. L. was closed in due form and with the usual solemnities, at 
half-past 5 o'clock. 

John Dean, ( p ^ Secretaries. 
B. iurquand, \ 

R. W. Bro. McGillivray after the meeting of the Grand Lodge 
had evidently objected to the manner in which the printed proceedings 
were issued. He disHked the form of heading and also regretted the 
non-pubhcation of the financial statements of the Grand Lodge. In 
these halcyon days there was an office known as that of the Provincial 
Grand Architect. It was an appointed office in the hands of the Grand 
Master, Bro. Turquand had suggested Bro. James G. Chewett, a 
member of St. Andrew's lodge, for the position, and R. W. Bro. Mc- 
Gillivray had made the appointment. The idea of a Masonic Temple 
in York prevailed with Bro. Turquand, although he did not con- 
template its erection — even in the near future. The appointment of 
Bro. Beikie — a member of St. Andrew's lodge, at one time sheriff of 
York and a well known inhabitant — to the office of Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master had given satisfaction, he being ''possessed of qualities 
which must endear him to every Mason in the province." Bro. Tur- 
quand's letter reads: — 

York, U. C, i6th November, 1826. 

Sir: — 

From the tenor of the postcript in your favour of the nth ulto., I was 
led to conclude it was of no use to write, until the receipt of the printed 
proceedings, etc., etc., which, together with yours of the 30th, I now have 
the honour to acknowledge and have attended to the contents, agreeably 
to your desire. In all future occasions T shall take care to have a state- 
ment of our funds inserted, and as respects the heading, will follow the form 
you have been kind enough to dictate. My heading, I believe, was taken 
from the proceedings of our first P. G. Lodge. 

I trust you will pardon the liberty I took in mentioning my friend Chew- 
ett for the office of P. G. Arch't, when, by way of explanation, I beg to 
assure you it was solely under a supposition that the three additional jewels 
8a 
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were to be borne in our future meetings, not adverting to tfie necessity of 
such an appointment, as I fear it will be long ere we shall muster tuncis tor 
the erection of a hall, or any other Masonic building, and I am much pleasea 
with the office to which you have appointed him. 

Your letter, I hope, will stimulate our lodges to a more correct system 
of business. At present, they are very dilatory in transmitting their returns 
and answering communications. 

Bro. Beikie is not more elated with the appointment yon have been 
pleased to confer on him than he is gratified for so high a mark of distinc- 
tion, impressed, at the same time, with the importance and responsibility of 
his situation. In discharge of the incumbent duties, I trust he will meet with 
the support of our Past D. P. G. M., and pledge you to unite my most cor- 
dial exertions. We may congratulate ourselves in having such an one as our 
Deputy, he being possessed of qualities which must endear him to every 
Mason in the province. 

Be pleased to accept my thanks for your approbation of the resolution 
passed in my favour. At the same time, I cannot forbear expressing my fears 
Vr-.t our present contributions are not adequate to its discharge and would 
submit to your consideration whetlier in future it were not better for each 
ledge to contribute i.n annual sum for this purpose exclusively. 

Dear sir, 

Most respectfully yours, 

B. Turquand. 

Simon McGillivray, Esq., Montreal. 

In October, 18:26, Bra. Beikie wrote from York to R. W. Bro. 
McGillivray on several matters concerning which information had 
been asked by lodges. The first three paragraphs refer to the re-organi- 
zation of lodges, No. 2, at Niagara, No. 1 1 , at Haldimand, and No. 3, 
at Brockville, and will be found in the history of these lodges. The 
fourth and concluding paragraphs are given in full as concerning the 
Provincial Grand I^oclge and proposals to have two Grand Lodges in 
Upper Canada, a suggestion which was afterwards referred to in the 
McGillivray MSS. The letter of Bro. Beikie is dated York, 24th 
October, 1826/' and the paragraphs read: 

*' Agreeably to your instructions I endeavoured to hold a Grand Lodge 
at York during the Winter, but finding it could not be done, my Installation 
did not take place until Summer, and subsequently I have held an Annual 
Grand Lodge at York and another at Kingston. The Minutes of those three 
Lodges, No. 4, are herewith submitted, by which you will perceive the 
Brethren are very much inclined to discharge the debt they owe you, but to 
do so they want the means. I have delayed writing to you, in hopes that 
what has been voted so unanimously towards paying you, what you so justly 
deserve, would have been ere now collected, but all to no use, the Funds are 
now in the same state that they were in August, 

The Duties of my situation having been thus far conducted to the ut- 
most of my skill and knowledge, I trust that my exertions will meet with your 
approbation. When I took upon myself to act as your Deputy I felt that 
what I was about to enter into would, from my want of rank in society, inde- 
pendent of my want of means, be in a great measure the cause of Masonry 
falling off in this Province. This I but too plainly perceive, and without going 
into particulars shall only remark, that under these circumstances I am not 
inclined to continue in office another yean Therefore, be so kind as to ^re- 
lieve me from this troublesome and expensive Duty, which I am unable to 
support with my present means. 

Before I close this Letter, allow me to state that while I was at Kings- 
ton, there seemed to be a desire among the Brethren that instead of having 


HISTORY OF 


FRKKMASONRY 


IN CANADA. 


two Grand Lodges annirlly under the same Grand Master, it would be much 
better to have two Grand Masters, one for the Eastern Division of this Pro- 
vince and the other for the Western. This would effectually prevent any 
clashing in the -Proceedings, and from what I can learn would give general 
satisfaction, while at the same time such an arrangement would tend to pro- 
mote and facilitate the prosperity of the Craft in this infant and extensive 
Colony. 

A General Return of all the Lodges in Upper Canada has been promised 
to me by the Provincial Grand Secretary, which I was in Hopes would have 
been ready to accompany this Letter, but the Family of Brother Turquand 
having been visited with a great deal of sicknefs, has prevented its comple- 
tion/* 

One cannot refrain from remarking the absolute grasp that R. W. 
Bro. McGillivray possessed of the Craft situation in Canada from 
the da^^ that he first held the gavel as Provincial Grand Master of the 
province down to the day of his formal retirement. He not only read 
Bro. Beikie's letter in its official form, but was able so to speak to set 
the facts as given by that brother in their proper place, knowing, as 
he did accurately, the environment which surrounded the efforts ot 
the new Deputy Provincial Grand Master. He determined that a 
personal interview with the M. W., the Grand Master of England, 
would be most satisfactory, and with that view he visited Kensington 
Palace and delivered his views in writing to the Grand Master and 
discussed Masonic affairs in Canada. 

Bro. IVIcGillivray in his letter regretted that the regular returns 
and contributions from the Canadian Province were in arrears, which 
he lightl}^ attributed to the want of funds on the part of the lodges, 
but cMiticipated favorable results from the formation of the provincial 
registry. The distance between the lodges and the vast extent of the 
jurisdiction had suggested the idea of the itinerant system in reference 
to the meetings of the Provincial Grand Lodge, and all the difficulties 
which prevailed in the government of so extensive a Craft jurisdiction 
accounted for the inefficiency of the organization, the more especially 
as the larger part of the responsibility rested on the shoulders of the 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master. 

R. W. Bro. McGillivray was compelled to admit that the province 
was too large to be governed by one Provincial Grand Lod^e, and that 
he really had difficulty in selecting officers who would efficiently per- 
form the duties of the several offices. It was in this letter that the 
suggestion was made to divide the provincial body into two sections — 
the eastern and western — an arrangement which, as will be seen later, 
did not work effectively. Bro. McGillivray was careful to avoid the 
use of the term '* districts " in dealing with this division, for, as he 
pointed out, the Province of Upper Canada had already been divided 
temporarily into eleven districts, five in the east and six in the west, 
although this is not noted in the proceedings of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge. The entire tenor of R. W. Bro. McGillivray's letter was to 
make an effective arrangement, considerinq; that the difficulties 
encotmtered were such as no man could with confidence grapple with. 

It was to be noted that the energy of the Craft was far more pre- 
dominant in and amongst the officers of private lodg-es than amongst 
the leaders of the Craft. The fact was that while many desired to 
occupy positions through lack of means they were not able to give 
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sufficient time to the work. Moreover, in those early days the social 
grades were decided bv birth rather than merit and ability, con- 
sequently, the claims of' those who were skilled workers, not only in 
esoteric knowledge but also those who possessed some executive 
abiUty, did not have the opportunities which would have been theirs 
thirty years later. 

This letter of R. W. Bro. McGillivray is from the archives of the 
Grand Lodge at London. It is a valuable addition to the mass of 
correspondence, because it gives the original suggestion as to the 
division of the Craft government in Upper Canada. It reads: 

To His Royal Highnefs, The Duke of Sufsex, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, etc., etc., etc., etc. 

Sir: 

I have ventured to solicit the honor of this Audience of your Royal High- 
nefs, in order to submit to your Royal Highnefs a communication recently 
received from that extensive Masonic Province, which your Royal Highnefs 
has been pleased to place under my superintendence as its Provincial Grand 
Master. 

This communication consists of a letter from my present Deputy in that 
Piovince, Brother John Beikie, transmitting certain correspondence therein 
referred to, and the minutes of two meetings of the Provincial Grand t^odge 
held under his direction, at York, on the 24th of July, and at Kingston on 
the 22nd of August, 1826. 

It is not needful that I should enter into any detail in regard to these 
minutes, as they contain sufficient explanations on all the subjects to which 
they relate; It affords me, however, great satisfaction to be enabled to point 
out to your Royal Highnefs the promptitude and good feeling with which 
the observations and suggestions contained in my circular letter of the loth 
of October, 1825, have been adopted and acted upon in the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, both in rescinding the proceedings objected to, and in enacting the 
precautionary regulations suggested in that letter, and which have since ob- 
tained your Royal Highnefs's approbation. 

It will afford me in return very high gratification to announce to the* 
Brethren in that remote Province the kind and gracious attention with which 
your Royal Highnefs has been pleased to receive my representations on their 
behalf, and the fraternal consideration which under your Royal Highncfs*s 
auspices the Grand Lodge has bestowed upon my suggestions and propositions 
for their benefit, thereby anticipating and rendering vmnecefsary the Petitions 
of which I had offered to support the Prayer on their behalf, and evincing to 
them in the most conclusive and satisfactory manner the benefits arising 
from a temperate and submifsive confidence in that attention to the just re- 
presentations of any of the Craft, however remote, or however humble their 
station may be, which has on every occasion characterized the conduct of 
your Royal Highnefs, and which is so congenial to the true principles of 
Masonry. 

It is a subject of some disappointment to me that in regard to the trans- 
mifsion of regular returns and due contributions to the Grand Lodge, the 
Lodges in LFpper Canada are still so much in arrear. It sufficiently appears 
from their minutes, and I fully believe it to be the fact, that this has arisen 
more from poverty than from neglect, and in respect to their financial ar- 
ran.tjcments. and the regularity of their future proceedings in regard to re- 
turns and contributioriF, I anticipated the best pofsible effects from the late 
resolutions of the Grand Lodge, remitting a part of the Registering fees and 
estabhshmg a fund for a system of Provincial Registry. 

One of the Measures recommended in my circular letter already referred 
to, and to which your Royal Highnefs will perceive due attention has been 
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paid, was, that meetings of the Provincial Grand Lodge should be held in 
different parts of the Province, in order to afford to a greater number of the 
Brethren the opportunity of attending, and the benefit of receiving informa- 
tion and instruction. The fitnefs of this measure will, I trust, be evident to 
your Royal Highnefs, when I mention the extent of the Province of Upper 
Canada, the thinnefs of its Population, scattered along a frontier of near 
Six Hundred miles in length, and the fact that the distance from Cornwall to 
Amherstburgh, where two Lodges, the most remote from each other, are 
established, is upwards of Five Hundred miles. The difficulty of maintaining 
under such circumstances the regular communication and due superintendence 
so conducive to the extension of the benefits of Masonry, will I trust be ad- 
mitted as some excuse for any appearance of inefficiency in the organization 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge. The measure of holding meetings in differ- 
ent parts of the Province at different times is the best which I have vet been 
enabled to devise: but it is not quite sufficient to effect the desired object, 
and it is represented as onerous and expensive to the Provincial Grand 
Officers, more especiall3'' to that officer upon whom in my own absence the 
chief responsibility devolves. 

I trust your Royal Highnefs wiil acquit me of any wish to overstate the 
labour and the attention required to regulate the Masonic concerns of that 
extensive Province, and I am induced now to allude to that circumstance 
chiefly in consequence of the difficulty which I have experienced, ^^nd which I 
now again experience in retaining the services of an efficient deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, and the consequent suggestion which I shall now ven- 
ture to submit to your Royal Highnefs. 

The depressed and neglected state in which I originally found Masonry 
in the Province of Upper Canada is already known to your Royal Highnefs, 
as well as the gratifying circumstance that since that period many individuals 
of rank and consideration in society have been added to the list of our fra- 
ternity; but it is not amongst these recent acquisitions to our order that 
Provincial Grand Officers can yet be sought, still lefs can young Masons be 
considered qualified to be appointed Deputy Provincial Grand Masters, al- 
though amongst these young Masons there are some who with adequate zeal 
and competent experience, would be well qualified for even the higher office 
of my succefsor in the chair of Provincial Grand Master. But I have been 
hitherto much restricted in my choice by the difficulty of finding sufficient ex- 
perience and zeal combined with siirficient command of time to enable Brethren 
to undertake the office, and I have not found anyone so qualified, who after 
feeling the responsibility of the office, has been willing to retain it. 

The truth is, the Province is too large for the Superintendence of one 
Provincial Grand Lodge, and the increased duty which I have laid upon the 
Provincial Grand Officers, by recommending meetings in different parts of 
the Province, has increased the difficulty of finding Brethren to perform the 
same, although all acknowledge the benefits arising to Masonry from the 
measure, and the suggestion which I am now to submit to your Royal High- 
nefs as a further extension of that measure, is one which has been seriously 
considered and is highly approved by several of the most intelligent and 
judicious Masons in the Province, although for obvious reasons it has not 
been publickly propounded. 

This suggestion is that the Province should be divided into two sections, 
the Kastern and the Western, and two Provincial Grand Lodges constituted, 
one at York and the other at Kingston. This would obviate one great diffi- 
culty, which I have had in the selection of Provincial Grand Officers, because 
in order to act impartially, I was obliged to appoint Brethren from Lodges 
in different parts of the Province, and then bffnging These officers together 
at any one point was necefsarily to put some of them to considerable incon- 
venience, unlefs indeed, as must sometimes happen, the duty should be 
neglected. There would thus also be a permanent resident authority in each 
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of the two great sections of the Province, and the means of commumcaimK 
with and regulating the proceedings of the Lodges would be greatly facih- 
tated, without putting the Provincial Grand Officers to the inconvenience 
which they have hitherto been subjected to; in short, I am persuaded the 
effects of the measure would in every respect be beneficial, and the chief dim- 
cultv would be to find the proper instruments, through whose means it could 
be carried into operation. 

The first difficulty would be to find fit persons to be appointed Provincial 
Grand Masters for the new Divisions or Sections of the Province of Upper 
Canada. (I avoid the term Districts because the Province is territorially 
divided into eleven Districts, each containing several counties, and tiie term 
Districts, if used in Masonry, might, therefore, give rise to misconception.) 
For my own part I have already, by the favor and confidence of your Royal 
Highnefs, attained Masonic honours and ottices Deyona my 

utmost ambition, and I have no wish to retain the onerous and deeply respon- 
sible office with which I am invested for one day longer than it shall be con- 
sidered beneficial to the Interests of Masonry in the Province. Therefore, if I 
knew competent and eligible succefsors, I would gladly see such appointed for 
either section, or for both of those into which I have suggested that the Pro- 
vince should be divided. But on the other hand, while it is your Royal High- 
nefs's opinion that I can render any beneficial services to Masonry, any duty 
commanded by your Royal Highnefs shall be most cheerfully performed to 
the best of my humble abilities; and I only mean that no personal consideration 
of mine, or of any office that I may hold, should interfere with any arrange- 
ment that may be for the benefit of the fraternity at large. I have the satis- 
faction, however, to be afsured that it is really the unanimous wish of the 
Brethren in the Province that I should continue to be the organ of conveying 
their communications to your Royal Highnefs, and to the Grand Lodge; and 
as I can without affectation refer to the services which I have rendered them, 
so I trust I may without vanity exprefs my belief that I can yet render them 
further good service. Therefore, as one means of combining the gratification 
of their wish, that I should still for some time retain the Masonic superin- 
tendence of the Province, with my own decided opinion that a division of the 
Province into two sections would be beneficial, I am induced as a temporary 
measure, and with the greatest pofsible deference, to suggest to your Royal 
Highnefs, whether retaining during your Royal pleasure my present appoint- 
ment of Provincial Grand Master for Upper Canada, I might be authorized to 
appoint Two Deputies and other Provincial officers, and to constitute two 
Provincial Grand Lodges, for the two great sections or Divisions of that 
Province, that for the Western Division containing six Districts, to be held at 
York, and that for the Eastern Division, containing Five Districts, to be held 
at Kingston, thus preserving for the present the superior authority which the 
Brethren in the Province have for some years been accustomed to obey, and 
providing for the future permanent division of the Province, without exciting 
any feeling of jealousy or rivalry between the two proposed provincial Grand 
Lodges. 

I trust your Royal Highnefs will give me credit for the sincerity of my 
declaration that it is only from zeal in the cause of Masonry that I am induced 
thus to suggest an arrangement, which, if approved by your Royal Highnefs, 
will cause a great deal of additional trouble to myself. It has been my anxious 
wish to regulate according to the laws of the Grand Lodge the Masonic con- 
cerns of the extensive Province entrusted to my superintendence, and however 
imperfectly I may have succeeded in that object, yet I can with truth afsure 
your Royal Highnefs that no exertion on my own part has been spared for its 
accomplishment. I would not willingly complain of my afsistants in this duty. 
They were the best men I could find, and although they have not on all 
occasions equalled my expectation, yet I believe they have been desirous to 
perform their respective duties to the best of their abilities. It has been incon- 
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venient to some of them to attend to these duties in the manner which circum- 
stances required. I have on several occasions even resorted to the argument 
of intimating to them, that unlefs more attention was paid to these duties, I 
should be utider the necefsity of separating myself from them entirely, by ten- 
dering to your Royal Highnefs my resignation of the charge entrusted to me, 
and it is chiefly because I think that the performance of the requisite duties, 
by all other persons in the Province except myself, will be facilitated by the 
arrangement now suggested that I humbly venture to submit the same for 
your Royal Highnefs's consideration. 

I am, with deep respect and unfeigned attachment to your Royal person. 
Most Worshipful Grand Master, 
Your Royal Highnefs's 

most devoted and obedient servant 

and faithful Brother in Masonry. 

Simon McGillivray. 

delivered at Kensington Palace. 

The communication to the M. W. G. M. of Kngland is undated, 
but as it refers to the meetings of the Provincial Grand i^odge in 
August of 1826 at Kingston, and as notification of this meeting would 
probably not reach Kngland until October, the communication must 
have been written by Bro. McGillivray either in October or November 
— not unlikely October, as he was most prompt in acknowledging 
correspondence and attending to the business of the Canadian Craft. 

The letter is marked '* delivered at Kensington Palace,'' and as 
R. W. Bro. McGillivray was intimate with the Duke of Sussex, the 
audience was, no doubt, held on the presentation of the letter; very 
probably an appointment had been made by the Duke. 

It may be stated that R. W. Bro. McGillivray in his bachelor days 
had his residence in the city of London, in fact, he was one of the last 
of the city merchants to give up residential quarters in the neighbor- 
hood of the Royal Kxchange. On more than one occasion the Duke, 
so the writer was informed by the late Mrs. Dawkins, wife of the 
admiral and daughter of Bro. McGillivray, paid a visit to the bachelor 
quarters of his friend in London. Mrs. Dawkins had heard her father 
allude to the circumstances in talking of the early days of his bachelor 
life. 

R. W. Bro. McGillivray alludes in the third paragraph of his 
letter to a circular letter, issued by him on October loth, 1825. This 
letter, which is given in full in the proceedings of 1825, dealt with — 

1st. An explanation for absence by Bro. McGillivray, and regret 
at not being able to meet the Provincial Grand Lodgre of the 12th 
September. 

2nd. A proposal to establish a Masonic asylum for the education 
of children in Upper Canada, and to send an agent to Engfland to 
collect funds for its establishment. To the entire scheme Bro. Mc- 
Gillivray objected. He thought that any attempt on the part of the 
Craft to introduce a separate system of education would be unwise. 
Such schools might be looked upon as rivals to the Government 
system, and from a financial point it could not be entertained. 

3rd, The Provincial Grand Lodge had passed a resolution to 
petition the M. W. G. M. of England to remit the fees payable for 
registration in the Grand Lodge books at London. He pointed out 
that the entire sum paid so far had been about £too, that those who 
paid the initiation fee of three guineas could well afford to pay the 
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e>tra 10/6 for registration; that registration entitled them to parti- 
cipate in the general charity funds of the Craft, while at the same 
time they were not called upon to contribute to it. He stated that he 
could not support their petition, but suggested the formation of a 
provincial registry, and he would support a partial remission oi the 
registration fees to meet the expenses of this registration. He stated 
that he would delay forwarding the petition until the matter was re- 
discussed by the P. G. L., and advised that no matter of importance 
should be discussed by the provincial body without notice griven at a 
previous meeting. 

4th. He approved of the appointment of a Grand Visitor, but 
with limited powers, and also of the establishment of a fund for bene- 
volence in the province. 

5th. He recommended the holding of one meeting: of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge at Kingston, and one at York in each year, and 
stated that he had recommended to the M. W. G. M. of Kngland a 
change with regard to the death or registration of a Provincial Grand 
Master interfering with the continuance of the P. G. L., and that in 
the event of such an occurrence matters would be so arranered that no 
lapse in the work of the provincial body would ensue. 

The above synopsis of the circular letter of loth October will aid 
in an understanding of the communication to the Duke of Sussex 
quoted in this chapter. 

This letter, like all others written by Bro. McGillivray, was com- 
prehensive and explicit, and while his suggestions were eminently per- 
tinent in the days of 1826, events in the Masonic life of later years, the 
increase of population, the rapid means of communication by water and 
by rail, showed that the suggestions, if carried out, would aflford only 
a temporary measure of reHef. 

This report closes the correspondence and work of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge for 1826. 

In this year the first signs of the waning of the good effects of the 
McGillivray reorganization became visible, for before its close three of 
the principal lodges of the jurisdiction had become dormant, viz.: St. 
Andrew's, No. i ; St. John's, No. 11, and Rideau lodge. No, 25, Burritt's 
Rapids. Some of the remaining lodges met regularly, and accom- 
plished a fair amount of work. In the eastern section of the jurisclic- 
tion Sussex lodge, No. 3, at Brockville, kept the Craft fires burning 
brightly, for they not only met fifteen times, initiated two candidates 
and were represented at the annual meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, but on the 7th June they resolved to engage Bro. Abraham 
Kmgsley to deHver lectures that the Craft knowledge of the brethren 
might be improved. St. John's lodge. No. 5, at Kingston, displayed 
even greater enthusiasm than the Brockville brethren, for they met 
fifteen times, and for a record of work had six initiations and' eight 
affiliations. Addington lodge. No. 7, at Bath, as vet showed no 
symptoms of decay, for their records contain the minutes of eleven 
meetings during the year, with two initiations. While the leading 
lodge at York became dormant in this year, St. George's, No 0 of 
the same place, displayed remarkable activity. Twenty-three meet- 
ings were held during the year, and the membership was increased 
by twjD initiations and one affiliation. During the vear the lodge was 
visited officially by the D. P. G. M. and twice by resolution the returns 
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were directed to be made to the Provincial Grand Lodge. The re- 
turns of lodge No. lo, at Belleville, were sent to W. Bro. John Dean, 
with a request for all necessary information and the amount due to the 
Provincial Grand Lodge, if any, but there is no trace of its work, 
while St. John's lodge, No, ii, at Haldimand, met but four times, 
holding one meeting, of which the minutes are undated, after the 9th 
March, and then remaining dormant until February 19th, 1844. King 
Hiram lodge. No. 12, Ingersoll, held twelve meetings and initiated 
one candidate, and True Britons' lodge, No. :2i, at Perth, met ten 
times and admitted four to its fellowship by initiation. The only 
other lodge which met with any degree of regularity was Unity lodge 
at Whitby, which met eleven times and initiated two candidates, a very 
good showing for its first year's work. Rideau lodge. No. 25, at Bur- 
ritt's Rapids, held nine meetings in this year, at the last of which, held 
on the 20th December, officers for the ensuing year were elected, but, 
as already stated, this lodge became dormant in this year. It re- 
mained in that condition until 6th March, 1840. 


CHAPTER VII. 

The Case of William Morgan. — The Story of His Fate. — Some 

Leaves of Unpublished History. 

The story of WilHam Morgan, even if time has measured many 
years since the incidents therein related, may not be uninteresting to 
the reader of modern days. 

i hose in the prime of Hfe, who even long after the event of seven- 
ty-one years ago could recount many of the stories collected with 
reference to Morgan and his fate, have passed to the unknown shore, 
and but few indeed of their descendants, those who in the eventful 
days of 1827-30 had just reached the milestone of manhood, are now 
to the fore. 

The volumes which have been written, the pamphlets circulated 
and the newspaper space given to the story of this historic character 
differ materially. On the one hand page upon page has been devoted 
to the proof that Morgan passed from earth by unlawful means, while 
on the other, protest is made with equal vigor that this central figure 
in the politics of the period resignedly bowed to the will of others 
and willingly allowed himself to be deported to lands unknown, and 
from which he never returned. 

And yet the true story of his fate has never been recorded- The 
Craft writers who have given volumes to the Morgan trouble are iden- 
tified in their work with a vigorous defence of the fraternity of Ma- 
sons, assuming that the membership, if not responsible, was at least 
considered so, by the world which stood outside the tyled door. 
While but few, if any, who have touched pen to paper in defence of the 
Craft, have stood on the ground that an honorable fraternity could 
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by any method of reasoning* be held responsible for the acts of men, 
who on their own responsibihty had a set purpose in vie\y, when they 
wilfully and without suggestion pursued a course which for years 
brought dishonor on a society, whose objects were far removed from 
the act perpetrated, as is alleged, within sight of the banks of the 
Niagara river in September of 1826. 

The fraternity of Masons, as a body, had neither hand nor part 
in the transaction which, as the story goes, sent the ill-fated Morgan 
to another world, and the membership as a whole had no right to be 
charged with the misdeeds of a few misguided men, wdio with an en- 
thusiasm worthy of an honorable cause, were deliberate actors in a 
scene which by every law-abiding citizen on the continent must be 
judged as infamous and reprehensible. Whatever respect may have 
been paid in the past to those who on the strength of the evidence 
submitted at the various trials in connection with the Morgan event, 
satisfactorily to themselves at any rate, proved a discharge for those 
concerned, no man in the light of to-day believes even a tithe of the 
evidence presented as to the removal of Morgan to Canada. Many 
on this side of the Niagara river, accepting the traditional narrative, 
entertain but the one view, viz.: that Morgan, after his last drive 
along the Ridge Road down to Fort Niagara, was under close re- 
straint, and within a few hours of his arrival in the old magazine on 
the north side of the fort yard lost his life at the hand of his abduc- 
tors. The stories told of his deportation to Canada, a situation on 
a farm and subsequent sailing for a foreign country, are regarded as 
pure coinings of the imagination, made wdth the purpose of endeav- 
oring to free a great fraternity of a crime wrongfully charged to their 
account, and for which a few blind enthusiasts were directly and solely 
responsible. 

Many oaths make not the truth, and the simple vow of old 
Samuel Chubbuck, given as it was, a short time before his death, is 
worth more than the manufactvired mirage of words which have been 
retailed to posterity for the past seventy years concerning a man, who 
though possibly a recreant to his trust, for it has never been proved 
that he was initiated into Masonry, may not have been without a 
single virtue, and who could scarcely have been the ill-faced character 
which his biographers have painted him. 

But all the participants in the scenes of 1826 and its surroundings 
have passed away. None who had reached man's estate in the third 
decade of this century live to recall and recount the memories, which 
revolutionized American politics from 1827 until 1836. All have 
journeyed over the river and verily see eye to eye and their kindred 
have followed in the throng. Therefore the events of the period are so 
far removed from the arena of discussion that no harm can follow if 
the story of Morgan, as told by those who are gone, be told now^ 

The reader need not be wearied with the details of Morgan's life 
nor of the events surrounding^ his abduction. The facts concerning 
his conduct towards the Craft, the trials and tribulations of nil who 
were concerned or who were supposed to have been concerned in the 
unfortunate affair have been given in almost every form and style of 
print, so that repetition would be but useless. 

Still, to give a connected narration, one must briefly outline the 
incidents as they are said to have occurred, before leading up to the 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


123 


Story as told by one who was, as he stated, a principal, and saw all that 
remained of the recreant brother when the swift waters of the river 
opened and then hid him forever from view. 

William Morgan was born, it is said, on the 7th August, 1774, 
in Culpepper county, Virginia, and served his time as an apprentice 
in stone cutting with one Joseph Day, a cousin of his own, at Hap 
Hazard Mills, in Madison county, Va. The grandmother of Mr. Day 
and the father of William Morgan were brother and sister. In 1795 
Morgan worked as a stonemason near Lexington, Kentucky, and 
afterwards returned to Virginia. He was employed at the building 
of the Orange county court house and then moved to Richmond, Va. 
He came to Canada about i830-:2i, and resided for a few weeks in 
Toronto, then York, and afterwards secured employment on the Hum- 
berstone farm on Yonge street, the main roadway leading from the 
north to the city, five miles from town, near what was known as the 
old covered toll gate.'" He left this employment and for a short time 
worked in the Doel brewery on the north-west corner of Bay and Ade- 
laide streets, after which he returned to the United States about 1822. 
Bro. Humberstone of Yonge street, a member of York lodge. No. 
156, a highly esteemed citizen, states that his father knew Morgan and 
employed him on the farm, and that old neighbours of the period well 
remembered the man's face and figure, and often, after the events of 
1826, recounted the fact that Morgan had worked on Yonge street." 

When Morgan removed from Canada he located in Rochester, 
N. Y., and in 1823 was in that city working at his trade as a stone- 
mason. He was engaged by a man named Warren, who was a mem- 
ber of the Craft. Morgan left Rochester and moved to Batavia, N. 
Y., and, through the influence of Warren, whose confidence he had 
w^on, he succeeded in visiting Wells lodge. No. 282, Batavia, stating 
that he had been made a Mason in Canada. The examination was 
probably of an indifferent character. Morgan was never a member 
of a Canadian lodge. His name cannot be found in any of the lodge 
records of York (Toronto) from 181 7 until 1822. He was not known 
as a Mason when he lived on Yonge street. Had he been a member 
of the Craft at the time he worked on the Humberstofie farm, he could 
readily have made himself known, for in the early days the farmers 
on Yonge street between York and the five-mile toll gate were nearly 
all Masons. 

There is no genuine portrait of Morgan in existence. Those who 
remembered him stated that he was about five feet, six inches in 
height, squarely built and of dark complexion. His appearance was 
not unprepossessing, but his general manner did not inspire confidence. 
He claimed to have fought in the war of 1812, but his name has never 
been found on any army roll. He was fairly read, had a general 
knowledge above his fellows, was inclined to drink, it is said, even 
to excess, and did not possess an enviable disposition. He had little 
care for home and neglected his wife and children. Morgan so suc- 
cessfully imposed upon the Companions of the Royal Arch chapter at 
Le Roy, N. Y., the fact that he had been regularly made a Mason, 
that on the 31st May, 1825, he was admitted to the Royal Arch de- 
gree. The Companions do not seem to have made a very careful ex- 
amination of his qualifications prior to receiving him into the chap- 
ter. When it was proposed to establish a chapter in Batavia, N. Y., 
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the petition to the Grand Chapter contained Morgan's name, but ob- 
jection being- raised, owing to his dissolute character, a new petition 
was prepared, without his signature, so that Morgan did not become 
a member of the new chapter. This offended him sorely and induced 
him to enter into a contract with David C. Miller, of Batavia, to 
publish the so-called Illustrations of Masonry." 

Miller had been initiated at Albany, but on account of dissipation 
and infidelity had been precluded from further degrees. The^ design 
was stimulated by Thurlow Weed and other prominent politicians, 
-who thought to ride into power on the anti-Masonic political crusade. 
Its inglorious failure is too well known for recapitulation. 

Morgan, it is believed, furnished the material for the work, while 
Miller, who was a man of talent and ability, compiled and re-wrote it 
after Morgan's disappearance. The book was copyrighted in the 
name of William Morgan, to be published by D. C. Miller. The firm 
was poor, and one Daniel Johns offered to invest in the speculation 
and did put in $40, but becoming dissatisfied, withdrew, losing that 
amount. 

Thurlow Weed declared that it was this Johns who first suggested 
the suppression of Morgan's intended exposure, and, to this end, that 
he be placed on a farm in Canada West. 

" For this purpose he was taken to Niagara and placed in the magazine of 
the fort until arrangements for settling him in Canada were completed, but the 
Canadian Masons disappointed the American brethren." 

Weed's statement, made under oath in 188:2, then sets forth that 
Morgan was taken to the boat, rowed out to the mouth of the river 
and there thrown overboard by CoL Wm. King, John Whitney, of 
Rochester, Henry Howard, of Buffalo, Samuel M. Chubbuck, of Lew- 
iston, and Geo. Garside, of Canada. 

The contract with Miller was entered into by Morgan in March, 
182:6. In July he was incarcerated for debt due Nathan FoUett, and 
in August went through a similar experience. Finally, on the nth 
September, 1826, he was arrested at Batavia for petit larceny and 
taken to Canandaigua. 

On October 4th, 1826, the papers of Batavia published a card 
of which the following is an extract : — 

On the nth day of September William Morgan, a natifve of Virginia, 
who had for about three years past resided in this village, was, under pretext 
of a justice's warrant, hurried from his home and family and carried to 
Canandaigua. The same night he was examined on a charge of petit larceny 
and discharged by the justice. One of the persons who took him away 
immediately obtained a warrant against him in a civil suit for an alleged debt 
of two dollars on which he was committed to the jail of Ontario County. On 
the night of September 12th he was released by a person pretending to be his 
friend, but directly in front of the jail, notwithstanding his cries of * murder.' 
he was gagged and secured and put into a carriage, and, after driving all 
night, he was left at Hanford's Landing, about sunrise on the 13th, since which 
he has not been heard of." 

It was currently reported that Morgan was traced to Fort Niag- 
ara and that there he was bound, weighted with iron and sunk into the 
river. Every foot of its bed to the edge of the delta was dragged and 
swept. Even the lake itself was dragged during the summer months 
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Fort Mississaugua, Niagara, from a Pencil Sketch. 



Fort Niagara, N. Y., from Newark, showing the Fort as it was 

1814-30. 



Olo Jail and Court House, Niagara, Built 1817, at one Time 

OFFERED TO THE GrAND LoDGE OF CaNADA FOR A 

Masonic Home. 
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but no body was found. On October 7th, 1827, however, a dead body 
was discovered on the bar of Oak Orchard harbor, forty miles east of 
Fort Niagara, and the anti-Masonic movement, already in disrepute, 
was galvanized into new life by the announcement that Morgan's 
body had been found at last. The body was in a condition of putre- 
faction. The two men who discovered it, and who were well ac- 
quainted with William Morgan, testified that it was not his. The 
body was buried, but was disinterred on October 13th, by Thurlow 
Weed, the partners of the pubhcation firm and others, and arrange- 
ments adopted to show that it was the body of Morgan. Evidence 
was given to this end and a coroner's jury so declared. But the evi- 
dence was not at all conclusive, as will be seen from the following : — 

In the Canada papers, of last September and early part of October, a 
notice had been inserted to the effect that on the 24th of September, 1827^ one 
Timothy iNIunro, of the township of Clark, District of Newcastle, Upper 
Canada, had left that place in a boat for Newark, (or Fort George) on the 
American shore, and, returning was upset and drowned. All persons were 
requested to give intelligence of the discovery of the body." 

When the accounts of the proceedings over the remains found at 
Oak Orchard were published it was thought that the bcWy might be 
that of the Canadian. Mrs. Alunro, widow of Timothy, accompanied 
by her son, came over and completely and fully identified the cloth- 
ing, which had been carefulh' preserved, before it was shown to her. 
A third inquest was held and the jur^- declared that the body was that 
of Timothy Munro, ten witnesses so swearing. 

It only remains to be shown what was the agency of Masonry 
in the disappearance of William Morgan and what, according to state- 
ment?; referred to, was really done with him. 

On Sunday evening, September loth, 1826, a company of six 
persons came to Batavia, armed with a regularly issued warrant for 
the arrest of William Morgan on a charge of petit larceny preferred 
by a man in Catiandaigua. The lawlessness of the citizens of Batavia 
demanded so strong an escort. It had been arranged with Morgan, 
by his own free will and consent, that he should be separated from 
David C. Miller, that his family would be provided for, that he was to 
be removed to Canada, whither his family was to be sent after he had 
reformed and established himself in business, that he was to receive 
five hundred dollars, in good money,'' upon his arrival in Canada 
on his pledge never to return. By this means it was hoped to obviate 
the difficulties which his treason and his fellowship with Miller would 
arouse. 

Morgan was at this time under execution for debt and was only 
saved from imprisonment by ball-bonds given by his friends. Miller 
being one of the securities. But the criminal suit had precedence, 
although Morgan was allowed the privilege of giving bail for this 
and remaining on the jail limits " in Batavia. He elected to go to 
Canandaigua and, at no time, was any force or violence used during 
the arrest and all subsequent proceedings, nor was any public notice 
taken of the matter whatever. Miller did not protest against his re- 
moval to Canandaigua but only on the ground that he was responsible 
as one of Morgan's securities. The latter himself urged the constable 
to drive out of the village quickly. During the long drive he spoke 
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contemptuously and blasphemously of Miller. Thirty-five years ago 
the following summary of the case was written : — 

''On the morning of Monday, September iith, 1826, William Morgan, a 
citizen of Batavia, New York, at that time on the jail limits for debt, was 
arrested by virtue of a warrant for petty larceny and taken to Canandaigua, a 
distance of forty-eight miles. Brought before the magistrate there who had 
issued the warrant he was examined and acquitted. Immediatel3^ following 
the acquittal he was arrested upon execution for debt due at Canandaigua, of 
$2,65, principal and costs, and consigned to jail for want of security. On the 
evening of Tuesday, September 12th, he was released from jail, the debt being 
paid by another person, and was taken in a coach through Victor and Rochester 
to the ' Ridge Road,' three miles north of Rochester. After slight delay the 
party was transferred to another coach and taken west by way of Clarkson, 
Gaines, Lewiston and Youngstown, to the mouth of the Niagara ri^/er, at 
which point they arrived about 3 a.m. on the 14th. From this they crossed 
the river Into Canada. Thus the reader has a succinct account of the Morgan 
deportation." 

This affair has two explanations ; first, that the arrest for petit 
larceny was a blind to get Morgan away from his friends in Batavia ; 
that he was released from jail in Canandaigvia under false pretences, 
conveyed by violence and against his will out of the country, and, 
finall3% put to death by drowning or other violent means. Second, that 
the whole transaction, commencing at Batavia and terminating on 
Canadian soil, was undertaken and finished with the consent and co- 
operation of Morgan, and that no violence was at any time exercised 
or attempted upon him. 

Upon the first theory the anti-Masonic party was re-established, 
a political party which held its place for ten years by newspapers, 
books, lectures and popular clamor of the noisiest. Upon the second 
theory the Masonic fraternity, which for a time became quiescent, 
revived, expanded and stands at the present day broader and deeper 
than before. 

At this late day it is unnecessary to examine much of the min- 
utiae of the case. It was stated by one of the drivers on this memor- 
able journey that Morgan 

" was not hoodwinked nor restrained in his liberty in any way. He had bad 
eyes and always kept them covered with a handkerchief to preserve them from 
the sun and dust, hence the charge of blindfolding and gagging. Never did 
woman leave her father's house more willingly to go out into the world with 
the husband of her choice than Morgan left Batavia, Dave Miller and his 
creditors. He had now, as he said, paid all his debts at a blow. He was 
going among old friends in Canada, where he could turn over a new leaf and 
begin life again. He went with us of his own free will and accord." 

The deportation of Morgan was conducted by John Whitney and 
N. G. Cheseboro, with the concurrence of DeWitt Clinton, Governor 
of New York, and others. These gentlemen provided funds for the 
deportation and the support of Morgan and his family. It was a 
friendly agreement between him and the others that he should be re- 
moved, and his absence alone gave rise and color to the charge of 
murder. 

Nicholas G. Cheseboro, Kdward Sawyer, Loton Lawson, and 
John Sheldon were tried in January, 1827, for conspiracy to seize 
and carry William Morgan from jail to foreign parts and there con- 
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tinually to secrete and imprison him/' The first three pleaded guilty, 
reserving the right to move the court in arrest of judgment/' In 
an affidavit, in mitigation of sentence, Cheseboro stated that he knew 
it was intended to release Morgan from jail ; that the latter consented 
to go away ; that he was anxious to get Morgan away from Miller 
and thus avoid the degradation that would be brought upon the 
Masonic institution ; that he was not concerned in any force used to 
remove Morgan, and that he knew nothing further about the matter. 
Cheseboro was sentenced to one year's imprisonment, which he 
served. 

Sawyer testified that his only concern in the abduction was to 
satisfy the jailer that Morgan's release was justifiable and proper, 
being informed that he was willing to be released; that he saw Mor- 
gan enter the carriage provided and after that never saw him or knew 
anything about him. Sawyer's sentence was one month. 

Lawson received two years and Sheldon three months. Chese- 
boro was indicted for a conspiracy to accuse Morgan of theft and sub- 
sequent imprisonment, but was never tried. He died on October 9th, 
1861, aged seventy-three, a highly esteemed member of Monroe Com- 
xnandery. No. :22, Rochester. 

Many persons were indicted, imprisoned, and fined for alleged 
participation in the abduction, or for failing to appear as witnesses. 
Most of the indictments fell through for want of evidence to support 
them. More than four years was spent in these legal complications 
and trials, but the only ones meriting notice here are the cases of Kli 
Bruce and John Whitney. 

At the time of Morgan's disappearance Bruce was sheriff of Ni- 
agara county, N. Y., and an ardent Mason, cotmected with the Royal 
Arch chapter at Lewiston. His connection with the disappearance 
of Morgan was concerned with the latter 's journey from Rochester to 
Lewiston. With another party Bruce took Morgan to Canada, but 
found the brethren there not yet ready to receive the latter, so Morgan 
was returned to the magazine at Fort Niagara, which was made com- 
fortable for his reception. Bruce was assured that Morgan was a 
willing party to the whole transaction. After the latter's concealment 
in the fort he was never seen by Bruce, nor was it known to him what 
was his ultimate destination. A charge was made before De Witt 
CHnton, Governor of New York, that Bruce was guilty of the abduc- 
tion of Morgan, and he was deposed from his office as sheriff. He 
was tried in August, 1828, at Canandaigua, N.Y., and found guilty of 
the abduction. An appeal to the Supreme Court stayed sentence, but 
the appeal failed and he was sentenced to a term of two years and four 
months' imprisonment. Rro. Rob Morris truly said of him : 

" As a peace officer he should have declined to aid in removing a man 
privately from the country, even though the removal were at the consent of 
the party thus expatriated. But the fault was slight when contrasted with the 
long and untirmg persecutions that followed, the damage to his business the 
wreck of his private fortune, and the confinement which broke down his health 
He did not deserve the flood of defamation received from Thurlow Weed and 
other^ leaders in the anti-Masonic politics. He suflFered greatly for an error 
of judgTnent, and suffered, withal, so patiently and bore his sentence with such 
manly fortitude as to ennoble the cell in which his weary days and nights were 
passed. He enjoyed, as he merited, the friendship of the best families of the 
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country. His name, his sufferings, his patient endurance were the theme of 
conversation at many a domestic hearth and in many a sympathetic band met 
in lodge fellowship/' 

This noble Masonic martyr died September 24th, 1832, and he 
sleeps in an unmarked grave in the lonely cemetery of Lockport. 

Whoever suggei>ted the suppression of Morgan's proposed publi- 
cation, it is certain that the method of his removal to Canada or some 
other foreign country was arranged and executed, as already stated, 
by John Whitney and Nicholas G. Cheseboro. They had but few 
brethren in their confidence and had the advice of Governor Clinton, 
who was a prominent Mason, having been Grand Master of New 
York for a number of years. Money was freely provided for the re- 
moval, Morgan's full and free consent was obtained and his family 
cared for. Whitney had a long private conference with the Gover- 
nor, and he declared that the whole plan of deportation was the 
latter's. After this conference he went to Batavia, made the arrange- 
ments with Morgan and completed the details of that notable journey. 
For the purpose of this work it is not necessary to consider them. Mr. 
Whitney's statement of the whole case was made in 1859 and essen- 
tial extracts from it are subjoined. 

" The party having arrived at the Fort a ferry-boat was in waiting, which 
took the company to a deserted place on the bank, nearly opposite the fort, 
and about a mile from the Canadian village of Niagara. Three of the party 
went to the village and met a committee of two Canadian Masons, as agreed. 
No official enquiry has ever brought out the names of these, and I shall ever 
be silent concerningr them. 

We came back to the boat, the Canadian brethren bringing a lantern. 
Morgan was called up the bank, out of the boat, and we sat down together in 
the grass, the night wind blowing chilly from Lake Ontario, and the sullen 
roar of the falls twenty miles above making the earth tremble beneath. Morgan 
gave his most explicit consent to the movements that brought him there, and 
he admitted that he had contracted with Miller and others to write an expo- 
sition of Masonry, for which he was to receive one-half-million dollars com- 
pensation, but that they had not fulfilled their contract; that he had never been 
made a Mason but had regularly received the Royal Arch degree and never 
intended to reveal its secrets. That Miller was only an Kntered Apprentice and 
could not continue the publication, as he (Morgan) had destroyed the written 
and printed work as far as possible before leaving Batavia; that he was anxi- 
ous to be separated from Miller and from all ideas of a Masonic expose, and 
wished to live in habits of industry, to go to the interior of Canada and settle 
down as a British citizen, and that he expected $500 as agreed upon, and more, 
if necessary, if he proved worthy of it; that he was sorry for his conduct and 
the disgrace he caused his family and that the Masons had treated him with 
great kindness." 

Whitney declared that all these statements were made by Morgan, 
and that the notes of the conversation had been ^one over and verified 
by CoL King, who had written down Morgan's statements when given. 
Whitney then states that the Canadian brethren would be ready to 
remove Morgan westward into Canada by the end of the week, but 
they objected, until arrangements were perfected, to have him on the 
Canadian side. This being explained to Morgan he agreed to stop 
in the magazine at Fort Niagara and in this place he was confined. 
Whitney then went back to Lewiston, but afterwards returned to 
Niagara, and as he states that on 
9^ 
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Sunday night, the 17th, when two Canadian brethren came over, re- 
ceived Morgan " and crossed to the west side of the river/' 

All the statements made regarding the incarceration of Morgan 
in the magazine in Fort Niagara are undoubtedly true. Whitney's 
statement as to Morgan riding on horseback to Hamilton in charge 
of tw^o men, and on arrival at that city receipting for $500, was not 
and never has been credited. If Morgan had ever reached Hamilton 
or York his presence would have been known. Be that as it rnay, old 
Bro. Samuel Chubbuck, some months before his death, gave his story 
to an old friend, a prominent Mason of the Niagara district. The 
story is as follows, and is that to which, as already stated, many give 
credence, but which many others regard as romance : — 

'* Before Morgan was released from jail, a convention of Masons met at 
Lewiston, New York, composed of men from Lockport, Buffalo, Rochester 
and Niagara Falls. The whole situation was discussed and the disposal and 
punishment of Morgan debated. Finally it was resolved to punish the unfor- 
tunate man, in such a manner as, the meeting claimed, would be a warning 
to all others who should dare to reveal in part or in whole, the words or vows 
that the Craft are pledged to by obligation. The future of Morgan was known 
to but one man in that room, for in his keeping, charge and under his watchful 
eye Morgan had been kept for days. When it was decided to discipline him, 
those assembled were informed that those who were to take action would be 
selected by ballot, that the whereabouts of Morgan were known to one man 
in the room, and that it would be necessary to have two others, who would be 
chosen by ballot, to aid in carrying out the decision of the assembly. By this 
means it was intended that neither of the two men should know one another, 
and that in even meeting the third man they would not be able to penetrate 
his disguise. The ballot was called by slips of paper, each about two inches 
long and an inch deep. Two of these slips were marked, and it was stated 
before the ballots were drawn, that after that was done all present should sepa- 
rate without one word to one another, and that those who drew the marked 
ballots should meet at a certain hour, on a fixed day, at a place indicated on 
the ballot, within sight of Fort Niagara, New York, and that there further 
arrangements would be made to carry out the proposed plans, and the work 
arranged for. The process of drawing the ballots was a short one; thoroughly 
mixed up and shaken in a hat, each man present drew his piece of paper. All 
tore up their ballots into tiny pieces of paper, including those who had drawn 
the fatal billets. The convention then dispersed, each going his own way 
home, while the two men selected wended their way to the place designated 
on their papers, at which spot they would be met by one who would inform 
them how the plans were to be carried out. On the day fixed and late at 
night, these men all met on the plain east of the American Fort, Niagara. 
They were CoL King, John Whitney and Samuel Chubbuck.'' 

The story is best told in the words of one of these men, whose 
written statement is in existence, made some years before his death. 
He writes : — 

" On the 24th day of September, 1826, two men met on the plain, near 
Fort Niagara, at ten o'clock at night, strangers to each other. The one hailed 
the other: ' Who are you? ' He answered, * I am Thompson. Who are you? " 
* I am Johnson. All right.' Thompson said he wanted to get across the 
river, said he had a parcel to take over. Johnson said he could get a boat 
and take him over. 

" They then separated, Thompson to get the parcel and Johnson to get 
the boat. They soon met at the wharf. The boat was ready. Thompson 
took his parcel into the boat, Johnson at the oar. They started for Canada. 
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After rowing a short distance Thompson's parcel was lost overboard — imme- 
diately sank. 

Thompson said he had lost his parcel overboard and did not wish to 
go any further. Johnson then turned the boat back to the Fort. The two 
men then walked to Lewiston about three o'clock, a.m. The two men had 
never seen each other before and never have since. * Johnson, Thompson ' 
was the pass-word by which the two men knew each other to be Masons. 

Johnson, Thompson, 

by S. Chubbuck. 

The above is a literal transcription of the paper written by Bro. 
Samuel Chubbuck, of Niagara, one of the three men concerned in the 
business. The story is given verbatim and requires but little to ex- 
plain how the whole thing was carried out. 

Col. King was the man present at Lewiston who knew all about 
the whereabouts of Morgan, and when the ballots were drawn the two 
men selected were John Whitney and Samuel Chubbuck. At the 
time the ballots were drawn, the announcement was made that those 
selected would know one another by the pass-word — Johnson-Thomp- 
son — so that when the men met near Niagara Fort, Chubbuck said 
Who are you ?" I am Thompson," replied Whitney, Who are 
you ?" I am Johnson," said Chubbuck. Col. King had no name. 
W^hitney then said he had a parcel that he wanted to get across the 
river and Chubbuck said he would get a boat and went for one. 
Whitney went up to the fort to get the parcel and in a short time he 
and Col. King returned, carrying the parcel in a bag, and it was placed 
in the stern of the boat. Chubbuck was at the oars and pulled away 
out to the lake, and was between two and three miles from the shore 
when Whitney said he had lost the parcel overboard and they returned 
to the American fort, landed the boat and walked to Lewiston. 

Whitney told Chubbuck that Morgan had been confined in the 
stone block house, or bomb proof, facing the parade ground of the 
American fort, in an underground compartment for storing ammuni- 
tion, in the corner of the building, and that he had been brought origi- 
nally to the fort in a boat, and landed on the west shore near the block 
house, which still stands. Col. King, it is alleged, was the only man 
who ever had communication with Morgan during his -confinement. 
He brought him food during the time that his fate was in the balance. 
When it was finally determined that he should suffer, the penalty was 
inflicted and Morgan was before his Maker. It was admitted to 
Whitney and Chubbuck that Morgan begged and cried and did all he 
could to get free, but without avail. It required the united efforts of 
King and Whitney to carry the parcel to the boat, as King had 
placed an iron chain about it, so that once sunk, it would be impos- 
sible to rise to the surface. 

The history of the Morgan trouble would not be complete with- 
out an incident which is related by Captain VanCleve, who was one 
of the pioneer mariners on the Canadian lakes from 1826- 1840. He 
was a son of Krin VanCleve, a native of New Jersey. Captain Van- 
Cleve was clerk on board the steamer " Ontario." He was of an art- 
istic turn of mind and his productions consist of half-a-dozen MSS. 
volumes, all of which relate to the history of the marine on the great 
lakes from the earliest times down to late in the fifties. All of these 
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books contain water color drawing^s, and nearly every prominent 
steamer which sailed on the lakes of Ontario, Erie and Huron, with 
sketches of localities on the shores of all the lakes, are dealt with. In 



the volume loaned by his widow— a book of two hundred pages, full 
of mterestmg matter of all kinds in connection with the early marine, 
as well as MS. letters from prominent vessel men— is found on page 
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12 the following entry, made at the time that VanCleve was a clerk on 
the steamer Ontario." He says : — 

In Sept., 1826, many Free Masons came up on board the ONTARIO 
from Rochester to participate in the INSTALLATION of Col. Wm. King 
* as Knight Templar ' at Lewiston. On the steamer's return she landed at the 
Govt. Wharf at Ft. Niagara and many went into the Fort for the purpose of 
seeing Morgan, who was then confined there by the Masons. Col. Denison, 
the managing owner of the boat, was a Mason, told me at the time that he was 
requested to go into the Fort and see Morgan, but he declined, believing such 
high-handed measures, in violation of law, would in the end lead to much 
trouble, which proved true." 

(Notes. CoL King died at Youngstown, N.Y., in 1829. The installation 
of Col. King took place in the Academy on the 14th Sept.). 

J A/ 



sa^^ OwU^i^^ J-^i-y. f^^^^^ 

Fac siiMiLE OF Entry in Capt. Van Cr.i:vE's Book. 

On page 1 1 is the envelope, bearing the New York post mark of 
March 30th, 1879, addressed to Mrs. Harriet VanCleve, Lewiston, 
New York Co., N. Y/' This envelope contained a letter from the 
celebrated Thurlow Weed, who so assiduously camped on the trail of 
those who were suspected of putting Morgan out of the way. The 
letter, which is in the handwriting of a friend of Weed but is duly 
signed by him, opens with a pleasant acknowledgment of the memo- 
ries of the ancestors of Mrs. VanCleve. The important part of the 
letter is that in connection with the trial or libel suit which was tried 
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at Albany in 1831, five years after the deportation of Morgan. There 
seems to be no good reason why the interview as given in Weed's 
letter should be doubted. 

The foot-note relating to Samuel Chubbuck is in the handwriting 
of Capt. VanCleve. 

New York, March 29th, 1879. 

Dear Mrs. VanCleve: — 

" Your kind letter awakened many pleasant memories. More than a half 
century ago your husband. Father & Grandfather were among my most inti- 
mate friends. 

" The Valance confession is a romance. I have no remembrance of such 
a name, nor do I beheve that any such man was in any way connected with 
the Morgan aflfain My impression is that Garcide, who was a butcher resid- 
ing opposite Youngstown, was killed accidentally a few years after the Morgan 
murder. 

In 1831 in a libel suit against me by Gen. Gould of Rochester, Major 
Barton (your Father), Col. Simeon B. Jewett, of Clarkson & John Whitney, 
were witnesses. In the evening of the day that the trial was concluded those 
3 gentlemen came to my house, when the subject of Morgan's abduction and 
the various incidents connected with it were discussed. Late in the evening 
Col. Jewett said: 'John, why not make a clean breast of it?' Whitney looked 
enquiringly at your Father, who added * Go ahead.' Whitney commenced by 
remarking that he had been anxious for years to free his mind, that he had 
lived in constant apprehension, that in the night the slightest noise would 
awaken him, that his first thought was that the sheriff was after him. He then 
related minutely the transaction at Batavia and Canada, the night ride from 
Canandaigua to Rochester and by the Ridge Road to Lewiston to Fort Niagara, 
the refusal of the Canada Masons to receive Morgan, the Installation supper 
at Lewiston, when at the suggestion of Col. King, John Whitney, Sam'l Chu- 
back, Garside & Howard, drove down to the Fort, went to the Magazine, told 
Morgan they had completed their arrangement to settle him on a Farm in 
Canada, and then took him in a boat and threw him overboard in the centre 
of the River just as it empties into the lake. 

" When Whitney finished Col. Jewett said * Weed can hang you now/ 
Whitney replied: *I know that but he won't.' It was agreed that this con- 
fession should be reserved for History, 

In t86o T met Whitney at Chicago ' where he then resided. He said he 
had been anxious for many years to see me so that the confession he made to 
us in 1831 could be written out for him to sign. I promised him that I would 
attend to it before leaving Chicago but I was unable to do so. Whitney died 
ten or twelve years ago. I cannot learn that your Father or Col. Jewett told 
what they heard from Whitney at my house. 

" With best regards to my old friend, your husband. 

Very truly yours, 

(sgd) Thurlow Weed. 

It is very difficult to get a copy of the ' Case/ but if I can get a copy 
I will send it to you." 

In connection with this statement Dr. George Crawford, the old- 
est Freemason in Ontario in 1893, when spoken to about the Morgan 
incident, said that others knew of the aflfair and were in the vicinity of 
Niagara at the time. 

Dr. Crawford was a member of St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, which 
was warranted in 182:2. The conversation given took place in the 
lodge room on Market Lane, York (Colborne street, Toronto), in 
1827. Bro. Crawford said : — 
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Fac simile of Thurlow Weed's Letter. 
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" I remember Bro. George Garside coming to me one day shortly after 
the Morgan trouble and saying, * Between you and me. Doctor, I want to tell 
you something. I can't go over to the States as they suspect me of having 
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a hand in that Morgan business/ I said, 'Had you?' He replied. 'I had/ 
' How,' I said. ' Well he went into the river/ 

*' Garside said no more, but the little he did say corresponded with what 
we were told in those days. In the spring of 1833 Garside met his death. He 
was acting as a bailiff for Sheriff Jarvis, and to send some things out of town 
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he borrowed my horse, although I warned him that the animal was wild and 
restive and that no man who had a drop of liquor in him could handle him. 
It was a cold morning. He had hardly left his house, which stood on the west 
side of Jarvis street, directly opposite Duchess street, when the girdle broke 
and the horse galloped round the northwest corner of King and Jarvis streets, 
ran against a water cart, and threw Garside off, killing him instantly. A bailiff 
warrant dropped out of his hat as he was thrown, and a large dog, which 
always followed him in his journeyings. picked up his glove and hat and ran 
home a few yards away. Garside had lost the middle finger of the right hand, 
and the dog holding up the three-fingered glove to an inmate of the house 
it was recognized as Garside's. The body was carried in shortly afterwards," 

Bro. Chubbuck in his story does not allude to Garside or connect 
him with the deportation. This story of Morgan has passed into 
history. The evidence is all of a most contradictory character. More 
than one person had a hand in deporting him, and the fact that their 
narrations are conflicting leads many to the belief that none of them 
are reliable. A few years ago it was announced in some American 
papers that Morgan went to Australia and was spoken vtoV there by a 
person who recognized him, and who stated that the ex-Virginian had 
led there an indvistrious and praiseworthy Hfe. No corroboration of 
this statement has however been vouchsafed since. Those who are 
sceptical about the river story, and they are not a few, are quite willing 
to believe that part of it which asserts that Morgan w^as a pliant in- 
strument in the hands of those who took him to Canandaigua, that he 
was eager to get away, and that in all probability his destination was 
suggested by himself. That he was an active agent in his own retire- 
ment they fully believe, but the story that he was removed from earth 
by foul means they utterly discredit. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

TiTE Annuai. Meeting of the SECoisrn Provinctal Grani> Lodge, 

JuLv, 1827, AT York. 

The year 1827 did not bring with it any matter of extraordinarv 
interest to the Craft lodges of Upper Canada. Although the excite- 
ment over the alleged removal of William Morgan had created in the 
United States an untold amount of criticism, the incident did not 
materially affect the w^ork of the individual lodges in Upper Canada. 
It may have dampened the ardor of those adjacent to the frontier, but 
apparently did not interfere with the meetings of any of the ether 
lodges in the jurisdiction. 

An account of this Morgan incident is given in a previous chapter. 
No other single event of modern times on this continent ever created 
such bitter discussion or led to so great a political upheaval. 

On the 27th January, 1827, Bro. John Beikie wrote to R. W. Bro. 
McGillivray as to the state of the lodges. He informed the Provincial 
Grand Master that the Provincial Grand Secretary, Bro. Turquand, 
had made " considerable progress with respect to the returns/' but 
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could not complete them on account of the tardiness of several 
lodges in answer to his letters and in making their returns." Bro. 
Beikie said that this delay might be remedied if I had time and 
could afford the expense of visiting all the lodges, in order to bring 
them to a sense of their duty, and, at the same time, give them the 
instruction they are so much in want of/' 

In writing this Bro. Beikie formed a correct estimate as to the 
wants of the lodges. In the year 1827, two meetings of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge were held, that of the Western Division at York, on 
30th July, 1827, and that of the Eastern Division at Kingston on 27th 
August. The summonses were similar in form, except as regards the 
division of Grand Lodge, the place and date. 

The meeting at York was characterized by the preparation of a 
petition to the Grand Lodge of England, pointing out the advisability 
of reducing the fees of colonial brethren, owing to their limited circum- 
stances and the expenses that had to be defrayed for the support of 
their several lodges. A resolution passed at a former meeting re- 
quiring the Grand Oflficers to pay into the funds one-fourth of the 
amount exacted by the Grand Lodge of England was recorded. The 
financial statement was also adopted. 

At the meeting at York there does not seem to have been an 
attendance from outside lodges. In addition to the Grand officers, St. 
Andrew's lodge, No. i, St. George's, No. 9, and Richmond lodge at 
Vaughan, only, were represented. The Provincial Grand Lodge 
opened its proceedings by rescinding the resolution relating to honor 
fees to be paid by appointed officers. The question of the payment of 
registry fees to England came up again in the form of an address to 
the M. W. Grand Master for a remission of part of these fees, in order 
that the establishment might be not only aided but assured. The Pro- 
vincial Lodge no doubt adopted this report, although the official 
account of the proceedings does not so state. 

The finances occupied the attention of the body at every meeting. 
The amount due Bro. McGillivray in 1826 had not been paid or even 
discussed, and the same was to be said of that due Bro. Thompson. 
The funds in hand showed an increase of about £25, while the probable 
average due the Provincial Grand Lodge for registration fees was 
about £10 more favorable than in 1826. With the cash on hand and 
the dues from lodges collected it w^ould have been an easy matter to 
have paid off all the indebtedness of Grand Lodge and given a small 
surplus. And again it w^as recommended that R. W. Bro. McGillivray 
be paid £100 on account and the Grand Secretary £50. 

That funds were low and payments from lodges slow was not a 
matter which called for special notice, inasmuch as all the country 
lodges neglected to discharge their liabilities promptly. But an effort 
had to be made and at once to place the provincial body in a better 
position financially, so the lodges were invited to " contribute volun- 
tarily six pence per quarter, each brother for one year, in addition to 
the dues now payable." This was equal to an assessment of fifty 
cents per capita on the entire membership. ^ 

The officers were appointed, the Grand Senior Warden being 
Bro. Adiel Sherwood, one of the oldest Masons in the jurisdiction, 
and a former member of No. 13, Ernestown, then No. 7- 

The interest in the work of the Craft was kept up with an earnest- 
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ness which betokened a permanent revival from the days of 18:22, but 
the activity was largely on the part of the brethren in York and Kings- 
ton. The holding of meetings alternately at these two places, while 
for the time being it quickened the desire of all who looked forward to 
a great organization in the future, did not seem to stimulate the 
country lodges to take part in the work of the governing bodies. The 
official minutes read: 

Under the authority of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons, H. H. The Duke of Sussex, K. G., etc., etc., etc., M. 
W. G. M. 

Provincial Grand Lodge, for the Province of Upper Canada, Simon Mc- 
GilHvray, Esq., R. W. Provincial G. M, 

At the annual meeting of the Western Division, held at York, on Mon- 
day, the 30th July, A.D- 1827, A.L. 5827. 

Present. 

The R. W. D. P. G. M. John Beikie, Esq., as P. G. M. 
F. T. BilHngs, Esq., as S. G. W. 
J. G. Chew^ett, Esq., as J. G. W. 
V. W. Thos. Ridout, Esq., G. T. 
V. W. B. Turquand, Esq., G. S. 
V. W. The Hon. Thos. Ridout, G. R., as S. G. D. 
Br. J, Watson, as J. G. D. 
The W, P. M. of Lodge No. i; and the W. M, and Wardens of Lod^e No. 9. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge opened in due form at 11 a.m. with the usual 
solemnities. 

The minutes and proceedings of the last P. G. L. w^ere read. 
Br. Geo. Ridout, of Lodge No. i, and the representatives of Richmond 
Lodge, of Vaughan, were admitted. 

The follov^^ing resolutions were adopted unanimously: 

Resolved ist. — That the resolutions passed last year, requiring each of the 
officers of this Provincial Grand Lodge to pay into the funds of this P. G. L. 
one-fourth of the amount exacted by the Grand Lodge of England, be rescinded, 
there not appearing to be any precedent for such a resolution in any other 
Provincial Grand Lodge. 

Resolved 2nd. — That Bros. Fitzgibbon, Jas. G. Chevvett, Thos. Carfrae, D. 
Bridgeford and Geo. Ridout, be a committee to examine into the accounts 
of this Grand Lodge, and report thereon. 

The committee, appointed last year for the purpose of preparing a petition 
to the Most Worshipful, His Royal Highness the Grand Master of England, 
for the remission of a portion of the Registry fees due to the Most Worshipful 
the Grand Lodge of England, reported the same as follows: 

To the Most Worshipful. His Royal Highness the Grand Master of An- 
cient, Free and Accepted Masons of England. The humble Memorial of the 
fraternity in the Province of Upper Canada, in Provincial Grand Lodge as- 
sembled, sheweth: — 

That every desire is felt, and every endeavour has been and is exerted to 
promote the interests and extend the influence of Freemasonry in this colony, 
the beneficial effects of which on society in general are universally recognized 
and duly appreciated. 

That the obstacle which chiefly retards those desirable ends is found to 
exist in the fact, that in this new country, the brethren generally (with a very 
few exceptions), as well as those who may be desirous of being admitted to 
our ancient Order, are in very limited circumstances, and feel seriously the 
several expenses contingent on a respectable support of their several lodges; 
more especially those attendant on initiation. 


HISTORY OF FREKMASONRY IK CANADA. 


That, from their experience of the spirit of wisdom ancTliberality which 
has ever pervaded the measures of the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge, in 
governing and directing the affairs of the Craft under its extensive superin- 
tendence, your Memorialists are encouraged to hope that they have only to 
submit these circumstances to its consideration to obtain a favourable atten- 
tion to the request your memorialists venture now to prefer, namely, of a re- 
mission of such portion of the fees on registry payable to the Grand Lodge 
as it may in its wisdom see fit to grant. 

Your Memorialists further beg leave to represent that they humbly con- 
ceive the greatest advantage would be derived from the establishment of a 
Provincial Registry; in the support of which they should be most materially 
assisted by a compliance with their present prayer. 

Your Memorialists beg to seize this occasion to renew the expression oi 
their entire respect and deference to the Most Worshipful The Grand Lodge 
of Kn gland, and of their high sense of the -advantages they derive from its 
fostering care and protection, and are in duty bound. 

(Signed) Thos. Ridout, 

Jas. G. Chewett, 
Thos. Carfrae, 
Thos, G. Ridout. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was then adjourned until 7 p.m., and closed 
in due form at half-past 12 p.m., with the usual solemnities. 
In Provincial Grand Lodge re-assembled: 

f 

Present. 

The R. W. D. P. G. M. John Beikie, Esq., as P. G. M. 
F. T. Billings, Esq., as S. G. W. 
J. G. Chewett, Esq., J. G. W. 
V. W- Thos. G. Ridout, Esq., G. T. 
V. W. B. Turquand, Esq., G. S. 
V. W. The Hon. Thos. Ridout, G. R. as S. G. D. 
Bro. J. Watson, as J. G. D. 
And the representatives of several Lodges. 

The P. G. L. opened in due form at 7 p.m. with the usual solemnities. 
The report of the committee for examining the accounts was presented, 
discussed, and finally adopted. 

REPORT. 

The committee being assembled, proceeded to the examination of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge accounts, and report as follows: — 


Dr. £ S. D. 

Balance still due Simon McGillivray, Esq., R. W. P. G. M., 

having been advanced by him 152 7 5 

Balance due Bro. Hugh C. Thompson, for printing books of Con- 
stitutions - - - • 40 5 o 


£192 12 5 

Cr. £ S. D. 

Amount of Funds actually in the hands of the Provincial Grand Sec- 
retary • loi 4 6 

Probable average due the Provincial Grand Lodge for registering 
fees, dues, etc., up to the 30th of June last, as stated by the 

Provincial G. Secretary 80 o o 

Amount in the hands of the P. G. Treasurer 16 14 2 

Amount of Kingston bills on hand 3 iS o 


£201 13 8 
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On this statement the committee find available the sum of £201 13s. 8d., 
and recommend the following distribution to be made thereof, viz.: — 

To Simon McGillivray, Esq., in part payment of his claim, of which £ S. D. 


nothing has yet been paid icx> o o 

To Bro, B. Turquand, for his services as G. Secretary, to be paid 

out of the funds now in hand 50 o o 

To Bro. P. McPhail, P. G. Tyler, to be paid out of the money now 

in hand 2 o o 

To rent for one year, P. G. Tyler, to be paid out 8 o o 

Leaving unappropriated, because not collected, a balance of 41 ^3 8 


£201 13 8 

It is also recommended that the sum of five pounds and ten shillings, out 
ot' the unappropriated balance, be paid to the Provincial G. Secretary, to repay 
him the balance due on his contingent account for the last year, and that a 
further sum of ten pounds be placed at his disposal, towards defraying the con- 
tingencies of his office for the next year. 

The committee have audited and passed the Provincial G. Treasurer's ac- 
counts to the 30th June, 1826, 

(Signed) James Fitzgibbon, 
George Ridout, 
J. G. Chewett, 
Thos. Carfrae, 
David Bridgeford. 

Grand Lodge Room, 30th 
July, 1827, A. L. 5827. 

The following resolution was put, and carried unanimously, viz.: — 
Resolved, — That whereas the debt due by the Grand Lodge is yet con- 
siderable in amount, and ought as speedily as possible to be discharged, and 
whereas no further contributions than those already in course of payment can 
constitutionally be imposed, it is therefore resolved, that the Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master be requested to invite the several lodges in this province to con- 
tribute voluntarily six pence per quarter each brother, for one year, in addi- 
tion to the dues now payable. 

Bro. Thos. G. Ridout was unanimously re-elected as P. G. Treasurer for 
the ensuing year. 

The R. W. D. P, G. M. was pleased to appoint the following brethren 
as officers of this P. G. L. for the ensuing year, to remain in office until the 
last meeting in 1828. 

S. G. W., Adiel Sherwood, Ksq. 

J. G. W., Mr. Alex. J. Ferns. 

G. Chaplain, Rev, Thos. Phillips, D.D. 

G. Treasurer, Thos. G. Ridout, Esq. (elected). 

G. Registrar, The Hon. Thos. Ridout. 

G. Secretaries. Bernard Turquand and John Dean, Esquires. 

G. D. C, James G. Chewett, Esq. 

S. G. D., Joseph K. Hartwell, Esq. 

J. G. D., John Terry, Esq. 

G. Sd, B., Thos. Carfrae, Jun. Gent. 

G. Tyler, Bro, Peter McPhaiL 

The P. G. L. was then closed in due form, with the usual solemnities, at 
g oclock. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The Annual Meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge for the 
Eastern Division, at Kingston, August, 1827. 

At this writing it is difficult to realize the necessity for two divi- 
sions of the Provincial Grand Lodge in the days of 1826-30 in Upper 
Canada. There is this, however, to remember in justification of the 
division, that the facilities for travel were primitive and slow. It was 
an easy matter to journey from York to Kingston, for the steamers 
ran frequently between these two points, but to reach either York or 
Kingston from the intermediate sections of the country was more 
difficult. The roads were just as they had been cut out of the original 
soiL While the main road from Toronto to Kingston was a g*ood one 
in fine weather, in rainy seasons it was the terror of the pioneer 
families. Only a few of the side roads were macadamized, and even 
on the main road the lumbering stage coach, with its four horses, 
had many stretches which af¥orded a passage dangerous to life and 
limb. It was a matter of four days from York to Kingston by road, 
and east of the latter place the facilities for travel were no better. 

After the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 18:26, the Grand 
Secretaries made every effort to collect the dues from the lodges. 
Whether this action was accelerated by the receipt of the resolutions 
from Kngland cannot be confirmed, for it is doubtful whether the 
English resolutions were sent to Canada prior to their transmission to 
R. W. Bro. iMcGillivray in February, 1827. But the fact nevertheless 
is apparent that the action at the last meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge had had an impressive efifect on the Grand Secretaries, and it 
is to be presumed, on the lodges concerned. In January, 1837, V.W. 
Bro. Turquand issued the following circular: 

Grand Secretaries' Office, 

York, 1 8th January. 1837. 

Worshipful Sir and Brother, — 

With reference to the proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge, which 
I forwarded to you on the loth inst., I beg leave particularly to call your 
attention to the first item on page 3 of the report of the Committee of Accounts, 
and to request that yoii will transmit to me with the least possible delay the 
returns, dues, etc., etc., of your lodge up to the 31st ultimo. 

Your returns will in future be made up quarterly, viz.: on the 31st March, 
30th June, 30th September, and 3Tst December in each and every year, as 
therein directed. 

I have the honour to be. 
Worshipful sir, 

Yours fraternally, 

B. Turquand, 

To the Worshipful Master of No. . P. G. Secretary. 

The question of the amount to be paid for reg^istration fees to 
Eng"land had created quite a discussion in Upper Canada and was the 
subject of correspondence. R. W. Bro. McGilHvray had recommended 
to the Grand Lodg-e of Eng-land that in order to aid the estabhshment 
of a provincial reg-istry, the fees be reduced in the case of jurisdictions 
in the North American territory, 
loa 
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In 1826 the matter had bee^ discussed in England and a series of 
resolutions were passed by the United Grand Lodge of England, at 
London, with reference to the fees to be paid for registration in the 
North American territories. The Grand Lodge was willing to accept 
ten shillings of the current money of the said provinces or two 
Spanish milled dollars,'' etc. The payment did not bring with it a 
Grand Lodge certificate. This was six shillings and six pence extra. 
This registration fee of ten shillings was equal to $2 of the present 
currency. 

It is strange that the communication on this subject is not referred 
to in the proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge. The resolution 
was passed on the 7th June, 1826, in England, and granted that, if 
mailed, it may have taken four months to reach Canada, no allusion is 
made to it in Canadian MSS. The action of the Grand Lodge does 
not appear to have been transmitted to Bro. jMcGillivray until 
February, 1827, and even then there was ample time for its presenta- 
tion to the Provincial Grand Lodge, which met in Juh^ and August. 
The letter to Bro. McGillivray reads: 

Freemasons' Hall, London, 

5th February. r827. 

R. W. Bro.— 

Enclosed we have the honour to transmit a copy of resolutions, passed by 
the United Grand Lodge, relative to the registering of Masons, initiated in 
lodges in the British North American Colonies. We are commanded by the 
M. W. Grand Master, His Royal Highness, the Duke of Sussex, to request 
that you will make the same known to the several lodges in the province, over 
which you preside as Provincial Grand Master, and that you will give 
directions for the returns and payments being made in conformity with the 
said resolutions. 

The M. Wi Grand Master is persuaded that the lodges and brethren in 
these colonies will duly appreciate the kindness and indulgence which the 
Grand Lodge has extended towards them, and that they will cheerfully manifest 
their gratitude by punctual transmission of their returns. 

We have the honour to be, with every sentiment of respect and fraternal 
regard. 

R. W. Brother, 

Your very obedient servants and brothers^ 

William H. White, ) 
Edwards Harper, ) 

G. S, 

To the R. W. Simon M. McGillivray, Provincial Grand Master for Upper 
Canada. 

The resolutions passed by the United Grand Lod^e at London 
were lengthy and at the same time comprehensive. The subject had 
been taken well in hand by the Eng-lish authorities, and the recom- 
mendations of Bro. McGillivray had had due effect. The resolutions 
were framed so as to embrace all jurisdictions in North America. The 
former registration fee had been for each Mason ten shilhngs and six 
pence sterling:, which would equal two dollars and a half. By the 
change it was reduced to ten shillings currency or two dollars with the 
advantage of registration in the books of England and Canada. The 
master of each lodge was to be responsible for the collection and 
transmission of these fees once each yean However, what was most 
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important to the Craft in Upper Canada was that while one-half of 
the fees, once a year, were to be remitted to the Provincial Grand 
Treasurer for transmission to England, the remaining half or moiety, 
was to be applied to defraying the expense of the provincial registry. 

While the Grand Lodge of England had nade this remission, it 
was securely guarded, so that the lodges must pay the lull amount, 
and that the Provincial Grand Lodge would be secure in its share from 
the provincial registry. A further condition of this order was that all 
brethren requiring Grand Lodge certificates must remit six shillings 
and six pence sterling money, about $1,6:2 1-2, to the Grand Lodge 
of England — that is, if members desired certificates. The resolutions 
read : 

" At a quarterly communication, held at Freemasons' Hall. London, on 
Wednesday, the 7th of June. 1826, it was resolved and ordered 

That, in consideration of peculiar circumstances, which have been repre- 
sented on behalf of the lodRes in the Province of Upper Canada, and which 
are considered to apply to many other lodges in His Majesty's North Ameri- 
can Territories, wherein Provincial Grand Masters have been appointed, and 
Provincial Grand Lodges constituted, under the authority of this Grand 
Lodge; and further, in consideration of the expediency of establishing, in such 
Masonic Provinces, a regular system of Provincial Registry, as well as with a 
view of obtaining more regular returns of the Masons initiated in s.uch lodges, 
it be resolved 

** 1st. — That, in the different Masonic provinces and districts, within His 
Majesty's North American Territories, the registering fees shall be (in lieu of 
those at present required by the Constitution) for a Mason made in any lodge; 
or for a Mason heretofore made, and not registered, the sum of ten shillings^ 
current money of the said provinces, or two Spanish milled dollars; and for a 
Mason previously registered in one lodge joining another lodge, the sum of 
five shillings, current money aforesaid, or one such milled dollar; such fees to 
entitle Masons, in such cases, to the benefit of registry in the books of this 
Grand Lodge, as well as in those of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

2nd. — That the master of each lodge shall be answerable for the collection, 
safe keeping, and regular transmission of these fees, once at the least in each 
year, to the Provincial Grand Treasurer in each Masonic province or district, 
together with proper lists of the members of such lodges in duplicate, one copy 
of which shall be transmitted to the Grand Secretaries of this Grand Lodge 
and the other shall be deposited with the Provincial Grand Registrar. 

3rd. — That one equal moiety of the amount of such fees shall, once at the 
least in each year, be remitted by such Provincial Grand Treasurer to the 
Grand Secretaries of this Grand Lodge, together with the said lists of the mem- 
bers of lodges, in order to their names being registered in the books of the 
Grand Lodge; and that the other equal moiety of the said amounts be applied 
in such manner as each such Provincial Grand Lodge shall direct, to defray 
the expense of the Provincial registry. But that these payments shall not 
entitle the brethren to receive Grand Lodge certificates, but that brethren 
requiring such certificates must pa^', in addition, the sum of 6s. 6d. 

"At a quarterly communication, held at Freemasons' Hall, London, on 
Wednesday, the 6th September, 1826, the above resolutions were confirmed." 

Extracted from the minutes. 

William H. White, ) 

Edwards Harper, ) 

G.S- 

During- this year the death of Frederick, Duke of York, occurred 
in England. He was born in 1763 and was the second son of Georo^e 
III. He was Field Marshal and Commander-in-Chief in 1798. Be- 
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cause of his connection with the Grand Lodge of England the 
Canadian brethren were requested to wear the usual emblems ot 
mourning for a month. The MS. letter of R. Bro. John Beikie, 
the Provincial Deputy Grand Master, to the lodges makmg the request 
reads : 

(CIRCUX-AR.) 

York, 20th March, 5827. 

Worshipful Bro, — 

Ere this can possibly reach you the public prints will have no doubt in- 
formed you that on Saturday, the 20th of January last, the last sad offices were 
paid to all that was mortal of our much beloved brother. His Royal Highness 
the Duke of York, a prince whose martial spirit and benevolent heart had 
raised his name far above that of any other Commander in Chief that ever 
presided over the Armies of our most gracious King. Your feelings as well 
as those of every member of the lodge over which you have the honour to 
preside, I am confident will be in unison with my own on this lamentable, 
this sorrowful, occasion, when the hearts of Britons are almost rent asunder — 
all that remains for us to do as men and more especially as Masons, is to 
testify our grief in the most solemn and respectfvxl manner and not like in- 
considerate beings, to repine and moan at the dispensations of Providence. I 
have therefore to request that your lodge will put itself into the usual 
Masonic mourning on the first regular monthly lodge night after the receipt 
of this letter and continue in mourning from that time for one whole month. 

I remain, 

Worshipful brother, 

John Beikie, 

Deputy Prov'l. G. M. 

To the Worshipful Master of , No. . 

While the western division of the Provincial Grand Lodge had 
met in 1827 on the 30th July, at York, the eastern division met at 
Kingston on the 27th August. The Deputy Provincial Grand Master 
was not present, his place being taken by V. W. Bro. Yarwood, the 
Grand Senior Warden. The proceedings of the western division were 
read and the report on finance issued by that division, which was 
adopted. 

The scheme of dividing the Provincial Grand Lodge into an 
eastern and western division did not seem to be acceptable to many 
of the brethren, for Bro. H. C, Thomson proposed that the provincial 
body meet annually and alternately at York and Kingston, and V. W. 
Bro. Dean suggested as an amendment that the meeting at York be 
held during the session of the provincial parliament, and that at Kings- 
ton during the session of the court of King's Bench, all the lodges to 
be summoned to attend and the business transacted to be considered 
definite. Bro. John Dean saw that the dual meetings and the reference 
of business in the western division to the eastern division was not 
businesslike nor reasonable. While it was but right that one division 
should know the business transacted by the other, it was unreasonable 
that either body should have power to pass judgments on the acts of 
one another. This proposal of Bro. Thomson, in which was embodied 
that of Bro. Dean, was passed, and then the sections into which Grand 
Lodge had been divided were abrogated, although the resolution with 
its amendment is not over clear on this point. The official minutes 
read : 
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At the annual meetings of the Eastern Division of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, held at Kingston, Upper Canada, on Monday, the 27th August, A.D. 
1827, A.L. 5827. 

PRESENT. 

V. W. Stephen Varwood, Esq., S. G. W. as P. G. M. 
Hugh C. Thomson, Esq., as S. G. W. 

George Malloch, Esq., as J, G. W. 
V. W. Bernard Turquand, Esq., G. S. 
Bro. Alex. J. Ferns, J. G. D. as S. G, D. 
Thos. Hill, Esq., as J. G. D. 
Bro. J. S. Hermans, as G. Sd. B. 
And the representatives of several lodges. 

The P. G. L. was opened in due form at 11 a.m., with the usual 
solemnities. 

The minutes of the last year were read. 

The proceedings of the Western Division of this P. G. L. on the 30th 
July last, were read; and after some discussion on the Report of the Committee 
of Accounts on that occasion, it was finally and unanimously 

Resolved, — That this G. L. receive the said Report — that it ratify and con- 
firm the same — that the payments be made as therein stated and proposed, 
together with the sum due to Bro. Thomson, so soon as funds shall be raised. 

Bro. Thomson gave notice to the following effect: — That he will, at the 
next meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, move, that the P. G. Officers, 
upon their first appointment to office, shall pay into the funds of this P. G. L. 
a sum not exceeding one-fourth of the amount exacted from the Grand 
Officers in England. 

Bro. Thomson, seconded by Bro. Malloch, proposed that it be recom- 
mended to the R. W. D. P. G. to hold the meetings of this P. G. E. 
annually, alternately at York and Kingston, and that representatives from all 
the lodges in Upper Canada be requested to attend at the respective times of 
meeting. 

During a discussion on the foregoing subject, Bro. John Dean, one of the 
P. G. Secretaries, was admitted, who moved 

As a rider 10 Bro, Thomson's resolution, that it be recommended to the 
R. W. D. P. G. M., to hold the annual meetings of this P. G. L. at York, 
during the session of the Provincial Parliament; and that at Kingston, to be 
held during the session of the Court of King's Bench, generally held in 
August or September; and that all lodges under the jurisdiction of this P. G. 
L. be summoned to attend the same; and that all lawful business transacted 
at those meetings be considered definitive. 

The above resolution was then put from the chair, and carried with its 
amendment unanimously; — at the same time the P. G. Secretary was requested 
to present the same to the R. W. D. P. G. M. for his consideration. 

The P. G. L. was then adjourned until the morrow at 9 a.m., and closed 
in due form, with the usual solemnities. 

The proceedings of the second day were brief. The Grand Lodge 
only met for an hour and then closed. The minutes read: 

Tuesday, the ±Sth August." 

In Provincial Grand Lodge re-assembled — The same officers and 
brethren present as on the preceding day. 

" The P. G. L. was opened in due form at 9 a.m., with the usual 
solemnities. 

" The P. G. Secretary read a communication from Bro. Robert Walker, 
which was referred for the consideration of the R. W. D. P. G. M. 
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All business before the lodge having been disposed of, the brethren were 
called upon in succession, and nothing further being submitted 

The P G. L. was closed in due form, with the usual solemnities, at 
II a.m. 

" B. Turquand, ) 
J. Dean, ) P. G. Secretaries." 

During this year Sussex lodge, No. 3, at Brockville, succumbed 
to the depressing influences abroad throughout the jurisdiction. After 
meeting twelve times during the year, and even on the 5th December 
electing officers foi the ensuing year, it became dormant from that 
date until the :25th August, 1852. St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, at York, 
was still dormant in this year, but the ether lodges that were working, 
although small in number, met frequently and accomplished a credit- 
able amount of work. 

The lodge which met the most frequently this year was St. John's 
lodge, No. 5, at Kingston, which held twenty-one meetings, the work 
accomplished being three initiations and one afhhation. Addington 
lodge, No. 7, at Bath, held fifteen meetings and initiated one candidate, 
while St. George's lodge, No. 9, at York, met eighteen times, 
increasing its membership by two initiations and one affiliation. On 
the 7th March, 1827, the proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
for 1826 were read in this lodge and the sum due that body was order- 
ed to be paid. 

King Hiram lodge. No. 12, at IngersoU, held thirteen meetings, 
and initiated six candidates, while TL^nion l«:)dge, No. 13, at Richmond 
Mills (Napanee), sent a representative to the annual meeting of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge, but has left no record of I's work. 

True Britons' lodge. No, 21, at Perth, met eleven times during 
the year and initiated four candidates; while Unity lodge, Whitby, 
held fifteen meetings. On 30th August they passed a resolution that 
this lodge will transmit no further dues nor initiation fees until they 
shall receive further satisfaction about or receive our charter, and also 
receive a receipt for th^ money already paid." This resolution but 
faintly expresses the dissatisfaction which pervaded the entire juris- 
diction because of the inactivity of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 


CHAPTER X. 

The Meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge for 1828. — A 
Period of Partial Activity. — Lack of Official 
Records. 

It is at this period that the supply of manuscript of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge runs short, and, consequently, one can only form an 
idea of the work done from the correspondence of the period. 

On the 9th April, 1828, Bro. John Beikie resolved that the long 
deferred payment of the amount due to R. W. Bro. McGillivray should 
be made, and, accordingly, he wrote to Bro. Turquand, the Provincial 
Grand Secretary, to the effect that he was 
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now about to transmit to The Right Worshipful, the Provincial Grand 
Master, Simon McGillivray, Esquire, the Proceedings of the Grand Lodges 
held at York and at Kingston, last year, by which it appears that one hundred 
Pounds, Currency, was ordered to him, in part payment of his Claim, of which 
nothing has yet been paid. I have, therefore, to request that you will have the 
gocdness to state to me for his information the cause of the delay, with any 
other circumstances relative thereto, which you may have to communicate. ' 

On the loth April, 1828, Bro. Turquand replied, stating that 

" In answer to your letter of yesterday's date, desiring me to state the 
cause of delay, with respect to the payment of the claims of our Right Wor- 
shipful P. Grand Master, Simon McGillivray, Esqre., I beg to state that 
there cannot be sufficient Funds for that purpose now remaining in the hands 
of the P. Gd. Tr., many of the Lodges being still in arrears." 

There is no record of the meetings of 1828, although the printed 
notices show that the Provincial Grand Master had listened to the 
recommendations of the Provincial Grand Lodge and consented to 
alternate meetings at York and at Kingston. The meeting for 1828 
was held at York on the 22nd September. All that remains of the 
MSS. of this meeting is the following circular: 

York, U. C., isth August, 18 >8. 

W. Sir and Bro., — 

The Right Worshipful Deputy Provincial Grand Master having acceded 
to the recommendation of the last Grand Lodge, viz.. to hold the meetings 
of the P. G. Lodge annually alternately at York and Kingston, and that 
representatives from all the lodges in Upper Canada be requested to attend 
at the respective times of meeting:" 

I beg to apprize you, that the annual meeting of the P. G. L. will take 
place, at York, on Monday, the a^nd September next, at 10 a.m., at which 
time and place you will be pleased to cause the lodge under your jurisdiction 
to be duly represented; and all accounts thereto relating to be settled with the 
P. G. Sec'y up to the 30th June last. 

By command of the R. W. John Beikie, Esq., D. P. G. M. 

B. Turquand, 

P. G. Secretary. 

To the Worshipful Master of , No. , Grimsby. 

The belief is that these proceedings were not printed and, that 
being the case, it is impossible to gauge the strength of the work at 
this period. The newspaper files of the time, which in themselves are 
very incomplete, do not contain any reference to Masonic work. 
Therefore what would be interesting of the dying j^ears of the provin- 
cial organization can only be measured by the knowledge that after 
1828 the body became dormant. 

A letter found in the MSS. of the Provincial Grand Lodge, dated 
York, 3rd November, 1828/' proves that the meeting of the Grand 
Lodge was duly held. V. W. Bro. Turquand, writing to R. W. Bro. 
John Beikie, the Deputy Grand Master, says: 

York, 3rd November, 1828. 

Dear Sir: — I beg to hand you the enclosed MS. copy of the Proceed- 
ings of our last Provincial Grand Lodge, held at this place on Monday, the 
22nd September last, for the information of the R. W. P. G. M., agreeably to 
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your desire, hoping that it may be satisfactory, and that you will excuse these 
hasty lines. 

I remain, dear sir. 

Yours most sincerely, 

(signed) B. Turquand, * 

John Beikie, Esq., P. G. S. 

R. W. D. Prov'l Grand Master for Upper Canada. 

To this letter Bro. Turquand adds a foot-note, stating: 
*' Sent the original, with the Proceedings, under one envelope to Simon 
McGillivray, in London, 9th April, 1829, by John Gait, Ksquire." 

This shows that the report of the proceedings was in manuscript 
and that the original and a copy of the proceedings were sent to Lon- 
don, England, by the hands of Mr. John Gait. This gentleman was the 
father of Chief Justice Sir Thomas Gait. The documents are not in 
the archives of the Grand Lodge at London and most probably have 
been lost. 

The condition of Masonry throughout the jurisdiction in 1828 
was much the same as during the previous year. St. Andrew's lodge. 
No. I, at York (Toronto), was still dormant. St. John's lodge. No. 5, 
Kingston, held seventeen meetings, admitted one member by affiliation 
and initiated two others. The delegates from this lodge to the Provincial 
Grand Lodge for the western division, which met at York on the 22nd 
September, were instructed to enquire for the certificates, for which 
money had been paid to the Provincial Grand Secretary in 1822-25. 
The brethren also objected to the expenditure by the Provincial Grand 
Lodge at York of £8 for meeting in the hall of No. i when they could 
have been equally well accommodated in the hall of No. 9 free of 
expense." 

Addington lodge, No. 7, held six meetings during this year. An 
emergency was called on the 17th September for the purpose of 
making the necessary arrangements for forwarding returns to the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge to be held at York on the 22nd September, but 
there was not a sufficient number present to open the lodge. 

St. George's lodge, No, 9, at York, held eleven meetings, initiated 
two candidates and admitted one member by affiliation. 

King Hiram lodge. No. 12, at Ingersoll, also held eleven meetino:s 
and initiated one candidate, while True Britons' lodge. No. 21, at 
Perth, met seven times, and the only other lodge which met this year 
was Unity lodge, Whitby. This lodge held nine meetings and initiated 
one candidate. 


CHAPTER XL 

TiJF Provinctat. Grand Lodgk of 1829. — No Rkcords of the 
Proceedings. — A Governing Body in a Somnolent 
Condition. 

The proceedings of this body, if ever printed, could not have been 
circulated. The archives of all the lodges have been searched and no 
copies, either written or printed, can be found, nor does any newspaper 
in Upper Canada contain any reference to the proceedings. 
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Bro. John Dean was living in Bath in the year 1829 and was 
frequently consulted vipon Craft subjects. In one case Bro. Mill ward 
of Kingston, wrote expressing his surprise that he had not received a 
Grand Lodge certificate, though for many years repeatedly applied 
for and paid for in the first instance/' He also stated that he would be 
obliged to make application to the Grand Lodge of Kngland." 

To this communication Bro. Dean replied that he could not 
account for the delay, adding: I have not yet received niy own. 
Perhaps the Grand Lodge at York can explain the reason/' 

This letter is partial evidence that the Provincial Grand Lodge 
was in existence at this time. Possibly it was in a dormant condition. 

The annual meeting of Grand Lodge for 1839 was summoned to 
meet at Kingston. The following summons had been issued to the 
brethren, the copy quoted being specially intended for the Provincial 
Grand Secretary, at Bath. 

Upper Canada, 
York, 28th July, 1829. 

X^/'orsbipfuI Sir and Bro.^ — 

I have received the commands of the Right W^orsliipful. the Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, to apprise you, that the Annual Grand Lodge will be 
held this year in the town of Kingston, on Monday, the twenty-first of 
September next, at the hour of ten, in the forenoon, at which time and place 
you are requested to cause the lodge under your control to be duly represented, 
and its accounts presented, as heretofore directed for settlement, up to 30th 
June last. 

I remain, 

Worshipful sir and brother. 

Yours fraternally, 

To the AVorshipful ^Master of 

for the information of John Dean, Esq., P. G. S., Bath. 

The following* note is important as it leads to the belief that the 
minutes of the meetings of the Provincial Grand Lodge for September, 
1828, and 21 St September, 1829, were published. No copy exists and 
it is not improbable that the chaotic state of the Craft, in connection 
with the anti-Masonic excitement may have prevented Brother Hugh 
C. Thomson carrying out his intention of publishing the minutes. No 
MS. of any kind was found in the papers of either W. Bro. Tur- 
quand or R. W. Bro. Thos. G. Ridout. 

Kingston, May 29th, 1830. 

My Dear Sir, — 

I return the receipt with my signature, but cannot supply the date, the 
minutes being in the possession of Mr. Turquand. 

If you should see Mr. Turquand, be good enough to request him to send 
me the minutes of 1828 and 1829, and I will print them at my own risk. 

Yours truly, 

H. C. Thomson 

The Craft historian might as well seek for traces of Masonry in 
some unknown land as endeavor to make a readable chapter out of 
the shreds of history contained in the MSS. of 1829-45. The individual 
lodges up to 1834 were, with few exceptions, doing a fair amount of 
work, but from 1834, even as late as 1845, the meetings in many 
places were intermittent and did not exhibit even a modicum of the 
zeal which was manifested in 18:22-27. 
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St. Andrew's lodge, No, i, at York, met down to 1826, and became 
dormant until December, 1829, when it resumed until 1834, and with 
one meeting in 1835 it again became dormant until 1840. From 
1831-34 the meetings w^ere irregular. 

Dalhousie lodge, No. 2, st Niagara, met regularly down to 1824, 
but after that date the few records left indicate that it was dormant. 
The miiuites have not been preserved. 

Sussex lodge, No. 3, met down to December, 1827, and there is 
no record of another meeting until 1852, although an attempt was 
made in 1839 to revive the lodge, under V. W. Bro. Adiel Sherwood. 

Lodge No. 4, at Niagara, met regularly down to 1827, but after 
the Morgan excitement its meetings were irregular down to 1845. 
There is no record, but it is said that the lodge was dormant for years. 

Lodge No. 5, at Kingston, met down to February of 1834, and 
the next record in the minute book is dated December, 1843. The 
Morgan excitement was the cause of this lapse in the work, for a note 
in the minute book states that 

*' cwing to the great excitement prevailing on the American continent, it 
was thought prudent by the W. M. and members to cease working until such 
time as the lodge could be beneficially worked, with advantage to the Craft 
and the world at large." 

Lodge No. 6, at Fredericksburg, met regularly down to 1830, 
but of its further work there are no records. 

Lodge No. 7, at Ernestown, met with fair regularity until 1832. 
A memorandum in the minutes gives the last emergent meeting of 
Addington lodge. No. 7, Provincial F. A. Masons, 14th July, 5833, 
1832.'' The next meeting appears to have been in i860. Lodge No. 
8, at Grimsby, met regularly. 

St. John's lodge, No. 9, at Vork, the successor of No. 16, passed 
out of existence in April, 1825, and was succeeded by St. George's 
lodge. No. 9, in May of the sanie year. Tt met regularly until Decem- 
ber, 1829, when its meti^bcrs gave up the warrant, aith the intention 
of reviving lodge No. i , which had been dormant for nearly three years. 

Lodge No. 10, at Belleville, met regularly up to about 1830. 
Lodge No. II, at Haldimand, met regularly up to 1826 and became 
dormant from that date until 1844. 

King Hiram lodge. No. 12, at Oxford (Ingersoll), met up to 3rd 
May, 1831, and was dormant up to January, 1835, and again up to 
January, 1852. Union lodge. No. 1^, at Richmond Mills worked until 
1832. Lodge No. 14, in the township of Townsend, worked regularly 
until 1845. St. George's lodge. No. 15, St. Catharines is believed to 
have worked from 1822 until 1845, but its records are not extant. 

LTnion lodge. No. 16, at Murray, had a chequered existence- 
Union lodge. No. 17, at Ancaster, met regularly after 1822, and was 
an active organization until 1830, but after that date disappeared froii^i 
view. Western Light lodge. No. t8, at King, York count3% met in 
different places and with fair regularity until 1845. Prince Edward 
lodge. No. 19, met in the village of Hallowell, now Picton, watli reason- 
able regularity. Mount Moriah lodge, No. 20, met in the township of 
Westminster and in the town of London until 1836, but was dormant 
until 1843. True Britons' lodge. No. 21, at Perth, met somewhat 
irregularly imtil 1835. It held one meeting in 1836, one in 1837, 
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another in 1838, none in 1839, and two in 1840. Harmony lodge. No. 
22, in Yong-e or Leeds, met from 18^3, and seems to have been a Hve 
body down to 1838, after which it moved to the township of Kitley or 
Leeds. Temple lodg^e. No. 23, which met in the village of Beverley, 
seems to have met with regtilaritA^ up to 1826, but from that date mitil 
1845 there are no records. 

The want of a governing body for the Craft was feU in no part of 
the jurisdiction more than in Kingston, where in 1796 and 181 7 a 
material impetus had been given to the work of Masonry. Lodge No. 
5, at Kingston, on the 17th September, 1829, therefore, with a view 
of determining the responsibility of neglecting the Craft work on the 
part of the Grand Lodge of 1822 

* Resolved that a memorial be framed to the Grand Lodge and presented 
by the representatives of this Lodge, stating the want of attention on the part 
of the Grand Lodge as relating to the interests of this Lodge, at the same time 
requesting the officers of the Grand Lodge to give ample account of the 
past conduct with respect to the affairs of this Lodge, and prompt attention 
to the wishes and interests of this Lodge in their communications with the 
Grand Lodge of Kngland/' 

There is no MS. of Craft work by the Provincial Grand Lodge in 
1830. In 1 83 1 the Masons at York realized that in order to secure the 
prosperity of the Craft a governing head w^as absolutely necessary. 
An emergent meeting of St. Andrew's lodge. No. i, York (Toronto), 
was therefore called, hut the business was postponed after discussion. 
The minutes read: 

At a meeting of Lodge No. i, held at the Lodge Room on the 15th 
November, 183 Lodge opened on the 3rd degree. It was resolved that a 
Lodge of Emergency be called on Tuesday next, the 22nd inst., at 6 O'Clock 
P.. M., for the purpose of considering the Expediency of Petitioning the Grand 
Lodge of England to appoint a Grand Master for the Province of Upper 
Canada.*' 

On the 22nd Nov. the lodge again met when it was: — 

Moved and seconded that the Businefs of this meeting be postponed 
until the 

Moved & seconded that this Lodge consider it Expedient to petition 
the Grand Lodge of England to appoint a Provincial Grand Master. 

"Moved & seconded tTiat our Brother Bidwell, &c., &c.. &c., be sum- 
moned to attend at the next regular meeting night." 

A few weeks later another meeting was held but with no better 
result. The minutes read that: On 13th December, 1831, The sub- 
ject for petitioning to England for a Grand Master is postponed to a 
future occasion/' The proposals of St. Andrew's lodge were never 
carried into effect. 

In 1 83 1 R. W. Bro. McGillivray prepared a memo., apparently 
also for the M. W., the Grand Master of England — it is not addressed 

found in the MSS. of the Grand Lodge of England, showing that 

he was anxious concerning his Masonic province of Upper Canada. 
From the fact that it refers to the departure of Bro. John Auldjo, 
which was in 1828, and as that was " nearly three years ago the date 
of the memo, must have been 1831. 
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Bro. John Auldjo, whom R. W. Bro. Simon McGilUvray also men- 
tions in a letter of ^9th May, 1837, was a cousin of Bro. McGilUvray. 
Bro. Auldjo joined The Lodge of Antiquity, No. 2/' London, Eng- 
land, on the 25th October, 1826; Bro. McGilUvray was also a member 
of the lodge of Antiquity. 

It is understood that Bro. Beikie resigned owing to the fact that 
he held an office under the provincial government, and it was not 
deemed advisable owing to the great excitement concerning the 
Morgan matter that an officer of the government should hold the 
position of Provincial Deputy Grand Master of the Masons. More- 
over Bro. Beikie was a man w^ell up in years, and during the last 
years of his term did not seem to have a good grasp of Craft matters, 
so that the lodges were not well held together under the provincial 
warrant. 

The memo, also furnishes the information that Bro. McGilUvray 
was willing to resign his office as P. G. M. in 1838, when Bro. Lord 
Durham was appointed Governor General of Canada. 

There is as well a reference to the Craft in Lower Canada. R. 
W. Bro. William McGilUvray, a brother of Simon, had been appointed 
Provincial Grand Master of that jurisdiction. His brother thoug:ht 
Bro. Auldjo should be appointed P. G. M., either in place of R. W. 
Molson, of Montreal, who had succeeded his brother, or in place of 
himself, as he did not propose to re-visit Canada. The memo, reads: 

I see symptoms of preparation for Masonic proceedings, which ,are 
announced in the Newspapers, and as you are within reach of communication 
with the Grand Master, (to whom I beg you to present my humble duty) as 
well as with the Pro. Grand Master, I wish you could find some occasion to 
sa3' something on behalf of my ci-devant Province of Upper Canada. On the 
occasion of Lord Durham's appointment as Governor General, and when it 
was proposed to delegate to him a high iSIasonic mifsion also. I tendered my 
resignation as ProvL G. M., but no one has been appointed in my place, 
and Masonry, like other things in that Province, has fallen into great irregu- 
larity. When John Auldjo went to Canada nearly three years ago, I gave 
him a Warrant as my Deputy, chiefly for the purpose of enquiry, and on his 
return he made to mc a report as satisfactory as under the circumstances I 
could have expected; and which, with a report of my own, I placed in the 
hands of H. R. H., the M. W. G. M., at the time of tendering the surrender 
of my own charge. Now, Mr. Auldjo is going again to Canada in the Spring. 
He has connexion and property both in Montreal and in Upper Canada, He 
has enough of Masonic zeal to be active, during his stay there, enough of 
Masonic knowledge to be useful, and his personal character and station in 
society would at once give him an influence that no stranger could easily 
acquire. 

*' He is, however, sufticiently known to you, to enable you to speak for 
him, if necessary, and my humble suggestion is, that he should be appointed 
Provl. G. M., either for Montreal, in the place of the late Mr. Molson. who 
succeeded my Brother there, or for Upper Canada, in my own place; as you 
know there is no prospect of my again revisiting that country. 

My reason for troubling you with this matter is because I hear the 
Duke is not likely to be in town till late in the Spring, and if anything is to be 
done, it would require a little previous arrangement in order to frame 
Instructions, &c. 


•'S. McG." 
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A-The nienibors of the Finance Committee for 1822 were Bros. Plulli])s, Kerr, Fairfield. 
Everett, Fern.s. McBride (Niagara), Page(Anca?ter). Singleton (Tp. of Mnrray). Ladd (Belle- 
viEe), Hnbbs(Haldiniand,| Cobotire;. 

B-There is no record of the proceedings of this meeting in the MSS. This hall wassitnated 
on the north side of Market Lane, York, now Colborne .street, Toronto, midway between 
Church street and West Market Square. The entrance to the hail from King street was 
through a narrow street, now closed, which up to 1810 ran from King street East to Market 
Lane. 

C-Thi^ meeting wan for the transaction of the huHiness of the eastern division of Grand 
Lodiff!. Elections were held at the York meetings of the western division of Grand Lodge. 


NOTES. 

D-Thesfl meeting.^ were held and the proceedings were sent to R. W. Bro, McGillivray 
but there are no records in the MSS. The Provincial Grand Lodge was dormant from 1828-45, 

E-The meeting at Kingston were held in the haU of St. John's Lodge, The Masonic Hall 
in 182l>-8 was in McAithnr's house, on the soutli side of Princess jStone) street, now 1?8 Prin- 
cess street, near the corner of Montreal street and west of Bagot street. 

F-Thcrc is no record of the name of the Grand Tyler from 1822-26. 
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The minutes of St. Andrew's lodge for 28th January, 1834, show 
that the question of a new Provincial Grand Master was still agitating 
the Craft in that lodge for on that date it was 

Moved by Brother Sparks & seconded by Br. Moore that the Worshipful 
Master be requested to write to the Grand Master of England respecting: the 
appointment of a Grand Master in this province." 

But the result is not given. Looking by the light of to-day at the 
events in Masonic life seventy years ago, one is at a loss to account for 
the absolute indifTerence shown by the governing body in London to 
the work of Canadian Masons, especially during the period 1830-40. It 
is true that R. W. Bro. McGillivray was still the Grand Master, but he 
resided in England and at periods between 1839-36 he was away on 
foreign travel, so that he could hardly be expected to give the attention 
due by a resident officer. In May, 1837, he was allowed by the Grand 
Master of England to appoint Bro. John Auldjo, his Deputy Provin- 
cial Grand Master, but there is no evidence that this brother did any- 
thing more than pay a visit to the country. 

The truth is, that the officials of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
1829 were responsible for this hiatus in Craft work, and in the absence 
of other evidence it would look as if the dormant state of the provin- 
cial body was the result of absolute indifference, not to say neglect. 


CHAPTER XIL 

Biography of R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, Provincial Grand 
Master of the Second Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Upper Canada, 1822-40. 

To the modern Craftsman the personal as well as the Masonic 
life of all who had hand or part in the upbuilding of the fraternity in 
Upper Canada should have a large amount of interest. Nowadays the 
pace at which we live, engaged as we are in a close competition for 
existence, is an acceleration of the speed displayed by our ow^n ances- 
tors who enjoyed life and were content with much more moderate 
blessings than would satisfy modern man. The foundations of the 
Craft structure itself — in its speculative sense — may not have been all 
laid by brethren whose w^ork would pass inspection, but perfection 
was no more attainable then than now. And yet the Craftsmen of to- 
day are disposed to forget, as they travel along the business walks of 
life or lose themselves in the conventionalities of society, that all thing:s 
social, like the world itself, had a beginning, and that the conditions 
now enjoyed, while an improvement upon the itinerancy of our ances- 
tors, is the outcome of worthy men, whose record was quite as 
elaborate and certainly as reputable as can be found on modern rolls. 

Masonry is but a feature, not only of the fraternal but of the social 
fabric, and has within it factors, brought into existence by men, whose 
successful efforts have given untold pleasure to thousands on both 
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sides of that line, over which one may not pass without the specific 
knowledge which opens the door to the most humble Craft -sojourner. 
Within the tyled door the Craftsman enjoys the exemplification of 
that which pertains particularly to the esoteric work, while in the social 
features of Masonry those nearest and dearest are gladly welcomed to 
share in the pleasures of the fraternity. 

Simon McGillivray was a man of mark, one who in his contact 
with his fellows seemed to have the essential of making friends, and, 
what was more important, possessing the art of retaining the friend- 
ship which he prized. In a word, he was the foremost man of the 
Craft world of Canada, in the province of Vpper Canada from the 
da3-s of William Jarvis to those of Thomas Gibbs Ridout, William M. 
Wilson, and T. E). Harington, and these three last named were bul- 
warks of Craft strength from 1845. 

One is always inclined to speak and write good things of those 
who governed the Craft, even if undeserved, more perhaps for the sake 
of Masonry and out of regard for the office held, but R. W. Bro. Mc- 
Gillivray was a man of whom praise could be spoken as of one who 
deserved gratitude. 

Simon McGillivray was the youngest son of Donald McGillivray 
and Anne McTavish, and was born at Stratherrick in Inverness-shire in 
1783. He was a cousin of John McGillivray of Dunmaglas, chief of 
the clan, whose schoolfellow he was. In his boyhood days he unfor- 
tunately broke his leg and had to leave school on account of a slight, 
temporary lameness, which followed his convalescence, and his 
education from that time was received at home. As a lad he was 
blessed with considerable application and made fair progress under 
the instruction of a private teacher. 

About 1800, when not more than seventeen years of age, good 
fortune placed in his way a trip to Canada, and, with a desire for 
travel shown in later life, he crossed the ocean in one of the old-time 
sailing vessels, and after an uneventful voyage of some weeks saw 
civilization in the new land when he passed the citadel at Quebec. 

His uncle, Simon McTavish, and his elder brother^:, Willia-^^ and 
Duncan McGillivray, had preceded him to Canada, and were actively 
interested in the celebrated Northwest Company, of which about 181:2- 
15 he became a partner and about 181 o was the chief agent of the com- 
pany in I^ondon. In 1818-20 he had so much experience in connection 
with the business of the company that he was entrusted with the im- 
portant duty of arranging the fusion of the Northwest Company with 
the Hudson's Bay Company. After the amalgamation of these enter- 
prizes he joined the mercantile firm of McTavish, McGillivray & Co. 
of Montreal, and returned to Kngland when that firm retired from 
business. About this time his elder brother William McGillivray, of 
the Montreal firm, died suddenly in London and was buried in Kensal 
Green cemetery. Bro. William McGillivray was an active Mason and 
for the years 1833-26 was the Provincial Grand Master of the Montreal 
and William Henry district of the Grand Lodge of England in I^ower 
Canada. 

Simon IVTcGilHvray usually journeyed once a year to Canada, 
spending the winter months in England and the summers in Canada. 
He resided in Suflfolk Lane in London, and was one of the last city 
merchants who lived at their places of business. When his affairs in 
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Canada were wour.d up and the tinancial crisis of 1825 had passed, Mc- 
Gillivray obtained employment in Mexico as one of three commission- 
ers appointed by the United Mexican Silver Mining Co'y to reorganize 
the management of their silver mines. He was in Mexico for five 



R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. 


years (1830-35) travelling constantly on horseback from one mining 
town to another. While there, he and his colleague, Mr. William 
Glennie, ascended Mount Popocatapetl, then found to be still an active 
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volcano. The climate of Mexico, however, told upon his constitution, 
and on his return to London he associated himself with Mr., afterwards 
Sir John, Easthope, in the proprietorship of the Morning Chronicle."' 
then the principal Liberal daily paper, and in 1837 he married Sir 
John's eldest daug-hter. 

McGillivray was typical in character. He was about five feet ten 
inches, in height, and, as his portrait shows, strong and broad- 
shouldered. His hair was brown, inclining to auburn, and his com- 
plexion, originally fair, after his Mexican trip became sunburnt and 
weatherbeaten. He was very near-sighted and wore a pair of gold- 
rimmed spectacles, and, as he looked into the face of his listener, while 
engaged in conversation, his very manner gave the impression that he 
was sincere and earnest in the subject under discussion. One who 
knew him writes: I have been told that he dressed well, but some- 
what behind the fashion/' In politics he was a Reformer — what 
would now be called a Liberal, He repudiated the name of " Whig," 
because he was descended from Macdonald of Glencoe. 

In business Simon McGillivray was one who thought before he 
acted. He was agreeable in conversation, hospitable in his home, and 
fond of society, with a large circle of friends. He was firm in his 
opinions and his family placed great reliance on his judgment. 

His work as a Mason in Canada is known to all who have read 
the story of the Craft from 1822-40, and his letters and correspondence 
show that he possessed the characteristics which make a man fitted 
for not only fusing antagonistic interests, but for laying the ground 
plan upon which might have been erected a permanent Craft structure. 

It is too late in these days to express regret for the mistakes in 
Craft management from 1792 until 1858, but when McGillivray re- 
organized the Craft lodges in the second Provincial Grand Lodge of 
1822, and gave form and appearance to a body which was one in name 
only under R. W. Bro. Wm. Jarvis, he accomplished a result which 
was to a certain extent more difficult in management than even the 
imion of 1858. In the fusion of 1822 the elements at Kingston, 
Niagara, York, and in the western part of the province had to be 
brought into happy union, while in the union of 1858 amalgamation 
was only brought about by terms which have proved an occasional 
source of friction since. If the firmness of Simon McGillivray in 1822 
had been shown in the negotiations of 1858 the Quebec difficulty of a 
later period would never have arisen. 

McGillivray was made a Mason in Shakespeare lodge, London, 
England. It met in Freemasons' Tavern, Great Queen street. He was 
a Past Grand Junior Warden of the United Grand Lodge of England, 
a Grand Superintendent of the Royal Arch under the Grand Chapter 
of England, and was one of those who, with the Duke of Sussex, 
resuscitated the Royal Alpha lodge. No. 16, in or near 1818, which has 
ever since been the private lodge of successive Grand Masters. 

McGillivray died r>- heart disease on the gth June, 1840, at his 
residence, Dartmouth Row, Blackheath, near London, Eno;land. He 
was fifty-six years of age. The Morning Chronicle paid a tribute 
to his memor^^ in its issue of nth June, 1840, from which the 
following paragraphs have been taken: 

" This high-minded and most amiable gentleman paid the debt to nature 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA, 


i6i 


on the evening of Tuesday last. He had been for some time suffering from an 
internal complaint but he was only confined to his house about a month. 

Simon McGillivray was the youngest of three brothers of a respectable 
Highland family, who followed the fortunes of their uncle, the late Simon 
McTavish, in the far-famed Northwest Company of Montreal, established 
shortly after the American Revolution. Before that time a number of rival 
traders, partly English, partly French, carried on the fur trade at separate 
stations to the westward of Lake Huron. The competitions and contests 
ari5>irig from conflicting interests, led to their union and the formation of the 
Northwest Company, which, forming its establishments at the Grand Portage 
on the western shore of Lake Superior, pushed its discoveries tinder Sir Wil- 
liam McKenzie to the Frozen and Pacific Oceans, and by degrees formed 
posts throughout the immense regions betweeen Canada and Vancouver's 
Sound. In the expeditions the elder brothers of McGillivray bore a conspicu- 
ous share, and every person acquainted with Canada will recollect their ami- 
able characters and the distinguished hospitality with which all strangers were 
received at their residence in Montreal. 

" Differences subsequently took place between Sir W. McKenzie and the 
Northwest Company, which led to the formation of a rival association in 
Canada, followed by the contests between both and the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, and Lord Selkirk, familiar to all our readers, that finally terminated in 
a union between all the parties under the act of 1820 and the transference of 
the whole trade to the Hudson Bay Company, by whom it is now carried on. 
Mr. William IMcGillivray died in the subsequent year, leaving the settlement 
of most complicated and conflicting interests and accounts on the winding 
up of the affairs of the Northwest Company to his brother, Simon. The for- 
tunes of both were involved and sacrificed in the settlement, which was never- 
theless effected in a manner reflecting the highest credit on their honor and 
integrity. 

" After this Mr. McGillivray went to Mexico as Commissioner to manage 
the affairs of the United Mexican Mining Company. The arduous duties of 
this situation he discharged during five years with great ability and to the 
utmost satisfaction of the Company, whose interests were confided to him. 
His decision of character and perseverance peculiarly fitted him to struggle 
with difficulties. The toil and fatigue he encountered during those five years 
mvist have injured his constitution. He returned to Kngland towards the 
latter end of 1835, when a friendship of long-standing with Mr. Kasthope led 
him to take a share in the Morning Chronicle. Subsequently a nearer connec- 
tion took place between them. 

Few men so extensively engaged in important business have passed 
through life with a higher reputation for unsullied integrity and rigid adher- 
ence to principles than Mr. McGillivra3^. No man ever hesitated to place the 
most implicit reliance on his honor. His word was sacred. His intentions 
were always pure and his conduct open and straightforward. We do not be- 
lieve there exists an individual who would say that Simon McGillivray, in any 
one of the numerous transactions in which he was embarked, did him an in- 
tentional wrong. But if he was inflexibly just, he was, at the same time, kind 
and generous to a fault. His confidence once bestowed was not lightly with- 
drawn and he was a firm and unshaken friend in the hour of trial. 

" His natural abilities were strong and he had carefully cultivated them. 
He had applied himself successfully to several branches of science and his 
taste in the fine arts was generally admitted. He was a close reasoner and 
whatever he wrote was remarkable for a lucid arrangement. Having arrived 
carefully and methodically at his conclusions he was with difficulty driven 
from the opinions he had once embraced. He never pronounced an opinion 
until he had carefully examined the subject. 

In the private relations of life he was exemplary — an affectionate hus- 
band and parent and a kind l^rother. He has left a widow and an infant 
daughter. 

I la 
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" It would have been affectation to have allowed the connection of Simon 
McGillivray with this journal or his relationship to its principal proprietor 
to have restrained us from paying a brief tribute to the memory of a gentle- 
man, so long and extensively known and esteemed both in England and 
America. 

But we have sparingly used the privilege of friendship in this brief 
sketch of his life and character." 

William McGillivray died in Montreal in 18:25. Simon's young-est 
sister, Elizabeth, married Chief Justice Reid of Lower Canada, Simon 
McGillivray's only daughter, Mary, married Rear Admiral Richard 
Dawkins of the British navy, who resided at Stoke Gabriel, near 
Paington, Devon, England, until his death four years ago. In this 
house is the original of the portrait of Simon McGillivray by Reinagle, 
R,A., reproduced with this chapter. It depicts him in full Masonic 
regalia as Provincial Grand Master of Upper Canada. There is also 
another portrait of McGillivray as a younger man in Highland 
costimie, by Sir N. A. Shea and two miniatures, one taken in youth 
by Robertson, and another painted a year or two before his death. It 
is the opinion of the family that the coloring of the Reinagle portrait 
does not give as agreeable an expression as in the miniatures. Mrs, 
Dawkins, the widow of the Rear Admiral, from whom all of the in- 
formation concerning- her father was obtained, died about three years 
ago. 

The portrait of McGillivray has been reprodticed in full size in 
oil, and is hung on the walls of the INIasonic Hall in The Temple 
Building", on the north-west corner of Bay and Richmond street*:^, 
Toronto, a building* situated within five minutes' walk of the hall in 
Market Lane where the Craft was reorganized in 1822. The regalia 
worn by the brother is that of the Provincial Grand Master of Upper 
Canada. The jewel or central ornament of the apron has the words 
Upper Canada " encircling the emblem. The medal, just where the 
points of the collar meet, is that of a P. M. of the Lodge of Antiquity, 
a square and compasses and All-Seeing Eye in the centre. The large 
one hanging from the garter blue ribbon is the Provincial Grand 
Master's jewel, as used at the present time, only oval in shape. The 
circular form is for prcFeni rank, the oval for past. The jewel is the 
square and compasses, with a five pointed star in the centre and the 
words Upper Canada " in a circle surrounding the emblems. On 
his right breast is the jewel of a Grand Superintendent of the Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter of England, and on his left the jewel of a Past 
Grand Junior Warden of the United Grand Lodge of England. 

R, W. Bro. McGillivray was buried in Norwood cemetery, near 
London, in the family vault of his fathcr-in-law, Sir John Easthope. 
The tomb is situated in a restful spot in the great cemetery and a 
reproduction is given. 

The inscription on the side of the vault reads: 

In this Vault are Interred the Remains of 
Simon McGillivray, of Blacklieath, Esqre. 
He died June gth. 1840. 
Aged 55 years. 

The Freemasons' Quarterly Mag^azine " of Tune 30th, 1840, con- 
tains a notice of the death of R. W. Simon McGillivray. 
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Few Masons have performed their allotted task with greater credit than 
our deceased brother, in disposition amiable, in character high minded, in 
honor untainted, he passed through the most important scenes of an eventful 
life with unsullied reputation ; his opinion was often sought for and he gave 
it with a rigid regard to justice." 

About three years since he married — a widow and child survive." 
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A correspondent writing to the Magazine says : — 

Poor Simon McGillivray is dead. He was initiated in Shakespeare 
Lodge, and a valued member of the Lodge he was. Whenever he was present 
everything went on prosperously, and in his absence the Lodge suffered re- 
verses. That Lodge was called the Royal Inverness Lodge, and was the first 
warrant granted by H, R. H. the Duke of Sussex. Poor McGillivray estab- 
lished the Lodge, although he was not her first Master. The Royal Inver- 
ness Lodge was constituted at its formation of the officers of the Loyal North 
Briton Volunteer Corps, of which the Duke was the commander and the sub- 
ject of this memoir had been a Captain in that corps. Bro. McGillivray pre- 
sented the Lodge with the drinking shell and snuff horn that belonged to the 
ofhcers' mess, during the time that he was Master, in 1817, he being installed 
ill that year. 

" The Lodge met at the Freemasons' Tavern and the Grand Master was 
present at the banquet, as our deceased brother was an especial favorite fwith 
His Royal Highness. Bro. McGillivray continued attending the Lodge until 
he left England in 1821 ; and during his absence the Lodge got very much 
disorganized. He continued out of England until 1824, and when he came 
back he set to work to get the Lodge in order again. He paid off the debt 
himself, amounting to ^150, and everything went on prosperously. The Lodge 
went on prosperously until Bro. McGillivray went out of England again. 
Soon after his return, which was in 1827, was the last time the writer saw him 
in Inverness Lodge ; and the Lodge never recovered from the want of his 
vigilant care. . , . Ultimately . . . through the exertions of Bro. Mc- 
Gillivray the Lodge united with the Somerset House Lodge of which it is 
believed the deceased brother continued a member until his death." 


CHAPTER XIIL 

Biography of R. W. Bro, James Fitzgibbon, the Deputy Provin- 
cial Grand Master of the Second Provincial Grand 
Lodge, 1822-26. 

Those who undertook the revival of the Craft work in 1822 knew 
well that not only Masonic excellence but social position and standing 
in the community were factors which would make or mar the effort 
to give the organization of Masonry a sure foothold in Upper Canada. 

R. W. Bro. McGillivray realized this when he laid his plans for 
the reorganization of the Craft in the second Provincial Grand Lodge, 
and, to a certain extent, he miscalculated the interest which would be 
taken by some of those whom he appointed to office. It was an error 
for which he could not be held accountable in face of the fact that the 
Craft was satisfied. The leaders also had agreed to the nomination of 
men who were considered capable to fill the positions given them. 

This opinion is given as the result of an experience with the 
details of the Craft work from 1822-30, and does not detract from the 
assumption that the subject of this chapter acted according to his 
lights. He did the best that could be done by one whose mind was 
hampered with official duties, which entailed a serious responsibility for 
many years of his life. 
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Some men are born to greatness and others — not a few, indeed — 
rise by merit from humble surroundings to positions of trust and 
honor. Such was the fortune of James Fitzgibbon, who, born i6th 
November, 1780, as the son of an Irish gentleman of small means, 
living on the remains of an estate on the banks of the Shannon, in the 
county of Limerick, Ireland, rose by honorable ambition from the 
ranks of a marching regiment, served the best part of his life in the 
defence of his country, was created one of his sovereign's military 
knights and ended his days in Windsor Castle. 

Fitzgibbon was educated in the Roman Catholic faith. His grand- 
daughter, Miss Mary Agnes Fitzgibbon, informed the writer that 
there were but few Protestants in that part of the county of Limerick 
where he was born. Long before he ventured out into the world 
he purchased a New Testament from a travelling pedlar, and while 
perusing it under a hedge on his father's estate, he was discovered by 
a priest who confiscated the coveted book. It is not known when he 
became a Protestant, but certainly before he came to Canada. From 
his earliest days in this country he attended the Anglican church. 

He was but seventeen the day he enlisted in the 49th Regiment, 
and his proficiency in drill was so excellent — having in his native town 
acted as drill instructor — that before he was twenty-fovir hours in the 
regiment he was made a sergeant. About two months after he joined 
the 49th the regiment fought under Col. Isaac Brock at Kgmont-op- 
Zee in Holland, a battle in which the gallant Brock, fighting in the 
front ranks, received his first wound. Fitzgibbon, in his eagerness to 
distinguish himself at this battle, got in advance of his commander, 
was surrounded and taken prisoner, but afterwards was exchanged. 
The 49th sailed for Canada in 1802, and in that year was stationed at 
York, in the Old Fort at the west end of the present city of Toronto. 
Brock had taken a fancy to the dashing young sergeant, and, seeing 
that he was a soldier of more than ordinary ability, he recommended 
him for promotion, and in less than fovir years Fitzgibbon was appoint- 
ed sergeant-major. 

An incident connected with the garrison at York shows well the 
character not only of Col. Brock but also of Fitzgibbon. The Old 
Fort stood as it does to-day convenient to Lake Ontario. Three 
soldiers of the 4gth deserted one evening, and, seizing a small boat, 
crossed the lake, intending to make for the American shore near the 
fort at Niagara. The circumstances were at once reported to Col. 
Brock, and, knowing the value of prompt action, he ordered Serg:t.- 
Major Fitzgibbon and twelve men to make ready and man a large row- 
boat. In an hour he and Fitzgibbon were making fast time across the 
lake heading for Niagara, the men working in relays and t>rock and 
Fitzgibbon steering alternately. Karly morning brought the pursuers 
within sight of the pursued, and the deserters had just landed when 
they were captured and safely lodged in the barracks on the Canadian 
side of the Niagara river. 

On the 4th February, t8o6, Fitzgibbon was overjoyed to read in 
the Gazette of his promotion to the rank of ensign, and in Decem- 
ber, of that year he was appointed lieutenant and adjutant of the 
regiment. During the war of 181 2- 15 the 49th Regt. occupied a most 
conspicuous place with Sir Isaac Brock as its commanding officer, 
and the loss of his early friend was a source of never-ending sorrow 
and regret to Fitzgibbon. 
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Laura Secord. 


As to Lieut. Fitzgibbon's part in the af¥air at Beaver Dams in the 
Niagara district, between Queenston and Thorold, all Canadians are 
well informed. It occurred in 1813 and was a brilliant exploit. 



Beaver Dams, 1816. 

In Tune, 1814, General Vincent, in command of the British forces 
in the Niagara district, had established his headquarters at the torty 
Mile Creek? now Grimsby. Ont. While encamped there, Lieut. James 
Fitzgibbon, the adjutant of the 49th Regt., organized a corps of fifty 
rangers to act as scouts to watch the American forces stationed at 
Fort George, Niagara. With this advance corps Fitzgibbon marched 
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to the Ten Mile Creek, and from the heights nearly overlooked the 
plain of Niagara. On the 20th June Col. Bisshop, the chief of General 
Vincent's staf¥, established his headquarters at the Twenty Mile Creek, 
above the present village of Jordan. Fitzgibbon's scouts were on the 
upland above and were constantly in motion. On the ^oth June they 
had a skirmish with the U. S. cavalry near Niagara Falls, and a night 
or two after they were guarding military stores deposited in De Cou's 
house near the Twelve Mile Creek. The rangers had been there but a 
few hours when a party of Iroquois Indians joined them under Capt. 
Duchaine. The American general Dearborn, determined to dislodge 
Fitzgibbon. Col. Boerstler, of the 14th U. S. infantry, was selected for 
the work, with 600 rank and file, with instructions to capture Fitz- 
gibbon and his force. The utmost caution was used and the departure 
delayed until midnight so as to avoid observation. Patrols guarded 
all the outlying roads. The Americans camped the next night near 
the house of James Secord, a sergeant in the Lincoln militia. He was 
a brave soldier and a good Mason, and regularly attended his lodge. 
No. 12, at Stamford, now South Niagara Falls. Secord suspected that 
they were on their wa'?- to attack Fitzgibbon, and as he was suffering 
from a wound, his wife, Laura Secord, determined to warn the officer 
of his danger. At early dawn, with a milk pail in hand, and under the 
pretence of attending the cows, she started on her journey. She threw 
the pail away when out of sight of a sentry, whom she had i>assed, 
and avoiding the main road by taking paths which were miles out of 
the direct way, she, after a tramp of nineteen miles, reached Fitz- 
gibbon's camp and told her story of the movements of CoL Boerstler. 

The Americans, in the meantime, continued their march through 
the township of Thorold, a portion of which is well timbered and 
known as the Beechwoods. The road was a narrow one, a mere path 
in the woods, with ravines or gullies at intervals. The Indians from 
the woods had been watching the progress of the Americans. Du- 
chaine waited his time and at a deep gully stationed twenty-five Caugh- 
nawaugas on the right, and Capt. William Johnson Kerr, Lieut. John 
Brant and sixteen Mohawks on the left, retaining the rest of his com- 
mand on the further slope, so as to force the Americans back into the 
ravine. In due course the enemy arrived and the advance guard of 
twenty began to ascend the slope. A single volley from the Indians 
emptied every saddle. Then the infantry arrived and as quickly 
retired. Another attempt was made by the Americans with artillery 
to drive the Indians out of the woods but it failed. The Americans 
were in confusion in the ravine, and the bullets from the Indian rifles 
had dazed and dispirited the invaders. As the battle proceeded small 
bands of Indians came to the aid of Duchaine's men. When the battle 
had been in progress about an hovir Fitzgibbon arrived. He saw that 
the Americans were on the defensive, almost surrounded and undeter- 
mined whether to advance or retreat. He sent an officer back for his 
company of forty-five men and a sergeant. The Americans ralHed. re- 
formed, and the skirmish went on. Fitzgibbon's rangers then arrived 
and were posted on the high ground, the Indians being ordered to 
both sides of the woods, so as to retard retreat until reinforcements 
came. Boerstler. however, harassed by the Indians and militia, order- 
ed a retieat. Fitzgibbon, seeing that they might escape, determined 
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to parley, so as to detain them. He approached the Americans waving 
a white handkerchief, and informed Captain McDowell that the}^ were 
surroimded, and as they could not escape had better surrender. But 
McDowell did not think the situation hopeless and asked time to con- 
sider. Fitzgibbon expressed his willingness to show the Americans his 
forces. The American officer, who was detailed for this purpose, ad- 
vanced to the British lines, and as he reached a bend of the road was 
met by Capt. Hall, in the character of De Haren, and with feigned 
anger Hall said that to permit observation of the forces was humilia- 
ting, and ordered fiim to retire. He, at the same time, reiterated Fitz- 
gibbon's demand for surrender. Fitzgibbon in the meantime ordered 
part of his company to join the Indians in the rear of the enemy, so 
as to impress the Americans with the superiority of the British forces. 
The move was made under fire, for the Americans had re-commenced 
the fight. The confident attitude of the British convinced Boerstler 
that his situation was most critical, and after consultation with his 
officers he surrendered w^ith 23 officers, 487 non-commissioned officers 
and men of the regulars and 30 militiamen. 

Just after the surrender Col. De Haren arrived and took charge 
of the prisoners. The ef¥ect produced at Washington by Boerstler's 
defeat w^as most disheartening. Lieut. -CoL Bisshop in his report to 
Col. Vincent said: 

To the conduct of Lieut. Fitzgibbon, through whose address the capitu- 
lation was entered into, may be attributed the surrender of the American 
troops." 

Sir George Prevost in his report to Lord Bathurst wrote on 3rd 
July, 1813: 

The details of this gallant action, which reflects so much credit on our 
Indian allies, as well as upon Lieut. Fitzgibbon, for the promptness and de- 
cision with which he availed himself of the impression the attack made upon 
the enemy, will be received by your Lordship with satisfaction." 

This is a brief sketch of the story of the fight at the Beechwoods, 
or as it is more popularly known, the fight at the Beaver Dams/' 
condensed from a capital description of the event by Mr. Krnest 
Cruicksliank, of Fort Erie. 

Fitzgibbon wa.s at this time unmarried, but his heart paid homage 
to a maiden who by all accounts was fair to see. Despatches were 
sent to Kingston on August 8th and again on the loth. It was the 
custom at this time in sending despatches from the Niagara frontier 
and the west to the headquarters at Kingston, to give them into the 
charge of an officer as far as the Carrying Place at the head of the 
Bay of Quinte, at which spot he would be met by another officer from 
Kingston, who would take them, thus allowing the officer from the 
west to shorten his trip. Whether Fitzgibbon was employed in con- 
veying dispatches to the Carrying Place there is no record, but it is 
known that he applied for a short leave, to begin when he arrived at 
his destination. He made quick work of handing over his despatches 
and occupied the hours of his leave in riding to Adolphustown, vhere 
Mary Haley met him and they were married by the Rev. George Okill 
Stuart, the old Anglican rector of York, then of Kingston, on August 
the 14th, 1814. At the conclusion of the ceremony he left his bride an^l 
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returned to his regiment. His wife was a Roman Catholic, an adrni- 
rable woman, a fond mother and a good wife, one who bore to him 
four sons and one daughter. 

R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon Hved at the Old Fort at York from 1816 



until 1827. He then moved to a house upon the southwest corner of 
Queen and Brock streets, and lived there until 1841. On the removal 
of the government to Kingston the old house was vacated and finally 
sold about 1845. i860 it was remodelled and turned into a couple 

of dwelling houses. 
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His sons were all members of the Craft. One was W. Bro. Charles 
Fitzgibbon, who was subsequently W. M. of King Solomon's lodge, 
Toronto. Another — George — met a painful death by accident — the 
breaking down of an overcrowded gallery in the market place at To- 
ronto. A third was William, a barrister in Belleville, and the fourth, 
James, an officer in the 49th Regiment, but who afterwards studied 
law with his brother George. 

All the sons were favorites not only with their associates, but also 
with the people of Toronto. They were highly educated and pos- 
sessed the regard of everyone. In 1822, Capt. Fitzgibbon, for a cap- 
taincy was his highest rank in the regular army, was made a colonel 
of militia. On St. George's day, April 23rd, 1823, he had com- 
mand of the troops, assembled in line on Graves street (Simcoe street) 
in York, in front of Government House, when on behalf of the 
militia of Upper Canada he received the colors presented by His 
Majesty, a.s a mark of honor for their gallantry during the war of 
1812-15. 

Col. Fitzgibbon had b - en made a Mason in lodge, No. 40, at Que- 
bec in 1803, and was well known to the Masons of York as a member 
of the Craft. His conduct at Beaver Dams in the Nia,:jara district 
evoked praise from all quarters, but no words were appreciated by him 
more than those lo be found in the minutes of his mother lodge in 
Quebec. At a meeting held at Petrie's hotel in the ancient capital 
on the I2th August, 1813, his merits were recognized. The extract 
from the minutes reads : — 

(Seal.) 

" The recent events that hear testimony of the professional abilities of 
Lieut. Fitzgibbon, of the 49th Regiment, will be duly appreciated by his 
country, and the soldier receive a recompense worthy the Laurels he has 
earned. 

" All that concerns the Reputation or Interest of a Brother Mason merits 
the attention of the Fraternitv in General* and becomes more imrneHi^^tely 
interesting to that Masonic Lodge to which he may have belonged. The mem- 
bers of Lodge, No. 40, feel they are called upon to express their admiration 
of the judgment and Bravery of Lieut. Fitzgibbon, who they have had the 
satisfaction of taking by the hand as a member of their society, and they 
unanimously desire he will accept their fervent wishes that Fortune may con- 
tinue to afford him opportunities which his Professional talents and manly 
character can improve to the advantage of his country and his own Reputa- 
tion." 

Resolved unanimously that a copy of the foregoing minute, signed by 
the Officers of the Lodge, be transmitted to Lieut. Fitzgibbon, of the 49th 
Regiment. 

Thomas Stott, W. M. 

Lodge No. 40 

Wm. McCabe, S. W. No. 40. 

Pierre Doucet, J. W. 

Will. Gibson, 

Secretary of I^odge, No. 40. 

In pencil in CoL Fitzgibbon's hand is written on the MS. letter 
as received from the lodge the following : — 
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Mr. Stott is still at Quebec, Paymaster of Detachments in that garrison. 

Mr. McCabe, I believe, is also there, a retired officer on full pay of the 
late 4th Royal Veteran Battalion. 

The family of Doucet is very respectable in Lower Canada, but I do not 
recollect the above named gentleman. 

Mr. Gibson has been for a long time at the head of the military setae- 
ment at Drummondville." 

The Grand Convention at Kingston in 1817-22, after the death 
of W Bro. Roderick Mackay, who had been nominated to succeea 
R W Bro Jarvis, had made no further recommendation nor sug- 
gested a name as Provincial Grand Master to the Grand Lodge ot 
England. The non-receipt of any communications from England in 
reply to their appeals had determined this course at that time. iSut 
in August of 1821, Bro. Josiah Cushman, of York, wrote to Bro. John 
Dean at Bath, suggesting the names of Bro. Thos. Ridout and Major 
Fitzgibbon for this important ofifice. Bro. Dean rephed on the 27th 
August, 1821, and agreed with Bro. Cushman that both of the breth- 
ren narned were fitted for the office. The correspondence which en- 
sued, and that referring directly to the offer of the position to Bro. 
Fitzgibbon have not been preserved, but on the 5th October, Bro. 
John W. Ferguson, of Kingston, wrote to Bro. Dean at Bath to the 
effect that he had received a letter from Bro. Fitzgibbon, a very par- 
ticular friend of his. informing him of the request made to accept the 
office of Provincial Grand Master and that Bro. Fitzgibbon had as- 
sented to the proposal. Bro. Ferguson was ignorant of the source 
whence the proposal came, and Bro. Dean replied that the nom- 
ination was by friends of the Convention amongst the brethren at 
York. 

By this correspondence, which is given in its proper place, it 
would appear that Bro. John B. Laughton, the agent of the Conven- 
tion, had written while in England to Bro. Cushman, suggesting that 
the names of proper persons for the office of Provincial Grand Master 
should be sent to the Grand Lodge at London — hence the nomina- 
tion of Bro. Fitzgibbon. On the 22nd November, 1821, Bro. Dean 
prepared another communication for the Grand Lodge of England at 
London, placing the case of the Canadian Craft once more before that 
body. He sent these letters to Bro. Cushman at York, w-ith the re- 
quest that they be inspected by Bro. Fitzgibbon and, if satisfactory, 
to be then mailed. Bro. Dean also ordered Bro. Cushman to give 
Bro. I'^itzgibbon full information on all points connected with the 
Convention, so that he might know the exact situation in which the 
Craft was placed. Tn this letter to England, dated 20th '^lovember, 
1821. Bro. Dean suggested the name of Firo. Fitzgibbon and paid a 
high tribute to his work as a man and as a Mason. Bro. ■lT>ean mailed 
his communication to Bro. John B. Laughton, who, as has been stated, 
w-as acting as the agent of the Convention in London, and otherwise 
fully informed him of all that was being done in Canad.n. 

On the 6th December, 182T, Bro. Fitzgibbon also addressed a 
letter to the Grand Secretary of England, stating that he had accepted 
the nomination of the office of Provincial Grand Master of Upper 
Canada, and assuring the Grand Secretary that he had complied with 
the request of the Canadian brethren from a sense of dutv. In order 
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that the Grand Lodge at London might be fully assured as to his 
character and rank, Bro, Fitzgibbon enclosed on 12th Decenil)er, 
1S21, a testimonial from Bro. Sir Peregrine Maitland, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Upper Canada. This document attested that Bro. Fitz- 
gibbon was "a faithful servant of His Majesty" and ''of irreproach- 
able character.'' 

In the end, as the Craft history has shown us, R. W. Bro. Simon 
McGillivrav was appointed Provincial Grand Master of Upper Canada 
, by the M. W. the Grand Master of England, and W. Bro. James Fitz- 
gibbon was by him appointed Depvity Provincial Grand Master in 
September of 1822. 

The Masonic work of Bro. Fitzgibbon will be found iti the history 
of the second Provincial Grand Lodge. He held the office of Deputy 
Provincial G. M. from 1822-25. While he was not an expert in Craft 
work or procedure, he performed the duties of his office fairly well. 
His appointment of Bro. the Rev. William Smart as a Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master and his issue of dispensations to a few lodges, 
without reporting to his Provincial Grand Master, were the only acts 
which could be called in question. While he was glad to accept the 
office and did so as a lover of the Craft and its work, he was never 
satisfied with his competency for the duties of the position, so much so 
that in 1823 he v/ould have willingly made way for a successor. While 
some of his acts would not to-day be within the lines of Masonic law, a 
considerable amount of latitude must be allowed to Craft rulers of early 
days, who were not blessed with the opportunities for experience which 
to-day are afforded to even W. M/s of private lodges. It may not be go- 
ing far in assertion to state that in the first quarter of the century there 
were not many W. IXL/s or even those who held higher positions who 
could give prompt rulings on questions presented to them. If the 
simple rules laid down by R- W. Bro, Simon McGillivray had been 
adhered to, it would have been otherwise, but then Upper Canada was 
a vast forest, with settlements few and far between, and opportunities 
of communication of most primitive character; indeed, the surprise of 
to-day is that the Craft made such advancement as took place between 
1794 and 1822. 

The principal reason, however, for the withdrawal of Bro. Fitz- 
gibbon from active Craft work was the duties he had to perform in 
connection with the civil and military government. In January, 1826, 
he was made colonel of the militia forces. In May, 1827, he suc- 
ceeded to the position of Clerk of the Legislative Assembly in the 
place of Mr. Grant Powell, who was appointed Clerk of the Legisla- 
tive Council. In 183 1 he was colonel of the 2nd West York Regiment 
of militia and was Clerk of the Legislative Council in 1841. He had 
affiliated with St. Andrew's lodge, No, i, Toronto, in 1822, and on 
1 2th January, 1848, was admitted as a Royal Arch Mason in Ionic 
chapter, Toronto. This chapter was attached to Ionic Craft lodge. 
He was registered as a Royal Arch Mason on the books of the Su- 
preme Grand Chapter of England at London on the 6th August, 1S50. 

In 1837, when the rebellion broke out in Upper Canada, Col. 
Fitzgibbon jwas at this post. He had during 1834-37 formed a drill 
corps of the young men of Toronto, seventy or eighty in number, for 
he felt assured from intelligence in his possession and from the state 
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of political feeling, that a civil insurrection was imminent and would 
break out before the end of the latter year. But his warnmgs were 
entirely disregarded by the authorities. It was claimed that he was 
over zealous and that the advice tendered to- the Lieutenant-Governor 
and those in power was not justified by the facts. The days of trouble 
came, and the result proved that Col. Fitzgibbon was right in every 
particular and that the authorities had been in the wrong. Had the ad- 
vice offered the Lieutenant-Governor been followed, the rebellion might 
have been nipped in the bud and many lives and much property saved. 
The authorities, however, appreciated his military knowledge and ap- 
pointed him as acting Adjutant-General, and under his direction the 
militia and civilians were so well posted that the insurrection was de- 
feated and at an end in a few hours. 

Col. Fitzgibbon visited England in 1839 and returned to Canada. 
ITe received a pension of £300 currency from the Canadian govern- 
ment when he retired from the position of Clerk of the Legislative 
Assembly. He then went to England and lived on this remittance, 
which was sent to him quarterly. On one occasion, however, the mail 
was not as prompt as it might have been and the colonel had to cur- 
tail his expenditure temporarily. That it is possible to live on six- 
pence per day is proved bv the following incident. Fitzgibbon w^as 
upwards of seventy years of age and was living in London. 

'* On one occasion these remittances, anxiously expected, failed to arrive, 
and he found himself alone in the mighty city, redviced to his last sovereign. 
He resolved, if possible, to make that sovereign suffice for his subsistence 
until he could write to his Canadian friends to know the reason of the non- 
arrivai of his funds, and receive the answer. He found that he could live 
upon sixpence a day, upon fourpennyworth of bread, one pennyworth of milk, 
one pennyworth of sugar. He cut the bread into three equal portions, 
sprinkled it with sugar, and made a kind of pudding of it by the aid of a 
cupful of boiHng water. These served for breakfast, dinner, and supper, the 
pennyworth of milk in addition being reserved for the latest meal." 

A Mrs. Washburne of Toronto was a sister of Col. Fitzgibbon. 
She was a woman of bright and generous character, remarkable for 
a heartiness of manner and for her skill in horsemanship. After Col. 
Fitzgibbon left the Old Fort he resided in the homestead at the comer 
ot Queen and Brock streets, Toronto. It was not a palatial residence, 
but was the home of comfort for the old veteran who had taken such 
an active part in both military and civil life. 

In 1850, through the influence of Lord Seaton, Col. Fitzgibbon 
was made a Knight of Windsor, lower foundation/' and in 1853 he 
received his commission as a Military Knight of the royal founda- 
tion.'' For some years previous to his death his health had gradu- 
ally failed. From his last illness he never rallied, but died a peaceful 
death at Windsor Castle on loth December, 1863, aged ninety years. 

Few ever merited more deep regard than Fifzgibbon. While his 
temper was not of the passive kind, and perhaps might be considered 
by some over vigorous, yet he had a large and kindly heart, a cheerful 
voice and an eye which indicated a certain amount of humor, com- 
bined with a quickness of expression which interested all who knew 
him. He was popular with young and old, and whether with the boys 
of Upper Canada College, where his sons were educated, or with the 
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youths of the rising town of York and Toronto, his presence was al- 
ways welcome. In figure he was tall, active and muscular, standing 
over six feet in height, and had an easy, buoyant walk, and yet the 
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military bearing of a man who had been well drilled in arms and ath- 
letics. While it is true that he had been b rouglit up in the Roman 
Catholic faith, changing- in youth to Protestantism, it might well be 
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said of Bro. Fitzgibbon that his whole creed and rehgion w""^/^^" 
posed in the simple but grand beHef that if one beheves in Grod ana 
lives the principles of love, doing to his fellow creatures as ^/^^ "^J^"^^^^ 
that one should be done by, it matters little to what branch of religious 
ritual we belong. Others have at greater length penned ^he hfe of 
this brother. The reader is but interested in his work as a Mason, yet 
should not the youth of the Craft know something of the career ot a 
brother who, as a soldier, citizen and friend of humanity was truly one 
of nature's noblemen ? 


CHAPTER XIV. 

Biography of Bro. John Beikie, Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master of the Second Provincial Grand Lodge, 
1825-39. 

John Beikie, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master of 1825-45, 
was a brother who affiliated on 27th December, 1S22, and was a char- 
ter member of St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, York (Toronto), and was 
its first treasurer. He was an old resident of York, his house bemg 
on the north side of Front street, west of John street, where Windsor 
street opens into the former street. He came to York about 1800, for 
in 1803 he was one of the pewholders of St. James' church, the first 
Ano^lican place of worship in York. He was sheriff of York county 
in 1811-12, and in 1820-25 was Clerk of the Executive Council, In 
figure he was tall and of square build, was noted for his love of music, 
being speciallly fond of the flute. He was also a lover of gardening. 
He was a regular attendant at St. James' church, and, although it is 
said that prior to 1800 he helped the venerable Bishop McDonald to 
celebrate the first mass in York, he nevertheless was a good Anglican, 
and for years read the prayers in St. James' church in York. He mar- 
ried Penelope, daughter of CoL John MacDonell and sister of Capt. 
Miles McDonell. The last official signature of Bro. Beikie which can 
be found is in a notice concerning the Gore Bank at Hamilton on loth 
March, 1838, which is Signed, John Beikie." After retiring from his 
position in the government he resided in the neighborhood of Belleville 
and was engaged in a small mining enterprise in the Marmora district. 
He was also Major in the West York Militia in 1823. 

He was thirty-three years of age when he became a Mason, for we 
find a MS. certificate, issued by Lodge No. 9, at Cornwall, in the 
County of Stormont,' and signed by John Pescod, Master: Robt. Mc- 
Gregor, S.W. ; Robt. McGloghlon," J'W. ; Dan*l Campbell, Treasurer; 
and Thomas Johnson, Secretary, to the effect that John Beikie was 
initiated, passed and raised in that lodge on the 13th June, 1799. 

He does not seem to have taken much part in Masonic work until 
he affiliated on the 27th December, 1822, with St. Andrew's lodge, No. 

at York, of which he was a charter member and first Treasurer. 
He was also Deputy Provincial Grand Master of the Second Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada from 1825-39. 
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On the 27th December, 1823, Bro. Beikie was elected 
senior warden of St. Andrew's lodge. On the 5th May, 1824, At the 
desire of the W, M., he gave the entered apprentice's initiation and 
charge," and on 7th September, 1824, Bro. Beikie recited the 
fourteen questions to quahly tor the second degree and the charge of 
the first/' and on the 5th October, 1824, 

Bro. Beikie gave the obligation of a F. C. M. and explanations. 
Lodge closed in the second and opened in the ist degree. Bro. Beikie recited 
the 14 questions to qualify for the 2nd degree and also the charge of the 
first." 

On the 25th July, 1825, 

Bi. Beikie being called upon by the W. M,, described the tools of a 
Master Mason with Illustrations. 2ndly, those of an Entered Apprentice. 
3rdiy, those of an Fellow Craft, and lastly, the ceremony of initiation into 
the 3rd degree." 

And on the 19th September, 

At the request of the W. M'r, Bn Beikie recited the ceremony of raising 
a Brother F. C. to the 3rd degree and described the working tools of a Master 
Mason." 

On the 24th October, Bro. Beikie gave the lecture in the first 
degree/' 

By the above extracts it will be seen that Bro. Beikie was a well 
informed Mason — the best and brightest of the early W. M/'s of St, 
Andrew's lodge. The brethren recognized his ability, for on the 19th 
December 

The W. M'r was pleased to propose the Senior Warden, Brother Jno. 
Beikie, as Master of this Lodge for the ensuing year — ^seconded by Br. T. G. 
Ridout- — Ballot pafsed and found in his favor unanimously/' 

And on 27th December, 1825, Br. Jno. Beikie was duly installed 
Master of the Lodge for the ensuing year and conducted to the 
chair/' 

John Beikie stood high in the personal esteem of the members of 
the old legislature of Upper Canada. The date of his death was dis- 
covered in January, 1899, through an examination of the files of the 
Montreal Gazette/' which on the 30th March, 1839, contains the 
following- notice : 

" At Toronto, on the 20th instant, in the 73d year of his age, John Beikie, 
Esqr,, for many years Clerk of the Executive Council of the Province." 

The official records of the House of Assembly, that is the Pro- 
vincial Parliament for the Province of Upper Canada, met in its fourth 
session, T3th Parliament, 2nd Vic, on the 27th February, 1839. The 
journal of the House for the 21st March, 1839, states that: — 

•* On motion of Mr. Robinson (afterwards Sir J. B. Robinson, Bart.), 
seconded by Mr. Morris (afterwards Hon. James Morris), 

Ordered — That when this House adjourns this day, it do stand adjourned 
until one o'clock to-morrow, to enable the Members thereof to attend the 
funeral of the late John Beikie. Esquire, who was formerly a Member of the 
House of Assembly of this Province." 
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CHAPTER XV, 

The Life of V. W. Bro. John Dean, a Secretary of the King- 
ston Convention, and one of the Secretaries of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, 1822-45. 

Of all the leaders of the Craft from 1818 tintil 1830, Bro. John 
Dean deserves a prominent place as an earnest Mason, one whose 
sole object in life seemed to be to give the fraternity in Upper Canada 
the position it deserved. While there is no direct proof that the plan- 
ning- of the Kingston Convention was his, yet his intimate relation- 
ship with the lodge, No. 13, at Ernestown, and the part he filled in 
the consummation of the work of that body, lead to the belief that even 
before he affiliated with that lodge, he possessed a large influence with 
Bro. William Cottier and others, who were the creators of an organi- 
zation which proved so beneficial to Canadian Masonr\^ 

Bro. John Dean must have been a likeable man, for he had the 
respect of everyone with whom he came in contact. His correspond- 
ence, which would fill a volume of ordinary size, was written as by 
one possessed of all the qualities which make up the life of a cour- 
teous, well-informed and educated gentleman. 

His perseverance was indomitable, and, had he been properly 
seconded in his efforts, the lapse in the work of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge from 1830 until 1845 would never have taken place. 

Bro. Dean was an American, born in 1791 in the town of Wind- 
sor, Vermont, so that he was only about eighteen years of age when 
he entered the Craft. There is no record of the lodge in which he 
was initiated. He was descended from Knglish parents, who gave 
him an excellent education, and in later years he proved himself a cap- 
ital penman and a ready correspondent. His daughter, IMiss Maria 
Dean, states that he came to Canada when quite young and resided on 
Main street in Ernestown, afterwards Bath, on the Bay of Quinte, 
where he engaged in business as a merchant and subsequently became 
postmaster. His wife was a daughter of Bro. Stephen Fairfield, a 
brother of Bro. Herman Fairfield, who lived for years at Collins' Bay 
on the Bay of Quinte, between Kingston and Bath. The Deans had 
three children, a daughter, Miss Maria Dean, who at the present 4time 
resides at Sydenham, near Kingston, Ontario, and two sons, Stephen 
and James, both of whom are dead. 

In personal appearance Bro. Dean was tall, stooping slightly 
when he walked, fair in face and quite bald. He was passionately 
fond of music and employed his spare time in teaching a singing 
class. He conducted the choir of the Anglican church at Bath, and 
when the Craft on St. John's day visited the church and received the 
benefit of a sermon he took particular pride in furnishing excep- 
tionally good music. 

The first Masonic record of Bro. Dean is found in the minutes of 
lodge. No. 13, at Ernestown, wdiich he attended first on gth Novem- 
ber, 1 81 7. He was again present on the i8th February, 181 8, on the 
i8th March, when he acted on a committee, and on the 15th April he 
is entered as " Acting Secretary/' The word sojourner " placed 
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after his name shows that he was not a member. On the 17th June, 
1818, he aftiUated with the lodge and at the same meeting was elected 
W. M. ^. 

Bro. Dean was not present at the first Convention at Kmgston 
in 1817, but in 1819 he represented 'No. 13, Ernestown/' and took 
an active part in the work of the Convention of that year. He it was 
who drafted its constitution or Articles of Association." He was 
not present at the third Convention at Kingston in February, 1820, 
but after that he was active in the general work in connection with 
the reorganization of the Craft. The correspondence with the English 
Grand Lodge was all prepared by him, and a letter written on loth 
September, 1820, given in the history of that period, portrays the ex- 
cellent style of his work. In February, 1821, he was elected secretary 
of the Kingston Convention, and again at its fourth session. His care- 
ful hand guided all the communications with England at this critical 
period. On the 29th August, 1822, R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, 
who had arrived in Canada for the purpose of reorganizing the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, appointed Bro. Dean Provincial Grand Secre- 
tary. At the meeting of the provincial body two Grand Secretaries 
were appointed, one for the east at Kingston and one for the west at 
York ; the former was held by Bro. Dean, the latter by Bro. Tur- 
quand- Bro. Dean held his office down to the close of the second 
Provincial Grand Lodge in 182S-30, He lived in Toronto in the early 
forties in a house on Front street east of York street. The exact 
place is not known. 
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As a business man he was not over successful, and from com- 
parative affluence he was compelled to go out of business and accept 
a position at a salary of £200 currency per year, in the Crown Lands 
department under the old government of Canada in 1839-40-41. He 
filled this position in Toronto and while in that city was a member ot 
St. Andrew's lodge. No. i, from which he withdrew on the 29th May, 
1841, as he was about to leave the city. At the union of the provinces 
in 1841 he was removed to Kingston with his office and thence to 
Montreal, which was at that time the seat of government. 

B ro. Dean suiTered from bronchitis and died at his residence in 
St. Denis street, above St. Catharine street, in a house that was burned 
in the fire of 1840. in that city on the 25th May, 1847, in the fifty-sev- 
enth year of his ag^e, after an illness of four months. He was buried 
in the Dorchester and Papineau Road cemetery known as the 
Protestant buryingr-grround, not with Masonic honors, although 
a largre number of his Masonic friends attended in a body. His 
daupfhter. Miss Maria Dean, wrote in 1894 in reference to her father's 
death and burial, saying : — " I remember hearing Mr. Turquand and 
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Other gentlemen regretting that my father had not requested it " — that 
is the Craft service. 

Many years ago the burying ground was levelled and is now used 
as a public square. The remains of those who had been interred there 
were removed to the Mount Royal cemetery some years ago. 

The " Record of internTents in the Dorchester and Papineau 
Road Burial from 1845 to 1848" contains the following entry: — 

1847, Single G., old Gd., paid 30/- May. John Dean Clerk, died 25th, 
aged 57 years, and buried 25th by the Rev. Mr. Wilkes. Interment No. 10,333. 
No. 4, O. G. (old ground). 

There are no references to his death in any of the IMontreal papers 
of August or September, 1847. And yet one can almost picture the 
scene on that midsummer day in the old graveyard, where the remains 
of a faithful servant of the Crown and a steadfast Craftsman were laid 
to rest awaiting the day when he would realize the great promise and 
as a sincere Christian sit in the Master's Lodge above. 

At the time of his death he was Chief Clerk and Accountant in 
the Crown Lands Office. His attachment to Masonry was unfalter- 
ing. He always affiliated with a lodge in the town which was tempo- 
rarily his residence, for in those days the government was held at dif- 
ferent places — Kingston, Montreal and Toronto. His sons both be- 
came members of the Craft as soon as they were old enough, in ac- 
cordance with advice given them by their father on his deathbed. His 
friends were leaders of the Craft, and Miss Dean, his daughter, states 
that Bros. Thomas G. Ridout, Col. Richard Bonnycastle, Sir James 
Alexander and Dr. Burnside frequently spent evenings at his home in 
Toronto discussing Masonic matters. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

Biography of V. W. Bko. Bkrtstaro Tttroitamd, Grand Sec- 
retary OF THE Provincial Grand Lodge, 1822-42. 

Bro. Bernard Turquand was an Englishman by birth, although 
his forefathers were all of Huguenot stock, driven from France during 
the persecution of that body. His father was an official of the Eng- 
lish government, and lived for a time in Italy and afterwards in Malta. 
Bro. Turquand was born in Bishopgate street, London, on the 2nd 
February, 1790. He came to Canada in 1820 and held office under 
the Hon. J. H. Dunn, in the Receiver-General's department, and, in 
later vears, in the Crown Lands department. 

Bro. Turquand first settled in the early part of the century in 
Woodstock. His brother. John Turquand, was a resident of that place 
and a member of the Craft. 

Bro. Turquand was the Provincial Grand Secretary of the second 
Provincial Grand Lodge under R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray at 
York, in September, 1822. He was a charter member of St. Andrew's 
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lodge, No. I, at Vork, and was its first secretary, holding- that position 
until 1836 when the lodge ceased working. On its resuscitation in 
1829 he was elected as J. W. and in December, 1830, as W. M. On 
13th December, 1832, having been solicited to retain his office for 
the ensuing year he assented to the same/' Bro. Turquand was 
succeeded in 1833 by W. Bro. Thomas Carfrae. He held the office of 
Provincial Grand Secretary from 1822 until the Grand Lodge became 
dormant about 1830. 

In February, 1843, R. W. Bro, Ziba M. Phillips held a convention 
at Kingston, and at this meeting Bros. Turquand and Dean appeared 
to protest against the proceedings, on the ground that any convention 
of lodges was unauthorized. This is the last record concerning Bro. 
Turquand found in connection with the Craft. He died and was 
buried at Cornwall, U. C. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

Biography of V. Bro. J. H. Dunn, Grand Trkasijrer of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, 1822-45, 

While the positions of Provincial Grand Master and Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master were given to men of not only civil, but social 
and Craft prominence, no name inspired more confidence when 
announced than that of the Hon. John Henry Dunn, as the Provincial 
Grand Treasurer. ~^ 

There were many reasons for this confidence. The Craft from 
1792 had been sadly neglected in its financial management. Bro. 
Christopher Danby and others had not paid that due regard to the 
meaning of the words, not that the money was appropriated for other 
than Craft purposes, but it was spent with so liberal a hand that many 
items which would not be initialed by a modern committee of audit, 
passed without murmur the easy-going officials who had not enough 
interest in Craft work to resist what a few of the stronger minds pro- 
posed. Indeed, the first efforts to collect dues as tribute to a govern- 
ing body were made by the Grand Masonic Convention at Kingston, 
1817-22, and for the first time in Craft history the lodges apx>arently 
recognized the fact that the ruling body was not a mythical organiza- 
tion, but that the life of the work depended upon those who governed 
being kept in funds by the prompt payment of dues. The deviation 
of Craft funds from 1792 until 181 7 had the effect of weakening the 
faith of the lodges in the management, and, therefore, R. W. Bro. 
McGillivray, who was fully aware of the difficulties and knew of this 
particular weakness, wisely selected a man as Grand Treasurer, whose 
sterling character was a landmark in Upper Canada. 

Bro. John Henry Dunn was born in 1794 on the little island in 
the South Atlantic ocean so well known as St. Helena. His parents 
were resident there, and his father, John Charles Dunn, who came from 
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Northumberlandshire, in England, occupied an official P^sitio^- Both 
his progenitors were of English birth and came from old Northum- 
berland families. Whether the dark grey mass of rock which rises so 
abruptly out of the Atlantic could boast of a school is unknown Dut 
as Tamestown, the capital, had a school in connection with the military 
forces stationed there, it is not unlikely that the embryo R^^^^J^^' 
General of Canada obtained all the advantages the place afforded. 
His father, it is understood, occupied a position in the East India 
Company^s service, and, as St. Helena was the halting place on the 
ocean thoroughfare between England and the east, it may possibly 
have been in connection with the ships of the East India Company s 
fleet which weekly called at the sentinel rock of the south Atlantic. 

From St. Helena young Dunn, when about eight years of age, 
went to England and there finished his education near London, some 
say at Harrow and others, Rugby. His father was a man of influence 
and position and obtained for his son, at about his twentieth year, an 
appointment in the old East India Company's service, but whether the 
son ever filled an appointment in India is not known. About 1818, 
when in his twenty-fourth year, young Dunn received an appointment 
in the War Office in London, and in July, 1820, he accepted the 
position of Receiver- General for Upper Canada. He left England in 
July, 1820, and arrived at York (Toronto), in October, 1820. He was 
also a member of the Executive and Legislative Councils of Upper 
Canada, and these offices he held until the union of the provinces in 
1841. 

Mr. Dunn married Miss Charlotte Roberts on 4th May, 1820, a 
few months before his acceptance of the office of Receiver-General. 
The following information concerning his children, all of whom were 
born in York (Toronto), is copied from a family record: 

John Roberts Dunn, born 29th Jan.» 1821. 

Francis William Grant Dunn, born 14th Oct*r, 1822 ; died Saturday, 29th 
March, 1823, buried on Monday following* at 2 o'clock p.m. in the church- 
yard in York, U. C. 

Mary Ann Dunn, born 3rd Feb'y» 1824. 

Charlotte Bazzette Dunn, born iith Oct'r, 1826. 

Charles James, born 19th Nov'r, 1828; died Monday, 30th Jan'y, 1832, 
buried on Tuesday following at 3 o'clock p.m. in the churchyard at York, U.C., 
alongside of Francis William. 

Thomas Henry, born i6th Sept., 1830 ; died Thursday, 21st March, 1833, 
buried on Saturday following at 3 o'clock p.m. in the churchyard at York. 

Alexander Roberts (the hero of Balaclava), born Saturday, 15th June, 
1833. 

A male child was born on the 6th December, 1835, and died on 
the 7th. The record ends with the following note: 

" Died, my wife on the 9th at % past 12 o'clock p.m. Both buried to- 
gether and deposited in the churchyard at Toronto (late York). God bless 
them, an affectionate wife, good mother and a pious Christian, Amen." 

Miss Mary Anne Dunn, a sister of Bro. John Henry Dunn, on 
26th May, 181 1, married Francis William, Earl of Seafield, 

The Hon. Mr. Dunn was a familiar figure in early York, and as a 
citizen he was not only respected but held in high esteem by all who 
knew him. His first home in Toronto still stands almost the same as 
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when he built it in 1820-21. It is situated at the head of Catherine 
street, a short street running west of Peter street, between King and 
Queen streets. Here Mr. Dunn's children were born, and here he lived 
until the death of his wife about 1834. About 1835 he erected a three- 
story brick house on the north-west corner of Front and Bathurst 
streets, and before his return to England he lived in a brick house on 
Queen street, near what is now Alarkham street. The family home- 
stead on Catherine street was called Dunstable, and in this house in 
1S33 his son, the brave Alexander Roberts Dunn, who fought in the 
charge at Balaclava, lived in his A^ounger days. The Dunn homestead 
was a pretty spot — just such as an Knglish gentleman would select for 
a home. Great forest trees surrounded the house, with ample lawn 
and generous flower beds, which produced, as an old inhabitant has it, 
the finest roses in York." 

Mr. Dunn presented the first cathedral of St. James with a hand- 
some communion plate, at a cost of £112, 18. 6., and to the second 
church on that site he gave a costly and fine-toned organ, which was 
destroyed with the church in the first fire of 1839. 

Mr. Dtum resided in Canada until about 1843, when he returned 
to Kngland, and died on the 21st April, 1854. He was buried in 
Ivensal Green cemetery, near London. 

The excellent portrait of Bro. Dunn is from a water color sketch 
of an oil painting made about 1834. The water color was kindly made 
for and presented to the writer by Lady Greene, wife of Major General 
Sir Henry Roden Greene, of London, and the only daughter of Mr. 
Dunn. 

The first mention of the name of the Hon. J. H. Dunn in the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge records is as a wdtness to the signature of Simon 
McGillivray in the patent of 17th September, 1S22, appointing W. 
Bro. James Fitzgibbon as Deputy Provincial Grand Master of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of L^pper Canada at York. This was followed 
by his appointment as Provincial (irand Treasurer. 

R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, in his report to the Grand Master 
of England, gives an account of tlie inter^ iew with the brethren of 
Western Catiada, who were dissatisfied with the manner in which 
moneys in the past had been handed. McGillivray said in reply: 

I had to tell them that it was nut niy intention to touch a shilling of 
their money, but that, having obtained the consent of the Hon. John H. 
Dunn, His Majesty's Receiver General for the Province, to act as Provincial 
Grand Treasurer, it was my intention to propose his election to that office, 
and they would thus have a sufficient security for all moneys paid to him." 

The records show that at the first meeting of the Provincial body 
on 23rd September, 18:23, 

Bro. the Hon. John H. Dunn, His Majesty's Receiver General, w^as unani- 
mously elected to the office of Grand Treasurer and invested accordingly." 

Bro. Dunn was the first junior warden of St. Andrew's lodge, and 
affiliated December 27th, 1822. His mother lodge is not given. 

At the meetings of 8th July, 1823, and 12th September, 1825, W. 
Bro. Dunn was present. At that of 1824, of which the minutes have 
not been preserved, Bro. Dunn resigned and W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs 
Ridout was elected to his position. Bro. Dunn was present at the 
annual meeting at York on 24th July, 1826. 


IllSTl>R\' UF FRKEMASONKY IN CANADA, 


187 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

Biography of W. Bro. Charles Duncombe, who led the Move- 
ment FOR AN Independent Grand Lodge in 1836. 

W, Bro. Charles Duncombe was a brother, who as a man of 
education, a medical practitioner, a politician and a member of the 
Craft, commanded a prominent position in the western part of Upper 
Canada. His political life does not concern us, only to the extent that 
he possessed a widespread influence as a leader of the Reform party, 
and was a man who occupied a conspicuous position in the insurrec- 
tion, with which William Lyon Alclvenzie was connected in the 
troubled days of 1837. 

He was a physician of skill, and commanded a large practice in 
and around Burford Plains, near the modern village of Bishopgate, 
where for years he resided. In 1834 he was elected as a member of 
the Legislature for the county of Oxford, In 1836 he was again 
chosen at the general elections and became more prominent by the 
fact that he w^as at that time sent as a delegate to Kngland by the 
Reform party of Canada, in connection with certain alleged abuses. 

Bro. Duncombe was an American, born in I7<J4 in the State of 
Connecticut, He emigrated to Canada in 1820 and purchased a tract 
of land on the Westminster Road, near the present city of London, 
Ontario. He resided on this farm for about three years, when, selling 
his property, he moved to St. Thomas, w^here he lived for about seven 
years. By this time he had an opportunity of selecting the best part 
of the province for a permanent residence for himself and his family. 
Therefore in 1830 he invested his savings in a hupidrcd acres of land in 
Burford near the present village of Bishopgate, on which he erected a 
house, and commenced his medical practice as one of the. first in Bur- 
ford and in the county of Brant. He travelled between Burford and 
St. Thomas, and there was not a farm house within a circle of fifty 
miles with w^hose fireside he was not familiar. 

It will be remembered that R. W. Bro. McGillivray in writing to 
the M. W., the Grand Master of Kngland, regarding the committee of 
delegates which waited upon him in September, a day or two 

before the first meeting of the second Provincial Grand Lodge, said 
that the leader was a man of fluent speech. This was Bro. Duncombe. 
As a skilled surgeon he had not his equal in Brant county, and for 
years he was in demand in all parts of the country, and at points far 
removed from his residence. In personal appearance he was about 
the average height, w^ell built and muscular, with a pleasant face, a 
mind surcharged w^th activity, and a physiognomist would at once 
have said that his resokite nature would take chances in accomplish- 
ing what he had laid down as a course for himself to pursue. He was 
interesting in speech and possessed a manner which won men to him, 
for he had an abundance of language and a readiness of conversation 
which combined with an amiable temper and benevolent disposition, 
made him popular with everyone, young and old, who either knew 
him or had heard of him. 

In 1836 an effort was made at London, XJ. C, for the establish- 
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ment of an independent Grand Lodge, and W. Bro. Duncombe was 
elected the Grand 2\Iaster of the organization. But, owing to a lack 
of interest, created possibly by the political events of that and the 
following year, the movement soon died a natural death. 

Bro. Duncombe represented the county of Oxford in the Provin- 
cial Legislature, and, as has been stated, was sent as a delegate to 
England on behalf of the Reform party. In the troublous days of 1837 
he was a prominent figure in the western part of the province. Wheti 
w^ord came from the east that Toronto was in the possession of men 
under McKenzie, Bro. Duncombe, as a prominent Reformer, was 
asked to raise a corps of men to advance to the assistance of the cause, 
but this he declined to do. Notwithstanding his refusal, a large num- 
ber of men collected at the village of Scotland, seven miles from Bur- 
ford. The doctor had been at Norwich and there learned that Col. 
Sir Allan MacNab was advancing with a large force, so that he felt 
more justified than ever in pointing out that whatever justice there 
was in the cause they advanced, to oppose overwhelming forces would 
be madness. He, therefore, advised the people to return to their 
homes. 

His views, however, were well known to be antagonistic to the 
government, and Bro. Duncombe had to say farewell to his home and 
friends. A reward of $800 had been offered for his capture and the 
incidents of his escape are to a certain extent humorous. Feeling 
certain that his personal liberty was in danger he quietly bade adieu 
to a few friends, and saddling a horse rode into Norwich. W^hile 
cros:sing a mill pond which had been frozen over sufficiently strong, 
as he thought, to bear horse and rider, a mishap occurred. The ice 
gave way, but after a struggle the doctor succeeded in saving both 
himself and his faithful steed, and wet and exhausted, found a refuge in 
the farm house of a friend, where his clothes were dried and a com- 
fortable meal provided. His appetite had scarcely been satisfied when 
word came that his escape was known and the farmhouses were being 
searched by the loyalists. The house in which he had been shown 
hospitality was not large and the hiding places were consequently few. 
The barn in which was stored the winter supply of hay was too con- 
spicuous a place for concealment, so with the ingenuity of her sex 
the good wife of the house quickly suggested that the doctor should 
sleep in the old fashioned four post bed, so popular in the days of our 
grandmothers — with its huge feather mattress and its tent-like cover- 
ing, both favorable for the purpose. 

The rap-rap-rap came to the door and quickly the farmer friend 
was out of his bed, the house and barn were searched, a tallow dip 
aiding in the exploration beneath the bed. Decency forbade the turn- 
ing of the good wife out of her rest, and so the doctor was unmolested. 

This is the story given by his daughter, Mrs. Tafford, of Paris, 
Ontario, a very worthy woman, who is yet to ^the fore. The doctor 
knew that his horse was stabled in the small barn, so early in the 
morning when he presumed his pursuers would be seeking rest from 
their labors, he was up with the lark and reached another friend's 
house between Norwich and Oxford, where again he was hidden for 
twenty-four hours. This time he was not comfortably ensconsed in 
bed, but had to sit in a cellar under the farm house, which was built 
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partially on the side of a sloping piece of ground, in order that good 
drainage as well as storage could be secured. Here he had the 
pleasure of hearing another party of men expressing their eagerness 
tc capture him, and he was afraid that even the ticking of his watch 
would reveal his hiding place. This was towards evening, and, know- 
ing that the loyalists had searched the hay-mow, he quietl}^ left the 
cellar, just a few moments before active search was made in it for his 
person. After his pursuers had left, his friends in the house dressed 
him in the garb of a Quaker, and gave him a horse to carry him into 
Oxford, now the town of IngersolL He was but a few miles on the 
road, when he met a party who were in search of him, but not recog- 
nizing his face, told him that they were after Doc. Dunconibe," for 
whose capture $800 had been offered. They went their way and Dun- 
combe kept along the main road to Oxford and stopped at Putnam's, 
where he had often met his brethren of the Craft. He was scarcely 
seated when a number of Indians made their appearance. Opening the 
door without ceremony they declared that they were bound to have 

the Medicine Man Duncombe " dead or alive, for they wanted the 
reward/' The doctor's face being unknown to them and his Quaker 
garb completely changing his appearance he again escaped capture. 

After a good rest he left Putnam's and jogged along the London 
roa3 until he reached the house of a Mr. Douglas, where he stopped 
all night. The next night the farm house w^as bvirned to the ground. 
He had in the meantime arrived at his sister's near London, where by 
the aid of one of her friends he w^as enabled to continue his tiiglit. Once 
again he had to don another garb. Tilden, his sister*s friend, with his 
wife and child, was going to Windsor, and after dressing Duncombe as 
an old woman and calling him Aunt NTanc} , ' they drove along the 
main road leading to the western end of that part of the province. 
Every avenue of escape was guarded. At the cross roads the loyalists 
had the militia posted to search every vehicle and question its 
occupants. The doctor's clean shaven face aided his disguise. Late 
on the evening of the third day the party arrived at Windsor. Tilden 
asked for lodging at the hotels for himself, wife, child and aged aunt, 
but the enquiry at all the principal hostelries brought the reply that 
the court was sitting and that the militia officers » the court officials 
and jurymen were occupying all the spare room. Well," said 
Tilden to a tavern-keeper who could not accommodate him, give 
me a boy to guide me across the river, if you cannot give us lodging.'' 
This was agreed to. The river was frozen over. There were no 
steamers in those days, whose mission was to keep the ice broken to 
accommodate railwaj^ trains. So Tilden and his party passed down the 
road that led to the crossing, which was staked out with green boughs 
in the ice, and quickly made his way to the American side, telling the 
boy, when half way over, to go back and tell the landlord that he had 

helped Doc. Duncombe out of the country." 

After the Canadian rebellion Bro. Duncombe resided for nearly 
ten years in the State of New York, part of the time at Lockport, 
where he carried on his practice as a physician. In 1843 was par- 
doned by the Crown, and in 1866 paid his only visit since the days of 
1837 to Burford. He visited many of his old friends, and did not 
forget Mr. Tilden, who had helped him in the time of trouble, and to 
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whose boy child he bequeathed a farm of 200 acres as a token of his 
gratitude for his father's services. He migrated to Cahfornia in 1868 
and there resumed his practice as a physician. He suffered from an 
attack of sunstroke in this western land, which had the effect of 
changing the color of his hair from an iron grey to a jet black. After 
a successful and honorable career he died in Hicksville, California, on 
the 1st October, 1875, and having been born in 1794, was seventy-five 
years of age. He affiliated with the Craft when he first went to Cali- 
fornia, and was buried with Masonic honors in the cemetery at 
Sacramento. He left two brothers, David and Klijah Duncombe, both 
of whom were members of the Craft, and he had one son and three 
daughters, two of whom are alive, Mrs. Tafford of Paris, Ontario, and 
Mrs. Smith, of Niagara Falls. His son died some > ears ago. 

In Masonry he was very active, well posted in the work and a 
brother who could be relied upon at all times, when lodges were 
pressed for expert workers and needed more substantial aid. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

History of a Proposal to Erect a Provincial Grand War- 
rant IN 1836, AT London, Upper Canada. 

The reader of Craft history may express surprise that the sub- 
ordinate lodges in Upper Canada did not take more effective steps to 
secure an organized government for the Craft in 1830 when the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge became practically dormant. Many circum- 
stances of a conflicting character, however, operated against the forma- 
tion of a new Provincial Grand Lodge. In the first place the Grand 
warrant of R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray and the Grand East of the 
second Provincial Grand Lodge were at York from 1822, and when 
in 1834 that town became incorporated as the city of Toronto the 
Craft were more than ever anxious to see the Grand East in that city, 
for they naturally felt that their past exertions in Craft work entitled 
them to consideration when the permanent seat of Masonic govern- 
ment in the province was selected. In the second place the Morgan 
trouble, while not materially affecting the Canadian Craft, may have 
restrained, to a certain extent, the brethren from organizing until the 
excitement consequent upon that unfortunate event liad passed away. 
And again those most deeply interested in Craft work claimed that to 
continue the itinerant system between York and Kingston so divided 
the interest in the governing body that unless a permanent home was 
made for the Grand East any steps towards revival would be futile. 

These reasons, while contributing to the continued inactivity 
amongst the Craft rulers, would not have prevailed to any degree had 
the Craft authorities in England interested themselves in Canadian 
w^ork. The archives of the Grand Lodges of England and Canada 
from 1830-45 show that little or no correspondence was carried on, 
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and that nothing was being done to place on a proper footing Masonry 
in the Province of Upper Canada. 

It is, therefore, not surprising that in some of the lodges dis- 
satisfaction prevailed, so that the western attempt to secure for the 
Craft a governing body was not a matter of surprise. One of the ac- 
tive lodges of its day and generation from 182^-36 was Mount Moriah, 
No. 20, P. R., No. 773, E. R., which met in London, C. W., from 1822- 
48. The minutes of this lodge have been preserved from 1839 to 1846, 
*and fortunately in its minute book is a record of a meeting held at 
London in 1836, when a Provincial Grand Lodge for Upper Canada 
was established and a Grand Master and officers elected. The brethren 
of Oxford (Ingersoll), Brantford and London, were concerned in the 
proposed reorganization. 

The minutes of Mount Moriah lodge, for 24th November, 1835, 
are those of an emergent meeting convened specially to appoint a 
committee of five members of the lodge to proceed to Oxford to meet 
delegates from that place and from Brantford, to take into considera- 
tion the propriety of forming a Provincial Grand Lodge. After the 
question had been debated for some time the meeting was fixed for 
Thursday, November 26th, and the following committee appointed, 
viz.: Bros. Joshua Putnam, Gardner Myrick, Wm. Niles, Wm. Putnam 
and John O^Neil." 

At a meeting of Mount Moriah on December ist, a resolution 
was passed confirming the proceedings of the convention at Oxford 
forming the Grand Lodge/' 

These are all the facts obtainable from the actual minutes of 
Mount Moriah lodge. An examination of the minutes of King Hiram 
lodge at Ingersoll does not reveal any information as from 1835-52 
they have not been preserved. 

In the minute book of Mount Moriah is the following memo.: 

London, twenty-third day of February, 1836. Proceedings of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, met at the Lodge room. Mansion 
House Hotel, London." 

This paragraph was partially erased by the secretary, yet it never- 
theless gives the date and place of the meeting of the new^ body, 
information not contained in the actual minutes. This entry is follow- 
ed by a few blank pages and then are given the minutes of the 
organization of the proposed Provincial Grand Lodge, which are un- 
dated. These minutes may be regarded as unimportant from the fact 
that the proposal did not result in a permanent organization, yet it 
evidenced the views of a section of the Craft which had always been 
active in the work of the western part of the province. The minutes 
read : 

^ meeting of Delegates from the different Lodges in Upper Canada 
held at the Lodge Room in London pursuant to Resolutions to that effect 
f,^/^^? former meeting at Oxford, Br. Wm. Putnam in the chair and Br. 

W. Yule, Secretary, it was 

Resolved— That no Lodge should be considered represented unlefs by the 
Master or Wardens or their proxies. 

Resolved— that the proceedings of the former meeting at Oxford 26th 
Nov. last be Read. Read acordingly. 

Resolved— that all Communications from the different Lodges be Read 
— and Read accordingly. 
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Resolved — that all Brethren present be allowed to have a vote on all or 
any motions that may be brot. forward at this meeting. 

Motioned that the Brethren present shall constitute a Grand Lodge and 
proceed to the Election of Grand Officers pro tem. ; Brother Wm. Putnam 
Elected Right Worshipful Grand Master, pro tem,; B. Levi Merrick, R. W. 
D. G. M. pro tem.; B. Rufus Cotton, G. S. W., pro tem.; B. Patrick, G. J. 
W., pro tem. 

B. Wm. Thompson, G. S. pro tem. 

B. Wm. Niles, G. Tr. pro tem. 

B. John O'Neil, G. S. D. pro tem. 

B. H. Gates, G. J. D. pro tem. 

B. Elijah E. Duncomb, and B. Collans, G. Stds., pro tem. 

B. Benjamin Bartlett, G. Marshal, pro tem. 

B. Gregory, G. Tyler, pro tem. 

'* Lodge opened on the third Degree. 

Motioned that we proceed to the Election of Grand Officers. Motioned 
that we elect our Grand OfHcers by Ballot. 
B. Charles Duncomb, R. W. G. M. 
B. Wm. Putnam, D. G. M. 
B. Rufus Cotton, G. S W. 
B. Jacob Patrick, G. J. W. 

B. Wm. Niles, G. Treasurer. * 
B. William Yule, G. Secretary. 
B. Joshua Putnam, G. S. D. 
B. John O^Neil, G. J. D. 

The Reverend Brother Gable, G. Chaplain. 
B. Elijah Duncomb, G. R. 
B. Levi Merrick, G. S. B. 

B. Benjamin Bartlett and B. Gregory, G. S. 
B. Dudley Merrels, G. T. 

" Motioned and carried the present Grand Lodge meet on Tuesday pre- 
ceding the full moon in February next for the purpose of installing the Grand 
Officers at the hour of two o'clock p.m. 

Lodge closed in form. 

This newly formed Provincial Grand Lodge held it is believed but 
one meeting". There is no record of a meeting in February, 1836, for 
the purposes of installation, and no reference to the body in the 
minutes or records of the third Provincial Grand Lodge of 1845. 

The state of Masonry in the province of Lower Canada in the year 
1836 may be estimated from the following paragraph published in 
The Freemasons' Quarterly Review/' London, 30th June, of that 
year: 

" The want of Provincial Grand Lodges is most severely felt by those 
brethren who are anxious to promote Freemasonry in this part of the world 
and again those who are lukewarm in the same cause plead that as the Pro- 
vincial rulers set so indifferent an example it is not necessary for them to 
bestir themselves. We envy the British Masons the advantages they possess 
and the opportunity they have of manifesting the valued privileges of the 
Order. An active Provincial Ruler would soon fan the embers and rekindle 
the spirit w^hich however dormant is not extinct ; but without the due effect 
of a public authority the subordinate Lodges can hardly be expected to work 
well." 

The paragraph was from a correspondent in Quebec. The 
governing bodies of the Craft, both in Upper and Lower Canada, at 
this period, were, if not quite dead, dormant almost beyond resuscita- 
tion. 

13a 
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CHAPTER XX. 

A Proposed Reconstruction of the Provincial Grano Lodge in 
^^37' — ^ Letter to Bro. John Dean. 

There was an attempt to revive the Provincial Grand Lodge in 
1837. How^ much progress was made in this effort is not known. It 
was not, however, a success for we can find neither record nor refer- 
ence to the reorganization in any of the Grand Lodge MSS. or in the 
minutes of any of the lodges which were at work m that year in the 
jurisdiction. The clue to this proposed revival is found in a single 
sheet of manuscript, a letter from W. Bro. W. J. Kerr, at Wellington 
Square, to V. W. Bro. John Dean at Toronto, 

W. Bro. Kerr was an enthusiastic Mason and was the W. M. of 
Barton lodge in 1842-43. 

R. W. Bro. Beikie was the R. W. D. P. G. Master referred to in 
the letter, Bro. Dean had evidently written by his instructions, for 
the letter shows that others had also been summoned to assist in re- 
organizing the Provincial Grand Lodge/' The letter read: 

Welling^ton Square, 7th of Sept., 1837. 
Brother Dean, — I have received your communication of the 30th ult., as 
directed by the W. D. P. G. Master : and in answer, have to acquaint you 
that I will send someone to attend at Toronto, on the 2Sth instant, as re- 
quested, and I he^ leave to assure you that I feel sensibly the importance of 
the distinguished situation the D. P. G, jXI. has been pleased to appoint me 
in reorganizing the Provincial Grand Lodge . 

I am, Sir and Brother, fraternally yours, 

William J. Kerr. 

John Dean, Esq., Toronto, 

The government records shov^^ that Bro. John Dean was in 
Toronto from 1835 until 1S41. The Barton lodge at Hamilton was 
dormant from 18 10 until 1841, so that there is no record in the 
possession of that lodge. St. Andrew's lodge. No. 1, Toronto, was 
dormant from 1835 vmtil 1840 ; therefore, no docunientarA^ evitlcnce is 
obtainable from its records. As the newspapers of Toronto contain no 
notice of the meeting it is fair to presume that it did not take 
place. It is also well known that about this period political excitement 
ran to an extreme, culminating in the rebellion of 1837, which may 
have been another reason for not carrying out the intention to re- 
organize the provincial body. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

Thk Condition of the Craft in 1837. — Thk Recommendation of 

R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. 

There can be no doubt that R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray was 
deeply interested in the state of the Craft in Canada. In the frequent 
visits which he made to this side of the Atlantic he kept up that interest 
and was always ready to co-operate with the brethren, who from 1822 
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had been coiicerned in the work of the second Provincial ( irand 
Lodge. 

In 1837 correspondence from Canada, the dormant condition of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge, which with so much labor he had 
organized, and the general state of unrest in Upper Canada, deter- 
mined matters in the mind of R. W. Bro. McGillivray. Mis friend, an 
officer of the United Grand Lodge of England, r»ro. John Auldjo, was 
lea\'ing for Canada, and so that thorough enquiry could be made and 
explanations given why Craft matters were at a standstill, Bro. Auldjo, 
was appointed Deputy Provincial Grand Master. The letter of R. W. 
Bro. McGillivray best explains the reasons for the appointment. He 
says : — 

London, 29th May, 1S37. 

To John Auldjo, Ksq. : 
My Dear Sir and Brother, — 

In confiding to you, with the sanction of His Royal Highness, the M. W. 
Grand Master, a patent, appointing you to be my Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master for the Province of Upper Canada, it is proper that I should give you 
some instructions, as to the object for which that appointment -has been 
bestowed on you. 

It is useless to refer to the circumstances, which for a period of near 
twelve years have interrupted my personal communication with our Masonic 
brethren in Upper Canada. About one-half of that period I have resided in 
Mexico, and both before my departure to that country, and since my return 
fioni thence, I have tendered to the Al. W. Grand Master my resignation of 
the office of Provincial Grand Master, but when asked, as I have been, to 
recommend my successor, I have been at a loss to name a brother, whom I 
could answer for as in all respects competent to the charge, and thus the 
matter has from time to time been postponed, till now that your intended visit 
to America gives me an opportunity to inqviire into the state of Masonry in 
the province, and thereon to determine what ulterior measures it may then 
be fit to recommend to the consideration of His Royal Highness, the Grand 
Master. 

When I originally undertook a Masonic mission to Upper Canada, in 
the year 1822, I had no instructions to gtiide my proceedings beyond those 
contained in the book of Constitutions and my own Masonic experience. You 
have, in addition, the example of my proceedings, which it will be safe for 
yoTi to follow, because they have been fully approved and confirmed by the 
Grand Lodge, The report of my proceedings in 1822, which I presented to 
the Grand Master, has been mislaid, and the only copy of it which I had, I 
sent to my then Deputy, Bro. John Beikie, in October, 1825, and I hand you 
herewith his letter acknowledging the receipt of it, and of other documents, 
^\'hich I hope you will find forthcoming in the province. From the follow- 
ing documents which I now hand you, you will derive much information, and 
I recommend them to your careful study, viz.: — 

A. — A printed circular, addressed by me to the lodges in Upper Canada, loth 

Oct., 1825. 

B. ^ — Original draft of my letter of instructions to John Beikie, Esq., on ap- 

pointing him to be Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 26th Oct., 1825. 
" Mr. Beikie's letter, acknowledging receipt of the same, and of other docu- 
ments, I2th Nov., 1825. 

A letter of the T6th Nov., 1825. from Mr. B. Turquand. then appointed 
Grand Secretary. 

C. A letter addressed to me by the Grand Secretaries of the Grand Lodge. 

providing for the temporary succession of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
in the event of the death of the Provincial Grand Master. 
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D. — A circular letter to the lodges in Upper Canada, granting them certain 
exceptions as to fees, etc. 

These documents contain nearly all the information in my power to give 
you, as from my want of communication with the province, I really do not 
know who of the brethren are still alive, or still remaining in Upper Canada, 
but you can be at no loss to find those of them who are public functionaries, 
at or near the seat of government (formerly York, now Toronto), as was the 
case with Colonel Fitzgibbon, my first Deputv, Bro. Beikie, his successor. B. 
Turquand, who has been already mentioned, and Bra. Thomas Mercer Jones, 
one of the commissioners of the Canada Company. I do not give you letters 
to any of these gentlemen, because I do not know whom, among them, you 
may most promptly meet, but this letter, which you may produce to any of 
them, will serve as an introduction, and your patent is at once an introduc- 
tion to every Mason in the province. 

I request you, then, with all possible celerity, to put yourself in communi- 
cation with the lodges, and the brethren throughout the province, so as on your 
return to be able to give me a detailed report, something similar to that which, 
on my return in 1822, I laid before the Grand Master, and for which I received 
a vote of thanks from the Grand Lodge. The copy of that report, which I 
entrusted to Bro. Beikie, I request you to get into your possession, and to 
bring me. on your return, as it is wanted for the use of the Grand Lodge. 

In your appointments of Provincial Grand Officers you will, of course, 
endeavour to select those brethren, whom you shall find to be the best quali- 
fied, and the most respected by the fraternity at large, and your report will, 
of course, comprise a list of all such appointments. 

I found it necessary to have two Provincial Grand Secretaries, viz. : Bro 
Turquand at York, and Bro. Dean at Kingston, and you will see in my in- 
structions ' to Bro. Beikie, the suggestion of holding alternate meetings of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge at each of these two cities. The province is, in fact, 
too extensive for one Provincial Grand Lodge, and in consequence of a repre- 
sentation to that effect, which I made to the W. G. M., I have obtained 
authority from His Royal Highness to divide Upper Canada into two Masonic 
Provinces (those of Toronto and of Kingston) and to constitute a Provincial 
Grand Lodge for each of them. That authority, however, I shall not in the 
present instance act upon, but shall wait for your report of the state of 
Masonry throughout the province generally, so far as you may be able to 
ascertain the same. Your mission is a temporary one, devised principally for 
the sake of obtaining such information as may lead to the formation of more 
permanent arrangements, and by giving such information, as well as by 
regulating, as far as you can, the lodges now placed under your charge, you 
have the opportunity of rendering a very important service to the cause of 
Masonry. 

Wishing you every success in your mission, and a safe return therefrom. 
I remain with regard. 

My Dear Sir and Brother, 

Simon McGillivray, P. G. M. 

Documents delivered to John Auldjo, Esq., with my patent to him as 
Prov'L D. G. M. for Upper Canada, 

A. — Copy of my circular to the lodges in Upper Canada, loth Oct., 1825. 

B. — Copy of my letter to John Beikie, Esq., P. D. G. M., 26th Oct., 1825, and 

his answer, 12th Nov., also letter from B. Turquand, i6th Nov. 

C. — Letter from Grand Secretaries, 12th June, 1826, providing for death or 

resignation of Prov'l. G. M. (delivered to Bernard Turquand, Esq., Grand 
Registrar). 

D. — Spare circulars to the lodges in Upper Canada with regulations as to fees. 


There is no record of the work of Bro. John Auldjo, who appa- 
rently visited Canada in 1837-38. Nor is there any record of Grand 
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Lodge proceedings from 18^6 until 1S45, although there is evidence 
that the Provincial Grand Lodge met from 1S22 until 1829. From 
that year all information is a blank, and from the result of enquiries 
made to the late R. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, of Toronto, and the 

late R. W. Bro. Richard Bull, of Hamilton, it seems certain that of the 
years named no printed minutes were ever issued, and that from 1829 
down to 1845 no meeting of any governing body of the Craft was held 
in Upper Canada, 

The absolute void of Grand Lodge reports, or memoranda of any 
description, makes the work of compilation difficult in the extreme. 
In 1837, a letter written by W. Bro. Thomas Mercer Jones, a past 
Grand officer of the Provincial Grand Lodge, to Bro. Fitzgibbon, at 
Toronto, shows that Craft matters had evidently not been prosperous. 
In this letter he refers to " our first meeting.'' Does that indicate tliat 
Grand Lodge had not been meeting with its former regularity? The 
letter states: — 

Goderich, 24th August, 1837. 

My Dear Fitz, — 

Will you be good enough to beg of Bro. Dean to write the following 
gentlemen, requesting to know whether they feel disposed to join our Grand 
Lodge, on its establishment at Toronto. I had written circulars to each, but 
on further consideration, I deemed it better, as Mr. Dean had been the former 
Grand Secretary, provided he would take the trouble, for him to do so, and 
more especially as he is well known to them all. At the same time, he might 
beg of them to meet us in Toronto on the 2Sth September, the period fixed 
on for holding our first meeting, when I hope they will attend, and accept 
the various offices which we have allotted to them. 

Adiel Sherwood, Esq., Senior Grand Warden. 

Rev. Dr. Phillips, Rev. Mr, Smart, Grand Chaplains. 

Wm. J. Kerr, Esq., Senior Grand Deacon. 

I am making arrangements for the formation of a lodge in this place, and 
I think we shall have a very good one. 

Believe me always, 

iMy dear Fitz. 

Yours faithfully. 

Thos. Mercer Jones. 

I should write Bro. Dean myself but that I have not his address nor am 
I sure of his Christian name, but I know a good fellow like yourself will not 
mind the trouble on such an occasion. Hereafter I shall cause you as little as 
possible. 

It is very improbable that this proposed meeting referred to by 
Bro. Jones was ever held. The province of Upper Canada was about 
this time deeply agitated by poHtical events, and as Bro. Fitzgibbon 
was in command of the militia at York, he was fully occupied with 
the exciting events of the period, and could scarcely devote himself to 
^Masonry. Moreover, there is no mention of such a meeting in the 
daily papers of the period, nor in any minutes of the lodges which at 
that time were meeting regularly. 

In the MSS. of John Dean, dated 7th September, 1837, is a com- 
munication from W. Bro. W. J. Kerr, of Wellington Square, with 
reference to the proposed reorganization of the Grand^ Lodge. 

This letter has been given, and refers to the same meeting as that 
mentioned in the letter of Bro. Thomas Mercer Jones. 
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Prior to the reorganization of the Provincial Grand Lodj^e R. W. 
Bro. Ziba M. PhilHps, who had taken a deep interest ni the work as 
president of the Convention of 1820 at ±vingston, awakened to the fact, 
that as the Craft needed a governing Head, he as tlie heir apparent to 
the Masonic throne, by virtue of the omce that he had held, would 
endeavour to reorganize the Craft, and for that purpose called a nieet- 
ing of representatives at Kingston on the -24th February ,, 1842^ and 
formally reorganized the dormant Grand Loage, originally instituted 
by R. W. Bro. Simon McGilHvray. Of the proceedings of this body 
there are but few records extant, although printed documents were 
issued by R. W. Bro. Phillips, stating his case for the approval of the 
Canadian Craftsmen. 

That his work was recognized by the Craft in general, is shown 
b\^ the attempt of the Provincial (jrand Lodge of 1845, to discipline 
him for irregular work. Bro. Phillips claimed that his work was 
not only regular, but that his Masonic ancestry did not germ into life 
with himself, but that his father before him had been honoured with a 
warrant for a lodge by H, R. H. the Duke of Kent. Of the status 
of his warrant, whether it was one for a private or provincial lodge, 
there are no records available; indeed, it is doubtful if the warrant was 
ever in operation, 

Bro. McGillivray visited Canada again about 1838. On his return 
to England in 1839 he reported his views to the M. VV., the Grand 
Master, and expressed his determination that one more effort should 
be made to reorganize. He saw that something definite would have 
to be done to adjust matters in connection with the Provincial Grand 
Lodge. He had a personal interview with the AT. W, G. M., the Duke 
of Sussex, and on his advice it v/as determined to divide Copper Canada 
into two Masonic provinces, one with its Grand East at York and the 
other at Kingston, Bro. AIcGillivray being the Provincial Grand 
Master of each. This was an elaboration of the scheme dividing the 
provincial body into an eastern and western section, but it never 
came into effect, partly owing to Bro. McGillivray's absence in Mexico. 
The information on this point, which only came to light in 1S93, 
through an examination of MSS., dated 1839, the archives of the 
Grand Lodge at London, may better be given in R. W. Bro. Mc- 
GilHvray's own words. It was in a memo, prepared for the Grand 
Master of England, prior to advising him as to the appointment of a 
new Deputy Provincial Grand Master to succeed R. W. Bro. Beikie, 
who had resigned. In this memo. Bro. McGilHvra}^ said: 

Memo, on Masonry in Canada. 

In the year 1828, on my sug^g^estion, and in anticipation of a voyage, 
which I had then some thousrhts of making to America, the Grand Master 
determined to divide the Province of Upper Canada into two Masonic Pro- 
\rinces — York, which would now be Toronto, and Kingston. And H. R. H. 
was pleased to grant me warrants as Provincial G. M. for both these new 
Provinces, in order that I might endeavor to constitute ProvL Grand Lodges, 
and to find proper persons to appoint as my Deputies or to recommend as my 
succefsors. 

This plan failed, partly in consequence of my going to Mexico. Two 
Deputies whom I appointed in succefsion, Fit5rgibbon and Beikie, resigned, 
besides having previously failed in some points of duty ; especially in com- 
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munications and remittances to the Grand Lodge. I subsequently, after my 
return from Mexico, appointed Br. Auldjo, whose proceedings, so far as he 
had time, were satisfactory to me, and whose report I submitted to the M. 
W. G. M. 

My , Resignation as Provl. G, M. for Upper Canada was unnecefsary, 
because the M. W. G. Al. could at any time, without it, have appointed a suc- 
cefsor, but it was meant merely to open the way to the superior authority 
ttien proposed to be given to the Karl of Durham, and as that arrangement 
did not take place and no succefsor has been appointed, I still hold the war- 
rant. 

''There are, therefore, four Provincial Warrants open for Canada, viz.: 
Quebec, in place of the late Br. Dunechau — Montreal, in place of the late Br. 
Molson — and Toronto and Kingston, in Upper Canada when the right men 
can be found to be appointed ; but the difficulty has p.lways been to find In- 
dividuals, combining the requisite station and influence in the Province wath 
the necefsary Masonic knowledge and zeal in the cause ; besides which I 
should deem it desirable that these Provl. G. M's should have some connexion 
with England and be known in Grand Lodge. 

" I would on these grounds recommend the appointment of Bro. Auldjo 
of ^Montreal, and also order him to make a general report on the state of 
Masonry throughout the Province. 

Simon McGillivray. 

''London, i ith Novr., 1839.'' 

None of these proposals were ever carried into effect, and, as in 
the following- year Bro. McGillivra3'^ died, whatever interest had been 
created in England by his Masonic work in Canada, seems to have 
lap^^-ed. 

The state of Masonry in many provinces where the Provincial 
Grand Lodges had become dormant had so impressed the Grand 
L-odge of England that it had determined to place those which were 
without district lodges under the care of the Grand Registrar. A 
Canadian newspaper, the name of which is not given, contained a para- 
g^raph on the subject in 1839, and the Freemasons' Quarterly 
Review,'' of March 30th, 1839. on page 109, quotes the Canadian 
paragraph under the heading of Quebec : 

It is understood that the Grand Lodge has passed a resolution to place 
all districts where there is not a Provincial Grand Lodge under the superin- 
tendence of the Grand Registrar and much anxiety is felt that the authority 
of that officer has not yet extended to this colony where it is so much wanted." 

The truth is that, while the Provincial Grand Lodge for Lower 
Canada from 1792- 1830 was a much better managed instittition, from a 
Masonic standpoint, than that of Upper Canada, yet it had its days of 
inactivity, if not of dormancy, so that the paragraph was justified by 
the facts, and shows the state of the Craft in the sister province in 1839. 

But the next decade was one filled with good work for Masonry.' 
History repeats itself, and what the Craft of the Midland district had 
done in 1817-22 was about- to be repeated, to a limited extent, in a 
proposed revival at Kingston, Smith's Falls and Kemptville between 
1842 and 1845. 
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CHAPTKR XXII- 

The Attempted Revival of Masonry by R. W. Bro, ^iba 
M. Phillips. — Convention in 1842-43. — A Fourth -Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge under R. W. Bro. Phillips in 
1844-45. 

The neglect of the brethren in the western part of the jurisdiction 
to make any effort to revive the dormant Provincial Grand Lodge, 
which had been organized by R. W. Bro. Simon McGiUivray in 1822, 
and which had to all intents and purposes ceased work about 1830, 
was alone sufficient to completely demoralize the vitality of the sub- 
ordinate lodges, and also led to a considerable conflict of opmion as 
to whom of right the charge and direction of the Craft belonged. And 
while due regard must be paid to the work of such lodges as Barton 
at Hamilton, St. Andrew's at Toronto, and a few other of the 
western bodies, it must be recollected that these lodges, being fairly 
prosperous had something to live for, as they paid their fees and re- 
ported direct to the United Grand Lodge of England. 

The lodges in the east were anxious for a permanent head and 
were continually agitating along that line. The residence of R. 
Bro. Z. M. Phillips in the Johnstown district naturally gave the lodges 
coi rage and they were not satisfied to pay tribute to England unless 
the mother Grand Lodge provided them with a governing head. 

In 1822 R. W. Bro. McGillivray had honored R. W. Bro. Z. M. 
Phillips with the rank of Deputy Provincial Grand Master, on account 
of his energy and active work in the Craft from 181 7-1822. The Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge had on the departure of R. W. Bro. ^McGiUivray 
for England, been under the control of R. W. Bros. James Fitzgibbon, 
1822-26, and R. W. Bro. John Beikie from 1826-30, but the departure 
of Bro. Fitzgibbon for England in 1845, the death about 1S41 of 

Bro. Beikie, left the governing body of the Craft without a head. It 
it true that the subordinate lodges met with regularity and ran along 
in a happy-go-lucky manner, waiting for some constituted authority 
to turn up, but there was a restlessness in Craft circles that covild not 
be allayed by any other method than either the reorganization of the 
second Provincial Grand Lodge or the formation of an independent 
Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge of England with an apathy that to 
this day is a mystery, neglected every opportunity of cultivating the 
Craft field in L^pper Canada. As in 1817-22, so in 1840-44, moneys 
were remitted to England, letters were mailed, asking for some recog- 
•nitic/n of the work in Canada, but without avail. Moneys were not 
acknowledged nor letters deemed worthy of attention. So that it was 
not to be wondered at that in T842, twelve years after the second Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge had passed into a somnolent condition, R. W. 
Bro. Z. M. PhilHps, with his undoubted right under his patent of au- 
thority, undertook to straighten out the tangled meshes of the web 
into which the provincial authority had fallen. 

From the days of 1832 there had been an effort to reorganize the 
provincial body, and in 1838 W. Bro. Mercer Jones, of Goderich, IJ. 
C, had actually selected a date for a proposed organization, while 
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down to 1841 a strong desire was evinced for a local governing body. 

Bro. Phillips lived at Brockville and, as in 1787-1817, so in 1842, 
this place was a centre for Craft work, and although lodge. No. 3, did 
not take any active part with Bro. Phillips, it -did not create nor throw 
difiliculties in his way. After consultation with the leading brethren 
in the Johnstown district, Bro. Phillips determined on action and 
promptly issued a circular summoning the lodges to unite in conven- 
tion on the 24th February, 1843. 

In the Phillips MSS. is a copy of the summons for this meeting, 
which was sent to all the lodges in Upper Canada. it reads : — 

Brockville, 20th Jan'y, 1842. 

Sir and Brother, — 

A delegate or delegates from your Lodge is requested to meet other dele- 
gates in a Grand Masonic Convention at Brother Phillips' National Hotel in 
the Town of Kingston on Thursday, the 24th ot February next, at the hour 
of 2 of the Clock, P, M., To take into consideration the state of the Ancient 
Craft in Canada West, and the necessity of forming a permanent Provincial 
Grand Lodge; I w^ould recommend that your representative sHould be at least a 
Past Master. 

I am. Sir, 
Fraternally yours, &c., 

Ziba M. Phillips, 
Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master. 

The W. Master and Wardens of Rideau Lodge. 

It will be observed that R. W. Bro. Phillips signs himself " Past 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master," the honor conferred upon him in 
182^ by R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. The action of Rideau lodge 
v^as prompt and definite. The minutes of that lodge for February 
:2nd, read : — 

The Emergency was called for the purpose of taking into consideration 
a circular addressed to the W. M. and Wardens of the Lodge from Br. Ziba 
M, Phillips, P. D. P. G. M., recommending the appointment of delegates to 
meet in Kingston for the purpose of forming a permanent Provincial Grand 
Lodge — which circular was read in open Lodge. 

Moved by Br. A. Adams, seconded by Br. Reuben Olmstead. that Br. 
G. L. Burritt, W. M., be a delegate agreeably to the above requisition. 
Carried. 

Moved by Br. G. L. Burritt, seconded by Br. R. Nicholson, that Br. A. 
Adams be a delegate as before. Carried.'* 

The original records of the proceedings have not been preserved, 
btit fortunately by a correspondent, through the columns of The Ma- 
sonic Register of Saturday, loth September, 1842, an American maga- 
zine, we have an official copy of the proceedings. The Canadian 
Craftsman who wrote to the Register was probably Bro. Ebenezer 
Bell of Smith's Falls, and his letter shows the serious difficulties under 
which the Craft labored from the want of a Provincial Grand Master. 
This was in 1842, and the convention included the leading* members 
of the Craft in the Johnstown district, which was formed by the coun- 
ties of Grenville and Leeds and the Bathurst district, which embraced 
the cotmties of LanarVr and Renfrew. 

The lodges of Upper Canada had been notified to attend, R. W. 
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Bro. Phillips assuming the avithority to call the meeting as a Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master under his patent from the late K. W. Bro. 
McGillivra) , in fact, Bro. Phillips was the oidy brother in the juris- 
diction holding that rank, for R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon, the P. D. 
G. of 1822, was in Montreal, and for twenty years had not taken 
any part in Craft work. 

The action of Bro. Phillips so interested the officials of the old 
Provincial Grand Lodge of 1S22 that K. W. Bros. Bernard Turquand, 
of Toronto, and John Dean, of Bath, knowing that a convention had 
been called and at the solicitation of a brother, they attended the 
meeting. 

The letter to the American Register is important, as it gives from 
a writer of that period an opinion of the state of the Craft and a justi- 
fication for the action of R. W. Bro. Phillips. The letter is headed 
Smith^s Falls (on the Rideau), Canada West, August 12th, 1843/' 
Fift}' years ago it was often considered necessary to give not only the 
post office address but some other indication of locality. The writer 
then states: — 

Sir and M. E. Comp: — 

By the bond of the Ancient Craft, I am moved to address you, cherish- 
ini^ the hope that a regular reciprocation of brotherly sentiment and of com- 
munication, may arise between the members of our institution in the United 
States and in Canada. Your 'American Alasonic Register ' is now received 
here by our Lodge of St. Francis, through which we become acquainted with 
the gratifying revival of Masonry, after a dark period of unmerited persecution, 
in a country where, from all that we have learned, it once shone with peculiar 
Kistre, and where its blessed fruits were brought to the highest maturity. 

" It will doubtless be gratifying to our Brethren on the South of the 
mighty St. Lawrence, to learn that the Craft in Canada West, have lately 
begun to return to work with renovated vigour. It has been much against 
the advancement of Masonry here, that there has been no Provincial Grand 
Master for many years. Steps have lately been taken to have this remedied. 
Dr. Ziba M. Phillips has, however, as Deputy P. G. Master, been zealous in 
the cause, so far as he had it in his power, and from him some few dispensa- 
tions have been obtained for the holding of lodges in this vicinit3^ That for 
tlie Lodge of St. Francis in this village was the first since the revival of 
Masonry in this part of Canada West. This encouraged the brethren in other 
places, and there are at present five lodges in operation, within the adioining 
Johnstown and Bathurst Districts. I^atterly there has been a Royal Arch 
Chapter established in Smith's Falls, by a warrant from the same officer, who, 
as Provincial Grand Higli Priest is the competent authority, and we are about 
(o obtain a warrant for a Knights Kncampment also." 

From an inspection of the names in old reg^isters it is surmised 
that, at least, four lodg^es were represented at the meetiiig% viz.: St. 
Francis*, at Smith's Falls, Brockville lodg-e, No. 3, Rideau lodge, at 
Burritt's Rapids, and a Kingston lodge. St. Francis' lodge was one of 
the first warranted at this period by R, W. P.ro. Phillips, and, accord- 
ing to the statement in the American Register must have been No. i 
on the list and one of the five lodges mentioned as being in the Johns- 
town and Bathurst districts. It was warranted by Bro. Phillips in 
December, 1839, for its minutes, which contain an account of the in- 
stallation of its of^cers, are extant from 1839-46, In the Johnstown 
district in Leeds county, there were lodges in Bastard, Elizabethtown, 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


203 


Kitley, Lansdowne and Yonge and the town of Brockville, while in 
the Bathurst district in Lanark there was a lodge in Alontague, A 
second lodge was warranted on the 23rd June, 1842, by R. W. Bro. 
PhilHps for the tow^nships of Lansdowne and Yonge. 

The knowledge of the work performed by the convention shows 
that the lodges represented were loyal to the new organization, but 
that as it did not receive the support of the western lodges, those at 
Toronto, Hamilton, London, and other places west of Kingston, it was 
necessarily limited in its influence. That it had not the effect of a 
Provincial Grand Lodge is shown by the fact that in January of 1843 
another convention was called at Kingston on the 7tli February, 1843, 
and each of the lodges was requested to send a delegate to represent 
the lodge in the same/' 

Rideau lodge, for example, was requested to send a delegate. 
Hard times " w^as no stranger to lodges in the pioneer days and, at 
this particular time Rideau lodge was having its period of financial 
depression. It desired to send a delegate but could not afford the 
expense, so they wrote to Bro. Barton PhilHps, of Kingston, asking 
him to act as proxy, and stating that the funds of the Rideau lodge 
being at present low and the sleighing in this part of the province 
bad,'' the lodge " solicits you to act as proxy in the Convention." 

The lodge also fortified its proxy with a resolution, emphatic in 
phrase, to the efTect 

that this lodge desires to become independent of the Grand Lodge of 
Kngland, if said lodge has not ere this attended to the prayer of the petition 
referred for their consideration by the Convention of Canada W^est, met at 
Kingston, on the 24th day of February, 1843/' 

The minutes show the feeling" that prevailed, for a strong desire 
was expressed for a reorganization of the provincial body, with power 
given to the Provincial Grand Master to appoint his successor sub- 
ject to the approval of the provincial body, and that a petition to the 
M. W. the Grand Master of England be forwarded. 

The minutes of the meeting which was held at Phillips' National 
PTotel, on the southwest corner of Wellington and Barrack streets, 
Kingston, read : — 

Minutes of a Grand Masonic Convention, held at Brother Barton 
Phillip's National Hotel, at Kingston, on Tuesday, the 24th day of February, 
A.D. 1842, A.L. 5842. 

Brother Ziba M. Phillips. Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master of 
Canada West, was called to the chair, and Brother Ebeneyier Bell was ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

" The Chairman explained that the object of the meeting was to take into 
consideration the state of Ancient Masonic Craft in Canada, and the propriety 
of petitioning- his Royal Highness, the Duke of Sussex, Grand Master of 
Alascns in England, and the Masonic jurisdiction thereunto belonging-, to 
establish a permanent and continual Provincial Grand Lodge in Canada West, 
with power to the Grand Master to appoint his successor, with the consent of 
the members of Grand Lodge when duly convened. 

" It was moved by Bro. Alexander Matheson, of Smith's Palls, and second- 
ed by Bro. Ezra Annes of Whitby, that a petition be presented to His Royal 
Highness, in accordance with the above explanation. Carried. 

Moved by Bro. Annes. and seconded by Bro. Matheson, that a com- 
mittee of three, namely Bros Watkins, Fourrie. and Annes, be appointv-d to 
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wait on Bros. Turquand and Dean, late Grand Secretaries, to request their 
attendance at this Convention, at nine o'clock to-morrow morning. Carried, 
" The Convention adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow morninc^. 
The Convention reassembled pursuant to adjournment. 

Bros. Turquand and Dean attended, and stated their dissent from any 
proceedings on the ground, that any Convention of Lodges was unauthorized. 
It was, however, decided by the Convention, after examining the Constitu- 
tion of Masonry, that they had a right to meet and petition the Grand Master 
of Kngiand — more especially as no Grand Lodge existed in Canada West, or 
had existed for a number of years. 

" Bro. Ziba M. Phillips, Alexander Matheson, and Ebenezer Bell were 
appointed a Committee to draft a petition to the Most Worshipful Grand Mas- 
ter of England. The Convention adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

The Convention opened pursuant to adjournment. The committee re- 
ported a draft of a petition to His Royal Highness, which was unanimously 
adopted. 

The Honorable Robert Baldwin Sullivan was recommended to His 
Royal Highness as a fit and proper person to fill the office of Provincial 
Grand Master for Canada West. A committee, consisting of Bros. Annes, 
Matheson and Fourrie, was appointed to wait on Bro. Sullivan, to ascertain 
whether he would accept of the appointment. The committee reported a 
favourable answer from Bro. Sullivan. 

The petition to His Royal Highness was then signed by all the brethren 
present, and left in the hands of Bro. Ziba M. Phillips, to obtain signatures, 
and forward the petition to its destination. (Which, after receiving a large 
accession of names, has since been done.) 

" The thanks of the meeting were then unanimously voted to the Chair- 
man and Secretary. 

" The Convention closed in peace and harmony. 

Ziba M. Phillips, Chairman. 
" Ebenezer Bell, Secretary." 

Bros. Turquand and Dean, when they received a copy of the 
American Register/* containing- a report of the proceedings of the 
convention at Kingston, felt that the causes of their dissent should be 
more explicitly stated, so they sent the following joint letter to the 
same journal : — 

To the Kditor of the American Masonic Register. 

Sir & Brother — Having been favoured with the Register of the i6th Sept. 
containing an article headed Masonry in Canada," in which our names 
appear as dissentients, at a meeting held in this place February last, we beg 
to make a few remarks upon the proceedings at said meeting. It may be pro- 
per to premise that our attendance at said meeting was not in obedience to 
authority " or as delegates from any Chapter or Lodge, but merely as in- 
dividuals, at the request of a Brother. 

We did not then, nor do we now, recognize any authority to call said 
meeting, or collectively to transact any Masonic business. 

We recognize only the authority of the United Grand Lodge of England, 
as our late Provincial Grand Lodge is, by the death of our late Provincial 
Grand Master, Simon McGillivray, Esq., extinct. When another Provincial 
Grand Master is appointed by the proper Masonic authority, we shall hold 
ourselves amenable to him, as the constitutional head of the Craft in this 
Province. The Lodges constituted by our late Provincial Grand Master, held 
warrants direct from the M. W. Grand Master of England, and have the 
constitutional right and privilege of direct correspondence with the Grand 
Secretaries in London, their duty as laid down in the Constitutions of the 
United Grand Lodge is to make periodical returns to the United Grand Lodge 
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on the death of a Provincial Grand Master. We are aware of but one Lodge, 
so constituted, at present working in the Province: we allude to St. Andrew's 
Lodge, Prov'l No. i, at Toronto. That Lodge was not represented at this 
meeting, nor in fact was a single Lodge named in its proceedings. The 
Grand Convention so styled, then was merely a meeting of individual Free- 
masons, and as such, had no constitutional right to assume the power of 
petitioning in behalf of the Craft in the Province. 

The minutes of this Convention omit to notice, that at the time of its 
meeting, there were at least four of the Officers of the late Provincial Grand 
Lodge in Kingston, and many others in the Province, not one of whom recog- 
nize the Proceedings as constitutional. 

The Constitutions point out that in every case Lodges must make their 
communications to the Grand Secretary, London. No provision is made for 
any other Body of Free Masons than Lodges, and those Lodges constitution- 
all3' formed, excepting to petition for a warrant of constitution- 
Individual Free Masons, as this Convention can only be considered, should 
not presume to petition the M. W. Grand Master, even for a warrant unless 
the name of every petitioner be duly registered on the books of the United 
Grand Lodge. The appointments of a Provincial Grand Master is a pre- 
rogative of the AL W. Grand Master. It is therefore uncourteous at least, 
for even regularly constituted Lodges to nominate to that office, and much 
more so for individual Free Masons affording no proof of registry. The 
United Grand Lodge has no power to form a Continual Grand Lodge or to 
grant power to a Prov'l Grand Master to appoint his successor, and no regis- 
tered Free Mason under the United Grand Lodge having a competent know- 
ledge of the Constitutions of the United Grand Lodge would affix his signa- 
ture to a petition praying for their violation. 

We recommended the only constitutional course, viz.: That registered 
members of legally constituted Lodges should simultaneously petition the M. 
W. Grand Master, as Lodges, for the appointment of a Provincial Grand 
Master. This course it would seem did not suit the purposes of the Con- 
vention. 

From the foregoing may be inferred, our views of the *' Masonry in 
Canada " to which the proceedings of the Convention relate. Our names 
having been mentioned we feel called upon to state this much. Before dis- 
missing this subject it may be necessary to state, that of the seven Royal 
Arch Chapters forming the late Grand Royal Arch Chapter of U. C, now 
extinct, one only is at present working at Toronto, and this Chapter disclaims 
connection with the proceedings pubHshed in the Register. 

With regard to the present prospects of Masonry as constituted in this 
Province under the authority of the United Grand Lodge of Kngland, we 
can only repeat that St. Andrew's Lodge is the only one working, of which 
we are aware. This Lodge we are happy to say is in an extremely flourishing 
state, numbering over one hundred members, and increasing In numbers and 
respectability. We understand it is in contemplation to erect a splendid 
Masonic edifice in that highly favored city, where the benign principles of our 
Institution flourish and are duly appreciated. Tn this place it is probable a 
Lodge will soon be established under favorable auspices. We notice the 
proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire with reference to St. 
John's Grand Lodge of New York, refusing to recognize. Also a proposal to 
send delep-nte^ to the United GrnTid T^odge of Fncrland. Their proceedings 
give us pleasure, inasmuch as they prove your Grand Lodge to be vigilant 
and zealous. 

B. Turquand, Grand Secretary, late P. G. L. 
John Dean, Gr. Secretary, late 'P. G. L., and 
Gr. Secretary, late G. R. A. C, Upper Canada 

Kingston, Canada, Oct. 17th, 1842. 
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It will be noticed that both Bros. Turquand and Dean signed 
their names as of the late P. G. L.," showing that the dormant con- 
dition of that body in 18^9 cannot be doubted. The Masons m the 
west at Toronto were not disinterested spectators of all these proceed- 
ings. It was felt that whatever grasp they had on the sceptre of au- 
thority was gradually weakening and that the eastern brethren were 
having, not only the glory, but the actual merit of having reorganized 
the Craft. So that it was not to be wondered at that Bros. Turquand 
and Dean put in an appearance and entered their united protest, ques- 
tioning the authority of Bro. Phillips to act. Nevertheless, the con- 
vention was held and its proceedings, with the exception of the protest 
of Bros. Dean and Turquand, were characterized by harmony, unity 
and a determination to promote the interests of Masonry by every 
legitimate means. 

No recognition was ever taken by the Grand Lodge of England 
to this earnest appeal for a reorganization of the Craft in Upper 
Canada. Indeed, it is surmised that the leaders of the Craft in the 
west wrote to England, protesting against the action of R. W. Bro. 
Phillips. Probably the way was being paved for the re-establishment 
of the provincial authority which took place three years later. 

In 1843, on the 7th February, another convention was held, the 
proceedings of which are not preserved, but it is believed that at this 
meeting a second appeal was made to England. But the prayers of 

1843 were as fruitless as those of 1842, and another year passed away 
without action by England. With undaunted energy R. W. Bro. 
Phillips courageously stood at his post. He visited the surrounding 
lodges, corresponded with brethren in all parts of the jurisdiction and, 
not discouraged by the failures of 1842-43, he determined to make 
another appeal to the mother Grand Lodge. 

The term Convention/' rather than that of Provincial Grand 
Lodge, was used after 1843, January of 1844 R. W. Bro. Phillips 

issued a circular to all the lodges for a Convention at Smith's Falls on 
the 6th February, and signed himself as Grand High Priest " for the 
Provincial Grand Chapter, and as president of the Grand Conven- 
tion," which represented the Craft lodges that acknowledged his juris- 
diction. It had evidently been determined prior to this tliat the titles 
used in a Provincial Grand Lodge should not, under existing circimi- 
stances, be assumed. Possibly R. W. Bro. Phillips had doubts up to 

1844 as to his power to assemble the Craft in a provincial body, but, 
as the report of the proceedings shows, the resolution of the Conven- 
tion gave a distinct utterance on this question. No copy of the sum- 
mons for this meeting has been preserved, but an extract from the 
minutes of a meeting of Rideau lodge. No. 25, on 2nd February, 1844, 
shows that it was a Convention and not a Provincial Grand Lodge, 
thus differing from the summons of January, 1842. The minutes 
of the lodge read : — 

" A communication from Br. Z. M. Phillips, signed as Grand High 
Priest and President of the Grand Convention, was handed in by the W. M., 
rc|2:arding delegate to be sent to meet a Convention to be held at Smith's 
Falls on Feb. 6th, approaching. 

" It was moved by Br. R. Olmstead, seconded by Br. B. R. Church, that 
Br Walter McCrea be a delegate to attend said Convention. Carried. 
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Moved by Br. B. R. Church, seconded by Br. R. Nicholson, that Brs. 
B. R. Church & Elisha Collar be as before — Carried. " 

The meeting was successful in point of attendance and work. 
Forty-six brethren were present, and, at least, eight lodges were repre- 
sented, viz.: Victoria, Harmony, St. Francis', Rideau, Morning Star, 
Jarvis lodge at Augusta, True Britons' lodge at Perth, and Royal 
Edward lodge at Edwardsburgh, The proceedings of this Conven- 
tion were unknown until 1893, when they were found in the archives 
of Rideau lodge — the lodge which met at Burritt's Rapids from 181 5 
until 1846 and then became dormant. The minutes read : — 

AT A MEETING OF A GRAND MASONIC CONVENTION, 

Held at Smith's Falls, in the Township of Elmsley, at the Inn of Brother 
Arthur F. Wail's, 

On the 6th day of February, A.D. 1844, A.L. 5844. 

Present: 

The Right Worshipful Ziba M. Phillips, President 

Worshipful James Breakenridge Howard, W. IM., Victoria Lodge. 

Alexander Mattherson, 

" Florence McCarty, W. M., Harmony Lodge. 

'* James Shaw, Esq., W. M., St. Francis Lodge. 

James Watkin's, 

" George L. Burritt, W. M., Rideau Lodge. 

Humphrey Young, W. M., Morning Star Lodge. 
Reverend Johnston Neilson, W. M., L. C. P. 
Worshipful Ziba M. Phillips, W. Jarves Lodge. 

Reverend Worshipful Francis Tremayne, of Charleston, Grand Chaplain. 

Brethren : 

Gabriel Chalmers, Hiram Soper, John H. Davis, Alex. Kinimouth, 
Robert Webster, Hugh Kernahan, Richard Frayne, Alex. McCrea, Richard 
GarHck, John Brennan, Esquire; WilHam Campbell, Esq.; Thomas M. 
Richey, Ira Brown, George Little, James Brown, Elisha Collar, Phillip 
Wickwire, James Armstrong, Ebenezer Bell, Proxy for T. B. L. ; Daniel 
Burritt, Esquire; Walter McCrea, Esquire; Eli Kilborn, Proxy, R. E. L., No. 
5; Edward Mills, Samuel Gowdy, Basil R. Church, Esquire; John McMuUen, 
Jacob Dulmage, Septimus Soper, Gaven RusselK William Ferguson, Henry 
Morris, James Edgar, Arthur F. Wall. Hugh McMulIen, Robert Gaston. John 
Wilton Tyler. 

The Convention opened in due form and wath Solemn Prayer. Brother 
Ebenezer Bell was appointed Secretary. 

Moved by Br. Neilson and Seconded by Dr. Howard, 

Resolved, nem con: That the Right Worshipful Ziba M. IMiillips, Esq., 
P. D. P. Grand Master of Masons of the Province of Upper Canada, now 
Canada (West), having submitted to this Convention, his authority under the 
hand and Seal of the late Simon TMcGillivray, Esq., late Provincial Grand 
Master, with numerous other documents confirmatory of the said authority. 
And he, the said Ripcht Worshipful Ziba M. Phillips, not having up to this 
time been superseded in said authority, by the Grand Lodge of England, is 
by this Convention considered the only Grand authority in Masonic matters 
now existing in Canada (West), and as such all his acts subsequent to his ap- 
pointment are valid, agreeable to the decision of the Grand Convention, on 
the same subject held at Kingston, on the 24th day of February, 1842. 

Moved by Brother Howard, and seconded by Brother Yoving, and Re- 
solved, nem. con. — That our Right Worshipful Brother Ziba M. Phillips, b- 
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earnestly requested to continue to act as D, G. M., until a Grand Master be 
appointed. 

Moved by Brother Humphrey Young and Seconded by Brother James B. 
Ploward, and 

1st. Resolved, nem. con. — That in the opinion of this Convention, we as 
Master Masons are invested with inherent Rights to adopt any measures for 
the benefit of the Craft, that do not infringe upon the ancient landmarks of 
the order. 

2nd. That in all institutions requiring the co-operation of many, there 
should be a proper head and Kxecutive, and it is the opinion of this Con- 
ver-tion, that we should be governed in this Province, as in all countries by a 
Grand Master and a Grand Lodge duly invested with all powers usually in- 
vested in such bodies. 

3rd. That whereas application has been duly and repeatedly made to the 
Grand Lodge of England for a Warrant to establish a permanent and con- 
tinued Grand Lodge in Canada (West), and that money has been sent and 
received for the same, and that after repeated applications no answer has been 
received. It is the unanimous opinion of this Convention, not only beneficial 
to the Order, but absolutely necessary for its existence, that a Grand Loage 
be formed forthwith, which we consider we have ample power to do from 
precedents, we have in the history of the Masonic Craft in England, Ireland 
and Scotland. 

Moved by Brother Mattherson and Seconded by Brother Burritt, and 
Resolved, nem. con. — That we now form ourselves into a Grand Lodge. 
The following Officers were then unanimously chosen, viz.: 

Ziba M. Phillips, Right Worshipful Gand Master. 
James Shaw, Grand Junior Warden. 
John Brennan, Grand Treasurer. 

Humphrey Young, Basil R. Church, Grand Deacons. 
James B. Howard, Worshipful Grand Senior Warden. 
Rev. Francis Tremayne, Grand Chaplain. 
Ebenezer Bell, Grand Secretary. 

Elisha Collar, Alexander McCrea, Grand Stewards. 

Basil R. Church, Humphrey Young, James Shaw, Alexander Matther- 
son, Walter McCrea, Grand Committee. 
John Wilton, Grand Tyler. 

Moved by Brother Kinimouth, and Seconded by Brother Russell, 
Resolved — That 100 copies of the foregoing resolutions be printed and sent 
to the different Lodges in the Province. 

The half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge to be held on the 
a4th June next. 

The Grand Lodge closed in peace and harmony and with solemn Prayer. 

ZIBA M. PHILLIPS, G. M. 

E. BELL, Grand Secretary. 

The details of the debate are not given, but we know the result. 
The authority of R. W. Bro. Phillips was acknowledged and, in so 
doing, the resolution refers to the Grand Convention " held at Kings- 
ton on the 24th day of February, 1842/' This resolution was followed 
by a request to R. W. Bro. Phillips to act as D. G. M. until a new 
Provincial Grand Master should be appointed, but, following this, is 
a resolution in three parts, maintaining the right to organize, the ne- 
cessity of a Provincial Grand Lodge and Grand Master, and an 
opinion that, as England had not seen fit to re-establish the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, such a body be formed forthwith. The selection of 
ofiRcers was then made, and this marked the first revival in the consti- 
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tutional form of a Provincial Grand Lodge since the lapse of that 
under W. Bro, McGilHvray. Its Hfe may have been short but it 
was effective. It awakened the Craft interest in the west and com- 
pelled action by those who held the dormant warrant of the second 
Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The half-yearly communication of this newly-formed body was to 
be held in June, of 1844, but there is no report in existence of its pro- 
ceedings. In October of 1844 R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips, as Provin- 
cial Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, issued circulars to the effect 
that the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge will take place at 
Brockville on Friday, the 27th day of December next," and requesting 
the presence of the W. M. and Wardens of each lodge or a delega- 
tion of your lodge." 

There can be no doubt that the work of Phillips had a stimulatmg 
effect not only with the Craft in Toronto, but more particularly with 
the Craft at Kingston. The brethren of No. 5 preferred allegiance 
to the dormant Grand Lodge at York rather than to the newly-formed 
Grand Lodge under Z. M. Phillips, not that they objected to the action 
of Bro. Phillips but from the fact that they looked upon the warrant 
at Toronto as the legitimate and lineal successor to the Grand Lodge 
of McGillivray, formed in 1822. No. 5, therefore, vinal)le to get satis- 
faction from the Toronto brethren, and keeping aloof, at the same 
time, from the Phillips organization, determined to communicate 
direct with Kngland, and, accordingly, earl)^ in November of 1844 had 
determined to draft a letter to Kngland, and on the 19th of that month 
the following record appeared in their minutes : — 

** The Secretary laid before the brethren for their consideration the draft 
of a letter to be addressed to the United Grand Lodge of Kngrland, setting 
forth the urgent necessity there was in having a Provincial Grand Lodge, 
which having been duly considered, was ordered to be printed and a copy to 
be forwarded to the different lodges in Canada, requesting their concurrence 
and co-operation therein/' 

There is no record of the proceedings of this meeting. The 
members of St. Andrew's lodge, learning that no definite action had 
been taken with regard to the appointment of a Provincial Grand 
Master, proposed and carried the following resolution on the 13th 
May, 1845 ' — 

** That the Secretary be directed to write to the several Lodges now in 
operation in Canada West, to inform them that W. M. Ridout is about to pro- 
ceed to Kngland, and that he will be in communication with the Grand Lodge; 
That it is the intention of this Lodge to solicit the appointment of a Prov'l 
Gd. Lodge, and that St. Andrew's Lodge will recommend the appointment of 
Bro. T. G. Ridout to be Prov'l Gd. Master, and that he be requested to 
nominate the Prov'l Gd. Officers, and that the Secretary, on behalf of this 
Lodge, solicit the concurrence of the other Lodges therein, and also that he 
inform the members of those Lodges that all the Prov'l G. Lodge jewels are in 
the custody of Bro. Ridout and Past P. G. Treasurer, and that he proposes 
leaving Toronto about the 28th of this month." 

This was the Provincial Grand Lodge of which Sir Allan Napier 
MacNab became the Provincial Grand Master and R. W. Bro. Ridout 
the Depnty Provincial Grand Master. 

The organization had taken form and must have had an active 
1 4a 
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life, for in 1845 W. Bro. Phillips again summoned the Craft to meet 
in Grand Lodge at Kemptville, on the ^4th of June. His letter gives 
the title of the body and his signature as Provincial Grand Master, it 
is addressed to R. VV. Bro, G, L. Burritt, of Rideau lodge, in Marl- 
borough, and delegates to him the authority to proceed v^ith the 
business the same as if I was there in person." It reads: — 

Grand Lodge of Free Masons, Canada West. 

Brockville, 9th June, 5845- 

Worshipful Sir and Brother: 

The annual meeting of the Grand Lodge will take place at Kempt- 
ville on Tuesday, the 24th Instant, at the hour of one of the clock, P. M., at 
which time and place a new lodge will be formed and the officers installed. 
You and your Lodge's attendance is particularly requested. You will have the 
goodnefs to notify your members to attend in a body on the occasion. Make 
it as general as you can. I will endeavor to meet you on Monday evening, 
the 23d at your Room. Should any unforseen accident occur you will pro« 
ceed with the businefs the same as if I was there in person, for which this is 
your authority. I expect the Reverend A. Tremaine will give us a sermon 
on the occasion. 

I have the Honor to be» Sir, 

Your Brother Fraternally, 

Z. M. Phillips, 

Grand Master. 

Right Worshipful ) 
G. L. Burritt, Esqr., ) 
Marlborough. ) 

The proceedings of this meeting* are also not extant. Matters 
progressed favorably until the autumn of 1845, when the brethren of 
the western part of the province, seeing the activity of those in the 
Johnstown district, determined to either revive the old warrant of R. 
W. Bro. McGillivray, or secure a new one from England. The feel- 
ing in the west was naturally antagonistic to the view of R, W. Bro. 
Phillips, and the old story of the rights possessed under the second 
provincial warrant was revived, and it is believed that Bro. Phillips 
was so notified, for in November — a month earlier then usual — 
he issued circulars for a meeting of his Provincial Grand 
Lodge at Smith's Falls on the 26th December. The circular ad- 
dressed to R. W. Bro. G. L. Burritt, who had been elected at a former 
meeting as Deputy Grand Master under R. W. Bro. Phillips, has for- 
tunately been preserved, and reads : — 

Brockville, 4th Novr., 1845. 

Right Worshipful Sir and Brother: 

A meeting of the Grand Lodge will take Place at Smith's Falls, on Friday, 
the 26th of December; businefs of great importance will then be Laid before 
it. The Grand Chapter and Encampment will open on Saturday, the 27th. 
The meeting on the 26th will be at i of the Clock, P. M. Please to notify 
your Lodge and the Brethren in your vicinity. 

I have the Honor to be, 

R. W. Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 

Ziba M. Phillips. 

^ ,,r ^ ^ _ Grand Master. 

R. W. George L. Burritt, Esquire. ) 

Deputy Grand Master, &c., ) 
Burritt's Rapids. ) 
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P. S, I shall write you again as soon as I hear from the lately established 
Provincial Grand Lodge, which meets at Toronto this day. You may expect 
to hear from me next week. I should like to meet your Lodge to-morrow 
evening, but it is out of my power from bad health. 

Z. M. P. 

The postscript to this letter was an ample justification for the line 
in the body of the letter to the effect that '* business of great import- 
ance will then be laid before it." The correspondence connected with 
the reorganization and the action of R. W. Bro. Phillips is given in 
the period of the third Provincial Grand Lodge. Briefly it may be 
stated that R. W. Bro. Phillips did not attend the inaugural meeting 
at Hamilton, but that charges were formulated against him for insti- 
tuting a provincial body and that he replied to these charges. He 
reviewed the situation, showed that he had a patent of authority from 
R. W. Bro. McGillivray, that for twenty years the Craft had been neg- 
lected by the Knglish authorities and that, while he had formed a pro- 
vincial body, there was never any intention of separating from the 
jurisdiction of Kngland. R. W. Bro. Phillips concluded his letter to 
Bro. Richard Watson, the corresponding secretary of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge at Toronto, by a frank and generous opinion as to the 
action of that body. He desired to remain in the fold of the Knglish 
Grand Lodge and was v^illing to unite his following with the brethren 
at Toronto if a union could take place on fair and just Masonic 
principles." Moreover, he was quite sure that the appointment of R. 
W. Bro. MacNab would give satisfaction as one held in high regard 
as a Mason, subject and gentleman, and if time and place be arranged 
he w^ould be willing to meet with his lodges and the brethren at To- 
ronto and settle all diflficulties " and unite under one head all the 
lodges in the province. 

The proceedings of the interview are not recorded in the minutes 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 1845-6-7, but as in the latter year 
St. Francis' lodge at Smithes Falls and all the lodges warranted by R. 
W, Bro. Phillips came in under the warrant of R. W. Bro. Sir Allan 
N. MacNab at Toronto, there can be no doubt that all differences were 
settled and the union anticipated by Bro. Phillips completed. This 
was the first step towards the unity which was inaugurated ten years 
later when the first Grand Lodge of Canada, under M. W. Bro. Wil- 
son, was formed at Toronto. 


CHAPTER XXIIL 

St. Francis' Lodge, Smith's Falls, Township of North Emslev, 

County Lanark, 1839-45. 

Lanark and Renfrew formed the old Bathurst district, and in the 
eastern corner of the township of North Emsley is situated the village, 
now the town of Smith's Falls. It is on the Rideau Canal and is 32 
miles from Brockville. 
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In the autumn of 1839, just as the country had quieted down after 
the political excitement of 1837-38, a number of brethren at Smith's 
Falls were anxious that a Craft lodge should be opened in that neigh- 
borhood, and, at their request, Bro. Johnston Neilson wrote to R. W. 
Bro. Ziba M. Phillips, who resided at EUzabethtown, or Brockville, as 
to the possibility of obtaining a warrant. The Provincial Grand 
Lodge of 1822-30 had been practically dormant, and what Masonry 
did exist was either without a governing head, or relied for advice on 
the last elected officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

R. W. Bro. Phillips was a man who had always stood well in the 
af¥ections of the Craft. He had guided the Masonic mind through 
the chaos of 1817-21, had been highly complimented by R. W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray for his zeal, in fact, from the dawn of the century 
he had been a sincere and attentive worker for the good of the cause. 
The brethren at Smith's Falls knew this, and, therefore, desired his 
co-operation. 

On the I St October, 1839, Bro. Johnston Neilson wrote to R. W. 
Bro. Phillips, stating that as he was a member of the Masonic insti- 
tution and resided at Smith's Falls, he with others was desirous of 
meeting in regular lodge, and being informed that Bro. Phillips \yas 
Deputy Grand Master of the Province of Upper Canada, he applied 
to him for particulars respecting the constitution of a lodge at that 
place. Bro. Neilson was a native of Ireland, and in his letter ex- 
plained the procedure in connection with the formation of a lodge 
under the Grand Lodge of Ireland and suggested that the same course 
might be followed out by Bro. Phillips, who, as Deputy Grand Master, 
had the power to do so. Bro. Neilson's letter read : — 

Smith's Falls, on the Rideau, 
ist Oct., 1839. 

Sir: Although a stranger to you personally I trust you will excuse the 
liberty I take in addressing you on a particular subject. Being a member of 
the Masonic Institution, resident in this village, and knowing some others 
of the Fraternity in this place who, like myself, are desirous of meeting in a 
regular Lodge, but do not know how we should set about the matter, I made 
some inquiry of Mr. A. McLean, Brockville. whom upon a late visit to that 
place I found to be a Freemason. In a few lines which I received from him, 
this day, he informed me that you, Sir, are Deputy Grand Master of this 
province. What further information he affords does not go to the extent that 
T require. I therefore take the liberty of applying to you, hoping that for the 
sake of the Order you will be so kind as to give us some light upon a few 
particulars respecting the Constitution of a Lodge in this province. Ireland 
is my native country. When a Lodge was about to be formed in any place 
a number of the Brethren met and elected a Master and Senior and Junior 
Wardens, whose names being returned to the Grand Lodge, a warrant, as it 
was called, was then issued for the intended Lodge, giving authority to the 
oflicers named therein. 

I am desirous of knowing. Sir. whether there is a Grand Lodge acting in 
this province, whether, in the event of there being such, the same steps are 
taken as I have mentioned — whether installation by the Masters of other 
Lodges is the rule here, and in the event of no lodges being in the practice of 
holding meetings within a reasonable distance, what is to be done as to In- 
stallation in that case? Also, what is to be done with respect to the admission 
of members — that is, whether every one must produce a certificate, or whether 
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passing the ordeal is sufficient. Any further information that may occur to 
you will also be gratefully received 

by your Brother of the mystic tie/' 

Johnston Neilson. 

R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips, 
P. G. M., U. C. 

Bro. Phillips was prompt in his reply. His writing shows that 
he had some little self-esteem and estimate of his authority. In this 
latter respect it is satisfying- to know that, while he regarded himself 
as supreme in provincial power, he acknowledged the government of 
the United Grand Lodge of England and its supremacy. His letter 
is an entertaining epitome : — 

Elizabethtown, 22nd October, 1839. 

Worshipful Sir & Brother: 

In answer to your Letter of the ist Inst., requiring- information relative 
to the establishing^ a Masonic Lodge at Smith s Falls, I have to inform you 
that 1 am the only competent authority now in Upper Canada, that can issue 
a dispensation to open Lodges, and therein make Masons according to the 
ancient usages of the Craft, under the sanction of the LFnited Grand Lodge of 
England, and shall at all times feel myself happy to establish a Lodge in your 
village. I am personally acquainted with many of the Brethren of the Order 
in your neighborhood, and know them to be Lovers of the Institution, Brs. 
Alex'r Matheson, Wm. P. Loucks, Shaw, Shepard, &c., so the Brethren can 
assemble and choose their Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, and send me 
their names, in a short Petition, and I will immediately grant a dispensation 
and install the officers of the Lodge, and return them after six months' Labor 
to the Grand Lodge of Kngland for a warrant of Constitution; according to 
the ancient usage you should be recommended by a neighboring Lodge. This 
may be obviated by my being well acquainted with the Brethren on the 
Rideau. The expense of the dispensation and installation will be £1. 10. o. 
I should have answered your Letter before, but was waiting for information 
from Kngland, which I daily expected. 

I remain, Fraternally, Sir, 

Your friend and Brother, 

Ziba M. Phillips, 
P. D. G. M. U- C, G. M. 
Br. Johnston Neilson. K. T. K. M. U. & L. C. 

P. S. Give my compliments to the Brethren. 

Z. M. P. 

Bro. Phillips signed himself Provincial Deputy Grand Master, 
Upper Canada, Grand Master Knights Templars, Knights Malta, 
Upper and Lower Canada." 

On the 9th November, 1839, Bro. Neilson forwarded a petition 
to Bro. Phillips, signed by eight members of the Craft, asking for a 
dispensation for a lodge to be known as the lodge of St. Francis at 
Smith's Falls. The petition reads : — 

To Ziba M. PhilHps, Esq., P. D. G. Master of the Grand Masonic Lodge 
of Upper Canada. 

Right Worshipful Sir and Brother: 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, being members of the Antienl 
and Honorable Order of Freemasonry, and being desirous to be constituted a 
Regular Masonic Lodge, to be holden in the Village of St. Francis, on the 
Rideau, do petition you to grant a Dispensation for that purpose, previously 
to our obtaining a warrant of Constitution from the Grand Lodge of England. 
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Having met together for the purpose of nominating the officers of the 
intended " Lodge of St. Francis/' we have elected Brother James Shaw, Master, 
Brother Alexander Matheson, Senior, and Brother Wm. P. Loucks, Junior, 
Wardens. 

As we learn with pleasure that you will attend to install the officers of the 
Lodge, we hope it will suit your convenience to meet us and some expected 
anrl respectable members of the Craft from Merrickville and its vicinity, on 
Friday, the 27th December next, being St. John's Day. 

Be kind enough to bring with you a copy of the " Constitutions of Free- 
masonry/' 

St. Francis (Smith's Falls), 
9th Novr., A.L. 5839. 

Johnston Neilson, 
James Watkins, 
Wm. P. Loucks, 
Alexr. Matheson, 
T. M. Richey, 
James Shaw, 
Gabriel Chalmers, 
Alex. KinimoutK 

On the 27th December, 1839, the lodge met for the first time at 
the house of Mr. Arthur Wall in Smith's Falls, when the officers were 
duly installed by R. W. Bro. Ziba M. Phillips. The following are the 
minutes of this meeting : — 

Lodge met at the house of Mr. Arthur Wall's Tavern to celebrate the 
festival of St. John, when St. Francis Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons was 
Installed by the Deputy Provincial Grand Master^ Z. M, Phillips, James Shaw, 
Esq., Master, Alexr. Matheson, Senior Warden, W. P. Loucks, Junior Warden, 
Johnston Neilson, Chaplain, Alexr. Kinimouth, Secretary, Gabriel Chalmers, 
Treasurer, James Watkins, Senior Deacon, Thos. M. Richey, Junior Deacon, 
George Little, Tyler. The lodge was opened with prayer and in the ancient 
form to the third degree. Lodge was called off from Labour to refreshmeni 
and from refreshment to labour. The following Brethren received the past 
Masters' degree, viz. : 

Wm. P. Loucks. Basil R. Church. Peter Shiels, Gabriel Chalmers, Alexr. 
Kinimouth, John Collins, Hugh Kernaghan. 

The Lodge closed in the several degrees. The following Brethren were 
present: 

James Shaw, Master: Alexr. Matheson, Senior Warden; Wm. P. Loucks, 
Junior Warden; Alexr. Kinimouth, Secretary; Gabriel Chalmers, Treasurer; 
Johnston Neilson, Chaplain; James Watkins, Senior Deacon; Thos. M. Richey, 
Junior Deacon; George Little, Tyler; James Maitland, John Collins, Peter 
Shiells, Hugh Kernaghan. 

Lodge was visited by the following Brethren: Brother B. R. Church, Geo. 
L. Burritt, Elisha Collar, Rideau Lodge. Brethren including visitors dined 
together and parted in harmony. Alexr. Kinimouth, Secretary. 

On the 7th January, 1840, the second meeting v^as held, when a 
candidate was accepted ; a lecture went round " and the lodge 
closed. It was customary in early days in many of the lodges for the 
W< M. to question each member as he sat in the lodge in the examin- 
ation in the several degrees. 

On the T4th January an emergent meeting was called for initia- 
tion and the candidate was balloted for, when no black ball was put 
in '' he was admitted. At this meeting True Britons' lodge, No. 21, 
at Perth, congratulated St. Francis' lodge *■ upon the opening/' and 
obliged the lodge with the loan of their Floor Cloth." 
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The meetings of February- April were well attended. Candidates 
were admitted and degree work exemplified. At the meeting of 5th 
May " Bro. Neilson made a solemn request to be buried with the 
honors of Masonry in the event of his decease while connected with 
this lodge." 

In June, 1840, the brethren read an invitation to join with the 
brethren of the lodge at Farmersville^ — this was Harmony lodge in 
Yonge — to celebrate the festival of St. John. The invitation was ac- 
cepted. At all the meetings from July until September the work was 
active, candidates were initiated and all the elements of success seemed 
to be with the lodge. 

In October, 1840, it was proposed that Bro. Johnston Neilson 
should preach to the Craft on St. John*s day, and invitations were 
sent to True Britons' lodge at Perth, to the lodge at Farmersville in 
Vonge, and to Rideau lodge in Marlborough. These entries show 
the lodges at work at this period in this district. At a meeting of the 
lodge on 27th October, 1840, for the purpose of considering an esti- 
mate for jewels for the lodge, it was decided to expend $50 and that 

" the collars for suspending the jewels be of purple silk velvet, trimmed 
with gold lace, narrow, and the jewels to be suspended with a blue ribbon." 

At the meeting of ist December, 1840, after routine and degree 
work and election of officers, " it was resolved to give 20 pence to the 
Tyler to purchase a pair of boots." 

Four meetings were held in December, one being for the cele- 
bration of the festival. The lodge marched in procession to the 
church, heard a most excellent sermon from Bro. Neilson,'* and then 
the whole proceeded to the Crown Tavern and dined together, and 
spent the evening in a most harmonious manner/* 

The following minute of this discourse was found in the archives 
of St. John's lodge at Kingston, in 1895 : — 

Masonic Discourse on Matthew V. 16, by Rev. Johnston Neilson, Grand 
Chaplain of G. R. A, Chapter of Canada West, Scribe of Hibernia R. A. 
Chapter and Chaplain of the Lodge of St. Francis, Smith's Falls. 

It is intended to publish a Masonic Discourse delivered at Smith's Falls, 
on the Rideau, on the 28th December, 1840, before the Brethren of several 
Lodges assembled to celebrate the anniversary of St. John, the Divine, so soon 
as returns of the number of copies ordered by the several Royal Arch Chap- 
ters and Lodges in Canada West shall have been received. 

" All sincere Masons will be sensible of the great service in the promoting 
of the cause of Masonry that will be effected by this undertaking. This Dis- 
course w^Il be found to develop most fully the excellent principles of the 
Institution, to illustrate the advantages of Masonry, and to answer in a charit- 
able spirit and with convincing argument the objections that have sometimes 
been raised against it. and will, therefore, be found to be a most useful article 
to place before all candid and worthy men for their consideration. 

" The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Canada West, to whom the Discourse 
has been submitted, being impressed with a sense of the great utility of its 
publication, has resolved on aflFording its sanction thereunto, and confidently 
hope that all true members of the Craft of whatever degree will afford their 
encouraging countenance and liberal support to the undertaking.*' 

During 1841 the meetings were held with regularity and emer- 
gencies were held for degree work. The afifiliation fee was fixed at 
[OS., and it was ordered that 112 aprons be procvired for the benefit 
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of visiting brethren." A flag of white silk was ordered for the lodge, 
and it was also resolved " that a chair be provided for the Master and a 
square and compass for the use of the lodge." 

In September, 1841, the W. M. was thanked for "having pre- 
sented two volumes on Masonry " to the lodge, and Bro. Wall was 
ordered to be paid 2s. 6d. *' for the use of the room for every meet- 
ing. 

The lodge had ordered a few select works on Masonry as the 
commencement of a library, and in order to limit the expenditure in 
that direction, it was resolved : — 

" That after the works already ordered be procured, no other work be 
proposed that is not of a Masonic nature, and not even such till after the 
Lodge is furnished thoroughly with implements and furniture." 

A resolution was also passed at this meeting rescinding the rule 
which restricted the same member from holding the office of Master 
for more than two years in succession." In November, 1840, at the 
regular meeting, it was resolved " That no ardent spirits be drunk in 
the lodge except on the Festivals of St, John." 

On the 7th December it was resolved to join with the members 
of True Britons' lodge at Perth in celebrating the festival of St. John 
At the meeting of ist February, 1842, a letter was read from R. Vv, 
Bro. Z. M. Phillips, requesting a delegate from the lodge to meet in 
convention for the purpose of forming a Grand Lodge at Kingston. 
This referred to the attempt in 1842 to revive the work of the govern- 
ing body of the Craft, the particulars of which have been given in the 
history of that revival. 

On the 15th February Bro. Watkins was appointed a delegate to 
the Convention on the 24th at Kingston, and £2, los. was voted for his 
expenses. At the meeting of ist March Bro. Watkins reported the 
result of his mission to Kingston, to the effect that the brethren at 
their meeting had resolved to petition the Grand Master of England 
tliat R. B. Sullivan be appointed Provincial Grand Master for this 
colony/' At the meeting of 3rd Ma}^ the minutes of the Convention 
at Kingston were read in the lodge and the petition to the Grand 
Master of England was presented and received signatures/' 

On the 7th June, 1842, the brethren agreed to pay the postage 
present and future on the Masonic Register,'' a Craft newspaper 
published in New York State. The meetings of July, August, Sep- 
tember and November were routine in <?haracter. 

At the regular meeting of 6th December a petition w^as read as 
having been presented to the R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips, as Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master of the second Provincial Grand Lodefe of 18^2, 
praying for a dispensation for a warrant at Carleton Place. The petition 
was signed by Bros. Brice McNeeley, Wm, Rea, James Robinson, John 
Moore, Peter Carmichael, James Meely, Andrew Paul and John Mc- 
Tntj^re. The lodge endorsed the petition and it was signed by the W. 
M. and secretary. This lodge was one known as Morning Star." 
Its records have not been preserved. 

In many of the petitions for entrance into the Victoria Royal 
Arch chapter at Smith's Falls the candidate is spoken of as of St. 
Francis" or of St. Francis' Lodge.'* In 1842 there are accounts 
against the lodge for paintings and fittings. The following are ex- 
amples : — 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN. CANADA. 


217 


Smith's Falls, 35th July, 1843. 
Masonic Lodge to A. Bond, Dr., To painting chest, 3/9, Candle stand 
i/-, 4/9. 

Masonic Lodge, To L. Houghton, Dr., Jan. 15th., To Sheet of tin, 6.; To 
Candlestick, 12, 6.; To Small cup, 2. 6.; £0. 15. 6., settled. 

Masonic Lodge To 
1842. B. Kilborn, Dr. 

Oct. nth. To 5 sheets tin at 6d. 2. 6. 

Nov. ist. I 6. 

1843^ 

Feb. 1st. 12 candlesticks at 4d. 4. o. 


£0. 7. o. 

(On the other side) Received payment in full of all demands up to the 
present date. B. Kilborn. 
Feb. 8th, 1844. 

Smith's Falls, i8th Jan'y, 1843. 
Mr. Johnston Neilson, 

To A. Bond, Dr. 
To Painting Pulpit for Lodge, £1. 5. o. 

Ornamenting chest, and painting rods, 12. 6. 


£1. 17. 6. 

17th April, 1843. Received the Above 
Bill A. Bond. 

In the minutes of the meeting of 7th February, 1843, stated 
that Bro. Watkins, who had been appointed one of a deputation to in- 
terview the Hon. Robert Sullivan at Kingston as to whether he would 
accept the position of Provincial Grand Master, reported that an 
answer had been received. The purport of the answer is not given, 
but from other sources it is known that although Bro. Sullivan at 
first consented he afterwards declined the proposal. 

The lodge at Carleton Place must have been promptly warranted, 
for in April, 1843, that lodge invited the members of St. P>ancis to 
join in the celebration on the St. John's day of June, 1843. C>n the 
7th May, 1843, it was resolved 

that a letter of enquiry be written to the Grand Lodge of Kngland for a 
regular Warrant, if the dispensation that this Lodge is held under is not 
sanctioned, previous to which the master to write to the Hon. R. Baldwin 
Sullivan." 

Bro. Wall on the 6th June notified the lodge that he presented it 
with the rent, for which he was thanked. The lodge was anxious to 
become part of some governing organization, and at the meeting of 
October 3rd, 1843, the W. M. having heard that Bro. Sir A. N. Mac- 
Nab had been appointed as Provincial Grand Master in Canada under 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland, it was resolved to write to Bro. Mac- 
Nab, asking him if the report in the newspapers concerning his 
appointment were correct, and, if so, woukl be pleased' to admit this 
lodge into the same connection." Bro. Drysdale was appointed repre- 
sentative of the lodge at the meeting of the convention at Kingston in 
February. 1844. 

Tlie minutes of 5th December, 1843, record that Bro. Orvsdale 
had interviewed Sir Allan MacNab as to his apoointment by the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland, and that Bro. MacNab had informed him 
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that he had not yet got his regular appointment but that^^he would 
lose no time in applying to obtain the necessary mandate/' ^^V^j^P 
the first record in any of the Masonic MSS. of the appomtment of W. 
Bro. Sir A. N. MacNab to a position in Upper Canada under the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland. ^ i ^ 

At this meeting an invitation was ordered to be sent ' to the lodge 
of St, John " to meet the lodge on St. John's day. The locality of 
the lodge of St. John is not given nor can it be traced. There is 
no record of any meeting of St. Francis' lodge from December 5th, 
1843, ^ntil 6th February, 1844, so that no particulars of the festival 
of 27th December can be obtained. 

At an emergent meeting on 9th February, 1844, R. W. Bro. Z. 
M. Phillips was present and opened the lodge and conferred the E. A. 
degree. The meetings from February until 2nd April were confined 
to degree work, but at the latter meeting the balance of cash " in 
the treasurer's hands was ordered to be loaned to Bro. Chalmers for 
six months.'' 

At the regular meeting on 7th May, 1844, R. W. Bro. Phillips 
presided. The work was routine. In August Bro. Wall announced 
that he had rented his house, and as the person renting it not being 
a Mason it was resolved to move the lodge for a time to Bro. Arm- 
strong's hovise." 

At an emergent meeting of 4th September, R. W. Bro. Phillips 
presided. W. Bro, (Col.) Burritt and W. Bro. G. L. Burritt were 
present as visitors. The business was routine. At the meeting of ist 
October, 1844, it was resolved that copies of the Trestle Board/' 
published by Bro. Hugh Scobie, Toronto, be obtained. Whether 
this was a book, pamphlet, magazine or newspaper is not stated. No 
copy of the publication can now be found. 

The meetings of November are not recorded and two in Decem- 
ber were for degree work. A third in December was an emergent 
meeting, at which R. W. Bro. Phillips presided. The lodge was visited 
by Bro. Brice McNeely, W. M. of St. John's lodge, and Bro. John 
Willis was appointed to the Provincial Grand Lodge under R. W. Bro, 
Phillips, which was to meet on 6th February, 1844, at Smith's Falls. 
The minutes of this meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge under 
R. W, Bro. Phillips are given in the chapter devoted to the revival of 
Masonry, 1839-45. 

During 1845 all the meetings were held regularly. The work of 
:27th December, 1845, closed the labors of the lodge prior to its affili- 
ation with the third Provincial Grand Lod^e at Toronto, under Sir A. 
N. MacNab, in which period the history of the lodge is continued. 

The MSS. close with a couple of effusions by Bro, Gavin Rus- 
sell. Surely he must have been a sociable, brotherly Scotchman, for 
his effort bears the true spirit of fraternity. 

The Lodge of St. Francis, a Masonic Song, 
in imitation of the Meetinp: of the Waters/' 
by Gavin Russell. 

« 

T. There ne'er was a spot, so enchantingly sweet. 

As the Lodge of St. Francis, where true Brethren meet. 

O! the soul shall have flight from my bosom awav. 

Ere the charms of that Lodge from my heart shall decay. 
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2. It is not that Wall has, with exquisite taste. 
That hall with the choicest of ornaments graced, 
Tis not the bright Goblet, our spirits to cheer, 
01 no, it is something more charming — more dear. 

3. Tis that brethren, beloved of my bosom, are there. 
That Goblet of social communion to share; 

And who feel how the work of the Craftsmen improve 
When cemented in friendship, by Union & Love. 

4. Sweet Lodge of St. Francis — May harmony rest, 

0 As a spell, o'er each thought that our joys would molest, 

Till each feeling of discord, forever shall cease, 
And the world shall name thee, the temple of peace. 

These stanzas were followed by another outburst in poetic strain, 
showing that the cave of harmony was truly in St. Francis' lodge: — 

ST. FRANCIS' LODGK. 

We'll meet to share thy joys again, 

St. Francis' Lodge, 

Where Peace and concord ever reign, 

St. Francis' Lodge, 

There a faithful few are found. 

In Kternal Friendship bound. 

Our mysteries to expound, 

In St. Francis' Lodge. 

The world is dark compared with thee, 

St. Francis' Lodge, 

Thou art the birthplace of the free, 

St. Francis' Lodge, 

For there the Brethren join. 

In a work of Love Divine, 

And three brilliant lights do shine, 

In St. Francis' Lodge. 

As the Ark by furious tempests driven, 

St. Francis* Lodge, 

Shall weather all the storms of heaven, 

St. Francis' Lodge, 

Till we see the Peaceful dove. 

With the olive branch of Love, 

Descending from above. 

On St. Francis' Lodge. 

Then let us by our deed adorn, 

St. Francis' Lodge, 

As glorious Phoebus guilds the morn, 

St, Francis' Lodge, 

And secured from want or shame. 

May each honored brother's name 

Be as spotless as the fame 

Of St. Francis' Lodge. 


Then Pledge me brethren while I toast 

St. Francis' Lodge, 
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The Craftsmen's and our country's boast, 

St. Francis' Lodge, 

For Malice comes not tliere. 

Neither sorrow, pain, nor care, 

While each other's joys we share, 

In St. Francis' Lodp^e. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

Victoria Lodge, Townships of Lansdowne and Yonge, County 

OF Leeds, 1842. 

The county of Leeds formerly was one of the counties, with 
Grenville, which made up the old Johnstown district. Lansdowne and 
Yonge are two of the townships of Leeds. The south boundary of the 
county of Leeds is on the St. Lawrence river, and the townships of the 
county on its southern boundary, commencing at its eastern side, are 
first the township of Elizabethtown, then Yonge, Escott, Lansdowne, 
and on the western limit, the township of Leeds. Why R. W. Bro. 
Phillips should have given a dispensation for a lodge in the townships 
of Lansdowne and Yonge, when the township of Escott intervenes, is 
not explained. The latter is triangular-shaped, the base facing the St. 
Lawrence, while on the left side is Lansdowne and on the right, 
Yonge. 

It must be borne in mind that in tracing the old lodges geograph- 
ical detail is essential. This district was quite a Masonic centre. 
There was a lodge at one time at Farmersville in the northwest corner 
of Yonge, and at various corners," or clusters of houses, lodges 
located at intervals, and it is possible that this lodge in Yonge may 
have been founded in an older lodge which had gone out of existence. 

The issue to this lodge in Lansdowne and Yonge is the best ex- 
ample of a dispensation by R. W. Bro. Phillips. It is written on 
parchment, 13 in. by 11 in., and has in the left-hand corner a ribbon 
and seal. The impression left on the parchment and the width of the 
cutting for the ribbon, show that the seal used was that of the Provin- 
cial Grand EoBge of Canada West, as engraved for Bro. Phillips. 
This dispensation reads : — 

ZIBA M. PHILLIPS, P. P. D. G. M. 

To all and every Our Right Worshipful, Worshipful and loving Brethren, 
I. Ziba Marcus Phillips, Past Provincial Deputy Grand Master and President 
of the Grand Masonic Convention, acting under and by virtue of a Patent 
from His Royal Highness, Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex, Earl 
of Inverness, Baron of Arklow, Knight of the Most Noble order of the Garter, 
&c.. &c., &c.. Most Worshipful Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of 
free and accepted Masons of England 

Send Greeting 

KNOW YE, that by virtue of the Patent to me granted, and at the 
request and Petition of our trusty and well beloved Brethren, James B. 
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Howard, Alfred C. Booth, William G. Murry, Esquires, and a constitutional 
number of Brethren, praying for a dispensation to enable them to open and 
hold lodges and therein make Free Masons to the third Degree, according 
to the Antient usages of the Craft in all Ages and Nations round the 
Globe. 

And taking the premises into most serious consideration, I have thought 
fit to grant this my Dispensation to the said James B. Howard, Alfred C. 
Booth and William G. Murry, to open and hold a Lodge in the townships of 
Landsdown & Young by the name of Victoria Lodge, and therein make Free 
Masons to the third Degree, according to ancint form, AND I do appoint- 
you, the said James B. Howard, Esquire, to be First Master, Alfred C. Booth, 
to be First Senior Warden, and William G. Murry to be First Junior Warden, 
you and your successors in office, paying due Respect to the Grand Lodge of 
England and to us, by whom these Presents are Granted. 

GIVEN under my hand and seal at Brockville, in the Province of Canada, 
this :23rd day of June, A.D. 1842 and A. L. 5842. 

Ziba M. Phillips, 

P. P. D. G. M. 

The meeting- place of the lodge is not given, nor is there trace of 
records. 

In the minute book of the New Oswegatchie lodge. No. 7, at Kliza- 
bethtown, there are not only the records of No. 7 but also of No, 13 
in Leeds," and following the latter are ledger accounts of members of 
Harmony lodge, which met in the township of Kitley about 1838-42. 
One of these ledger accounts is for Bro. Howard and reads on the 
debit side : — 

James B. Howard, Dr., May the 28th, 1839, for his initiation in 

Harmony Lodge, ^1. 5. o. 

To Harmony Lodge Dr. to pass & Raise^ 2. 10. o. 


£3. IS- o. 

On the Contra or Cr." side the account reads: 

'* By Cash, £0. 5. o. 

Oct. the 22nd by Cash, i. o. o. 

Jime 9th, 1840, by A. R. Howard, 50/- 2. 10. o. 

£3. IS- o. 

In the same book is the ledger account of Bro. Alfred C. Booth, 
on September 17th, 1839, and in an account of 19th November, 1838, 
that of Bro. William G. Murry " for initiation £1. 5. od/' 

The finding* of these names in an old minute book, which was 
used from 1 787-1840, to record the work of three lodg-es, is one of the 
numerous coincidences all along the line in connection with research 
for Craft historical knowledge. 

Victoria lodge probably met at Chamberlain/s corners or at 
Frankville in the township of Kitley, a township which lies directly 
north of the township of Yonge. 

On the 8th June, 1841, in the minutes of St. Francis lodge, 
Smith's Falls, there is an entry that 

*' Bro, Neilson was directed to notify the Harmony Lodge that from, ten 
to twelve members might be calculated upon as likely to attend at the cele- 
bration of St. John's Day at Frankville." 

Harmony lodg-e undoubtedly met in Kitley and v^^as in existence 
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in 1845 during- the term of the third Provincial Grand Lodge, so that 
Victoria lodge may have met at Frankville, for the fact that Harmony 
lodge wovild attend at Frankville " indicates that that was not its 
home and that some other lodge, possibly Victoria, met there. FrauK- 
ville was a few miles north of Farmersville, which was a Masonic 
centre. 


CHAPTER XXV. 

St. John's Lodge, Carleton Place, Township of Beckwitii, 

County of Lanark, 1842-45. 

Carleton Place is situated on the Mississippi river and on the 
line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, in Beckwith township, Lanark 
county, twenty miles north of Perth, the county seat. 

There was no part of the Craft jurisdiction which had greater 
fealty for R. W. Bro. Ziba M. Phillips than the counties of Leeds, 
Lanark, Frontenac and Grenville. While his labors were held in high 
esteem in Upper Canada generally, yet the localities referred to show- 
ed their faith by the organizations of lodges under his warrants and 
accepted his rulings, with a faith which could not be shaken. 

The efforts of R. W. Bro. Phillips were seconded by enthusiastic 
brethren, of whom no one perhaps contributed more to the success of 
the Craft in Smith's Falls and Carleton Place than Bro. Johnston 
Neilson of Smith's Falls. The success of the lodges in that count)'- 
was largely due to the good influence exercised by this brother. He 
was not only energetic in business but literary in character and some- 
thing of a poet. The minute book of the lodge at Carleton Place is 
quite a curiosity in its way, and the opening pages contain the follow- 
ing poem, breathing the true spirit of fraternity and written by Bro. 
Neilson: 

** The Lodge of Carletom Place/' 

Come, all my loving Brethren, 

One chorus let us raise; 
Of Masonry, that Art Divine, 

Let's sing the glorious praise: 
Her works and emblems morals teach. 

Which nought can e'er surpass; 
And, oh! may Virtue aye adorn 

The Lodge of Carleton Place. 

King Solomon, for wisdom fam'd, 

Our Art did fast embrace; 
King Hiram, for his wealth renown'd; 

The Widow's Son likewise: 
. The Holy Temple's splendid Courts 

Their fame did long confess; 
Oh! may that Temple proudly stand. 

We've raised in Carleton Place. 
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Cemented are our walls with love, 

With harmony and peace; 
By Virtue's Square our work we prove; 

Its bounds her Compass trace; 
The Plumb of Rectitude uprears; 

The Level does equalize; 
And may Strife's Hammer ne'er disturb 

The Lodge of Carleton Place. 


Our Master sits enthroned in state; 

God bless his honest face; 
His Wardens true are at their post, 

Their columns to upraise: 
With faithful Treasurer and Scribe, 

And Deacons round to pass; 
And Brethren worthy to uphold 

The Lodge of Carleton Place. 

By secrecy our Lodge is tyled, 

While beauty does her grace; 
Her strength is in the Lord of Hosts; 

She walks in Wisdom's ways; 
Her Enter'd ^Prentice serves his time; 

Her Craft to work does pass; 
And, may Master Masons aye abound 

In the Lodge of Carleton Place! 


While Mississippi's noble stream 

Flows onward by our place; 
While Beckwith and Ramsay Ladies love 

Their lords' most fond embrace; 
May Sons arise, of gen'rous mould, 

Our Order to increase; 
And may St. John forever own 

His Lodge of Carleton Place. 


And when the sands of life have run; 

When Sol's bright course shall cease. 
Oh! may our souls united be 

In everlasting peace. 
By Jacob's Ladder may we mount 

Above the clouded skies; 
And thro' Faith and Love be all transferr'd 

From the Lodge of Carleton Place! 


Some years before the organization of the lodge at Carleton Place 
a few members of the Craft, some of whom had been initiated in 
Great Britain and some members of True P>ritons' lodge at Perth, but 
all of whom resided in Beckwith and Ramsay townships in the county 
of Lanark and an adjacent part of Goulburn, in Carleton, held occa- 
sional meetings for consultation relative to the Masonic lodge in that 
part of the district of Bathurst. At one period funds were subscribed 
by those brethren to the amovmt of about nine pounds currency 
towards the procuring of a warrant and furnishing the contemplated 
lodgre, but in consequence of there being no Provincial Grand Master 
in Upper Canada, and the Provincial Grand Lodge consequently, not 
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being in operation at that time, the aforesaid brethren were at a loss 
to know how to proceed in their design and ultimately let it rest. 

It was not until the latter part of 1842, when a correspondence 
having opened between Bro. Brice McNeely, of Beckwith, and Bro. 
Johnston Neilson, of St. Francis' lodge, Smith:s Falls, relative to the 
meeting of the Royal Arch chapter tlien lately established at that 
place, and the founding of a Masonic lodge at Carleton Place being 
mooted, a project into which the latter brother entered warmly, that 
Bro. Brice McNeely in unison with Bro. William Rea, of Rarnsay, 
determined on calling together the Masonic brethren in their vicinity 
for the purpose of determining on and signing the petition for a 
dispensation to be forwarded to the Right Worshipful Ziba Marcus 
Phillips, of Brockville, Past Provincial Deputy Grand Master for 
Upper Canada. 

The meeting for this purpose was held on the 25th November, 
1842, in Bro< Manny Nowlan's, Carleton Place, and was attended by 
the following Master Masons, all of whom signed the petition for the 
dispensation, with the exception of Bro. Peter McGregor, who was 
not at the conclusion of the business, viz.: Bros. Brice McNeely, of 
Beckwith, William Rea, of Ramsay, James Robinson, of Ranlsay, 
James McNeely, of Beckwith, John More, of Ramsay, Peter Car- 
michael, of Beckwith, John Mclntyre, of Ramsay, Andrew Paul, of 
Ramsay, and Peter McGregor, of Franktown Beckwith. 

The aforesaid brethren nominated Bros. Brice McNeely, Mas- 
ter, William Rea, S, W., and James Robinson, J. W., of their new 
St. John's lodge, and having applied for and cordially obtained a 
recommendation to the R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips from St. Francis 
lodge. Smith's Falls, to which their petition was transmitted for the 
purpose, he granted the prayer of their petition, the expense of the 
necessary dispensation being one guinea and half, and fixed on the 
evening of Friday, January :>oth, following, for attending with other 
Grand oflficers to install the new officers.'' 

The MSS. reveal an interesting letter from R. W. Bro. Phillips 
to the Rev. Bro. Neilson, as follows: 

Brockville, ist January, 1843. 
Dear Sir, — Yours of the 26th of December. 1842, respecting the petition 
of our Brethren of Carleton Place, which I received on the 28th ult., and 
have made out their dispensation, which is ready for them. I will endeavor 
to be at your place on the i8th, ready for Labor on the morning of the 19th 
of January, and will Install the officers of St. John's Lodge, Carleton Place, 
on the following day, if they wish. They must expect to pay my travelling 
expenses if I go out there, and I hope they will have the Dispensation fee 
ready. I have been devoting so much of my time to the Masonic cause for 
the last eighteen months that it leaves me quite bare of funds in these hard 
tmies. Yet I hope to see the great and good cause flourish in Canada before 
I leave this Terrestrial Globe, in spite of the Powers of darkness that have 
assailed it. 

The last sentence referred to the opposition in the western part 
of the jurisdiction to lodges being opened in the neighborhood of 
Carleton Place, Smith's Falls, &c. The following is a copy of the 
dispensation: jr^ 
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ZTBA MARCUS PHILLIPS. 

TO ALL WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME. 
Send Greeting. 

KNOW YE, that I, Ziba :M. Phillips, of the Town of Brockville, in the 
Province of Canada (.West), Esquire, P. Deputy Grand Master, and President 
of Grand Masonic Convention, &c., &c. 

Have, at the Petition of our Trusty and Rig^ht well Beloved Brother, 
Brice Mack Neely. William Rea, James Robinson, and a constitutional number 
of Brothers, Master Masons, residing in the village of Carleton Place, 
desirous of congregating, and forming themselves into a Regular Lodge at 
Carlton Place aforesaid. 

Know Ye, that I have thought tit to grant these my Letters of Dispensa- 
tion to the said Brice Mack Neely, William Rea, James Robinson, and a 
constitutional number of Master Masons, to open and hold Lodges of 
Entered Apprentices, Fellow Crafts, and Master Masons, and therein, when 
duly congregated, to make Free Masons, to the third degree, according to 
ancient form, as practised in and round the Globe. 

And I do hereby appoint you, the said Brice ISIack Neely, to be the first 
Master of St. John's Lodge of Carlton Place, and you, William Rea, to be 
first Senior W^arden, and you. James Robinson, to be first Junior Warden, 
you, and your successors in office, paying due respect to the Grand Lodge, 
and to us, by whom these presents are granted. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Brockville, this twenty-ninth of 
December, A.D. 1842. a id of Masonry, A.L. 5842. 

Z. M. PHILLIPS. 

The 20th day of January was the date appointed for the installa- 
tion of the officers of the nev^^ lodge. Amongst those present were R. 
W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips, Deputy Provincial Grand Master, with W. 
Bro. James Maitland, of St. Francis' lodge, acting as G. S. W. ; Bro. 
Alexander Matheson, of St. Francis' lodge, as G. J. W.: Bro. Robt. 
Douglas, of True Britons' lodge, as Grand Treasurer; Bro. Johnston 
Neilson, of St. Francis lodge, as Grand Secretary and Chaplain; Bro. 
Walter McCrea, of Rideau lodge, as G. S. D. ; Bro. Wm. Ferguson, 
of St. Francis' lodge, as G. J. D. ; and Bro. Richard Frayne, of 
Hibernia R. A. chapter, as Grand T^der. There were also present the 
following visiting brethren: James Armstrong and William HoUiday, 
of St. Francis' lodge, and Donald McDougald, Beckwith, unattached, 
with the following members of the lodge about to be installed, viz.: 
Brs. Brice ?^IcNeely, Wm. Rea, James Robinson, James McNeely, 
Daniel Shipman, Peter Carmichael, John Mclntyre and John 
McEwan. 

Three petitions were presented, those of Mr. James Bell, Wm. 
John Rea, and Dr. William B. Ramsay. These appHcants were duly 
accepted and initiated and the lodge closed, whereupon the brethren 
partook of an excellent supper with great happiness in Bro. 
McEwan's." 

The second meeting was held on the 25th January, 1843, which 
eleven brethren were present. It was resolved that los. should be 
the fee for initiation. The minutes note that the cost of the dispensa- 
tion was £1. 15., and the travelling expenses of R. W. Bro. Phillips 
£1, a total of £2. 15. 

At the regular meeting on the 15th March nine petitions for 
15a 
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initiation were received, and a vote of thanks passed to Bro. Ebenezer 
Bell, of Perth, for his kindness in furnishing this lodge with jewels. 



The Carleton House, on Part of Lot 4, Bridge Street, where 

St. John's Lodge met, 1842-1858. 

On the 6th June, 1843, 

Bro. William Rea was instructed to apply to Mr. Hawkins Murphy for 
his services at beating^ the drum on the 24th inst.," and the members of this 
lodge were requested individually to notify unattached brethren relative to the 
celebration of St. John's Day as they may have opportunity." 

At the meeting of 14th June, 1843, a letter was received from 
Kitley with reference to the celebration, and it was resolved that 
application should be made to the committee of the Methodist church 
for the use of their house of w^orship for the 24th inst. It was also 
resolved that in case Bro. Francis Tremayne was unable to officiate on 
St. John's day, the Rev. K. Boswell, the Anglican minister, should be 
informed of the desire of this lodge to be favored with a sermon in 
the English Church in such case/' 

The meetings were well attended and particularly that of 24th 
June, 1843, when W. Bro. B. McNeely, W.M., Bro. Wm. Rea, S. W., 
Bro. James Robinson, J. W., Bro. James Bell, Treasurer; Bro. John 
McWhinnie, acting as Secretary; Bro. Johnston Neilson acting as 
Chaplain, and Bro. Robt. J. Rea and Bro. Wm. B. Ramsay as S. and J. 
Deacon respectively. The brethren assembled at high noon and the 
lodge was duly opened. The minutes state that between eleven and 
twelve o'clock 

" the approach of St. Francis Lodge, the Hibernia Royal Arch Chapter 
and the Victoria Encampment of Smith's Falls, accompanied by the Rt. 
Worshipful Ziba M. Phillips and Br. Peter McGregor of Franktown, and pre- 
ceded by the flag of St. Francis Lodge and Martial music, was announced." 

Upon this St. John's lodge proceeded in due order and preceded 
by their flag and martial music marched to meet their brethren, pay 
them due honor and ask them to their lodge room." The minutes 
further state: 

" The Brethren being formed in order for procession to attend the ordinary 
service of the Engrlish Church, Master Masons preceding, followed by the 
Royal Arch Chapter, and the procession closed by the Victoria Encampment, 
proceeded thither with the flags of St. Francis and St. John's Lodges, Martial 
Mnsic, and the Banners and Equipments of the R. A. Chapter and Encamp- 
ment at about i p.m. 
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After the return of the Brethren from the service of the English Churcn 
to the Lodge Room, they next went, after a short intermission, in profession 
to the Methodist Church, where a Masonic Discourse was deUvered by Br. 
Johnston Neilson, Chaplain, pro tempore. 

The religious services of the day being concluded and the Brethren 
having perambulated the Village in procession, the lodge was closed, after 
which the Brethren repaired to Br. Manny Nowlan's Taveri for Dinner, 
according to previous arrangements." 

R. W. Bro. Ziba M. Phillips, who had a peculiar faculty for pre - 
siding at dinners, proposed the toast, first of " The Queen and the 
Craft;'' The Day we Celebrate;" ' To the Memory of His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Sussex/' which was drunk in solemn silence. 
Then followed " Bro, Neilson and His Excellent Masonic Discourse/' 
to which that brother, who was a capable speaker, replied. After this 
the following^ toasts w^ere drunk: 

''The Lodge of St. Francis; The Hibernia Royal Arch Chapter and the 
Victoria Encampment, and may the union between these bodies and the 
Lodge of St. John be intimate and lasting." 

The health, happiness and prosperity of Wpful. Brother McNeely, 
^Master of St. John's Lodge, and may his Lodge flourish in numbers, respect- 
ability and worth." 

The proceedings of the day afforded great satisfaction and 
pleasure to the brethren engaged therein, and appeared to make a 
favourable impression on a very considerable, intelligent and respect- 
able body of spectators. On the 5th July at a regular meeting after 
routine the written authority " given by R. W. Bro. Phillips for the 
raising of Bro. Nolan to the degree of M. M., he having been received 
as an K. A. and F. C. in True Britons' lodge, Perth, was read and 
presented to the lodge. The lodge agreed to give him the third degree 
on condition that he should pay or be responsible for $4, which, how- 
ever, the minutes state he refused to do." 

It was a somewhat difficult matter to obtain an entrance into 
the early lodges. At this meeting a Mr, Moses Clark, who presented 
himself for admission, was examined by the M. and secretary, but 
the interrogations were not satisfactorily answered and he was request- 
ed to place his Masonic authority before the lodge at its next meet- 
ing. Copies of the Book of Constitution of the Grand Lodge of 
England were not as plentiful in 1843 those of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada in 1898, for Bro. Neilson was authorized to apply to True 
Britons' lodge, Perth, for the loan of their " Book of Constitutions," 
for the purpose of making extracts therefrom for the use of this lodge. 

The celebration of the festival had entailed some extras for 
additional liquors at the dinner on St. John's Day," and as the lodge 
objected to the payment of the chaige Bro. Kwan Cameron was 
appointed to report on the subject at the next meeting of the lodge^ 
and the minutes state 

the lodge is desirous to have justice done not only to themselves but to 
Bro. Nolan in this case and, as far as in their power, to aid in the settle- 
ment of the demand if correct." 

At the meeting of 2nd August, 1843, Bro. Cameron reported " the 
unsuccessful enquiry into the matter with which he was charged at last 
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meeting-;" Bro. Neilson entertained the brethren with a lecture on the 
E. A. degree at this meeting, after which the lodge closed. 

At the next meeting Bro. Neilson, who had been appointed to 
draft bylaws for the lodge, reported that he expected information on 
the subject from the Ahiman Rezon in Bro. McWhinnie's possession, 
which " was a source of satisfaction to the lodge." 

The meeting of 6th December, 1843, was an important one. 
Seventeen were present. Bro. Nolan, who had objected to the charge 
of $4, for the M. M. degree, " intimated his desire to be raised to the 
degree of Master Mason, agreeable to the terms agreed to by this 
lodge/' but the matter was deferred until the next meeting. Bro. 
Neilson communicated to the lodge the fact that he had received a 
letter from the secretary of St. Francis' lodge, relative to the appoint- 
ment by the Grand Lodge of Scotland of R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. 
MacNab as Provincial Grand Master for that body in Canada West, 
stating at the same time that R. W. Bro. MacNab's patent had not 
yet arrived." 

On the 19th December, 1843, an invitation was received from St. 
Francis' lodge. Smith's Falls, inviting St. John's lodge to join with 
them in their celebration of St. John's day. The degree of Master 
Mason was conferred upon Bro. Nolan at this meeting. The lodge 
decided to go to Smith's Falls on the :27th inst. to celebrate St. John's 
day, and the brethren were notified to assemble at Carleton Place at 
six o'clock on the morning of that day in order to start in company." 
As usual, in order that the procession might take place in proper 
form, the drummer and fifer were agreed to be procured for the 
occasion.'' 

On the day of the festival the lodge proceeded to Smith's Falls. 
At Franktown they were joined by a few of the brethren, and on 
arrival at Smith's Falls at eleven o'clock they were met outside the 
village by the lodge of St. Francis, headed by R. W. Bro. Ziba M. 
Phillips, Deputy Provincial Grand Master. The minutes state 

The Lodges of St. Francis and St. John then .proceeded, with their 
Flags and martial music, which had accompanied St, John's Lodge from 
Carleton Place, preceding, to the Lodge Room of St. Francis' Lodge, which 
Lodge had been opened on the Entered Apprentice Degree previously to the 
arrival of St. John's Lodge, 

After a short intermission the aforesaid Lodges formed in order of pro- 
cession, and having perambulated the greater part of the village of Smith's 
Palls, with their usvial decorum returned to the Lodge Room in Br. Arthvir F 
Walls, where a good dinner was served up at 3 p.m." 

W. Bro, James Shaw, master of St. Francis' lodge, presided, sup- 
ported on his right by R. W, Bro. Z. M. Phillips. After the toast of 
'"The Queen and the Craft/' The Health, Happiness and Prosperity 
of R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips, and may his exertions in the cause of 
Masonry be long continued,'' was proposed by Bro. Neilson. The 
minutes state that the R. W. Brother in acknowledging the toast, 
which he did in an animated and zealous strain, gave * The Lodges of 
St.^ Francis and St. John; may they prosper and may their fraternal 
union be great and permanent.' 

About forty brethren were present at this re-union, which was 
most successful. The minutes note that W. Bro. James Shaw, Mas- 
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ter of St. Francis' Lodge, and Bro. A. F. Wall, of the same lodge, did 
not take part in the procession but attended at the dinner/' 

On the first of May, 1844, after routine, it was resolved that the 
W. M. be repaid $2 from the lodge funds, which had been advanced 
by him to Duncan McKenzie for a drum which he made for this 
lodge/' and the thanks of the lodge were given to Bro. Clendenning 
for a donation of $2 to the lodge in payment of half the price of the 
aforesaid drum/' 

The celebration of St. John's day at Perth, Carleton Place and 
Smith's Falls, had inspired a certain amount of enthusiasm at Lanark 
and at Bellamy's Mills, and the question of establishing lodges at these 
places was discussed, and in order to encourage the formation of such 
lodges the members of St. John's thought the}^ could do so parti- 
cularly by visiting one or other place on St. John's Day ensuing, and 
having some public display or j^rocession." 

At the meeting of 5th June, 1844, arrangements were made as 
usual for the celebration of St. John's day, and it was resolved that 
the Rev. Mr. Hallcroft, Baptist Minister at Carleton Place, be request- 
ed to favor the brethren with a sermon in the Baptist Church at high 
noon on that day/" and, as previous social reunions had not been an 
unqualified success, and as extra charges at the last celebration were 
objected to by members of the lodge, on this occasion it was 
resolved : 

That the Brethren instead of a pubHc dinner partake together in the 
afternoon of St. John^s Day, of such moderate refreshment as shall be con- 
sistent with that Temperance wTiich should always distinguish the Fraternity, 
and that such convivial and social repast be had in the Building in which 
this Lodge meets; that the Brethren who attend contribute 6d. each towards 
the expense thereof, and Balance over which contributions shall be paid out 
of the Lodge Funds, and that Br. Bell have the management of the 
preparations." 

The festival of St. John the Baptist, on the 24th June, 1844, was 
duly celebrated at Carleton Place by St. John's lodge and some neigh- 
boring " unattached brethren. This term means unafifiliated. 

R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips had directed the W. M. of St. John's 
lodge to attend the Grand Masonic Convention at Merrickville on St. 
John's day, but the notice was received too late for arrangements to 
be made, and the distance being too great to travel " no representa- 
tion was sent to Merrickville. 

About thirty brethren attended this meeting on St. John's da}', 
which was called for eleven in the morning. The subject of petitioning 
the Grand Lodge of Kngland in connection with the appointment of a 
Provincial Grand Master was discussed at this meeting of the lodge. 
The minutes do not go into details, but there can be no doubt that the 
lodge felt the need of a governing head, not that they were dissatisfied 
with R. W. Bro. Phillips, but he himself would have favored, as he did 
afterw^ards, the appointment of a proper person by the Grand Lodge 
of England to govern the Craft in the jvirisdiction. The minutes state: 

Some conversation " took place on the subject of petitioning the 
Grand Lodge of Kngland again to appoint a Provincial GranH Master and to 
revive'the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, farther action on which 
business was deferred till a subsequent part of the day." 
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The lodge being duly closed the celebration of St, John's day was 
continued for 

The Brethren proceeded in due form with martial music and their 
Flag preceding, to the Baptist Church, where a sermon, agreeably to request 
previously made, was deHvered by the Rev. L. Holcraft, Baptist Minister." 

The members of the lodge were determined that the villagers 
should be impressed by the procession, and it is not unlikely that such 
was the case, because the minutes state that 

After the conclusion of their religious services the procession perambu- 
lated, in similar order, all parts of the village, amidst a considerable concourse 
of spectators, and returned to their Lodge room, where the Lodge was closed 
in due form/' , 

The minutes further state that the lodge banquetted 

the Brethren and their Musicians * * to a frugal and refreshing re- 
past, as before arranged, in the large apartment adjoining, where in peace and 
harmony they terminated the celebration of the day/' 

On the 3rd July the lodge assembled for its regular tneeting and 
the minutes state 

The thanks of this Lodge were, on resolution, made, directed to be con- 
veyed in writing by Br. Neilson, acting Secretary pro tempore, to the Rev. 
L. Holcroft, Baptist Minister at Carleton Place, for the readiness with which 
he complied with the request to him on behalf of this Lodge for a Sermon on 
St. John, the Baptist's, 24th Ulto. with their freewill offering of 4 dollars as 
a tc»ken of their estimation of his kindness and the satisfactory manner in 
which he acquitted himself on the occasion, provided it be found the funds of 
the Lodge are equal to such disbursement." 

The question of the appointment of a Provincial Grand Master by 
the Grand Lodge of England came up again for discussion, and 

Br. Neilson submitted to this Meeting the draft of the petition to the 
Grand Lodge of England relative to the appointment of a Provincial Grand 
Master, and the re-organization of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper 
Canada, which he had intended for the consideration of this Lodge on the 
afternoon of St. John's day last, had a Master Masons' Lodge Meeting, as was 
expected, not been prevented by the Brethren being desirous to return early 
to their respective homes on that occasion, and the sense of the Brethren 
present being taken on the aforesaid petition, and it being the general opinion 
that good might result from such an attempt to call the attention of the 
Grand Lodge of England to the State of the Craft in this Province, by the 
Wpful. Master's suggestion, Brs. Bell and Neilson were directed to see to the 
obtaining of signatures to the petition." 

The following is a copy of the petition, which was forwarded 
some months later to the Grand Lodge of England: 

To the Most Worshipful and. Right Honorable, the Earl of Zetland 
Grand Master of Masons and the Grand Lodge of England. 

, J}}^ Petition of the undersigned Regular Free and Accepted Masons of 
the District of Bathurst, Canada West, 

Most Humbly and Fraternally Sheweth 
That your Petitioners, having a due and anxious concern for the advance- 
ment and prosperity of Masonry in this part of Her Majesty's Dominions, 
which they are convinced will be best promoted by the revival of the Pro- 
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viucial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, now Canada West, and that in 
connection with the Grand Lodge of England most earnestly pray you to 
take the case of the Fraternity in Canada West into your most serious and 
ear H est consideration. 

That of late years there has arisen an ardent and a gratifying desire for 
the revival of Masonry in many parts of this province, but a want of union, 
consequent on the annihilation of the Provincial Grand Lodge, which 
followed the departure from Canada of the last Provincial Grand Master, 
Simon McGillivray, Esq., operates much against the advancement of the 
cause of Masonry in Canada West. 

That the last Provincial Grand Master aforesaid, in prospect of departure, 
gave to his Past Deputy Ziba Marcus Phillips, Esq., now of Brockville, in 
this Province, under his Hand and seal, authority to act as the Head of the 
Masonic institution in Upper Canada, w^hich authority he has occasionally 
exercised in granting Letters of Dispensation for the establishment of new 
Lodges when applied for in a regular manner and in otherwise superintend- 
ing the Craft, for their advantage, the several Lodges thus established con- 
sidering themselves as having been constituted by authority ultimately 
derived from the Grand Lodge of England, and as being amenable to your 
Grand Masonic Body. 

That while the Right Worshipful Ziba Marcus Phillips has displayed 
exemplary Masonic zeal and attention to the Craft, and has discharged the 
duties of his ofifice in the most regular manner, and according to the constitu- 
tions of the Grand Lodge of England, he has refrained from exercising the 
power of granting warrants for Lodges as being a power only to be exercised 
by the superior Grand Lodge of En''^iand or by a Provincial Grand Lodge, 
were there such in operation, and consequently Lodges by him installed, and 
holding by Dispensation, which may be desirous to exchange their letters of 
Dispensation for Warrants and Numbers, are exceedingly anxious for the re- 
estabJishment of the Provincial Grand Lodge, and also for a complete union 
of the subordinate Masonic Societies of Canada West, with the advantages 
atterding such union. 

That, since the departure of the last Provincial Grand Master, no Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge meeting has been held. 

That the surviving Grand Officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge appear 
disinclined to acknowledge the authority and acts of the worthy and active 
Deputy aforesaid, as do also several Lodges, particularly in the Western parts 
of Cianada West. 

That the Jewels and other furniture of the Provincial Grand Lodge were 
by some of those Grand Officers deposited in the custody of the Bank of 
Upper Canada, where they have since remained. 

That of the Lodges at present in operation in Canada West, besides 
those holding by Dispensation as aforesaid, your Petitioners believe that a 
few hold by warrant directly from the Grand Lodges of England and Ireland, 
which it would be desirable to have brought into connection with a Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge if practicable. That the majority of the Eraternity of Free 
and Accepted Masons in this Province have been looking most anxiously and 
latterly rather impatiently for the Grand Lodge of England re-organizing 
the Provincial Grand Lodges, and that partial conventions of Representa- 
tives of Lodges haVe of late years been held, more particularly one at 
Kingston in February, A. L., 584^. for the purpose of takmg into considera- 
tion the expediency of petitioning your Grand Masonic Body on that subject 
t3 the petition agreed to on which occasion yovir petitioners regret to say 
that the craft in Canada have hitherto received no answer. 

That many of the Fraternity, having become impatient and dissatisfied 
with the delay, have begun to take measures for the establishment of an 
Independent Provincial Grand Lodge, which your petitioners, who arc 
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deeply concerned that none of the ties which bind the colonists to the 
Mother country, should be broken, greatly deprecate and deplore, while a 
hope remains of their being: attended to by your distinguished Body. 

That your petitioners most earnestly and respectfully represent that your 
conferring a new charter on the Masonic fraternity in Canada West at such 
charge, as in your wisdom and justice you may be pleased to determine; your 
exempting the Provincial and subordinate Lodges afterwards from payments 
to yovir Grand Lodge Treasury, the proceeds from Aiasonic sources being by 
all the Fraternity in the country considered requisite fcr the advancement ol 
the great and charitable cause within its own bounds; Your appointing Pro- 
vincial Grand Masters from time to time under such restrictions as you may 
be pleased to determine, and authorizing the Provincial Grand Masters to 
appoint the subordinate Grand Officers or else to have a veto on their election. 
Your requiring the adoption of the book of constitutions of the late Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge or that of the Grand Lodge of England; your appointing 
Brother Sir Allan Napier McNabb, Dundurn Castle, Hamilton. Canada West, 
whose character and devoted loyalty entitle him to the first consideration, 
your First Provincial Grand Master for Canada West, an office to which the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland has also spontaneously appointed^ him ; your recom- 
mendation of Brother Ziba Marcus Phillips, Esquire, Brockville, as first 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master and visitor of Lodges and Instructor of the 
craft in work and Installation of new Lodges, duties for which he is well 
qualified, in consideration of such services he be paid an annual salary from 
the Provincial Grand Lodge funds, and you taking such steps as in yovir 
wisdom you may deem expedient, not only for the submission of the surviv- 
ing Grand officers of the late Provinc'ial Grand Lodge and the restoration of 
the Jewels, &c., belonging thereunto, but also for the annexation to the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of such other Lodges in Canada West as hold by war- 
rants directly from the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland, or Scotland — 
That these are measures which your petitioners conceive would produce 
general satisfaction and would unite the Fraternity of Canada West in one 
harmonious compact, regular. Loyal and flourishing Body. And your peti- 
tioners most earnestly and dutifully pray your most serious and earliest con- 
sideration thereof, and ff you be pleased to answer the long indulged and 
anxiovis hope of the Fraternity in Canada West, by acting thereon, that 
you will be pleased to communicate with Brother Sir Allan N. McNabb, that 
steps may be Taken for a general convention of the craft. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c., &c., &c. 

24th Tune, A.L. 5844, 
L.S. 

To the Rt. Honorable, the Earl of Zetland, G. M.. & the Grand Lodge of 
England. 

At the meeting of 7th August, 1844, the petition to the Grand 
Lodge of England, which had been considered at the last meeting, 
was returned to Bro. Neilson for amendment. Bro. Neilson also dis- 
tributed at this meeting printed copies of a circular outlining the pro- 
ceedings of the independent Grand Lodge at Merrickville on the 24th 
June, 1844. 

There was no meeting in September, but in October of that year 
Bro. Neilson stated that the petition to England was in his possession 
and would be produced for signature " at the next meeting of the 
lodge. At the meeting of 7th August, 1844, it was resolved that one 
I enny ^monthly dues be paid by each member of this lodge for the 
future/' and at the following meeting in October the minutes state 
that a commencement w^as made of the payment of dues according to 
the resolution of last meeting." 
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On the 4th December, 1844, the petition to the Grand Lodge of 
England for the reorganization of the Grand Lodge of Canada and the 
appointment of Sir Allan N. MacNab, as Provincial (irand Master, 
was read and sustained, and it was duly signed by tlie officers and 
members of the lodge who Avere present. At this meeting a letter was 
received by the W. M. from R. VV. Bro. Z. M, Phillips, Grand Master 
of the new Grand Lodge of Canada West," inviting the lodge to join 
in the celebration of the festival of St. John the Evangelist, in Brock- 
ville. The lodge directed an answ^er to the effect that until the fate 
of the Petition to the Grand Lodge of England be known this Lodge 
carinot undertake to decide whether it will unite with the new Grand 
Lodge or not.'' 

It appears that the tyler of the lodge, Bro. Patrick Hughes, had 
received 2/6 for each meeting, and now it was resolved that he also 
rec^cive 5s. for each occasion on which he acts as drummer until the 
claim of the lodge against said brother for initiation fees be 
liquidated/' 

The 27th December was celebrated by the brethren as usual, the 
commemoration of the day being confined to their lodge room, there 
not being such a number of them assembled as to justify a more 
public display by a procession." The minutes then state: 

iMuch pleasure was enjoyed by them in Masonic converse, to which ihe 
charms of Alusic Instrumental and Vocal with recitations were added» and 
though last not least, the company of a few select friends of both sexes, who 
partook of the ample refreshments that had been provided, and part of whom 
contributed their share of the music. &c. After spending the evening \'ery 
ag^reeably all retired with a desire for a repetition of meetings of the same kind 
on s milar occasions. ' 

On the 5th February, 1845, is recorded that *' In consequence 
of the depth of the snow it was impracticable to hold a meeting of tlic 
Lodge at this time/' 

On the i6th April, 1845, application was made by the build- 
ing* committee of the Free Methodist Society of the township of 
Ramsey for the presence of the lodge at the laying of the foundation 
stone of the church, as the committee had resolved that it should be 
done in due Masonic form, provided the services o^ the Rev, Mr, 
Bo3'd, Prescott, can be procured to give an address on the occasion." 
It is almost needless to say that the lodge consented. A dispute 
between two brethren was settled at this meeting, and the minute 
referring to the matter is rather interesting: 

*' After hearing a statement of particulars from both these Brethren, 
fron- which it appeared that the case was not of that aggravated nature which 
had at first been conceived, although the two Brethren themselves had had 
their feelings wrought up to a state of great irritation against each other, 
mere particularly by each having given vent to expressions inconsistent with 
that brotherly love which should ever subsist among Masons, and which will 
be evidenced as much by Brethren not insinuating or speaking evil of each 
ether as by anything else, the Lodge had the very gratifying pleasure of at 
length reconciling the two members at least externally, and indulge the hope 
that the past irritation will cool down, and that brotherly love will regain its 
ascendancy in their breasts/' 

On the 30th April an emergency was held, at which a petition was 
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read and More strict observance of the Masonic duty of Secrecy as to 
the transactions within the Lodge, and the names of Candidates was 
resolved on for the time to come." 

Bro. Neilson was indefatigable, not only in Masonic work, but 
in other features which would benefit humanity, for at the meeting of 
21 St May, 1845, he proposed to establish a library in connection with 
St. John's lodge for the benefit of the brethren, and by resolution of 
the lodge 

" obtained the sanction of this Lodge for the establishment of a Library 
in connection with St. John's Lodge for the benefit of such Brethren as 
tnigrht support the undertaking and adopt the Regulations to be made for the 
management of such Library/* 

A committee was also appointed to carry the project into effect. 
On the 29th May, 1845, ^^e lodge convened at nine o'clock in the 
morning, for the purpose of attending the funeral of the late Bro. 
Norris Hamilton. 

On the i8th June, 1845, the W. M. laid before the lodge a letter, 
which he had received from R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips, requesting a 
representative from the lodge at the " convention of the Grand Lodge 
of which he is Master, to be held at Kemptville on the 24th instant." 
For the celebration of St. John's day the lod^^'e determined upon a 
procession in the village, to be followed by partaking with the wives 
or other female friends of Brethren in the Building in which this Lodge 
is held of Tea and accompaniments/' Also 

Brother Nowlan agreed to furnish the aforesaid refreshment at the rate 
of 1/3 for each member and female partner, the members each to pay his own 
propoition and that for the friends to be defrayed out of the Lodge funds." 

The celebration of St. John's day, 1845, must have been expensive. 
Each brother paid is. 3d., and when all had contributed except Bros. 
Bell and Boulton, who did not partake/' the total amounted to 
$53-^5' The brethren marched as usual, for the minutes state: 

" A procession was formed and the Brethren accompanied with music, 
viz.: a great and a lesser Drum and Messrs. McArthur and Dougherty with 
wind Instruments, perambulated the village and its environs in full display. 
On the return of the Brethren to the place whence they had set out, they, 
after an interval of time, sat down to Tea in the great hall of the Building in 
which the Lodge is held, having the pleasure of meeting, many of them, their 
wives and other female friends at Table to the number of 21." 

After the cloth had been removed, toast and sentiment prevailed, 
and after a short appropriate and extempore address on Masonic 
Unity and Sociality " by Bro. Russell, the brethren returned to their 
lodge room and adjourned. 

The meeting of the 13th August, 1845, was the first held after the 
formation of the third Provincial Grand Lodge at Hamilton. The 
minutes state: 

" The Lodge generally appeared to be gratified at the prospect of an 
early re-establishment of the Provincial Grand Lodge, in consequence of the 
Rt. Worshipful Sir Allan N. McNabb, having, as announced by Br. Bell, 
made a commencement of acting as Provincial Grand Master vmder the 
authority of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. Further action in the case on the 
part of this Lodge was delayed till after Br. Bell shall have made inquiry 
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respecting: ottr Rt. Worshipful Brother McNab's proceeding, and his inten- 
tions relative to the opening of the Provincial Grand Lodge at Toronto, 
which Br. Bell intimated his purpose of visiting in a few weeks." 

The minutes of the meeting of the lotli September contain a 
paragraph with regard to the appointment of R. W. Bro. MacNab in 
connection with his appointment as Provincial Grand Master of 
Canada under the Grand Lodges of Kngland and Scotland. The 
minutes are as follows: 

** Since last meeting certain information has been received that the Right 
Worshipful Sir Allan N. McNab has been appointed Provincial Grand Master 
by the Earl of Zetland, Grand Master of England, that he has been duly in- 
stalled into office, and that the officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge have 
been appointed; also that his patent, Jewel, &c., have been forwarded to Sir 
Allan N. McNab by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, agreeably to their ap- 
pointment of him as their Provincial Grand Master for Canada." 

On the 1 2th November, 1845, the brethren discussed the matter of 
applying for a warrant from the Provincial (irand Lodge. It is record- 
ed in the minutes: 

** It was the general feeling of the Lodge on this occasion that an 'mme- 
diate application be made to the Provincial Grand Lodge for a Warrant or 
Charter, in which the reconmiendation of True Briton's Lodge, Perth, is ex- 
pected. With a view to the carrying of which purpose into effect Br. Neilson 
undertook to have a form of Petition to the P. G. Lodge ready for the 
signature of the Brethren at next Monthly Meeting, and Br. Bell, Treasurer 
of this Lodge, will present a statement of his accounts, that it may be known 
w^hat funds are in hands." 

On the 19th November, 1845, emergency, a petition was read 
as draw^n up by Bro. Neilson, asking True Britons* lodge, Perth, for 
a letter of recommendation of the Brethren of St. John^s lodge, of 
Carleton Place, to the Provincial Grand Lodge for a warrant was 
produced, and having met the approval of the lodge, was signed by 
the Worshipful blaster on behalf of the lodge and ordered to be for- 
warded by mail. 

The brethren of St. John's lodge recognized the principles of 
benevolence, for at this meeting the distressed circumstances of a Bro. 
Cameron so impressed the members that the lodge resolved to 

aid him with the least possible delay, such as may find it convenient by 
a day's chopping and piling of firewood, and others by contributing in money 
what may be convenient to them, and that in order to meet present calls, the 
amount of the money contributed to the extent of 4 Dollars be forthwith sent 
to that Brother from the Lodge Funds, to be refunded by the contributing 
Brethren at next Meeting of this Lodge, or as soon thereafter as may be/' 

And a meeting was called on the 26th November specially for the 
purpose of " taking into consideration and taking measures for supply- 
ing the present wants of our Bro. Ewan Cameron." It was resolved in 
addition to previous relief to send him a barrel of Hour, and to send 
one man out to hew and draw home wood for him. At a subsequent 
meeting held on the lOth November, 1845, further assistance was 
given to this brother. At this meeting Bro. Neilson presented a draft 
of the petition 

to the Provincial Grand Lodge for a Warrant, one having reference to 
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the Letter of Recommendation from True Britons' Lodge, Perth, and the 
other not, Avhen it was resolved that, according as such letter of Recom- 
mendation shall have been received against next St. John's Day or not, will 
the corresponding Draft of Petition be signed on that occasion and forwarded 
to the Provincial Grand Master. The filling up of the blanks for officers 
in the Petition is deferred till same time." 

St. John's day once more came arovmd, and it was resolved that 
the members meet at eleven a.m., when, if there was a good attendance, 
they would walk in procession at Carleton Place with music, re- 
freshments of beer and cakes to be provided for the occasion.'' 

Bro. Kwan Cameron passed away on the 17th December, 1845, 
and was buried on the 19th with Masonic honors. After the brother's 
death the members of the lodge did what they could for his widow. 

On the 24th June, 1846, the celebration of St. John's day took 
place as usual. The brethren went to the township of Ramsey in 
Lanark, and listened to an appropriate sermon delivered by the Rev. 
Mr. Johnston. On the 8th Jvily, 1846, a brother who did not conduct 
himself as he should have done on St. John's day was disciplined. 
He at once confessed his fault and was reprimanded hy the Master.'* 

The last meeting held in 1846 was that of 28th December, and the 
first in 1847 was held on the 31st March, the second for that year 
being held on the 8th July, 1847. 1^ is possible that this lapse in lodge 
work took place pending the receipt of the dispensation and warrant 
for w^hich application had been made. On the 21st July, 1847, ^^^^ 
lodge opened, w^hen there w^as read a dispensation from the third 
Provincial Grand Lodge, by which St. John's lodge, Carleton Place, 
became No. 796, E, R., and No. 16, P. R. 

The continuation of the history of this lodge will be found in the 
period devoted to the third Provincial Grand Lodge and its 
subordinate lodges. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

K> AiPTvrT.£.E Lodge, No. 25, P. R., No. 836, E. R., Kemptvilt.e, 
TowNSi-Tii' OF Oxford, Coxjntv of Gre>jville, 1845-48. 

TsTemptville is 343 miles from Toronto, on the southern bank of 
the river Rideau, and on the St, Lawrence and Ottawa line of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. It is in Oxford tow^nship and in Grenville 
cotuity. 

This lodg-e was one of the few established by R. W. Bro. Ziba M. 
Phillips in 1845-48. There are no- records of the work of the lod^e 
from 1845-57, but in a letter, dated 9th June, 1845, R- W. Bro. Phillips, 
writing^ to Bro. Alexander Matheson and the brethren of St. Francis' 
lodge, at Smith's Falls, says: 

" I have a petition now before me, signed by Truman Hurd, Hsquire, 
John R, Christy, Esquire, William Beach, Esquire, John Boyce. Esquire, 
Malon Beech, Alfred Holmes, Emery Whitney, Benjamin Beech, Alexander 
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Christy, and Hiram Holmes, praying to be formed into a new lodge at 
Keiiiptville, They are recommended by the Rideau Lodge, and I feel quite 
confident that upon their organization, Bytown will immediately fall in and 
take out a Warrant, and so will Edwardsburgh. The above named Brethren 
are no drones, but real workers, and will add much to the respectabiUty of the 
institution. I have notified the meeting at one of the clock, P. M., so the new 
Lodge will be formed, and the installation of the officers take place after 
Divine Service." 

Ivemptville lodge was warranted on the ^4th J vine, 1845, Sii^d 
afifiliated with the third Provincial <^jrand Lodge in 1848, as No. 836, 
E. R., No. 25, P. R., and continued to be an active organization. On 
20th October, 1858, on affiliation with the Grand Lodge of Canada, it 
changed its name to Mount Zion/' and was No. 28, G. R. C. 


CHAPTER XXVIL 

Biography of R. W. Bro. Ziba Marcl^s Phillips. — The 
Originator of the Grand Masonic Convention at 
Kingston. — A Conspicuous Worker for the Craft. 

No one of the enthusiasts in Craft work in the early part of this 
century occupied a more conspicuous position than R. W. Bro. Ziba 
M. Phillips, who for years was a resident of Maitland, Brockville, 
Augusta, and other places in the Eastern district of Upper Canada. 
Although a British subject Bro. Phillips was born in Oswego, N. Y., 
on the 1 6th July, 1787. His name has been quoted as the W. M. of 
Royal Edward lodge, No. 5, Edwardsburgh, in the county of Gren- 
ville, in 1793, from the fact that in that year at a meeting at Quebec 
of No. 241, E. R.;' now St. John's No. 3, Q. R., a Bro. Phillips was 
present, with other visitors from No. 5, at Edwardsburgh. As there is 
documentary evidence extant of the birth of Bro. Phillips at Oswego 
in 1787, it is almost vmnecessary to add that he could not have been 
a W. M. or a member of the Craft at six years of age. The Bro. 
Phillips referred to was Ziba Marcus Phillips, the father of the subject 
of this chapter. The proof that the father was a Mason is found in a 
letter dated October 25th, 1845, written by R. W. Bro. Phillips, the 
son, to Bro. Richard Watson, the corresponding secretary of the third 
Provincial Grand Lodge at York. Bro. Phillips wrote that he was 
made a Mason tmder the authority of a lodge under the Ancients, 
which was, with the exception of a warrant granted by his late Royal 
Highness, the Duke of Kent, to my father and others, to hold a private 
or subordinate lodge." 

The father of Bro. Phillips lived prior to 1790 at the Bingham 
settlement, now Binghamton, Broome county, N. Y. He had been in 
the army and fought with the British in the American revolution. Pie 
was also a man of business and built the first house in Oswego. He 
was agent for the Selina Salt Works at Syracuse, and pursued an active 
business life. Selina is a small village adjacent to Syracuse, and in 
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1847 became part of that city. Bro. Phillips enjoyed living near the 
water, and in the summer resided in a tent which he pitched within 
sight of the St. Lawrence, while in the winter season he generally 
retired to the interior of the State. He made Oswego his permanent 
residence about 1792, and remained in the United States until the 
country was given over to the Americans when the Federal union w^as 
forn?ed. He often visited Lower Canada as early as 1791-9:2. 

At some period between 1792 and 1795 Mr. Phillips and young 
Ziba moved from Oswego to Kingston, Upper Canada, and after a 
short residence there settled in the township of Augttsta, at Maitland, 
between Brockville and Prescott. Here the father, as a United Kmpire 
Loyalist, drew the land, known as lot 28, 1st concession of the town- 
ship, and built a house on the south side of the main road leading from 
Brockville to Prescott, and within twenty-five rods of the banks of the 
St. Lawrence. The spot was well known, and was marked by two 
Lombardy poplars, which stood in front of the house. It is a coin- 
cidence that the poplar was a favorite tree of the U. E. Loyalists, and 
in all parts of Canada, where they located, rows of poplars may be 
seen to this day. 

In 1818, three years after the close of the war, Bro, Phillips, senr., 
still living on lot :28, was desirous of buying lot :29, which was ad- 
jacent. This latter lot had been drawn by one of General Amherst's 
soldiers. The old French Fort was on this lot, and no doubt 
the desire to own such an historical spot prompted Bro. Phillips, 
in his endeavor to possess it. His effort was successful, and 
for a few pounds he owned not only the land but also the 
ruins of the old French fort, known as New Oswegatchie. As 
soon as he had made his terms with the soldier settler he journeyed 
at once to York in order to obtain his title. Sir Peregrine Alaitland, 
who was also a Mason, had an interview with Bro. Phillips which led 
to the name of Maitland being given to the village which now stands 
on the bank of the St. Lawrence on the southern boundary of Augusta. 
An old resident states that Maitland and its neighborhood was known 
prior to 1818 as Svegatzie and Ogdensburg as Oswegatchie. 

The house of Mr. Phillips, sr., was burned down before 181 5. 
The stone house with a cottage roof, which stands on the east side of 
the village of Maitland, on the Phillips' lot, was built after he sold the 
place, and was not, as has been supposed, the house in which the lodge 
known as No. i met. This lodge was Jarvis lodge at Augusta, war- 
ranted in 1815, the W. M. being Bro. Ziba M. Phillips. The records 
will be found in the history of Jarvis lodge. 

Bro. Z. M. Phillips lived in this house with his father until, at 
least, 181 T. He was made a Mason in 1807, either in a lodge which 
met in the ball room of Shipman's tavern in Maitland, or in lodge No. 
5, at Edwardsburgh, of which his father was a member. It is stated by 
his son now (1897) resident at Regina, N. W. T., that his father opened 
a lodge in an upper room in the stone house on the Prescott road 
about 1808-9. This son, Samuel S. Phillips, states that the lodge 
known as No. i. Upper Canada, met here, and that he handled the 
jewels frequently during his father's life time and in the intervals of 
lodge meetings. There is no trace of any lodge known as No. i at this 
period except the lodge, No. i, the Grand Master's lodge, at Niagara. 
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Bro. Phillips was a soldier and from his boyhood evinced the 
military spirit. Like his father he was a loyal subject of Great Britain, 
and when the rumors of trouble came in 181 1, eventuating in the 
declaration of war in June, 181:2, he joined a local battery of artillery. 
In November, 1813, he was wounded by the bursting of a cannon, while 
his battery at Prescott was firing at the flotilla of batteaux of the 
American General Wilkinson, which was passing on a moonlight night 
down the St. Lawrence, en route for Montreal. The wound caused by 
the accident was a severe one, which troubled Bro. Phillips for years. 
He was sent to the military hospital at Montreal and when he became 
convalescent he acted as an assistant house surgeon before returning 
to duty. He then journeyed west and joined one of the companies of 
C'lnadian Fencibles, and shortly afterwards was made lieutenant. Plis 
acquaintance with the roads and Indian trails as well as his knowledge 
of the language of the aborigines so commended his services to the 
military authorities that he was employed in secret service work and 
the carrying of important despatches. He was present at the attack 
on Sackett's Harbor, in May, 181 3, and fought at the battle of Queen- 
ston Heights on October 13th, 181 2, and at Lundy's Lane on the 
25th July, 1814. He was taken prisoner at this battle, but made his 
escape from a guard of six men, and afterwards with the aid of a few 
soldiers made his captors prisoners in return. The incident from its 
Masonic character is worthy of narration. It is given in the words of 
his son: 

My father was taken prisoner at the battle of Lundy's Lane and was 
placed in the charge of a guard of American soldiers who were ordered to take 
him to the rear of their lines. They placed him in a waggon, in the bottom 
of which were a number of muskets which had been picked up in the field. 
The driver was a civilian teamster. My father was compelled to lie down at 
full length in the bottom of this lumbering vehicle and threatened with death 
if he spoke a word. The driver received his orders and the horse started ofif 
at a slow walk. The night was dark and the journey was through a bush. 
The front board of the waggon was not in its place, and while the soldiers 
were urging the driver to make haste my father managed to work forward 
one of the muskets which had a bayonet affixed to it so that it pricked the 
flank of the horse that maddened with the pain dashed ofiE and down a hill, 
upsetting the wagon and throwing out the whole party. My father managed 
to scramble into some bushes and being very active made his escape, and as 
luck would have it, fell in with a party of his own comrades. Within half an 
hour the tables were turned and the six Americans and their teamster were 
not only captured but marched into the British ranks. The teamster told a 
pitiable story. He pleaded that he had been pressed into the service and was 
not bearing arms, that he was a poor man with a wife and children, who were 
living near Lewiston, N. Y., and that it would be a great hardship if he were 
taken, sent to Quebec and kept a prisoner during the war. He further de- 
clared that he was known in Stamford and had often visited a lodge called No. 
12 as late as July, 1812. when it met at the house of Lanty Shannon. He 
proved himself a Mason and urged his plea so strongly that my father con- 
sulted with two or three other officers who were members of the Craft, one of 
whom felt sure that he had seen the unfortunate fellow in No. 12, and they 
concluded to wink at his escape, so they allowed him to stroll about the camp 
and when opportunity offered to get away across the river. Twenty years 
after this event my father journeyed to New York by the old stage route on 
the American side opposite Brockville. He put up one night at Utica at an 
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hotel which had a large swinging sign, on which were painted Masonic em- 
blems. After supper he entered the large bar-room, which was the public 
sittingroom of the house, and was interested in hearing the landlord relate to 
half-a-dozen men who were sitting round stories of the war of 1812-15, in- 
cluding scenes in which he had participated. When my father heard of 
Lundy's Lane he quickly looked the landlord over and recognized him as 
the teamster, whose escape he had favored. The listeners were most atten- 
tive to the landlord's story and doubly so when my father, for the purpose of 
attracting his attention, interjected a remark contradicting a statement made 
by the boniface, who turned round quickly and said: ' Stranger, I'm relating 
facts. I was there and saw it all with my own eyes.' My father quietly said: 
* Y'es, that may be, but I w^as there and know all about it.' This was, too much 
for the landlord, who indignantly said: * I doubt very much if you were there, 
for if you were you wouldn't contradict a man who was an eye witness of the 
events I'm talking about.' ' Well,' said my father, ' if I were a betting man I 
would lay a heavy wager that I was there/ * Indeed,' said the landlord, and 
' how would you prove it?' ' Why,' said my father, * by your own good self.* 
T he landlord laughed and said * IMy good man, you'd lose your bet.* ' Indeed,' 
said my father, * how about so-and-so?' reiatmg an incident at the capture 
which I now forget but which was known only to themselves. This was 
enough for the landlord. He jumped forwai'd, threw his arms around my 
father's neck, hugged him, and was so elated that those present thought he had 
lost his senses. In a few minutes the landlord became more composed, in- 
troduced my father to the rest of the company, and invited all the party to a 
substantial supper in commemoration of the night at Lundy's Lane, 

The next morning the landlord took my father out for a walk, showing 
him property which he had accumulated since the war and acknowledging 
his gratitude for the way in which he had been treated by his fellow Craftsmen 
at Lundy's Lane." 

Another incident is told in connection with his military life which 
stamps him as a man of ready action. He had been sent from Mont- 
real in the winter of 181 2-1 5 with a brigade of teams which were 
transporting* supphes and specie to one of the western posts. The 
drivers of the teams were all Frenchmen and knew well that the sealed 
bags in the boxes contained gold and silver. One night just as the 
brigade was nearing a wayside tavern where the party was to put up, 
Phillips heard the teamsters plotting to make off with the money in 
the bags. They were not aware that their " Captain/' as they called 
him, was well versed in the French patois/' The camp for the night 
was made, the horses w^ere housed in a long shed and the wagon witl* 
the specie was placed by Phillips under the guard of a man v/ho could 
be relied upon. After supper the teamsters visited the bar-room and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Phillips, who saw that the case would be des- 
perate for him if he could not keep them occupied tmtil a messenger 
whom he had sent off for aid returned to the tavern. The teamsters 
passed the time dancing and drinking, and, finally, Phillips suggested 
that, as there was a sick man in the room over the bar, they" should 
take off their moccasins and dance in their bare feet. This thev did, 
vigorously carrying on their dance and becoming more enthusiastic, 
for Phillips had told the landlord that he would pay for the night^s 
enjoyment. Between the dancing and the drinking the teamsters be- 
came drowsy, and one by one they dropped asleep and lay about the 
bar on the benches and on the floor. Phillips gathered up the moc- 
casins and gave them to the landlord, whom he had taken into his 
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confidence. Just before dawn^ the half-dozen militiamen for whom he 
had sent arrived, and when the teamsters awakened they found their 
occupation gone and themselves under arrest. They v/ere taken to 
Prescott and discipUned. « 

On another occasion, when an Indian had captvired an American 
soldier and was about to shoot him and then scalp him, Philhps, who 
was near by, rushed at the savage and knocked the barrel of the mus- 
ket up, so that the shot went over the head of the unfortvmate captive. 
This maddened the Indian, whose rage, however, was appeased by the 
gift of a Spanish dollar from Phillips. 

After the war of 181:2 Bro. Phillips drew half pay from the Imperial 
government. And in January, 1823, Lieut. AT Phillips was 

gazetted as a Captain in the 2nd Regt. of Grenville Militia, vice 
Wills, resigned. In 1805 he had married Sarah Nettleton, a daughter 
of Daniel and Phoebe Nettleton of the township of Montague, county 
of Lanark, in the old Bathurst district. Their eldest son, Kdmund 
Roswell Phillips, was born April 19th, 1806, and died in Kentucky 
some years ago. Their eldest daughter, Urania, was born on 
the 31st May, 1808, and died some years ago at Smith's Falls. She 
left a son and daughter. The son is dead and the daughter, Jessie, 
married Mr. K. B. Read of Regina, and has four sons and three daugh- 
ters. One daughter is married to Bro. J. M. Young of Regina, and 
another to Mr. Walter Scott of Moose Jaw. The son of the latter, Bro. 
Marcus John Phillips, is married and living at Smith's Falls, and his 
brother Russell is at the same place. James and Sidney, the two 
younger sons, are unmarried and living at Regina. 

Stephen Burritt Phillips was born on 4th June, 1810, and married 
Elizabeth Earl, who died in April, 1895, at Brockville. He had four 
sons and three daughters. The eldest, William Marcus, died a few 
years ago at Almonte. His second son, Oscar Fitzallen, now resides 
in Toronto, and James, a third son, lived in Clinton, N. Y. Stephen, 
a fourth son, was accidentally shot some years ago. Ziba Marcus, 
another son, named after his grandfather, died years ago at Iroquois, 
county of Dundas. He was never married. Sarah Ann married 
Warner Casselman and died at Morrisburgh. She left one daughter, 
Mary, who married Bro. Cyrus Casselman of Morrisburgh. Samuel 
Swan Phillips, now living in Regina, was born on the :25th May, 1823, 
and married Ellen Flagg, daughter of John Flagg, of Matilda, county 
of Dundas. She died, leaving Fanny Louisa, who married Captain 
William Zealand of Hamilton Mrs. Zealand died without issue. 

Mary Nettleton Phillips, the youngest daughter, married William 
Jarvis of Smith's Falls. She died some years ago, leaving one son, 
William Henry Jarvis, who is married and lives at Smith's Falls. 

At this writing, it is nearly half a century since the death of R. 
W. Bro. Phillips, and but few of his contemporaries are alive. Yet 
those of that number who knew him testify to the work of this bro- 
ther, not only in his civil, military, but also in his Masonic capacity. 
As a citizen he was respected, as a soldier he was courageous and 
loyal to the core, and as a Craftsman the written evidence of the es- 
teem in which he was held by those who had charge of the governing 
''>ody is an assurance that Fiis work was well done and his duties faith- 
fully discharged. 
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One can hardly look at the picture of the brother without form- 
ing a favorable opinion of his character, if external evidence is of 
value. 

The autograph of Bro. Phillips is taken from an official letter 
dated 28th April, 1842, headed 2d Regiment Grenville Militia, 
Head Quarters, Maitland,'' written to his son, Mr. S. S. Phillips, in- 
forming him that he has been appointed an ensign in the regiment. 
The letter is signed Z, M. Phillips, Lieutenant Colonel, 2d Regt., 

In his younger days he was slight in build and physically active, 
indeed, an easy way for him to avoid a long walk round to the ortho- 
dox farm gate was to step over the primitive snake fence, and he 
always claimed that a five-mile tramp would be a stimulant which 
appetized the inner man with more success than the decoctions of the 
apothecary. His days at school were occupied in mastering the four 
subjects that formed the curriculum taught in the log schoolhouse, 
which stood so close to the St. Lawrence that young Phillips and his 
fellow scholars always wound up the day with a swim, for cleanliness 
amounted almost to a fad with one who, no doubt, had in view the 
profession which in after days would bring him food and raiment. 

Of his earlier years there is not much known, indeed, his enlist- 
ment in the artillery was the first event of his life worthy of note. He 
was a well built man, standing nearly six feet in height, with broad 
shoulders, which carried a well developed head, his bold high fore- 
head showing strong reasoning capabilities, with a florid complexion 
and a fulness over a pair of bluish gray eyes, sheltered under heavy 
eyebrows, which indicated his excellent practical judgment as a man 
of aflfairs. A fulness in the form of his nose indicated a desire for 
knowledge and, most of all, an ability to do the right thing at the 
right time. His hair, which in early days was a wavy or curly light 
brow^n, was gray for ten j^ears before his death, with a slight bald- 
ness only noticeable in the last quarter of his life. At one time he 
wore a moustache. His cheeks were protected by a pair of short 
steel-gray whiskers, which betokened the old-fashioned military man, 
while his skin was dark with a ruddy tinge, as it might well be in one 
who had spent almost all his life in the open air, affording an oppor- 
tunity for the bronzing not unlike that which sometimes follows a so- 
journ under the sky of the tropics. He was a heavy man for his 
height and weighed 275 lbs. 

His temperament was of a social nature with a desire to associate 
with and make friends. He was a companionable man and, as evi- 
denced in his Craft work, he had an ability for details which showed 
excellent powers in reasoning and in the laying out of plans. He was 
firm in his convictions and, at the same time, could be reasoned with, 
the best evidence of this being in the impression His conversation 
made upon R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, who was an excellent 
judge of human character. 

His son, Mr. S. S. Phillips, writes that he was one of the most 
benevolent men I ever knew, very passionate, however, at times, but 
he was quick to forgive and a temper storm soon passed away.'' 

In dress Bro. Phillips was as neat as could be expected from a 
man who weighed nearly 300 pounds and whose favorite chair at honif* 
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and in the lodge room could comfortably accommodate two ordinary 
men. The seat of the chair was nineteen inches in width and seven- 
teen inches in depth, and, as an onlooker said on one occasion at a 
lodge meeting it was a very tight fit." It had an extra back made 
for it in the latter years of Bro. Phillips' life, but this annex was taken 
off after his death and never replaced. 

From about 1816 Bro. Phiriips practised medicine. The regi- 
mental apothecary shop was in his military days a favorite resort, and 



R. W. Bro. Phillips' Chair. 


he often acted as assistant to the military surgeon, so that his school- 
ing in this line, although primitive, may have been practical. After 
his marriage in 1805 an old Knglish physician, named Longley, 
lodged in his house and paid his board by allowing Bro, Phillips the 
use of his medical library, which contained a fair supply of literature 
on the subjects of medicine and surgery. His lodger was a com- 
municative man, and gave the student many opportunities of exercis- 
ing his newly acquired skill, in not only an occasional use of the pestle 
and mortar, in what would be a primitive dispensary, But as an assist- 
ant on many occasions at the farm houses of the pioneers. He wa5 
well versed in Latin and Greek and by dint of hard work could read 
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and translate fairly well. He had a natural ability for languages, and 
spoke French as if it were his native tongue, and also managed to 
converse with the Indians without difficulty. He was a second cousin 
of Elihu Burritt, the learned blacksmith.'' Whatever amount ot 
knowledge he possessed regarding human anatomy he made good use 
of, judging from the way in which his services were in demgind in all 
parts of the Midland district, in fact, he was so popular with the 
women folk of the district that they would scarcely dare to complain 
of an ache or pain unless the old doctor/' as he was familiarly called, 
were within call. He was an attentive reader, and all that came within 
his ken, in books on medicine or surgery, was eagerly read and di- 
gested, so that without the advantage of a college education his work 
would average well with that of modern medicos. 

An old pass book in the handwriting of the veteran brother show:* 
that many of the old residenters in and around Brockville availed 
themselves of his services. This book, in which his accounts wert 
kept, shows that fees were paid in cash and kind, even as late as the 
da3"s of 1840-44. Amongst those who are noted as cflients are the 
names of John Allen, Enos Beach, Huron Thrall, Curtis Mead, Rich- 
ard Elliott, Mr. Bryant, Ezekiel Glazier, Walter Stevenson, Cornelius 
Smith, William EUerbeck, Wm. Niblock, George Pennock, Solomon 
Wright and a number of others. 

In Mr. Allen's account of £4. 17. 6. there is a credit of 17 Bush- 
els of Potatoes," while in that of Mr. Beach flour, oats, sugar and 
bread helped to liquidate the account for advice and medicine. The 
fee for ushering into the world the sons and daughters of sturdy pio- 
neers was £1. 10. o., and this account was squared by a load of wood, 
some bushels of potatoes and six hundred weight of hay. 

In Mr. Wm. Ellenbeck's account a credit is shown of a payment 
by R. W. Bro. Phillips of £1., Paid to Mark Lodge,^' the location of 
the lodge not being given. For vaccinating children " 7s. 6d. was 
the amount levied. 

This Mark lodge was held, Mr. S. S. Phillips of Regina states, in 
a large room in the upper part of a stone house on Buell street, Brock- 
ville. It was a short distance from Perth street east and was owned 
about 1844 by Mr. Ormand Jones. 

In an account against Mr. Seeker in 1843 ^ protracted visit " 
is charged at £2. 10. o., and for setting your son's leg " in George C. 
Wright's accounts, £1. 5. o. 

Bro. Phillips was also a conveyancer, for in 1837 he attended Eli 
Hurd and charged £1. o, o. for drawing will,'' and in 1842 he charg- 
ed I2S. 6d. for writing interrogatories." Another entry shows that 
the brother attended a maternity case and charged up the account 
against a man for bringing safely into the world a child, of which *'you 
are the reputed father." 

His interest in military affairs did not lapse with his withdrawal 
from active service, for he never forgot to celebrate the anniversary 
of each of the contests of 1812-13 and 1837. He had influence at 
headquarters and took care to secure for his sons any positions that 
offered in the militia of the country. 

His friendship for the Indians was proverbial and the dialect of 
the Iroquois was as familiar to him as that of his native tongue. So 
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^reat was the regard of the red man for the medicine man " that 
with due pomp and appropriate ceremony Bro. Phillips was elected 
an honorary chief of a tribe and was honored with a name that signi- 
fied a giver of presents." Quite a number of his family were pre 
sent at the ceremony. 

Dr. .Phillips, for he was called by this title from 1825, was in ill 
health in 1846-7. His son writes that he never fully recovered from 
the wounds received at Prescott and at Lundy's Lane, and every sum- 
mer during the remainder of his life his old wounds troubled him. 

The portrait of R. W. Bro. Phillips given with this chapter is 
from an old sketch made at Brockville many years ago. Mr. S, S. 
Phillips, his son, states that it is a perfect likeness. The mouth, chin, 
eyes and eyebrows remind him very much of his late father, and the 
general contour of the face gives it as it was some years before his 
death. A number of old brethren who live in central Canada, by 
whom the sketch has been examined, state that it gives the veteran 
brother very much as he looked when he reorganized the Craft 
in 1844. 

R, W^. Bro. Phillips was much in evidence in Masonic work in 
the Eastern, Johnstown and Midland districts of old Upper Canada. 
It is not going beyond the limit to state that his discretion saved the 
Craft from disaster from 1817-22, and that his action in arranging for 
the Convention at Kingston in 18 17 showed not only forethought but 
ability to govern. If no other example of his work be given, the or- 
ganization of the Convention in 181 7 at Kingston and the care he 
exercised over the lodges in 1830-45 during the dormant period of the 
governing body in Uper Canada, are sufificient to show that he was a 
man of ability and that he had the interests of the Craft at heart. 

There is no proof beyond that given of the lodge in which he was 
initiated. He entered the Craft in 1808 when he \vas twenty-one years 
of age. On the 27th August, 181 7, he was present at Kingston at the 
Convention as representative of lodge, No. 3, at Brockville, lodge, No. 
26, at Augusta, and Rideau lodge at Burritt's Rapids. He was elected 
to the chair as President of the Convention. • In 1818 he again repre- 
sented lodge. No. 3, at Brockville, Rideau lodge at Burritt's Rapids, 
and with four others, including Bro. John Dean, he drafted the peti- 
tion of the Convention to the United Grand Lodge of England, pray- 
ing for the appointment of a Provincial Grand Master to succeed R. 
W. Bro. Jarvis, who died in 181 7. 

At the meeting of the Convention on the 8th February, 1819, 
Bro. Phillips represented lodge. No. 3, No. 26 and Rideau lodge, and 
was re-elected President of the body, an honor also accorded him at 
the Convention, of 1820. He was present at the Convention of 182 1 
but does not appear to have represented any lodge. In February of 
1822 the last meeting of the Convention prior to the formation of the 
seccnd Provincial Grand Lodjje of Upper Canada was held at Kings- 
ton. On this occasion Bro. Phillips rep,resented True Britons' lodge 
at Perth, a lodge that was warranted under Quebec authority, in 
181 8, after the death of R. W. Bro. Wm, Jarvis. 

Readers of Craft history will recall the work of the first Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of 1792-1822, although its life practically ended 
m 1817 MHth the death of R. W. Bro. Jarvis. In that year the first 
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Kingston Convention was held, followed by those of i8i8-i9-2o-:2i-:22- 
The Craft in the Convention had petitioned the United Grand Lodge 
of England year after year but without ef¥ect until R. W. Bro. Simon 
McGillivray, as Provincial Grand Master of Upper Canada, visited 
Canada, and at the request of the M. W. the G. M., the Duke of Sus- 
sex, proceeded to reorganize the Craft. 

Bro. McGillivray on his way west from Glengarry stopped over -at 
Brockville, and in a letter written to Bro. John Dean he stated that 
he had called on the Rev. Mr. Smart and 

soon after had the good fortune to meet Mr. Phillips, who made hTm- 
self known to me, and as it happened, fortunately many distinguished Masons 
and Masters of lodges represented in the Convention were at Brockville 
attending the assizes, I had the opportunity of communicating with them at 
otice, and in the evening we had a meeting of the R. A, Chapter. The result 
of my communication with Mr. PhilHps and our brethren was to me highly 
satisfactory, and I trust that it will prove beneficial to Masonry in this pro- 
vince * * * * [^rjy views with regard to Masonic arrangements are so 
satisfactory to Mr. Phillips that he deemed it unncessary to call a meeting of 
the Convention previous to the meeting of the future Provincial Grand 
Lc dge. * * * I delivered to Mr. Phillips a copy of the book of Con- 

stitution of the Grand Lodge of England and some blank forms of returns to 
be filled up/' 

The extracts illustrate the confidence which R. W. Bro. McGilli- 
vray had in the good judgment of R. W. Bro. Phillips, 

On a subsequent date, 27th August, 1S22, R, W. Bro. McGilli- 
vray again wrote to Bro. Phillips stating that he had sent a long letter 
of instruction to Bro, Dean, which had n*ot apparently been received 
by that brother, regarding the meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodg^e. On September 23rd Bro, McGillivray requested Bro. Phillips 
to act in the place of Bro. Dean, who had provisionally been appointed 
Provincial Grand Secretary, if Bro. Dean were vmable through indis- 
position to csLtry uut his behests. 

Through indisposition Bro. Phillips was unable to attend the 
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge at York on the 23rd Septem- 
ber, 1832, when it was reorganized by R. W. Bro, McGillivray. In 
his opening address, however, the Provincial Grand Master an- 
noimced his intention of granting an instrument to Bro, Z. M. Phil- 
lips, appointing him a member of this Grand Lodge with the rank of 
Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master," and at its same session it was 
Resolved unanimously, That this Provincial Grand Lodge entertains 
the highest sentiments of respect for Bro. Z. M. Phillips for his distin- 
guished abilities and unwearied exertions in promoting the welfare of 
the fraternity of this Province." On the appointment of a financial 
committee R. W. Bro. Phillips was named first and was chairman of 
that committee. 

One reason why Bro. Phillips did not attend the Provincial Grand 
Lodge meeting was owing to friction with R. W. Bro. Kerr of the 
schismatic Grand Lodge at Niagara. Bro. Phillips felt unfriendly 
towards the presiding officer of a body that would not from 1817-22 
aid in any w^ay the efforts of the Kingston Convention. 

Bro. McGillivray on his way east to Montreal in October landed 
at Brockville and handed to Bro, Wm. Smart the warrant or patent 
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constituting Bro. Phillips an honorary member of the Grand Lodge, 
with rank as Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master, and, in this letter, 
which is given in full in the correspondence of the period, explained 
his views to Bro. Phillips. Bro. McGillivray in his special report to 
the M. W, the G. M. of Kngland recounted his interviews with Bro. 
Phillips, and in referring to the conferring of past rank said : — 

In order to avoid any reference to former dissensions, I prevented any 
mention of the Convention or its procedings from appearing- in our minutes. 
The members of that body formed a decided majority amongst us, and their 
first proposition was to confirm the proceedings of the Convention, and to pass 
a vote of thanks to its president, Brother Phillips. I said I had no objection 
to a vote of thanks to Brother Phillips for his services in the cause of Masonry 
generally, and that it was my intention to confer on him a mark of distinction 
on the Grand Lodge (Provincial), but in consequence of the differences 
which had existed among them, the proceedings of the one company could not 
be confirmed without implying a censure on the other, and to deal frankly 
with them I could not concur in wholly approving the conduct of their party. 
The vote of thanks, as it now stands in the minutes, was then passed, and I 
have since transmitted to Brother Phillips the mark of distinction to which I 
have alluded, being a warrant or patent, which gives him in the Province of 
Upper Canada the rank of Past Provincial Deputy Grand Master. 

" Those gentlemen who had been elected at Niagara as Provincial and 
Deputy Grand Masters, I have left to return to the ranks of private brethren, 
but I have recognized the rank of Bro. Dr. Kerr and another brother, who 
were in succession appointed Deputy Provincial Grand Masters by Brother 
Jarvis, and as they were both from the Niagara District and of the Niagara 
party, I thought it fair to appoint Mr. Phillips to the same rank, as represent- 
ing the Kingston District and the party of the Convention. This is the only 
instance in which I have exceeded the specific powers contained in my com- 
mission, and in consideration of the circumstances of the case, I humbly hope 
your Royal Highness will approve of the proceeding." 

The following- is the wording of the patent of appointment, which 
has been reproduced in fac simile : — 

Simon McGillivray, P. G. M. 

To all and every Our Right Worshipful, Worshipful and loving Brethren, 
I, Simon McGillivray, Provincial Grand Master for the Province of Upper 
Canada, acting under His Royal Highnefs, Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke 
of Sussex, Earl of Invernefs, Baron of Arklow, Knight of 
the most Noble order of the Garter, &c., &c., &c., Most 
L. S. Worshipful Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of 

Free and Accepted Masons of England. 

Send Greeting: 

KNOW YE, that by virtue of the Patent to me granted by the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master, and in testimony of the great trust and confidence 
reposed in our right trusty and well beloved Brother Ziba Marcus Phillips. 
Esq., and also in acknowledgment of the eminent services rendered by him 
to the Interests of Masonry in the said Province, I do hereby constitute and 
appoint him. the said Ziba Marcus Phillips, an honorary member of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of the said Province, with the rank of Past Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, the right to appear with the Masonic clothing and 
Decoration belonging to that office, to act accordingly in the Provincial Grand 
Lodge and to enjoy and pofsefs all other rights and privileges belonging to 
Past Deputy Provincial Grand Masters conformably to the laws and con 
stitutions of the Grand Lodge in that behalf made, and in the same manner to 
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all intents and purposes as if he, the said Ziba Marcus PhilHps, had actually 
of this date been appointed to and presided over the Craft in the said Office 
of Provincial Deputy Grand Master. 

GIVEN under my hand and seal at York in the said 
Province this Twenty-third day of September, in 
the year of Our Lord, 1822, and of Masonry, 5822. 

By command of the R. Worshipful 
Provinc'l Grand Master. 

John Dean, ) 

Bern'd Turquand, ) PL Gnd. Sec'ies. James Fitzgibbon, D. P. G. M. 
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The following endorsement is on the patent : — 

** In Provincial Grand Lodge held the Twenty-Third Day of September, 
A.L. 5822, at York, U. C, it was resolved nem con., That this Provincial 
Grand Lodge entertains the highest sentiments of respect for Bro. Z. M. 
Phillips, for his distinguished abilities and unwearied exertions in promoting 
the welfare of the fraternity of this province. 
John Dean, } 

Bern'd Turquand, ) Prov'l G. S. 


Horse and Gig, Belonging to R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips. 

We do not find that R. W. Bro. Phillips took any active part in 
the work of the Provincial Grand Lodge — 1822-29, although he was 
closely identified with the Craft doings in the eastern districts. 

As has already been told, the Provincial Grand Lodge passed 
into a dormant condition about 1829-30. The first efTort to revive 
it was made in 1832 by R. W. Bro. Phillips, but this proved unsuc- 
cessful. Then in 1837 W. Bro. Thos, Mercer Jones, of Goderich, 
made an attempt, and wrote to R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon, and 
proposed a meeting to be held on the 25th September of that year, but 
there is no record of such meeting taking place. Karly in the 
forties the Craft in the eastern part of Upper Canada were anxious 
for a governing body. Bro. Phillips was the Craft lawgiver and oracle 
of the district, and to him the application was made. He held, and 
justly, that his rank gave him all requisite authority in the absence 
from the jurisdiction of Bro. McGillivray and Bro. Fitzgibbon. The 
latter was then resident in Montreal and unable to take part in the 
proposal, as he was much concerned in personal affairs with the gov- 
ernment of Upper Canada. He left for Kngland in 1847. 

With the view, therefore, of placing Masonry on a firmer founda- 
tion under duly constituted authority, Bro. Phillips determined to call 
the Craft together. The Grand Lodge of England had neglected 
Canadian Masonic affairs. No repHes were received to letters sent 
to England, and it looked as if the mother Grand Lodge desired to cut 
the bond of union that had in a way existed between the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of 1792-1822-40 and the United Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land. 

The meeting under the auspices of Bro. PhilHps was held at 
Kingston on the 26th February, 1842. Its proceedings are given in 
the chapter devoted to the history of that revival of the Craft. It 
may, however, be said as far as the connection of Bro. Phillips with 
the movement was concerned that it was successful, if in no other re- 
gard than that it quickened the movements of the Craftsmen of west- 
ern Canada, who had been interested in the old provincial warrant of 
1822. 
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The reader will bear in mind that for thirteen years the Provincial 
Grand Lodge had lapsed and that there was not enough energy in the 
Craft of western Canada to revive even in name only, the body which 
R. W. Bro. McGillivray had so well established in 1822. 

Bro. Phillips acted the part of a good Mason and a fair-minded 
man in his action. He notified the brethren of every lodge. 1 he 
heads of the old Provincial Grand Lodge were invited to attend the 
meeting. Two of them did but their objections to the meeting did not 
prevail. Bro. Phillips had summoned the Craft to meet in convention 
on the :24th February, 1843, to take into consideration a petition to 
the Grand Lodge of Kngland, asking for a permanent Provincial 
Grand Lodge in Upper Canada and that the Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter, with the consent of the Provincial Grand Lodge, have power to 
appoint his successor. 

This being done, a deputation waited upon Bros. Turquand and 
John Dean, the secretaries of the Provincial Grand Lodge, requesting 
their attendance at the Convention. Both these brethren, who had 
journeyed to Kingston specially to be present, attended a session held 
on the morning of the 27th February, 

The situation was placed before them and the action of the Con- 
vention discussed. Both brethren claimed that the Convention 
was unauthorized, but the objections did not prevail and a committee 
was appointed to draw up a petition to the Grand Master of England 
for a Provincial Grand Master to fill the place of the late R. W, Bro. 
Simon McGillivray. This was done , and the name of Bro. the Hon. 
Robert Sullivan, who was a member of the government of the coun- 
try, and also of St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, Toronto, was sug- 
gested to the M. W. the Grand Master as a proper person to fill the 
office of Provincial Grand Master. This brother was afterwards Mr. 
Justice Sullivan. 

Bro. Phillips filled the chair with his accustomed dignity, while 
Bro. Ebenezer Bell acted as secretary. 

The regard for constituted authority by Bro. Phillips and the 
large number of Masons who were present is shown by the fact that 
they did not declare for an independent Grand Lodge, but for one 
under England, although at that time much heartburning would have 
been saved if a bold stroke had been made there and then for the estab- 
lishment of an independent Grand Lodge. 

This meeting was an important one in the Masonic career of Bro. 
Phillips. The brethren in the west said that he had ability to govern, 
and that if any power existed it should surely be in the hands of one 
who was a deputy of the Provincial Grand Lodge of R. W. Bro. Simon 
AlcGillivray. 

Matters proceeded as usual. The English authorities paid no 
attention to the petitions and urgent praj^ers of the Canadian Crafts- 
men. 

In the meantime the Craft of the west were in search of a leader. 
They wanted not so much a man with a knowledge of Masonic work 
as one who occupied position, social and political. The horizon was 
scanned and some selections were made — one, however, was com- 
mended and the opinion of the leading Craftsmen was taken. Sir 
Allan Napier MacNab, who had been initiated in St. Andrew's lodge. 
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at Toronto, a prominent politician and representative of the city of 
Hamilton in the parliament of United Canada, and from 1844 to 1848 
Speaker of the House, was the selection of the Craft in the west for 
the office of Provincial Grand Master. 

His friends interviewed the distinguished brother on his return 
from England in 1845 — he acceded to their request and accepted 
the appointment. 

Prior to 1845, however, R. W. Bro. Phillips had been actively at 
work. The neglect of England to reply to the petition of 1842 led to 
another meeting of the Craft in central Canada, and on the 6th of 
February, 1844, a meeting was called at Kingston by Bro. Phillips, and 
a Provincial Grand Lodge was formed to carry on the work of the 
dormant Grand Lodge of 1822-30. 

This action again roused a feeling in the west adverse (to Bro. 
Phillips, but tact was shown when he received communications object- 
ing to the formation of a Provincial Grand Lodge in that he did not 
represent the western part of the jurisdiction, and at the same time 
denying the power of Bro. Phillips to convene the meeting. 

Bro. Phillips was not unreasonable. He saw that his one element 
of weakness lay in the fact that the Craft of the west was not with 
him. So he wrote a manly letter to Bro. Richard Watson, who had 
been selected as the corresponding secretary of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge at Toronto. He recited the entire situation from the days of 
R, W. Bro. Wm. Jarvis, and sustained his position as the actual repre- 
sentative who had power to summon Grand Lodge. Having done 
this, he referred to the formation of his Provincial Grand Lodge in 
February, 1844, and justified his position by stating that: 



Carriage sometimes used by R, W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips. 

" For twenty years we have had no Masonic head nor anyone to look up 
to for Masonic instruction. In consequence of the great neglect of the 
Grand Lodge of England or some of its officers, the interests of Masonry in 
this country have not been attended to. We, therefore, on the 6th day of 
February, 1844, constituted and formed ourselves into a Grand Lodge. It 
never was our wish to separate from the Grand Lodge of England, nor is it 
our wish at the present time. We still wish to be under her patronage, and 
if a union could take place on fair and just Masonic principles, we should be 
most happy." 

And then with a magnanimity that v^as worthy of his name he 

said : 

" As to the appointment of Sir Allan N. MacNab, as the head of the 
craft in Upper Canada, I am quite sure it would give general satisfaction. 
Speaking individually, there is not a man on the continent of America, for 
whom I entertain a higher regard, as a Mason, a subject and a gentleman. If 
he will appoint a time and some central place on his return from England and 
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give me notice in time, I will notify the lodges and members of the fraternity 
under my jurisdiction, and we will meet and endeavor to settle all differences, 
and unite under him all lodges in this part of the province. For my own 
part, I have no wish for a division. All the lodges in Upper Canada must be 
taken into consideration. I send you one of our constitutions and a couple 
of printed papers for the information of Sir Allan. I should like to hear from 
you on the receipt of this at your earliest convenience." 

This was but two years prior to his death and his withdrawal 
from the position that he held in the Craft. 

Dr. Phillips practised his profession in Algonquin, Prescott, 
Maitland and Brockville. 

He died in September, 1847, a small hamlet, known as Tin Cap, 
four miles north of Brockville, and was buried with Masonic honors 
in Read's burjang-ground in the township of Augusta. His funeral 
was very large, one person saying that two hundred and fifty vehicles 
were in the procession. One lady who was at the funeral says she 
remembers the mystic part of it distinctly, because at the grave some 
peculiar ceremonies were gone through. 

The Tin Cap is the name of the cross-roads about four miles north 
of Brockville, so named from a small tin-covered tower, which years 
ago surmounted the school-house, situated at the cross-roads. This 
old school-house, which has long since disappeared, was a very 
familiar landmark to the travellers and the mail carriers in the days of 
the stage-coach, as it stood on a very high ground, on the old 
government road which ran in a direct line between Brockville, 
Smith's Falls, Perth and Ottawa. Its tin-covered cupola could be seen 
on either side of it for miles. Nothing remains to mark the spot 
where the building stood. The name, however, and the old black- 
smith's shop still remain, and will likely designate the locality foi 
generations to come. The old wayside inn has also disappeared, the 
antiquated building having been quite recently re-modelled, almost 
rebuilt, and is now occupied as a private residence. 

Bro. Phillips was a member of St. Peter's Kpiscopal church, 
Brockville. Before living in this place he resided in Toronto. When 
he left the latter place he made the trip with his wife and infant child 
down Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence river in a bateau, which 
was managed by eight Frenchmen. Steamers at that time had not 
made their appearance on our inland waters. 

When in Brockville he occupied for eighteen years a house own- 
ed by Billa Flint, father of the Hon. Billa Flint. He moved from 
Brockville to the township of Klizabethtown adjoining, occupjnng a 
house then owned by Nelson King at the Tin Cap. Here he resided 
until his death. Some are still living who remember in their school 
days his familiar form sitting in a large arm-chair on the verandah in 
front of his house. 

For many years the exact location of the graveyard in which Dr. 
Phillips was buried was unknown, but enquiry revealed that the place 
was not only known but that some of those who were present at the 
funeral were yet to the fore. Read's burying ground is in the county 
of Grenville in the township of Augusta, third concession, lots Nos. 
36 and 37. It is five miles west of Maitland and one and a half miles 
from Stone's Corners. The ground was a private burying place, and 
was laid out in 1837 during the cholera scourge in Upper Canada by 
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Moses Read, who emigrated in early days from the State of Con- 
necticut. Many of the emigrants who died from the disease were 
buried there. In later years it became a country burying ground for 
the farmers and people of the vicinity, and about 1870 was laid out as 
a regular cemetery. 

Mr. Samuel Read who lives in Brockville states that he remem- 
bers the funeral of Bro. Phillips. The coffin was very large, as was 
necessary for a man of such immense build and stature, and the 
Masons of Brockville and the surrounding country attended in regalia, 
the Masonic burial service being given after the Anglican service, to 
which denomination Bro. Phillips belonged. Mr. Read remembers 
that the Craft made a large circle around the grave, as the grand 
honors were given, and that the coffin had scarcely been lowered when 
the surrounding earth fell in, which entailed extra work upon him as 
he had to fill in the grave. The country people turned out to the 
funeral in large numbers, and the evidence of respect for the deceased 
was displayed in the fact that many came from distant p^rts of the 
country in order to show esteem for his memory. 


L'LHI I 



In the Name of the Holy TR I N I T 1*. 

We the High 
St. John's Chapter, holden on. Yonge Street, in 
the Province of Upper Canada, do certify, that 

^^..^^ ^ X^J^'-'^J .Companion ^^l^^, 

^^^^/.^^^ 1,^3 been duly exaked to the 
Degrees of Mark Mafter, Paft Mafter. moft Ex- 
cellent Mafter, and Hoyal Arch Mafon in this 
our faid Chapter, he having with amazing skill 
and valour fultained the T. rials incident -to the 
faid Deg r ees wit;h-fc rtku.de.atiyj jrengn.-^ «:»«>»> , V7c 
dolhereforeTiereby recommend him to all wor- 
thy Companions around the Globe. 

In teftimony whereof we have hereunto (et 

our Names, and caufed the r>eal- of .v^ 
J>odgc No. I 6, of Artcient York Ma- /V% 
fons (under the fandtion ot which ^ 
Warrant we work) to be affixed this 
<='^;^^ _ day ofe^^^^'-^i^ /^/^ 

j[phn,U HuJJm^ Higlv Prieft. 
Hial. WillcQX^ K.ing, 
IVilliam B, Pefers. ^Qi ibe. 



Fac simile of R. a. Certificate of R. W. Bro. Z. 

Phillips, 1814. 


M. 
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The grave of Bro. Phillips is unmarked by any stone. It is situ- 
ated at the upper part of the ground and is a few feet east of the grave 
of Guy Landers, and west of the grave of Jane Robertson, wife of John 
McBratney, while to the south is the grave of one Halburt. The old 
brother's grave is due east and west. Some day, perhaps, the Craft in 
that district may suitably mark the resting place of one who was most 
energetic and faithful in Masonic work. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 

St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 487, E. R., No. i, P. R., York (Toronto), 
County of York, 1822-45. — The Pioneer Lodge of the 
Reorganized Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper 
Canada. 

There may be nothing* in a name, and yet looking backward at 
the roll of Canadian lodges which have borne the honored name of 
St. Andrew/' one must realize the fact that even if titvilar distinction 
count for but little in the race for honor, in a few cases, at least, it has 
been happily applied to famous lodges on the Canadian register. 

As early as 1766, within seven years of the day wHen the gallant 
Scots climbed the face of the citadel rock of Quebec and carried the 
British arms to victory, the name of the Scottish Saint was engrossed 
on the Craft warrant of lodge No. 6, P. R., in the 78th Highlanders, 
warranted in 1760. Since 1766, perhaps a little earlier, this lods^e, 
afterwards No. 2, P. R., and in 1770 No. 221, K. R., has been known 
as St. Andrew's. This was the first lodge of that name in the old 
province of Quebec. 

The lodge, which met at the sign of the General Amherst," at 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, warranted in 1768, was in 1804 named St. 
Andrew's.'' Another lodge, warranted in 1771, which met in New 
York in 1776, was in 1786 named St. Andrew's/' while at subsequent 
dates, more particularly during the present century — the name was 
popular among lodges which either received their warrants from 
Scotland or had a membership composed of men who were not only 
sons of light but children of that land where blooms the heather. 

R.W. Bro. McGillivray, the Provincial Grand Master of 1822-41, 
was a highland Scotchman, and — if we may credit tradition — he it 
was who in September of 1822, at the Ontario House, afterwards the 
Wellington Hotel, on the north-west corner of Church and Front 
streets, while talking over the prospects of the about-to-be-resuscitated 
Provincial Grand Lodge, suggested the name of St. Andrew's for the 
lodge which should be No. i on the Provincial list. At this meeting 
Bros. Wm. Campbell, Thomas Ridout, John H. Dunn, John Beikie 
and Bernard Turquand were present. It is not improbable that the 
fact of the first W. M. being a Scotchman had an additional influence 
upon the selection of a name. 

The first record of the lodge is in the proceedings of the second 
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Provincial Grand Lodge at York on the 23rd September, 1822, In 
the list of lodges given in the printed proceedings, St. Andrew's is not 
mentioned as being even represented, but in the election of Grand 
Treasurer Bro. J. H. Dunn, who was a member of St. Andrew's, was 
selected for that office, and of the appointed officers: Bro. Bernard 
Turquand, of St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i,'' was made one of the 
" l*rovincial Grand Secretaries/' This quotation is the'^first record of 
the name on the roll of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

On the 27th October, 1822, V. W. Bro. John Dean, who in 1840 
was a resident of Toronto, wrote to R. W. Bro, James Fitzgibbon on 
matters Masonic. Amongst other things the desirability^ of publishing 
the names of the Provincial Grand Officers in the Masonic Register," 
a newspaper issued in New York, was alluded to. In this writing Bro 
Dean said: 

*' I feel particularly anxious that the names of the officers and members of 
St, Andrew's Lodge, No. i (should they give their consent), should be in- 
serted, as I am confident that the example of such brethren as compose that 
lodge will have great weight throughout the province, and that the greater 
publicity given to the formation of that lodge, the greater the good effect will 
be. The countenance of gentlemen of their rank and weight of character has 
long been w^anting in our society." 

Bro. Dean recognized the ef¥ect of such publication and desired 
that the Craft having- been placed on a permanent footing the brethren 
in the United States might know that the best men in the country 
were in its ranks. 

This letter did not secure a prompt reply for on 20th November, 
1822, R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon in writing to Bro. John Dean 
upon Craft matters, said: 

One cause of my delaying so long to answer your letter was waiting: 
an intended meeting of the brethren of Lodge No. i, which the public duties 
prevented until yesterday, when we assembled in Bro. Campbell's house to 
make the preliminary arrangements for the opening of our lodge and install- 
ing our officers. I asked their opinions of the propriety of having the names 
of the officers of their lodge in particular inserted in the New York ' Masonic 
Register.' It was decided in the negative, it being considered more appro- 
priate and respectable to have them published in our own provincial calendar. 
Before the approach of the period next year for publishing for the following 
year, I will have this subject further considered/* 

In the report of R. W. Bro. McGillivray to the M. W., the Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Eng-land, ' reference is made to St. 
Andrews's lodge, No. i, as follows: 

Amongst the members of this lodge (St. Andrew's, No. i) are one of 
the judges of the court of King's Bench, the Surveyor-General of the pro- 
vince, the Receiver-General, who is also a Legislative Councillor, the 
Governor's secretary, the principal aide-de-camp, the Adjutant General of 
Militia. &c., &c., &c.. and although these local distinctions may not be very 
highly appreciated in England, yet in Canada these gentlemen are a great 
acquisition to the general respectability of Masonry, and their personal and 
official influence will in many cases have a very beneficial effect." 

The reader will be surprised to learn that the issuance of a dis- 
pensation to St. Andrew's lodge, its appearance on the roll of the 
Provmcial Grand Lodge in September, 1822, the appointment of one 
of Its members as a Provincial Grand Secretary and the references to 
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Ontario House (Wellington Hotel), N.W. Cor. Wellington 
AND Church Streets, York (Toronto), Headquarters of 
Provincial Grand Officers and Members, 1822. 
Probably one of First Meeting Places of 
St. Andrew's Lodge. 



Facsimile of Circular Issued by Bro. William Campbell 
IN Connection with the Organization of St. 

Andrew's Lodge. 
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Bro. Wm, Campbell's Residence, Duke St., York (Toronto), 
WHERE Preliminary Meetings in Regard to Formation 
St. Andrew's Lodge were Held. 



The Room in Bro. William Campbell's House, where those 
Interested Discussed the Organization of 
St. Andrew's Lodge. 



Staircase and Doorway to Bro. Doorway 01-^ Bro. vVh.t.iam 

William Campbell's House. Campbell's House. 
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its membership in the letters of Bros. Dean and Fitzgibbon, all took 
place before the lodge met to be duly constituted. 

The impression is that the membership of the lodge convened in- 
formally during the months of September — December, 1822, and that 
Craft matters generally were discussed, not only regarding the lodge 
itself but also the Provincial Grand Lodge, whose leading members 
in Vork belonged to St. Andrew's lodge. The letter of Bro. Fitz- 
gibbon shows that at least one meeting was held after that of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge, and it is not unlikely that others were held 
prior to the 37th of December, 1822, the date on which the lodge was 
constituted. A careful perusal of the MSS. gives, however, no further 
information. 

Whatever meetings were held during the months of September- 
December the first minutes recorded are those of the festival of St. 
John the Kvangelist, 27th December, when the lodge assembled 

for constitution ''at 12 at noon.'' 

The minutes of the opening meeting state that " the first meet- 
ing was held at York," no building or street being mentioned. 
On the 26th March, 1823, the minutes of an emergent meeting state 



Jordan's Hotel, King St. Kast, York (Toronto), 182:2. 

that St. Andrew's met at the Lodge Room," while the meeting of 
i6th April, 1823, was held in the lodge room at York/' The first 
meeting may have been in Jordan's Hotel on King street east, opposite 
Princess street, m York (in 1898 Nos. 293-301), or at the Ontario 
House, afterwards the Wellington Hotel, on the north-west corner of 
Church and Market (Wellington) streets, kept by Bro. William Camp- 
bell, who, by the way, was not related to the first W. M., or the lodge 
may have been organized in the ^Market lane (Colborne street), hall. 
This, however, is not probable, for at the meeting in February, 1823, 
a committee was appointed to procure suitable apartments for the 
lodge. As some of the meetings previous to organization were held at 
Bro. Campbell's house, it is not unlikely that the lodge continued to 
assemble in that place until a more convenient lodge room was found. 

The headquarters of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 1822 were at 
the Ontario house on Church Street. 
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The dwelling-house to the west of the hotel was occupied by Bro. 
WilHam Cooper, whose initiation in May, 1797 > is the first of which 
there is record in the town of York (Toronto). 

The proceedings at this first meeting were in the usual form. A 
Provincial Grand Lodge was opened with R. W. Bro. James Fitzgib- 
bon, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, in the chair, and nine others 
were present. 

The dispensation was issued to Bros. Wm. Campbell, Thos. Rid- 
out, John Henry Dunn, George Hillier, Nathaniel Coffin, John Beikie, 
Thos. Fitzgerald, Stephen Jarvis, James Fitzgibbon, Bernard Tur- 
quand and Daniel Brooks. 

Of the early life of William Campbell but little is known. He was 
born in Caithness, Scotland in 1758, and was the son of a Captain 
Alexander Campbell of the Royal Navy. It is said that at the age of 
twenty he joined the British Navy, and that from about 1778 until 
1784 he served in subordinate positions, being a quarter-master on a 
" King's ship from 1783-4, In the latter year he received his dis- 
charge at Halifax, and sailed for Chedabucto Bay, landing at what 
was afterwards known as Guysborough, a place situated at the head 
of the bay and named after the Governor, Sir Guy Carleton. 

The story of Campbell's landing has been handed down by an old 
resident long since passed away, and has also been chronicled in an 
historical paper of some years ago. 

It was a bright summer afternoon as the ship dropped anchor in 
the harbor, that, though narrow at its entrance, opened into a 
succession of beautiful basins all sheltered by surrounding hills. The 
union flag of Kngland floated quietly in a light breeze from the stern 
of the ship, and a boat being lowered. Quarter-master Campbell and 
his men rowed ashore. The landing place was soon reached, and in a 
few minutes Campbell's feet touched the shore of the land that would 
in a few years honor him with positions of trust and importance. His 
particular mission ashore was to find a pdlot to take the ship through 
the narrow entrance to the harbor, but, as subsequent events proved, 
he not only accomplished his mission, but at the same time lost his 
heart by finding his first helpmate in lite. It was truly a case of love 
at first sight. 

Houses in Guysborough a century ago were few and far between. 
Indeed, they were more akin to the modern log-house cut from adja- 
cent timber. But in the winter of 1783-4 fire destro^^ed most of the 
dwelling-places and a man-of-war was dispatched from Halifax with 
provisions and clothing for the sufTerers. By the autumn of 1784 many 
buildings had been erected and comfort secured for the inhabitants. 
The architecture of the houses was primitive, comfort being the pre- 
dominant note, but of the few houses Campbell singled out one that 
may or may not have specially attracted his attention. His rap 
brought to the door a young girl in her teens, whose pleasant manner 
made such an impression upon him that Campbell became a lodger at 
a moderate rate per week. How long he lived in this house we know 
not, but it was there that he won his first wife, for Miss Hadley, for 
such was her name, became the first Mrs. GampbelL 

A small volume in the British Museum entitled The Present 
State of Nova Scotia,''^ published in 1784, contains the following 
extract: 
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One of the regiments — the British legion, commanded by Lieut-CoL 
Tarleton, which had served with distinguished reputation during the war in 
America, began a settlement here (Port Moviton, Queen's County, Nova 
Scotia), and built a Town in the Autumn of the year 1783, which, unfortunately 
for them, being somewhat too late, and the ground consequently covered with 
snow, prevented them observing the nature of the soil until the following 
Spring. Their town at that time consisted of three hundred houses and the 
number of people was something more than eight hundred. They, seeing the 
sterile appearance of their lands, and all their hopes, of course, frustrated, 
were meditating on the best means of getting away to other places, when an 
accidental fire which entirely consumed their town to ashes, with all their live 
stock, furniture, and wearing apparel, tilled up the measure of their calamities, 
and rendered them perfectly miserable Those persons who suffered by the 
conflagration have mostly removed to Chedabucto Bay, in the easternmost 
extremity of the Province/* &:c., isic. 

Mrs. James E. Hart, Halifax, N. S., wrote some years ago, " A 
History of the County of Guysborough, N. S,/' being one of a series 
of articles written as a King's College competition for a prize given 
by a Dr. Aitken. Mrs. Hart quotes extracts from the old book in the 
British Museum and adds mvich that is of interest in connection with 
William Campbeirs life and work in Nova Scotia. After quoting the 
extract concerning the British Legion, given above, she writes as to 
the distress at Chedabucto: 

A * King^'s Ship ' was despatched from Hahfax, with provisions, &c., 
for their relief, and conveyed them to Chedabucto in June, 1784. The ship 
ran up to the head of Chedabucto Bay, but a pilot was needed to take them 
through the strong tide and narrow entrance into the harbour. A small log 
house was discerned, and William Campbell, a young quarter-master, with 
some sailors, rowed in to the shore to make enquiries. As the boat was leaving 
the ship, one of the ladies on board called out to Campbell, * take care that you 
don't lose your heart while you're on shore.' The house proved to belong to 
Capt. Joseph Hadley, who is said to have been engaged in the siege of Louis- 
burg, and to have received his large grant of land at Chedabucto among the 
earliest allotments. 

On the ist of June, 1785, the Town Clerk entered in his official record, 
' William Campbell married to Hannah Hadley ' — the very young lady froin 
whom he received his first information concerning his new home. 

After a few years of desultory employment, he found it needful to estab- 
lish himself in some more certain way of providing for his family, and decided 
to study law. He gave all his energy to this work and when some time after- 
ward a vessel was sent from Sydney, Cape Breton, to Guysboro — the former 
Chedabucto — to search for a lawyer, Mr. Campbell answered the call. He 
gained the suit, received thirty guineas for his fee and was sent home by special 
conveyance. 

" The reputation he thus gained led to his appointment in 1804 as Attorney- 
General of Cape Breton, which then had a separate government from Nova 
Scotia. In 1807 Brigadier General Nepean, President of the Council of Cape 
Breton, removed the Attorney-General from his office. Mr. Campbell at once 
went to England to represent his case and obtain redress. While there a 
judgeship in Canada became vacant and this promotion was offered to him. 
He accepted it. removed to Canada in 181 1, was made Chief Justice in 1825, 
and knighted after a few years, and the young quarter-master of 1784 is now 
spoken of as the late Sir, William Campbell. 

Mr. Campbell studied law with Thomas Cutler, Esq.. who came to 
Chedabucto in the ship with him. Mr. Cutler is said to have been a student at 
Yale College, and left there to join the British Army. He was Ensign in the 
King's Orange Rangers. 
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The first Court held in the new settlement — New Manchester — as Cheda- 
bucto was first re-named, October nth and 12th, 1785, appomted Wm. Camp- 
bell one of the Assessors, and he was foreman of the first Grand Jury. During 
several succeeding years he was Overseer of Roads and Svirveyor of Lines and 
Bounds, and in 1794 one of the Overseers of the Poor. 

At the Court of General Sessions August 15, 1792. ' The Court request 
Mr. William Campbell to join a Committee from the Grand Jury to draw up 
an address to His Excellency, Governor Wentworth, on his late appointment 
as Governor, and arrival into this Province.* 

At the Court of General Sessions, August 12, I794» * William Campbell, 
Esq., presented his commission as Justice of the Peace for said County (then 
Sydney County) which was read, and the certificate of his being sworn into 



Sir William Campbell. 


office, etc., upon which he was requested to take his Seat on the Bench of 
Justices.' 

"At the August Sessions. 1796. Timothy Wm. Hierlihy, John Legett, and 
Wm. Campbell, Esquires, were appointed a Committee for the Capitation Tax 
— on a Law of the Province^ — passed the Last Session of General Assembly — 
jrnd to meet at the Court House in Guysborough on the 3rd Tuesday in Sep- 
tember next. 

The name Guysborough first appears in the Sessions Minutes August. 
1789. Mr. HierHhy belonged to the Antigonfsh District; Mr, Legett belonged 
to the Country Harbor District: Mr. Campbell belonged to the Guysborough 
District, all three included in Sydney County/' 

In November, t8tt, Campbell was promoted to a puisne judge- 
ship in LTpper Canada and was Chief Justice of Upper Canada in 
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1S25. In 1828 he visited Scotland, and on his return in 1829 he retired 
from the bench, when the honor of knighthood was conferred upon 
him. He was the first Upper Canada judge to receive this honor. 

To the Masonic Hfe of Wilham Campbell, however, should be 
given more attention. He was made a Mason some time previous to 



V- Bro. Thos. Ridout. 


his landing at Guysborough, and must have been the Master of a 
lodge for he is designated Worshipful Bro. Campbell " in the first 
minutes of Temple lodge, the records of which are preserved in 
Halifax, thanks to the foresight of M. W. Bro, D. C. Fraser, M. P., 
P. G. M. of Nova Scotia. He was interested in Craft work to such 
an extent that this lodge, which was tlie first warranted at Guys- 
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boroug-h, was organized by him and prospered under him as W. M. 
The Temple lodge now under warrant at Guysborough by the Grand 
Lodge of Nova Scotia is the lineal descendant of the original Temple 
lodge in name only. 

In the summer of 1822 the Campbell homestead on Duke street, 
at the head of Frederick street, Toronto, was erected, and in the room 
to the west of the main entrance the preliminary meetings for the 
organization of St. Andrew's lodge were held. The fac simile en- 
graving in this chapter shows a circular letter in the handwriting of 
Bro. Campbell calling those interested to meet for this purpose. An 
engraving is also given of the house and of the room in which these 
meetings were held. The interior woodwork of the house is colonial 
in style and finish, and a peculiar feature of the hallway, in addition to 
the staircase, is a circular chimney that ran up the centre of the house 
with entrances for the stove-pipes that were connected with the primi- 
tive wood-burning stoves of the earlier part of the century. The 
house still (1899) stands as it did seventy-seven years ago. The front 
entrance retains the formidable and heroic lock, characteristic of 
colonial mansions, and the details of the woodwork in the rooms and 
large hallway bear evidence that the mechanic who fashioned it under- 
stood his trade and gave to his employer the best of value in his work. 

The portrait of Sir William Campbell given in this chapter is 
from a copy of that in the Parliament buildings at Ottawa. The 
original was painted from recollection and description about sixty 
years ago. At the best it is a poor piece of work, badly drawn and 
without any regard for detail such as would govern a modem portrait 
painter. The copy of this Ottawa picture, reproduced in this chapter, 
is by Mr. Dickson Patterson, of Toronto, and hangs in Osgoode Hall. 
It is an eflfective portrait, an excellent copy of the original, with the 
faults of the old-time artist corrected and the whole brought into har- 
mony with modern work. 

W. Bro. Campbell lived in the Campbell homestead on Duke 
street at the head of Frederick street, Toronto, and died in 1834. His 
funeral was attended by the Legislature, the members of the bar, the 
judges and clergy, and his loss was deeply regretted by his fellow 
citizens and the people of the province. 

Bro. Thomas Ridout, the senior w^arden, was born in Sherborne, 
Dorsetshire, in Kngland, and settled with his family in York, U. C, 
in 1797. He had lived at Niagara in 1792 and was in the commissary 
department under Governor Simcoe. He held many offices vmder the 
government, and in 1794 was sergeant-at-arms of the Legislative As- 
sembly; in 1798, Registrar of the county of York; in 1800 Clerk of the 
Peace for the Home district; in 1810 Surveyor-General of Upper 
Canada; in 181 2 member of the Legislature for the West Riding of 
York, and in 1829 a member of the Legislative Council of Upper 
Canada. His eldest son was George Ridout, and his second son, 
Thomas Gibbs Ridout, who occupied at a later period so prominent a 
part in Masonic affairs for half a century. He died at York (Toronto) 
on the 8th February, 1829, in the 75th year of his age. He was a man 
of exemplary character and died highly respected by the entire 
community. 

Bro. John H. Dunn, the junior warden elect, was also the Grand 
Treasurer of the Provincial Grand Lodge. He was born in St. Helena 
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in 1796, and came from an old Northumberland family. Between 
1817 and 1820 he held an appointment in the old East India service 
office in London and also in the War Office, the latter immediately 
before going to Canada. He was appointed Receiver-General of 
Upper Canada in 1820, and held that office until 1841, after which he 
returned to England, where he died in the early fifties. He left a son, 
the late Col. Dunn of Balaclava fame, and a daughter who married 
Major-General Sir Henry Green, of London. Col. Dunn is dead. 
Lady Green lives in London, England. 

Bro. John Beikie, the treasurer, was an old resident of York. He 
had been at an early date sheriff of the county, and his figure was a 
familiar one to the inhabitants of York, He was a tall, well built 
man, affable in manner, quick in speech, and popular. In the winter 
he wore a long snuff -colored overcoat, which made him conspicuous 
on the street, and it required no introduction to make known old John 
Beikie. Many citizens of Toronto remember how on the :20th of 
June, 1837, he stood upon the stone steps of the parliament buildings 
on Front street, and proclaimed the accession of Her Majesty to the 
throne. He lived on Front street west, just where Windsor street 
now opens and runs north. His house was of frame, a two-story, com- 
fortable-looking home, and there the old gentleman enjoyed society 
and moderate living. 

Bro. Bernard Turquand, an official of the Receiver-GeneraFs 
office for Upper Canada, the secretary, was also with Bro. John Dean 
one of the secretaries of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

A comprehensive biography of each of the last three brethren has 
already been given. 

Bro. Thomas Fitzgerald, the senior deacon, was a barrister by 
profession — a short, stout, jovial brother, a great friend of R. W. Bro. 
James Fitzgibbon. He died in Kingston, Upper Canada, on the 
5th February, 1839. 

Bro. George Hillier, the junior deacon, a major in the 74th Regi- 
ment, and aide-de-camp and military secretary of Bro. Sir Peregrine 
Maitland, lived in a rustic looking cottage which stood on the north- 
east corner of Bay and Front streets, Toronto. 

Bro. Nathaniel Coffin was the Adjutant- General of Upper 
Canada for many years. 

Bro. Stephen Jarvis was a cousin of Secretary Jarvis, the first 
Provincial Grand Master. He was Usher of the Black Rod in the old 
Legislative Council of Upper Canada and afterwards Registrar of the 
Home district. W. B. Jarvis, his son, was the Sherif¥ of York. He 
died in 1884 and was succeeded by the late F. W. Jarvis. Bro. W. B. 
Jarvis was a Mason. 

These brief notes give something of the history of those who 
formed St. Andrew's lodge, the mother lodge- — to a certain extent 
— of all the subsequent lodges in York and Toronto. 

At the first meeting of St. Andrew's lodge, previously referred to, 
R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon stated its object and read the following dis- 
pensation: 

SIMON McGILLIVRAY, P. G. M. 

To all and every our Right Worshipful, Worshipful, and loving Brethren, 
I, Simon McGillivray, Provincial Grand Master for the Province of Upper 
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Canada, acting tinder His Royal Highness, Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke 
of Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of Arklow, Knight of the Most Noble 
Order of the Garter, &c., &c., &c.. Most Worshipful Grand Master of the 
United Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England. 

Send Greeting. 

Whereas a petition has been presented to me, signed by the following 
Brothers, viz.: WilHam Campbell, Thomas Ridout, John Henry Dunn, George 
Hillier, Nathaniel Coffin, John Beikie, Thomas Fitzgerald, Stephen Jarvis, 
James Fitzgibbon, Bernard Turquand, and Daniel Brooke, praying for a 
Warrant of Constitution, or such other authority as it may be competent to 
me to grant, empowering them to form a regular lodge of Ancient, Free, and 
Accepted Masons of Y^ork, in the Home District of Upper Canada. Now 
Know Ye, That having taken the same into serious consideration, do hereby 
authorize and empower our said Brothers to hold a lodge, and to enter, pass, 
and raise Freemasons, conformably to the laws and constitutions of the 
Grand Lodge, and not otherwise, and to do all such other acts as may be 
done by a regular Avarranted lodge. 

And I do hereby approve the election of officers made by the said peti- 
tioners, and hereby appoint the said Brother William Campbell, W^orshipful 
Master; Brother Thomas Ridout, Senior Warden; and Brother John Henry 
Dunn, Junior Warden; and direct that they and their successors, duly elected 
and appointed, shall continue in the said offices until such time as a warrant 
shall be granted to their said lodge, under the seal of the Grand Lodge of 
England. 

yVnd for so doing this dispensation shall be their sufficient authority, to 
remain in force until such warrant shall have been granted, but subject always 
to the approval of the IXIost Worshipful Grand blaster. And the said Lodge 
shall be called No. r, and in addition to the said number, to assume the name 
of St. Andrew's Lodge. 

Given under my hand and seal at Y^ork, in the said Province, this twenty- 
fourth day of September, in the year of our Lord, and of Masonry, 5823. 

By command of the Right \\"orshipful Grand ATaster. 

JAMES FITZGIBBON, D. P. G. M. 
For T. DEAN, (B. TURQUAND, P. T.) 

BERN'D TURQUAND, P'l G'd Sec'ies. 

" A Board of Past Mrs. then assembled and our W. Mr. Elect, Br. Wm. 
Campbell, after passing the usual ceremony of installation, was duly invested 
and assumed his authority in the chair." 

By these minutes it is presumed that the lodge called of¥, that a 
board of P. M/s was formed, and that in the usual form the W. M. 
v^as installed and invested. The work of the board of P. M/s, while 
similar to, was not as extensive as, that of to-day. The minutes then 
read that 

The following brothers were then installed and invested by the W. M. as 
officers of this lodg^e for the ensuing year: 

Br. Thomas Ridout, Senior Warden; Br. John Hy. Dunn, Junior War- 
den; Br. BernM Turquand, Secretary; Br. Thos. Fitzgerald, Senior Deacon; 
Br. George Hiller, Junior Deacon. 

The minutes state that certain articles were then proposed and 
submitted to the consideration of the W. M., officers and members 
present, as by-laws for the future regulation and government of this 
lodge, which were unanimously adopted/' 
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The bylaws of the lodge are written in the first part of the minute 
book, and were so entered at a date subsequent to the opening meet- 
ing. The preamble states that 

at the first meeting of St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, on the new Registry 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, held by dispensation at 
York on the Festival of St. John, the Evangelist, being the 27th day of 
December, 58^2, the following rules and regulations were submitted to the 
consideration of the W. ^Masters, Wardens, Officers and members in open 
Lodge, and were unanimously agreed to, and ordered to be adopted as Bylaws 
for the future regulation and government of said Lodge.*' 

These bylaws are in thirteen clauses. They had been drafted 
prior to the first meeting, were then read and adopted, and after the 
organization entered in the minute book. 

The bylaws were in the ordinary form of all lodges of the period 
and embraced the following: 

I. Obedience to the Grand Lodge of England and the Provincial 
Grand Lodge. 

z. That the meetings be held on the Wednesday before full moon, 
and that the lodge shall not continue open after 10 p.m. This was 
changed on the 7th December, 18:24, to Monday." 

3. This clause gave the \Y. AI. power to call emergencies. 

4. In order to ensure regvilar attendance officers and members for 
non-attendance were liable to censure from the chair " and a fine 
not exceeding five shillings.''' 

5. Harmon}^ was insisted upon and no officer or member was 
allowed to use profane, immoral or indecent language, or introduce 
national, political or religious subjects at meetings, either at labor or 
refreshment, under certain penalties. 

6. The election of AV. M. and treasurer was to take place at the 
regular meeting preceding the festival of St. John, the Evangelist, 
while the other officers were nominated and all were installed at the 
festival. 

7. By this clause all applications for membership were to be in 
the regular form of Grand Lodge and recommended \yy two members, 
who should be responsible for the initiation and registry fees. 

8. This clause referred to the ballot. Three black balls excluded, 
but the bylaw read: if only one or two black balls are against him he 
shall be admitted (excepting those members or either of them draw- 
ing the black balls may think proper to state their objections, when in 
such case the admission or otherwise of the candidate shall be decided 
by the W. Master or a majority of the Brethren assembled)/' 

This bylaw strikes one in the light of Craft procedure of to-day as 
a departure from the rules which modern Grand Lodges have made 
and provided." If three black balls were in the box all hope was 
gone, but if only one or two, those depositing such were as a further 
safeguard permitted to state their objections to the candidate, and if 
the lodge thought well it might by a majority vote say whether the 
candidate should be admitted. 

The clause provided further for candidates proposed at emergent 
meetings — ensuring seven days' notice of ballot. 

9. By this clause not more than two new brothers '* could be 
made on the same day, and between the conferring of the E. A. and 
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F. C. there should be one month of time, and between the F. C. and 
M. M. two months. 

10. The fees for initiation were six guineas; for passing, one 
guinea and for raising, two guineas — in all nine guineas, or about $45 
of modern currency. For admission of an F. C. and raising, the 
charge was four guineas and for affiliation, two guineas. Kach mem- 
ber, if not under the degree of F. C, ten shillings every three months, 
being an annual fee of about $10. This was exclusive of regis trj" fees 
or dues payable to Grand Lodge. A memo, attached to this bylaw 
refers to the " Minutes 15 Dec, 1828/' but between 9th December, 
1828, and 28th December, 1829, there are no minutes extant. 

11. After the payment of all expenses the funds remaining were 
to be used for the purposes of Masonic benevolence.'' 

12. This clause regulated the work of the secretary and the 
treasurer; and 

Clause 13 provided that no E. A. should vote on any business 
question in the lodge. 

These bylaws were signed by thirty-one members. The signatures 
were written as each member was initiated or affiliated. 

These bylaws were subsequently revised and amended. On the 
9th November, 1824, the quarterly dues were increased to fifteen 
shillings; a book was to be kept for contributions to the Benevolent 
Fund and a refreshment fund was created by a payment of two shil- 
lings per lodge night and ten shillings for festivals. 

In 1840, on the 24th March, another revision took place, which 
did not materially vary the bylaws of 1822. The changes were more 
in matters of routine. The regular meetings were to be on the first 
Tuesday in the month, the elections at the regular meeting in June, 
and the installations on the festival of St, John the Baptist. The by- 
law referring to ballot and three black balls excluding was adhered 
to. Not more than five brethren were to be made on one occasion, 
instead of two^ and the fee for initiation was three guineas and a half 
(about $20.40), for the F. C. ten shillings, and for the M. M. fifteen 
shillings; for affiliation ten shillings; for quarterly and refreshment 
funds, two shillings and sixpence per month for all members. The 
books were to be audited quarterly, and all surplus funds were in June 
of each year to be paid to a benevolent fund, and no Kntered Ap- 
prentice shall be entitled to vote on an^- question appertaining to the 
business of the lodge.'' 

These bylaws were signed by forty-nine members. 

Returning to the proceedings of the first meeting. The tyler was 
voted a salary of £12 curr'y per annum/' and a voluntary sub- 
scription of 10 dollars from each member was entered into and handed 
to the Treasurer for the purpose of defraying present charges, and the 
Balance if any ordered to remain in the general fund.'' 

Petitions were received from " George Ridout, Barrister-at-Law," 
and ''Thos. Gibbs Ridout, Esquire," ''both of which Gent'n are re- 
commended by Brother James Fitzgibbon, D. P. G. Mr., & Bernard 
Turquand, Secretary." 

Th ese applicants were sons of Bro. Thos. Ridout, tlie senior war- 
den of the lodge. The meeting " closed in harmony at 3 P.M.," and 
thus ended the first regular meeting of St. Andrew's lodge. 


1ft 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 269 

At the second regular meeting on the 22nd January, 1823, Bro. 
Wm. Campbell occupied the chair. There were nine present, seven 
members of the lodge, including Bro. Daniel Brooke — his first appear- 
ance as a member — and two visitors. One of the latter was B1I0- 
William Johnson Kerr, W. of Dalhousie lodge. No. 2, Niagara, a 
son of R. W. Bro. Robert Kerr, at one time Provincial Grand Master 
of the schismatic Grand Lodge at Niagara, who had been honored by 
R. W. Bro. McGillivray with the rank of Past Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master, and Bro. George Jarvis of lodge No. 3, at Brockville. 
F'our of the members of the lodge, Bros. Dunn, Hillier, Coffin and 
Fitzgerald, were absent, and in consequence the ballot for the Messrs. 
Ridout was postponed and an emergency ordered for the purpose if 
required by the W. M." 

During the hour of refreshment Bros. Hillier and Fitzgerald en- 
tered, and after resuming labor the W. M. moved that the bylaw im- 
posing a fine on absentees from the nature of present circumstances 
be dispensed with. Bros. Hillier and Fitzgerald had clearly offered 
satisfactory excuses for their absence, hence the action of the W. M. 

R. W. Bro. Benjamin Turquand, writing on the 27th January, 
1823, from York, to Bro. Dean, at Bath, says of No. i lodge, Our 
Lodge, No. I, flourishes and exceeds somewhat my expectations.'' 

At the third regular meeting of the lodge, on 19th February, ten 
members were present, but 

The Petitions of Mefs'rs. George & Thomas Ridout were ordered to 
lay over until the conclusion of the Prov'l ParHament; unlefs the ,W. Mr. 
should find it necessary to afsemble a Lodge of Kmergency previous to that 
time/* 

At this meeting there is the first notice concerning a meeting- 
place for the lodge. At whatever place the lodge was held, whether 
at Jordan's York Hotel or at the Ontario House, it was not satis- 
factory, for 

The principal officers of this Lodge together with Brothers Beikie and 
Fitzgibbon appointed a Comm'ee for the purpose of providing suitable apart- 
ments for the future accommodation of this Lodge.'* 

This paragraph indicates that the lodge did not meet in the Mar- 
ket lane hall. It was an excellent building and was in use for many 
years later as a lodge meeting-place. It could not have been called un- 
suitable. 

At the fourth meeting on the 12th March, 1823, Messrs. George 
and Thomas Ridout were accepted, and an emergency ordered for the 
following Wednesday for their initiation, and on the 19th March both 
were duly initiated. 

New jewels had been ordered for the lodge, as the Jeweller's 
account " of £9 was laid over until the next meeting when it was order- 
ed to be paid. 

An emergent meeting was held on the 26th March, 1823, and 
another on the i6th April. At the former the W. M. gave the 
ancient charges to the newly initiated brethren," the Bros. Ridout, 
and at the latter the petition of Mr. James Grant Chewett was read. 
Bro. Chewett's son, Bro. W. C. Chewett, was W. M. of Ionic lodge. 
No. 25, in i860. He died in December, 1897, 
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At the fifth regular meeting 011 the 21st April the Bros. Ridout 
were passed to the F. C. A letter was read from the secretary' to the 
W. M. with regard to remuneration^ and £7. 10 per annum was order- 
ed to be paid to the secretary, the same to commence from the 27th 
December, 18^-2/' Bro. Beikie presented a sword to the lodge for the 
use of the Tyler and the lodge closed. 

At the sixth regular meeting in IMay eleven members were pre- 
sent, and the petition of Dr. Widmer, a well known physician of York, 
was presented. 

At the June meeting arrangements were made for the festival of 
St. John the Baptist, and at this festival meeting, the senior warden, 
Bro. Thomas Ridout, was ordered to represent the lodge at the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge at its meeting on the 8th July, 1823, in York, and 
a copy of the bylaws was made for presentation by the representative 
to the provincial body. A postscript in the minutes states Brethren 
to assemble to dinner in this room at 6 this evening." 

This postscript indicates Jordan's Hotel as the meeting-place. 
The Market lane hall would have been most unsuitable for dining pur- 
poses, and, therefore, the dining-room of the hotel was that referred to. 

At the meeting of July, 1823, Bro. Ridout, the senior warden, re- 
ported that this lodge had been by him duly represented in Grand 
Lodge, that the Copy of the b)— Laws had been presented and received, 
and that the G. L. would make a further commtmication to this 
Lodge.'' 

The minutes note that Bros. Wm. Campbell, N. Coffin and 
Thos. Fitzgerald," were absent on duty." This referred to the fact 
that these brethren w^ere absent through having to attend to their 
duties as civil servants of the province of Upper Canada. Bro. Coffin 
is noted, in the minutes, as having entered '"the lodge at a later hour. 
The tyler was paid three pounds currency as salary for the preceding 
three months, and a new ballot box cost'the lodge fifteen shillings. 

At the August meetmg twelve members were present, Bro. N. 
Coffin being again marked as Absent and on duty/' Mr. J. G. 
Chewett and Dr. Widmer were accepted as members. 

At the September meeting Bro. Daniel Brooke was acting-W. M., 
as Bros. Campbell, the W. M., Hillier, Fitzgibbon and Coffin, were 
" absent on duty,^' while Bro. J. tl. Dunn was absent, beins^ unwell " 
and Bro. " St'n Jarvis " was absent "with leave." In "those days 
specific excuses had to be j?iven by the members of the lod^e. other- 
wise the penalty would have been enforced. At the meeting on the 
15th October, 1823, Bros. N. Coffin and James G. Chewett were absent 
"on duty" and James Fitzgibbon " on'leave." 

At an emergent meeting on the 22nd " The W. M'r. announced 
the intention of Br. Fitzgibbon of resigning his seat as a member of 
this lodge from the 15th inst." At this meeting Bros. George and 
Thomas Gibbs Ridout received the M. M. degree, and the bylaw which 
provided for closing at 10 p.m. was on this occasion suspended. The 

mmutes state that this meeting was held " at /' The name 

of the place is not given. This was the last meeting held in the 
original meeting-place. 

The meeting on the 12th November was held at the house of Bro 
George Ridout. Tt was situated on the north-west corner of Market 
(Wellington) street, and what is now Dorset street in York The 
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lodge met in the upper room on the east side of the house. It is sup- 
posed that the lodge met in this house during the Morgan excite- 
ment, but of these meetings there are no records. 

The regular meeting in November, 1823^ was devoted to routine, 
but at an emergency, held at Bro. Ridout's on the -26th November, 
R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon, as Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 
presented the warrant from the Grand Lodge of Kngland to this 
lodge/' The meeting had been called without the usual seven days* 
notice, but the brethren were not at any loss whatever in making it a 
legal assembly by resolving that the informality of the summons for 



Bro. George Ridotjt's House, Wellington Street, York 

(Toronto), 1820. 


this evening be on the present occasion dispensed with/' Mr. Levins 
Peters Sherwood, barrister, afterwards the Hon. Justice Sherwood, 
was accepted and initiated. An indigent brother, an emigrant from 
England, was voted $10, while the sum of £1. 8. o. was expended on 
furniture for the lodge. It was determined that the 9th article in the 
bylaws be varied, so that a candidate, if a non-resident, might have all 
degrees conferred without waiting the usual period. 

At the regular meeting, at Bro. Ridout's, on the loth December, 
1823, Mr. Christopher A. Hagerman, barrister, afterwards ITon. 
Justice Hagerman, was balloted for and accepted. The W. M., Bro. 
Campbell, announced that he intended to resign the chair at the end 
of his term, and that the wardens also proposed resigning. The 
minutes read: 
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The W. M'r nominated Br. George Hillier, as Master — seconded by B*r 
Dunn, but in consideration of a particular clause in *he Constitutions — Br'r 
Hillier accepted t he office of Senior Warden, and Br. Wm- Campbell was 
prevailed upon to continue his office as W. M. for some time longer at his 
option/' 

It is possible that the particular clause in the constitution referred 
to was that which related to wardens serving one year in their chair 
prior to election as W, M. Bro. Campbell, having assented to a fur- 
ther term of office, Bro. Beikie, as treasurer, did likewise, and consent- 
ed to continue his office as Treasurer for the ensuing year/* Bro. 
Hillier also continued in office and Bro. Thos. Fitzgerald was nomin- 
ated as J. W. in the place of Bro. J. H, Dunn, Bro. Turquand con- 
tinued as secretary, and the Bros. George and Thos. Ridout were made 
senior and junior deacons respectively. 

At this meeting Mr. C. A. Hagerman and Mr. Christopher Wid- 
mer, afterwards Dr. Widmer, were initiated. A committee on charity 
was also formed. This was found necessary for there were at this time 
man}^ applications from indigent brethren from Great Britain. It was 
also decided to celebrate the festival of St. John by a dinner, and that 

any member of the Branches of the Legislature wishing to celebrate 
that Festival with the members of this lodge on that day, may be .at liBerty 
to do so." 

On the festival of St. John, 27th December, the lodge met at the 
house of Bro. Ridout and dined. Amongst those present was, as a 
visitor, Bro., the Rev. Robert Addison of Niagara. At a former meet- 
ing Bro. Fitzgibbon had signified his intention of resigning, but at 
this meeting on motion 

it was resolved that the notification from Br. Fitzgibbon, respecting his 
intention to withdraw from this Lodge, recorded in the minutes of the 22nd 
October last, be now expunged from the proceedings." 

This having been done Bro. Fitzgibbon was admitted. There 
were fourteen present, and before dinner the Rev. Bro. Addison was 
pleased tcy deliver an exhortation to the lodge on the subject of 
charity, from the ist Cor., 13th Chapter/' 

^ At the regular meeting on 13th January, 1824, held at Bro. Rid- 
out's, " Bro. Billings, a Master Mason, was admitted a member of this 
lodge without petition, ballot or payment of fees, being a transient 
Brother, and notTiaving been solicited to subscribe our petition for a 
warrant at the time this lodge was constituted.'' 

There does not seem to have been any sound reason for this de- 
parture from the bylaws, save that the name of Bro. T. F. Billings 
may have been omitted from the petition for the dispensation pre- 
sented to R. W. Bro. McGillivray in September, 1822. Bro. BilHngs 
was afterwards the treasurer of the Home district, and resided on Lot 
street (Queen) west. 

At this meeting Bro. Wm. J, Kerr and Bro. Thomas Clarke, of 
Dalhousie lodge. No. 2, Niagara, were present, as well as Bro. 
Mahlon Burwell, late master of lodge No. 9, Fort Erie/' also of St 
Thomas' lodge, No. 30, Talbot Road/' 

This is the first record in the Craft MSS, of the name of a W M 
of No. 9 at Fort Erie. The lodge at the Talbot Road '' was No. 30, 
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St. Thomas. Of this lodge or its work there is no record except a 
grant of land for a lodge room. 

Another brother was present in the person of John M. Balfour, 
of No. 3, Registry of Ireland." This simple entry clears in a way the 
myster}^ surrounding the origin of lodge No, 2, of 1781, in the county 
of Lincoln. Bro. Balfour was a well-known man. He was one of the 
Vice-Presidents at the second Convention at KLingstonln 18 19, and at 
the third in 18:20, but was not present at the subsequent meetings. It 
is understood that he withdrew from the Convention in 1821. 

The reader will have observed in reading the histor3'' of No. 2, 
Niagara, in 1781, that doubt is expressed as to its origin. The entry 
of Bro. Balfour's name, however, and the fact that he hailed from a 
lodge warranted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland indicate that No. :2 at 
Niagara, of date 1781, was of that Grand Register. There is, how- 
ever, no record of the issue of the warrant in the books of the Grand 
Lodge at Dublin. 



Lodge Room, Market Lane, York (Toronto) — St. Andrew^s 

Lodge Room, 1823-34-40-43. 


The proceedings at this meeting were varied by a reading of the 
minutes of the Grand Lodge of England, and also of the warrant of 
the lodge. 

This was the last meeting held at the house of Bro. Ridout, for at 
the regular meeting on the loth March, 1824, the minutes state that 
the lodge met in the new lodge room, York, U. C." 

This entry confirms the belief that the lodge met elsewhere irom 
December, 1822, until April, 1823. There is no doubt that the new 
lodge room was the Masonic hall in Market Lane (Colborne street), 
which had been used for Craft purposes for some years. In this room 
the Provincial Grand Lodge was re-organized and met in September, 
1822. 

T8a 
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The belief is that the upper story of the school house was made 
suitable for Masonic work, and that prior to this the lodges had met 
in the lower room. We know that the lodges met there about 1841, 
for Bro. Dr, Crawford, in describing the room stated that on the Sab- 
bath it was used for church purposes, and that a movable box pulpit 
had its place in one of the corners. The lower story of the building 
was a schoolroom. 

The minutes of lodge No. 5, at Kingston, in September, 1828, 
record the fact that that lodge objected to an expenditure of eight 
pounds for holding the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge in the 
hall of lodge No. i, York, when it could have been held in the meet- 
ing-place of No. 9 free of expense. While there is doubt as to the 
room of St. Andrew's lodge. No. i, there is none with regard to that 
of St. George's lodge, No. 9. The latter was in the Market Lane hall. 
It is not improbable that No. i may have met in Jordan^s Hotel, York, 
from 1822 and later, also for a time in the Market Lane hall, but No. 
I could not have met in this hall in 1828 or this complaint v^ould not 
be found in the minutes of lodge No. 5, at Kingston. 

On the 24th January, 1824, Bro. Benjamin Turquand, writing to 
Bro. John Dean, from York, amongst other matters says of St. 
Andrew's lodge. No. i: '"Our lodge flourishes; Bro. Hagarman and 
Bro. Sherwood, Speaker of the House, have joined us during this 
session/' 

The lodge had not met in February, owing to the extreme bad 
weather." At the meeting of loth March, 1824, Bro. Hillier was 
elected to the chair. No reason is given for holding the election at 
this time, unless it were that the particular clause in the Constitu- 
tions " referred to at the meeting in December, 1823, did not now oper- 
ate against such action by the lodge. Bro.Hillier's report ' respecting the 
accommodation for this lodge was presented and approved unanim- 
ously." It was further resolved that the charges for furniture, &c., 
be paid out of the Lodge fund." Bro. Beikie was elected S. W., and 
Bro. Thomas Fitz:gerald, J. W., with Bro. Turquand, as secretary, and 
Bro. Thomas Ridout, as treasurer. 

The death of Bro. Kerr, late W. M. of Dalhousie Lodge, No. 2, 
Niagara," was announced. This was W. Bro. Dr. Robert Kerr, who 
had taken so active a part in the rival Grand Lodge at Niagara from 
1800-22. 

In May of 1824 the lodge presented Bro. Williain Campbell, the 
first W. M., with a P. M.'s jewel, and Bro. Beikie, who was the most 
expert worker in the lodge, gave parts of the E, A. ritual and charge 
for the benefit of those present. 

The lodge did not meet for its regular in June, T824, but on the 
24th, the festival of St. John, quite a large num^ber were present. W. 
Bro. Hillier was absent on public duty, and, therefore, R. W. Bro. 
James Fitzgibbon presided. Bro. Benjamin Thorne, one of the family 
after which Thornhill was named, affiliated at this meeting. 

The July meeting was devoted to the consideration of a letter 
from Bro. Stephen Jarvis, resigning his membership in the lodge 
owmg to some difference he had with a brother. In August the lodge 
acknowledged the force and the propriety of the reasons " for the 
resignation and regretted that the lodge should be deprived of " so 
effective a member as Bro. Jarvis." 
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Bro. Beikie, who was ever ready to oblige, recited the ceremony 
of visitation/' which presumably meant an examination by a board of 
trial, and the reception of visitors. 

In September of 1824 Bro. Peter McPhail was made the regular 
tyler, and Bro. Isaac Pilkington was employed as a serving brother 
to assist the Tyler." Bro. Pilkington was an old soldier, and lived 
on the road to Quebec," that is near the Don bridge, Toronto, for 
the road to the " Ancient Capital " commenced here, and ran, as the 
saying goes, east six hundred miles." A small creek in those days 
entered the bay just east of the foot of Berkeley street in York. It 
was called Goodwin's Creek. After crossing this creek there was a 
rise in the ground, and on a knoll to the right resided the tyler of the 
lodge, in one of a group of white buildings situated in a grove of tall 
pines and acacias. 

Bro. Beikie was again in demand, and recited the fourteen 
questions to qualify for the second degree, and the charge of the first." 
In October Bro. Beikie also gave the obligation of a F. C. M. and 
explanations/' At an emergency on the 25th October, 1824, the 
lodge resolved to assess each member 10/- to liquidate the standing 
debt of the lodge, and as this indebtedness seems to have been a source 
of trouble, Bros. T. G. Ridout and F. T. Billings were appointed 

'* a Committee of Finance for the purpose of taking into consideration 
the present state of the funds of the Lodge and forming a separate fund of 
charity and to report at the next monthly meeting what steps appear neces- 
sary to carry the wishes of the Lodge into eflfect." 

It was also resolved to admit as an affiliated brother Capt'n Geo. 
Brown, a Royal Arch Mason from Military Lodge, Welsh Fusiliers/' 
as " a military brother on the same grounds as Brother Billings/' 
Bro. Billings had been affiliated in January, 1824, without petition, 
ballot or payment of fees, being a transient brother, and not having 
been solicited to subscribe our petition for a warrant at the time this 
lodge was constituted/' These two affiliations indicate that brethren 
of military lodges possessed privileges which in Canada were, at least, 
peculiar only to St. Andrew's lodge. 

At the regular meeting in November the report of the Committee 
on Finance was presented. It must have been elaborate, for a special 
vote of thanks was passed to its framers, and it was ordered to " be 
entered at foot of our by-laws/' This, however, was not done. Bro. 
Turquand, in order to aid the lodge in its monetary difficulties 
resigned his salary " and was duly thanked. 

On the 7th December, 1824, Bro. Hillier was again elected as 
W. M., and Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, as treasurer. Bro. Capt. Brown 
was admitted a member of this lodge during his stay in this town, 
and be also permitted to join on the same terms as Br. Billings." 

At the festival of St. John, on the 27th December, the installation 
took place, at which R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon was present. The jewel 
to W. Bro. Campbell, P. M., had been sent to that brother with a 
letter from the W. M., and was duly acknowledged. In this case the 
usual custom of making the presentation was not followed. 

At the meeting of January, 1825, Bro. James Fitzgibbon presided. 
The work was routine. The meeting of 28th March must have been 
interesting. R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon was present, and the lodge was 
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honored with a visit from R. W. Bro. Simon McGilHvray, the Provin- 
cial Grand Master of Upper Canada. He was accompanied by Bro. 
Hon. J. H. Dunn, the Provincial Grand Treasurer. At the request 
of Br. McGillivray, the lodge resolved unanimously that he be -ad- 
mitted a member of the lodge." 

At the May meeting the W. M, explained to the satisfaction of 
the brethren " that the lodge did not meet in April frorn unavoid- 
able circumstances/' Bro. Billings sent in his resignation at this 
meeting and it was accepted, but in July it was withdrawn, and his 
membership continued- At this meeting Bro., the Hon. Thomas 
Clark, of Queenston, a member of the Legislative Council of Upper 
Canada, afifiliated. 

The meeting of June 9th was routine, and the festival of St. John 
was celebrated on the 24th, at which Br. Beikie recited the Kntered 
Apprentice's obligation; the Charge to a newly initiated Brother, and 
the Lecture in the first degree.'' 

In July Bro. Beikie entertained the brethren, for he Being called 
upon by the W. M., described the tools of a Master Mason with Illus- 
trations; 2nd\y\ those of an Kntered Apprentice; 3rdly, those of a 
Fellow Craft, and lastly, the ceremony of initiation into the 3rd 
degree/' 

At the August meeting, Bro. Turquand being absent, Bro. Davis 
acted as secretary, but he failed to keep a draft of the minutes. Bro. 
Turquand states in the minutes that on enquiry Bro. Davis knows 
or recollects nothing of the matter." 

In September the business was routine and At the request of the 
W. MV. Br. Beikie recited the ceremony of raising a Brother F. C. 
to the 3rd degree, and descril>ed the working Tools of a Master 
Mason." 

At the meeting in October, 1825, the ever faithful Bro. Beikie 
gave the lecture in the first degree,'' and the dues were paid over to 
the treasurer to cover an advance made " by that ofhcer. 

At the November meeting the minutes of the Grand Lodge of 
Hngland and a communication from the M. W. G. M. were read, and 
Bro. Beikie gave the K. A. lecture. 

The meeting of 19th December Was for election. At this meeting 
the death of R. W, Bro. William McGillivray, the Provincial Grand 
Master of the District of Montreal, was announced. He was a brother 
of R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. The article in the bylaws relating 
to elections was changed, so that the annual election should take place 
in December instead of June. It had been customary to hold a dinner 
on the festival of St. John, the Evangelist, but at this meeting it was 
resolved to postpone it until after St. George's day. Bro Beikie was 
elected W. M. 

On the 27th December, 1825, Bro. John Beikie was dulv installed 
with Bro. Thos. Fitzgerald as S. W., and George Ridout/as T- VV. : 
Bro. Turquand, secretary; Bro. T. G. Ridout, treasurer; Bro ' T F 
BilHngs, S. D., and Bro. J. G. Chewett, J, D. 

At the meeting in January a vote of thanks was passed to Bro. 
Ridout as treasurer, and the subscription fund for refreshments was 
reduced from to/- to 5/- per quarter. A committee was appointed 
to enquire into and make arrangements respecting the rent of this 
lodge.'' On motion of Bro. Hillier it was resolved that the Ark at 
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present used for the purposes of this lodgfe being insufficiently adapted 
for same — The Treasurer be requested to obtain such a one as may 
contain the whole of the requisite furniture/' W. Bro. Beikie was 
pleased to repeat the obligation of an entered apprentice — and after- 
wards the first section of the charge in the first degree." 

At this meeting a jewel was ordered for W. Bro. Hillier, P. M. 
It was also 

Resolved that the Lodge being fully sensible of the great benefits and 
advantages it has derived from the superintending care and exertions of its late 
Worshipful Master, Br. George Hillier, its best and warmest thanks are 
hereby ofifered to him and that the same be inserted on its minutes as a last- 
ing testimonial of the high respect and regard in which he is held by every 
member of the Lodge." 

The meeting in March was postponed owing to the unavoidable 
absence of many of the members on public duty and otherwise/' At 
the April, 1826, meeting the W. M. read a letter from Bro. George 
Oliver, of England, the Masonic writer, and this was followed by the 
obligation and part of the narrative on the 3rd degree " by the 
W. M. 

At the May meeting the W, M. gave the obligation in the third 
degree and the Lecture in the first/' At the regular meeting on 12th 
June, only routine work was transacted, and the W. M. gave part of 
the questions preparatory to taking the second degree, and the narra- 
tive of the ceremony of pafsing to that degree — and afterwards the 
remainder of the questions and exemplifications — and examination of 
a Fellow Craft Mason/' He also gave the charge in the first 
degree/' 

On the 24th June, 1826, several of the members having met but 
not sufficient to form a quorum, the Brethren separated/' 

At the July meeting the W. M. announced the meeting of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge at York, and the W. M. gave the first 
section of the lecture in the first degree/' In August there were not 
sufficient to form a quorum/' In September Bro. Fitzgibbon having 
left the province, Bro. Billings was appointed S. W. The W. M. read 
a letter as to the cost of the jewel for Bro. Hillier, which was £16. 16. 
sterling, and it was resolved that each brother in the lodge contribute 
one Pound C'y " and that " the difference be paid out of the lodge 
fund/' The W. M. was responsive, as usual, to the requests of the 
brethren, and ''was pleased to give the obligation in the ist Degree, 
described and illustrated the use of the working tools of an entered 
Apprentice; also the charge to a newly initiated brother/' 

In October, 1826, the business was routine, diversified b)'^ the 
W. M, giving the lecture in the first degree for the instruction of the 
Brethren/' In November there was no qtiorum, but Bro. Cartwright 
from No. 5, Kingston/' was present. He was the father of Sir 
Richard Cartwright, 

An emergency was held on the T7th November, 1826, for instruc- 
tion, and at this meeting Bro. Cartwright, of No. 5, Kingston, and 
Bro. Thomas Carfrae, of St. George's, No. 9, the successor of St. 
John's Royal Arch lodge. No. 16, were present. The W. M'r was 
pleased to commence his instruction by explaining the initiation in 
the first degree & afterwards the lecture in the same/' 
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The regular meeting on 9th December, 1826, was routine. The 
minutes were confirmed, and the W. M. read a letter from himself to 
Bro. Hillier, P. M., on the subject of the jewel voted to him on the 
1 6th January last." 

This is the last record of minutes of St. Andrew's lodge until its 
re-assembling on the 28th December, 1839. No valid reason has ever 
been found for this lapse in the meetings of this lodge. It is true that 
during the period of 1826-29 there was an unusual amount of excite- 
ment in connection with the disappearance of William Morgan, which 
may perhaps have tended to bring about the dormant condition of the 
lodge, and yet this could not have been the only reason, for other 
lodges continued to meet in different parts of the countr3^ 

An old tradition is handed down that the lodge did cotitinue meet- 
ing in the house of Bro. Geo. Ridout, and Masons who have not passed 
away many years declared that this was the case. It was indeed more 
than likely that this course was pursued, for Bro. George Ridout was 
enthusiastic, and would not allow such a matter as the disappearance 
of Morgan to affect his interest in Masonry. It is true that many of 
the members of the lodge were in the employ of the government, but 
the fact that Sir Peregrine Maitland offered a reward for the discovery 
of Morgan was in itself sufficient to prove that those connected with 
the lodge had nothing to do with his disappearance. 

Whatever may have been the reason, there are no minutes in 
existence from 9th December, 1826, until 28th December, 1829, when 
the lodge met again in the Market Lane Hall. The minutes read: 

At the regular meeting of St. And'w's Lodge or No. i, held at the L. 
room at York, U.C., on Monday, the 28th Deer., A.D,, 1829, A.L., 5829, being 
the day adopted for the celebration of the Festival of St. John, the Kvangelist, 
the 27 happening to fall on the Sabbath.*' 

Bro, Thos. Carfrae was acting as W. AT, with Bro. W. Rose as 
S. W.; Bro. B. Turquand, as J. W. ; Bro. Jno. Sparks, as J. D., and 
Bro. Geo. Cattermole as S. D., and another member in the person of 
the Rev. Dr. PhilUps of Upper Canada College. Amongst the visitors 
were Bros. Watson, Moore, Stevenson, Meighan and Grosvenor. Bro. 
Thompson was the tyler. Nearly all these brethren were members of 
St. George's lodge which had dissolved. 

Of those present all seemed to be P. M.^s except Bro. Phillips 
and Bro. Stevenson, for they were asked to withdraw, and after the 
lodge or board of P. M.'s was closed, these two brethren were again 
admitted. At the close of the meeting Bro. Charles Baker, whose 
evidence as to the revival was most important, was admitted to the 
lodge. The brethren, with the exception of Bro. Turquand, who up 
to 1826 had taken an active interest in the affairs of the lodge, did not 
take part in the earlier meetings of the revived lodge. 

W. Bro. Walter Rose was elected W. M. He was second clerk 
in the Receiver General's Office. 

Bro. Thos. Carfrae, the S. W., was a son of Bro. Hugh Carfrae, 
S. W., of the Queen's Rangers lodge, in 1795, and succeeded a Mr. 
Savage as Collector of the port in 1835. 

B ro. B. Turquand, the J. W., was the Deputy Receiver General 
under Hon. J. H. Dunn. 

Bro. George Cattermole, the S. D., was a well known watch- 
maker of York. 
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Bro. John Sparks was an old Mason, who lived at the east end of 
York, near the Don river and the Windmill. His house was — is yet 
(1898) — on the west side of Broadview avenue, the front door looking* 
to the east. It is about one hundred and fifty yards to the north of 
Queen street, is known to be as old as the century, and is supposed 
to have been built contemporaneously with Castle Frank " (1792). 

Bro. C. Baty was appointed secretary, and Bro. P. McPhail, 
treasurer, but neither of these brethren was present at the meeting-. 

In January, 1830, the bylaws were revised, and an alteration made 
in the scale of fees, which, however, is not given in the MSS. Quite 
a number of brethren affiliated, viz.: Bro. Richard Watson, a brother 
who was a printer by profession, an expert Mason, one who unfortu- 
nately lost his life in the fire which destroyed St. James' cathedral and 
the block to the east of it on King street in 1849. Bro. Watson was 
endeavoring to save a font of Greek type in his ofifice, which stood at 
the north-east corner of King and Nelson (Jarvis) streets. Bro. 
Seneca Ketchum was a brother of Bro. Jesse Ketchum ; Bro. Thos. 
Moore, a hotel-keeper, whose house was at the south-east corner of 
King and East Market streets; Bro. Charles Baker, a merchant tailor; 
and Bro. Geossman, a surveyor of repute. The meeting's had been 
continued in the Masonic hall in ?^Iarket Lane. At the February 
meeting the W. M. reported that 

" The agreement concluded with Mr. P. Paterson for the Lodge Room for 
the use of the Bap. Congrega'n for six months com*g 7 January, at 45/ for that 
period/' 

Mr. Peter Paterson was a merchant of York and a prominent 
member of the Baptist church. The earhest meetings of the Baptists 
in York were held in the Masonic hall in Market Lane. 

The meeting's held in April, May and June, consisted of routine, 
with balloting for members and degree work. .Vt a meeting held on 
the 8th June the lodge property was insured against loss by fire. The 
festival was celebrated on the '->4th June, the cost of which was 
^£:^. 8. 61, The meeting of August was for routine, but the lodge was 
placed in mourning in consequence of the death of King George IV'^. 

At an emergency held on the i->th September, R. W. Bro. Fitz- 
gibbon was present, and also Bro. Cieorge Ridout, This was the first 
rneeting these brethren had attended since the revival of the lodge. A 
dispute between Br. F. T. Billings and Br. Isaac Pilkington was re- 
ferred to Bro. Fitzgibbon, associated with Bros. Ridout and James 
Doyle, for settlement. 

The connection between St. Andrew's lodge and St. George's, 
No, 9, is shown by the fact that certain indebtedness of the latter was 
to be paid by the former. An order drawn in favor of Bro. R. 
Meighan, of St. George's, by Bro. Burnside, of St. Andrew's, for 
£8. II. 9. was accepted to be paid when there shall be sufficient funds 
in this lodge to meet the demand." 

At the meeting of 23rd November, 1830, a statement was pre- 
sented, showing that the membership owed the lodge £29. 15. 9. Bro. 
Turquand, who had served so long and so faithfully in many offices, 
was elected W. M., and W. Bro. Rose, treasurer. On the ^7th 
December, Bro. Turquand and the officers were installed. At the 
meeting on 28th December the business was routine. Bro. Charles 
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Terry was balloted for as an affiliate. While the ballot was being 
taken Bro, John Terry withdrew, and the result being favorable they 
were both appointed S. D. and J. D. respectively. 

In 1 83 1 the meetings were chiefly for routine and degree work. 
All were well attended. In May it was' resolved that the lodge room 
be rented for the ensuing year to the Primitive Methodist Congrega- 
tion and to the Mechanics' Institute." Bro. George Gillespie "Craw- 
ford, afterwards Dr. Crawford, who died in 1893, was initiated at this 
meeting. 

In July the drait by St. George's lodge was paid, and an applica- 
tion of a distressed brother, praying for a loan of £3 to assist him and 
his family, and to enable him to travel to his grant of land was re- 
ferred to a committee. 

There was no meeting in September, and the meeting in October 
was routine. The need of a governing head for the Craft in Upper 
Canada was felt bv all the lodges, more especialh' b\' St. Andrew's. 
As the senior lodge on the roll it was determined to make an ei¥ort to 
secure a new Provincial Grand Master, and accordingly. 

At a meeting of Lodge No. i, held at the Lodge Room on the 15th 
November, 183 1, ***** j^- resolved that a Lodge of Emergency 

be called on Tuesday next, the 22nd inst., at 6 o'clock, P. M., for the purpose 
of considering the Expediency of Petitioning the Grand Lodge of England 
to appoint a Grand Master for the Province of Upper Canada." 

This meeting- was held on the 32nd November, 1831, and at it 
were present: Br. Turqnand, W. Al.; Br. Carfrae, S. W. ; Br. Aloore, 
J. W. ; Br. Rose, Br, Parker, I. G. ; Br. C. R. Denham, S., P. T. ; Brs. 
Stephenson, Crawford and Land." Three motions were submitted: 

First, that the business of this meeting' be postponed vmtil the " 

(no date). Then it was Moved and seconded that this lodge^consider 
it expedient to petition the Grand Lodge of Kngland to appoint u 
Provincial Grand A I aster/* And it was also moved that Our 
Brother Bidwelh &c., &c., &c., be summoned to attend at the next 
regular meeting night." None of these motions were acted upon, and 
the lodge evidently adjourned without transacting the business for 
which it had been convened. 

The desire was to have Bro. Marshall Bidwell, a prominent bar- 
rister, present to advise with the brethren on the course to be pursued. 
Bro. Bidwell was at a later date Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
of L'pper Canada. A meeting was held on the 13th December, at 
which Bro. Turquand consented to hold the office of W. M. for another 
year. The minutes state that the subject for petitioning to Kngland 
for a Grand Master is postponed for a future occasion." 

At the meeting of 27th December, 1831, "The W. M. agreeably 
to a former minute of this lodge, delivered his censure to the brethren 
who had not paid up their dues,"' after which the lodge enjoyed the 
pleasures of the refreshment table. 

Owing to the want of a quorum there was no meeting held in 
January. In February a committee was appointed to rent the lodge 
room for the use of the Mechanics' Institute. After this there is a 
lapse in the meetings from February, 1832, until gth October, 1832, 
for which there is no reason given. 

On the 9th October, 1832, the lodge met again. The minutes 
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of the last regular meeting were confirmed." The monthly dues were 
reduced from z/- to i/- per month. The lodge room must have 
been of great service to the inhabitants of York, for a committee 
was appointed to arrange " that the lodge room be rented as a singing 

school to Mr. at the rate of ten shillings per month/' Bro. 

George (Dr.) Crawford had succeeded Bro. Baty as secretary, and a 
committee was appointed ' to regulate the late Sec'y's books.'* 

The minutes of the next meeting are undated, but as they are 
entered between those of October and December, 1832, it must have 
been the regular meeting in November. Also the election of W. M. 
was held, resulting in the selection of W. Bro. Thos. Carfrae, with 
Bro. Moore as treasurer. At the installation of officers on the 27th 
amongst those present were Bros. George Ridout, Dr. Rolph and 
Burnside. 

The meeting of January and that of February, 1833, were routine, 
there being no entries except the names of those present. There was 
no meeting in March, April or May. In June arrangements were 
made for the celebration of the festival of St. John, the Baptist, and 
on the 24th it was duly honored, enjoying ourselves the good things 
set before us.'* 

There were no meetings in July, August, and September of 1833, 
and the October and November meetings were routine, except that at 
the last meeting a committee was ordered to wait upon Bro. Baker 
and see what was the reason he did not pay up his dues." 

At the meeting of 24th December a committee was appointed to 
wait upon Bro. George Ridout and inform him that unless he paid 
up his dues to this date forthwith he would be liable to be suspended." 
Bro. Carfrae consented to act as W. M. for another year, and Bro. 
Moore as treasurer, and the other officers were appointed. The W. M. 
was determined that the members should not forget the meeting 
night and he was authorized to get a sufficient number of cards 
printed stating the regular meeting nights for the use of the brethren." 
On the 27th December, 1833, the new officers were installed. 

At the meeting in January a committee was appointed to call 
upon Mr. Caldecott respecting his use of the room. Mr. Caldecott 
said that he would not continue the room as the lodge would not 
allow him for what he called improvements." The question of a 
Provincial Grand Master again came up, and it was moved by Bro. 
Sparks: ''that the Worshipful Master be requested to write to the 
Grand Master of Kngland, respecting the appointment of a Grand 
Lodge in this province." 

Again there was a lapse in the work of the lodge, no meetings 
being held from January 28th, 1834, until 24th June, 1834. This was 
the festival of St. John, and the brethren partook of the viands pre- 
pared for the occasion." This was followed by another lapse from the 
24th June, 1834, until November, 1834, when a petition was presented 
and the lodge adjourned. 

An emergency was held on the 8th July. Only five were present 
and consequently the lodge did not open. From July, 1834, until 
December, 1835, there is no record of any meetings. 

In 1835 a lodge of emergency was called for the purpose of 
electing officers for the year ensuing/^ These minutes are without 
date, but are probably those of December, 1835, In this minute is 
inserted the note " April 26th, no meeting." 
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-A lapse from 1835 until 1840 then ensued, for no meetings were 
held from December, 1835, ^^i^til the 28th January, 1840, when a re- 
organization took place, with W. Bro. Carfrae, as acting W. M. Those 
present were: Br. Carfrae, W. M., pro tern,; Br. Turquand, S. W., pro 
tem.: Bro. Dean, J. W., pro tern., visitor; Br. Moore, Treas.; Br. 
Smith, J. D.; Brs. Baker, John Watson Chewett, Thos. G. Ridout, 
Colcleugh, Denham, McLean, Barnes, Campbell, Bell, and McClure; 
Br. Rose, Tyler, P. T., and Br. Chisholm. The minutes of the last 
meeting in 1835 were read, and it was resolved on motion of Bro. 
Turquand, seconded by Bro. Smith, 

That the Brethren present feel it their duty in order that the principles 
of our Antient & honourable Institution may be more generally diffused, to 
reorganize St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, and that the present moment is ex- 
tremely auspicious for that object." 

Bro. Turquand was enthusiastic and determined that every oppor- 
tunit3'' for affiliation should be given, so on his motion, seconded by 
Bro. Baker, it was resolved: 

that the visiting brethren who may wish to join the Lodge may have an 
opportunity of doing so on the spot and that they be permitted to give their 
names accordingly." 

After which the following brethren affiliated: Bro. Robert Alc- 
Clure, Royal Arch lodge. No. 162, Scotland; Bro. John Dean, P. M., 
Addington lodge. No. 7, Bath, and past Grand Secretary; Bro. John 
Watson, Canongate, Ivilwinning No. 2; Bro. J. G. Chewett, St. 
Andrew's lodge. No. i ; Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, St. Andrew's lodge, 
No. I ; Bro. W. Colcleugh, Tweed lodge, Kelso, No, 26s; Bro. 
Donald McLean, Greenock, St. John, No. 176 ; Bro. W. Campbell, 
Union, U, S. ; Bro. James Bell, St. Peter's lodge; Bro. Walter Rose, 
No. 9, U. Canada; Bro. W. Chisholm. 

There has always been some doubt felt as to the title of the pro- 
perty in Market Lane, on which had been erected the Masonic Hall, 
and a committee was appointed to enquire into our title of the 
present lodge in Market Lane, and to make arrangements with the 
Corporation respecting it — to report at the next General Meeting." 

In order that the revival of the lodge might be effectual it was 
resolved to revise the bylaws, and to report such alterations as the 
committee might deem necessary for the future government of St. 

Andrew's Lodge, No. i." 

A vote of thanks was also passed to Bro. (Col.) Chisholm " for his 
kind interference in a high quarter in the behalf of Masonry in 

general and particularly in respect to this lodge." 

It is not known to what this refers. At the meeting of i ith 

February, 1840, the committee appointed to enquire into the titU^ to 

the property on which the lodge was built was unable to report until 

" a building committee of the Corporation was formed." A committee 

was then authorized to make our lodge room in Market Lane in a 

fit state for our next meeting." 

The lodge room had for some years been in want of repair. The 

meeting in February was mere routine, and at that of March Bros. 

Burnside, Walton, Maitland, and Chas. T. Gardner, father of the late 

V. W. Bro. K. W. Gardner, of Toronto, affiliated. 
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At an emergent meeting it was decided to print 300 copies of the 
bylaws, and at the meeting of 7th April several prominent citizens, 
such as Messrs. Hugh Scobie, of the British Colonist/' Alex. 
Ogilvie, the wholesale grocer, and others were proposed for initiation. 
Bro. John Dean, who was a great lover of music, and who will be 
remembered as the first Provincial Grand Secretary, expressed a wish 
to get the use of the lodge room for Wednesdays and Fridays for 
the Musical Society of which he is President." This was agreed to 
on " paying $2 per month to the Tyler." 

In Alay, 1840, twenty-one members were present, and the meeting 
was devoted to balloting for initiation and affiliation, as well as to 
degree work. The June meeting was also well attended. The interest 
in the lodge had commenced to revive. Twenty-two members were 
present, amongst whom was Dr. Telfer, a well known surgeon of 
Toronto. Bro. Thomas Mercer Jones affiliated. It was this brother 
who at a later period endeavored to revive the Provincial Grand 
Lodge. At this meeting, Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout was elected W. 
M. of the lodge, and Bro. Walter Rose was elected treasurer. 

At the regular meeting of 14th July twenty-seven members were 
present. The business was balloting and initiation. Air. James 
Robert Gowan, the present Senator Gowan of Barrie, was initiated. 
Kmergencies were held on the i8th and :25th July, the work being 
routine. All the meetings were well attended, not only by members 
but by visiting brethren. 

At the monthly meeting in August amongst those present was 
B ro. John McAlpine Cameron, formerly of Dundas, the father of the 
late Sir M. C. Cameron. In the days of the Kingston Convention, 
when doubts arose as to the authenticity of the copy of the warrant of 
Bro. Jarvis, a declaration as to its genuineness was made bv Bro. H. 
T. Page before Bro. J. M. Cameron, who was a Justice of the Peace. 
At this meeting the Hon. Robert B. Sullivan, afterwards Mr. Justice 
Sullivan, was initiated. 

At the meeting on the 3rd September, Mr. Joseph Rogers, a 
well known furrier of York, was initiated, and a large number of 
breth ren were balloted for. The proceedings of the evening closed 
with an order from the W. M., placing the lodge in mourning for 
two months, on account of the deaths of Lord Durham, the Deputy 
Grand Master of England, and R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. the 
Provincial Grand Master of Upper Canada. On the 13th October, 
Bro. Alfio DeGrassi affiliated with the lodge, and on the 28th Bro. 
W. T. Leach, the Presbyterian minister of St. Andrew's church, 
Toronto, who had affiliated as an E. A., was admitted and passed to 
the second degree. The W. M. directed that Mr. Eastwood, who 
published an almanac in Toronto, be furnished with the names of the 
officers of the lodge for publication. 

In November of 1840 Col. Coffin, Hon. J. H. Dunn and Dr. 
Rolph were present at the meeting. The first adverse ballot was taken 
at this meeting, when the name of an ex-mavor of Toronto was pro- 
posed for initiation. Emergent meetings were called with the regular 
communications in November and December. According to the 
minutes the business seems to have been confined to balloting for 
candidates and initiation. There was an average of 30 members 
present at each meeting. 
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At the regular meeting on tlie 8th December, Dr. John King, a 
physician, a Roman Catholic in faith, was initiated, as well as Mr. John 
Duggan, barrister, and Air. Joseph C. Morrison, afterwards Hon. 
Justice Alorrison. 

At an emergency on the 12th December, 1840, R. W, Bro. Col. 
James Fitzgibbon, past Deputy Provincial Grand Master, was present, 
and Bro. A. B. Hawke, a member of Addington lodge, No. 13, at 
Ernestown (Bath). Arrangements were made for the due celebration 
of the festival of St. John, the Evangelist, and it was Resolved that a 
notice of the Festival of St. John be published in the papers." 

An emergency- was called on the 15th December for degree work, 
and another on the 19th of December for the purpose of passing 
Bro. James Brown, who was about to depart for England. At a fourth 
emergenc3% called on the 22nd December, Mr. Samuel Beasley Har- 
rison, afterwards the Judge Harrison of the County Court of York, 
was initiated. 

The festival of St. John, on the 38th December, was right royally 
celebrated. Over sixtv members were present and twenty visitors. 
The chair was occupied by Thomas Gibbs Ridout, as W. M. ; Bro, Dr. 
Widmer, as S. W. : Bro. McClure, J. W. Past Deputy Provincial 
Grand iMaster, R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon, was present, while among the 
brethren was the Rev. , Dr. Leach, afterwards Canon Leach of the 
Anglican communion, Montreal; Hon. Robert Sulhvan, George 
Ridout, Capt. Colcleugh, a well known man in marine circles, Hugh 
Scobie, of the Colonist."' Alfio De Grassi, Bro. Prevost (Privat), well 
known to the youth of York as the Island ferryman, and Bro. John 
Dean The lodge formed in procession vmder the direction of Bro. 
Thomas Crawford, who acted as marshal, and proceeded to St. 
Andrew's church, where a sermon was preached by the chaplain, Bro. 
Leach. At the conclusion of the service the brethren again formed 
in procession, and their way being lighted by torches, proceeded to 
the residence of the Lieut. -Governor, Bro. Sir George Arthur, an<l 
then returned to the North American hotel, where an elaborate ban- 
quet was held. 

An emergency was held on the 7th Januar}\ 1841, for the purpose 
of balloting for and initiating- Capt. Frederick Leopold Arthur and 
Lieut. Charles J. Colville, of the garrison, while on the i^th January, 
Mr. Joseph Rogers, Jr., son of one of the members, was initiated. 
Bro. Gowan so appreciated the sermon preached by Bro. Leach on 
St. John's day that at a meeting held on the 9th February, 1841, on 
his motion it was ordered to be printed and distributed. 

An emergency on the 23rd February, was called at the request of 
two brethren, for the purpose of initiating Capt. John Meade, of the 
23rd Light Infantry, and Capt. Osborne Markham, of the 3-2nd Regi- 
ment, who were resident at the garrison and about to leave the pro- 
vince, but these brethren were not initiated until the 2nd March, 1841. 
Bro. George Monro, of York, ex-mayor, was also initiated. 

There were five meetings in March, one regular and four emer- 
gencies, all devoted to balloting for and initiating candidates. At an 
emergencv on the nth March, Capt. Bartholotiiew Tench and Capt. 
John Pepper Downes, of the incorporated militia, were initiated.^ 

In April five emergencies were called, and amongrst those initiated 
were Mr. Hiram Piper, Lieut. John Kardley Wilmot Inglis and 


286 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


Knsign William Johnson Billinghain, both of the 32nd Regiment. 
W. B. Jarvis, afterwards Sheriff of Vork, and the nephew of the late 
Secretary Jarvis, the first Provincial Grand Master, was initiated. 

At the regular meeting on the iith May, a committee was ap- 
pointed to revise the bylaws, with instructions to consider the propriety 
of introducing some penalty for the nonpayment of dues. This ques- 
tion evidently troubled the brethren of 1841 as much as it does those 
of to-day. 

At an emergency meeting on the 29th l\Tay, called for degree 
work, Hon. R. B. Sullivan and Bro. John Dean stated that they were 
about to leave the city and requested leave to withdraw their names 
from the books of the lodge. Thomas Crawford, who had been an 
old and faithful member of the lodge, died early in June, 1841, and on 
the 3rd of that month the members attended his funeral. They proceed- 
ed to the late residence of Bro. Crawford and afterwards accompanied 
the remains to the Toronto burying-ground, where the service of the 
Craft was conducted by the W. Master, Bro. T. G. Ridout, and Bro. 
the Rev. W. T. Leach, the chaplain. Tn those days the E. A/s and 
F. C/s were not permitted to be present when the lodges were closed, 
as that was done in the third degree. The minutes of this gathering 
state that after the funeral the lodge reformed in procession, returned 
to the lodge-room, the E. A/s and F. C/s retired, and the lodge was 
closed in form in the Third T3egree/^ 

There were four meetings held in June. At the regular on the 
8th it was resolved that 

" at the next regular meeting a report shall be made by the Secretary of 
the names of all members of the Lodge who have not paid their dues for the 
past year, and that those defaulters shall be then notified if the dues are not 
forthwith paid they will cease to be members of this I^odge." 

At this meeting Bro, Thomas. G. Ridout was re-elected master 
and Bro. James Watson, treasurer. Bro. Hugh Scobie had been ap- 
pointed as chairman of the finance committee, and on behalf of his 
committee he reported that they had classified and arranged the ex- 
penditure and pointed out that much of the necessary expenses had 
been incurred in refitting the lodge, in repairing the lodge-room, and 
in additions to the furniture and regalia. The committee recommend- 
ed in the Junior Warden's Department " an observance of more 
rigid economy in future as far as practicable. The treasurer's account 
showed the receipts to be £328. 18. 6.: the general expenditure £77; 
that the festival of St. John had cost £74. i. 10, that the regalia had 
entailed an expenditure of £87. 7. 5^, and that refreshments for the 
year had cost £51. The debts due by the lodge were about £21, and 
there was due the lodge about £6. 3, At this meeting Bro. Wm. 
Henry Boulton was initiated. 

At the meeting on the 24th June, the festival of St, John the 
Baptist, a salary of 5s. a night was ordered to be paid to the tyler, and 
an additional sum of £6. 10. was added as a gratuity. The W. M. ap- 
pointed Bro. Wm. Campbell, the well known proprietor of the Ontario 
House, as the senior warden, and Bro. John Watson, as junior war- 
den, Bro. John Laing being secretary, and Bro. James Watson, 
treasurer. 

A committee was appointed " to investigate the state of the tenure 
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of the present lodge-room, that they have power to treat with the 
Trustees of the school, or any committee which may be appointed by 
the Corporation for that purpose." There seems alwa^^s to have been 
some doubt as to the title to the Market Lane property. 

There were three emergencies in July. On the 13th Air. Charles 
Berczy, the postmaster of York, was initiated. On the ^oth a letter 
was read from Bro. John B. Laughton, of Windsor, who, it will be 
remembered, in 1820, journeyed to England as the agent of the 
Grand Masonic Convention at Kingston, and did so much good work 
for the Craft in connection with the reorganization and formation of 
the second Provincial Grand Lodge. 

On the loth August the revised bylaws were read and confirmed. 
A petition for relief was received from a Bro. John H. Demott, of 
Whitby, whose property had been destroyed, and a grant of £5 was 
made to him. The meetings of August, September and October were 
all devoted to routine work. At the meeting of 9th November, 1841, 
quite a number were balloted for and accepted. At the regular meeting 
on the 14th December, it was resolved to celebrate the festival of 
St. John, the EA-angelist, by forming in procession at the Market 
Square, and proceeding to St. Andrew's church, and after divine ser- 
vice to form on the north side of the church, proceed down Yonge 
street, thence eastward through Church street to the Lodge Room," 
which meant that the procession was to re-form on the north side of 
the church on Adelaide street, walk west to Yonge street, south to 
King street, and east along King to the lodge room. In 1841 and for 
some years later there was a short street or lane that ran from the 
centre of the block on the south side of King street, through to Mar- 
ket Lane (Colborn^ street). This lane is shown in Young's picture of 
King street east, Toronto, 1834. 

The lodge dined at Bro. Campbell's, at the Ontario House, at 
six o'clock. The price of tickets to brethren not members was to be 
15s. The secretary was directed to ask Col. Furlong for the use of 
the band of the 43rd Regiment and advertisements were to be inserted 
in the " Colonist " and Herald " newspapers, giving notice of the 
procession and inviting the lodges to attend. The W. M. was also to 
permit officers of this lodge being Royal Arch Masons, to appoint 
deputies to walk in their respective places as such officers. This was 
in order that the brethren who were Royal Arch Masons might march 
together. 

Two prominent brethren were initiated at this meeting (Decem- 
ber 14th, 1841), viz.: Sir Allan Napier MacNab and Charles William 
George Bury, Lord TuUamore. The ballot was found favorable in 
both cases, and both were admitted and initiated. Sir Allan MacNab 
was afterwards the Provincial Grand Master of Canada West under 
England, and at a later date the M. W. Grand Master of the Ancient 
Grand Lodge of Canada, which united with the present Grand Lodge 
of Canada. 

Charles George William Bury, by courtesy. Viscount TuUamore, 
was the eldest son of the Earl of Charleville, an Irish peerage, which 
became extinct on 28th June, 1875. Lord TuUamore was an offfcer 
in the 43rd Regiment of Foot, and married Arabella Loui^^a, the 
daughter of Henry Case, Esq., of Shenston Moss, Staffordshire. He 
died TQth January, 1859, and was succeeded by his son who died child- 
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less. He was succeeded by his uncle, who also died- childless, 28th 
June, 1875, the earldom then becoming extinct. 

The celebration of the Festival of St. John the Evangelist must 
have been an elaborate one, although but little is said regarding it in 
the minutes. The programme as arranged was carried out. The audit 
of the secretary's books showed that about £43 was due the lodge, that 
the expenditures amounted to £97, and that refreshments had cost 
£51, of v/hich £16 should have been charged upon the previous year. 
The receipts of the lodge for the half-^^ear amounted to £140, and 
there was a balance in the hands of the treasurer of £43. 12. 3. The 
committee recommended that the brethren who were in arrears should 
pa}^ their dues, and in view of the low state of the funds for the pur- 
poses of benevolence, as much economy as possible be vised in the 

expenditure for refreshments, and suggested that the stewards furnish 

the table at the monthly meetings at £3 per night, and that the J. 

W/s vigilant attention be directed to the consumption of wines and 

liquors/' The report seems to have been adopted. 

The ''British Colonist" of December ^gth, 1841, contains the 

following account of the celebration of the festival of St. John the 

Evangelist in this year: — 

ST. JOHN'S DAY." 

MONDAY being ST. JOHN'S DAY the Members of St. Andrew's Lodge 
of Freemasons, and Visiting Brethren proceeded in Masonic order to St. 
Andrew's Church. The Rev. W. T. Leach, M.A., Chaplain to the Lodge, 
preached a very appropriate and eloquent discourse from Romans xii. 9 — " Be 
kindly affectionate one to another." During the service, the following 
Anthems and Hymns were beautifully sun!:^" by the Choir, formed for the 
occasion, consisting of several ladies and gentlemen from Toronto Vocal Sacred 
Music Society, and the St. James*, and St. Andrew's Church Choirs, under the 
direction of Mr. Mayhew. The music was admirable. 

There was no band in attendance, and the want of music in the proces- 
sion was felt. We have understood that the commanding officer, to whom ap- 
plication was made for the band, declined complying with the request; and it 
has been stated that this was caused by his supposing that Masonic lodges are 
comprehended in the General Order issued to the Army respecting secret 
political societies, excluding persons of a different religious faith. Nothing 
could be more erroneous: for in Acts of Parliament for the suppression of 
secret societies Masonic lodges are specially excepted. The last documents 
of the kind communicated to the Army, as far as we are aware, was the an- 
swer given by his late Majesty King William IV. to an address to the House 
of Commons as follows : 

WILLIAM R.'^ 

" ' 1 willingly assent to the prayer of my faithful Commons, that I will be 
pleased to take such steps as may seem to me advisable, for the effectual , dis- 
couragement of the Orange Lodges and generally of all political societies, 
excluding person of a different religious faith, using secret signs and symbols, 
and acting by means of associated branches. It is my firm intention to dis- 
courage all such societies in my Dominion; and I rely with confidence in the 
fidelity of my Royal subjects, to support me in this determination.' " 

" The General Order to the army, forbids them to join such societies only 
as are above described; and with these Freemasonry has no sort of connec- 
tion. The princes and nobles of the reahn. in very many instances, are Ma- 
sons; and at present His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex is Grand Master 
of the Craft in England. In the army Masonic lodges are upheld and in several 
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of the regiments now stationed in Canada there are lodges in operation. The 
admirable explanation of the principles of the order given by the Rev. Mr. 
Leach, in his discourse on Monday, could not fail to impart to those uncon- 
nected with the Craft, who heard him, some of the beneficial ends of instruc- 
tion, and of the feehngs of brotherly kindness and charity which must govern 
those who confirm to its precepts. 

' There is nought but what's good to be vinderstood 
By a free and accepted Mason.' " 

At the regular meeting in February, 1842, about forty were 
present, the bvisiness being degree work. The secretary, Bro. John 
Laing, died in March, and on the 9th of that month the lodge attended 
his funeral, and afterwards Bro. John Cochrane was appointed acting 
secretary. 

At an emergency held on the i6th April Bro. Burnham read the 
repjort of the committee, which had been appointed to confer with the 
corporation, respecting the lease of the lot, on which the lodge room 
stood. The following is a copy of the report: 

** The Committee to whom was referred the duty of conferring with the 
' Committee of the Corporation on the Market Block ' relative to the Two 
Lots on which this Masonic Lodge stands; 

''Beg Leave to report: 
That your Committee waited on the Corporation Committee relative to 
this subject on the 13th Inst., and requested to hear from them the terms upon 
which they would recommend the Council to lease tlie two Lots, fronting 50 
feet on Market Lane, upon which this Lodge now stands, to the Masonic 
Body, of this City, and what conditions would be attached to the Lease, pro- 
viding they should agree to take it. 

They replied the following da^^ through their Chairman, verbally, that a 
majority of the Committee had agreed to recommend the Council to Lease the 
Lots to this Lodge on the same conditions as they lease the other Lots, but 
at 7/6 per foot, with this exception, that the Masonic Body may erect such a 
building as may think proper, but not lefs than three stories high and that the 
elevation of such Building shall be first submitted to the Corporation for their 
approval; also that the Masonic Body may place said Building on any part of 
the said Lots, they may choose. 

Your Committee beg further to report, that upon being asked what the 
Masonic Body intended to do relative to the giving up possefsion of the pre- 
sent Lodge; they replied that whenever the Corporation required them to do 
so, that by giving a short notice to that efifect, the Lodge would comply at 
once without giving any further trouble, and that the 3rd Lot, upon which this 
Lodge partly now stands they may sell whenever they choose to do so. 
** All of which is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) S. Burnham, 

" for the Committee." 

Upon the reception of the report Bro. George Duggan, after- 
wards judge of the County Court, seconded by Bro. Dr. King, moved 
th?it this lodge do now resolve that an edifice be erected to be called 
Masonic Hall." This was unanimously carried. 

Bro. Widmer moved, seconded by Bro. Berczv. that the site of 
the said edifice be a certain lot on Church street/' This was discussed, 
but " it being- considered bv the brethren that this lot had not suffi- 
cient frontae-e, the motion was lost/' Bro. King then proposed, 
seconded bv Bro. Dueg-an, that the same Committee lately appointed 
to confer with the Corporation as to the minimum price of the lot on 
19a 
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which the lodg^e now stands " again confer with that body, and further 
it was moved that a committee be appointed to see if there is no 
Other more eligible spot in the city than the one in the original 
motion," but this was lost. 

Bro. Lord Tullamore was raised to the third degree at this meet- 

inj?. 

At the regrular meeting on the loth May, 1842, a number of peti- 
tions were read, and several candidates balloted for. The W. M., 
Bro. Ridout, grave notice that at the June meeting it would be neces- 
sary for the lodfi:e to choose a new presiding othcer, as by the two 
years' limit provided in the constitution he could not longer retain the 
office. 

At an emergency held on the 17th May Bro. King stated that 
the Common Council of this city had decided to lease the two lots on 
which this lodge stands to the Masonic Society for an annual rent ot 
£10/' and on the :24th May, 184:2, Bro, Burnham read the report of 
the committee appointed to confer with the corporation. This report 
reads : 

"That your Committee made application to the Council for the two Lots 
on which this Lodge now stands, containing 50 feet in front and the Council 
decided on the i6th Inst, that they would grant the same to this Body for the 
Term of years that they Lease the Lots in the Market Block, for, viz. : 42 
years, at the yearly rent of £10 currency. 

The Chairman of the Committee of the Corporation on the Market Block 
waited on your committee this day to know if this Society would accept of the 
Lots on the Terms decided by the Committee and your Committee replied that 
they would do so. 

Your Committee beg leave to recommend that the Trustees for these 
Lots be now named to receive the Lease, and your Committee would further 
recommend that a new Committee, be appointed to procure Klevations and 
specifications of a Building, from the different Architects in this City, subject 
to the approval of the Lodge, and with the exprefs understanding that the 
one approved of shall receive the premium of £ , and those not ap- 
proved to Be returned to the maker of the same. Your Committee make this 
recommendation, being convinced that it is of importance to open the Stock 
Book for Subscription to the Stock, at as early a day as possible, as a con- 
siderable time must elapse before the stock can be taken, the Instalment 
received and other preliminary arrangements made, and as persons subscribing 
would naturally like to see what kind of a Building is to be erected and what 
amt. was to be expended in erecting the same." 

On this report being- read it was resolved, on motion of Br. Wid- 
mer, seconded by Bro. Duggan, that the lease be accepted from the 
Corporation by the trustees to be appointed, as Trustees for St. 
Andrew's Lodge, the only organized body of Free and Accepted 
Masons in this city/' It was also resolved 

" That the Committee which has lately negotiated with the Corporation 
Committee communicate to the Chairman that this lodge will receive the lease 
in the name of the Trustees to be appointed by them for St. Andrew's Lodge." 

At a lodge of emergency on the 3rd June, 1842, amongst other 
business it was resolved 

" That it would better suit the health and convenience of the brethren 
were the annual cele.bration to take place on the 24th June, St. John, the 
Baptist's Day, instead of the 27th December, St. John, the Evangelist, as at 
present celebrated by St. Andrew's Lodge of this city." 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


291 


On the 22nd of the month the following announcement was made 
in the " British Colonist " : — 

MASONIC NOTICE. 
St. Andrew's Lodge, Canada, No. i. 
"THE CELEBRATION of the FESTIVAL of ST. JOHN, the Baptist, 
will take place on FRIDAY, the 24th inst. The Lodge will meet in the 
MASONIC HALL, at 12 O'clock noon, and at 4 O'clock will proceed to St. 
Andrew's Church, and return to the North American Hotel. 

Dinner will be served at 6 O'clock. 

" Members of other Lodges and Brethren are respectfully invited. Tickets, 
iSs. each. 

" By order of the W, M. 

" Toronto, June i8th, 1842. 

N.B. — A special Committee will sit from 12 to 3 O'clock, for the pur- 
pose of receiving and introducing Visiting Brethren, after which time none 
can be admitted to the procession." 

The festival was duly celebrated upon the following: St. John's 
day, the 24th of June, 1842, about sixty brethren being present. 
After the installation of the W. M., Bro. Robert McClure, the Hon. 
Capt. Macaulay was appointed S. W., Bro. Burnham, J. W., and the 
other officers. The lodge then formed in procession and, under the 
care of Bro. Henry Sullivan, as the marshal, proceeded to- St. 
Andrew's church, where divine service was performed by the chap- 
Iain, Rev. Bro. Leach, after which the brethren repaired to the North 
American Hotel, on Front street, and dined. 

The lodge was determined that dues should be collected, for on 
loth July, 1842, the tyler was instructed to deliver accounts, and it 
was ordered that members be charged 6d. for each month in arrears 
as remuneration for the extra trouble given the tyler. 

Bro. Cotter had unfortunately been incarcerated for debt. He 
applied to the lodge for relief and, on motion of Bro. Charles T. 
Gardner, it was resolved that the circumstances of the case be en- 
quired into. The lodge was delighted with the sermon preached by 
Bro. Leach and, as usual, it was placed in print, for the use of the 
lodge. At the meeting of 13th September, 1842, Mr. Thomas Kin- 
near was balloted for and initiated. This unfortunate brother was 
murdered in 1843. Through the exertions of Bro. George Kingsmill 
and Bro. F. C. Capreol his murderers were captured at Lewiston, 
N. Y., and suffered the penalty. 

On the 7th November, 1842, a very interesting meeting was 
held. It was called for the purpose of presenting a piece of plate to 
W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout. The chair was occupied by Bro. 
McClure, and the Rev. Mr. Bethune, Past Provincial Grand Chaplain, 
was also present with about seventy brethren. After the lodge had 
been opened Bro. Ridout entered. When he was seated, the Master, 
Bro. McClure, addressed him as follows : 

" Brother Ridout: 

I feel much gratification that the duty devolved upon me as Master of 
this Lodge to addrefs you on an occasion, which the united voice of th^ 
Brethren in this place has called forth. 

Prompted by a profound conviction of the benefits that Masonry has 
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received through the talented and laborious exertions you have exhibited dur- 
ing: the two years that you have presided over us, We have not failed to con- 
sider in what manner we could best convey to you some testimonial of this 
feeling. The deliberations of the Brethren have terminated in resolving to 
procure this piece of Plate I have now the pleasure of presenting to you. 

" It is the workmanship of a skilful Brother of the Lodge and we trust 
that as a specimen of art it will prove acceptable to you, although as a testi- 
monial of our affectionate regard and brotherly Love we are well afsured that 
you will prize it far beyond its intrinsic value. 

That your character and conduct have had the effect of creating an im- 
exanipled degree of interest for the Craft throughout this community is fully 
manifested by the rapid increase of the members of the fraternity; and the 
respectability of the new Brethren tends to stamp a character upon our 
Institution hitherto unknown in this part of the world. The benefits which 
Masonry is capable of affording seem now to have excited a general attention 
and we cannot doubt that it is to your devoted deportment and the skilful dis- 
charge of your duties as Master of our Lodge this enlightenment of the pubHc 
mind to the value of our art is mainly attributable. These benefits are not 
confined to the Craft alone, for the diffusion throughout society of the members 
of our order must ensure by the force of their example a high respect for and 
a desire to imitate the virtues of Benevolence, Charity and Brotherly Love. 

''Neither my powers nor the occasion admit of a full illustration of the 
benefits of Masonry, and 1 will only briefly observe, that in presenting you 
with this mark of the esteem of your Brethren, I afsure you that the senti- 
ments of respect and affection intended to be conveyed, are universally and 
deeply felt by the members of this Lodge/' 

To which Bro. Ridout replied as follows: 

** Worshipful IMaster, Bros. Senior and Junior Wardens and Brethren: 

With sentiments of gratitude and Brotherly Love, more easily felt than 
exprefsed, I rise to offer thanks for the high and extraordinary honor, which 
you have just now conferred upon me, an honor and a mark of your regard in 
every way most overpowering to tny mind, especially the manner and words, 
in which it is conveyed, as I fear that I cannot adequately reply to the very 
flattering compliments by which you. Worshipful Sir and Brethren, have been 
pleased to appreciate my humble service to the Craft, and thus exalt them into 
merits that I do not claim. 

** The revival and flourishing progrefs of Freemasonry in this part of 
Canada within the last three years, is a gratification in which we all participate, 
and may be considered the inestimable work of the Great Architect of the 
Universe, as the means of promoting Brotherly affection and goodwill amongst 
men, so that Faith. Hope and Charity, the leading principles of our order 
may be thereby firmly established on the three Great Pillars of Wisdom, 
Strength and Beauty. This Brotherly affection has been exemplified by the 
kind and considerate manner, in which you afsisted and supported me during 
the two succefsive years that I had the honor of presiding in this Lodge, for 
it was your untiring zeal and ready co-operation that encouraged me on all 
occasions in the discharge of my duty, and it was your approbation and the 
feelings of my own mind that rewarded my humble services. It is, therefore, 
with profound respect and heartfelt pleasure that I accept this valuable piece of 
Plate as a memorial of your friendship and abiding goodwill, and hope to 
hand it down to my children as a lasting mark of your high consideration, 
and as a remembrance of this the proudest day of my life, for altho' I may 
consider your judgment partial, yet I feel that a stamp of honor has been 
affixed upon me, which I pray I may never sully^ and I once more thank you, 
Worshipful Sir and Brethren, with gratefvil feelings, equal to the magnitude of 
your kindness." 
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The following- description of the testimonial presented to Bro, 
Ridout is found in the British Colonist'' of i6th November, 1842: — 

The testimonial is a Vase supported on a stand, sixteen and a half inches 
high, weighing eighty-four ounces. The base is formed by a scalloped triangle, 
supported by richly chased shell-pattern feet, in dead silver, between each of 
which is inserted a medallion, with the respective Masonic emblems of the 
All-seeing Eye, the Double Triangle, and the Clasped hands, indicative of the 
supports of the Order — Morality, Science, and. Unity. On the centre of the 
base is a Grecian Doric column, elegantly chased: scroll work to support a 
stand for the Vase and connected to three Sphinxes on each of the angles — 
emblematical of three important historical periods of the Craft — the Egyptian 
a.? represented by the Sphinxes — the Grecian by the column — and connected 
with the Roman and Modern times by the Vase. The Vase is richlv chased 
and gilt inside, with two scroll handles, between which, on one side is the 
Jewel of the Past Master (the office of Brother Ridout). 

On the opposite side are the following inscriptions: 

PRESENTED BY THE Brethren of St. Andrew's Looge, No. i, 
Canada West, to their late Worshipful Master THOMAS GIBBS RIDOUT, 
as a testimony of their high estimation of his valuable services during the two 
past years, and of their- sincere regard for him, as a man and a Mason. To- 
ronto, A. 5842. 

The work was from the Manufactory of Brother Sewell." 

At the regular meeting- of 8th November, 1842, it was resolved 
that all members owing over $3.00 should be suspended, but on 
motion of Bro. Burnham, it was resolved " That as many of the 
brethren may have been deterred from attending through the inclem- 
ency of the weather the reading of the list of defaulters be deferred 
until the next monthly meeting and that in the meantime the de- 
faulters be notified." 

At the meeting of the 27th December, Mr. Duncan MacDonell, 
of the firm of Messrs. Smith & MacDonell, wholesale grocers, was 
^nitiated. On the 8th Januar3% 1843, emergency was called to atte^^d 
the funeral of the late Thomas Moore, a brother who resided on the 
southeast corner of King and Kast Market streets. The burial took 
place in the burying-ground attached to St. James' Cathedral. 

St. Andrew^s lodge, being the senior lodge on the roll and having 
amongst its members a large number of men who were expert in the 
work and who possessed a fair knowledge of jurisprudence, was fre- 
quently appealed to by country lodges when matters of dispute arose. 
About this time a difficulty occurred amongst the members of Unity 
lodge at Whitby, which St. Andrew's lodge was asked to settle. The 
following report of the committee appointed to adjust the matter ex- 
plains the nature of the dispute: 

''The Committee of St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, to whom was referred 
a matter in dispute among the members of Unity Lodge, Whitby, having 
vainly endeavored to effect a reconciliation among the Brethren of that Lodge, 
now beg leave to state the facts of the case for the information of the Worship- 
ful Master, and Brethren of St. Andrew's Lodge, and to report their opinion 
thereon. 

Unity Lodge, Whitby^ acts under a dispensation from the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, dated 30th Novr., 1825. It is stated that fees were paid to the 
P. G. Lodge for a warrant from the Grand Lodge of England, but no such 
authority has been received by United Lodge, Whitby. 

'' The members of Unity Lodge have not paid anything to the Grand 
Lodge nor have they made any returns of the names of their members. 
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By the bye-laws of Unity Lodge, it is provided that elections for 
Master, as by them construed, may be held semi-annually and the Masters have 
been on some occasions so elected. 

" In Deer., 1841, Bro. Alvah Almefs was duly elected Master for one year 
in succefsion to J. H. Demott, who had served for the six months preceding. 

" In July, 1842, certain members of the Lodge proceeded to elect a 
Master and Chose Bro. Ezra Amefs, who obtained pofsefsion of the jewels. 

At the next meeting of the Lodge Bro. Alvah Amefs was called on to 
instal his succefsor, which he refused to do, on the plea that having been him- 
self elected to serve for one year, he could not be displaced, excepting by the 
decision of a superior authority, and that no intervention of any such superior 
authority had been sought or obtained. 

On the 27th of Oecr., 1842, four members of the Lodge met and chose 
Bro. Alvah Amefs as Master for the current year. 

These are the facts of the case, upon which the Committee have come to 
the following opinion: 

The dispensation has lapsed from non-payment of the customary fees 
upon each initiation and non-returns of members' names to the Grand Lodge. 

" The election of 1841 was good for one year; consequently the election in 
July, 1841, was not valid. 

" The election of Bro. Alvah Amefs in December, 1842, was irregvilar, 
there not being present a sufficient number of the Brethren to hold such 
election. 

The Committee recommend that the Brethren of Unity Lodge be advised 
to afseqible and elect a Master without delay, Bro. Alvah Amefs acting as 
P. M. and installing his successor: that they should transmit a list of their 
members and pay their fees to the Grand Lodge, and that they should apply to 
the Grand Lodge for a warrant. 

The Committee are of opinion that if the Brethren of Unity Lodge 
should not see fit to act on their advice, it will be the duty of St. Andrew's 
Lodge to report their proceedings to the Grand Lodge, those proceedings 
being as your Committee conceive not in accordance with the itsages of 
Masonry." 

At this meetings Bro. Charles Oaly, who was the City Clerk of 
York, was initiated. On the 14th February, 1843, important 
motion was made at the regular meeting* of the lodge. It was moved 
by Bro. Gowan, seconded by Bro. Watson, 

*' That the Grand Lodge of Kngland be addrefsed by this Lodge, urging 
the necefsity of establishing a Provincial Grand Lodge in this Province, and 
most earnestly praying that such a Lodge should be established in the Province 
with as little delay as pofsible/' 

At the regular meeting of the 14th March, T843, ^^^^ 
" reported a Coniniittee to endeavour to procure a Rented Building 
in lieu of the Room at present occupied by this Lodge, and, if possible, 
that they shall report on Saturday next i8th inst." 

The reason for this action is not given, but it is known that at 
that time the old lodge room in Market lane was in an unsatisfactory 
condition. At an emergency held on Saturday, the i8th, it was or- 
dered on motion of Bro. junior deacon, seconded by Bro. junior 
warden, that Bro. C. Capreol be added to the committee on finding 
a more suitable apartment for carrying on the business of this lodge. 
That a change was necessary was evident from the fact that on the 
28th March, 1843, the committee having charge of the matter 
reported : 
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" That your Committee proceeded immediately to the duty allotted to 
them, and having examined the vacant Room in the Market Building, the 
Large Room attached to the City Hotel, the large room in Mr. Bettridge's 
Buildings, and the Large Room in Turton's Buildings, The room in the 
Market Building was found to be too narrow, being but 16 feet wide, the 
Room at the City Hotel would require alterations, which the Landlord would 
not make, the large Room in Mr. Bettridge's Buildings would be attended 
with a great deal of inconvenience, the entrance being at the East end of the 
Room and the Room itself larger than we require; The Room in Turton's 
Buildings is the property of Bro. Boulton, and your Committee think it the 
best adapted to the use of the Lodge. Bro. Boulton will make such altera- 
tions or additions in the Room as may be required and the Rent is £25 
per ann. 

** Your Committee have also called on Bro. Smith, who has kindly offered 
the use of his large Room to the Lodge if required, until they procure a suit- 
able place. 

'* Your Committee during their labors have seen the necefsity of this 
Lodge taking active measures to try and erect a proper Building for them- 
selves, and they hope that something may be done towards furthering such an 
object immediately. 

'* All of which is respectfully submitted." 

On the reading of this report the committee already appointed 
w^as directed to see that the necessary alterations were made in the 
room in Turton's building's, so that the next monthly meeting might 
be held there. On the iith April, 1843, St. Andrew's lodge bade 
farewell to the old meeting place of the Craft in Market lane, for their 
regular meeting in that month was held in Turton's buildings on 
King street west. These buildings were afterwards known as Lamb's 
Hotel, and stood on the north side of King street, a few hundred 
feet west of Bay street. Bro. Sewell reported 

" that the Committee had met respecting the Rent of this Lodge Room, 
and that it had been agreed that the Blue Lodge should pay of the £25 per 
ann. i^i5, and the Chapter tio, which was unanimously adopted/' 

A committee was also appointed by St. Andrew's lodge to meet 
with the Red Lodge," which meant the Royal Arch chapter, to 
dispose of the building on Market lane, where the lodge had heretofore 
met. 

The difficulty of communicating with Kngland and the unsatis- 
factory nature of correspondence at that time caused much irritation 
amongst the Craft in Upper Canada. On the 17th April, 1843, Bro. 
T. G. Ridout addressed a communication to the secretary of the 
United Grand Lodge at London, statmg that in October of 1840 he 
had transmitted the returns of the lodge, with the sum of £16. 5, 8. 
by a draft on London, of which no acknowledgment had been made, 
although he had been advised that the bill was duly paid on the nth 
November, 1840; that in consequence of the non-receipt of any 
acknowledgment further remittances had been postponed for two 
years and a half, that many initiations had taken place and that the 
lodge desired to again open communication with the Grand Lodge. 
Therefore, he transmitted returns up to June of 1842, with a bill for 
£20 19 6 sterling for the registration fees, and for this he asked 
acknowledgment. Bro. Ridout also transmitted a petition to the 
Grand Lodge of England, asking for a new lodge at Goderich, Canada 
West, and dated 14th February, 1842. 
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The old lodgfe room on Market lane must have been in a shat- 
tered condition, for the committee which had the disposal by sale of 
the building- reported " That they have agreed to sell the same to 
Mr. John Armstrong for the sum of Two Pounds, by taking his note 
at 6 months' date, which he will give on being- put in possession of 
the Premises/' 

It causes rather sad reflection that a building which cost in 181 7 
over a thousand dollars should have been sold for such a small 
amount. There must have been a serious depression in building 
material at this period. 

On the loth May, 1843, ^ lodge of emergency was called for the 
purpose of attending the funeral of the late Bro. Glenn. This brother 
was connected with the marine of Toronto. He lived in a cottage 
on Scott street, formerly the residence of the late Mr. Justice Scott, 
Bro. Glenn was one of the popular Masons in Toronto, and old Crafts- 
men say that his was the largest Masonic funeral which had up to 
that time been held in Toronto. Sixteen members of the lodge and 
the band of the 83rd Regiment, then stationed in the old fort, were 
present. A large number of citizens also attended. The place of inter- 
ment was The Potter's Field/' or Toronto Burying-Ground, where 
the services were conducted by Bro. McClure. The Potter's Field " 
was on the north side of Bloor street, a few hundred feet east of Yonge. 
The bodies in this cemetery were subsequently removed to the 
Toronto Necropolis. 

Bro. Wm. McClure was re-elected to the office of W. M. and 
Bro. Watson was continued as treasurer on the 13th July, 1843. A* 
this meeting a resolution was passed, ordering that the suspension of 
a brother be published in all the provincial newspapers and in the 
Masonic Magazine at Boston." The festival of St. John, the Baptist, 
was celebrated as usual at the North American Hotel, and at the 
meeting- of iith July Mrs. Carfrae, the widow of the late Bro. Carfrae, 
P. M., presented the lodge with a Book of the Constitution " of the 
Grand Lodge, for which she received thanks. 

A communication was read from the Grand Lodge at London, 
addressed to Bro. Ridovit, acknowledging the receipt of £29. 19. 6., 
remitted on the 17th April, and also of £16. 5. 6., remitted on the 
31st October, 1840. The letter stated that certificates had been pre- 
pared, but as the parcel would be too bulky for the post, Bro. Ridout 
should name some house or friend in London thro' whom they 
might be forwarded." With reference to the remittance made in 
1840 an apology was oflfered for non-acknowledgment. The Grand 
Secretary of Kngland declared that he could find no remittance be- 
tween 1840 and the payment in June, 1823, for the warrant of the 
lodge. 

At this meeting Bro. J. G. Howard, the well-known architect of 
Toronto, was initiated. At an emergent meeting held on the 13th 
September, 1843, Bro. E. A. Brownrigg, who was stationed at the 
Toronto garrison, being a military brother, was admitted to the lodge 
and received the second degree, and at a subsequent meeting received 
the M. M. degree. 

At an emergency meeting held on the 19th September, 1843, 
was decider! that the refreshments at the lodge meetings be given 
quarterly instead of monthly, and the committee, reporting upon the 
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finances of the lodge, stated that during the year from all sources the 
receipts had amounted to £378. 14. 5., which included some £43, 10. 
paid to the widow of the late Bro. Laing, an amount privately sub- 
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scribed by the members, and also the sum of £105. 15. 4., carried for- 
ward from the previovis year. The expenditure amounted to 
£359. 10. 9., leaving a balance on hand of £19. 3. 8. The committee 
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explained that the large expenditure had been necessary because of 
the remittances to Grand Lodge, the expense of fittings for the ijew 
lodge room and alterations which had amounted to about £60. The 
committee also recommended that the utmost economy be observed 
and that in the future the cost of Masonic funerals, of which the 
expenditure was borne by the lodge, should not exceed the sum of 
£:2. 10., and that if further expenditure be desired the friends of the 
deceased must pay the extra cost, unless the W. M., P. M. and 
Wardens under the particular circumstances of the case, should order 
otherwise/' And with the idea of further economy the committee 
recommended that the item of refreshments be reduced to the nar- 
rowest limits consistent with the comforts of the members.'' It was 
further resolved that a vigorous effort should be made to secure the 
payment of long-standing dues, and that in future the Committee on 
Benevolence be directed not to give more than one dollar to brethren 
in distress. 

At the meeting of loth October, 1843, ^ ballot was taken for a 
brother and declared not in favor," but as some of the brethren 
urged that a mistake might have been made the box was allowed to 
go around again and the ballot was again declared not in favor " of 
the candidate. 

It was resolved at this meeting, October loth, to purchase books 
for the library, and a list was ordered to be prepared and left at the 
stores of Brothers Richardson, Sewell and Scobie." 

An emergency was called on the i8th October, 1843, fc^r the 
purpose of conferring degrees upon Bros. Klliott and Howell, who 
were in Kingston and who had stated that they would be in 
Toronto at the time appointed," bu£ the boat from Kingston not 
having arrived " the meeting was postponed. 

At a lodge of emergency held on the 21st November, 1843, Mr. 
James Alexander Henderson, who had been proposed at the last 
monthly meeting, desired initiation, as he intended leaving for his 
residence in Kingston that evening, and on motion of Bro. Gardner, 
" the bylaw referring to the time of taking a ballot for candidates was 
on this occasion suspended." A ballot was taken and, Mr. Hender- 
son being accepted, was duly initiated. This brother was afterwards 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada 1879-80. 

At the meeting of 12th December, 1843, the secretary read a 
letter from Dr. King, expressing his regret that circumstances con- 
nected with the lodge should have occurred rendering it necessary 
for him, rather than disturb the harmony of the lodge, to request that 
he be allowed to retire his name from the Roll of subscribing 
members/' 

The reasons for this action are not given in the minutes, but on 
motion " a committee was appointed to enquire into the circum- 
stances mentioned by Dr. King and report at the earliest opportun- 
ity." It was also resolved at this meeting that the festival of St. 
John, the Evangelist, be celebrated by a ball to be held under the 
auspices of the lodge. At this meeting Bro. Charles Horwood, of 
the North American hotel, was initiated. 

1'he report of the conmiittee appointed to arranp^e for the 
Masonic ball was read and confirmed on the 19th December, 1843. 
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The Masons were ordered to appear on this occasion in full Masonic 
dress, and it was resolved " that the ladies connected with Masons 
should wear a blue ribbon as a mark of distinction/' The following 
notice was inserted in the British Colonist " of the 22nd inst. : — 

Tickets can be obtained by application to the Secretary, or either of the 
Managers. By order of the W. M. all Masons are to appear in full Masonic 
Dress, and Lodge is to meet at four O'clock P.M., in the Lodge Room, King 
Street, when all other Masonic Arrangements will be made. 
" Dancing to commence at half-past Eight. 

' JOHN COCHRANE, Secretary. 

"Toronto, Dec. 18, A.L. 5843." 

The minutes are given in a few lines: 

The lodge then adjourned to the North American Hotel and celebrated 
the Festival of St. John, the Evangelist, by a Masonic Ball and vas closed in 
due form in the Third Degree at high twelve." 

On the 5th January, 1844, the British Colonist " published the 
following- interesting report of the event: 

"THE MASONIC BALL. — The crowded state of our columns, must be 
our excuse for again omitting an account of the Grand Masonic Festival ball 
given at the North American Hotel, on the night of the 27th of December, 
the Anniversary of Saint John, the Evangelist. We may, how^ever, mention 
that this celebration was the most numerous, orderly and respectable that ever 
took place in Toronto, besides being the first Masonic Ball held in North 
Canada. The long room of the North American Hotel was crowded to over- 
flowing; it was tastefully decorated with Masonic Emblems, and while the 
entire arrangrements refle.cted srreat credit on the committee, the preparations 
made for the occasion by IMr, Pearson, the Landlord of the Hotel, were in the 
highest degree praiseworthy. 

Besides the Brethren of St. Andrew's Lodge, and the companions of the 
Royal Arch Chapter of St. John, of the same place, there were several mem- 
bers present of the Provincial Grand Lodge, as well as transient brethren, 
all of whom appeared in the proper insignia of the orders to which they re- 
spectively belonged. Their appearance was very imposing; and the utmost 
gratification was experienced by all present. The company has been estimated 
at upwards of five hundred. We ought not to omit that the Band of the 93rd 
Highlanders attended." 

On the 9th January, 1844, Dr. Hodder, a well known surgeon of 
York was initiated. At a meeting- on the 13th February, 1844, the 
question of Dr. King's withdrawal came up before the lodge, and on 
motion it was resolved that the secretary do send a communication 
by order of the W. M. to Bro. Lynn, expressive of the disapproba- 
tion of the lodge at his absence, as it had been understood that he 
was to offer certain explanations to the Brethren in the matter be- 
tween him and Bro. King." 

It must be remembered that both Bro. Lynn and Dr. King were 
members of the Roman Catholic church and it is probable that the 
difficulty arose in that connection. 

On the 9th April, 1844, Mr. ^^milius Irving was initiated and 
Bro. the Hon, R. S. Jamieson affiliated. The question of forming a 
Masonic library was also discussed and the committee appointed con- 
sidered that delay was necessary. At the meeting of T4th May, 1844, 
Bro. Richardson reported the probable expense of the Masonic lib- 
rary (the amount is not given in the minutes), and it was resolved to 
carry the recommendation of the committee into effect. 
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The lodge meetings were of the usual routine character. In 
June, 1844, at the festival of St. John, Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout was 
again elected master of the lodge; and Bro. Francis Richardson, as 
S. W. ; Bro. Sewell as J. W., and Bro. Duncan McDonell as ^reasurer. 
True to their old-time custom the lodge marched in procession to St. 
Andrew's church and atended divine service, after which they re- 
turned to the North American hotel, where they partook of refresh- 
ments. 

In the ^'British Colonist" of 25th June, 1844, is found the fol- 
lowing: 

ST. JOHN'S DAY. 

The festival of St. John the Baptist was celebrated in Toronto yester- 
day, and in Hamilton, Kingston, London, Simcoe, etc., as we perceive by the 
notices that were issued from these places respectively. In London the Mem- 
bers of the Lod^e of Freemasons were to grive their attendance as a body, at 
the request of the Rev. Mr. Cronyn, to assist in laying the foundation stone 
of the New Episcopal Church about to be erected there. It will be remem- 
bered that the Episcopal Church in London was totally destroyed by fire; the 
St. Patrick, St. Andrew's and St. George's Societies, were also to attend at 
the ceremony of the laying of the foundation stone, which would be prepared 
according to the established usage of the ancient order of Freemasons. 

In Toronto at the hour appointed the Brethren marched in Procession, 
from the Masonic Rooms, King Street, to St. Andrew's Church. 

A sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Cuthbertson and several 
anthems sung, selected for the occasion. After service the procession re- 
formed and marched to the North American Hotel, where a sumptuous en- 
tertainment was prepared bv Mr. Pearson in the best style. The Band of the 
82nd, by kind permission of Lieutenant-Colonel Mackay accompanied the Pro- 
cession. There was a very large attendance of Brethren." 

At the meeting" of 9th July, 1844, Bro. Kivas Tvilly affiliated 
with the lodge, and at the regular meeting of 13th August, amongst 
other matters, the committee appointed to examine the financial 
affairs of the lodge expressed their satisfaction at the prosperous 
condition of the lodge. They had no hesitation in st^^ing that this 
state of things is altogether owing to the praiseworthy economy 
which has lately been observed and which they trust may be con- 
tinued/' 

Bro. Ridout, the W. M., informed the lodge that the com- 
mittee of the City Corporation had waited upon him to request that 
the lodge should lay the foundation stone of the new Market with 
Masonic honors and desired to know if the lodge would undertake 
the work, which was agreed to by acclamation." 

1 lie proposal to erect a bnildinsr for the Craft had not been lost 
sigrht of and at the meeting" on the loth September, 1844, a committee 
was appointed to devise ways and means, to select a sviitable site for 
a Craft hall, and to report at the next meeting. No report, ho\vever, 
is given in the minutes until 22nd October, 1844, when it was resolved 
first that a subscription list be opened for building or purchasing a 
hall in Toronto; that the shares amount to £6. 5. each, payable one- 
third in cash, one-third in three and the remaining third in six 
months' notes: that the shares so subscribed might be transferred to 
members of St. Andrew's lodge and to no other brethren without the 
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consent of the trustees of the lodge; and that the moneys be paid 
over to the treasurer of the trustees, and that no interest be allowed 
until the full aniovmt of shares be paid. 

It was proposed at this time to purchase the Commercial Bank 
building:s on King- street west, afterwards the " Globe" office. Bro. 
Ridout thoup^ht it\vell adapted for lodge purposes, and it was resolved 
that the W. M. communicate with Bro. Stevens, the cashier of the 
Gore Bank at Hamilton, and ofifer him in the name of the lodge, the 
sum of £2,000 for the building. At the same time the Building Com- 
mittee was ordered to enquire how many shares the brethren would 
subscribe for. 

At the next meeting, held on the 12th November, 1844, a com- 
nir.nication was received from Mr. Stevens, cashier of the Gore 
Bank, refusing the sum of £2,500, which brought the negotiations to 
a close. 

The celebration of the festival of St. John, the KvangeHst, w^as 
held on the 27th December, with the usvial supper at the North Ameri- 
can hotel and the Masonic ball, which passed of¥ with great eclat." 

The following notice appeared in the British Colonist of De- 
cember 6th, 1844: — 

MASONIC BALL. 
"St. Andrew's Lodge No. ONK, 

The celebration of the Festival of St. John the Evangelist will take place 
on Friday the 27th of December next. 

Arrangements have been made for a Masonic Ball in the evening at 
Bro. Pearson's North American Hotel. 

PATRONESSES: Mrs. Ridout, Mrs. McCkire, Mrs. Richardson, Mrs. 
Sewell. 

MANAGERS: Brotliers T. G. Ridout, W.M.; R. McClure, P.M.; C. 
Sewell, J.W. ; S. B. Campbell, S.D.; J. Brown, J.D.; J. M. A. Cameron, S. ; 
G. C. Horwood, S. ; D. MacDonald, Treas. ; H. Meyer, J. C. Howard. Wm. 
A. Campbell, R. P. Crooks, W. L. Perrin. 

Tickets can be obtained by application to the Secretary, or either of the 
managers. 

By order of the W. M. all Masons are to appear in full Masonic Dress 
and the Lodge is to meet at Four O'clock P.M., in the Lodge Room, King- 
Street, when all other Masonic Arrangements will be made. 
JJancing to commence at half-past Eight. 

By order of the W. M., 

S. B. Campbell, Secretary of the Managers. 
Toronto, Nov. 12, A. L. 1844/' 

At the meeting of iith March, 1845, it was resolved to expend 
$125 in furniture for the lodge room, and plans and specifications of 
the furniture were submitted by Bro. J. G. Howard. This was part 
of the walnut furniture now in the Craft hall at Toronto, the pro- 
perty of the board of hall trustees. 

A lodge of emergency was called on Tuesday, the ist April, 
1845, to attend the funeral of the late Charles T. Gardner. Seventy- 
seven brethren were present. 

At the meeting of 8th April, 1845, Bro. Henry Kccles was 
initiated. Once more the question of a Provincial Grand Master 
came before the Craft. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout was about to pro- 
ceed to Eng^land and it was thought he would have an opportunity of 
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placing the case of the Canadian Craft before the English Grand 
Lodge. At the regular meeting of St. Andrew's lodge, held on the 
13th May, 1845, it was proposed by Bro. Past Master McClure, 
seconded by Bro. John Watson, and resolved: 

" That the Secretary be directed to write to the several "Lodges now in 
operation in Canada West, to inform them that W. M. Ridout is about to 
proceed to England, and that he will be in communication with the Grand 
Lodge; That it is the intention of this Lodge to solicit the appointment of a 
Prov'l Gd. Lodge and that St. Andrew's Lodge will recommend the appoint- 
ment of Bro. T. G. Ridout to be Prov'l Gd. Master, and that he be requested 
to nominate the Prov'l Gd. Officers, and that the Secretary, on behalf of this 
Lodge, solicit the concurrence of the other Lodges therein and also that he 
inform the members of those Lodges that all the Prov'l G. Lodge jewels are 
in the custody of Bro, Ridout and Past P. G. Treasurer, and that he proposes 
leaving Toronto about the 28th of this month." 

At this meeting- another attempt was made to secure a lot for a 
Masonic hall, and the Building Committee was ordered to take the 
Wesleyan Conference Lot in George St. into consideration." This 
was on the east side of George street in the rear of the old Bank of 
Upper Canada. 

At an emergent meeting held on the 30th May, 1845, the 
Masonic Arms hotel, West Market Square, Toronto, Bro. Richard- 
son, S. W., stated that he had an address from the officers 
and members to present to Bro. Ridout previous to his departure for 
Europe. The address was as follows, and was signed by eighty-six 
members : 

" The ofificers, P. officers, and Members of St. Andrew's Lodge of free 
and accepted Masons, No. i, Canada West, meeting in the City of Toronto by 
warrant of the Grand Lodge of England, No. 754 — 

To all Free and Accepted Masons wheresoever dispersed over the 

Earth, 

Greeting : 

Our worthy and much respected Master, Thos. Gibbs Ridout^ Esqre. 
Cashier of the Bank of U. C, being now about to leave this Province on a 
visit to England, and we being desirous of exprefsing our respect for his 
person and sense of his valuable services, do hereby certify that Bro. Ridout 
was elected Master of St. Andrew's Lodge at the Regular June meeting, 5840, 
and was installed in form on the preceding feast of St. John, the Baptist, and 
that he duly served in the same office until the expiration of the year and was 
again re-elected, at the end of which second term he vacated the chair in 
obedience to the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England, and that the 
members of the Lodge in testimony of their approbation of his conduct and 
respect as a Brother and Friend, presented him in open Lodge with a piece of 
plate; and further at the end of the term of two years* service of Bro., the 
W. M. McClure, he was again in 5845 elected to the office of Master, and that 
during such times Bro. Ridout discharged the duties of his office with dignity, 
zeal, ability and skill, preserving at the same time the respect due to the au- 
thority of his office, and cultivating harmony and kindly feelings amongst the 
Brethren, and that during the aforesaid period of five years there have been 
admitted and Initiated under this Lodge upwards of 200 members; and that the 
flourishing state of free masonry in this Province is mainly atfributable to his 
unwearied attention to the interests of the Fraternity, and we jointly and 
severally most cordially recommend him, our much respected Bro. to the 
fraternal attentions of all Free Masons; wishing him and his family a happy 
and prosperous voyage and safe return, and every happinefs during their 
absence." 
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In reply W. Bro. Ridout said: 

" To the Officers, Past Officers and members of St. Andrew's Lodge No. i, 
of Toronto, Canada West. 
Brother Masons: 

I receive the certificate you place in my hands with feelings which 
can only be understood by those, who, like us, have enjoyed the light and 
privileges of Masonry, and also have experienced the endearing and fraternal 
affections which spring and flourish within the mystic precincts of its hallowed 
ground. 

Your respect and approval is ever bestowed upon uprightnefs of walk, 
rectitude of conduct, and brotherly readiness to aid the distressed, and upon 
careful study and cultivation of the arts and mysteries of our sublime Craft, 
and I feel that he who receives your approbation may be proud indeed, with- 
out self delusion or vanity. 

** I thank you, Brother A^asons, from my heart for the testimonial with 
which you have honored me. I shall bear it with pride to distant lands, for I 
well know the value placed upon such exprefsions of confidence and approval 
throughout the world, over every part of which are dispersed worthy, free 
and accepted Masons. 

I leave you, Brothers, with the warmest wishes for your welfare and 
happinefs as men and Masons, and I look forward with the greatest pleasure 
to the time when I shall be permitted to rejoin you." 

The lodge then partook of refreshments, after which they 
adjourned. 

At the regular meeting on 9th June Bro. Francis Richardson 
was elected W. M. for the ensuing year, and Bro. Duncan McDonell 
was appointed treasurer. The building committee recommended 
that the lot on George street be purchased by the lodge, but no action 
was taken in connection with the matter as it had been otherwise 
disposed of before the committee had an opportunity of carrying 
out the resolution. 

On St. John's day the lodge attended divine service at St. James' 
cathedral, after which they proceeded to the Wellington hotel, on the 
northeast corner of Wellington and Church streets, where refresh- 
ments were partaken of. 

The British Colonist thus noted the event: 

"ST. JOHN'S DAY. 

" The celebration of the Festival of St. John the Baptist took place on 
Tuesday the 24th instant. The Brethren of St. Andrew's Lodge, accompanied 
by some Visiting- Brethren, marched in procession from the Lodge Room to 
St. James Cathedral. There was a very respectable attendance on the occa- 
sion, and the appearance of tTie procession was rendered more attractive by 
the number of Royal Arch Masons in attendance appropriately decorated. The 
Band of the 82nd Regiment, by the kind permission of Colonel Mackay, ac- 
companied the Procession to and from the Church, playing appropriate music. 
The services in the Cathedral were conducted by the Rev. Mr. MeyerhoflFer 
of Markham, one of the Brethren of the Ancient Order of Masons. After 
Divine Service the lodge proceeded to the Wellington Hotel, where a stxmptu- 
ous entertainment was provided by Messrs. Bell & Inglis. The dinner party ex- 
ceeded one hundred. The preparations reflect the highest credit on the keepers 
of the Wellington Hotel, and the wines selected, we understand, from * Mc- 
intosh's West Toronto Store/ were choice brands. The evening passed very 
pleasantly; the usual standard toasts were duly honored in true Masonic style, 
and the proceeding-s of the evening were much enlivened by singing appropri- 
ate songs with accompaniments on the Piano by Mr. Nordheimer. 
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During the last few years there has been a great increase of Members in 
St. Andrew's lodge here ; and there has been besides a revival of several 
lodges in other parts of the Province. The appointment by the Grand Lodge 
of England of Sir Allan Napier McNab. as Provincial Grand Master of 
Western Canada will be the means of calling into existence many new lodges 
of Freemasons" 

At an emergent meeting held on the 5th August, 1845, the sec- 
retary read a circular addressed to the lodge, being a summons to 
attend the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge to be held at 
Hamilton on the 9th of August, by order of the R. W., the Provincial 
Giand Master, Sir Allan N. AfacNab. It was therefore resolved that 
all members of St. Andrews's lodge, qualified to sit in the Grand 
Lodge, form a deputation to represent this lodge in the Provincial 
Grand Lodge." 

Prior to this meeting a Provincial Grand Lodge had been re- 
organized with Sir Allan N. MacNab as the Provincial Grand 
Master. 

This brings the history of St. Andrew's lodge. No. i, down to 
the formation of the third Provincial Grand Lodge in 1845. 

The meeting-places of St. Andrew's lodge for this period were as 
follows : 

Jordan's Hotel, King St. E. (now site of Firstbrook's Factory, Nos. 293- 
301, King St. E.), Dec'r, 1822-March, 1823, inclusive ; Masonic Hall, Market 
Lane (now Colborne St.). April, T8^3-Oct'r.. 1823. inclusive: George Ridout's 
house, Dorset House/* northwest corner of Market (Wellington) and Dorset 
streets, 12th Nov'r, 1823-27111 Dec, 1823. inclusive; Masonic Hal^ Market 
lane, Sth May, 1824-Nov'r, 1834 (Lodge was dormant until January, 1840); and 
Jan'y, 1840-1843; Third floor. Turton's Buildings, 57 King St. West (Lamb's 
Hotel), i843-24th June, 1848. 


MEMBERS OF ST. ANDREW'S LODGE. 


1S22 

Sir Wm. Campbell 
Thomas Ridout 
Hun. John H. Ounn 
George Hillier 
Georpe Fitzgerald 
a John Beikie 

Bernard Turquand 
Nathaniel Coffin 
Stephen Jarvis 

1823 

*a Daniel Brooke 

a Jas. Fitzgibbon 
George Ridout 
Thos. Gibbs Ridout 
Jas. Grant C^«ewett 
Christopher Widmer 
Levi us Peters Sherwood 
Alex, ChrU, Hagerman 
Peter McPhail 

1824 

a Thos. Francis Billings 
a Benjamin Thome 
a Isaac Pilkington 
a George Browne 

* Denotes aflftliation. 


1825 

a Simon McGilHvray 

a Hon. Thos, Clarke 

1829 

a Richd. Watson 

a George Caitermole 

a Walter Rose 

a Thos. Carfrae 

a Charles M. K. Baty 

a J Sparks 

a Seneca Ketchum 

a Ch?irles Baker 

a John Gossman 

a Robert Meighan 

a Philip Cody 

a John Terry 

a John Davis 

a W Stone 

a Jacob Snider 

a Daniel Sayre 

a Wm. Dellemere 

a Dr. Alex. Burnside 

a John Martin 

a D. Bridgeford 

a Thos. Wallis 

a Archd, McMillan 

a Rev. Dr. Thos, Phillips 


1830 

a Thomas Moore 
a I. Thomson 

R. A. Parker 

Robert Post 

James Doyle 
a Daniel Griffin 
a Charles Terry 

1 83 1 

a Isaac Stephenson 
a James Bell 

Robert Barnes 

George Gillespie Crawford 

Charles James Hamilton 

Lyman A. Phelps 
a Christopher K. Denham 

1834 

John Thomas Smith 
1840 

a Robert McClure 
a John Dean 
a John Watson 
a Wm. Colcleugh 
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Donald Mcl.ean 
William A. Campbell 
W, T Chisholm 
Hugh Glen 
Charles ^ewell 
George Walton 
John Maitland 
John M. Murchison 
fohn Sleigh 
John Kidd 
J. Eyons 

Robert Walter Telfer 
David McMaster 
John Sonit-rville 
John Eang 
George Grundy 
Charles Thompson 
Maitland Raines 
Hugh Scobie 
Patrick Hunter 
James Salmons 
Thos. Mercer Jones 
Rev. W. T. Leach 
John Craig 
Jas. R. Gowan 
Hugh Stewart 
Joseph Price 

Fisher 
Jacob Bastedo 
Silas Burnham 
Joseph Rogers, Sen. 
John Bristow 
James Sinclair 
J, G. Lynn 
R. B. Sullivan 
George Denholm 
Hon. R Jameson 
Dr. John King 
Joseph Cur ran Morrison 
John Duggan 
Capt. DeGra^si 
J \mes Hopkirk 
Chas. T. Gardner 
Samuel Beasley Harrison 

1841 

Frederick Leopold Arthur 

Charles John Colville 

Joseph Rogers, Jr. 

George Duggan 

James ^Maxwell Strange 

Thomas Wallis 

Richard Bullock 

Henry Fry 

Henry Sherw^ood 

Geo. D. Wells 

Alex Dixon 

George Monro 

Sarnuel 'I'hompson 

John Meade 

Osborne Markham 

A W. Hawke 

John Ross 

John Roe E^alin 

Louis Privat 

Bartholomew Tench 

John Pepper Downes 

T. H. Thompson 

— Stead 

John Eardley Wilmot Inglis 


Wm. Johnson Billingham 
William Bottsford Jarvis 
Hiram Piper 
William Henry Boulton 
a Walter Rose 
James Browne 
Henry Sullivan 
Sir Allan Napier MacNab 
Lord Chas W. G. Tullamore 
Charles Berczy 

1842 

Amos Thorne 

John Charles T. Cochrane 
a Samuel Ames Huson 
a John Cameron 
a John Eastwood 

A. McGlashen 

Francis H. Crawford 
a John Young 

Edward Brown 

James Mirfield 

Duncan MacDonell 

1843 

Hoppner F. B Meyer 

William W Campb -11 

Hon, Chas, Hugh Lindsay 
a Hon. John Simcoe Macaulay 

Davidson Munroe Murray 

Sled man B Campbell 

Donald McDonald 
a Francis Richardson 

William Perrin 

Joseph Hannah 

Edward Skae 

John George Howard 

George Charles Horvvood 

Matthew Betley 

J. L. Perrin 

George Urqubart 

William C. Ross 

Charles March 

Wm Gooderham, Sr. 

H. H. Croit 

Prof. Crowther 

John Macara 

G. T Brown 
D. T. Ross 
Richd. H. Gates 
Achilles Tupper 
Adolphus Frederick Morgan 
Charles Lynes 

John Wcller 

H, Caldwell 
J. P Clarke 
Peter March 
J. T. Smith 
— Mc Robert 
C. Daly 
John Stephens 
James F. Smith 
R Wells 

Jas, A. Henderson 
1844 

Dr. Edwar I M. Hodder 
Angus Mcintosh 
James Severs 
Kobert Pi Iking ton Crooks 


Joseph Webster 

^4^milius Irving 

W. M. Ciorrie 

Jas. Darnell 
a Thos. Pearson 

Hugh Miller 

George Cant 

Adam McKay 

John Rose Holden 

Dr. Vrew 

John C. c;riffith 

Charles Beim^tt 

Louis W. Dcssauer 

Thomas Wheeler 
a John TuUv 

John Shuter Smith 

Matthew Craig 
a Kivas Tully 

Henry WeUh 

— Buckwell 

1845 

J. T. Small 

Robert Mitchell 

Geo ge H Cheney 

Lewis Moffat 

Wiiliam Somerset 

Thomas Bilton 

Alexander Bettes 

George Tiffany 

George Berry Spencer 

t apt. W. Gordon 

Edward Adze 

George Black Wylie 

John Harrington 

Samuel f^hiUips 

John McWati 
a R S. J »enoird 

Henry Eccles 

John H. Richey 

Abram Nordheimer 
a William Antrohus Holwell 

Joseph Meredith 
a Edward Bradburn 
a C. W. Zuhlche 
a Jacob Sheppard 
a Rev Vincent P Meyerhoffe 

Augustus Baldwin Sullivan 

William Williamson 

George Riley 

Tnomas S, Short 

James Keiller 
a M;%rcus Rossi n 

W. < Fitzgibbon 

James Young 

Archibald B^ker 

William ( iooderham Jr. 

No Date 
Henry Frazer 
J ohn May hew 
Fre ferick ( heney 
John Frederick Dallies 
Xorman V'anostrand 
Daniel Freer 
Janit-s Young 
James 'I'inning 
John Thomas 
Richard Oliver Duggan 
William Wylie 


MASTERS OF ST. 

1822 — William Campbell 

1823 4 — Major George Hillier 

1825-8 —John Beikie 

1829 — Walter Rose 

1830 — Bernard Turqua» d 

20a 


ANDREW'S EODGE, 1822-45. 

1832-9 — Thomas Carfrae 

1840 I — Thomas i.iMbs Ridout 

1842 3 — Robert McClure 

1844 — Thomas Gibbs Ridout 

1845 — Francis Richardson 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

History of Dalhousie Lodge, _No. 755, E. R., No. 2, P. R., 
— Niagara, Township of Niagara, County of Lincoln. — 
The Lodge that succeeded the original No. 2 of the 
First Provincial Grand Lodge. 

One may essay to write the history of a lodge if the material 
afforded will in the slightest degree justify the attempt, but to give the 
Craft reader even a view of the w^ork of the second lodge on the roll 
of the old Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada from 1822-45 
vt'ould simply mean that it must be fashioned out of whole cloth. 

Reverting to the history of Masonry at Niagara, it must be * 
remembered that it was the original centre from which the life of the 
Craft in Upper Canada virtually sprung. 

R. W. Bro. Jarvis had been appointed as Provincial Grand Master 
in 1792, and resided in Niagara until 1797. He then removed to York, 
and carried with him to his new home the warrants, jewels and pro- 
perty of the Provincial Grand Lodge. This action nettled the Crafts- 
men at Niagara, and in 1802, finding that R. W. Bro. Jarvis would 
neither call Grand Lodge together at York nor at Niagara, they 
decided that for the good of the fraternity they would elect another 
Grand Master in his place, and practically continue the Provincial 
Body at Niagara, looking upon it as the genuine governing body of 
the Craft. 

R. W. Bro. Forsyth was then elected Provincial Grand Master, 
and R. W. Bro. Jarvis was requested to send to Niagara the jewels of 
the Grand Lodge. This, of course, he refused to do, and called a 
meeting of the Grand Lodge at York, with an efifort to retain control. 

R. W. Bro. Forsyth passed away, and R. W. Bro. Robert Kerr 
took his place and continued, with the exception of a short period, 
when R. W. Bro. Robert Hamilton was P. G. M., to control the lodges. 
To the credit of Bro. Kerr be it said that he worked his Provincial 
body properly, and could he have given it the stamp of legitimacy all 
would have been well. 

Then the reorganization under R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray 
became an accomplished fact and all brethren, or nearly all — for some 
in the western part of the Province did object — were pleased. The 
York, Niagara and Kingston brethren united in placing the banner of 
the Craft in the hands of Bro. McGillivray. 

This, then, is the history of the Niagara Lodge, No. 3, down to 
i8a2. There had been one other lodge of the same number in the 
vicinity of Niagara. This was a lodge which was warranted in or about 
1780, and which met at the house of Bro. Joseph Brown in the county 
of Lincoln. As may be seen by its history this lodge was in all proba- 
bility instituted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland. Of this there is no 
proof except the fact that the name of Bro. John M. Balfour is found 
in the minutes of St. Andrew's lodge. No. i. P. R., York (Toronto), at 
a meeting of that lodge in 1824. This brother was undoubtedly a mem- 
ber of the No. 2 at Niagara in 1781-90, and registered as from " No. 2, 
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Registry of Ireland." The second No. 2 was that warranted on 6th 
August, 1796, at Niagara, the predecessor of the third No. 3, or that of 
1822, which is referred to in this chapter. 

No. 2 was not represented at the first meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge. The reason for this is not given in the MSS. It seems, 



<D)TU]EiEiYSTr<u)i?T mmRdim^B^ 3 , 

however, that those who held the warrant were not satisfactory to R. 
W. Bro. McGillivray, for in his report to the Duke of Sussex he writes: 

" I had also the satisfaction of rescuing from rather doubtful hands the 
warrant granted by Brother Jarvis to Lodge No. 2, (No. i he had not given), 
and I have given a dispensation under that numbei to a select association of 
highly respectable brethren at Niagara, and I shall consider a further exten- 
sion of lodges of this description as a subject of congratulation for very 
obvious reasons." 
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At the meeting of the provincial body at York on the 9th July, 
18:23, Dalhousie, No. 3," was represented, but the names of the 
representatives are not given. The lodge had received its warrant 
from the Grand Lodge of England, for in the proceedings of that body 
on 4th June, 1823, amongst the list of contributing lodges is No. 755, 
Dalhousie Lodge, Niagara, Upper Canada.'' 

Whatever progress No. 2 made from the time it entered the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge in 1822 or early in 1823, its success could 
not have been assured, for in the MSS. regarding this lodge, which 
have been preserved, is a document signed by four of its members, 
dated 1824, agreeing to practically dissolve the lodge. The breth- 
ren claimed that they were unable to maintain the lodge," and 
determined to refrain meeting as a body " until the Grand Master 
interests himself in the case." The furniture on certain conditions was 
given to a brother to keep or dispose of as circumstances should 
permit. The document reads : 

Copy of Agreement. 
We whose names are hereto subscribed being members of Dalhousie 
Lodge (or No. 2. of Upper Canada) on the spot, and only answering in- 
dividually for ourselves, have resolved for want of necessary support to main- 
tain the lodge, to refrain meeting as a body until some alteration advanta- 
geously to that effect takes place; or until the Grand Master interest himself 
in the case. Wherefore we do propose and agree to avoid any meeting, to 
deliver over the lodge furniture to Brother John McGlashan on his written 
acknowledgment being granted for them to be forthcoming at any time to the 
majority of us and for which said acknowledgment must be returned. Or to 
dispose of the articles by sale and make a dividend of the proceeds after paying 
the lodge debts. And to avoid any further misunderstanding the propositions 
to be decided by a majority of signatures thereto annexed, which shall be as 
follows, viz.: — that these members desirous of selling the furniture of the lodge 
to subscribe the left half of this page, and those who wish to deliver them over 
to the charge of Bro. McGlashan for the future use of the lodge shall subscribe 
the right half of this page, but be it vinderstood, that the right side or half of 
this page of paper shall be the side where the writing or lines finishes, and 
that the left where the lines begin. In witness whereof we hereunto set our 
hands accordingly, this day of in the year of our Lord, one thous- 

and eight hundred and twenty-four. 

R. H. Dee, S. W. 
William J. Kerr, 
James A. Stephenson. 
J. McGlashan. 

After this date the lodge must have been dormant, for in 1827 W. 
Bro. W. J. Kerr writes, as a member of the late lodge No. 2/' to Bro. 
McGlashan, who had undertaken the charge of the property: 

Niagara, May :21st, 1827. 
Dear Sir: — Your letter of the i8th inst. I received this day on my arrival — 
and in answer to which I have to say — that I am perfectly willing (as a mem- 
ber of the late lodge No. 2) that the furniture of that body should be disposed 
of to meet the demands that exist against it, and particularly as the warrant 
has been returned to the Grand Lodge, therefore I agree with you in opinion 
that the furniture ought to be disposed of, and I truly authorize you to act for 
me as may seem best as a member of Dalhousie Lodge, No. 2, in disposing of 
the same. I will thank you to forward the book of Constitution to me, when 
received from Mr. Dee, and believe me. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mr. J. McGlashan, William J. Kerr. 

&c.. &c., &c. 
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From 1827 to 1845 there is no information obtainable regarding 
the work of the Craft in Niagara. The fire of iS\3 had destroyed 
man^^ of the records up to that date, and the flames a«ain destroyed 



the remainder on 20th March, i860, when the Alasonjc Hall at Nia- 
gara was destroyed. 

The lodge, No. 2, was originally warranted in 1796 to meet in the 
township of Newark, alias Queenston, bnt it is doubtful if the lod^e 
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as constituted in 1822 met in any place except the town of Niagara. 
During the troublous times of 1826, caused by the Morgan escap- 
ade, lodge No. 2, met anywhere and everywhere/' as an old brother 
has said, but the meetings were certainly confined to the limits of the 
town of Niagara. 

V, W. Bro. John M, Clement, who is an old resident of Niagara, 
and who has accompanied the writer in all his rambles throughout 
the Niagara district, found in 1895 amongst his grandfather's papers 
an old cash book of Dalhousie Lodge, No. 2, Niagara/' the lodge 
whose history is now being written. From this book many particulars 
may be gleaned of the membership and expenditure of the lodge while 
it was working between 1823-24. 

The first items are dated 20th September, 1822, three days before 
the reorganization at York by R. W. Bro. McGillivray. 
Sept. 20th, To paid for 10 Jewel Suspenders, ^2. 

Then follow these entries: 
30th. To paid Peabody for cleaning Jewels, 

two Blank books for Ty. & Sec. 
Tyler's fees for the evening, 
" ** For refreshments, 

These entries constitute outward and visible signs of work. Then 
in October there are others: 

Oct. 30th, To paid Tyler's fees for yesterday & to-day, 10. o 

Refreshments this evening, 10, o 

Brass heads to the Columns, i. 15. o 

These entries show work in October. The attendance must have 
been fair to account for ten shillings' worth of the good things of life 
having been purchased. The lodge room appointments were ap- 
parently in need of repair for an entry reads: Oct, 30, To paid for 
trimmings for stands to officers, 

In November, 1S22, the opening expense seems to have been 
a half pound of nails, S^d." This was on the 27th, but on the 28th 

** To paid Tyler's fees for the evening, S- o 

For refreshments this evenings 10. o 

This indicates another meeting, and in December there are like 
entries, including tiler's fees, and the inevitable refreshments, which 
amounted to 16/7^ and " for three gavels 15/-." 

In 1823 there were meetings of the lodge from January to Novem- 
ber. The entries show a payment of 19/- for a cushion," 7/6 for 
" the printing of circulars,'' as well as for tyler's fees and refreshments. 
This gives a general idea of the debit side of the cash book. 

From the credit side of this old volume it is learned that on 30th 
September, 1822, W. Bro. R. Kerr, Bros. Dee, Breakenridge, J. A. 
Stevenson, D. Chisholm, J. McGlashan and the Hon, Thos. Clarke 
paid for admission 10/6 and for " monthly dues 2/6." 

The entries indicate meetings during 1822 and 1823, but there is 
no record of initiations nor of degree work. 

The roll of members and the dates accompanying this chapter, 
as extracted from the cash book, show more clearly the operations of 
the lodge up to November, 1823. This was probably the last month 
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that the lodge met prior to the agreement of 1824 already given. 

The meeting places of the lodges at Niagara from 179-2 were 
numerous. The military lodge in the 8th Regiment of Foot met m 
the Castle/' in what is now the American fort, and it also met m 
Butler^s Barracks and at Fort George on the Canadian side of the 
river. 

After this from 179-2 the Niagara lodges, Nos. 2 and 4, met in the 
Freemasons' Hall, a building erected by the Land Board in I79i> 
the minutes of that body on ^4th June, 1791^ state that The Board 
authorize a public house to be built on the corner lot at the east end 
of the town adjoining the river, and a Masons' Lodge the next to it." 

The records of the Grand Lodge of Canada (1858) show that lodge 
No. 2, originally warranted in 1796 and re- warranted in 18-22 became 
dormant prior to 1846, for on the 30th November of that year a dis- 
pensation was issued by R. W. Bro. Sir A. N. MacNab to a lodge 
registered as 757 " E.' R., No. 4, P. R., but which was changed m 
1846 to " No. 490, E. R., No. 2, P. R.'' The idea was to retain the 
original local number on the warrant. Why No. 4 should be consider- 
ed is peculiar, for that lodge was dormant prior to 1822, and No. 2 
was the only lodge working at Niagara under the second Provhicial 
Grand Lodge. 

The absolute close of the work of lodge No. 2, at Niagara, is 
shown b)^ a letter dated at York on the 24th October, 1826, written 
by R. W. Bro. John Beikie, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, to 
R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. 

This letter to the Provincial Grand Master stated that Bro. licikic, 
soon after the receipt of his commission as Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, had also received a communication from Bro. R. H. Dee, the 
S. W. of Dalhousie lodge. No. 2, at Niagara, asking permission to 
resuscitate the old Jarvis warrant at Stamford, a lodge which was dor- 
mant before the advent of R. W. Bro. AIcGillivray in office. This old 
warrant was in the possession of R. A/V. Bro. Beikie, and he did not 
propose to allow it to be in force again until, at least, the Provincial 
Grand Master had expressed his opinion thereon. 

Bro. Beikie, in his letter to Bro. McGillivray, states that he had 
answered Bro. Dee's letter, and had at the same time written the 
same answer to every Master of a lodge in Upper Canada.'' 

The letter of Bro. Beikie does not indicate the tenor of his an- 
swer to the S. W. of Niagara lodge, but from the fact that it was one 
which applied to all the lodges, it is. not unwise to presume that it 
pointed out that all lodges in arrear must pay the amount due the 
Provincial Grand Lodge, and that all Jarvis warrants not yet returned 
must be sent in. 

On receipt of this letter Bro. Beikie states: I received back 
the warrant already mentioned," and he added, it has been com- 
municated to me that Bro. Dee would get all arrearages paid up if he 
would be permitted to reorganize Dalhousie Lodgre, No. 2, at Stam- 
ford/' 

This was the question submitted to R. W. Bro. McGillivray, but 
he could not have assented to it, as the lodge at Stamford was not 
revived for many years afterwards. 

This closes the history of Niagara lodge, No. 2, under the second 
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fVovincial Grand Lodge. The eoiitiiuiation of its history will be fcmnd 
in that of the third Provineial ( Irand Lodge of 1845-58. 

The following is a partial list of members of Niagara lodge, No. 
755, K. R., No. 2, P. R., as extracted from the lodge cash book, 
1822-24: 

Hre^»kenri<i£r<^. 1 • ; Chish-jlni l)on<M C l-irke Thomas ; t'lenicnt. Lewis ; ( rysler K. M.; 
1 >ee, R. H.; Kerr. Robi-rt ; K«-rr, \\\ J ; M t*i xMsl i.m, J ; Norton. ; Stevenson, J. A. 

In this cash book Bros. R. Kay, Burasew and Pousett are entered 
as visitors, each of whom contributed to the expenses of the evening. 

The following is a list of meetings of Niagara lodge, No. 2, be- 
tween the years 18-23-23: In 1S22: Sept. 30th, ( )ct. 30th, Nov. 28th, 
Dec. i8th; in t8>3, Jan. 22nd, Feb. 34th, March 36th, April 33rd, May 
2ist, June i8th, July i6th, .Vugvist 3nd, Sept. 17th, Oct. t 5th. 


CHAPTER XXX. 

Lodge, No. 756, E. R., No. 3, P. R. (Brockville, No. 3), Town of 
Brockville, Township of Elizabetiitown, County of 
Leeds, i8-2>-45. 

On the loth September, 1822, a special meeting of Brockville 
lodge, No. 3, was called, for the purpose of petitioning the R. W. Bro., 
the Provincial Grand Master, for a w^arrant of constitution in accord- 
ance with the instructions issued to all lodges which desired to affiliate 
with the newly-organized second Provincial Grand Lodge at# York 
(Toronto). 

Twelve brethren were present at the meeting, viz. : The Rev. Wm. 
Smart, who was to be the Grand Chaplain of the newly organized 
Provincial Grand Lodge; Bro. Noah Lee, W. M. ; Martin Dewey, S. 
W. pt. ; Wm, Campbell, J. W. pt. ; Alexr. Starr, Secy ; Parker Webster, 
Treas. ; A. Sherw^ood; Elisha Rugg; Augustus Tool; John C. Potter; 
Thos. Sherwood; J. M. Church, tyler, * 

The subject was discussed and the following brethren agreed to 
petition for the warrant, viz.: Bro. Adiel Sherwood, Wm. Smart, 
Wm. Campbell, Martin Dewey and Augustus Tool. 

The Rev. Wm. Smart was appointed as the representative of the 
lodge at the coming meeting at York, after which, as the minutes read: 

All necessary business being done the W. M. closed the Lodge in due 
form, forever, unless required to be opened again previous to the dissolution 
of the convention." 

The lodge was duly represented at the meeting of the provincial 
body on the 23rd September, 1822, and a dispensation dated two days 
earlier was granted to the lodge to continue as Sussex Lodge, 
Brockville, Upper Canada." 

The warrant, of the same date as the dispensation, was received 
from England in 1823, and was directed to W. Bro. Adiel Sherwood, 
W. M.; William Campbell, S. W.; and Martin Dewey, J. W. ; and the 
Rev. Wm. Smart, Parker Webster, Augustus Tool, George Jeffers 
and others, to meet under the Title and Denomination of The Brock- 
ville Lodge/^ No. 756, K. R., No. 3, P. R. 
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R W Bro W. B. Simpson, who was D. D. G. M. of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada in 1856, in a letter giving particulars of the forma- 
tion of Brockville lodge, wrote to the Grand Secretary, R. W. Bro. i. 
B. Harris, that in October, 1822, the lodge was re-opened under the 
name of Sussex lodge by the authority of the dispensation issued at 
York (Toronto) by R. W. Bro. McGillivray, and that 

by some unaccountable mistake the name ' Brockville ' was substituted 
for that of ' Sussex/ and it thus became Brockville Lodge, No. 756, English 
Registry and No. 3. Provincial Registry." 

The first meeting under the new dispensation was held on the 
:2nd October, 1822, when seven brethren were present, viz.: W. Bro. 
Sherwood, Bros. Campbell, Dewey, Smart and Tool, with Bro. Klisha 
Rugg and Bro. Noah Lee as visitors. There were just sufficient to 
form a quorum. The minutes read that: 

The W. Master opened the Lodge in due form, when the Dispensation 
and Sundry other papers were read for the information and satisfaction of the 
Brethren. 

The thanks of this Lodg^e was unanimously voted to our worthy and well 
beloved Brother, The Reverend Wm. Smart, for the very active part by him 
taken in promoting" the welfare and respectability of the same, to which he 
was pleased to make a Suitable reply. 

The Lodge formed itself into a committee of the whole, for making the 
necessary regulations for the further government of the same, committee to 
meet at the Lodge room on Friday next at early candle light tor the purpose 
above mentioned.'* 

Bro. Noah Lee acted temporarily as secretary and Bro. Parker 
Webster was appointed treasurer. At the second meeting on 7th 
October, \V . Bro. Ziba Ai. Phillips was present, and Bro. Hiram 

Ivilborn was balloted for and accepted. 

At the third meeting on :2nd December, seven members were 
present and the proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge were 
communicated to the lodge/' Bro. Adiel Sherwood was elected W, 
M. An extra '' meeting was held on the :23rd December, at which 
the newly-elected officers were installed. 

At the opening meeting in 1833 on the 6th January, Bro. J. Mills 
Church affiliated. On the 3rd of February twelve brethren were pre- 
sent, and propositions were received from Alessrs. Truelove, Butler 
and Samuel Carswell for initiation. It was also decided to remove 
the lodge to the house of Mr. George Jeflfers. 

Owing to the small number present on 5th May, 18:23, the lodge 
was adjourned." At a meeting on the 21st May fourteen were pre- 
sent, and a number were balloted for. On the 2nd June, 1823, not 
being a sufficient number of members present, it was thought proper 
to omit opening the lodge." On the 17th June a letter was read from 
the Deputy Grand Master," but of its contents no note was made. 

On the 7th July, 1823, there not being a sufficient number of 
members present, the lodge was not opened." At an extra " com- 
munication of the lodge on 7th July, 1823, the degree of M. M. was 
conferred on Bro. Hiram Kilborn. 

A meeting was called on 5th April, 1824, at the special request 
of Bro. A. Sherwood." Nineteen were present, fourteen being visi- 
tors. There is no reason given for this special meeting, but the fol- 
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lowing were present: A. Sherwood, W. M. ; W. M. Dunham, S. W. 
pt,, and Alex. Starr, J. W., pt., visitors; Parker Webster, Treasurer, 
and Augustus Tool, Secretary, Br. Wm. Smart, and Bros. Heman 
Landon, Jonathan Fulford, John Gardiner, Hiram Kilborn, R. H. 
Graves, Stephen Richards, John Booth, Charles Dunham, Samuel 
Grey, P. Schofield, Joseph R. Hartwell, James Dunham, Alex. Grant, 
and EUsha Rugg, visitors. 

The business of the lodge seemed to be carried on by members 
and visitors, for S. Richards and K. Rugg " were both on a com - 
mittee with Bro. Sherwood, Bro. Smart and Bro, Webster to revise 
the by-laws/' At the meeting of 3rd May, 1824, EHsha Rugg was 
appointed secretary, and a Mr. W. M. Stevens was initiated. 

On the 3rd of June, 1824, the lodge assisted in laying the founda- 
tion stone of a Masonic Hall at Bath. The Colonial Journal " of 
that month states: 

" On Thursday last the Corner Stone of a Masonic Hall was laid in the 
Villaere of Bath, by the Pro. Grand Lodgre of Upper Canada, assisted by St. 
John's Lodge, No. 6, Addington Lodge, No. 13, Prince Edward's Lodge, No. 
17, and Leinster Lodge, No. 283." 

At the meeting: of 7th June, 1824, eighteen were present, and R. 
W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon, Deputy Grand Master, was duly honored 
as a visitor. The meeting* of 12th June was an emergency for initiation. 
On the 24th June, 1824, R. W. Bro. Peter Schofield, acting as Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, installed the new officers. The Colonial 
Journal in its issue of June, 1824, states that: 

'* A dispensation having been -received for installing the Lodge in this 
place, under a Warrant from His Royal Highness, the Duke of Sussex, the 
Most Worshipful Grand Master of Hngland, the Grand Lodge assembled in 
this place agreeably to notice, on the 24th instant, and was by Peter Schofield, 
Esq., Deputy Provincial Grand Master, opened pro tern. A Grand Lodge Pro- 
cession was then formed, accompanied by the St. Lawrence Lodge and Grand 
Chapter, attended by a Band of Music. — The Lodges and Chapter appeared in 
their Clothing and Robes. The whole made a most brilliant and splendid 
appearance.'* 

The meetings of 7th July, 4th August, 7th September, 6th Octo- 
ber, and 3rd November, were all for balloting" and degree work. At 
the meeting of i8th December, 1824, a letter was received from the 
Grand Secretary requesting payment of dues from ist July, 1822, 
until 30th June, 1824/' Bro. Adiel Sherwood was elected W. M., and 
at the meeting of January 5th, 18:25, Bro. Wm. Smart duly installed 
the officers. 

The meetings of January, February, March and April were well 
attended, the work being routine. At the meeting on 4th May, R. W. 
Bro. Z. M. Phillips was present. The meeting of 29th June, 1825, 
was called at the request of Bro. Peter Schofield, the Deputy Grand 
Visitor. This meeting was important, as it showed a strong desire 
on the part of the lodge for a proper acquaintance with the ritual. The 
subject of informing the members of the difYerent lodges in^.the work 
was debated. It was resolved that it was expedient for the prosperity 
of the fraternity that a Grand Visitor should visit, lecture and enquire 
into the condition of the lodges; that as the Provincial Grand Lodge 
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V. W. Bro., the Rev. Wm. Smart, of Brockville. 
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could not levy a tax, as being beyond its power, Xo. 3 was willing to 
pa\' the Grand Treasurer live slnliiiigs for each member of the lodge 
and the same amount for each initiacion, to be applied to the support 
of a Grand Visitor, and that the dif¥erent lodges in the province be 
invited to co-operate. These resolutions were ordi^red to be sent to 
the different lodges and to the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The meetings of 6th July and 3rd August were for routine worl<. 
At the meeting on 31st August, 1825, the dues of the lodge, £2 19. up 
to 30th Ju\ie, were ordered to be paid, and the Rev. Wm. Smart was 
elected to represent the lodge at the next meeting of the provincial 
body on i ith September, 1825, at York. Money was not always avail- 
able, so it was resolved 

That the Treasurer Shall pay to Br. Smart the Sum of two pounds. Six- 
teen Shilhngs Cur'cy, in order to defray his expenses to York in part, and 
that the further sum required be Borrowed from the Treasurer of Sussex 
Royal Arch Chapter if on hand and if not of some other person." 

At the meeting- of 5th October, 1825, quite a large amount of 
business was transacted. It was decided on motion of Bro. George 
Mallock that the lodge meet at five " instead of three' " o'clock in 
the afternoon. 

The common or public schools of the province were not as well 
equipped with teachers or the requisites for teaching as in modern 
days, so that the lodge determined to follow the early example of 
Addington lodge at Bath in the founding of a school. Accordingly, 
on the motion of Bro. Mallock, it was resolved that: 

It would be hig^hly conducive to the prosperity and respectability of the 
Craft in this Province to erect in the Town of Brockville, a Masonic Hall 
connected with a Seminary for promoting the General purposes of education, 
and especially to provide that important Blessing to such children of indigent 
orphans of Deceased Masons as may be fit objects of Masonic benevolence. 

" 2ndly. That being fully convinced of the Salutary Kffects that will 
resuh from such an institution, we will use our utmost Kxertions to promote 
the same by our own Contributions and such other means as may be in our 
Power. 

3rdly. That the Cordial Thanks of this Lodge be Given to our Revd. 
Br. Wm, Smart, P. G. Chaplain, for the zeal he has always manifested in pro- 
moting the best interests of the Masonic institution and that to his many other 
acts of Kindness he be respectfully requested to make when in Great Britain 
such representations and applications to our Brethren in the mother country 
as to procure us every possible aid to enable us to carry into effect our bene- 
volent design, that of erectini^ the said Hall and Seminary 

4thly. That the W. Master. Secry, Br. George IMallock and Arthur 
McLain, be a Committee to prepare such documents as may be necessary/' 

At the meeting of 2nd November, 1825, the brethren determmc^i 
to revert to the old hour of three o'clock for their meeting-. /\t the 
meeting of 7th December, Bro. George Mallock was elected W. AI., 
and on the 4th January, 1826, the officers were installed b\' W. liro. 
Adiel Sherwood, " who resigned his seat to Bro. George Mallock as 
Master of this lodge for the ensuing year/' The proceedings of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Tith and 12th Septeniber, 1825, wtre read 
and ordered to be annexed to the minutes of the lodgre/' 

The meetings of February-May were devoted to routine, while at 
that of 7th June, 1826, a committee was aopointed fo ^ th purpose of 
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engaging Br. Abraham Kingsley to give, lectures to the members 
of this lodge/' 

From July to September the work was confined to ordinary busi- 
ness. In October there were not sufficient members present to open 
the lodge. On December 6th, 1826, Bro. George Mallock was again 
elected W. M., and a committee was appointed " to make arrange- 
ments as to the lodge room/' 

A special meeting was held on the 12th December for the purpose 
of attending the funeral of Bro. Thomas Sherwood, who died on the 
loth at the age of eighty-one. Twenty-four members were present. 
The lodge walked to the late residence of the deceased and after the 
funeral returned to the lodge room, when resolutions of respect were 
passed to the memory of Bro. Sherwood, who had been a member of 
the Craft for forty-four years. A resolution was also passed expressive 
of the gratification of the fraternity at the 

respect shown to our deceased Brother by the presence of the clergymen 
of different denominations, and for their pious and reasonable instructions on 
this mournful occasion." 

A vote of thanks was also passed to Bro., the Rev. William Smart, 
Past Grand Chaplain and Provincial Grand High Priest, for his valu- 
' able services on similar occasions. 

At the meeting of 3rd January, 1827, the officers were installed 
and the F. C. and M. M. degrees conferred. At the meeting of 7th 
February, several resolutions regarding the hour of meeting were laid 
over. On the 7th March, Bro. Jonathan Fulford, Jr., was excused 
on the charge alleged against him at our last meeting on account of 
sickness in his family/^ 

On the 2nd Mary, 1827, the lodge went into mourning on account 
of the death of the Duke of York. The meetings from June to De- 
cember were all routine, and in the minutes only the fact that the lodge 
opened and closed is stated. At the meeting of Sth December, 1827, 
Bro. Dunham was elected W. M. 

This is the last record of the lodge until the 13th June, 1839, on 
which date Bro. David Mars, of Brockville, wrote to Bro. John Dean, 
stating that 

a few of our friends and brethren of the Masonic Order in this place 
and vicinity are desirous of obtaining a warrant, to enable them to organize 
a Masonic lodge in this place, and at their request and in union to my feelings 
for the credit and interest of the Craft, beg to apply to you for the necessary 
information how to proceed and to whom we are to apply for the warrant." 

On the 24th June, Bro. Dean replied, recommending an official 
application to W, Bro, Adiel Sherwood, Senior Past Provincial 
Grand Officer/' a Past Grand Warden. 

On the 19th June, however, Bro. Dean had written to Bro. Tur- 
quand, at Toronto, stating- that he was at a loss for a reply. As to 
authority to issue the warrant, Bro. Dean wrote: " I believe there is 
no Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master in the Province, and am not 
aware that the authority sought can be obtained short of the United 
Grand Lodge in England.'^ He also added: 

There is a warrant for a lodge in Brockville. Could not that be acted 
upon under tTie sanction of the Past Grand Warden, Adiel Sherwood?" 
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In reply Bro. Turquand wrote: 

" Undoubtedly I think it could, although the lodge may not have worked 
during the stipulated time, whicli could be the only objection. The authority 
of the Senior Officer I think sufficient." 

This correspondence shows that the lodge was dormant after 
December, 1827. Although an effort was made to revive it in 1839, 
it remained closed until August, 1852. An account of its history after 
the revival will be found in the period devoted to the lodges of the 
third Provincial Grand Lodge. 

R. W. Bro. Simpson, in his letter to R, W. Bro. Harris of 1856, 
states that under the warrant No. 756, issued to Brockville lodge, it 
continued to work until the 5th December, 1827, when it was ad- 
journed to St. John's day, the 27th inst., but from some cause it did 
not meet again until 1852, when it was revived under dispensation 
from R. W. Bro. Sir A. N. MacNab, Provincial Grand Master of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada under the United Grand 
Lodge of England. From March, 1822, until 5th December, 1827, 
this lodge met in the house of Bro. Chester Dunham, corner of King 
and Broad streets, Brockville. 

The following is a list of the members of Sussex Lodge, IsTo. 756, 
E. R., No. 3, P. R., Brockville, 1822-45, 

1822. — Hiram Kilborn, Wm. Fox, Augustus Tool. 1823. — (a) Reuben 
Morey, (a) J. M. Church, Truelove Butler, (a) Reed Reed. 1824. — Wm. M. 
Stearns, Benj. Hall, Geo. Mallock, (a) John Thompson. 1825. — Samuel 
Thomas, Jr., George W. Dana, Paul Glassford, (a) Peter Wheeler. 1826. — 
Theodorus Doty, Florence McCarthy, John Crofts. 


ROLL OF OFFICERS. 


Year. 

W. M. 

S. W. 

J. w. 

Sec'y. 

1823. . 
1824. . 
1825. . 
X826. . 
1827. . 

Noah Lee ........ 

Adiel Sherwood. . . . 
< < 

George Mallock. . . 
Wm, Ai. Dunham.. 

Wm. AI. Dunham . 
Wm. Campbell. . . . 

Martin Dewey . . . 
Stephen Richaids,. 
Martin Dewey. .... 

Martin Dewey 

• t 

Alex. St^rr. 
Augustus Tool. 
Elibha Rugg. 
Wm. M. Dunham. 
Elisha Rugpj (actg.). 
A. Sherwood. 


CHAPTER XXXL 

Lodge, No. 757, E. R., No. 4, P. R., Niagara, Township of Nia- 
gara, County of Lincoln. 

The two leading- lodges at Niag-ara from 1792 to 1822 were Nos. 
2 and 4, or, as the latter was known from 1796-1822, The Lodge of 
Philanthropy/' While lodge No. 755, E. R., No. 2, P. R., at Niagara, 
was known as " Dalhousie Lodge," No. 757, E. R., No. 4, P. R., at 
Niagara, was known as " Niagara Lodge " from 1822. Of the work 
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of this lodge, owing to the loss of records^ nothing is known from 
1822 down to the formation of the third Provincial Grand Lodge under 
Sir A, N. MacNab in 1845. that time it was not on the roll, nor 

are there any records anterior to that date, giving a clue to the work 
of the lodge. 

The original No. 2 of the Jarvis regime is now No. 2 on the regis- 
ter of the Grand Lodge of Canada, while No. 4, P. R., of the same 
period, became dormant about 1830, and was finally erased from the 
Knglish records in 1863. No. 757, E. R., became No. 490, E. R., in 
the English enumeration of 183:2. This did not, however, indicate an 
active lodge, as the number had been assigned to it in the ordinary 
course. It had not been reported to the Grand Lodge at London as 
dormant, and, therefore, was continued on the list. 

It is known that No. 4 in its early days was not only active but 
aggresive in Craft work — active in the sense that it had a large mem- 
bership, as is shown by the visiting lists of the surrounding lodges, 
and aggressive in that it took the lead in advancing the interests of 
the Craft. Its effort prior to 1800 to organize a board that would have 
charge of the charit^^ of the Craft is testimony that its zeal was ex- 
ercised in the right direction. 

In a memorandum in 1856 in reply to certain questions put to all 
the lodges, the statement is made 

No. 757, E. R., No. 4. P. R. These numbers were changed and now stand 
No. 490 E. R., No. 2, P. R. 

This is evidence that the No. 4 passed out of existence and that 
at the formation of the Provincial Grand Lodge under Sir A. N, Mac- 
Nab, the old No. 4 of Niagfara became amalg^amated with the No. 2, of 
which a history has been written. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 

St. John's Lodge, No. 758, E. R., No. 5, P. R., Kingston, County 

OF Frontenac, 1822-45. 

The history of St. John's lodge. No. 5, P. R., is one that gives 
us much of an insight into the work of the Craft in Upper Canada 
Its career as lodge No. 6, P. R., from 1796-1822, was one of success, 
and when on the 1st August, 1822, a month prior to the reorganiza- 
tion of the Craft at York, A communication having been received 
from the secretary of the Convention, Stating the appointment of a 
Provincial Grand Master, pro tern for Upper Canada,'' a motion was 
passed that m consequence of his arrival lenitv shall be granted for 
one month longer to those brothers in arrears," it was evident that 
the brethren recognized the fact that renewed vitalitv was about to be 
given to Craft work. The lodere was No. P. R., from 1822-45 

On the 5th September, 1822, a committee was appointed to pur- 
chase articles required for the furnishing of the lodge. This was 
agreed to by the usual show of hands." 




FAC-snniE of DmsmoK lo Si. John's Lodge, Mo 6, f.o. R W. B.o Sihok McGmmv, 1822. 0„ p.^. 
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At an emergent meeting held on 1:2th September, twentx - 

nme were present, sixteen of whom were members. The visitors 
mcludeci W. Bro. Ziba Al. FhiUips. The meeting had been called 
specially to consider the communications received from W. Bro. John 
Dean, who had been appointed Provincial Grand Secretary, The 
request contained in these letters was the same as that made to all 
other lodges, viz. : that they should petition for and receive warrants 
under the reorganized provincial body. A petition to the Provincial 
Grand Master, R. W. Bro. McGillivray, had been drafted and was 
adopted, after the insertion of a line, stating that the lodge, originally 
warranted by R. W. Bro, Jarvis, had worked under a dispensation 
from the Grand Masonic Convention at Kingston. 

W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips at this meeting became a member by 
affiliation, and it was resolved on his motion that the expense of a 
representative to the Provincial Grand Lodge be defrayed out of the 
funds of the lodge. The W. M,, wardens and secretary were also 
directed to make such arrangements as ma}^ seem to them meet, 
respecting the ensuing representation to the Grand Lodge." 

At the meeting of 3rd of October, 1822, the dispensation from 
R. W. Bro. McGillivray was read and accepted. The dispensation, 
which was dated 21st September, 1832, reads: 

SIMON McGillivray, p. g. m. 

To all and every our Right Worshipful. Worshipful and loving^ Brethren. 

I, Simon McGillivray, Provincial Grand Master for the Province 
of Upper Canada, acting under His Royal Highnefs, Prince Augustus 
Frederick, Duke of Sufsex, Earl of Invernefs, Baron of Arklovv, Knight 
of the most noble Order of the Garter, &c., &c., &c.. Most Worshipful 
Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons 
of England. 

Send Greeting: 

Whereas the Warrant hereunto annexed has been produced by me as 
the authority under which the Lodge of St. John's, No. 6, therein desig- 
nated, has been constituted, and heretofore acted, and an hvimble Petition 
has been presented to me by Bro. A. J. Ferns, as Worshipful Master, Br. 
James Meagher, as Senior Warden, Br. William Donaldson, as Junior 
Warden, Bros. John Butterworth, Robert Sellars, Thomas Smith, George 
Millward and Benjamin Olcott, as members of the above designated 

Lodge praying for a Warrant of Constitution or 

such other authority as it may be competent to me to grant, empowering 
them to continue their meetings as a regular Lodge. Now, Know Ye, 
that having taken the same into serious consideration do hereby authorize 
and empower our said Brothers and other regular members of the said 
Lodge, and those who shall hereafter become such, and as such shall be 
regularly reported to and registered in the Books of the Grand Lodge of 
England, to continue their meetings and proceedings as a regular Lodge 
and to enter, pafs and raise Free Masons conformably, to the Laws and 
Constitutions of the Grand Lodge and not otherwise, and to all such other 
acts as may lawfully be done by a regular Warranted Lodge. And I do 
hereby approve the election of officers made by the said Lodge and do 
hereby appoint the said Brother A. J. Ferns, Worshipful Master, Brother 
James Meagher, Senior Warden, and Bro. William Donaldson, Junior 

Warden and direct that they and their succefsors 

duly elected and appointed shall continue in the said ofifices until such time 
2 I a 
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as a Warrant shall be granted to their said Lodge under the seal of the 
Grand Lodge of England. And for so doing this Dispensation shall be 
their sufficient authority, to remain in force until such Warrant shall have 
been granted, but subject always to the approval of the IVLost Worshipful 
Grand Master, 

Given under my hand and seal at York in the said 
Province, this Twenty-first day of September in the 
year of our Lord, 1822, and of Masonry, 5822. 
By command of the Right Worshipful Grand Master. 

James Fitzgibbon, I>- P. G. M. 

John Dean, ) 

Bernd. Turquand, ) G. Secretaries. 

At the previous meeting- Bro. Z. M. Phillips had affiliated and 
was accepted by the open vote of the lodge. This method seems to 
have been usual, for at this meeting" Bro. Samuel Boyden applied for 
affiliation and was duly seconded, his proposal being ' carried neni 
con." 

On the 6th October, an emergent meeting was called to pay 

the last offices of respect to Bro. Christopher Zims. The lodge was 
accompanied to the burial ground by members of the lodge No. 446, 
E. R., in the 68th Regiment of Light Infantry then stationed at 
Kingston. 

An emergency meeting was held on the 22nd November to dis- 
cuss the settlement of some trouble which had occurred between lodge 
No. 6, P. R., and Leinster lodge. No. 283, I. R. The friction con- 
cerned the admission of visitors and the place given to the latter 
in a funeral procession. A committee was appointed and reported at 
the meeting of the 5th December that all had been amicably ar- 
ranged." 

It was decided to celebrate the festival of St. John by attending 
Divine service. At the meeting of 23rd December, a brother who had 
" spoken of the Craft in terms of reproach and high disrespect and 
indignation " was ordered to receive the censure of this body from 
the Chair." The brother cheerfully submitted to the discipline. 

At the meeting of 27th December, called to celebrate the festival 
of St. John, twenty-nine brethren were present. At the meeting of 
2nd January, 1823, the lodge, finding that the widow of Bro. Zims 
was " poor and unable to support herself/' continued relief to her for 
another month. At this meeting 

" In consequence of the Brethren present begging indulgence for the 
Brethren in arrears not to have them suspended for one month the indulgence 
was granted at their request." 

It was customary for the brethren when they desired advance- 
ment to the Royal Arch to apply for recommendation to the Craft 
lodge, for on the 6th February, 1823, Bros. Sellars, Polly and Sinclair 
applied for a recommendation to Frontenac R, A. Chapter, 

From March until June, 1823, the brethren discussed the matter 
of dealing- with members in arrears of dues, and after every effort had 
been made to collect arrears, although quite an amount had been 
received, one brother "in consequence of his not paying- up his back 
dues was suspended and reported to the Provincial Grand Secretary. 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 333 



Kingston, From Fort Henry, 1822-28. • 
From a Sketch Dedicated to Sir Peregrine Maitland, and 

MADE BY James Gray, 1828. 


This sketch shows the outer rampart of Fort Henry in the fore- 
ground, and the dress of the soldier and civiHans who are scattered 
over the broad walk leaves no doubt as to the antiquity of the picture. 
The uniform worn by the infantry man in sig^ht is identical in 
style with those used by the English troops at Waterloo, and its 
quaint ugliness is in marked contrast to the dress, equally smart and 
serviceable, now in use by Her Majesty's soldiers at home and abroad. 

Navy Bay immediately below the ramparts shows the old fashion- 
ed craft of that time, and Point Frederick, to the left and on the 
opposite shore of the bay, still retains many of the buidings shown in 
the sketch. 

Across Cataraqui Bay, which is west of Navy Bay, is seen the 
Town of Kingston, since grown to the dignity of a city. The spires of 
two parish churches are plainly visible, that to the north being the site 
of the stately Roman Catholic Cathedral of to-day, and to the south 
nearest the lake stands the Episcopal Cathedral of St. George, which 
was almost totally destroyed by fire on the first day of the year 1899. 

At the meeting of July 3rd, Bro. H. C. Thomson was appointed 
to represent the lodge at the meeting of the provincial body at York 
on 8th July, and it was resolved that the Frontenac Chapter share 
equallv the expense with the lodge. 

The proceedings of the provincial body were read at the meeting 
of 4th September, 

On the 27th December, 1823, the officers were installed and the 
brethren dined together. At this meeting back dues to the amount 
of £t6. 10. 6. were paid and £13 were collected for the expenses of the 
dinner. There were twenty members present. 

The meeting-s from January until May were routine in character. 
At that of 6th May, 1824, " The W. M. stated that he had received a 
communication from the Deputy Provincial Grand Master to form a 
procession and lay the corner-stone of a court house and jail in the 
town of Kinsfston in ancient form on the T7th inst., and that he had 
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appointed a committee to make the necessary arrangements/' On the 
17th Ala3' the lodge met, thirty-three brethren being present, ten of 
whom were members of the lodge. The minutes read: 

*' The Lodge being summoned to wait upon the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Lodge at Brother Olcott's, then proceeded to wait on them and from thence 
to, the ground appropriated for the Gaol and Court House, from thence to 
Walker's Hotel to refresh and then conducted the Grand Lodge to the Lodge 
Room, The Lodge then retvirned to their Lodge Room; no business being 
before the Lodge the Worshipful Master ordered to close which was done in 
ancient form." 

This was a house which in 1833 became the meeting place of St. 
John's lodge. 

An issue of " The Colonial Journal " in June, 18-24, in a report 
of news from Kingston, states as follows: 

Kingston, May 17. — On the 17th Instant, the Foundation Stone of the 
Midland District Court House and Gaol was laid by a Grand Procession of 
Lodges. 

Upon arriving at the foundation of the building, the Procession halted and 
faced in-wards, the Grand Lodge proceeded to a platform erected for their 
accommodation, and an impressive Prayer was offered up by the Grand Chap- 
lain. After the deposit of a Bottle, hermetically sealed, containing various 
coins, papers, &c., and the subjoined inscription printed on parchment, the 
Corner Stone was laid in Form by the R. W. A. L). P. Grand Master. 

His Kxcellency the Lieutenant-Governor being present, the Mallet was 
presented to him by the A. D. P. Grand Master, with which His Kxcellency 
gave three blows, which were immediately followed by three hearty cheers. 

By the favor of Almighty God on the seventeenth day of May, A. D. 1824, 
of the year of Masonry, 58^4, and in the fifth year of our Sovereign Lord 
George the Fourth, the Corner Stone of this Court House and Gaol, erected 
by the Midland District, was laid by Air. John Butterworth, acting Pro. Deputy 
Grand Master of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, assisted by 
the Brethren of St. John's Lodge, No. 6, and Lodge No. 13 (Registry of 
Kngland), and Leinster Lodge, No. ^83 (Registry of Ireland), according to 
the Ancient Usages of Masonry; by Dispensation from the TBTight Worshipful 
James Fitzgibbon, Ksq., Provincial Deputy Grand Master for the Province of 
Upper Canada. The Right Worshipful Simon ^McGilHvray, Esq., Provincial 
Grand Master of Upper Canada. Major-General Sir Peregrine Maitland, 
Knight Commander of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, 
Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada. 

On the 24th May, 1824, ati emergency v^as called, as the W. M. 
of No. 13, at Bath, desired the presence of No. 6 at the ceremony of 
laying a foundation stone of the Masonic hall at that place on the 3rd 
June. ■ It was decided to accept the invitation and to wait on the mem- 
bers of Leinster lodge. No. 283, I, R., to make arrangements for the 
conveyance of the lodges to Rath. On the date fixed for the ceremony 
thirty-two members of the Craft proceeded to Bath and returned the 
following day. 

On the 4th November, 18:24, on motion of Bro. H, C. Thomson 
a committee was appointed to take into consideration the practicabiUty 
of collecting funds to erect a Masonic hall in Kingston, and lodge 
No. 28^, T. R., was requested to join in the enterprise. On the 2nd 
December, on motion of Bro. Millward, it was resolved that the com- 
mittee be permanent and that it 
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drum up a petition to His Excellency, the Lieutenant-Governor, for a 
grant of land for the pvirpose of building a M asonic Hall in the 1 own ot 
Kingston." 

On the 2yth December the officers for the ensuing year were in- 
stalled and the lodge dined together. At the meeting of February 
3rd, 18^5, a committee was appointed to examine all " the old papers 
now in the chest of the lodge and to destroy all unnecessary ones/' and 
that a complete register of all members since the foundation of the 
lodge be written up. 

It was resolved to purchase from Frontenac Chapter the large 
Bible now in their possession." The lodge had sent a dozen prayer 
books to St. George's Anglican Sunday School and a letter acknow- 
ledging their receipt was read. The lodge also resolved to give five 
pounds to the Female Benevolent Society, for the use of the poor 
and indigent under their care." 

At the meeting of 7th April, 1825, a letter was read from Bro, 
H. C. Thomson, enclosing a receipt for the registration of sixteen 
members of lodge No. 5, by the Provincial Grand Lodge. These bre- 
thren were correcth^ registered as from No. 5, although the minutes 
are headed as those of No. 6." On the 5th May, 1835, it was re- 
solved that 

In consequence of the Grand Lodge of England having granted a new 
warrant to this Lodge, and altered the number thereof, that a new Book be 
opened by the Secretary, in which all future proceedings shall be entered, and 
that henceforward this Lodge, in conformity with its Warrant shall be denomi- 
nated No. 5, and that all the Brethren be appraised of the alteration, which has 
been made by the Grand Lodge." 

The lodge had been meeting at Bro. Millward's, but on 5th May, 
1825, it was moved by Bro. Ferns, seconded by Bro. Fraser that this 
lodge be removed from hence to a private house as soon as conveni- 
ent." A committee was appointed to carry this resolve into ef¥ect, 
Bros. A. J. Ferns, H. C. Thomson, B. Olcott and S. O. Teaswell volun- 
teered to pay the rent of a private house. A further resolution was 
passed ordering these brethren, who were called Trustees " to have 
power to draw from the funds of the lodge money sufficient to defray 
the expenses of the above house or room when procured. 

The committee soon found a convenient meeting place in Mr. 
John Mc Arthur's stone house, opposite Mr. Olcott's inn. The entire 
house was taken and the Tirst floor was sublet for £t6 per year and the 
cellar and school room for £6 per year. The following memo, refer- 
ring to Mr. John McArthur's house, is entered in the inside of the 
cover of one of the early minute books of the lodge: 

N.B. Rented from Mr. John McArthtir, his stone house, opposite Mr. 
Olcott's Inn, on lease. 

" Rented to Mr. W. D, McDonald the first floor for one year at sixteen 
pounds per annum, from ist July, 1825, 20/- per quarter to be allowed for 
repairs. 

" Rented to ditto the cellar floor of schoolroom at six pounds per annum 
from ist Oct., 1825.*' 

On the 2nd June, 1825, eighteen members were present. The 
method of affiliating members was changed. Formerly it was by 
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show of hands, but, on motion of Bro. Ferns, seconded by Bro. Fraser, 
it was resolved 

That any old Mason wishing to join this Lod^e shall be proposed by a 
member on one communication and shall wait until the next communication to 
be balloted for, and such ballot to be conducted in the same manner as those 
for initiation." 
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On the iith June the lodge had been invited to lay the corner- 
stone of the new Episcopal church at Kingston at a time when His 
Excellency, Sir Peregrine Maitland, the Commander of the Forces, 
would be in town. A request was sent to V. W. Bro. Bernard 
Turquand, the Provincial Grand Secretary, at York, on the 13th, for 
requisite authority from R. W, Bro. Fitzgibbon, the Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master, Bro. Fitzgibbon did not secure the letter until Tues- 
day, and immediately sent a blank dispensation to be filled in by the 
officiating officer, to Kingston, but unfortunately Sir Peregrine Mait- 
land came to town on Monday, the 20th, and the stone had to be laid 
without Craft honors. The committee of the church, however, wrote 
expressing its regret that the stone had not been laid by lodge No. 5. 
They would have been willing to delay the ceremony in order that the 
authority from R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon might have been obtained, but 
in consequence of His Excellency's short stay in town, they could 
not postpone the ceremony/' 

At the meeting on ist September, 1825, a letter was received from 
R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon, requesting that the lodge be represented at 
the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge at York on the 12th inst., 
and Bro. Ferns was appointed as representative. The lodge also dis- 
cussed the question of paying a Grand Visitor, as proposed by Brock- 
ville lodge, No. 3, but it was thought impracticable." 

On the ist December, 1825, Mr. Christopher Alexander Hager- 
man, at a later date, Hon. Justice Hagerman, a F. C, who had been 
initiated in St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, York (Toronto), on loth De- 
cember, 1823, and Major Winnett, of the 68th Regt., affiliated, 

On the 27th December, 1825, Bro. Patrick Corbett, town mayor, 
and Francis Baynes, barrack master, affiliated. At this meeting Bro. 
C. A- Hagerman, who perhaps found that the preparation room in 
December was not warm enough, proposed that a stove be put up in 
the lobby for the accommodation of the members.'' 

On the 23rd January, 1826, Mr. John S. Cartwright, Charles 
Jones, Lieut. R. N., and Peter Bernard, ensign 68th Regt., were 
accepted. On the 2nd February, 1826, Bro. Wm. Cottier and Bro. 
John Dean, from Ernestown, were among the visitors. At this meet- 
ing a number of members of Leinster lodge, No. 283, I R., desired 
to affiliate, but the lodge declined to entertain the matter, and returned 
the petitions to the applicants, with an intimation that this lodge de- 
clines any interference in relation thereto." 

The W. M., W. Bro. Melluish, presented the lodge with a 
triangle, a polished ashlar and apparatus belonging thereto.'' For 
some reason unexplained, it was resolved that " the ballot for Charles 
Jones, Esq., on the last emergency communication be cancelled.'' 

On the 2nd March, 1826, a Board of General Purposes " was 
appointed. The board was instructed to make such alterations in the 
furniture and jewels of the lodge as may appear from time to time 
necessary/' 

On the 8th April, Bro. Hagerman received his M. M. degree, and 
it was ordered as a testimony of respect to Bro. Bowie, Tyler of this 
lodge, who is about to leave this for England, that a Grand Lodge 
certificate be obtained for him, the expense to be defrayed by the 
Lodge.^' 

On the 27th April it was " Proposed by the W.M., and seconded 
by Bro. Shaw, that Bro. Winnet be ordered to apply to the Grand 
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Lodge of England, to procure Floor Cloths for the three degrees, the 
expenses of which to be defrayed by the Lodge." 

At the meeting of 4th May the question of a new lodge came up 
in a petition of members of Leinster lodge of the Irish register and 
others. The request had been considered by the Board of General 
Purposes, and the report said: 

Proceeded to take into consideration the petition of J. R. Wright, P. F, 
Hall, Chester Hatch, Alexander Hamilton, William Forsyth, H. R. Warbeck, 
Donald JXIcLiver, J. W. Armstrong, David Lowry, Htigh Wiley and David 
Morton, praying for a recommendation to the Grand Lodge^ of England to 
obtain a dispensation to enable the aforementioned persons to hold a Lodge in 
the place; the Board having dnly considered the same, and tinder existing 
circumstances decline any interference." 

As the W.M. had been ordered to the lower provinces (Nova 
Scotia) W. Bro. Winnett w^as appointed to act during; his absence. 
On the I St June Messrs. John Strange and Jonas Jones of Brockville 
w^ere accepted as members The fact that Air Jones, of Brockville, 
sought membership in No 5 is evidence that lodge, No 3, at Brock- 
ville, was not working. 

At the meeting of the 7th June, 1826, it was resolved 

* that application be made to the Provincial Grand Lodge for permission 
to assume No. 2 on the Registry of U. Canada, which is now vacant, in lieu 
of No. 5-'' 

On 7th Sept. Bro. M. S. Bidwell affiliated with the lodge. This 
brother was a prominent Canadian. He was born in Alassachusetts, 
but with his family settled in the village of Bath, on the Bay of Quinte, 
prior to 181:2. Me was one of the most brilliant young men of his 
time in Canada. He w^as elected to the Legislature when only twenty- 
five 3'ears of age, and was Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of 
Upper Canada in 18-29 and again in 1835. He was so profoundly 
learned in the law that Chancellor Walworth said of him what can be 
said of few in these modern days : He was a great lawyer." 

Bro. Ferns, the senior deacon of the lodge, " delivered a message 
to the lodge from Dpty. Provincial Gd. blaster (the Worshipful Master 
being absent from ill-health) that the Dpty. Prov. Gd. Master requests 
that the name of all such persons whom it has been necessary to ex- 
clude from the lodge, be forwarded to him, that the same may be trans- 
mitted to the Grand Lodge of Kngland, that if they are registered, 
their names may be struck out of the register/' 

On the 4th January, 1827, Mr. Donald Bethune was initiated, and 
Bro. James Bowie was appointed a serving brother for the purpose 
of writing notices.'' On the Tst February, 1827, £5 was given to the 
Kingston Female Benevolent Society. 

At the meeting of 5th April Captain Bonnycastle, of the Royal 
Kngineers, afterwards Sir Richard Henry Bonnycastle, was proposed 
and ordered to be balloted for at an emergency on the T2th April. 
The emergency was duly held, and he was initiated. 

The petition of Mr. Jonas T*^"^^. who had made application 
for membership which had not been considered, was ordered to be 
struck out of the minutes." This action was no dotibt due to the 
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fact that the applicant did not reside within the jurisdiction of the 
lodge. 

On the 5th May Bro. Bonnycastle was passed to the second 
degree, and on the yth June he was made a M.M. At this meeting 
a communication was read from \\ W. Bro. Dean of Addington lodge 
at Bath, requesting the attendance of the lodge at the laying of the 
corner-stone of the Presbyterian chttrch at that town, an invitation 
which the lodge accepted. 



Sir Richard Henry Bonnycastle. 
From ax Olo ]Miniature. 

At the next meeting, on 5th July, 1827, a petition was read from 
Bro. Wm. Chestnut and Bro. James Meagher, setting forth that their 
characters had been injured by a letter written by Bro. A. J. Ferns 
to a Bro. Street, resident at Sackett's Harbor, and requesting the lodge 
to enquire into the matter. At the meeting of i8th July it was qiies- 
tioned whether it was competent for the lodge to take into considera- 
tion this petition, and, being decided in the affirmative, it was deter- 
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mined to make an investigation, both parties agreeing to decide by the 
opinion of the lodge. On the 20th July an emergency was called. 
The lodge had decided to admonish Bro. Ferns, and to caution him 
against iurther interference in the lodge or the officers presiding 
over it." 

On the 2nd August, 1827, the W.M. notified the lodge that the 
Grand Lodge for the eastern division would hold its meeting in Kings- 
ton on the 24th August, 1827. At the meeting of the 6th September 
the question of an investigation into the charge made by Bro. Chestnut 
against Bro. Ferns was brought up, and the latter stated his grounds 
for his charge. He held that Bro. Chestnut was under censure of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland," and produced sundry documents in proof 
of his statements. The correspondence is not given, but it appears 
that the charge made by Bro. Ferns was based upon the fact that the 
warrant of Leinster lodge at Kingston had been withdrawn from the 
jurisdiction by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in consequence of com- 
plaints regarding the conduct of the brethren of that lodge. The 
question was put, and the sense of the body taken, but the votes 
were equally divided. Finally a resolution was carried to the effect 
that 

it was imprudent and unnecessary for Bro. Ferns to make the communi- 
cation which he had in his letter to the brother at Waterdown, respecting Bro. 
Chestnut, and that Bro. Ferns be according^ly admonished by the W. Master, 
which was carried in the affirmative, and he was admonished accordingly.** 

At the meeting of the 4th October, 1827, a Bro. Miles, who was 
acting- as secretary, pro tern., desired a loan from the funds of the 
lodge, but it was resolved 

" That while this lodge feels a warm interest in the welfare of Bro. Miles, 
and entertains a strong desire to accede to any request of his, which may ad- 
vance his prosperity, it is of opinion that it would be establishing an improper 
precedent to loan its funds." 

On the 1st November, 1827, Bro. James Meagher, who had been 
concerned in the charges against Bro. Ferns, had the hardihood to 
apply for membership in the lodge, and as a natural consequence he 
was balloted for accordingly and rejected." He was, however, given 
a certificate agreeable to the Constitution." 

On the ^7th December, 1827, the officers for the year were in- 
stalled, Bro. H. C. Thomson being W.M. At the meeting of Febru- 
ary 7th, 1828, the Board of General Purposes resolved to discontinue 
their monthly meetings, and in future meet only when business 
rendered it necessary. 

At the meeting of 6th March it was resolved to place " a suitable 
inscription upon the jewel presented by our worthy Brother Captain 
Melluish, to this lodge.'' 

At the meeting of ist May, 1828, Bro. Hugh Myers, a distressed 
brother, was advanced :23s. in order to enable him to proceed to 
Niagara. 

On the 5th June, 1828, Bro. Marshal Bidwell withdrew from the 
lodge, and Bros. Hagerman and Harper, officers of the lodge, having 
been absent at the last regular communication and without sending 
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a sufficient excuse, therefore were fined is. 6d. each." The lodge de- 
termined that 

sixpence from the dues of each brother be paid monthly into the hands 
of the Steward to go with the funds for the purpose of procuring refreshments 
for the brethren." 

On the 8th August a communication was read from the W.M. 
of Addington lodge, announcing the death of W. Bro, S. Macaulay, 
the W.M., and requesting the presence of St. John's lodge. No. 5, at 
the funeral, a proposal which was accepted. The lodge adjourned to 
meet the day following (9th Aug.) at Davy's Inn, Bath. The minutes 
record the fact that the lodge met at Bath and attended the funeral. 

At the meeting of 4th Sept., 1828, Bro. Thomson informed the 
lodge that the Grand Lodge for the western division would meet at 
York on the 22nd inst., and on the iith Sept. ''the representatives 
to the Grand Lodge were instructed to enquire for the certificates, for 
which money had been paid into the Grand Secretary's hands in the 
years 1822-25." The representatives were also instructed to enquire 
if the money paid for registry fees had ever been sent to Kngland, and 
at what periods sent.'' 

The brethren of No. 5 objected to the expenditure by the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge at York of eight pounds 

for meeting^ in the Hall of No. 1, when they could have been equally 
well accommodated in the Hall of No. 9 free of expense." 

This entry in the minutes of No. 5 shows that there were two 
lodge rooms in \ ork in 1828, one the hall of No. i, the Masonic Hall 
in iVIarket Lane, and the other the lodge room of St. George's lodge. 
No. 9. The locality of the latter is not known, but it is supposed to 
have been in Jordan's Hotel, King St. east. 

At the meeting of 4th December, 1828, it was resolved that the 
brethren dine together on St. John's day, and also that the members 
of the Lodge of Concord and of the Lodge of the 71st Regiment " 
be requested to attend Divine service and dine on that day. 

There is no absolute certainty as to the origin of Concord lodge 
at Kingston. It clearly could not have been an original lodge under 
the second Provincial Grand Lodge from the fact that R. W. Bro. 
Beikie, replying on 31st March, 1828, to a letter from the secretary of 
that lodge, dated 28th Jan. 1828, said : Sometime before we had the 
pleasure of adding the Lodge of Concord to our number," indicating 
its afifiliation rather than the granting of an original warrant. There 
are further references to this lodge in the minutes of lodge No. 6, and 
as the document of Jan. 28th, 1828. amongst others bears the signature 
of Bro. Chester Hatch, S.W., and Bro. George Millward, both of whom 
were members of lodge No. 6, there can be no doubt that the lodge of 
Concord was a duly constituted Craft organization. The lodge m the 
7Tst Rcgt. was No. 895 I.R., 1801-58. At the meeting on the 5th 
February, 1829, a resolution was passed disapproving of the conduct 

" of a number of Masons in this town, who on St. John's Day walked in 
public procession, clothed in the badges of the Craft, without the license of 
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the P. G. M. or his Deputy and in open violation of the Constitution and in 
del'iance of the expressed commands of the D. G. AI/' 

It was also resolved to report the resolution to the Provincial 
Grand Lodge. This was done, and on March 3rd, 1829, R. \V. Bro. 
TtirquaiicK the l^rovincial Grand Secretary, wrote to the lodge that 
the matter had been considered by the Provincial Grand Master, but 
that in order to have any beneficial result h*om the remonstrances 
on his part it w^ould be necessary to state the names of the of¥ending 
parties and the lodge to which they belonged/' as well as the jurisdic- 
tion h-om which the brethren hailed, so that the the P.G.M. might know 
who had control over these brethren. This evidently ended the 
matter. 

On March 5th an emergency was held for the purpose of attend- 
ing the funeral of the late Bro. John Cummings, at which the military 
lodges and the Lodge of Concord " were present. On the 4th June 
a Bro. Hare, of the Royal Artiller3% who had been for years a member 
of the lodge, having to leave, a resolution was passed that a letter, 
conveying the high esteem in which he w-as held by the lodge, be sent 
to him. 

On the T4th September the lodge attended the funeral of the late 
Bro. P. F. Hall, a member of the Lodge of Concord." At the meet- 
ing of September 17th it was resolved that 

A memorial be framed to the Grand Lodge and presented by the repre- 
sentatives of this Lodge, stating the want of attention on the part of the 
Grand Lodge as relating to the interests of this Lodge at the same time 
requesting the ofificers of the Grand Lodge to give ample account of the past 
conduct with respect to the affairs of this Lodge, and prompt attention to the 
wishes and interests of this Lodge in their communications with the Grand 
Lodge of England." 

On the 1st October, 1829, it was resolved That a memorial be 
sent to the Grand Lodge of Kngland, complaining of the following 
grievances and that a return of the members of this lodge be sent at 
the same time.'' The list of grievances is as follows: 

The members of this Lodge not receiving certificates, having paid for 
them many years since. 

" Not receiving circulars regularly. 

Not seeing the name of this or any other Lodge in the Province men- 
tioned in such circulars as have come to hand. 

No account of the several sums of money paid by this Lodge for certi- 
ficates, registering fees, and all demands against this Lodge have been punctu- 
ally paid to the P. G. Lodge up to the 30th June last, and large sums have at 
different times been paid to the P. G. Lodge, one of the half-yearly payments 
alone amounting to £19; that Bros. Bonnycastle, Gordon and Handcock, form 
a committee for drafting the memorial." 

The meetings were regularly held during 1830, the business done 
being all of a routine character. At the meeting of 2nd December, 
1830, " Br. BonnA^castle paid 4/6 for three nights' absence from the 
lodge, it being the amount of his fine/' At the meeting of December 
Tst, 1831, Bro. R. H. Bonnvcastle was elected W. AL and on St. John's 
day he was installed. St. John's lodge had for years desired a revival 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge. This wish culminated in a resolution 
passed on 9th March, 1832, as follow^^: 
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'* A memorial was read and approved, the substance of which was to pray- 
to the Grand Lodge of England to hold communication with the same, without 
the intervention of any Provincial Grand Lodge; moved by the W. M. and 
seconded by Bro. Smith that the above memorial should be signed by the 
officers and oldest members of this Lodge, and transmitted to the Grand Lodge 
of England, with the returns of all legal members belonging to the Lodge." 



On September, 2nd, 1833, the lodge resolved to remove from St. 
John's Hall to Bro. Olcott's hotel. The lodge met here from 3rd Octo- 
ber, 1833, until 6th February, 1834, and again from 15th December, 
1843, tintil 20th November, 1845. 
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The meeting: of 6th February, 1834, at which six members were 
present, was the last held from that year until 1843. I^l^i^^ interregnum 
of nine years in the work of the lodge is stated in a footnote to the 
minutes of this meeting to have been 

owing to the great excitement prevailing on the American continent, 
when it was thought prudent by the W. M. and members to cease working un- 
til such time as the lodge might beneficially work with advantage to the 
Craft and the world at large. . . . The warrant and greater part of the 
furniture with the hall and jewels being in the hands of the surviving members 
accordingly/' 

This refers to the aftermath of the excitement created by the dis- 
appearance of William Morgan. It seems strange that nearly eight 
years after the alleged deportation, there was sufticient life remaining 
in the anti-Masonic crusade to affect a lodge that had sat continuously 
during the years when the Morgan discussion was at white heat. 

An interesting picture of the old tCingston dockyard seems to 
be appropriate at this period of the history of St. John's lodge, the 
more especially as so many of the members and officers of the military 
regiments located in Ivingston took a deep interest in Masonry. It is 
a view of Navy Bay and the dockyard, and was taken about 1838. Some 
members of a Mighland corps are shown in the foreground. The site 
is that of the present Royal Military College. The three tentlike 
structures in the bay were anchorages for vessels. 

The dockyard bell was a relic of antiquity. It was captured by 
the British troops in Spain during the Peninsular war and is now in 
the possession of St. Mark's Anglican church at Barriefield, opposite 
Kingston. 

The next record of the lodge is contained in the minutes of 6th 
December, 1843, when an emergency was held at Bro. Jackson's house 
in Kingston. The minutes state: 

This meeting having been called for the purpose of re-opening and re- 
organizing St. John's Lodge. No. 5 (Prov. No.), it was moved by Bro. 
Oliver, and seconded by Bro. Olcott. that it is expedient at the present moment 
to re-organize St, John's Lodge, No. 5, under the autliority of the Warrant 
from the United Grand Lodge of Kngland, No. 758. 

" All the known members of said Lodge in the vicinity of Kingston have 
been notified." 

Bro, John Dean, who was present, announced that R. W. Bro. 
James Fitzg^ibbon, the P. D. G. M, of Upper Canada, was in waiting, 
and upon the object of the meeting: having been explained to him, 
cordially approved of re-organizing the Lodge." 

There were eight applications for membership at this meeting, 
and so great was the enth usiasm that R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon 
was 

" spontaneously elected a member of this Lodge with acclamation, and 
upon being severally balloted for each and everyone was elected unanimously." 

On the 6th December, 1843, t^^^ fii'st regular meeting after re- 
organization was held, at which fourteen members were present. It 
was resolved to re-organize St. John's lodge. No. 5, under the authority 
of the warrant from the United Grand Lodge of England, No. 758. 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANAOA. 


337 



22a 


338 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


Bro. John Dean, the Past Grand Secretary of the Provincial 
Grand lodge, was present, and cordially approved of re-organizing 
the lodge/' V. W. Bro. Bernard Turquand was also present, as was 
R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon, Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 
Bro. J. S. Brownrigg, of the Grenadier Guards, petitioned for initia- 
tion. Sir Richard Bonnycastle was elected W. M. and Bro. Robert 
Jackson, of the 71st Regiment, treasurer. It was decided to revise the 
by-laws and arrange for a suitable room for the meetings of the lodge. 

On the 15th December, 1843, an emergent meeting was called to 
attend the funeral of Bro. Robert Tolbert. The minutes state: 

" The Lodge was opened in the first degree, the procession duly formed 
according to the prescribed form in the Constitution, and preceded by the 
Amateur Band, in silence proceeded to the residence of our departed brother, 
where the ancient ceremonies having been performed the procession moved to 
St. George's Church, where the farewell service was performed after which 
the procession moved, to the Church Yard on Grave st. when after the Church 
service was performed by the officiating Clergyman, the Masonic service was 
impressively performed by Bro. Jackson, in conjunction with the brethren 
assembled around the grave, and the last tribute of respect paid according to 
ancient usage. After which the procession passed through Princess street to 
the residence of our departed brother, thence to Brother Olcott's, where the 
Lodge was opened on the second degree, and closed according to ancient 
usage." 

On the aist December a lodge of emergency was called to 
take into consideration a matter of some importance. It had been 
the rule to admit brethren by show of hands instead of by ballot, 
so at this emergent meeting it was resolved that the brethren who had 
been proposed on the 6th and 7th be balloted for in proper form. This 
was done and the officers were elected. 

The sketch of Kingston in 184:2 is taken from the north-west angle 
of Fort Henry, the highest point of ground on the east shore of Navy 
Bay, towards which the old fashioned lady and gentleman are looking. 
The stone ship, now part of the Royal Military College, is shown at 
the south end of Point Frederick; also the military cottages, now in 
good repair and occupied. The buildings to the north of the stone 
ship have been destroyed. On their site stands the main building of 
the College. Further north are the quarters of the commandant and 
officers of the institution, so that the appearance of Point Frederick 
has been greatly changed. In the centre of the picture may be seen 
the tower of St. George's cathedral, destroyed by fire in January, 
iSqq. 

It is the only distinctive feature on the city side of Cataraqui Bay, 
which separates Point Frederick from Kingston. The bridge across 
this bay, originally constructed by the Imperial authorities, is still 
in use. 

The memorial to the Grand Lodge of England, in accordance with 
the resolution of the lodge, was prepared and sent to England on the 
loth January, 1844. It reads: 

Kingston, Canada West, 

** loth January, 1844. A.L. 5844- 
To the Most Worshipful, the Grand Secretary of the United Fraternity 
of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of the United Grand Lodge of 
England. 
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Most Worshipful: 

We, the undersigned in the name and on behalf of St. John's Lodge, No. 
7S8, No. 5, Provincial, of Kingston, Canada, duly formed under a warrant from 
the Most Worshipful the late Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of 
England, His Royal Highness, Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex, and 
bearing date the twenty-third day of September, A.L. 5822, A.D. 1822, do 
hereby state that Lodge No. 5 was respectably supported and continued work- 
ing happily and harmoniously for many years till the year 1834, when its 
resident members not being sufficiently numerous to bear the expense of its 
hall, were obliged to part with the same hoping for better prospects, which 
having now arrived, and numerous applications from brethren having been 
made to the survivors to re-open St. John's, No. 5, they agreed, in presence 
of the Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master, so to do, as the lodge had not 
ceased work from criminal neglect or unmasonic conduct. 

** St. John's of Kingston, No. 5, has accordingly been re-opened in due 
form and the ofificers installed on St. John's Day, December 27th, 1843, the 
W. M. being in possession of the Warrant and having formerly passed 
through in regular order the necessary degrees in this his Mother Lodge. 

We, therefore, in the name and on behalf of the said lodge most respect- 
fully solicit the support and sanction of the United Grand Lodge of England 
to the measures thus adopted, and send a list of the members now present; the 
regular return to be forwarded at convenient season. 

All which the Brethren of St. John's Lodge, No. 758, Provincial No, S, 
respectfully submit. 

(Sd.) R. H. Bonnycastle, W. M. 
J. S. Cartwright, S. W. 
J. S. Brownrigg, J. W. 
John Dean, Secy. 

"W. H. White, Esq., 

R W. Grand Secretary, 

" London." 

On the i8th January, Bro. James A. Henderson, who had affili- 
ated as an E. A. of St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, was passed to the second 
degree and Mr. Stewart Derbyshire was initiated. 

On the 1st February, 1844, the Rev. Wm. Agar Adamson, who 
for years was chaplain of Parliament, was balloted for and accepti^d. 
as also was the Hon. William Henry Draper. On motion of Bro. 
Dean it was resolved that no degree work be done at the regular com- 
munication of the lodge, but that all degrees be conferred at emer- 
gencies. This was probably done in order that the social features of 
the evenings might not be interfered with. Bro. Hatch presented 
three candlesticks and also ballot boxes to the lodge, for which he was 
duly thanked. 

The Hon. William Henry Draper and the Rev. Wm. Agar Adam- 
son were initiated at the meeting on the 5th February, 1844. On the 
7th March, 1844, Bro. Brownrige presented, as a donation, jewels for 
the J. W. and inner guard, Bro. Cartwright for the S. W. and treasurer, 
and the W. M. a jewel for the tyler. 

The T4th March, 1844, was a memorable day in the history of No. 
5, for on It Mr. Alexander Campbell, barrister,' afterwards Sir Alex- 
ander Campbell, Maxwell William Strange, afterwards police mag-is- 
trate of Kmeston, and Mr. Micah Mason, brewer, were balloted for 
and accepted, and Henry Smith, Jr., afterwards Sir Henry Smith, 
:^peaker of the House of Commons, and John Alexander Macdonald, 
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afterwards the Rt. Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald, G. C. B,, were initi- 
ated, as was also Thomas Augustus Corbett, the sheriff of the Midland 
district. 

At an emergency held on the 21st March, 1824, Bros. Derbyshire, 
Daley, Adamson and Draper were passed to the degree of F. C. At 
the meeting of March 28th, 1844, Bros. Harington and others affiliated. 

On the 4th April, Miss Charlotte Bonnycastle presented a hand- 
some covering of white satin to the lodge, for which she received " the 
best thanks of the lodge." Bros. Thomas Douglas Harington, Kdward 
Kent and Thomas Ross, formerly members of Leinster lodge, and nine 
others, also members of that lodge, were proposed as members at the 
meeting of iith April and were duly accepted. Bro. Derbyshire, who 
years afterwards was Queen's Printer, donated 250 copies of the by- 
laws to the lodge, for which he was thanked. 

At the meeting of 22nd April, 1844, John Alexander Macdonald, 
Augustus Corbett and Henry Smith, junior, were passed to the second, 
degree. At the meeting of 3rd May, Bros, Adamson, Derbyshire and 
W. H. Draper, were raised to the third degree. A brother who entered 
the lodge in a state of intoxication and for contumacy " was sus- 
pended during the will of the W. M. On the lOth May, the lodge 
entertained, for the minutes state that the 

*' lodge was adjourned by order of the W. M, for a short space of time, 
and the room was thrown open to lady visitors, friends of M. M.'s of St. 
John's Lodge, No. 5." 

Bros. T. D. Harington, Ross and Kent donated a silver square 
and compass to the lodge. 

On the 14th May, 1844, a dinner was given by Bros. Oliver and Ol- 
cott at Daley's hotel. Bro. T. D, Harington was unable to be pre- 
sent and wrote to express his regret, at the same time ofTering a very 
handsome copy of the Holy Scriptures to the lodge, for which he was 
thanked in proper form. It was customary in those days to ballot for 
candidates for each degree. On the 21st May, 1844, Bro. Alexander 
Campbell and Bro. M. W. Strange were balloted for to receive the 
second degree, but it was not a fair ballot." 

At the meeting of 6th June, Bro. John Dean requested permission 
to withdraw from the lodge in consequence of having been removed 
to Montreal. Bro. Dean was an officer of the government. Leave 
was given, and it was directed that a letter, expressive of regret at his 
departure, should be sent to him. Bro. Dean had acted as secretary, 
and his place was filled by Bro. Shaw. 

At the meeting of 13th June, 1844, Mr. Marcus Rossin, the founder 
at a later date of the Rossin House in Toronto, was initiated, and at 
the meeting of 27th June, Bros. Alexander Campbell and Maxwell 
Strange, were passed to the second degree, and Bro. John Alexander 
Macdonald received the sublime degree of a Master Mason. 

On the 28th June, Bro. Henry Smith and Bros. Thomas A Cor- 
bett were raised to the third degree. On the ist August, Bro, Marcus 
Rossin presented a very handsome mallet for the use of the W. M. On 
the 22nd August, a communication had been received from the Deputy 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, with reference to the 
suspension of three brethren in lodge No. 283. It appears that two of 
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these brethren attended a lodge which was not recognized by Ireland 
and the third disobeyed a summons. The committee appointed to con- 
sider the matter recommended that each member address a reply by 
letter to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, as Lodge No. 5 cannot take ac- 
tion/' Bros. Alexander Campbell and Maxwell Strange were raised 
to the third degree at this meeting. 

At an emergency on the 19th November, 1844, the W. M. reported 
that no reply had been received to the communication addressed to the 
United Grand Lodge of Kngland, dated loth January, 1844, wherein 
the lodge requested recognition by the Grand Lodge of England. The 
secretary laid before the brethren another letter to the Grand Lodge 
of England, setting forth the urgent necessity of having a Provincial 
Grand Lodge. This letter was ordered to be printed and a copy for- 
warded to the different lodges in Canada, requesting their co-operation. 

On the 2nd January, 1845, the W. M. read a letter from the Grand 
Secretary of England, dated 3rd December, 1844, wherein he informed 
the lodge that it would be duly recognized," and directing that the 
number of this lodge be altered on the face of the warrant from 758 
to 491, which was done accordingly." 

On the 1 6th January, Bro. Stewart presented five volumes of Ma- 
sonic works JO the lodge. On the 23rd of the same month, an emergency 
meeting was called, at which was passed a resolution of sympathy 
with the widow and family of the late John S. Cartwright, who for 
many years had been a member of the lodge, and as a token of respect 
for the late brother the lodge was ordered to wear mourning for the 
space of sixty days. Bro. Cartwright had been an energetic member. 

On the 27th February, there was read a letter from the United 
Grand Lodge of England, acknowledging the receipt of moneys and 
enclosing certificates for the members. On the 6th March, a letter 
was read from Barton lodere at Hamilton with reference to the re- 
organization of the Provincial Grand Lodge. The minutes read: 

"A letter from Hamilton, C. W.. dated ist March, 1845, addressed to the 
W. M., was read, communicating^ a resolution passed by a lodg^e, styling ilself 
the Barton Lodge; ordered that such lodge not being known to this body, or 
the writer of the communication, it cannot be received." 

The action of St. John's lodge is such as would scarcely be ex- 
pected from a body which had been so long accustomed to Masonic 
M'ork. Up to 1 810 Barton lodge had been active, and after 1836 at its 
re-organization, contributed to the success of Masonry in the west, 
and it seemed scarcely fraternal that their communication should 
have been treated in such an abrupt manner. The succeeding meet- 
ings of the lodge were routine and for degree work. On June 6th, 
1845, however, another communication was received from Barton 
lodge, stating that Bro., Sir All an N. MacNab had received his 
diploma as Provincial Grand Master for Canada West from the 
United Grand Lodge of England/' At the same meeting the petition 
of Samuel Deadman Fowler was received, and at that of loth July he 
was duly initiated. Bro. Fowler took a great deal of interest in Ma- 
sonic work in connection with the investigation of the early history 
of the Craft. 

On the :23rd October, 1845, the W. M. read to the lodge a printed 
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communication, calling upon the masters and wardens to attend a 
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, to be held 
at Toronto on the fourth day of November of that year. On the 30th 
October the question of representation at the Grand Lodge came up 
for discussion. The W. M. stated that his public duties would pre- 
vent his attendance, and appointed as his representative Bro. Morris, 
Bro. Gunn to represent the senior warden and Bro. Henderson, the 
S. D., to represent the junior warden. These brethren were instructed 
to represent the lodge at the meeting at Toronto on the 4th Novem- 
ber, and also to bring before the Grand Lodge the necessity of a cur- 
tailment of expenses of subordinate lodges as to fees, and that the 
funds of benevolence should not be transmitted to Kngland from 
Canada, but should remain in the hands of the Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada West, for provincial purposes, and that they advocate the holding 
of the Grand Lodge every ensuing quarter at Kingston. The W. M. 
then ordered the respective delegates to the Grand Lodge of Canada 
to assume their respective jewels and the secretary to hand the war- 
rant, the minute book and copy of the by-laws to Bro. Morris, who 
received them into his custody in order to produce them at the Grand 
Lodge meeting. 

The meeting-places of St. John's lodge during the period of the 
second Provincial Grand Lodge were as follows: George Millward's, 
February, 1822, May, 1825. John McArthur's house, June, 1825, 
September 2nd, 1833. Olcott's Inn, October 3, 1833, 6th February, 
1834, and 15th December, 1843, 20th November, 1845. Bro. Jack- 
son's 'house, 6th December, 1843, December, 1843. 

The subsequent history of this lodge will be found in the records 
of the third Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The following is a list of the members of St. John's lodge during 
this period: 

1822. — (a.f.c.) John King:, James C. Babe, John Alley, Hiram R. Hareback, 
(a.) Ziba M. Phillips, (a.) Samuel Boyden, (a.) Benjamin Fairfield, Augustus 
Barber, (a.) John Misken, (a.) William Polly. 1823. — (a.) Hugh C. Thom- 
son, (a.) F. O. Fazewell, Ca.) William Frazier. 1824. — (a.) Stephen Miles, 
Daniel Ainsley, Robert Norton. 1825. — John Moran, Robert Magee Ritchie, 
(a.) George Smith, (a.) James Bain, (a.) Samuel C. Melhuish, (a.) Thomas 
Hill, (a.e.a.) Christopher Alex. Hagerman, (a.) James McKenzie, (a.) John 
Moore, (a,) — . Winniett, (a.) Stephen Yarwood, (a.) Patrick Corbett, (a.) 
Francis Raynes, Harry Smith. 1826. — (a.) John Gumming, (a.) John Gordon, 
(a.) Francis Archibald Harper. William Chambers, Peter Bernard. William 
Kvans, (a.) Robert Melleville, fa.) William Garratt, George Colls, (a.) John 
Strange, (a.) William Carroll, John Solomon Cartwright, (a.) Marshal S. Bid- 
well, (a.) George Hare, John Ashley. 1827. — Donald Bethune, Richard Henry 
Bonnycastle, (a.) Alexander Pringle, Thomas Fleming. 1828 — David Taylor, 
John Herd Lum, (a.) Thomas Handcock. 1829. — Edward Courtenary Crutten- 
den, (a.) George McKenzie. 1830. — Daniel Thompson, William P. Smith. 1831. 
— Francis Babe, John Butler Smith, Richard Wharton Ingoldby. Cassias 
William Bridge, William Kerr. 1833. — (a.) John Richard Joseph Fourre- 
1843.- — (a.) James Fitzgibbon, fa.) John Studholm Brownrigg, (a.) Edward 
James Elliott, (a.) Francis Howell, Ca.) Arthur Lowry Balfour, (a.) John 
Dean, fa.) Bernard Turquand, fa.) Henry Howard, fa.) William Hallowell. 
fa.) Thomas Orlanda Carter, fa.) John Elliott Carter. 1844. — (a.) William 
Kerns, (a.) Anthony Bandon Hawke, fa.) Thomas Phillips, fa.) Phillip St. 
Hill, (a.) John Ashley, fa.) Henry Joseph Morris, fa.e a.) James Alexander 
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Henderson, (a.) Chester Hatch, Stewart Derbyshire, (a.) James Edward 
Alexander, (a.e.a.) William Gunn, Joseph Henry Daly, William Agar Adam- 
son, William Henry Draper, (a.) George Grundy, Joseph Scobell, John Sweet 
Cummins, William Horsepool, (a.) Simon Sweetland, Wilfiam Henry Mc- 
intosh, Charles Stewart, Thomas Augustus Corbett, Henry Smith, Jr., 
John Alexander Macdonald, (a.) Matthew Thomas Hunter, (a.) Thomas 
Douglas Harington, (a.) Edward Kent, (a.) Thomas Ross, (a.) Thomas 
Allen Paul, (a.) William Joseph Goodeve, (a.) Joseph Breman Hall, (a,f.c,) 
Daniel T. Wotherspoon, (a.e.a.) Frederic C. Muttlebury, (a.) William Donald- 
son, (a.) Joseph Pierson, (a.) William Carter, (a.) Frederic Howard, Alex- 
ander Campbell, Hambden C. B. Moody, William Collie Menzies, Maxwell 
William Strange, Micah Mason, John Grist, Jeffrey Brock, William Rees 
Davies, (a.) John Carney, George Wheatley Yarker, Thomas Dowse, William 
Holditch, John Midcalf, (a.) Henry Wing, (a.) Samuel Robbins, (a.) John 
Phillips Bowyer Paleston, (a.) David Watson, (a.) Matthew White, Marcus 
Rossin. James Charles Prowse, (a.) Maitland Raynes, Thomas Drum- 
mend, Horatio Yates, John Harvey, William Radcliffe, Edward Utting. 1845. 
— (a.) Francis Milo, Samuel Campbell, John Wolfe, Richard Owen, Thomas 
Briggs, William George Hinds, Jacob Scholes Grundy, JoFTn Shaw, James 
Joseph Burrowes, Samuel Deadman Fowler, John Dewe, William Smith, (a.) 
Robert Sands, Francis B. Blennerhassett. 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF ST. JOHN'S LOPGE, 182245. 


Year. 


1822 June. 
Dec. 

1823 June. 
'* Dec. 


1834 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

x83->. 

1831 , 

1832 


W.M. 


Alex. J. Ferns . . . . 
Jno. Butterworth 



From this period the 
George Oliver. 

Sam'l C. Melhuish 

Stephen Yarwood .... . . 

Hugh C. Thomson. .... 


John Gordon 

Alex. J. Ferns. . . . . . 

Rd. H. Bonnycastle. 
John Gordon ....... 


James Meagher VVm. Donaldson. 

Benj. Fairfield George Oliver. 


1843. 

1844 

1845 


George Oliver 

officers were elected annu 
Hugh C. Thom-on. ... 

Jno, Butterworth 

Chris. A. Hagerman 

Thos. Hill 

|ohn Gordon . . ...... 

Donald Bethune 

Rd. H. Bonnycastle 

(jeorge Oliver 

George Colls ............ 


Hugh C. Thomson, 
ally. 

James Delay. 
Stephen Yarwood. 
John Gordon. 


Donald Bethune. 
Rd. H. Bonnycastle. 
Stephen Miler. 
John Gordon. 
John Butterworth. 


The I^odge was clos ed from this period until i 

Sir Rd. H, Bonnycastle. . fno, S. Cartwright Ij^o. S. Brownrigg. 

** . . Hy. J. Morris VVm. Gunn. 

Hy. J. Norris ......... Wm. Gunn j Hy. Smith, Jr. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Lodge, No. 759, K. R., No. 6, P. R., Fredericksburgk, Township 
OF Fredericksburgh, County of Lennox, 1822-45. 

Fredericksburgh is a village in the township of that name, in the 
county of Lennox. It is five miles east of the town of Napanee. The 
history of the lod^e at that place, as with that of many others, has been 
lost to the Craft by the absence of records, indeed, the only document 
that gives any information concerning the lodge is the original war- 
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rant from the Orand Lodge of England, issued on the 23rd September, 
1822, to ihe JLodge at Fredsburgh." This was intended to read 

±^redericksburgh/' i he warrant was issued to Bro. John Dafoe, 
W, M.; Cyrus Riggs, S. W. ; Joim G. Clute, J. VV.; JJuncan Bell, John 
Clapp, Ezra Mallony, John Kikely and others. 

1 he original lodge at Fredericksburgh was w arranted by R. W. 
Bro. WilUani Jarvis about 1812. But little of its work is known. Of 
the names of those who were connected with the first lodge, that of 

Br. C. D, Chute, Tyler/' is the only one given in the records of the 
second Provincial Grand Lodge (1822), although in 1820 Duncan 
Bell was the S. W. of the lodge. There is no record of the lodge at 
the revival in 1845 under Sir A. N. MacNab. 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 

ALDINGTON Lodge, No. 760, E. R., No. 7, P. R., at Bath, Town- 
ship OF Ernestown, County of Lennox. 

Bath is a village on the Bay of Quinte in the township of Ernes- 
town, county of Lennox, twelve miles south-east of Napanee, the 
countj^ seat, and three and a half miles south of Ernestown station on 
the line of the Grand Trunk, its nearest railway point. 

This lodge had the honor of moving in the direction of Craft re- 
organization in 181 7, and in 1822 when the second Provincial Grand 
Lodge was organized at York, W. Bro. John Dean was, with W. Bro. 
Turquand, appointed one of the Provincial Grand Secretaries. 

After the meeting of the provincial body, the w^ork of the lodge 
progressed, W. Bro. John Dean being duly re-elected and installed as 
the W. M. 

The following dispensation had been obtained in order that the 
lodge might continue as one of those on the roll, of the second Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge: 

Simon McGillivray, P.G.M. 

To all and every our Right Worshipful, worshipful and loving Brethren: 
I, Simon McGilHvray, Provincial Grand Master for the Province of Upper 
Canada, acting under His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke 
of Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of Arklow, Knight of the Most Noble 
Order of the Garter, etc., and Most Worshipful Grand Master of the United 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England: 
Send Greeting: 

Whereas the warrant hereunto annexed has been produced to me as the 
authority under which the Lodge No. 13 therein designated has been consti- 
tuted and heretofore acted, and an humble petition has been presented to me 
by Bro. John Dean as Worshipful Master, Bro. Isaac Jacquith. as Senior 
Warden, Bro. Daniel Rickey, as Junior Warden, Bros. William Cottier, Ben- 
jamin Fairfield, Wm. J. McKay, John C. Clark, Elias Price, Robert Clark, 
Thomas S. Wood and Christian Fry, as members of the above designated Lodge, 
praying for a warrant of constitution or such other authority as it may be 
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competent for me to grant, empowering: them to continue their meetings as 
a regular Lodge. Now know ye, that having taken the same into serious 
consideration, do hereby authorize and empower our said brethren and other 
regular members of the said Lodge, and those who hereafter shall become 
such, and as such shall be regularly reported to and registered in the books 
of the Grand Lodge of England, to continue their meetings and proceedings 
as a regular Lodge, and to enter, pass and raise Freemasons conformably to the 
laws and constitutions of the Grand Lodge, and not otherwise, and to do all 
such other acts as may lawfully be done by a regular Warranted Lodge. And 
I do hereby approve the election of officers made by the said Lodge, and do 
hereby appoint the said Brother John Dean, Worshipful Master, Bro. Isaac 
Jacquith, Senior Warden, and Bro. Daniel Rickey, Junior Warden, and direct 
that they and their successors duly elected and appointed shall continue in the 
said offices until such time as a Warrant shall be granted to their said lodge 
under the seal of the Grand Lodge of England. And for so doing, this dis- 
pensation shall be their sufficient authority to remain in force until such war- 
rant shall have been granted, but subject always to the approval of the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master. 

Given under my hand and seal at York in the said Province, this 21st Day 
of Sept., in the year of our Lord 1822, and of Masonry 5822. By command 
of the Right Worshipful Grand Master. 

James Fitzgibbon, D.P.G.M. 

John Dean, 

Bernard Turquand, G. Secretaries. 

At the meeting- of the 22nd February, 1823, the W. M, read a 
plan for establishing a school for the common branches of education," 
to be under the control of the lodge. The matter was laid over for 
consideration. The lodge had long considered the rebuilding of its 
lodge room, but various delays had intervened. At this meeting the 
W. M, said that a brother from Kingston had offered to lay the brick 
of the Masonic Hall for 15/- per thousand and board and find himseli 
attendance/' It was resolved at tfiis meeting that any brother con- 
victed of a criminal act in any Court of Justice is incapable of being 
admitted into Masonic meetings," 

On the 23rd April, 1823, it was ordered that " a copy of the by- 
laws be deposited in the Krnestown Library." In the MSS. is a letter 
from Bro, Thos. L. Woods, secretary of No. 13, written to an adjacent 
lodge, to the effect that the money (£3. 15. o.) sent by your lodge, to 
York, to the Grand Lodge, was in Kingston Bills, therefore, was not 
accepted.'' These were the bills of " The Pretended Bank of Upper 
Canada " at Kingston, an institution that failed. On the 24th Sep- 
tember, 1823, the contract for the building of the new hall was finally 
decided on, 

" Tt was motioned by Bro. Cottier, and seconded by Bro. J. C. Clark, that 
the same committee, appointed to purchase the brick, be also authorized to 
contract with some person to lay the foundation. Carried unanimously. It 
was motioned by B. W. M. that the dimensions of the new lodge be altered 
from forty feet long and twenty feet wide, to forty four feet long and twenty 
two wide." 

and on the loth December, 1823, 

" The committee appointed to cause a foundation for a Masonic Hall made 
a partial report that they had completed the foundation, except laying the 
corner stone, but not being able to make settlements with all whom they have 
employed, they could not make a full report until the next meeting of the 
Brethren, which will be St. John's." 


HISTORY OF FRKEMASONRY IN CANADA, 


347 


In January, 1822, charges were made by Bro. Thos. L. Woods, 
who had emigrated to the United States, against Bro, Williams. Bro. 
Dean, in writing of this brother, spoke of him in the highest terms as 
a man of irreproachable character. Shortly after his departure from 
Bath Bro. Woods wrote to the members of his old lodge. His letter 
had no reference to the dispute, but was so full of goodness of heart, 
and of the true inspiration of Masonry, that a perusal will be, not 
only entertaining, but instructive: 

" Kllisburgh, March 12th, 1824. 

"To the 

** Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren 

of Addington Lodge, No. 13. 
Dear Brethren; when I think of addressing von. I know not what langu- 
age to use to express my feelings towards you. Last fall, before I left you, I 
attended at the regular meeting, with the intention of addressing you person- 
ally, but when I saw you assembled, and, perhaps, for the last time that I might 
have the pleasure of meeting you, in the character of an assembled body of 
Masons, my fortitude, my confidence left me, and I withdrew from the social 
retreat with a heart fraught with pain. 

'* Failing in the attempt of addressing you personally, I intended to have 
written to you as soon as I should have settled in the county of Genesee, but 
disappointments awaited me. It pleased the Great Architect of the Universe 
to take from me my only son, a son whose name reminded me of two Masonic 
friends, with whom I have often taken sweet counsel. It greatly afflicted me. 
I then attempted to write to my Brethren, but could indite nothing to accord 
with the occasion. 

" But, Brethren, however afflicting, however dark and mysterious the 
dispensations of Providence may appear, yet I trust, if we walk uprightly, that, 
by degrees, we shall be enlightened, and although it may seem severe, yet, if 
we hold out with patience, we shall, in the end, know * That all is for the best.' 

*' Br., I beg the indulgence of your patience to hear one request, and if 
the request is inconsistent, I hope you will pardon the intrusion. 

Before I left Bath, I subscribed 7,000 shingles towards building the new 
Mall. The shingles would have cost me £2, 3s. gd., H. Currency. Before I 
came away, I paid Brother Butterfield, in behalf of the Lodge, a sum, I think 
a little over seven pounds, as per receipt left with Bro. Dean, and told him 
that I would let the Brethren know in what manner, and for what purpose I 
had done so. 

With submission to your better judgment, it is my wish that the sum 
of over six pounds may at present be applied towards the building the brick 
work of the Hall, and, when the upper part of the Hall, shall be completed, 
suitable for Masonic purposes, then, as soon as the state of the funds will per- 
mit, the aforesaid sum, over and above six pounds, shall be paid to Bro. John 
Dean, to be by him applied towards fitting a lower room of the Hall suitable 
for a common school, but, if the plan of having a school room should be given 
up, it is my wish that the money may be disposed of as I shall hereafter 
mention, 

'* It is painful for us frail creatures to look forward to the time, when we 
shall be called forth to have our work inspected by the Grand Overseer of the 
Universe, yet, painful as it is, if we are true craftsmen, we shall be found useful 
in the Heavenly Temple, and may God grant that such may be the case with 
the members of Addington Lodge, No. 13. In the common course of earthly 
events, we have a right to judge that the old will die before the young. It is 
my wish, that if our venerable patron, William Cottier, should be called to 
that country ' from whose borders no traveller returns,' that one pound 
of the remaining six pounds be appropriated towards erecting a monumental 
stone to his memory, and, if no other sum be added by the Lodge or others. 
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that such a stone of as good quality as the one pound will pay for may be 
erected, and if the school room be not adopted, that the sum, over and above 
the six pounds may be added to the one pound, and applied in the same manner. 
This is the extent of my wishes, with respect to the receipt left in Bro. Dean's 
charge. 

" Conscious of my own remissness, in performing the duties of Secretary 
in your Lodge, and fearful that others may, in some measure, be as lacking 
as I have been, I beg leave to suggest the propriety of establishing a by-law 
to the following effect. Article: That on each Lodge night, regular or 
emergency, before the Lodge is closed, the Secretary shall make and finish his 
entry of the proceedings of the evening, and read the same with an audible 
voice to the Lodge, that no omissions may take place, and the Lodge may 
rectify mistakes if any there be. ^ 

I hope the Brethren will forgive the liberty I have taken, and the only 
excuse I can plead is the good will I bear you. 

I can put my hand on my heart, and say with our ancient Brother: 

* Though I to foreign land should hie. 

Pursuing fortune's slipVy ba\ 
With melting heart and brimful eye, 

I'll mind you still when far awa'.' 

I should be happy to receive an answer from you, if it is not putting you 
to too much trouble. 

With sentiments of Brotherly love and affection, 

I remain. 

Your absent, fraternal Brother, 

Thos. L. Woods.'* 

P.S. — If you write, please let me know what the prospects are of build- 
ing the Hall. 

T.L,W." 

On the 17th May, 1824, the Craft of Bath was called upon to take 
part in a Masonic ceremonial, the first of the kind that had taken place 
in Upper Canada. The laying of a comer-stone of a court house and 
jail for the Midland district was to be the occasion for a gala day in 
that district, and Kingston the centre of attraction. The minutes are 
dated Kingston, 17th May, 1824, and the names of those present are 
given. The conchiding lines of the minutes read : 

" Formed in the procession, assisted in the ceremony, returned, after taking 
refreshment with the magistrates, &c., and closed." 

The 3rd of June in 1824 was an eventful one for the members of 
the fraternity in Bath, With what satisfaction did the brethren hail 
the day that would bring their friends from all parts of the country to 
see the corner-stone of the new edifice, dedicated to Craft purposes, 
laid with all the imposing honors of the fraternity. Good old Bro. 
John Dean felt that he indeed had been specially favored in his mission. 
He had inspired the Convention of 1817, and had been the moving 
spirit of the Provincial Grand Lodge. Upon hiin R. W. Bro, Simon 
McGillivray had relied for information, not to say advice, and, by his 
efforts, the first corner-stone for a Craft edifice was about to be laid. 
The announcement of the ceremonial had been heralded throughout 
the locality, and the farmers' waggons laden with the yeomen of the 
county, with their buxom wives and ruddy-faced daughters, crowded 
into Bath, on as beautiful a June day as Providence had ever blessed 
the land with. The old town was a busy place on that bright morning, 
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and the streets were lined with w^aggons and vehicles, and everyone 
seemed happ3^ The Kingston and Hallowell brethren were invited 
to take part, and the programme was most elaborate. The magistrates 
of the town had special places arranged for them, and the ladies of 
Bath were in conspicuous positions during the ceremony. The Kings- 
ton brethren had arranged to come down by steamboat, and a com- 
mittee was delegated to look after them on arrival. The boat was 
expected shortly after nine o'clock. The landing-place was crowded. 
The Kingston brethren, to a certain extent, were to be the admired of 
all admirers, and as guests would receive special attention. The 
watchers had not long to wait, for the steamer had left Kingston sharp 
on time. When the primitive piece of marine mechanism, its declc 
crowded with the Craft in regalia, arrived at the mud-cribbed wharf, 
amid a round of cheers, the brethren formed in line and marched to 
their allotted rendezvous. 

The brethren of Prince Kdward^s lodge, of Hallowell, also had 
arrived early in the morning, and were located at Bro. Peter Davy's. 
On the arrival of the steamboat the members of Addington lodge 
escorted lodge 283 I.R. to the same place, while lodge No. 6 was 
marched to Bro. A. P. Forward's. The officers of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, with R. W. Bro. Dean as Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master ,assembled in a vacant house belonging to Bro. Davy. Having 
formed in procession notice was sent to No. 283 and Prince Edward's 
lodge. These lod^eres marched to Bro. Forward's, and under a skilled 
marshal the line of march was taken up by No. 6 P. R. and No. 13 
P,R., followed by the magistrates of the township. The lodges were 
formed in the following order : 

2 Tylers. 

The Leinster Lodge, No. 283, Kingston. 
The Prince Edward's Lodge, Hallowell. 
Addington Lodge, No. 13, Bath. 
St. John's Lodge, No. 6, Kingston. 
The Builder, with mallet, Bro. Preston. 
The Superintendent of Works, with plan, Bro. Fields. 
The Directors of Ceremonies, Bros, J, C. Clark & Shaw. 

The Cornucopia, with corn, Bro. Sellars. 
The Ewer, with Wine & Oil, Bros. Graham & Meagher. 
The Grand Deacons, Bros. W. J. Fairfield & Ferns. 
The Provincial Grand Secretary, with Book of Constitution, Bro. Thomson. 
The Provincial Grand Treasurer, with staff, Bro. Olcott. 
The Provincial Grand Chaplain, Rev. Bro. William Smart. 
Provincial Grand Junior Warden, Bro. B. Fairfield. 
Provincial* Grand Senior Warden, Bro. Price. 
Steward HOLY BIBLE. Steward. 

Bro. Fraser. with Bro. Farewell. 

Square & Compasses, 
Carried by Bro. Schofield. 
The Grand Sword Bearer, Bro. Daley, 
The Acting Deputy Provincial Grand Master, W. Bro. John Dean. 
The Two Stewards. Bros. Evans & Collins. 
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The Grand Tyler, Bro. Asselstine. 
The Magistrates. 
Clergy and Gentlemen of Distinction. 
C' McKenzie, Esq. 
Thos. Empey, Esq. 
John Carscallon, Esq. 
Robert Williams, Esq. 

The procession then moved through Main street and up Church 
street, through Academy street, and at the triumphal arch the proces- 
sion opened and faced inwards, the Provincial Grand Lodge passing 
through and around the foundation and ascended the platform. The 
lodges continued marching around until the rear of the procession 
was opposite the corner-stone, when the brethren halted and faced 
inwards, and the ceremony was proceeded with. 

At the foundation-stone the fraternity was received by the ladies 
of the town, amid the eager curiosity of about a thousand spectators 
who had assembled to witness the ceremonial. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge and the Craft opened up, passing 
under the upraised wands of the stewards, ascended the platform, the 
brethren marching around the foundation and halting when the com- 
plete circle had been made. 

W. Bro. Dean then read the following dispensation from R. W. 
Bro. Fitzgibbon : — ■ 

Whereas application has been made to me by the Brethren of Addington 
Lodge No 13, for license to lay the foundation stone of a Masonic Hall for 
the use of said lodge to be erected in Bath; Therefore, to all whom it may 
concern. Greeting. Be it known that I, James Fitzgibbon, Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, constituted 
under the authority of the United Grand Lodge of Kngland, do hereby em- 
power and authorize the officers and brethren of said Addington Lodge, No. 
13, with the assistance of such present or past Provincial Grand officers as 
may be present, and such other of the brethren of our lodges as may, by said 
Addington Lodge be requested to attend, to open a Provincial Grand Lodge, 
to form a public procession, and to lay the foundation stone of said Masonic 
Hall, in Ancient Masonic Form, and said Addington Lodge by their Master, 
are hereby directed forthwith after the ceremony to report to me their proceed- 
ings, under the dispensation, and for performing all the constitutional and 
ancient ceremonies proper on the occasion, this shall be sufficient authority. 
Given under my hand at York, this 14th Day of April in the year of our Lord 
1824. 

James Fitzgibbon, D,P.G.M. 

" John Dean, 

" Provincial Secy/' 

Then, after an invocation by the Grand Chaplain, and the usual 
ceremonies prescribed by the rules of the Grand Lodge of England, 
the stone was declared well and truly laid, the following parchment 
being deposited in the cavity, along with current coins, the proceed- 
ings of the Provincial Grand Lodge and the Kingston papers. The 
scroll read : 

BY THE FAVOR OF ALMIGHTY GOD. 
The foundation stone of this Masonic Hall, 
erected by Addington Lodge, No. 13, 
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was laid according to the ancient usages of Free and Accepted Masons 

BY MR. JOHN DEAN, 
Provincial Grand Secretary, 
on this occasion Acting- Deputy Provincial Grand Master of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, 
assisted by the Brethren of 
St. John's Lodge, No. 6, Prov'l Registry; No. 758 on the Registry of England; 
Addington Lodge, No. 13, Prov'l Registry, No. 760 on the Registry of 

England ; 

Prince Edward Lodge, No. 5, Prov'l Registry, No. 772 on the Registry of 

England, and 

Leinster Lodge, No. 283 on the Registry of Ireland, on Thursday the third 
day of June, in the year of Our Lord 1824, and of Masonry 5824, and in the 
Fifth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord and King, George The Fourth, 
by dispensation from The Right Worshipful James Fitzgibbon, Esq., Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master. 

The Right Worshipful Simon McGiliivray Prov'l Grand Alaster. 
His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex, Most 

Worshipful Grand Master of England. 
His Most Excellent Majesty, George Augustus Frederick 

IV. 

of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

KING, 
Grand Patron of Masonry. 

The ceremonies were exemplified in a manner creditable to the 
Craft and particularly pleasing to the masons of Bath, the visitors 
and the assembled multitude. The v^ork being finished, the proces- 
sion of brethren marched around the stone three times, during which 
time the ladies were escorted to the Academy, followed by the brethren, 
where a short service was held by the Rev. Bro. Wm. Smart, after 
which the different lodges were marched to their meeting-places and 
refreshments of a simple character served, at the conclusion of which 
Nos. 6 and 283 were escorted to the steamboat. Thus ended an event- 
ful day in the Craft history of Bath. 

In December of 1824 an emergency was called for the purpose 
of completing arrangements for finishing the Masonic hall. The new 
lodge building, which was the first brick building erected in Upper 
Canada expressly for Masonic purposes, was four years in course of 
construction. 1 he structure was in use for many years, but finally it 
fell into decay, and was torn down by R. P. Davy, son of Bro. Peter 
Davy, who originally owned the site and had given it to the brethren. 

The minutes of 21st Dec, 1825, the MSS. we have being dated 
30th June, 1825, show a change in the number of the lodge. It is now 
called Addington Lodge. No. 7." This was caused by the re- 
numbering of lodges under the Provincial Grand Lodge. At the 
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge held at York on the 8th July, 
1823, it is registered as " No. 13." At the meeting of i8th January, 
1826, it was 

Motioned by Bro. Price, that, if the General Fund is sufficient, that 

arrears due P. G. L. be transmitted to Bro without delay, and our 

warrant obtained, and Bro. Dean directed by W. M. to make out returns to 
the P. G. L. in due form." 
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At the meeting of 15th February, 1826, an invitation was read 
from the secretary of Leinster lodge, requesting the presence of the 
members of Addington lodge, at the organization under dispensation 
of that lodge on the 23rd of February. Leinster lodge was held under 
a military warrant from tiie Grand Lodge of Ireland, and, at this 
time, desired to be placed upon the registry of Upper Canada. 

At the meeting of 14th June, 1826, a letter was read from Bro. 
Turquand, the Provincial Grand Secretary, at York, requesting the 
amount of dues to be transmitted and the warrant to be taken 22nd 
March, 1826." This referred to the new warrant from the Grand 
Lodge of England. 

At the meeting on 12th July, 1826, Mr. George Macaulay, who 
was afterwards a prominent member of the lodge and of the legal pro- 
fession, was received, and he was accepted at the meeting on the i6th 
August. 

On the 13th Sept., 1826, at the regular meeting, it was decided to 
call an emergency for Wednesday, the 20th, to collect the dues, and 
receive the warrant from the Grand Lodge of England. The 23rd 
Sept., 1826, an emergent meeting was held. V. W. Bro. John Dean 
was in attendance, clothed in the regalia of his office, as Provincial 
Grand Secretary. He presented to the lodge the warrant from the 
Grand Lodge of England, and explained its value to the brethren, 
placing as it did the lodge in the same rank as any other legally con- 
stituted authority in the Grand jurisdiction, Bro. Dean also exempli- 
fied the work of the first degree by initiating Mr, George Macaulay. 

In June, 1827, the lodge had an application from a committee on 
behalf of the Presbyterian church, to lay the foundation of a new build- 
ing- for worship. The lodge passed a resolution to attend if other 
lodges would assent, particularly lodge No. 6, at Fredericksburgh, as 
the latter lodge had, for some reason, declined to take part. 

On the 13th June, 1827, we have a letter, dated Kingston, and 
signed John Willis, Sec, pro tern.,*' to the effect that he was directed 
by the W. M. of the Lodge of Concord to write to Addington lodge 
agreeing to take part in the ceremony. There is nothing in the MSS. 
that gives a clue to the Lodge of Concord/' There is also a letter 
dated T3th June, 1827, sig:ned by A. J. Ferns," of No. 5, at Kingston, 
advising ag'ainst the undertaking 

" lest we should fall short in making that appearance we would wish to. We 
are well aware that we should be intruded on by those people here who call 
themselves Knight Templars, who are principally composed of excluded mem- 
bers, or those (who in our Prov. G. Master's opinion ought to be expelled), 
They have already intruded on us on two former occasions, and are now more 
than ever bent on doing it again. I am in fear we shall never be able to turn 
out without the danger of being annoyed by those people, unless our Prov. 
G. can find some means of putting a stop to them. 

" I am, Dear Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

A. J. Ferns." 

The Knights Templars apparently did not stand in high esteem 
with some of the authorities of the Provincial Grand Lodge. It is 
certainly peculiar to read the remarks of Bro. Ferns, for he resided in 
what may be $aid to have been the birthplace of Templarism in Canada. 
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The MSS. furnish the following letter from a Bro. Clarke, of 
Hillier, who, it appears, had been charged with more dues than he 
cared to pay, and threatened to plead " the baby act," unless his dues 
were remitted. He was willing to pay the amount of a note, and says: 

The last time I attended your Lodge, I found you had saddled me with 
a considerable sum down under your by-laws, which I thought, and still think, 
I had no right to pay. This sum you stated would have to be paid, together 
with my two last degrees, for which I gave my note, ere I could obtain a 
regular discharge. If you can give me a discharge, on payment of those 
degrees, without interest, I will pay it for discharge, and if not you may com- 
mence an action and I will defend, and you will find it was an unlawful trans- 
action of the Lodge, in initiating me while a minor, as also taking a note, 
while under age, which you was aware of." 

Your obedient servant, 
Mr. John Dean. Geo. A. Clarke. 

In October, 1827, it was ordered that the dues of the lodge be 
collected and " paid over into the hands of Bro. Dean on or before 
the 25th inst. in order to receive the warrant of the United Grand 
Lodge of England/' 

On the 7th Jan., it was resolved that the lodge be requested to 
make arrangements with the postmaster for the postage of all letters 
addressed to the lodge, the postage to be paid quarterly. At the meet- 
ing of 4th April, the lodge went into mourning for the Duke of York. 

The new lodge room had not been completed, although the mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church desired to rent the lower part 
of the building. .This being announced in the lodge, it was 

" Moved by Bro. Dean and seconded by Bro. Cottier, that the Standing 
Committee be directed to offer the lower part of our building to be occupied 
as a place of public worship by the Methodist Epis. Church, twice in each 
week for the space of two years in consideration of that society's laying the 
two floors in a workmanlike and substantial manner, and that the said stand- 
ing committee be authorized to make such an arrangement with a committee 
of the M. K. C. as may be calculated to establish a perfect understanding as 
to the original intentions of this Lodge, between the two societies, and report 
at next communication/' 

On the 6th June the agreement with the Methodist Hpiscopal 
church was ratified. The W. M. attended the meeting of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge at Kingston on the 27th August. 

The meetings during 1827-28 were routine and for degree work, 
A memorandum on 25th March, 1828, reads: " Regular communica- 
tion — Bro. Dean only appeared — April, no meeting/' At the meeting 
of 28th May, 1828, members were ordered to pay their quarterages/' 
or they would be reported to the Provincial Grand Lodge " as refrac- 
tory members.'^ 

The Masonic hall, or as it was called, St. John's Hall/' was occu- 
pied by the lodge for the first time on the gth August, 1828, as the 
minutes read: "Bath, 9th August, 1828, Addington lodge assembled 
in the lower part of the Masonic hall and opened on the third degree/' 
The lodge had been called together to pay the last offices of respect to 
the late W. M., W. Bro. George Macaulav. The Kingston lodges 
were present. TTie St. John's, No. 5, opened at Bro. Davy's, and "the 
Lodge of Concord " at Bro. Forward's. 
23 a 
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The lodg-e room was built on the site of the old hall, which had 
been destro3^ed by fire in 1821. It stood at the head of what was called 
Lodg-e street, and was built of brick. In size it was 30 ft. x 60 and was 
two stories in height. The main entrance was on the west side, the 
building* standing; due east and west. Just over the main entrance was 
a block of limestone, on which was inscribed: 

ADDINGTON LODGE, 
No. 760, 
A. L. 5824. 



The Masonic Hall at Bath, 1824. 


There were five windows on the north and south sides in the upper 
story, and two in the west side in the upper story, with a side door 
on the west side. The roof was of the cottage description, and in the 
centre was a cupola, covered with tin. The chimney was at the east 
end of the building*. Three stone steps led up to the main entrance. 

The Provincial Grand Lodgq had been called at York for the 
22nd Sept., 1828, but of this meeting- there is no record, as the pro- 
ceeding's were not printed and the original MS. was sent to R. W. 
Bro. Simon McGillivray in England. 

On the 7th Sept., 1829, an emergent meeting was called in con- 
sequence of a summons for representing our lodge in Provincial Grand 
Lodge to be held in Kingston, on Monday, 21st Sept." The furnish- 
ing of the Masonic hall still occupied the minds of the brethren. Bro. 
Dean at this meeting moved that the former committee 

" for contracting" for gettin^^ the Lodge room in order be continued for the 
purpose of endeavouring^ to furnish the room in a proper manner, with power 
to solicit subscriptions from brethren, only to obtain such assistance as may 
be voluntarily offered from the Lodge in Kingston, and to contract with some 
competent joiner to finish the hall." 
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The sum of £2 3s. 6d. was presented to Bro. George Davy for 
tiie relief " of hiniseit and tamily, who •* had the misfortune to have his 
Clothing and tliat of Ins tamily stolen." 

At the meetnig of the lodge in St. John's hall, on 19th Oct,, 1831, 
it appears from the proceednigs tliat the Craft was in danger of losing 
its home, for, on motion of VV\ Bro. A, B. Hawke, a conniiittee was 
appointed to ascertain the linancial state of the lodge and 

"to ascertain what arrangement can be made with the Methodist Society in 
the event of the lodge being sold, and to ascertain what sum may be obtained 
from the lodge, provided an arrangement can be made with the Methodist 
Society in the event of the lodge being sold, and to ascertain what sum may be 
obtained from the lodge, provided an arrangement can be made with the 
Methodists." 

At the meeting of 9th Dec. the W. M. was authorized to offer 
to the Board of Jrlealth of Bath the use of the building." The lodge 
was meeting in the unfinished hall, for at the meeting of ^9th Sept. ' a 
metal stove " was sold and " two sheet iron stoves ' purchased, and 
the W. M. w^as authorized to get the west end of the lodge room 
plastered." 

The next meeting recorded is that of 6th Nov:, 1831, when the 
report of the committee which was to ascertain the financial condition 
of the lodge was to report. This not being received it was resolved 

That the subscription for building^ the lodg^e be produced, and each 
brother who has paid receive an equal proportion according to what he has 
paid, with all other claims when the lodge should be sold." 

At the meeting of i8th January, 1832, it was finally decided to 
sell the hall. It was resolved that Bro. Peter Davy be allowed to pur- 
chase it at a price to be appraised by mechanics chosen by the lodge, 
and that each creditor receive a dividend according to his claim. At 
th-? regular meeting on the 15th February, 1832, how^ever, the proceed- 
ings of the last meeting were reviewed and the lodge refused to con- 
firm what had been done, but declared the proceedings ''null and void/' 

At the meeting of 14th March, 1832, the question of disposing of 
the building was again discussed, but no action was taken. 

An epidemic of cholera swept Upper Canada this year, and build- 
ings were required as hospitals. At the meeting of 14th July, 1832, 
it w^as, therefore, resolved to of¥er the building for this purpose. Bro. 
Dean wrote protesting against the transaction of any business. This 
is the last record of the lodge. 

The title page of the last minute book contains the following in- 
scription : 

Records Addington Lodge, Provincial No. 7, 1829 to 1832, Presented to 
Maple Leaf Lodge, warranted by the Grand Lodge of Canada in i860. By Bro. 
William J. Fairfield." 

After the building passed out of the hands of the lodge it was used 
as a school room from about 1838 to 1840, and, afterwards, the Metho- 
dists held service in the lower room. At the time of the rebellion (1837) 
soldiers were quartered in the building. It was eventually torn down 
by R. P. Davy, son of the late Peter Davy, who originally owned the 
site, when the lot again became farm land, 

This concludes the history of Addington lodge. All the old mem- 
bers of No. 13 are dead. The last of the Craft pioneers, Bro. Colman 
Bristol, died in 1888. The second lodge at Bath, that organized under 
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the Grand Lodge of Canada, has in its possession a stone on which 
are the inscription of the old hall and the name and number of the 
lodge This is deposited in the north-east corner of the lodge room in 
Bath. The continuation of the history of Masonry in Bath will be 
found under the period devoted to the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

During this period Addington lodge met in the Masonic Hall 

already referred to. x j t^t 

The following is a list of the members of Addington Lodge, No. 
760, E.R.. No. 7, P.R., Bath, 1822-30. 

ig22 Wm J. Fairfield, J. S. Harmans. 1823 — Bradford Chamberlain, 

John Chamberlain. 1825— John Fralick, John Acker. 1826— Rev. J. Hough- 
ton, Geo. McKenzie, Geo. Macaulay. 1827 — A. B. Hawke, Geo. Davey, John 
Redmond White, Simon Henry Macaulay. 1828 — David Lockwood Fairfie;d. 
1829 — ^Jacob Hillman, Isaac Lewis. 1830 — B. Booth. 

Meetings were held at Bath on the following dates: — 
23 October, 1822; 27 November, 1822; 25 December, 1822; 27 December, 
1822; 22 January, 1823; 19 February, 1823; 29 March, 1823; 23 April, 1823 ; 
21 May, 1823; 9 June, 1823; 18 June, 1823; 16 July, 1823; 23 September, 1823; 
24 September, 1823; 12 November, 1823; 10 December, 1823; 27 December, 
1823; 14 January, 1824; 18 February, 1824; 10 March, 1824; 7 April, 1824; 17 
May, 1824; 3 June, 1824; 9 June, 1824; 4 August, 1824: i September, 1824 ; 
7 October, 1824; 3 November, 1824; i December, 1824; 7 December, 1824; 30 
Tune. 182=;; 21 December, 1825; 18 January, 1826; 15 February, 1826; 22 March, 
1826; 19 April, 1826: 14 June, 1826; 12 July 1826; 16 August, 1826; 13 September, 
1826; 23 September, 1826; 8 November, 1826; 13 December, 1826; 7 Janu- 
ary, 1827; 10 January, 1827; 27 January, 1827; 7 March, 1827; 4 April, 1827; 9 
May, 1827; 7 June, 1827; 4 July, 1827; i August, 1827; 29 August, 1827; 3 
October, 1827; 31 October, 1827; 9 November, 1827; 28 November, 1827; 26 
December, 1827; 30 January, 1828; 27 February, 1828; 28 May, 1828; 9 Au- 
gust, 1828; 19 November, 1828; 17 December, 1828; 14 January, 1829; 18 
March, 1829; 13 May, 1829; 10 June, 1829; 15 July, 1829; 12 August, 1829; 
7 September, 1829; 7 October, 1829; 19 October, 1829; 9 December, 1829; 3 
March, 1830; 7 April, 1830; 2 June, 1830; 29 September, 1830: 22 December, 
1830; 25 May, 1831; 16 November, 1831; 18 January, 1832; 15 February, 1832; 
14 March, 1832; 11 April, 1832; 9 May, 1832; 14 July, 1832. 

ROLL OK OFFICERS OF ADDINGTON LODGE No. 760 E.R., AND No. 7 P.R.» 

BATH, 1822-30. 


Year, 

W. M. 

S.W, 

J.W. 

Treas. 

Sec 

June, 1822 . , . . 

Dec, •* 

June, 1823.... 

Dec, 

June, 1824 .... 

Dec, *' 

June, 1825 

Dec. .... 
Tune, 1826. . . . 
Dec, 

lohn Dean .... 
«t 

i i 
« ( 

Isaac Jacquith . 
B. Coleman.. . . 

Daniel Rickey.. 
W. J. Fairfield 

C. Fry 

A. P. Forward. 
W. Cottier 

Thos. L. Wood 
1 4 

C ( 

< c 
<c 

A. p. Forward. 
W. J. Mackay. 
W. J. Fairfield. 

W. Fairfield. . . 
M, Asselstine. . 
John Dean ... 

M. Asselstine . . 

E. Price . 

G. Macaulay. . 

< 1 

< t 

J. Channberlain 
E. Price. ..... 

W. Cottier 

tc 
1 < 

C(. 

Dec, 

lune, 1828 .... 

John Dean . . , . 

Elias Price .... 

Anth'y Hawke. 


W. J, Fairfield. 

"Dec , ' * 

June, 1829... 

Anth'y Hawke 

W. J. Fairfield. 

Jno. R. White. 

Elias Price .... 

Benj. Fairfield. 

Dec, " 

Anlh'y Hawke 


S. H. Macaulay 

W. J. Fairfield 

Benj. Fairfield. 


S. H Macaulay 
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Yean 


June, 
Oec, 
June, 
Dec. , 
June, 
Dec, 
June, 
Dec, 
June, 
Dec, 
June, 
Dec, 
June, 
Dec , 
June, 
Dec, 
June, 
Dec, 


1822 . 

1823! 

1824. 

1825 . 
k i 

1826. 
i ( 

1827. 
( i, 

1828 ; 
14 

1829. 
1830' 


S.D. 


Elias Price 

C. Fry 

Elias PFice, 


D. Rickey 

C. Fry [ [ 

Coleman Bristol. 


Coleman Bristol. 


Coleman Bristol. 


J no. Dean. 


J.D. 


Christian Fry . 
J. D. Rickey, . 


E. Price ..... 
C. Bristol V.V. 
J no. C. Clark. 


B. Chamberlain. 
J no. Dean 


Tyler. 


J no. George 

J no. Hill 

J no, George 

J no. Hill 

J no. George 


Geo. Davey. 
Geo. Davey. 


Geo. Davey. 
Geo. Davey . 


Inner Guard. 


J no. Chamberlain. 
Jno. R. White. 
S. H. Macaulay. 
Jacob Hillman. 


CHAPTER XXXV. 

Lodge, No. 761, E.R., No. 8, P.R., at Grimsby, Township of 
Grimsby, County of Lincoln, 1822-27. 

The history of the lodge at Forty Mile Creek," which was war- 
ranted under R. W. Bro. Wm. Jarvis, as the first Provincial Grand 
Master of Upper Canada, has already been given from 1799 until 1822, 
when the second Provincial Grand Lodge was warranted under R. W. 
Bro. Simon McGillivray. The reader need scarcely be reminded that 
No. 15, P.R., now No. 7, P.R. and No. 761, E.R., was one of the most 
important lodges in the Niagara district, nor that up to the death of 
R. W. Bro. Jarvis it was loyal to that officer, but that after his death 
it allowed its connection with the schismatic Grand Lodge at Niagara 
to continue, being duly represented at the meetings of that body up 
to T817, when a delegate was sent to the Kingston Convention. From 
that date it renounced the Niagara coterie, and, finally, after the arrival 
of R. W. Bro. McGillivray, affiliated with the newly-formed Provincial 
Grand Lodge, which was reorganized at York on the 23rd Sept., 1822. 
It is from this date that we take up the work of this well known lodge. 

In the minutes of these meetings there is nothing except the 
ordinary routine and degree work from the time of the reorganization 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge. At the meeting of 24th April, 1823, 

It was then the received opinion of the brethren present that the lodge 
would be called upon shortly by the G. L. of Upper Canada, to send in a list 
or return of the members composing this lodge, to be transmitted to Europe, 
therefore, it would be expedient that those brethren, who wish to have their 
names enregistered in the Grand Lodge in England, should now signify the 
same, and also to be prepared to pay the fees required, when called for, which 
motion was put and carried/' 
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At the meeting of 19th June, 1823, a letter fronri the Provincial 
Grand Lodge was then read, summoning this lodge to be duly repre- 
sented in the P. G. at York, on Tuesday, the 8th of July next/' On 
the 24th June, Motion being made and seconded that this lodge be 
summoned to meet on the 5th of July next, to choose representatives 
to meet the P. G. L. Motion was carried affirmatively." And at 
tho meeting of 5th July it was carried that Bro. K. Pilkington should 
rej)resent this lodge in the P. G. L. at York, on Ttiesday, the 8th of 
July next, agreeable to notice." 

The lodge was duly represented by the W. M. at York, for on 
17th July, that officer ''made his report respecting his representation 
in the G. L., and presented a receipt from the G. I^. for money trans- 
mitted for four pounds, one shilling and eighteen pence currencv/' 

At the meeting of iith December, 18:23, a petition from Wm. 
Howard to become a member was ordered to lie over for considera- 
tion.'* It may well have been so dealt with. It is another curiosity 
of literature, and entertaining at that. It reads: 

" To the Worshipful Master, and Brethren of Union Lodge, number 
fifteen, in Grimsby, County of Lincoln, District of Niagara and Province of 
Upper Canada. 

The petition of William Howard, hatter. Township of Grimsby, Humbly 
Sheweth, 

That your Petitioner has been a Mason for Twenty Years and upwards, 
and is in good standing with his lodge, and (he believes) with the Craft in 
General, That he now resides, and expects to continue for some time in 
Grimsby, and unwilling * To stand all the day idle' by remaining stationary 
but wishing rather to be under the tuition of a Master who may promote his 
advancement, and facilitate his progress to the East, Besides, having always 
understood that, should he, by the casualties and fluctuations of Fortune, be 
reduced to penury and distress, that he is entitled to pecuniary aid, from the 
Funds of the Institution, and (if rightly informed) unwilling to be indulged in 
such claim, without contributing his mite to the support of the Craft, he is. 
therefore, desirous of being admitted a member of your Honourable Body. 
And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Wm. Howard." 

" Grimsby, 8th Deer., 1823." 

Bro. Howard was subsequently admitted as a member. At the 
meeting- of nth March, 1824, a communication was read from the 
G. L., dated 30th Jan., 1824, together with the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge at York, of the 8th and 9th of July, 1823/' 

At the meeting of 6th May, 1824, the lodge' did Craft work from 
two until three o'clock, and then opened "in'the M.D.*^ The work 
in the Mark degree was carried on with the regular lodge work, which 
was probably in order to secure a good attendance. At the meeting 
of the Mark lodge, Bro. Jonathan Woolverton, who had labored so 
faithfully for the success of No. 15, " requested the indulgence of the 
lodge that he might be exempted from paying regular fees, only when 
he attended, in consequence of his age, which was put and carried.'' 

At the meeting of 8th July, 1824, the W. M. addressed the lodge 
on the necessity and propriety of having their names enregistered in 
the Grand Lodge, to which proposition the . . . " brethren 
assented." 
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After the meeting of 4th August, 18:24, the lodge opened in the 
Mark degree, but no business of moment occurring " the lodge 
closed. On the ^nd Sept. there not being a sufficiency of members 
to open a lodge, they retired/' On Oct. 27th the lodge had another 
meeting of the i\Iark lodge. On the 2nd of December a new set of 
by-laws was compiled and confirmed, in which the authority of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge was duly acknowledged. 

On the 30th Feb., 1825, the lodge changed its meeting-place to 
the inn of Bro. Jacob Nelles, Grimsby. Mr. John Wright had been 
proposed in 1823, but he was objected to by Bro. John Connolly, and 
was not initiated. In 1825 the objecting brother changed his opinion, 
and sent the following unique letter to the lodge: 

Louth, March 2d, 1825. 
"Worship and Brethren [ was up with you about 2 years ag^o, and 

spoke against John Wright, of 12 Mile Creek, and, since that time, I find no 
fault in the Man. You may do and should do justice. 

I remain a friend to Hiram, 

John Connolly. 

" N.B. What I was informed, I found it was all wrong about him. 

John Connolly." 

On the 3rd March, 1825, a brother applied for permission to visit 
No. 15, but having acknowledged that the lodge, to which he be- 
longed, has not complied, nor come under the jurisdiction of the pre- 
sent G. L,, it was thought proper to reject him.'" 

At a meeting of the lodge, held in September, 1825, a letter was 
read from the Grand Secretary, notifying the lodge of the meeting of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge at York on the 12th Sept. The W. M. 
was ordered to send the proceedings of the last St. John's Day to the 
Grand Lodge at York, with the reasons why the lodge was not repre- 
sented.'' The minutes referred to do not give any clue as to the reason 
why the lodge was not represented. In the MS. we have a letter dated 
19th September, 1825, summoning the brethren for a meeting on the 
32nd, with the admonition : 

" Herein fail not, as this will be the last call, and the blame your own if 
you are left out of the Lodge. All those that do not have their names re- 
turned will be Debarred the privilege of the Lodge in future by order of the 
Worshipful Master/' 

On the 15th May, 1826, a letter was read from the Grand Secre- 
tary of the Provincial Grand Lodge of the 22nd March last, on the sub- 
ject of the Grand Lodge dues now unpaid, and concerning the warrant 
for this lodge, which is ready to be issued," 

" It was then moved by Bro. Pilkington, seconded by Bro. Kitchen, that 
the next St. John's Day be named for the collection of all dues due the Grand 
Lodge to that date, and that the same, with the necessary return, be forwarded 
to the Grand Lodge. Also that a letter be written to the Grand Secretary of 
the G. Lodge, apprising him of the intention of this lodge on the subject." 

Up to this date the lodge had worked under a dispensation, await- 
ing the arrival of the warrant from England. On the 17th August, 
18:26, Bro. Hixon, who represented the lodge at York, ''brought the 
warrant from York, which was executed in England on the 23rd Sept., 
T822/' 
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It is impossible to say why the warrant issued in London on Sep- 
tember 23rd, 1822, did not reach Grimsby until 1826. On the 25th 
July, 1826, the brethren met to take into consideration the contents 
of a letter from the Grand Lodge at York, requesting a representative 
from our lodge, also the money due/' 

None of the lodges were over prompt in the payment of dues. At 
this meeting it was decided to select and obtain a brother to repre- 
sent this lodge at the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge on the 
31st inst/' Bro, Hixon was the brother so selected. 

'* Bro. Gardner intending to travel into the United States, it was unani- 
mously agreed that the W. M. should endeavor to obtain one from the G. L, 
for him, the expense being half-a-dollar/' 

The explanation of this paragraph is that what was known as a 
travelling certificate " was to be obtained for Bro. Gardner. At the 
meeting of 27th February, 1827, after routine, "the lodge then closed 
in perfect harmony, the expense of the night being two quarts of 
whiskey and one of gin." It must have been perfect harmony. Not- 
withstanding that liquor was used at all meetings it was with modera- 
tion. The cases of indulgence to excess were exceptional. 

This lodge was dormant from 1827 until 1854, and its history from 
that date will be found in the period devoted to the Grand Lodge of 
Canada. 

List of Members of Union Lodge, No. 761, E. R., No. 8, P. R., Grimsby: 
18^^ — Thos. Dyer, John Wright. 1823 — Wm. Mitchell, Hy. Campfield, Chas. 
Colladay. 1824 — (a) Wm. Howard. 1826 — Norman Austin. 1827 — (a) Levi 
Warren. 


ROI.I. OF OFFICERS UNION LODGE, No, 761, E.R., No, 8, P.R., 

GRIMSBY, 1822-26. 


Year. 

W. M. 

S.W. 

J.W. 

S. D. 

J 

June^ 1822. 

Dec, '* 

June, 1823 . , . . 

Dec, *' 

June, 1824 .... 

Dec, 

June, 1825 

Dec, 

June, 1826 .... 
Dec, 

Hy. Hixon .... 
Ed. Pilkington, 

4 i 
4 « 
( • 
44 
4 ( 

Alex. Millmine 
44 

Thos. Hewitt. . 
Robt. Nelles. . 

« 4 
4 4 
(4 

Sam'l Kitchen . 
4 4 

< 4 

C 4 

Percy Dean . . . 

Sam'l Moore., 
4 4 

Alex. Millmine 
4 1 

Sam*l S. Moore 
4 4 

44 
C C 

Rd, HiH 

J no. Durham, . 

J no. Woolverton 
4 4 

Wm. Mitchell. . 

44 
4 4 
4 4 
4 4 
( 4 

David Cargill, 
4 4 

J no. Durham . . 
1 1 

Erasmus Derby 
« 4 

44 
C i 


Year, 


June, 1822. 

Dec, " . 

June, 1823. 

Dec. ** . 

June, 1824, 

Dec, . 

June, 1825. 

Dec, •* . 

June, 1826. 

Dec. . 


Treasurer. 


Sam'l Kitchen 
«« 

4 c 
i s 

« c 


S. S, Moore 
44 

Robt. Nelles 


Sec*y. 


Saml Moore. 
Hy. Hixon . . . 


H. Campfield. 
4 < 


Inner Guard. 


Tyler. 


Jno. Pierce Moore 
44 44 

S. Moore. 

«4 

Hy. Hixon. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

St. John's Royal Arch Lodge, No. 76:2, E.R., No. 9, P.R., York 
(^Toronto), Township of York, County of York, 18^2-25. 

The existence of St. John's lodge. No, 16, from its inception in 
1800 until the formation of the second Provincial Grand Lodge, had 
a helpful effect upon Masonry in York. Its membership was com- 
posed of some of the best men in the town. While as Masons they 
were true to constituted authority, they felt that if ever opportunity 
offered some permanent scheme might be evolved to straighten out 
the tangle into which Craft matters had fallen during the closing 
years of the late Provincial Grand Master's life. This friction had 
been brought about by the conflicting exertions of the brethren at 
Niagara, who, happy in the possession of a copy of the Grand Warrant 
held by R. W. Bro. Wm. Jarvis, were determined to make an effort 
to convene the Craft under their banner. 

The work in St. John's lodge during the period of the Convention 
must have been keen and attractive, for its leading members, both in 
the lodge and in St. John's chapter, had an extensive influence upon 
the guidance of Craft affairs in the province. 

In the list of lodges sent by W. Bro. John Dean to R. W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray, St. John's lodge, No. 16, was included, the officers 
befng Micah Porter, W.M.; James Parker, S. W. ; and Daniel Sayre, 
J.W. ; and at the reorganization of the Craft on the 23rd Sept., 1822, 
W. Bro. John Terry, Thomas Hamilton and William W. Patterson 
were present as delegates from the lodge. 

Fortunately, the dispensation issued by R. W. Bro. McGillivray 
has been preserved. This document shows that the charter members 
were leading Craftsmen, all of whom had been more or less identified 
with Masonic work in the town of York from 1800. The dispensa- 
tion reads : 

SIMON McGILLIVRAY, P.G.M. 

" To all and every our Right Worshipful, Worshipful ari3 loving 
Brethren — 

I, Simon McGillivray, Provincial Grand Master for the Province of Upper 
Canada, acting under His Royal Highness, Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke 
of Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of Arklow, Knight of the most noble order 
of the Garter. &c., &c., &c. 

Most Worshipful Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of England, 

Send Greeting. 

Whereas the Warrant hereunto annexed has been produced to me as the 
authority under which Lodge number sixteen therein designated has been 
constituted, and heretofore acted, and an humble petition has been presented 
to me by Brother John Terry as Worshipful Master, William Pattison as 
Senior Warden, George Bond as Junior Warden, Peter Secord, Thomas Ham- 
ilton, A, Robinet, Calvin Davis, and Thomas Wallis, as members of the above 
designated Lodge, praying for a Warrant of constitution or such other author- 
ity as it may be competent to me to Grant, empowering them to continue their 
meetings as a regular Lodge. 


362 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


Now Know Ye — that having taken the same into serious consideration 
do hereby authorize and empower our said Brother and other regular brethren 
of the said Lodge, and those who hereafter shall become such, and as such 
shall be regularly reported to and registered in the books of the Grand Lodge 
of England, to continue these their meetings and proceedings as a regular 
Lodge and not otherwise, and do all such other acts as may lawfully be done 
by a regular Warrant Lodge, and I do hereby appoint the said brother, John 
Terry, Worshipful Master, Brother William Pattison, Senior Warden, and 
Brother George Bond, Junior Warden, and direct that they and their succes- 
sors, duly elected and appointed, shall continue in the said offices, until such 
time as a Warrant shall be granted to their said Lodge under the seal of the 
Grand Lodge of England, and for so doing this dispensation shall be their 
sufficient authority to remain in force until such Warrant shall have been 
granted — but subject always to the approval of the most Worshipful Grand 
Master. 

Given under m^^ hand and seal at York in the said Province this twenty- 
first day of September in the year of our Lord 18^2, and of Masonry 5822. 
By command of the Right Worshipful Grand blaster. 

John Dean, 
Bern. Turquand, 

G, Secretaries.'* 

James Fitzgibbon, D.P.G.M. 

The warrant from the Grand Lodge of England was No. 763, 
E.R., No, 9, P.R." The old No. 16" disappeared with the advent 
of the Second Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The following notices of the two festivals appeared in the Up- 
per Canada Gazette" of the iSth June and December 12th, 1822. re- 
spect! velv : 

" FKSTIVAL OF ST. JOHN. 

" The Brethren of York I^odge, No. 16, are intending to celebrate the day 
at the Waterloo Hotel : all Alasonic strangers are respectfully invited to at- 
tend. For admission tickets apply to Brothers W. W. Patterson, John Davis, 
Calvin C. Davis. 

N.B. — The Lodge will be opened at to o'clock for the installation of 
officers. York, June 18, 1822. 

''FESTIVAL OF ST. JOHN, THE EVANGELIST. 

The Brethren of St. John's Lodge, No. 16, intend celebrating the day 
at their Lodge Room in York, vi^here an Address will be delivered by a Brother 
at two o'clock. The Brethren of neighboring lodges, as well as transient 
Masons, are particularly invited to attend. The Lodge will be opened at it 
oVlock A.M. for the installation of officers. 

'* Brethren desirous of attending will please leave their names with Brother 
Lawrence at the Waterloo Hotel, on or before the aad inst. 

" Wm. W. Pattison, 

" Secretary," 

" York, Dec. 12th, 1822." 

As will be seen by the MSS. which remain, the lod|G:e was in a 
disorgranized state after 1824. and perhaps in financial difficulties, 

Bro. Thomas WalHs stated to brethren now living- in Toronto 
that he distinctly remembered William More^an, of Batavia, visiting 
lodge, No. 16, at least once in companv with Bro. Jonathan Hale about 
the end of 1822. He felt convinced that he was right in this assertion, 
as he never saw Morgan but on one occasion, and then at the meeting: 
of this lodge. Morgan resided in Toronto at this date, and worked 
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in Doel's brewery in the early part of 1832. The brewery was situ- 
ated on the north-west corner of Bay and Adelaide streets. He 
also worked for a time on Yonge street, near the second toll gate, six 
miles from Toronto. Residents who were living in 1880 remember 
the man well. This was, of course, prior to the escapade. Bro. Wallis 
was among the few brethren who attended the lodge regularly, and 
his statement can be relied upon. 

In the MSS. of 1823 is a summons to attend Grand Lodge in York 
on the 8th day of July, 1823, addressed to John Terry, W.M., and 
signed by Bernard Turquand, Grand Secretary. There has also been 
pi eserved a portion of the by-laws, the 13th and 14th clauses of which 
show that entered apprentices did not vote in a lodge until after they 
had received the Fellow Craft degree. 

13th Clause. Entered Apprentices shall not be liable to pay quarterly 
dues to the Lodge, nor be entitled to ballot or vote on any business or ques- 
tion, before the Lodge, until he has passed the degree of Fellow Craft.'* 

14th Clause, If any brother neglects to pay his quarterly dues within 
one month after his quarter is due, he shall be suspended until the next quarter, 
and dealt with accordingly.*' 

These by-laws are signed by John Terry, W.M., Morris Lawrence, 
S.W. ; John Sparks, J.W. ; Thomas Wallis, John Davis, Christopher 
Williams and Joseph Secord. 

The lodge was represented at the annual meeting of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge held in York on the 8th day of July, 1823, but by 
whom the report of the proceedings does not state. Bro. Seneca 
Ketchum, P.M., of this lodge, is entered among the visitors at the 
Grand Lodge. R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, the Provincial Grand 
IVIaster, was not present, the chair being filled by the Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, R. W, Bro. James Fitzgibbon. 

Among the MSS. is also the request from the widow of a deceased 
brother to bury the body of her husband with Masonic honors. It 
is dated January 29th, 18:23, and reads as follows: 

" To the Worshipful Master and Wardens, and the rest of the brethren. It 
has been the request of your brother, James Fleck, deceased, to be interred in 
the Masonical order. 

Therefore, I, as your sister, request your Lodge to pay that honor to his 
remains on Tuesday next, at 12 o'clock, at my dwelling place.'* 

Mary Fleck. 

The Upper Canada Gazette of Thursday, October 2nd, 1823, 
contains the following- notice. The " very particular business " is not 
given in the MSS., little of which is extant for that period. The notice 
reads: 

" MASONIC NOTICE. 
" The Brethren, Members of Lodge No. 16, York, are desired to attend at 
the Lodge on Monday the i6th of October at six o'clock P.M., on very par- 
ticular business. 

" By order of the Lodge, 

T. WALLIS, SecV- 

N.B. The regular meetings of the Lodges are on the Mondays preced- 
ing every full moon, except there be two full Moons in one month, then the 
Lodge is ruled by the first. 

If the moon happens to be full on the Monday, the lodge meets on that 

day. 

York, 29th Sept., 1823." 
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There is the rough draft of minutes, dated the 7th of June, 1824, 
showing- as present: Morris Lawrence, W.M., pro tern.; Christopher 
Williams, J.W., pro tern.; Smith Humphrej^ treasurer; and Thos. 
Wallis, Tyler. The following are extracts: 

Resolved that a committee be appointed to take an inventory of the 
property of the Lodg^e, and meet and settle w^ith the Chapter; also to adopt 
such measures for the collection of the debts as may seem best, and also to 
summon the Lodge for the next meeting. 

Resolved, that James Parker, John Fenton, and Thomas Wallis, com- 
pose this committee. 

Received the petition of Mr. John Goessmann, surveyor, (dated 27th May, 
1824), to be initiated into the mysteries of the Fraternity. 

' Resolved that Bros. John Fenton, Morris Lawrence, and Thomas Wallis 
be appointed a committee to enquire into the character of the petitioner. 
The Lodge closed in harmony at nine o'clock." 

A list of members, to which there is no date, but supposed to be 
of this year, is as follows : 

Members of Lodge, No. 16: James Parker, W.M., Tailor; Smith Hum- 
phrey, S.W., Carpenter; Thomas Wallis, J.W., Cabinet Maker; John Davis, 
Tailor, Treasurer; John Fenton, Clerk, Secretary; John Terry, Goldsmith, 
P.M.; John Sparks, Mariner; Calvin Davis, Blacksmith; Christopher Wil- 
liams, Farmer; Peter Secor, Farmer; Joseph Secor; Walter Young; William 
Gartley; Allen Robinette, Merchant; Phillip Cody; Seneca Ketchum; Daniel 
Sayers, Mason; James McNab; Peter Whitney; George Bond, Farmer; 
Benjamin Corvey; William Barber; Seth Wheeler; Lewis Corbie; James 
Fulton, Jr.; and G. Garside. W. W. Pattison, (left country). 

Several meetings w^ere held after this date, for a list of dues states 
that Mr. John Goessman was proposed 7th June, initiated on the 9th 
August, passed on the iith September, and raised on the ist of No- 
vember. 

On the 19th of December, 1825, as shown by the minutes of St. 
George's lodge. No. 9, a meeting of emergency was called for the pur- 
pose of settling up the business of lodge No. 16. It appears that pre- 
vious eflforts to adjust the accounts of the lodge had been unsatisfac- 
tory. The record of one of the meetings held for arranging matters 
contains the following list of the members still indebted to lodge 
No. 16/' 

As appears on the books and those not yet settled with, this 8th day 
of March, 1825, amounting in the aggregate to £25. 13. There is likewise 

supposed to be due from Dr. Strachan £12. 10, Also from Michael Mellon, 
£12 10, Property on Yonge Street Church, £12. lo/* 

The furniture of the lodge was valued at £6. 6s. od., but there is no 
record of its liabilities. This document was signed by John Davis, 
who was treasurer in 1825. There are also in the MSS. petitions from 
Andrew D. Thompson, of Scarboro' ; John S. Day, Thomas Hill and 
William Delaware for initiation. The petitions are not dated. 

On the 23rd of April, 1825, the minutes of St. George's lodge, No. 
9, show that St. John's lodge, No. 9, gave up its warrant and amalga- 
mated with that lodge, which was opened on the old warrant of No. 16, 
which, altTiough numbered 9 in its warrant, seems to have been 
known by its former Provincial number up to 1825. 

The work of the chapter in connection with Royal Arch lodge, 
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No. 16, was separate in every respect, and, as its history belongs pro- 
perly speaking- to that of Royal Arch Masonry, it will be found in a 
companion volume to this, entitled, The History of Royal Arch 
Masonry in Canada." 

During this period St. John's lodge held its meetings in the Ma- 
sonic Hall, Market Lane. 

The history of St. George's lodge, No. 9, P.R., follows that of 
St. John's R. A. lodge, as it was properly the successor of that body. 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 

St. Gkorge's Lodge, No. 762, E.R., No. 9, P.R., at York (Toronto), 

IN THE Township of York, 1825-29. 

St. George's lodge, if short-Hved, was active during its existence, 
and had on its roll many brethren who had been connected with the 
Masonry of the early days in York. Its history is fairly complete. It 
is interesting and of value to the reader as that of a lodge which fol- 
lows, in natural sequence, the line of descent from the mother lodge, 
Rawdon, or The Lodge between the Three Lakes/' the first lodge 
that met in York. As Royal Arch lodge. No. 16, succeeded Rawdon, 
so did No. 9 follow No. 16. When Rawdon lodge in 1800 gave up 
its warrant, the remaining membership anticipated a thorough con- 
tinuance of Craft work in Royal Arch lodge. No. 16. To a certain 
extent they were not disappointed, for during the quarter of a cen- 
tury which the lodge existed much good work was done and 
the results amply compensated for the energy expended. But the 
current of Craft life is ofttimes checked when least expected, and 
many obstacles to successful work frequently present themselves in 
such shape that lodges pass out of existence or become dormant 
without even a reasonable excuse for so doing. 

AVhatever doubts may have been expressed as to the wisdom of 
the members of Rawdon in handing in their warrant from the 
original Grand Lodge of England to R. W. Bro. Wm. Jarvis in 1800, 
the action was undoubtedly carried into effect with the purpose of 
strengthening the Craft work in York. When, therefore, the war- 
rant of Royal Arch lodge. No. 16, was issued as the successor of Raw- 
don, it was under auspices that were harmonious, for the lodge was 
looked upon with much favor by the first Provincial Grand Master. 
That its influence was extensive was shown by the part it played in 
the formation of the second Provincial Grand Lodge in and 
when after a not unsuccessful career of twenty-five years, history again 
repeated itself, and it in turn followed the example of Rawdon, it 
forces the thought that there must have been more reasons for the 
action than appear upon the face of the MSS. 

St. George's lodge represented the older Masonic stock of York 

a class of Craftsmen who looked with more favor upon a warrant 

that was heir to all the greatness of Rawdon, than to any of the war- 
rants that had even the sign manual of R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. 
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The meeting" place of St. George's lodge was in the historic build- 
ing- that stood in Market Lane — the Alasonic Hall in York. It was 
appropriate to the name that the first meeting place of the lodge 
should be held on the anniversary of the patron saint of England, 
and this fact no doubt added to the importance of an occasion that, 
if tradition be relied upon, had many pleasant features. 

There is doubt as to the meeting" place of St. Andrew's lodge. 
No. I, at York, from 1822-30, for in September, 1828, lodge No. 5, 
at Kingston, objected to a payment of eig-ht pounds to St. Andrew's 
lodge. No. I, for a meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, when 
that body could have been equally well accommodated in the hall of 
No. 9 free of expense. St. Andrew's lodg-e was dormant from De- 
cember, 1826, until December, 1829, so that the reference to the hall 
of '* No. I " must have been to the meeting place of the lodge before 
it ceased work in 1826. 

The minute book of the lodge does not contain much beyond the 
ordinary routine of Craft work, so that one has to rely, for matters 
that will interest the reader, upon the connecting links which show 
its progress amongst the other lodges of the jurisdiction, with incidents 
which concern the membership. 

On the 23rd of April, 1825 — seventy-three years ago — St. John's 
lodge. No. 16, was summoned for the last time. Kleven members 
responded to the summons and of these seven were officers of the 
new lodge. Fortunately the minutes have been preserved and the 
opening proceedings, though brief, are worthy of reproduction. 
They read: 

" April 23rd, 1825. A.L. 4825, Free and Accepted ]Masons, York, U. C. 

" Opened under the warrant of Lodg:e, No. 16, on the Entered Apprentice's 
Degree, and read the minutes of last communication, which were confirmed. 

Read the warrant for the new Lodge, No. 9, issued by the Provincial 
Grand Master, to which Lodge, No. t6, transferred its authority. 
" Elected Brother Robert Meighan, blaster. 

Alexander Burnside, Senior Warden. 
George Bond, Junior Warden. 
" Thomas WalJis, treasurer. 

John Kenton, Secretary. 
" John Sparks, Senior Deacon. 

John Davis, Junior Deacon. 
" Read the By-laws, which were approved and signed by the following 
Brethren : 

Robert Meip^han, Alexander Burnside. George Bond, John Terry, John 
Fenton, Thomas Wallis, John Sparks, John Davis, John Goessman, Allan 
Robinet, Philip Cody. 

Brother Goessman applied for his discharge, which was granted from 
this date, as he was about to leave the country. 
" Lodge closed in harmony at nine o*clock." 

Bro. Robert Meighan was a member of the firm of M, & R. 
Mei^erhan, wharfingfers, at the foot of Yonge street in York, Thev 
were agents of the steamers which plied on Lake Ontario and were 
men of excellent standing. 

Bro. Alexander Burnside was a physician, a native of New 
England — a man tall in figure, upright carriage and bluff and ben- 
evolent countenance. He was an early promoter of the movement 
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for the establishment of Mechanics' Institutes in Upper Canada and 
encouraged and patronized all efforts to improve church music both 
vocal and instrumental. He died without heirs and bequeathed his 
property partly to charities in York and to the University of Trinity 
College, where two scholarships perpetuate his memory. He founded 
the Burnside Lying-in Hospital. 

Bro. John Fenton, the secretary, was a literary character. He 
used to read scientific papers at the first Mechanics' Institute, and 
at one time officiated as parish clerk in St. James' church. Dr. 
Scadding in his history of old Toronto says of Bro. Fenton : 

Mr. Fenton's peculiarities, on the contrary, arose from his intelligence, 
his acquirements, and his independence of character. He was a rather small, 
shrewd-featured person, at a glance not deficient in self-esteem. He was 
proficient in modern popular science, a ready talker and lecturer. Being only 
a proxy his rendering of the official responses in church was marked, perhaps, 
by a little too much individuality, but it could not be said that it was destitute 
of a certain rhetorical propriety of emphasis and intonation. Though not gifted 
in his own person with much melody of voice, his acquisitions included some 
knowledge of music. In those days congregational psalmody was at a low 
ebb, and the small choirs that offered themselves fluctuated, and now and then 
vanished wholly. Not unfrequently Mr. Fenton, after giving out the portion 
of Brady and Tate which it pleased him to select, would execute the whole 
of it as a solo, to some accustomed air with graceful variations of his own. 
All this would be done with great coolness and apparent self-satisfaction. 

*' While the discourse was going on in the pulpit above him it was his 
way, often, to lean himself resignedly back in a corner of his pew and throw 
a white cambric handkerchief over his head and face. It illustrates the spirit 
of the day to add that Mr. Fenton's employment as official mouth-piece to 
the congregation of the Knglish church did not stand in the way of his mak- 
ing himself useful, at the same time, as a class-leader among the Wesleyan 
Methodists. 

The temperament and general st^^Ie of this gentleman did not fail, of 
course, to produce irritation of mind in some quarters. The ' Colonial Advo- 
cate ' one morning * averred its belief that Mr. Fenton had on the preceding 
Sunday glanced at itself and its patrons in giving out and singing (probably as 
a solo) the Twelfth Psalm: 

'* ' Help, Lord, for good and goodly men do perish and decay; 

And faith and truth from wordly men are parted clean away; 

Whoso doth with his neighbour talk, his talk is all but vain. 

For every man bethinketh now to flatter, lie and feign.' 

" ^Jr. Fenton afterwards removed to the United States, where he obtained 
Holy orders in the Episcopal Church. His son was a clever and ingenious 

youth. We remember a capital model in wood of Caesar's Bridge over the 
Rhine, constructed by him from a copperplate engraving in an old edition of 

the Commentaries used by him in the Grammar School at York." 

Bro. Thomas Wallis was an Kni^^lisliman born on the 22nd 
■March, 1780, in the parish of St. Just Tribig:ion, Cornwall, Eng^land. 
He emigrated to America in 1810, came to Toronto in t8t6 and died 
on the i8th March, 1871, aged 91 years. 

On the 2nd of May, 1825, the lodge held its second meeting. 
Six members only are recorded as being present. The business 
transacted consisted in ordering a set of books for the lodge, and 
that Bro. Calvin Davis be called upon and requested to pay his regis- 
tration fee. 
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The third meeting* was held on the 30th of May, 1825, and at it 
two petitions were received, and Bro. Calvin Davis, not having paid 
his registration fee, was reported to Grand Lodge for suspension. 
The lodge resolved that the Market Street hall, *^ Lately occupied 
by lodge No. 16, be rented for the use of this lodge/' Amongst 
those present was Bro. Patrick Hartney, the barrack master at the 
Old Fort, at York. He was an old resident, father of the late Mr. 
Hartney, an official of the Dominion government at Ottawa. Bro. 
Hartney lived on the north side of Wellington street, directly west 
of the residence of the late Mr. John Ginty. The house was one of 
those left standing by the Americans after the capture of York in 
1813. 

A meeting of the lodge was held on the 24th June, 1825, the 
festival of St. John the Baptist. A committee of one — Bro, John 
Terry — was appointed 

" to enquire of the Richmond Lodge whether they have admitted Jonathan 
Hale a member of their body, and to state to them why Lodge No. 9 con- 
siders him unfit to be a member." 

The Bro. Jonathan Hale referred to was a brother of Eliphalet 
Hale, the pioneer Mason of 1800. Bro. Hale had a brickyard on 
the north-west comer of Duke and George streets, and, if report be 
true, his deportment was not all that could have been desired — hence, 
no doubt, the enquiry. Bro. Hale had been refused admission to 
No. 9, and the brethren were evidently determined that he should 
not affiliate with any other lodge. 

The members thought that in celebrating the festival of St, John 
they would invite the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, R. W. Bro. 
John Beikie, and V. W. Bro. Bernard Turquand, the Grand Secre- 
tary, and at the same time initiate two candidates. Accordingly the 
lodge held its fifth meeting and entertained R. W. Bro. Beikie. Bro. 
Turquand was not present, but amongst the visitors were Bro. Alex. 
J. Mcintosh, Bro. C. Hudson, and Capt. Balfour. Mr. Walter Rose, 
a brewer at Bloor*s brewery, Yorkville, and Mr. Thomas .Carfrae, 
the collector of customs of the Port of York, were proposed as 
members. 

The minutes of the meeting on 25th July, 1825, show that the 
lodge was on the road to prosperity. At a former meeting a ques- 
tion had arisen as to the admission of Mr. Jonathan Hale into the 
lodge, when Bro. Terry had been directed to make enquiries. The 
minutes read: 

" Bro. Terry, who was appointed to enquire of the Richmond Lodge why 
they had admitted Jonathan Hale a member of that Lodge, reported that they 
had not yet admitted him, nor would they do so, if we desired them not to do it. 

" Resolved that Jonathan Hale is an improper person to be admitted 
among the fraternity," 

There seems to have been a discussion reg^^arding* the jurisdiction 
of lodge No. 9, as well as reg^arding^ the character of Bro. Hale. Bro. 
Terry was informed that Richmond lodge, a new lodge founded after 
182^, objected to the York lodges extending their jurisdiction be- 
yond the line of Sheppard*s tavern on Yonge street, and that this was 
to be the dividing line. 


HISTORY OF Fl'tEEMASONRY IN CANADA, 


This hostelry was a well known resting place for travellers. 
It was located on the west side of Yonge street, a few rods past 
Hogg's Hollow. It was Hanked on the north by large driving sheds, 
on the south by stables and barns; over the porch, at an early period, 
was the efifigy of a lion rampant, attempted in wood on the premises. 
Constructiveness was one of the predominant faculties in the first 
landlord of the Golden Lion. He was noted also for skilful execution 
on several instruments of music, notably the bassoon. In the rear 
of the hotel, a little to the south on a tine eminence, he put up for 
himself, after the lapse of some years, a private residence, remarkable 
for its originality of design, the outline of its many projecting roofs 
presenting a multitude of concave curves in the Chinese pagoda style. 

In order to settle the matter of jurisdiction it w^as Resolved 
that Lodge, No. 9, receive no members from Yonge Street, north of 
Sheppard's tavern, on condition that Richmond lodge receive none 
south of the same place, without a mutual understanding with the 
other/^ 

While it was not unreasonable to come to the conclusion to 
object to the admission of Mr. Hale on the ground of invasion of 
jurisdiction, the resolvition states that he was an improper per- 
son to be admitted among the fraternity," so that there were other 
grounds for excluding him not only from lodge No. 9, but from the 
fraternity." 

Alessrs. Rose and Carfrae w^ere both initiated at this meeting 
and Bro. George Bond was requested to explain why he was absent 
for three nights. He satisfactorily accounted for his absence during 
two nights but was unable to frame an excuse for the third, and in 
consequence was fined for one and for late attendance on this 
evening/' Bro. Bond lived out on Yonge street near Kglinton, in 
the house which No. 16 had used as a meeting place before return- 
ing to York after the war of 18 12- 15. Bro. Bond was apparently 
dissatisfied with his treatment, for he applied for his discharge, 
which was granted, if he paid all arrears.'' 

At the meeting on 25th August, 1825, Bro, George Bond was 
suspended and Bros. Meighan and Terry together with the secretary 
and treasurer were ordered as a committee to enquire into the state 
of the finances of the lodge, and if they defaulted in that duty they 
were to be fined five shillings each." Mr. Thomas Moore was pro- 
posed for membership. He w^as an hotelkeeper and landlord of the 
Crown Inn," which stood at the south-east corner of King Street 
and East Market Square. At the meeting in September the balance 
in hand with the treasurer was reported as £8. 7. 4^. Mr. Moore 
was accepted as a member and Bro. Bond, who had not paid his dues, 
was continued under censure for another month." while at the Octo- 
ber meeting his suspension was continued. 

An emergent meeting was held on 28th October, 1825, at which 
the P. M. degree was conferred. This work is now part of the capitu- 
lar or Royal Arch system, but was then conferred on Master Masons, 
whether they had served in the chair or not, for the minutes read: 

** Balloted for Bros. Rose, Wallace, Cattermole and Carfrae, who were 
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received as eligible to become Past Masters, and they were regularly installed 
singlely, according to ancient usage." 

In November, Bro. George Bond was again summoned and an 
emergency was ordered to settle the affairs of lodge No. i6. Bro. 
John Terry was elected W. M. and a committee was appointed to 
prepare a dinner for the anniversary of St. John the Evangelist/' 
and " Bros. McBride, Randal and Horner/' members of the Legis- 
lature, were invited to dine with the brethren. 

At the festival of St. John on the 27th December, 1825, the 
W. M. " dispensed with the degree of Entered Apprentice and opened 
a Lodge of Fellow Craft and " dispensed with degree of Fellow 
Craft and opened that of Master Mason/' and dispensed with the 
degree of Master Mason and opened that of Past Master, and pro- 
ceeded to install the Worshipful Master and officers for the ensuing 
year/' 

This dispensing with the degree meant that there being no 
work the lodge worked up to the M. M. degree, when the P. M. 
degree was opened and the officers installed. 

On the 23rd January, 1826, Bro. George Bond made peace with 
his brethren, for it was resolved that his apology be received and 
his suspension dispensed with/' The affairs of lodge No. 9 (No. 16) 
were yet unsettled. Its affairs were to be laid before the lodge 
at its next regular meeting. The Deputy Provincial Grand Master 
had informed the lodge that he would ofificially visit the brethren, 
and the secretary was directed to notify that officer that Monday, 
the 7th of February, would be a convenient evening. The 
banquet on St. John's day must have been a royal one for early days, 
as it cost £13. 3. 2., currency. 

On the 6th February, 1826, R. W. Bro. Beikie, the Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, accompanied by R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon 
and Bros. Thomas Ridout, Coleman and Gydney, visited the lodge. 
The question of the conduct of Masonic funerals and festival pro- 
cessions was before the Craft at this time. R. W. Bro. Beikie sent 
a letter to the lodges stating that as applications " for permission 
to form processions at funerals and on Festival days " had been 
made to him, he desired his views on the subject to be known. He 
alluded to the right of burial, and stated that to perform the 
ceremony a dispensation from the Provincial Grand Master or his 
deputy was necessary. He ruled that, owing to the delay that must 
necessarily occur in making such application, especially to lodges 
situated in different parts of the Province,'' where it could not be 
done, application was not necessary. As to festival processions, he 
said : 

** The custom has fallen into disuse in the United Kingdom, as being in a 
great measure inconsistent with the principles of our venerable order, which 
rather seeks retirement and secrecy than public display or ostentation, and as 
this opinion has been adopted by the best informed and enlightened Masons, 
possessing all the advantages of personal wealth and Masonic magnificence, I 
trust you will agree with me in thinking that we, who are in every way so 
inferior, would act wisely in copying their example, and so refrain from an 
exhibition to which our means as men and Masons are inadequate." 

At the April meeting, in 1826, the lodge determined to pay $100 
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for the room, furniture, jewels, etc., formerly belonging to lodge 
No. 16/' and it was also resolved that a certain sum be borrowed 
by some means to enable the lodge to pay the above sum, which is 
to be ascertained by a committee/' 

All the meetings at this period were well attended. At the end 
of 1825 there were twenty-four members, and there was a gradual 
increase. At the meeting of 17th May, 1826, Mr. Richard Watson, 
a printer, was initiated. This brother subsequently took a leading 
part in Craft matters in York. He lived in a cottage at the rear of 
Bro. Chas. March's shop on the north side of King street west, near 
Bay street, in York, and lost his life in the great fire of 1849, while 
endeavoring to save valuable type in the " Patriot newspaper ofnce 
on the north-east corner of King and Nelson (Jarvis) street, Toronto. 

The affairs of lodge No. 16 do not seem to have made much 
progress towards settlement. It was understood at the time the war- 
rant was handed in that the indebtedness of the lodge should be as- 
sumed and liquidated by No. 9, but from financial stringency and 
trouble over an adjustment of the books no settlement, up to this 
time, had been made. The Market street hall had been erected as 
a school-room, in 181 7. It was then a one-story building, but a 
second story had been added, for which lodge No. 16 had paid. 
When the warrant was surrendered No. 16, looking upon the room 
with its furniture and jewels as an asset, expected a prompt settle- 
ment by No. 9. Lodge No. 9, however, while willing to assume lia- 
bility for furniture, jewels and other lodge accessories, had never in 
writing committed itself to a distinct promise to buy that portion of 
the building occupied by the Craft. 

Bro. Alexander Burnside, than whom there was never a more 
whole-souled brother, came to the rescue of the lodge. He had been 
the guiding spirit of old No. 16, and was determined that the matter 
should be adjusted. In December, 1825, an emergency was to have 
been held with a view of endeavoring to settle the affairs " of lodge 
No. 16, but there is no record in the MSS. of the meeting. In Janu- 
ary, 1826, it was resolved to lay the affairs of lodge No. 16 . . , 
before lodge No. 9, next regular communication/' but at the Febru- 
ary meeting there was another postponement, as Bro. Fenton, the 
former treasurer of No. 16, could not be present. In April an ad- 
justment of accounts was apparently determined upon, for it was 
resolved that the lodge advance the sum of one hundred dollars 
to Mr. Fenton for the room, furniture, jewels, etc., formerly belong- 
ing to lodge No. t6/' and it was also resolved that a certain sum 
be borrowed by some means to enable the lodge to pay the above 
sum, which is to be ascertained by a committee." 

At the meeting held on the 17th May, 1826, however, while the 
minutes of the April meeting were confirmed, it was ^' resolved that 
the lodge proceed to enquire into the report of the committee, respect- 
ing the purchase of the lodge/' This resolution was probably the re- 
sult of a report presented to the effect that 

" The Committee having* reported that it was doubtfitl whether Bro. Fen- 
ton would accede to his former agreement, it was moved, seconded, and car- 
ried, that the Committee continue to act on the resolution of last regular com- 
munication until next communication/* 
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And at this meeting; it was resolved that a lodge of emergency 
be called to settle the above/' It was at this juncture that the liber- 
ality of Bro. Alexander Burnside displayed itself. An emergent 
meeting was held on the 31st May, 1826, but after hearing ''various 
propositions it adjourned until the 5th June, when the accounts 
of No. 16 were to be presented. At the meeting of 5th June the ques- 
tion of purchase was again discussed, and 

'* Bro. Alexander Burnside proposed that if Lodge, No. 9, would give him 
a sufficient sum to enable him to pay all lawful demands against the Lodge 
Room, formerly belonging to No. 16, he would ensure the Lodge of the room, 
jewels and furniture." 

This seemed to be, and indeed was, a fair and brotherly pro- 
posal, for, if accepted, it gave the lodge a permanent meeting place 
of its own. It was therefore resolved 

" Lodge, No. 9, allow Bro. Burnside the sum of £50 currency, at twelve 
months after this date, with interest (being the sum estimated), to enable him 
to liquidate the lawful debts of and demands against No. 16, the residue, if 
any, to be accounted for by him to this Lodge/* 

As an acknowledgment of the rights of No. 9, Bro. Burnside 
signed the following document: 

Whereas all lawful debts and demands due of Lodge No. 16 for building 
the Lodge Room over the School Room in Market Square, in the Town of 
York, has this day been paid to me by Lodge No. 9: This is to certify that 
said Lodge Room, with all the jewels and furniture belonging to the sarne^ 
is this day transferred to said Lodge No. 9, by me, the subscriber, acting in 
behalf of Lodge No. 16, hereby exonerating Lodge No. 9 from all further 
lawful claims of the like nature. 

" Witness my hand this fifth day of June, A.D. 18^6, A.L. 5826, 

Alexander Burnside, 
Formerly Master of Lo^ge No. 16." 

By this act the lodge became the possessors of the upper story 
of the school-house on Market Lane, which had originally been 
built by lodge No. 16, and which is known in early Craft history as 
The Masonic Hall in Market Lane, York/' 

The lodge room was insured in the Sun fire insurance company of 
New York for the sum of $400, for which was paid a premium of 
one and a half per cent. This sum included not only the room but 
the furniture, a list of which is recorded in the minute book of Octo- 
ber, 1826. 

The 24th June was celebrated by a dinner at Snider's Inn/' the 
lodge closing at 4 p.m., dinner being called for 5 p.m. On the 14th 
July, 1826, a letter was read from the Provincial Grand Secretary 
requesting the W. M. and wardens to attend an emergent meeting 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge on the 24th inst., for the purpose of 
mvesting the Deputy Provincial Grand Master. This was R. W, 
Bro. John Beikie, the successor of R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon. A 
letter notifying the W. M, of the annual meeting of the Provincial 
Grrand Lodge on the 3Tst July, was also read. 

Bro. John Goessman, who demitted from the lodge at its first 
meeting, re-affihated in September, 1826, and at the same meeting 
a petition was read from Bro. Calvin Davis, ^' praving to be allowed 
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to attend the next regular meeting to explain his reasons for appear- 
ing so negligent in attending this lodge previous to his being sus- 
pended/' This brother had been under censure/' and suspended 
for non-payment of his ' registering fee " since May, 1825, but the 
lodge was not in a forgiving mood, and, the ballot having j>assed, 
it was found against the prayer of the petitioner/' 

With the exception of the incidents given, the proceedings of 
the lodge were of a routine character. In November, i8a6, Mr. 
Michael Meighan, a brother of Robert Aleighan, the first W. M., was 
initiated, and, wath a decided objection to prying eyes, it was re- 
solved that a shutter be procured for the window in the east end 
of the room/' The east end of the lodge room was in close prox- 
imity to the rear of houses in West Market street, which probably 
led to the proposed protection. 

At the meeting of 13th December, 1826, Bro. Carfrae was 
elected W. M, A letter was read from Bro. Josiah Cushman, who 
had taken so active a part in the reorganization of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge. It concerned the payment of certain moneys due by 
members of Royal Arch Chapter, No. 4, and lodge No. 16, and re- 
quested a settlement. An emergent meeting was called on the iStli 
December to consider its contents, and it was resolved not to inter- 
fere, but to refer Bro. Cushman to Bro. Burnside. Among the visit- 
ing brethren at this meeting of the 13th December were Bro. Mc- 
Bride, of Niagara, at one time secretary of the schismatic Grand 
Lodge under R. W. Bro. Kerr (1800-22)' and Bro. Beasley, P.M. of 
Barton lodge, Hamilton. 

The degree of P. M. was conferred on any member desiring it. 
The amount of fee is not given. At this meeting Bro. MacMillan 
signified to the lodge his wish to take the degree of Past Master." 
At the emergent meeting a committee was appointed to take into 
consideration the celebration of the festival of St. John the Evange- 
list, and it was resolved that the brethren dine together at Bro. 
Meighan's ball room on that evening.'' 

On the loth January, 1827, amongst the petitions received was 
one from Wm. Lyon ^Mackenzie, praying to become a candidate 
for the mysteries of Masons, enclosing' £0 los. od./' and also one 
from Mr. Edwin Baldwin. Amongst the visitors w^ere Bros. McCall, 
McBride and Rolph, members of the Provincial Legislature. The 
last named was the celebrated Dr. Rolph. 

At the meeting of 7th February, Mr. Baldwin was accepted, and 
duly initiated, but at the meeting of 7th March the ballot for Mr. W. 
L.^ Mackenzie was found unfavorable. The candidate's political pro- 
minence and predilections no doubt contributed to his non-reception 
by the lodge. The lodge finances were in a healthv state on paper, 
for a return in the MSS. shows the sum of £18 15s. 4d. as due by 
the members in arrear. 

^ On the 2oth March, 1827, a letter was read from the Deputy 
Provmcia Grand Master, dated loth March, 1827, notifving the 
lodge of the death in England of the Duke of York, which took place 
on the 20th February, with the request 

''that your lodge will put itself into the usual Masonic mourning on the 
first regular monthly lodge night after the receipt of this letter and contmue 
in mournmg from that time for one whole month" 
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The lodge complied with this request, and in so doing: incurred 
a Bro. Moore's bill for crape, £o los. od." The attendance of mem- 
bers at the lodge greatly increased this year, and more interest seemed 
to be taken in the work. As late as July, 1827, the affairs of the 
old lodge. No. 16, seem to have been unsettled, for an emergency 
was called on the 6th July, 1827, to enquire into certain accounts 
relative to lodge No. 16/* and Bro. Burnside was requested to be 
present. At this meeting it was resolved by a majority of three 
that lodge No. 9 now give up all claims whatever to the funds of 
lodge No. 16.'' This probably alluded to the assets of the lodge, 
which, under the agreement with Bro. Burnside, were to be paid to 
the lodge in consideration of its advance of £50 for the room and 
furniture in Market Lane. 

The first record of a meeting of the Baptist religious denomi- 
nation is found in the minutes of this meeting. Application had 
been made for the use of the lodge room for Sunday services, and 
it was resolved that 

" Bros. Page and Watson be authorized to rent the Lodge Room to the 
Baptist congregation, at 7/6 currency per month (the said congregation to 
keep it clean for the use of the Lodge) if they choose to accept it on those 
terms." 

But at the regular meeting of ist x\ugust it was resolved ''that 
the committee appointed to rent the lodge room be continued, as they 
have not finally adjusted the agreement." At the September meet- 
ing it was resolved that a committee wait upon Bro. Burnside to 
pay him so much of the sum due him as the funds of the lodge will 
admit of." This was in accordance with the original agreement to 
pay him £50 for the room and furniture. At the meeting on October 
3rd the committee authorized to rent the lodge room to the Baptist 
congregation made their report to this effect : 

We, Walter Rose and Richard Watson, being duly empowered by St. 
George's Lodge, No. 9, to rent the Lodge Room, do hereby agree with Mr. 
Oavid Patterson to rent said Lodge Room, for the sole benefit and use of a 
Sunday meeting, and none other, and that the said David Patterson shall have 
the free use of the said room on the Sabbath days for the time being, during 
the period of six months, and that the same shall be delivered to him in a 
clean state: 

For and in consideration of which, the said David Patterson doth hereby 
agree to pay at the rate of seven shillings and six pence, provincial currency 
per month, for, and during the aforesaid period of six months, commencing on 
the 7th day of July, 1827, payable monthly, and that he shall keep the house 
in a careful and clean state, when the congregation leave off the use of it. 

" In witness whereof the parties above mentioned have hereunto affixed 
their signatures, this 3rd day of October, 1827, 

" (Signed) Walter Rose, Rich. Watson, David Patterson." 

It may be interesting to know that an extract from these minutes 
is preserved in the archives of McMaster Baptist University of To- 
ronto. Mr. David Patterson w^as captain of the volunteer company 
formed to work the fire engine, No. 3, presented to the city of To- 
ronto by the British American Life and Fire Assurance Company 
in 1837. 

On the 28th November, 1827, Bro. Carfrae was duly re-elected 
as W. M. of the lodge, and it was resolved to dine in the lodge room 
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on the annivei-sary of the festival of St. John the Evangelist. At 
this meeting* Bro. Carfrae was installed as W. M. It was customary 
to re-install every year, even if a brother were elected a second time. 

The " U. E. Loyalist " of December 29th, 1827, contains the fol- 
lowing account of the celebration of the festival of the Evangelist in 
that year: — 

MASONIC FESTIVAL. 

Thursday last being the anniA ersary of St. John the Evangelist, St. 
George's Lodge, No. 9 of Free and Accepted Masons, and a number of dis- 
tinguished visiting Brethren, of the Fraternity met at Masonic Hall, for the 
purpose of celebrating the day, and afterwards partook of a sumptuous dinner 
prepared for the occasion. Among the Toasts given by the Worshipful Master 
from the Chair which were received with enthusiastic applaus« and drank with 
Masonic Honors, were the following: — 

HIS MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY GEORGE THE FOURTH, the Patron 

of Masonry — God Save the King. 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, R. W. Grand Master of England — 

Rule Britannia. 
The memory of the late Duke of York — In silence. 

The rest of the Royal Family — The Wooden Walls of old England. 
His Excellency'- the Earl Dalhousie, Governor-General of the Canadas — 

For a' that and a' that and twice as muckle as a' that. 

Shall we be ruled by Bonapartes? 

Auld Scotland never saw that. 
His Excellency Peregrine Maitland, Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada — 

The British Grenadiers. 
The Chief Justice of Upper Canada — The Campbells are Coming. 

Lady Sarah Maitland and the Fair of Upper Canada — The lass of Richmond 
Hill. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada — Masonic Air. 
Simon McGillivray, Esqr,, Provincial Grand Master — Masonic Air. 
John Beikie, Esqr,, Provincial Grand Master — Masonic Air. 
The day we celebrate — Come Let Us Prepare. 

The Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of St. Andrew's Lodge No. i 

of Upper Canada — Should Auld Acquaintance be Forgot. 
Our Visiting Brethren — Begone Dull Care. 

After which a number of excellent volunteer toasts were given — the great- 
est conviviality prevailed during the evening, — Com. 

The meetings in 1828 were routine. In January there were three 
visitors from the garrison at York, and Mr. H. C. Thomson, a mem- 
ber of the Legislature. On the 28th May it was resolved that the 
hand-rail to the stairs of the lodge room be repaired, as also the 
fence appertaining to the same, and paid for out of the funds of the 
lodge/' This was decided evidence of ownership. The hand-rail 
is missing in one of the pictures of this building, which must have 
been made about 1827-28. At the August meeting a committee was 
ordered 

"to wait upon Bro. Bumside for the purpose of discharging part of the 
note held against the Lodge by Bro. Burnside. Also to wait upon Mr. D. 
Patterson to receive rent due by him on behalf of the Baptist Congregation 
for the use of the Lodge Room." 
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On the 17th December, 1828, Bro. Watson was elected W. M,, 
and a committee was appointed to provide a cold collation for the 
27th of December, being- St. John^s day/' On the 14th January, 
1839, Bro. Milbnrn, in withdrawing" from the lodge, donated ^5/- 
towards liquidating the debt due against the lodge in the purchase of 
the lodge room/' for which he was thanked. 

The lodge does not seem to have met from i8th February until 
25th 2\ugust, 1829, at least there are no records extant. On the 25th 
August an emergency was called to attend the funeral of the late 
Bro. "Thomas Mercer. His name does not seem to be upon the list 
of members. At the meeting held on 9th September the minutes 
of the last regular communication " were confirmed, but those of 
the ensuing 25th August not yet read/' This entry almost indi- 
cates a lapse in the work of the lodge from February to August, 
1829. Whatever may have been the reason for the hiatus, the lodge 
was active on the 9th September, for it resolved to send a represen- 
tatiA^e to the annual meeting of the Provincial bod}^ at Kingston on 
the 2 1 St September, in the person of Bro. Thos. Carfrae, P.M., for 
which he was given five pounds, and any remaining reasonable ex- 
pense further attending the same to be afterwards defrayed from 
the funds of the lodge/' 

At the meeting of 9th December, 1829, Bro. Seneca Ketchum, 
formerly a secretary of Rawdon lodge, affiliated. The minutes of 
his old lodge during his term of office were not only readable, but 
in a sense humorous. Bro. Ketchum was a past master in the art of 
politeness and courtesy. Bro. Rose was elected W. M., and it was 
resolved to celebrate the festival of St. John in due form. But be- 
fore that date a change had come over the lodge, for an emergency 
was called for the T7th December, and a committee of seven was ap- 
pointed to settle the accounts and matters of lodge No. 9/' and 
it was also resolved 

that St, George's Lodge, No. 9, be dissolved when closed, and that the 
Worshipful Master be instructed to resign the warrant of the said Lodge into 
the possession of the Provincial Grand Master." 

No reason is g^iven in the mintttes for this action, but many years 
later — in 1861 — when Bro. Alfio de Cirassi a proniinent member of 
the Grand Lodg"e of Canada, was making* enquiries on the subject, he 
obtained the following document from Bro. Charles Baker, a mem- 
ber of No. 9. It reads : 

" The reason the warrant of Lodge No. 9 was retvirned to the Provincial 
Grand Master, was on account that the jewels, and other property belonging 
to the Grand Lodge, was given into the keeping of members. No. 9. and 
Lodge No. I, having been dormant for two or three years, it was thought 
advisable, as it was a senior lodge, to try and revive it. 

Chas. Baker, 
" Member of St. George's Lodge, No. 9. 

Toronto, 23rd December, 1861. 
Witness, A. De Grassi." 

Bro. Baker was shown the minutes of St. George's lodge, No. 9, 
and also certified to their genuineness as follows: — 
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I, Charles Baker, being a member of Lodge No. 9 at the time of its 
surrendering- its warrant to the Provincial Grand Master (McGillivray), do 
vouch that the within minutes, as far as I am able to judge, are correct. 

** Chas. Baker. 

** Toronto, 23rd November, 1861. 
Witness, A. De Grassi." 

Bro. De Grassi, determined that ample evidence should be given 
of all the facts relating- to No. 9, called the following day, the 24th 
November, on Bro. Thos. Wallis, an old member of No. i6, and the 
first treasurer of No. 9. Bro. Wallis signed the following document: 

'* Toronto. 24tH November, 1861. 

I, Thomas WalHs. certify that T was originally a member of Lodge No. 
16, and when that Lodge surrendered their warrant, and took out the warrant 
for St. George's Lodge, No. 9, I became its first Treasurer, and continued a 
member of said Lodge until just before it gave up its warrant to the Pro- 
vincial Grand Master. I then, with the rest of the members of No. 9, took 
up and worked under the warrant of Lodge No. i, called St. Andrew's Lodge. 

I further certify that these are the original minutes of No. 9, St. George's 
Lodge. 

Thomas Wallis. 

Witness, A. De Grassi." 

This agrees with the records of St. Andre\v's lodge, which show 
that it was dormant from about 1830-40, although a few meetings 
were held between 1830-35. 

List of Members of St, George's Lodge, No. 762, E. R., No. 9, P. R., 
York, 1825-29; Arthurs, Allan; Boyes, — ; Burnside, Alex. ; Bond, George; 
Robinette, Allan; Barber, William; Baty, Chas. McK. ; Baldwin, Edmund; 
Baker, Chas.; Cody, Phillip; Cattermole, Geo.; Carfrae, Thos, ; David, Jno. ; 
Davis, Calvin; Delhmore, Wm. ; Embleton, Jno.; Fenton. John; Goessman, 
John; Hartney, P.; Hutton, — ; Ketchum, — ; McPhail, P.; McMillan, Arch.; 
Meighan, Robt. ; Meighan, Michael; Mattice, W. ; Moore. Thos. ; Milburn, 
Joseph; Martin, Jno.; Paul, Jno.; Rose, Walter; Richmond, Gernon ; Sparks, 
Jno.; (a) Snider, Jacob; (a) Sayre, Dan'l ; Stone, Urban W. ; Terry, Jno.; 
Terry, Chas.; Wallis, Thos,; W^atson, Rich. 


ROLL OF OFFICEKS, ST. GFOROE'S LODGE, No. 762 E.R., No. 9, P.R , 

YORK, 1825-29. 


Year. 

W M. 

S.W. 

J.w. 

Treas. 

Secy. 

April. 1825 
Dec, 

1826 
'* 1827 
1828 
1829 

Robt. Meig^han 
Jno. Terry. . . . 
Thos. Carfrae. 

Rd. Watson . . 
Walter Rose. 

Alex. Burnside 
Jno. Sparks. . . 
Walter Rose . . 
R. Watson .... 
G. Cattermole. 
Thos. Car/rae , 

Geo. Bond .... 
Thos. C-arfrae.. 
Rd. Watson. . 
( i. Cattermole. 

G, Cattermole.. 

Thos Wallis 

Thos. Moore. . . . 
R. Meighan 

Jno. Fenton 

Chas. McK. Baty. 

« < CI 

(( i( 
tr • < 

Year. 

S.D. 

J.D. 

Tyler. 

Master of 
Ceremonies. 

Inner Guard. 

Stewards. 

April, 1825 
Dec, 

1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 

Jno. Sparks.. 
G. Cattermole 
Jos. Milburn, 
A. McMillan. 
P. McPhail.. 
Chas, Baker. 

Jno. Davis . . 
Thos. Moore 
A. McMillan 

Allan Arthurs 
— Meighan.. 

Jno. Davis . . 
J. Sparks.. . . 

W.Dellimore 

Jno. Martin and 
Jos. Milburn. 

J. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Lodge, No. 763, E.R., No. 10, P.R., Belleville, Township of 

Thurlow, County of Hastings. 

The history of this lodge up to 182^ has been given in the period 
of the first Provincial Grand Lodge. Its subsequent history, owing 
to the lack of records, is not available. The lodge was originally 
No. 17, Thurlow, and on the 22nd September, 18:22, was warranted 
to meet at Belleville as No. 763, E.R., No. 10, P.R. In 1832 it be- 
came No. 496, The warrant was returned to England in 1857, and 
is now in the archives of the Grand Lodge at London. 

The brethren to whom the warrant was issued in 1822 were 
Bros. James Bickford, as W.M.; Caleb Norton, as S, W. ; and An- 
son Ladd, as J.W. ; and Bros. D. B. Sole, Jonathan C. Sleeper, John 
W. Maybee and Anson Hayden. 

The only original record of the lodge extant is a sheet of paper 
addressed: To John Dean, Esq., P.G.S., Bath,'' and " for'd by Mr. 
Walbridge.'' This sheet contains a letter from Bro. James Bickford, 
dated iith September, 1826, enclosing to Bro. Dean, as Provincial 
Grand Secretary, the returns of Belleville lodge,'' which, the writer 
states, have been sent after some delay." 

This is ample evidence that the lodge at Belleville was not 
dormant, and that the Royal Arch chapter was also at work. 

The lodge was represented at York at the reorganization of the 
Craft in September, 1822, by Bro. Anson Ladd, as S. W. Sz: P. M., 
lodge No. 17, Belleville," and Bro. Ladd was appointed on the 
finance committee of the provincial body. In the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge in July, 1823, Belleville, No. 17," was reported as 
having been represented. This was under its old number, for the 
new warrant had not then arrived. 

There is no trace of the lodge from 1822 until 1845, when it joined 
the third Provincial Grand Lodge under Sir A. N. MacNab, as No. 
496, E.R., and No. 4 P.R. The lodge room was destroyed by fire 
and with it all the records up to 1847. 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 

St. John's Lodge, No. 764, E.R., No. 11, P.R., Township of Hal- 
DiMAND, County of Northumberland, 1822-45. 

When St. John's lodge affiliated with the second Provincial 
Grand Lodge there were about twenty members on its roll. 

In September of 1822, prior to affiliation with the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, at a regular meeting a brother was charged with intoxi- 
cation, and pleaded guilty. He wa^ charged by the Moral Com- 
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mittee and was adjudged to receive an admonition from the chair. 
The minutes record that he received the punishment awarded, and 
returned thanks." 

The only records of the lodge in 182^-24-2^ are a petition of 
Peter Orcutt, dated -20th February, 1823; one of Henry Fisher, on 
May 22nd, 1823, and a cash account of January-June, 1823, and loth 
June, 1824. In July, 1825, a letter which had been sent by the lodge 
at Brockville to all the lodges concerning the appointment and pay- 
ment of a Grand Lecturer, is found in the MSS., but it does not ap- 
pear to have been read to the lodge. From January, 1826, the lodge 
records are fairly complete. 

At a meeting on the 19th January the lodge was opened in the 
F. C. degree, with five members present. Business was transacted 
and a " lodge of P. M.'s was opened/* and W. Bro. Fisher was in- 
stalled as W. M. 

The next meeting was on 24th April, 1826, when four members 
were present and transacted the business. The next meeting re- 
corded is that of 13th October, 1826, when nine members were pre- 
sent and the ^I. IVI. degree was worked. This meeting was held at 
Bro. Spalding's in Haldimand. On the 9th November a meeting was 
held, at which routine business was transacted. The meetings ap- 
parently were held regularly in 1826. 

In the minute book is a curious method of keeping the accounts 
of the members. The secretary, no doubt, was desirous of a short 
and explicit method, so he planned the following table, and recorded 
the requisite letters in his cash book opposite the names of the 
brethren. He heads his key thus: Definition of Characters used in 
the following page ^' : 

P., Present; A. D. D., Annual Dues Delinquent; 

A., Absent; F. D., Festival Day; 

R., Regular; S., Summoned; 

E., Emergency: A. S.. Absent after Summons; 

E. D. P., Evening Dues Paid; V., Visitor; 

E. D. D., Evening Dues Delinquent; F. V., First Visit. 

A. D. P., Annual Dues Paid: 

As an example of how his scheme worked a few names of the 
thirty-eight on the list will suffice. 


Masonic Meinoranduni, 

Jan'y 
22nd R. 

Feb'y 
19th, R. 

March 
19th, R. 

i\pril 
i6th. R. 

May 
14th, R. 

Benj'n Ewing, W.M 

John Kelly, S.W 

Charles Powers, Sec'y 

Caleb Mallory, Treas 

Thos. M. Spalding, S.D 

P.E.P. 
P.E.P. 

A. 

P. 
P.E.P, 
P.E. P. 

A. 
P.E. P. 
A, 
P. 
A. 
A. 

P.E.P. 
P.E.P. 
P.E. P. 

A. 

A. 
P.E.P. 

P.E.P, 
P.E.P. 
P. E. P. 

A. 

A. 
P.E.P. 

P.E.P. 
P.E. P. 
P.E, P. 
P.E.P. 

P K. P. 
P.E P. 


The lodge seems to have become dormant after 1826, and does 
not appear again on the roll until 1844. On the iith February of 
that year a meeting was held at Grafton, when Bros. Kwing, Spald- 
ing, Eddy, White and Mallory were present, and it was agreed that 
the lodge at its rising adjourn to Cobourg to meet there agreeably 
to by-laws, and there continue during our pleasure." Seven brethren 
affiliated at this meeting. 
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On the 19th February, 1844, the lodge met again at Grafton, 
but at a succeeding meeting in the same month it met at Cobourg. 
At this meeting it was resolved to correspond " with the Grand Lodge 
and report at the next meeting." Bro. W. H. Weller, afterwards 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada, was present, and with 
Bros. White and Clench was appointed on a committee to go to 
Toronto for instructions in regard to our communicating with the 
Grand Lodge in England respecting the lodge/' A brother Mahony, 
being in distress, it was resolved that 17/6 from the funds be given 
him to enable him to prosecute his journey to Toronto." 

At the succeeding meetings quite a number of petitions were 
received and degrees conferred. At the meeting of 19th November, 

1844, a letter from Bro. W. White, Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge at London, England, stating that the lodge had a right to meet 
under its warrant, was read. The brethren were under the impres- 
sion that, the lodge being dormant, a warrant of confirmation was 
required before they could legally work, but Bro. White wrote: 

inasmuch as a warrant of Confirmation is not required, you bein^ in 
possession of the original warrant, T have recorded its removal from Haldi- 
mand to the town of Cobourg/' 

The return to tngland showed twenty-eight on the roll, but only 
three had been registered, so that the lodge was due the Grand 
Lodge £6. 5s. od., of which £2. sent was applied thereon. The lodge 
work seemed to revive in 1845, ^or at the February meeting twenty- 
one members were present. On March 17th, 1845, Bro. Chas. 
Sewell, a jeweller of Toronto, presented the lodge with a pair of silver 
compasses. A committee was appointed to superintend the prepa- 
ration of a new lodge room. 

At the May meeting in 1845 a resolution was read, one which 
had been passed by St. Andrew's lodge. No, i, Toronto, to the efifect 
that that lodge intended to solicit the appointment of a Provincial 
Grand Lodge," and that it intended to recommend the appointment 
of W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout as Provincial Grand Master. It 
was also stated that the jewels of the second Provincial Grand Lodge 
were in the possession of R. W. Bro. Ridout. The lodge discussed 
the letter. As a resvilt the memorial was endorsed and forwarded to 
Toronto. The lodge still retained its fealty to the Grand Lodge of 
England, for on the i Tth August, ^845, it was resolved "to procure 
a dispensation for the purpose of having public processions " from 
the Grand Lodge of England. 

From the minutes of the T5th September, 1845, it appears that 
the ne\v lodge room was in the Globe Hotel in Cobourg, for a com- 
mittee was instructed " to inform the building committee of the Globe 
Hotel that if the new lodge room be not furnished by the next regu- 
lar night of meeting we do not consider ourselves bound to take it.'' 

In August the lodge had affiliated with the third 'Provincial 
Grand Lodge under Sir A. N. MacNab. This is shown by a circular 
calling tlie Provincial Grand Lodge at Toronto on the 4th November, 
and also by a resolution passed in the lodge on the 13th October, 

1845, ordering that the official announcement of the summons, call- 
ing the Provincial Grand Lodge at Toronto on 4th November, 
should be published in the newspaper at Cobourg. 
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The continuation of the history of lodge No, ii will be found 
under that of the lodges belonging to the period of the third Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge. 

List of Members of St. Johns Lodge, No. 764, E. R., No. 11, P. R., 
1832-45: 1833, Peter Orcutt. 1844, (a) Samuel Campbell, (a) Glover Ben- 
nett, (a) James Canavan, (a) F. S. Clench, (a) Truman Loveland, (a) Robert 
Sligh, (a) Daniel Tucker, Hugh Crosson, Richard Ruttan, John L'Esperance, 
Thomas Evans, (a) Wm. Weller, (a) Billings Vars, (a) Francis Murphy, 
George Perry, ^a) Edward Feigh, (a) Lewis Stiles, (a) Thomas W. Hastings, 
Robt. Hills, R. M. Boucher, R. H. Throop, F. H. Burton, Albert Yerrington, 
William Corrigal, Sidney Smith, J. B. Fortune, (a) A. S. Allen; 1845, W. H. 
Kittson, (a) Thomas Hollywell, (a) W. Hartwell, Asa A. Burnham, D. Be- 
thune, Jr., Thomas Lee, (a) Nathl. Sisson, Benj. Clark, Josiah Charles White, 
Lorenzo R. Weller, Wm. Farmer, Thos. M. Simons, Robt. Sinclair, D'Arcy 
E. Boulton, Muckwait Tremane, Francis Bennett. 


CHAPTER XL. 

King Hiram Lodge^ No. 765, E.R. ; No. 12, P.R., Town of Inger- 

soLL, County of Oxford, 1822-35, 

Ing-ersoll is a town on the River Thames, in the township of 
Oxford, county of Oxford, ten miles from Woodstock, the county 
seat. 

The lodge known as No. 765, K.R., and No. 12, P.R., was war- 
ranted in the early part of the century by R. W. Bro. Robert Kerr of 
the schismatic Grand Lodge at Niagara. The lodge joined the Grand 
Masonic Convention at Kingston, but did not affiliate promptly with 
the second Provincial Grand Lodge in September, 1822, at York. 
When R. W. Bro. McGillivray arrived at York a few days preceding 
the reorganization of the Craft, he found some unforeseen difficulties 
to contend with. While the majority of the lodges were willing to 
come in under the newly-formed organization, he discovered that a 
number of the delegates were not satisfied with the proposed arrange- 
ments. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was to meet on the 23rd Septem- 
ber, and on the .21st a delegation of several lodges sent a note to 
Bro. McGillivray to the effect that they desired to confer with him 
on Masonic business. He replied verbally that he could not receive 
delegations from lodges, nor receive any committee acting in that 
capacity, but if, as private individuals, they desired to see him he 
would willingly grant their request. This was agreed to, and W. 
Bro. Charles Ouncombe, who was spokesman of the delegation, and 
represented Mount Moriah lodge, Westminster, acting with W. Bro. 
David Curtis, of King Hiram lodge, Ingersoll, and three others, 
called on Bro. McGillivray. The report of the conversation held on 
this occasion will be found in the chapter devoted to the formation 
of the second Provincial Grand Lodge. For the sake of making the 
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connection in the minds of the reader it may be briefly stated that 
Bro. Duncombe contended that the Craft in Upper Canada should 
have the power to appoint its own Grand Master, and, while willing 
to accept Bro. McGillivray, he pointed out the neglect of R. W. 
Bro. Jarvis in Craft matters and the prevailing desire that similar 
treatment should be rendered impossible. The committee also ex- 
pressed an objection to the payment of registration fees to the re- 
organized Provincial Grand Lodge, as these fees had already been 
paid to the Grand Lodge at Niagara. 

The matter ended in the committee announcing that it would 
consult its several lodges, and at the meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge on the 23rd September, it was resolved that W. Bro. 
Duncombe of Mount Moriah lodge, Westminster, and W. Bro. David 
Curtis-, of King Hiram lodge. No. 21, IngersoU, they being un- 
prepared to receive dispensations, be admitted as visitors." 

On the 1st of October, 1822, Kling Hiram lodge, No. 21, de- 
clared its desire to come in under the banner of the newly-formed 
Grand Lodge at York. On his return to Oxford Bro. Curtis had 
evidently persuaded the lodge to affiliate with the newly-formed 
governing body, hence the action of ist October, 1822. 

On the 1st April, 1823, it was Voted that every member of 
this lodge pay Bro. D. Curtis one bushel of wheat for conveying 
dues since the sixth of August last up to the present date," and that 
Bro. Curtis receive from every member of this lodge four shillings 
in grain for night dues for the succeeding six months." 

On April ^3rd, 1823, Bro, Vrooman entered a complaint to this 
lodge saying that he has a deal with Bro. Abraham Carroll, and they 
cannot think alike thereon, and request the brethren of this lodge to 
settle the difference between them,'' and Bro. Carroll was summoned 
for that purpose. On April 30th, 1823, Bro. Carroll and Bro. Vroo- 
man agree to leave their dispute to referees." 

On 27th May, 18:23, it was Voted that Bro. Curtis write a 
letter to York to obtain our charter,'* and on June loth, 1823, Bro. 
Curtis was appointed to be our delegate at the P. G. L." 

This was the first step towards actual affiliation. The lodge by 
this time had seen that the work of R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray 
was of a permanent character, and no doubt the address of R, W. 
Bro. James Fitzgibbon at the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
in 1823 had its effect on the brethren of King Hiram. 

In the official list of the Grand Lodge at London, England, is- 
sued on 4th June, 1823, amongst the contributing lodges was ''No, 
76s, King Hiram Lodge, Oxford, Upper Canada." It appears that 
the name of the lodg^e was sent to En.e:land tog-ether with the first 
list of Bro. McGillivray, within a couple of weeks after the meeting 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge in 1822. 

In the minutes of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 8th July, 1823, 
amongst the lodges represented was " King Hiram. No. 21, Vit'toria." 
This place is in the township of Charlotteville in the county of Nor- 
folk. There was no lodge of this name or number in 181 8, and the 
original minutes of lodge No. 21 contain no reference to any change 
in Its location It is possible that it may have removed temporarily 
to Vittoria, which was a thriving place. Up to i8t6 the law courts 
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tor the London district were held at Turkey Point in the south-west 
of the township, whicii was then called Port Norfolk. 

On 2nd December, 18-23, the lodge voted two shillings and 
six pence, N.Y.C., to pay the postage to York for a dispensation/' 
At the meeting of 17th February, 18^4, " a letter was read from the 
Grand Lodge and the address from the Grand Lodge." This docu- 
ment was from the Provincial Grand Master at York. 

In the MSS. there is a copy of the dispensation granted to King 
I-Iiram lodge. It is important in view of the fact that the lodge had 
seceded from the Niagara Grand Lodge, had joined the Conven- 
tion and had now become one of the lodges of the newly organized 
Provincial Grand Lodge. It reads: 

" King Hiram Lodge, No. 21. 

" To all and every our Right Worshipful, Worshipful, and loving Brethren. 
I, SIMON McGILLIVRAY, Provincial Grand Master for the Province 
of Upper Canada, acting under His Royal Highness, Prince Augustus Frede- 
rick, Duke of Sussex, Karl of Inverness, Baron of Arklow, Knight of the 
Most Noble Order of the Garter, &c., &c., &c.. Most Worshipful Grand Mas- 
ter of the United Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Kngland. 

"SEND GREETING; WHEREAS, the Dispetisation hereunto an- 
nexed has been produced to me as the authority under which King Hiram 
Lodge, or No. 21, therein designated, has been constituted, and has hereto- 
fore acted, and a humble petition has been presented to me by Brother Solo- 
mon King, as Worshipful Master, Brother Calvin Martin, as Senior Warden, 
Brother Silas Williams, as Junior Warden, and Brothers Alanson Towsley^ 
Archibald Burtch. Reuben Martin, and David Curtis, as members of the 
said Lodge, praying for a Warrant of Constitution, or such other authority 
as it may be competent for me to grant, empowering them to continue their 
meetings as a regular lodge — NOW KNOW YE, that I, having taken the 
same into serious consideration, do hereby authorize and empower our said 
brothers, and other regular members of the said lodge, and those who shall 
hereafter become such, and as such shall be regularly reported to and re- 
gistered in the books of the Grand Lodge of England, to continue their meet- 
ings and proceedings as a regular lodge, and to enter, pass, and raise Free 
Masons, conformably to the Laws and Constitutions of the Grand Lodge, 
and not otherwise, and to do all such other acts as may lawfully be done by a 
regular warranted lodge, and I do hereby approve the election of officers made 
by the said lodge, and do hereby appoint the said Brother Solomon King 
to be Worshipful Master, Brother Calvin Martin to be Senior Warden, and 
Brother Silas Williams to be Junior Warden, and direct that they and their 
successors, duly elected and appointed, shall continue in the said offices until 
such time as a warrant shall be granted to their said lodge, under the seal of 

the Grand Lodge of England. And for so doing this Dispensation shall 

be their sufficient authority, to remain in force until such Warrant shall have 
been granted, but subject always to the approval of the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master. 

" Given under my hand and seal at York, in the said Province, the 
twelfth day of March, in the year of our Lord 1824, and of Masonry, 5824. 
" By command of the Right Worshipful Grand Master, 

" James Fitzgibbon, 

D. P. G. M/' 

B. Turquand, 

" G. SecV *' 

On March i6th, 1824, at the regular lodge, ''A motion wsls 
made that the lodge take under their charge a lame boy, the son of 
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Noah Clark's widow, to provide clothing and maintenance, and put 
the boy to school, during* the pleasure of the lodge, and to defray 
the charges of the same, appropriation to be made out of such funds 
of the lodge as are contained in obligation dues to the lodge. Voted 
that a committee of four be appointed to carry the above resolutions 
into effect/' 

On loth August^ 1824, The new dispensation from the Pro- 
vincial Grand Master was read and approved of/' This is the first 
record of allegiance to the Provincial Grand Lodge at York, 

At the meeting of 1:2th October, 1824, the brethren paid up their 
quarterages," and these dues were paid into the hands of Salmon 
King% W. M., to be paid over to the Grand Lodge at York/' The 
lodge also contracted with Bro. David Curtis to furnish the lodge 
with liquor and candles for six months and to pay him quarterly in 
grain/' 

On the 7th December, 1834, the minutes record Postage paid 
on a packet from the Grand Lodge at York four shillings and one 
penny out of the funds of the lodge,'' and another entry states that a 
vote was taken " to send to the Grand Lodge for a permit to form 
a procession. The lodge met with regularit^^ during 1824 and a large 
amount of work was done. 

On July 5th, 1825, it was carried that the lodge highly approve 
of the conduct of Bro. S. King as W. Master of this Lodge, during 
the time he has presided over the same/' On the 30th August five 
dollars was allowed for boarding and schooling Seth Clark/' On 
8th September, 1825, the brethren voted to be represented to the 
Grand Lodge by letter to be sent to our brethren of Mount Moriah 
Lodge/' This lodge met at Westminster (London). On 29th No- 
vember, 1825, it was Voted that this lodge be removed to the house 
of Bro, C. Martin, on the second day of December next/' 

In the minutes of the meetings of 1825-26 the accounts of mem- 
bers were charged in decimal currency; for example, Silas Williams 
" paid 37 cents being his quarterages/^ while there was also paid 
"35 cents for postage on letters " and 47 cents for postage/' The 
item of postage in the pioneer days was an extensive one. 

In 1826 R. Bro. John Beikie, who had taken the place of 

R. W, Bro. James Fitzgibbon as Provincial Grand Master, in reply 
to a communication on the subject of Masonic funerals and festival 
days wrote to the W. M. of No. 21 as follows: 

" York, 14th February, 1826. 

"Worshipful Brother: 

Application having been made to me, on the part of certain lodges in this 
Province, for permission to form processions at funerals and on Festival days, 
I have thought it right to communicate to the brethren at large my ideas on 
that subject. 

'* It appears by the Constitution of our Ancient and Venerable Order, 
that no Mason can be interred wiHi the formalities of the Order, unless it be 
at his own special request, nor unless he has been advanced to the sublime 
degree of Master Mason. The wish of the deceased having been communi- 
cated to the Master of the Lodge, of which ^he died a member, the Master 
must apply to the Provincial Grand Master, or to his deputy, for a Dispensa- 
tion. 
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" Taking into consideration, however, the delay that must necessarily 
occur in making such application, especially to lodges situated in distant 
parts of this Province, before such Dispensation could possibly be obtained, I 
have thought it advisable and proper to authorize Masters of Lodges to intei 
a brother, with the usual formalities, without the necessity of making such 
application in all cases where it cannot conveniently be done otherwise, but at 
the same time, taking special care in all such instances, that the rules enjoined 
by the Constitution have first been punctually adhered to. 

" With respect to processions on Festival days, I would observe that the 
custom has fallen into disuse in the United Kingdom, as being in a great 
measure inconsistent with the principles of our venerable Order, which rather 
seeks retirement and secrecy than public ostentation, and as this opinion has 
been adopted by the best informed and most enlightened Masons, possessing 
all the advantages of personal wealth and Masonic magnificence, I trust you 
will agree with me in thinking that we, who are every way so inferio-, would 
act wisely in copying their example, and so refrain from an exhibition to which 
our means as men and Masons are inadequate. 
*' I remain, Worshipful Brother, 

" Yours fraternally, 

''John Beikie, 
Deputy Prov. Grand Master for Upper Canada." 

Mr. Salmon King, 

" Master of King Hiram Lodge, No. 21, 
Township of Oxford, 
" District of London." 

In a memorandum of notes and accounts due the lodge, No. 21, 
up to October 17th, 1826, quite a large sum of money — some $200 — 
is covered. On the 6th Nov., 1827, it was Voted that the Lodge loan 
money to the brethren to pay their quarterages." The lodge was, 
therefore, fulfilling the purpose of a juvenile loan association. On the 
17th April, 1827, it was Voted that this lodge feel it their duty in 
regard to the death of His Royal Highness, the Duke of York, to 
go into mourning for one month.'* 

In a letter in the MSS., dated Mount Pleasant, 7th November, 
1827, Bro. W. Cornish writes to the secretary of Oxford lodge, who 
had summoned him for dues, that he had given Dr. King a case of 
pocket surgical instruments and he was to have taken up the note.'' 
Bro. Cornish had given a note for his dues. 

On 30th May, 1828, it was resolved that " Bro. Charles Duncombe 
be appointed our delegate to transact business for us in the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge." This meeting was a special Lodge of Emer- 
gency for the purpose of sending a delegate to the Grand Lodge." 
Bro. Duncombe was so prominent a man in Craft circles that in 
1835, when an attempt was made to organize a Provincial Grand 
Lodge at London, he was selected as Provincial Grand Master. 
There is no record of the proceedings of the meeting of Grand Lodge 
in 1828 either in the MSS. of the Provincial Grand Body or in the 
records of any of the lodges composing it. 

On 3rd June, 1828, it was voted that " John Strong be expelled 
from this lodge, and all other Masonic lodges throughout the world, 
and that the same be published in the ' Gore Gazette/ printed at An- 
caster." 

On the 28th October, 1828, it was "Voted by the lodge that 
Bro. Coady's due bill be destroyed, he being dead." At this meeting 
25a 
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the W. M. received a communication from the Grand Lodge at York, 
dated 15th of August and received September 25th/' It v^as usually 
a matter of from three to five days for the mail to reach Oxford from 
York. In this case the letter could not have been posted on the same 
day as it was w^ritten. 

It was customary, in those days, to publish the names of ex- 
pelled members in the newspapers of the country. At a lodge of 
emergency, on 27th August, 1829^ it was 

'* Motioned and seconded, by vote unanimous, that Bro. W. M. Jrlarris 
be suspended from this lodge, until he merits his restoration by better conduct, 
and all Masonic brethren around the globe have the same information, when 
it may be convenient, or inquired into by any brother." 

On the 15th September, 1829, the lodge, being requested to send 
a representative to the Provincial Grand Lodge at Kingston, on 
2ist of the same month, it was deemed best to omit the represen- 
tation above cited, on account of the shortness of the notice/' There 
is no record of the minutes of this meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge. It is presumed that they v^ere not printed. 

A meeting of No. 21 was held in October, 1830, and again in 
May, 183 1, but no meetings were held from that date until January 
28th, 1835, and from that date there is complete rest from Masonic 
work until 1852. In 1836 lodge No. 14, at Brantford, sent W. Bro. 
Curtis, of No. 21, a letter of invitation to the meeting of that lodge. 
The postscript is a unique addition to Masonic literature: 

** Bro. D. Curtis: You are hereby notified that a regular communication 
of Lodge No. 14 of Free and Accepted Masons, will be holden at the Lodge 
Room in Brantford, on Thursday, the 25th day of this month, at two o'clock, 
p.m., at which time and place your attendance is particularly requested. By 
order of the Worshipful Master. 

Brantford, August 19th, 1836, Flint L. Keys, SecV " 

N.E. We meet at the hour in solemn silence, and unexpected to the peo- 
ple of the village, we form a procession, and carry the new furniture to the 
hall with white gloves and aprons on, 

** There is business on the ist and 3rd degrees. Please attend. 

" A. Collins, W. M." 

This closes the history of lodge No. 21^ which in 185 1 was re- 
warranted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland and continued under that 
obedience until its union with St. John's lodge. No. 35, at Ingersoll, 
a lodge which afterwards became No. 68 on the roll of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

Union Lodge, No, 766, E. R., No. 13, P. R., Township of Rich- 
mond, County of Lennox, 1822-45. 

This lodge was originally warranted by R. W. Bro. Jarvis about 
1S13 to meet in the township of Richmond, county of Lennox. It 
was then known as Union lodge. No. 25, at Richmond, and met at 
Richmond Mills, some miles east of the present town of Napanee. 
This place is one hundred and thirty-four miles from Toronto, on 
the main line of the Grand Trunk railway. Of the proceedings of 
the lodge from September, 1822, until November^ 1823, nothing is 
known beyond the fact that it was at work. At the first meeting of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada under R. W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray, on the roll of delegates was Bro. Joseph 
Pringle, W. M. Union Lodge, No. 25, Richmond." 

In 1823 the brethren of No. 25 " desired to remove their lodge 
from Richmond Mills to Fredericksburgh. The request was ad- 
dressed to the Provincial Grand Lodge and reads: 

We, the under named subscribers of Union Lodge, No. 25, do hereby 
certify that it is our request to have the Lodge No. 25 removed to Fredericks- 
burgh, to be holden at the shop occupied by Quackinbush and Fortier, until 
we can build for the purpose of holding the Lodge there, or near that place, 
and we do hereby authorize John Dean, G. S., to annex our names respectfully 
to the petition, for the removal of Richmond Lodge, No. 25, to Fredericks- 
burgh, as witness our hands: John Bradshaw, Abraham Prindle, George 
Smith, Daniel Pringle, Jacob Quackinbush, Senica Rider, Cyrinius Forster, 

Fredericksburgh, November 13th, 1823." 

The next MS. is undated. It was a petition from the W. M. of 
Richmond lodge. No. 13, complaining of the unmasonic conduct of 
one of his members. The document is important as it gives the pro- 
vincial number and shows that the lodge was on the roll of that body. 
The lodge under the new warrant issued in 1S22 was " No. 766, 
E. R., and No. 13, P. R/' At the meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge at York on 8th July, 1823, it was represented as " No. 13," 
and from that date appears to have been so represented until 1827. 

There is no record of the removal of the lodge from Richmond 
Mills to Fredericksburgh. Lodge " No. 759, E. R., No. 6, P. R./' 
had been duly warranted at Fredericksburgh^, and unless it were to 
locate No. 13 in some other part of the township of that name there 
does not seem to be any reason for the proposed removal. 

In the MSS. of 1825 there are two petitions; in one the name is 
illegible — the other is from Martin Bradshaw. The lodge was cer- 
tainlv at work, for the petitions are recommended by its members. 

In the MSS. of 1826 there is a receipt for moneys paid by the 
lodge. The next is dated 1832 and is absolute evidence that the 
lodge was at work, but the exact location is not given. This MS. is 
of interest, as it is a certificate that Bro. Wm. Bowen had been initi- 
ated in lodge No. 25/' which was the number of this lodge prior 
to 1822, and that he was senior deacon in 1832. The certificate reads: 
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We, the undersigned Members of Union Lodge, No. 9, of Free and 
Accepted Masons of the Village of Napanee, do hereby certify that 
the Bearer, Brother William Bowen, was initiated, passed and raised 
in the said Lodge (No. 25) — that he left the said Lodge in good 
standing, and was Senior Warden in the said Lodge in the year 1832. 
The records of said Lodge were destroyed by fire. 
" Wm. Bowen. P. M. I. P., &c., 

Frankford. 
" Wm. Bowen. 

" Daniel Pringle, P. M. 
George Schryer, J. W." 

This MS. also shows the fate of the records, which were de- 
stroyed by fire on the i6th May in some year subsequent to 1832. 

Bro. Bowen lived at Frankford, a village at the junction of Cold 
Creek and the river Trent, in the township of Sidney, county of 
Hastings, fourteen miles north-west of Belleville. Bro. Bowen's 
relatives live at the present day in Frankford. 

The MS. given embraces all the records from 1822-45. The 
lodge in the latter year affiliated with the third Provincial Grand 
Lodge under Sir A. N. MacNab, and its history will be found in that 
period as lodge No. 499, E. R., No. 6, P. R.," Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West. 


CHAPTER XLII. 

Lodge, No. 767, E. R., No. 14, P. R., in the Township of Town- 
send, CouNTv OF Norfolk, 1822-45. 

The history of lodge No. 26, in the township of Townsend, 
county of Norfolk, from 1812-22, has been given in the period de- 
voted to the first Provincial Grand Lodge. No. 26 did not affiliate 
with the Kingston Convention and awaited the turn of events, 
brought about by the Provincial Grand Lodge of 1822. It does not, 
however, appear to have been represented at the meeting in Septem- 
ber, 1822, at which the provincial body was reorganized at York. 
The first record of its name in the minutes of the provincial body 
is in 1823, when amongst the representatives were those of Town- 
send, No. 26/' 

A letter from Bro. B, Turquand to Bro. John Dean, dated 27th 
November, 1822^ contains the following paragraph concerning this 
lodge : 

I now beg- to inform you that two dispensations have been issued since 
your departure to the undermentioned lodges, viz.: Lodge No. 26, Townsend. 
Oliver Smith, W. M. ; Sherman Hide, S. W. ; John H. Dodge, J. W.; Ezekiel 
Foster, Jacob Eangs, Gabriel Culver, Morris Sovereign, members/' 

The lodge affiliated with the Provincial Grand Lodge at its re- 
organization. Its name was sent to England by R. W, Bro. McGilli- 
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vray in 1822 and its warrant is dated the 22nd September of that 
year, which is the date of all the warrants of the second Provincial 
Grand Lodge. It was given the numbers 767, K. R., and 14 P. R." 
There are no records of the lodge extant during this period. The 
warrant reads : 

SIMON McGILLIVRAY, P.G.M. 

(Seal) 

TO ALL AND EVERY, OUR RIGHT WORSHIPFUL, WORSHIPFUL, 
AND LOVING BRETHREN. 

I, SIMON McGILLIVRAY, Provincial Grand Master for the Province 
of Upper Canada, acting under His Royal Highness, Prince Augustus Frede- 
rick, Duke of Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of Arklow, Knight of the Most 
Noble Order of the Garter, &c., &c., &c.. Most Worshipful Grand Master of 
the Ancient Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England. 

SEND GREETING: 

Whereas the warrant hereunto annexed has been produced to me, as the 
authority, under which the lodge, number twenty-six, therein designated, has 
been constituted, and heretofore acted, and an humble petition has been pre- 
sented to me by Bro. Oliver Smith, as Worshipful Master; Bro. Sherman 
Hide, as Senior Warden; and Brother John H. Dodge, as Junior Warden; 
Brothers Ezekiel Foster, Jacob Langs, Gabriel Culver, Morris Sovereign, as 
members of the above designated lodge, praying for a warrant of constitution/ 
or such other authority as it may be competent to me to grant, empowering 
them to continue their meetings as a regular lodge — NOW KNOW YE^ that 
having taken the same into serious consideration, I DO HEREBY authorize 
and empower our said brothers and other regular members of the said lodge, 
and those who shall hereafter become such, and as such shall be regularly 
reported to and registered in the books of the Grand Lodge of England, to 
continue their meetings, and to hold a regular lodge, and to enter, pass, and 
raise free masons, conformably to the laws and constitutions of the Grand 
Lodge, and not otherwise, and to do all such other acts as may lawfully be 
done by a regular warranted lodge, and I DO HEREBY approve the election 
of officers made by the said lodge, and hereby appoint the said brother Oliver 
Smith, Worshipful Master; Sherman Hide, Senior Warden; and Bro. John H. 
Dodge, Junior Warden; and direct that they and their successors, duly elected 
and appointed, shall continue in the said offices until such time as a war- 
rant shall be granted to their said lodge, under the seal of the Grand Lodge of 
England, and for so doing this dispensation shall be their sufficient authority, 
to remain in force until such warrant shall have been granted, but subject 
always to the approval of the Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

Given under my hand and seal at York, in the said Province, this twenty- 
third day of September, in the year of our Lord 1822, and of Masonry, 5822. 

By command of the Right Worshipful Grand Master, 

James Fitzgibbon, 

D. P. G. M. 

B. Turquand, 

for John Dean, P. T. 
Bernard Turquand, 

Prov. Grand Sec'ies. 

The Craft lodges under the sanction of R. W. Bro. Jarvis, and 
also those w^arranted by the schismatic Grand Lodge under R. W. 
Bro. Robert Kerr, both claimed the right of empow^ering the lodges 
of their obedience to work the Mark and Royal Arch degrees. So 
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that even after the reorg^anization, the Provincial Grand Chapter of 
Upper Canada, a body that had existed from 1804, objected to that 
power being exercised by Craft lodges. In January, 1823, Bro. Ab- 
ner Everett, of Union lodge, No. :24, West Flamboro', found that 
the lodge at Townsend was exceeding its powers in giving the Mark 
degree. As an officer of the Provincial Grand Chapter he wrote to 
V. W. Bro. Dean: 

Ancaster, 19th January, 1823. 

Companion Dean: I hope you will excuse my troubling you with this 
communication. It was my intention, when I saw you at York, to have inter- 
fered no more with the business of the Fraternity, but for reasons which I shall 
assign to you, I think it my duty to waive that resolution in the present case, 
first, in tHe discharge of my duty as an officer of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, 
second, as a duty I owe to the Chapter, over which I have the honor to pre- 
side, third, to prevent my friends from being imposed upon. The purport of 
this communication is to inform you of the Lodge in Townsend, the number I 
do not recollect, conferring the Mark Degree by virtue of a Dispensation from 
the Provincial Grand Lodge, while working under the Niagara authority. 
They claimed the privilege by virtue of their warrant, and they still continue 
the practice under the new authority. About the 20th of November last, they 
conferred the degree on five, and among the number was one member of our 
Lodge, stating to him they had as good authority as we had in the Chapter, 
and would give the Degree for $2.00, and we have five. When they were 
working under the former authority, I undertook to reason the case with one 
of their most leading members, but to no effect. We then passed a resolu- 
tion in our Chapter, those who had taken the first degree in their lodge, 
should pay the same, as though they never had received it. This had no effect, 
and since their new authority. Companion Sherman Wright, Secretary to our 
Chapter, wrote them, and when I saw him last had got no reply. For the 
reasons before stated, I thought it my duty to communicate the proceedings 
to you, that you inay act as you think most proper. 

I am. Sir, 

Yours fraternally, 

Abner Kverett. 

There are no records of this lodge from 1823 until 1832, when 
we find that the lodge met at the house of Arthur Murphy in the 
township of Townsend, county of Norfolk. This was the house 
known as Murphy's tavern, located four miles south of Oakland 
Corners and three miles north of the present town of Waterford. The 
lodge had assembled for work from 1822. It may, however, be stated 
that it was not unlike a moveable feast " or holiday/' for it both 
perambulated and circumambulated the county of Norfolk. 

The records of the festival of St. John in June, 1832, are given: 

Lodge No. 14 of Free and excepted Masons at House of Br. Arthur 
Murphy in Townsend. June 25th, 1832, for the purpose of celebrating^ St. John's. 
Present as follows (Viz.): Br. Oliver Smith, W. M. ; Br. Jacob Langs, Jr., 
S, W.; Br. Wm. H. Thompson, J. W. ; Br. Nicholas Bodine. Tr. ; Br. Ezekiel 
Foster, Sect.; Br. Adam Bowlby, S. D.; Br. Hiram Gates, J. D., P. T. ; Br. 
Henry Gates, Tyler; Br. Jacob Glover, James Beal, Jacob Clark, Mica Spen- 
cer, V. B.; Jabez L. Collver, Nathan Smith, John Dudbridge, Sr., — Fowler, 
Gabriel Culver, Aaron Staght, Roswell Spencer, V. B., Arthur Murphy. 

" Lodge opened on the first degree of Masonry. 

Minutes of the Last Lodge read and confirmed. 

Br. Jacob Langs, Marshal of the day. 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


Br. N. Smith & Br. Jacob Glover, Stewards. 
Br. John Dudbridge, Sr., Afsistant Tyler. 

Lodge dispensed with and Marched in form from Br. Murphy's to the 
school house, where the Revd. John Brining delivered an appropriate discourse 
and much to the satisfaction of the Brethren, after which we returned to Br. 
Murphy's and attended to the necefsary business of the day (after the Lodge 
was caird from Refreshment to labor). 

" Br. Treasurer, Cr., by Cash paid the Revd. John Brining. . . .£1. o. o. 

Labor Crandal, Cr., by cash o. S 7. 

I>aid Br. Fero .... 1/2 

" Moved and Resolved that Br. Fero shall Receive $12.00 out of the funds 
of the Lodge for notifying a number of our Brethren who were deficient in 
paying their entering, pafsing and Raising Fees. 

Moved that James Parker shall receive one dollar out of the funds of 
the Lodge as a donation. 

Br. Treasurer, Cr., by Cash paid Br. Parker, £0. 5. o. 
Lodge closed in due form. Posted. E. Foster, Sect." 

The lodg-e continued its work at Murphy's, for it met, trans- 
acted business and adjourned " until the regular meeting in Sep- 
tember, 1832. The minutes read: 

Lodge No. 14 met at the house of Br. A. Murphy in To'wnsend, July 
i2th, 1832, present as follows (Viz.) : Br. O. Smith, W. M. ; Br. N. Bodine, 
S. W., P. T.; Br. J. Fero, J. W., P. T,; Br. J. Glover, Tr., P. T. ; Br. A. Mur- 
phy, Secty, TP. T. ; Br. Hiram Gates, J. D., P. T. ; Br. P. Glover, S. D., P. T.; 
Br. Henry Gates, Tyler; Bn L. Schofield, V. B. 

" Minutes of the Last Lodg-e read & confirmed. , 
" Lodge opened on the first degree of Masonry. The petition of Allen 
Cameron was accepted ; Br. Hiram Gates, Br. Thompson, and Br. Capern 
appointed a Committee to investigate the character of the petitioner. 

"Also the Petition of Victor Brown was accepted; Br, J, Fero; Br. IN. 
Smith and Br. Hayes was appointed a Committy to Investigate the Character 
of the Petitioner. 

Resolved that the Lodge be adjourned to the Regular Communication 
in Sept. 

Lodge closed in Good Harmony. 

Br. Murphy, Cr., By Room & Refreshment. 

''A Murphy, Sec, P. T." 

Posted.*' 

There were no less than six pro tern " officers, so that in point 
of attendance the officers were certainly neglectful. 

Lane's Masonic Records show that the warrant of this lodge, 
issued by the United Grand Lodge of England, after the organiza- 
tion of the Provincial Grand Lodge, was dated 23rd September, 
that the warrant sent from England had been originally issued 
in England in 1S14 as No. 767, and a contribution is acknowledged 
in the quarterly report of the Grand Lodge of England, 24th June, 
1823, from lodge " No. 767, Townsend, Upper Canada,'' amount- 
ing to £3. 13s. 6d. In 1832 the warrant was re-numbered 500 '' by 
the Grand Lodge of England. 

The next MS. is a circular issued by lodge No. 14, at Brantford, 
to which place the lodge must have moved after 1832. It was an 
invitation to neighboring lodges to attend the festival of St. John, 
the Evangelist, on the 27th December, 1836. This document at 
first view does not look like anything more than an ordinary piece of 
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MS., but it is an essential piece of evidence in tracing- the move- 
ments of the lodg-e. In 1832 the lodge met at Murphy's tavern in 
Townsend and then — how long^ after is not stated — it met in Brant- 
ford, county of Brant, adjacent to Norfolk, The circular referred 
to reads: 

To all worthy brethren of the most Antient and Honorable Fraternity of 
Free and Accepted Masons, who are in good and regular standing as such, 
before whom these presents may come, — GREETING: 

NOW THEREFORE KNOW YE, 

That we, the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren, of Lodge No. 
14, which is now holden at Brantford, under the sanction and authority of His 
Royal Highness, the Duke of Sussex, Grand Master of England, &c., &c., — 
in continuation of our labor, and agreeable to an ancient custom, have solemnly 
agreed to hold a Festival on Tuesday, the 27th day of December, instant, in 
commemoration of our Christian Patron, St. John, the Evangelist. 

The Lodges and Brethren in St. Thomas, London, Oxford, Ancaster, 
Hamilton, and their vicinity, are respectfully invited to attend, and join with 
us in celebrating the day, and to appear in the regular costume of the Order* 

The Lodge wilT convene at the Mansion House in Brantford, at ten o'clock, 
A.M., when a procession will be formed, which will proceed to the Methodist 
Chapel, where an address will be delivered, and the Installation of the officers 
take place. The procession will then return to the Hall, after which they will 
partake of a dinner, which will be prepared for the occasion at the Mansion 
House. Tickets to be had at the Bar, price 2s. 6d. Currency; Wines and 
Liquors not included. 

Lewis Burwell, Esq., will deliver the address. Captain A. Colton and 
Jacob Langs, Marshall's of the day. The Amateur Band of Ancaster have 
been respectfully invited, and will give a zest to the performances of the day 
and occasion. 

By order of the Committee of Arrangement. 

F. L. Keys, Sec. 

Brantford, December 5. 1836. 

The points proved by this circular are that No. 14 was in Brant- 
ford in 1836, and that there is no doubt that it was the lodge No. 14 
warranted to meet in Townsend, as the lodges at St. Thomas, Lon- 
don, Oxford and Ancaster are invited to participate. If No. 14 had 
still be en in Townsend its locality would have been included with 
the above. 

The period of the lodge at Brantford may have been short, but 
in 1837 it must have made another move, for the minutes of a meet- 
ing in the hall of Bro. Isaac Robberson held on the 12th October, 
1837, are extant. These minutes are given verbatim. The names 
correspond with those given in the minutes of 1832, but no informa- 
tion concerning the locality is given. From another source it is 
learned that Robberson's Hall," or more properly speaking " Rob- 
inson's Hall," was a public meeting place in a hotel built by Mr. 
John Robinson^ a grain dealer. It was situated on the south side of 
Colborne street, near Market street, Brantford, and was pulled down 
thirty years ago. 

" Lodge No. 14 met at Brother Robberson's hall on the 12th Oct., 1837. 
Opened on the first degree of Masonry. 

The Brethren Present: Br. O. Smith, W. M.; Br. Crosby, S. W., Prt., 
Paid; Br. Pilkey, J. W., P., Paid; Br. Stevens, Sec*y, P., Paid; Br. Robber- 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 393 

son. Treas., P., Paid; Br. C. Smith, Tilor; Br. F. Gates, Paid; Br. H. Gates, 
Paid; — E Dutton, W. D. Dutton, Paid. 

The minutes of the last lodge was read and confirmed. 

The Petitions of Hiram Venn Newcombe, Moses Hunt and John Herring- 
ton were presented and accepted, and the committee appointed to investigate 
their character: Br. Pilkey, Br. Crosby, Br, Rose, to report at the next com- 
munication. 

It is motioned and carried that Brother Pilkey is a member of lodge No. 
14. Fees Paid, 5/- 

Br. Hiram Gates, Dr., to two notes of hand, signed by Wm. Thompson 
and David Secord, three Pounds, five shillings Currency, Oct. 12th, 1837. 

Br. Isaac Robberson, Dr., to one note of hand, signed Flint T. Keas, 


amount of £2. TO. 

One Do. signed Wm. Tompson, Dr. . . , 2, 10. 

One Do. signed F. Picket, Dr 2. 10. 


Carried over leaf .£7. 10. 


It is motioned and seconded that Bro. Smith, Wm. D, Dullon and B. 
Stevens is a committee to close up the books previous to the next Regular 
Communication. Carried by vote. 

The several Lodges now open is now closed in due form in good harmony. 

As voted that Brother Robberson shall Receive ten shillings Cy, per night 
for the use of Room and Candles. 

Petition of Leonard Fay is accepted. 

Committee: R. Stevens, I. Robberson, — Taggart. 

The records from 1839 until 1842 have not been preserved, but 
a letter, dated 3rd February, 1842, signed by Bro. W. M, Wilson, 
Oliver Blake and Jacob Langs, shows that No. 14 was meeting at 
Simcoe in the county of Norfolk at that time. It reads: 

Simcoe, 3rd Feb'y. 1842, 

Talbot District. 

To the Worshipful Master of 

St. Andrew's Lodge, Toronto. 

Worshipful Master and Brethren; — 

We, the undersigned members of Lodge No. 14 of Free and Accepted 
Masons, having been appointed as a Committee to communicate with you 
and the Brethren of your lodge, avail ourselves of the earliest opportunity of 
doing so. 

It has long been the opinion of this lodge that a closer connection with 
other lodges should be established, and as we hear so frequently of the flourish- 
ing condition of the lodge under your control, it is the general desire of the 
Brethren here that we should open a correspondence with you; we trust that 
the feeling may be reciprocal. 

We have much pleasure in bearing testimony to the increasing prosperity 
of this lodge (No. 14) ; after many changes and discouragements, it is now 
fairly, and we trust finally, settled in this place. We number about sixty 
brethren, and our regular communications are well attended. 

We have been requested to ascertain whether any communications are 
kept up by you with the Grand Lodge in England, and the nature of such 
communication. 

From the long period which has elapsed since any official communication 
has been made to this lodge, we are even ignorant who bears the honorable 
title of Deputy Grand Master in this Province, and as we are all actuated by a 
warm desire that brotherly love should increase, and that an elevated degree 


394 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


of social intercourse should be maintained among the brethren of the mystic 
tie, we have opened this communication. 

We would feel much gratified in receiving a reply to this letter, addressed 
to Mr. R. H. Lee, the Secretary of our Lodge, Simcoe. 

Congratulating you most sincerely on your present high standing, we 
remain with much respect. Most Worshipful Brother, 

Yours in the bonds of fellowship, 

Wm. M. Wilson, 
Oliver Blake, 
Jacob Langs. 

This letter indicates that the lodge. No. 14, was a prosperous 
body and that after many changes and discouragements it is now 
fairly and we trust finally settled in this place'' (Simcoe). The lodge 
had about sixty " members and Mr. R. H. Lee at Simcoe v^as the 
secretary. Bro. W. Mercer Wilson was probably the author of the 
letter, having in view the movement which forty years afterwards, 
through his exertions, gave the Craft a permanent foundation in 
Upper Canada. 

So little is known of early Masonry in Townsend that the sub- 
stance of a pleasant interview, held in 1891, with an old member of 
the Craft, W. Bro. William Thompson of Oakland-, in Oakland 
township, county of Brant, Ontario, will shed partial light on some 
facts connected with Craft work which have not been presented in 
the Masonic writings of the district. 

For an old man — a brother who in 1891 was ninety yea.Ts of 
age — Bro. Thompson had an excellent recollection of many of the 
circumstances surrounding his early life, not only as a youngster 
brought up in a regiment, but also as a member of the Craft. Bro. 
Thompson was born in Castlebar, county Mayo, Ireland, in May of 
1 80 1. He died in 1897. His father enlisted early in the century 
in the ist Royal Scots and was stationed with that regiment in Ire- 
land, Kngland and the Barbadoes. From the latter place the regi- 
ment came to Quebec early in 181 3, and in June of that year was at 
Kingston, taking part in the attack on Sodus Bay. It passed 
through York, Upper Canada, about the end of June or beginning of 
July. Bro. Thompson states that his father was promoted to the 
position of non-commissioned officer about 1800. He had a dis- 
tinct recollection that his father told him, many years after the war, 
how on the march from Kingston to the Niagara frontier part of the 
baggage with the regiment was left behind at York, before it was 
relieved — having passed through York — the barracks and store- 
houses were burned and the boxes and baggage belonging to the 
officers and non-coms, ransacked. While others lost clifTerent ar- 
ticles, his father's box was untouched, and often he wondered how 
his belongings had escaped pillage when those of other sergeants 
had been stolen. He could only account for it by the fact that his 
Masonic apron was folded on the top of a suit of clothes in the trunk, 
and that possibly he who searched the box may have been a brother 
Mason, for there were quite a number in the American land forces 
of Col. Scott. 

There were three warrants in the Tst Royals all under authontv 
of the G rand Lodge of Ireland, viz.: No. tt, from 1732-1847, No. 
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74, from 1 737-1801, and an older lodge. No. 381, from 1763-65. Bro. 
Thompson's father must have been a member of either the first or 
second lodge. 

The regiment was sent around the lake to the Niagara frontier, 
halting for some time at the head of Burlington Bay. It was during 
this halt in the midsummer of 181 3 that the American fleet under 
Commodore Chauncey and the British under Sir James Yeo man- 
oeuvred and fought within sight of Burlington Heights. Bro. 
Thompson stated that he lemembered as a boy the fact that nearly 
every soldier at Burlington was sick, and that the only body of men 
fit for service was the Glengarry Fencibles, who had been sent from 
York to protect the stores. 

History tells us that Chauncey in July of 18 13 sailed for Bur- 
lington Heights, but that, learning of the defenceless state of York, 
he changed his course and on the 23rd July landed at York and 
burned the barracks — so that Bro. Thompson's memory was not in 
any way defective. 

Bro. Thompson with a smile said that there was only one horse 
in Hamilton — he must have meant in the regiment — and he further 
stated that if Chauncey had landed he could have captured all the 
stores, as the place was held by only three hundred men, while the 
force of the Americans was three times that number. 

Bro. Thompson then related the story of his Masonic life^ which 
can best be given in his own language. He said: 

" I came to Oakland in 1822 and was made a Mason in 1834, in 
a lodge — No. 26 — in Townsend, which met in Waterford in a two- 
storey house, where the Allis block has been erected. We worked 
here pretty steadily until the winter of 1826-27, when the Morgan 
excitement was so great in the country that the Master thought it 
would be better to stop work for a while. Bros. James Bears, David 
Secord and myself took charge of the lodge chest, with the jewels 
and the warrant, and about 1829-32 opened at Murphy's Tavern, 
about three miles north of Waterford. We did a little work here. 
Oliver Smith was Master. We had to leave there and then we 
opened the lodge at Beemer's tavern in Scotla,nd. We had no war- 
rant but a dispensation from the Grand Lodge of Ireland." 

In this statement Bro. Thompson must have been mistaken as 
there was no dispensation or warrant issued by the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland until June, 1853, and his statement would locate an Irish 
lodge in Brantford in 1835. When questioned closely Bro. Thomp- 
son did not vary his statement in regard to the Irish lodge. He 
continued his narrative: 

From Scotland we moved to Brantford. I was the first Master, 
and there we did considerable business. A man named Cotton took 
the chair after me. About 1836 there was a great desire for an in- 
dependent Grand Lodge and a Convention was held at T^ondon late 
in the year. The Brantford lodge was opposed to it. There were 
two Masons — Bros. Huntingdon and Dutton — both Royal Arch 
Masons — who had influence in the lodge, so some of the members 
thought they would have a delegate to represent them at the Con- 
vention and they asked me to go, knowing that I was an advocate 
for a new Grand Lodge. The brethren that I have named pressed 


396 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


me and I finally agreed to be a representative on certain conditions, 
viz. : that I would have the right to express my views and opinions 
and endeavor to carry out the enterprise, but if a vote were taken I 
must vote against it, as I would then represent the lodge. I went to 
the Convention — it met in the Mansion House hotel, in London — 
and stated my position, but when it came to a vote I really stood 
alone^ for the unanimous desire was for an independent Grand Lodge, 
Dr. Charles Duncombe of Burford was elected Grand Master and 
the Putnams and the Mileses were all elected Grand officers. I was 
one myself. The time for installation was appointed, but, somehow, 
I think the troubles of 1837 were commencing, and as Dr, Dun- 
combe was an American Mason and took sides with William Lyon 
Mackenzie, the installation never came off — as far as I know. Ga- 
briel Culver, Benjamin Culver, Squire John Beemer and Nicholas 
Berdyn, were all members of the lodge, Nicholas Berdyn was a 
distiller for Joab Loder; Bro. Thos. Clarke lived on lot 8, concession 
8, in Townsend, and worked in the distillery when he was fourteen 
years of age. He was a well posted Mason. After he left the chair, 
if the W. M. was rusty or inexperienced he would get Bro. Clarke 
to come down and open the lodge. John Culver was a brother of 
Mrs. Thos. Clarke. I remember that he went to his farm-house one 
afternoon with the intention of going from there to the lodge and 
as he was leaving the house he was killed by a stroke of lightning. 

This is about all I can call to mind. You must remember that 
you're asking me to go back nearly seventy years — and that's a long, 
long time ago.*' 

Thus the interview ended. In every particular, except with re- 
gard to the Irish lodge at Brantford, Bro. ThomDSon was correct. As 
an absolute test of his memory it may be said that, although his state- 
meijt regarding the independent Grand Lodge at London was 
doubted by the writer, in 1894 when the minutes of Mount Moriah 
lodge were examined, through the courtesy of W. Bro. John Sid- 
dons, of London, the facts as related were found to be absolutely 
correct. With regard to an Irish lodge in that section of Canada 
prior to 1850 there is not the slightest trace, either in the books of 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland or anv Canadian records from 1812 to 
1850, 

St. John's lodge. No. 500, E. R., in 1851 received a warrant of 
confirmation of its old warrant of 18:22 from the Grand Lodge of 
England, and a warrant of confirmation on the T4th November, 
1853, from the same source. It was known as Norfolk lodge, in 1854, 
and received a warrant. No. 977, E. R,, No. 31, P. R., on loth May, 
1856, from the Grand Lodge of England. Its last warrant was re- 
ceived on 27th November, 1857, when the lodge became No. 63 on 
the reg-istry of the Grand Lodge of Canada. It is now No-. 10 on 
that of the Grand Lodge of Canada in Ontario. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

LoDGK No. 768, E. R., No. 15, P. R., St. Catharines, in the 
Township of Grantham, County of Lincoln. 

St. Catharines is an incorporated city on the Twelve Mile Creek 
and the principal place on the Welland Canal, which unites lakes 
Ontario and Erie. It is situated in the township of Grantham, in 
the county of Lincoln. In location on the east side it was close to 
the Niagara section of the Craft, and on the west had both Grimsby 
and Hamilton, while on its southern boundary some of the earlier 
lodges met. 

St. Catharines was formerly known as Shipman's Corners and 
before that as " The Twelve," after the creek or inlet on which it was 
originally founded. From its proximity to the lodges at Niagara 
and Hamilton, not to mention that at Grimsby, it can easily be under- 
stood that many of its inhabitants, residents of The Corners," took 
their degrees at one or other of these places. In 1816 a lodge known 
as St. George's lodge. No. 27, was constituted at St. Catharines by 
the schismatic Grand Lodge of Niagara, and in 1822 a provincial 
warrant, No. 768, E. R.; No. 15, P. R. ; was issued by R. W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray. 

The place of meeting of this lodge was a log tavern kept by 
Bro. Samuel Dolson on Queenston street, on the site of the present 
Bryant property. That this lodge flourished for some years there is 
evidence in the fact that on 20th June, 1835, the corner stone of St. 
George's Episcopal church was laid with Masonic honors by R. W. 
Bro. George Adams, Provincial Grand Master and the ofificers of St. 
George's lodge. No. 15, St. Catharines, the officers for that year being 
as follows : 

W. Bro. Jonathan H. Clendenan, W. M.; Bro. Lewis Traver, 
S. W. ; Bro. George Ackert, J. W. ; Bro. James Dolson, S. D. ; Bro. 
Joseph Markwell, J. D. ; Bro. Elias S. Adams, Sec'y; W. Bro. Victor 
S. Campbell, Treas., and Bro. John Wright, Tyler. 

On the scroll laid under the corner stone on this church is also 
the following list of past masters of St. George's lodge, No. 15: W. 
Bros. Thomas Meritt^ Amos McKinerny, Ebenezer Collver, Peter 
Ten Broeck Pauling, George Rykert, Jacob Dittrick, George Adams, 
Charles Ingersoll, Robert Campbell, Peter S. Campbell, and David 
M. Smith. 

These brethren were among the most respected inhabitants of 
the then village of St. Catharines. The Bro. George Adams, who 
presided at the corner-stone ceremonies, was the same brother who 
held ofifice in the schismatic Grand Lodge at Niagara under R. W. 
Bro. Kerr, 1820-22. His rank, however, was not recognized by R. 
W. Bro. Simon McGillivray in the distribution of honors at the re- 
organization of the Provincial Grand Lodge in 1822. Bro. Adams 
was a most worthy man, and his care of Bro. Danby during the 
years of that brother^s illness will always be remembered by the Craft 
in the Niagara district. 

St. George's lodge became dormant about 1837-38, but the war- 
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rant was revived on 21st March, 1846, under the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, which had been formed at Hamilton in 1845 
under Sir Allan N. MacNab. 

The lodge met under its new warrant in Mittleberger's block 
near the junction of St. Paul and Ontario streets^, St. Catharines. 
In 1858 the entire block was destroyed with all the Masonic furni- 
ture, jewels, etc. 

The further history of this lodge will be found under the period 
devoted to the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 

United Lodge, No. 769, E. R., No. 16, P. R.., i?s^ the Tow:NrsHip of 
Murray, County of Northumberland, 1822. 

This lodge originally worked under a dispensation from the 
Grand Masonic Convention at Kingston, issued in 18 18, and its history 
under that body has already been given. After the Convention it formed 
one of the lodges which organized the second Provincial Grand 
Lodge at York in 1822, and at that meeting was represented by W. 
Bro. John Singleton. It was known in the early days as " The lodge 
at the Carrying Place.'" The warrant in 1823 was issued to W. Bro. 
J. Singleton, W. M., Bro. Gibb Squire, S. W., and Isaac Carey, J. W. 

In due course the following warrant for the lodge to be known 
as No. 769, K. R., and No. 16, P. R., was received from the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland: 

Augustus Frederick, G. M. 

To all and every our Right Worshipful and loving Brethren, We, Prince 
Augustus Frederick of Brunswick, Lunenburgh, Duke of Sussex, Earl of In- 
verness, Baron of Arklow, Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter. 

Grand Master 

of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons 
of England. Send Greeting, 

Know ye, that v/e, by the authority, and w^ith the sanction of the United 
Grand Lodge of England, vested in us for that purpose, and at the humble 
petition of our right trusty and wrell-beloved brethren, J. Singleton, Gibb 
Squire, Isaac Carey, A. Smith, Josiah Proctor, Richard Spencer, Benjamin 
Voung, and others, do hereby constitute the said brethren into a lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons under the title of or denomination of United Lodge, 
to be opened and held at Murray, in the Province of Upper Canada, 
to meet on Thursdays before each and every full moon, empowering 
them in the said lodge v^rhen duly congregated to make, pass, and 
raise Free Masons according to the ancient custom of the craft, in all ages 
and nations, throughout the known world, and further, at their said petition 
and of the great trust and confidence reposed in every of the above-named 
brethren, we do appoint J. Singleton to be the Master, Gibb Squire to be the 
Senior Warden, and Isaac Carey to be the Junior Warden, for opening and 
holding tlie said lodge, and until such time as another Master shall be regu- 
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larly elected and enrolled, strictly charging that every member who shall be 
elected to preside over the said lodge shall be installed in ancient form, and ac- 
cording to the laws of the Grand Lodge, that he may thereby be fully invested 
with the dignities and power of his office; and we do require you, the said J. 
Singleton, to take special care that all and every the said brethren are or have 
been regularly made Masons, and that you and they and all other the members 
of the said lodge do observe, perform, and keep the laws, rules, and orders con- 
tained in the Book of Constitutions, and all others which may from time to 
time be made by our Grand Lodge, or transmitted by us or our successors, 
Grand Masters, or by our Deputy Grand Master, for the time being. And 
we do enjoin you to make such Bye-Laws for the government of your lodge 
as shall to the majority of the members appear proper and necessary, the same 
not being contrary to or inconsistent with the GENKRAL LAWS and REGU- 
LATIONS of the craft, and a copy whereof you are to transmit to us. And 
we do require you to cause all such By-laws and Regulations, and also an ac- 
count of the proceedings in your lodge to be entered in a book, to be kept 
for that purpose; and you are in no wise to omit to send to our successors 
Grand Masters or to Sir John Doyle, our Deputy Grand Master, or to the 
Deputy Grand Master for the time being, at least once in every year, a list of 
the items of your lodge, and names and description of all Masons initiated 
therein, and brethren who shall have joined the same, with the fees and moneys 
payable thereon, it being our will and intention that this, our warrant of Con- 
stitution, shall continue in force so long as you shall conform to the Laws and 
Regulations of our said Grand Lodge. And you, the said J. Singleton, are 
further required as soon as conveniently may be sent us an account in writing 
of what shall be done by virtue of these presents. 

Given under our hand and seal of the Grand Lodge, 23rd September, A.L. 

5822, A.D. 1822. 

William H. White, G. S. 

Ed. Harper. 

By command of the M. W. Grand Master, 

J. Doyle, D. G. M. 

There are no records of early work of this lodge. It met for some 
years and then became dormant. No reason can be given for this 
except that the brethren who were the mainstay of the lodge moved 
to other sections of the country, and, as a P. M. v\^rites, the '* attend- 
ance became small, so that a quorum could not be collected.'' On 6th 
June, 1827, the lodge petitioned the Provincial Grand Lodge to re- 
move from the township of Murray to the township of Craniahe, and 
was granted the required permission. The petition was signed by 
Richard Spencer, W. Nathl. Thayer, S. W. ; Benj. Davison, J. W. ; 
Henry Griswold; Billings Varos ; Henry Stickles; Benj. F. Kent. 
The original of this petition was found in the possession of Niagara 
lodge, No. 4, Niagara, in 1846. The warrant was never resuscitated 
or revived until 1855, when some of the old members, among them 
Bros. Spencer, Young, and Carey, met and memorialized the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge at York under R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab, 
for a renewal of the old warrant. This was not granted, but a new 
warrant with a new number " 19,'' P. R., was issued to the lodge, 
dated nth August, 1855. The first warrant was No. 769, E. R., No. 
16, P. R., and the second No. 502, which was erased from the English 
list in 1857, prior to the union of the two Grand Lodges of Upper 
Canada. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

Union Lodge, No. 770, E. R., No. 17, P. R., Township of An- 
CASTER, County of Wentworth, 1822-3. 

Ancaster is a village in the township of Ancaster, seven miles 
from Hamilton and three miles south-west of Dundas, and in the 
early days was a centre for Masonic work. 

The original warrant for a lodge in the township of West Flam- 
borough was issued by R. W. Bro. Robert Kerr of Niagara in 1810, 
and its proceedings are given under the history of the Jarvis period. 
The lodge met in the village of Flamborough, in the township of 
Flamborough West, and also at the village of Ancaster, in the town- 
ship of that name, and also in the village of Dundas. 

In the list of lodges sent by V. W. Bro. John Dean to R. W. 
Bro. McGillivray in 1823 Union Lodge, Ancaster^'' was included, 
and at the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge in York on the 
23rd September, • 1822, the lodge was represented by Bros, H. T. 
Page, W. M., Abner Everett, P. M., and Joseph Shepherd, J. W. 
and P. M. 

At the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge in 1823 Union 
Lodge was also represented, and in the records of the Grand Lodge 
of England it is duly entered as No. 770, E. R., No. 17, P. R." 
This, however, is all the record we have of its work. It does not 
appear in the list of those warranted under the third Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Sir A. N. MacNab, and there is no doubt that the warrant 
became dormant. 


CHAPTER XLVL 

Western Light Lodge, No. 771, E. R., No. 18, P. R,, *Lloyd- 
town. Township of King, County of York, 1822-45. 

Lloydtown is a village on the Holland Creek or river in the 
township of King, county, of York, thirty-five miles north-west of 
Toronto and twelve miles from Kleinburg, the nearest railway point. 

The history of the lodge, when first warranted, has been given in 
the period of the first Provincial Grand Lodge (1792- 1822), in which 
is included the work of the Grand Masonic Convention at Kingston 
(1817-1822), from which latter body it received its authority to work. 

At the provmcial meeting of 1822 held in the town of York, 
Western Light Lodge was represented by W. Bro. Jacob Harmon, 
Tl^;^r^' n a t"" minutes of the meeting of the 

United Grand Lodge of England, held on 4th June, 1823, in the list 
of warrants granted is - No. 771, Western Light Lodge^ K^ng Up 
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per Canada/' It was No. 18, P. R. The records for the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of 1824 are missing and in 182^-26-2^ there is no hst 
of lodges given, but, after the revival of Masonry in 1835 at the 
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, as representative, " Bro. 
■ , the S. D. of Western Light Lodge, 1-loydtown/' was pre- 
sent. The name of the brother is not given nor is there any clue to 
his identity. 

There is no further record of the lodge between 1822 and 1845, 
when it affiliated as ''No. 504, E. R., No, 7, P. R./' with the third 
Provincial Grand Lodge, in which period a continuation of its his- 
tory will be found. 


CliAPTER XLVII. 

Prince Edward Lodge, No. 772, E. R., No. 19, P. R., Township 
OF Hallo WELL, County of Prince Edward, 1822-30. 

Hallowell is a township of the county of Prince Ed^vard, in the 
old Prince Edward district. Picton is the county town and is 
situated at the southern extremity of the Bay of Quinte. A 
village existed here for many years, known as Hallowell, but when 
the town was laid out it was called Picton. It was in the village of 
Hallowell that the Craft lodge, known as Prince Edward," met. 
Its early history under the Grand Masonic Convention has already 
been given, but in 1822 Prince Edward lodge afiQliated with the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge under R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. In the 
list of lodges furnished b}^ Bro. John Dean in July, 1822, to that 
brother, he gives Prince Edward, Hallowell, no returns. Officers, 
J. Singleton, W. M.; G. Squires, S. W. ; T. Carey, J. W." At the 
first meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge W. Bros. Wm. Spaf- 
ford, W. M., and Isaac Austin, J. W. and P. M., represented Pr. 
Edward Lodge, Hallowell." 

The secretary of the lodg;-e, Bro. Fisher, sent to Bro. John Dean, 
the Grand Secretary, a list of all the members who wish their names 
registered on the Books of the Grand Lodge of England, accom- 
panied with eleven shillings and eight pence, the sum required by 
the Grand Lodge for that purpose," and another list of those who 
wish for certificates from the Grand Lodge, accompanied with seven 
shillings and six pence." The secretary writes: 

There are several others who wish certificates, but having so short a no- 
tice could not obtain money soon enough to send by this mail. You, therefore, 
would do us a favor to let us know by the next mail whether it would do in 
the course of a week, or ten days. After our next meeting we shall endeavor 
to settle our arrearage to the Convention." 

The return referred to in this letter gives the names of the mem- 
bers of the lodg-e, showing at least fourteen on the roll. The MS. 
copy is that found in the records of the lodge. 
26a 
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The letter of the Prince Edward lodge was duly received by the 
Provincial Grand Secretary, who commtmicated with R. W. Bro. 
binion McGillivray. He, at the same time, asked tor general in- 
formation and instruction, with regard to the receipt and payment 
of fees. The Provincial Grand Secretary's letter reads: 

Bath, 5th November, 1822. 

R. W. Sir: Knclosed you will receive £8. 12. 10., being the amount of the 
registry fees of eleven members, and Grand Lodge certificates for six members, 
all of Prince Kdward's Lodge, Hallowell, a list of wliose names is enclosed. 
The above amount was received by the last mail, and as I concluded there 
would be time for it to reach you, before your departure, I forwarded it. 
There will probably be many other brethren who may wish to be registered, 
after your departure, and as no arrangements have been made for transmitting 
their fees to the United Grand Lodge, I take the liberty of inquiring of you 
what system can be adopted, that such brethren may become members of our 
lodges, whether they cannot become regular members by paying their fees 
into the hands of the proper officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge, and that 
such amounts be transmitted at stated periods to the United Grand Lodge, 
and such brethren, in the meantime, be considered registered Masons, the same 
as if their names were actually registered. The point, which I am not aware 
of having been taken into consideration, is the rate of exchange between this 
country and England. In making our remittances we shall probably be obliged 
to purchase bills at a premium, for we may not be enabled at all times to send 
by private conveyance. I am incited to trouble you for information, from 
enquiries made of me by the Secretary of Prince Edward Lodge, and pro- 
bably others may make the same enquiries, and I am induced to inquire of 
you, rather than your Deputy, as I do not know but the plan ought to be 
mutually arranged between the United and Provincial Grand l^odge. I 1 ope. 
R. W. Sir, you will not consider me intrusive in requesting your instructions 
upon these points. The obvious necessity of some regular system of operation 
in obtaining registries and G. L. certificates, will, I hope, plead my excuse. 
The certificates ought, I believe, to express the dates at which the different 
degrees were conferred, yet, as the returns have been deficient in that respect, 
could they not be left blank, and filled up here, when received upon proper 
returns being made? 

With sentiments of the greatest respect. I remain, 

R. W. Sir, your brother in Masonry, 

John Dean, 

Simon McGillivray, Esq., 

Provincial Grand Master, 

When Bro. Dean had received a reply from Bro. McGilHvray, 
who was about to return to Enprland to make his report to the United 
Grand TLodge on the state of the Craft in Canada, he acknowledged 
the receipt of the letter of Bro. Fisher. 

Bath, 2nd Dec'r, 1822. 
Bro. Fisher: Yours of 31st October, coverhig £8. 15. o., being the registry 
fees of eleven members, and Grand Lodge certificates for six members of Prince 
Edward Lodge, was duly received, and the amount immediately transmitted 
to our R. W. Prov. Grand Master. T should have replied to you sooner, but 
I was unable to say in what manner the remaining Grand Lodge certificates 
could be obtained, as I then supposed there would be barely time to remit the 
amount T received from you then to our Grand Master befor- his d^nartnre and 
smce then I have been waiting a reply from him, which I received by the last 
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mail, in which he informs mc he will, in the course of this month, set^ out c>n 
his return, and siiould any other of your members wish for G. L. certificates, 
by remitting the amount to me in the course of a week, I will forward their 
names to the P. G. M., who will obtain their certificates, and account with the 
Provincial Grand Treasurer for the amount, to whom I will remit the same 
amount i received of you. i his is the system adopted by our Grand Master, 
he paying the same amount into the funds of the Grand Lodge of England 
as is paid into the hands of our Grand Treasurer, and accounting with him 
on his return. It, therefore, becomes necessary for you to remit the amount 
to me in season to remit it to the Grand Treasurer, in time for him to advise 
our Grand Tvlaster, previous to his departure, and as I have other cash to trans- 
mit to him in tTie course of ten days, I should be glad to remit the amount 
of the certificates still required by the Brethren of your lodge at the same time, 
which will be barely sufficient ioY advice to meet our Grand Master at Mont- 
real. The certificates must mention the dates on which the several degrees were 
conferred. It is therefore necessary that you should send returns of all mem- 
bers who have paid their registering fees in the form following, which return 
must be transmitted to the Grand Lodge of England before the certificates 
can come out. 

John Dean. 

Isaac Fisher, Esq., * 
Sec'y Hallowell Lodge. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge an 
undated communication was read from Prince Edward lodge, to the 
following ef¥ect: 

To the K. W. Provincial Grand Lodge of U. C. 

In behalf of the Br'n of P. E. Lodge, we respectfully represent that, in 
consequence of a serious misfortune to one of our members, a registered 
Mason, we have thought it our duty to appropriate the principal part of oui 
funds to his relief, which leaves us without the means of rep. our Lodge, with- 
out great embarrassment, at the ensuing session of the P. G. L. at York, and 
as we have discharged all dues to the late body of Masons, heretofore acting 
as a Convention, which amt. is paid into the funds of the Prov'l G. L., we hope 
that this may be received as a svifhcient excuse for our Lodge not being repre- 
sented. 1 he bearer. Bro, Wm. J. Fairfield, Junior Warden of Addington 
Lodge, is appointed to lay our case before the Prov*l Grand Lodge, and will 
be the bearer of any communications which may be necessary to our Lodge, 
and we shall cheerfully coincide in whatever he may do, if permitted to act in 
behalf of our Lodge, as Proxy. 

In the official list of the Grand Lodge of England issued 4th 
June, 1823^ " No. 772, Prince Edward Lodge, Hallowell," is amongst 
the list of contributors. 

At the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge at York on 8th 
July, 1823, Prince Edward lodge is given in the minutes as having 
been represented. 

There is no further trace of this lodge in the provincial minutes. 
It w^as not represented at the formation of the third Provincial Grand 
Lodge under R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab and probably became 
dormant about 1830. 
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CHAPTER XLVIII- 

Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 773, E. R., No 20, P. R., Township 
OF Westminster and Town of London, County of 
Middlesex, 1.82:2-45. 

In 1820-21 there was a desire for a Masonic lodge in the town- 
ship of Westminster, county of Middlesex, U. C, in the London dis- 
trict, and a dispensation was issued under the authority of the Kings- 
ton Convention. This dispensation was continued in 1822 by the 
issue of a warrant by the second Provincial TJrand Lodge under R. 
W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, its number being 20, P. R., and 773, 
E. R. The dispensation to Mount Moriah lodge at Westminster 
was issued about 27th November^ 1822. The dispensation to No. 
26 at Townsend was sent to the lodge by the same post. Bro. Dean 
writes concerning No. 26, and adds that at the same time there was 
also issued a dispensation to Mount Moriah Lodge, Westminster, 
Charles Duncombe, W. M.; William Putnam, S. W. ; Gardner Myrick, 
J. W. ; Henry Schenick, Joseph House, Joshua Putnam, BarthoFw 
Swart/' 

The lodge in its early days worked in the township of West- 
minster, and met at John SiddalFs house, at SiddalFs Mills. This 
house is still standing. About the end of 1829 it removed to the two- 
story log tavern of Bro. Joseph F. Flanagan on the first concession, 
township of Westminster, Commissioner's Road, about three miles 
from London. 

The house in which the lodge met was a most primitive struc- 
ture, but in those days when architectural beauty was considered 
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secondary to comfort the place was all that could be desired. The 
brethren met in the upper story of the building, which was set 
apart exclusively for lodge purposes. The only way to reach the 
room was by a ladder from the outside, no communication being 
had with the tavern below. A ball was occasionally held in the lodge 
room, at which times the efforts of the ladies to reach the upper 
story by its rickety approach, assisted by their gentlemen friends, 
were sometimes rather ludicrous. The oldest resident gives the name 
of William Sumner as the first W, M,, and Abel Sumner as tyler. 
The building in which the lodge met has long since disappeared 
from view, having been torn down in 1858 by Wm. McKerlie, who 
purchased the property upon which it stood with the farm adjoining. 
The site may be now identified by a depression in the ground, mark- 
ing the cellar over which the house stood. The meetings were held 
occasionally, as often as the brethren, who lived in different parts of 
the country, could be brought together. 

The records of Mount Aloriah lodge consist of two books, one 
slightly smaller than the other. The smaller book is inserted within 
a few pages of the end of the larger and contains the record of 
the earliest minutes, from 12th May, 1829, to July nth, 1835, 
including meetings on 12th May, 1839; 24th June^ 1829; 14th July, 
1S29; nth August, 1829, and 8th September, and an undated meeting, 
probably that of October. The minvites of July, August, September 
and October are torn so that only parts of the sheets remain. The 
minutes then continue for December, 22nd, 1829; December 27th, 
1829: January 5th, 1830; 4th May, 1830: T4th May, 1830. 

Then there is a lapse until June 6th, 1831. The pages of May 
14th, 1830, and June ist, 1831, follow one another. After January 
31st, 1831, there are two blank pages, and the minute of December 
9th, 1834, is written, a lapse of three years and eleven months. The 
color of the ink and the handwriting in the latter minute are changed 
from those of the earlier minutes, indicating the reign of another 
secretary. The next minutes are for 27th December, 1834; 13th June, 
1835; loth February, 1835; 9th March, 1835; 7th April, 1835; 12th 
May, 1835; 9th June, 1835; 24th June, 1835; 7th July, 1835; nth 
July, 1835. 

This last minute occupies five lines, and is followed by that of a 
record of a meeting of delegates, undated, but presumed to have taken 
place in 1836, and at which an independent Grand Lodge for Upper 
Canada was boomed — but which never materialized. 

This concludes the minutes in the older and smaller minute 
book. The first page of the larger book contains the minutes of a 
meeting held on the 17th July, 1835; followed by 4th August, ist 
September, 6th October, 3rd November, 24th November, ist De- 
cember, 29th December, 1835; 26th April, 1836. 

After this latter date there are no records of meetings until the 
29th August, 1845, when the secretary was instructed to notify the 
Grand Lodge that the lodge had resumed work. Then follow the 
minutes of 9th September, 14th October, nth November, 9th Decem- 
ber, 27th December, 1S45; loth February, loth March, 5th May, 9th 
June, 24th June, 7th July, 22nd July, 1846. 
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A subsequent minute book contains the minutes of Mt- Aloriah 
lodge from 1846-48. 

There is, however, no authentic data to work upon until 18^9, 
when at a regular meeting held on the 12th of May of that year 
Mount Moriah lodge. No. 20, opened at our lodge room in West- 
minster/' and the brethren elected their oilncers tor the remammg 
portion of the year. At this meeting the records show that the 
minutes of business transacted at a previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. This proves that there must have been manuscript records 
of the lodge meetings prior to 1829, none of which, however, can be 
found. From this date meetings were held regularly until the 22nd 
December, 18:29, but no important business was transacted. The 
minutes are a chronicle of degree work. On the 22nd an emergent 
meeting was called for the election of officers. At this meeting a reso- 
lution was passed that liro. Wm. Putnam be declared exempt from 
dues for the benefit of Masonry.'' 

On December 27th, 1829, St. John's day, the brethren met, when 
the newly-elected officers were duly installed. The lodge afterwards 
by resolution extended a welcome to their scattered brethren through- 
out the district to pay Mount Moriah a visit at its next regular meet- 
ing in January, and the tyler was deputed to procure conveyances for 
the purpose, and drive in as many as possible. During the evening 
it was resolved that a sum of 8/- per meeting night be set apart for 
refreshments until rescinded, Bro. Flanagan to act as caterer. A 
committee was subsequently appointed, consisting of Bros. G. Myrick, 
Joshua Fish, Joshua Pvitnam, R. M. Stitt and E. Hartwell, to settle 
up the accounts of the lodge. 

The opening meeting of 1830 was held on the 4th January. The 
meetings were generally held in the afternoon, few being held at 
night, in order that those living at a distance might be enabled to 
reach home at a seasonable hour. No record is given at this meet- 
ing as to the reception awarded to the scattered brethren referred 
to at the previous gathering, the drive " evidently being a failure. 
About this time, the brethren had under consideration the propriety 
of vacating the old log house, as a place of meeting, in order to 
secure a more central locality, until the month of May following. 
In the meantime, arrangements were made to hold subsequent meet- 
ings until further notice at the residence of Bro. B. Swartz, Ross Farm, 
township of Westminster, this being nearer London than Flanagan's. 

The Swartz tavern is on what is known as the Commissioner's 
Read, about three miles from London, in the township of Westminster. 
It is still in existence, and was used for some years as the Guthrie 
Home. The last meeting of the lodge was, therefore, held at the log 
house on the 4th May, when it was resolved to hold an emergent 
meeting later on. The lodge assembled at Swartz's at one o'clock, 
p.m., on May 14th, 1830, when a motion was passed that the lodge 
implements be moved to the residence of Bro. E. Hartwell, said 
brother to take charge of the same until further orders." 

At the next meeting it was resolved that the lodge should be held 
at the house of Joshua S. Odell, Village of the Forks (London), on 
the sgth May. The arrangement does not appear to have been carried 
out, for at a subsequent meeting on June ist, no mention is made of 
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The Svvartz Tavern, London Township. 


any such meeting having been held^ but a resolution was then passed 
to have an emergency on the 22nd June for the election of officers 
for the coming half-year. 

Hartwell's tavern is also still in existence. It is a two-story 
frame building, now used as a dwelling-house, and is situate on the 
south side of York street, next to Westminster Bridge. It has been 
improved in many ways since its erection, but has not been altered 
in style. 

The records from June ist, 1830, to December 9th, 1834, cannot 
be found. At the latter meeting, held at Bro. HartwelTs in West- 
minster, the officers for the ensuing six months were elected, with 
Bro. Wm. Putnam as W. M. A resolution was afterwards passed, 
naming Bros. Wm. Putnam, K.- Hartwell and S. L. Sumner as a com- 
mittee to procure a suitable room, either in London or Westminster, 
for future meetings of the lodge. The committee, in the interim, 
having' made a suitable arrangement, the sul>sequent meetings were 
held at the Mansion House hotel, of John O'Neil, near the court 
house, on the north side of Dundas street east, London, east of Ridout 
street. - 

At the meeting on December 27th the newly-elected officers were 
installed, and a motion passed that two or more chapters of the Con- 
stitution be read at the opening and closing of each regular communi- 
cation.'' The opening meeting of the year 1835 was held on 13th 
January, on which occasion John O'Neil, the landlord, was initiated 
a member of Mount Moriah lodge, after which, the lodge being 
changed, Bro. Allan Cameron was balloted for and raised to the sub- 
h'me degree of a Master Mason. Application for initiation durinq- 
the evening was received from John Brown, then sheriff's officer, but 
latterlv chamberlain rf London, Ont., also application for affiliation 
from Bros. Cole, Joshua Myrick and Benj. Bartlett. 
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At the meeting of icth February-, John Brown received the Kn- 
tered Apprentice degree, after wiiicli the lodge was opened in the 
second degree, and Bro. John O'Neil was balloted for to the second 
degree, and accepted. The ballot was afterwards passed to give him 
his third ciegree^ and, being clear, he was made a Master iViason. The 
rule obtained in the early days to ballot for the candidates in each 
degree separately, the fee for the three degrees being $io. 

On April 7th Alexander Robertson was made an Kntered Ap- 
prentice, Bro. Geo. Moore and Bro. Brown, Master Masons, at a 
regular meeting this evening/' The sum of 2/6 cy. was handed over 
to the tyler, Dudley Merrill, for his services for the evening, and a 
further amount of £1. lis. 3d. paid to Bro. O'Neil for refreshments 
and rent of halL A petition for initiation having been presented from 
Philo Bennett, it was resolved, on being received, that Mr. Bennett, 
a minister of the Gospel, be made a member without payment of the 
usual fee. 

On May 12th Messrs. Bennett and Farley were balloted for and 
elected at this meeting, and both were afterwards initiated. A peti- 
tion for initiation was received from Harris Turner, and referred. 
The lodge was then changed to the second degree, and Bro. 
Robertson passed to the Fellow Craft; afterwards changed to the 
third degree, when Bro. Lull was raised to the Master Mason's degree. 
Bro. O'Neil was authorized to write to Buffalo and purchase three 
dozen aprons for the use of the members. He was likewise instructed 
to have the hall decorated for St. John's day, Jtme 24th, all expenses 
to be paid from the lodge funds. Bro. O^Neil was awarded the sum 
of 16/0 cy. from the lodge fund, towards defraying some expenses 
incurred by one Michael McQuinn. 

On June 9th Cyrus W. Sumner and Elijah Duncombe applied 
for admission. They were balloted for at once, and both initiated the 
same evening. It was afterwards resolved that Bro. Cornish deliver 
an oration before the brethren on St. John's day; also that Bros. 
Schofield and Schenick be a committee to wait upon Rev. Benj. 
Cronyn and request him to preach a sermon on that day, at the frame 
Episcopal church on Richmond street. An election of officers for the 
next six months then took place, and a motion was subsequently 
passed raising the tyler's fees from 2/6 to 5/0 per night. 

On the 24th June the brethren assembled in force shortly after 
high noon. Rev. Mr. Cronyn had consented to preach, as requested. 
A procession was formed, and the members marched to church, when 
a practical Masonic discourse was delivered by the reverend gentle- 
man. On returning to the lodge room, Bro. Cornish gave his pro- 
mised oration before the members. In the evening the lodge ag^ain 
met for l>iisiness. when Bro. Schofield was dcDiited to wait upon Rev. 
Mr. Cronyn and settle with him for sermon as delivered.'' 

On July 7th a grant of $3 cv. was made to the editor of the 
Liberal newspaper for publishing the address of Bro. Cornish. 
This journal was published by Edward A. Talbot, brother of Free- 
man Talbot, an old settler of London, but now a resident of the L^nited 
States. 

On July 17th an emergent meeting was held, when Peter Schram 
and Zenas B. Myrick were initiated. Bro. Farley was afterwards 
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raised to the -^vi aster Mason's degree. At the meeting- on August 
4th Esbon Gregory was balloted for and initiated, and the sum of 
$:25.oo passed in payment of the aprons purchased by the lodge. The 
receipt read : 

I^ondon, Avigust 4, 1835. Received from Bro. S. E. Curtis, the sum of 
^2S to pay for cotton, for aprons, out of the funds of the lodg^e. Signed, John 
O'Neil.'' 

On September 1st a regular meeting was called. When the 
brethren assembled it was found that there was no business to 
transact. The minutes were read and approved, and lodge closed. 
On October 6th the only business brought before the meeting was the 
initiation of Esbon Gregory and passing of Bro. K. Duncombe. The 
meeting on 3rd November was well attended, there being no less than 
twenty-six members present. Kdward AicKerson was balloted for 
and initiated; and Bros. Zenas IMyrick, E. Gregory, M. V anbuskirk 
and Nelson Perkins balloted for, and passed in the Fellow Craft 
degree. Bros. Rufus Colton and Willard Wheeler, applicants for 
affiliation, were likewise balloted for and elected. Bros. Gregory, 
Bennett and Duncombe were afterwards balloted for and received the 
degree of ]\Iaster Mason. 

The amount of work performed at this meeting was far in excess 
of any done at a previous gathering. The second Provincial Grand 
Lodge, under R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, had become virtually 
dormant after 1830, for the last known meeting was held in 1829. 
The Craft in both the eastern and western sections of the province 
were anxious for the revival of the governing body. R. W. Bro. 
Ziba M. Phillips endavoured in 1842 to bring about a reorgan- 
ization in the east, and the brethren in London were on a like mission 
in the west. Mount Aloriah lodge was anxious to see the Craft under 
a responsible head, and, in order to further that object, approved of 
a meeting of delegates, which was to be held in Oxford, now Inger- 
soll, on the 26th November, 1835. Therefore, on the 24th November, 
an emergent meeting was convened specially to appoint a committee 
of five members of the lodge to proceed to Oxford to meet delegates 
from that place and from Brantford, to take into consideration the 
propriety of forming a Provincial Grand Lodge. After the question 
had been debated for some time the meeting was fixed for Thursday, 
November 26th, and the following committee appointed, viz., Bro. 
Tosliua Putr.am, Gardner Mvrick, Wm. Niles, Wm. Putnam and 
John O'Neil. 

The meeting of December ist was well attended, twenty-four 
members being present. Bro. Duncan McKay was admitted an 
affiliated member and Nelson Perkins initiated, when the lodge 
was changed to the second degree and Bro. Peter Schram 
passed. At this meeting a resolution was passed confirming the pro- 
ceedings of the convention at Oxford, forming the Grand Lodge, 
after which Bro. Gardner was voted 8/0 for printing lodge sum- 
monses. 

At the meeting of 2gth December, the question was brought up 
as to whether Bro. O'Neil, as landlord of the lodge room, could legally 
hold office. It was, however, decided in the affirmative. The 
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brethren then proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing six 
months. Bros. K. Hartwell, J. O'Neil and J. B. Flanagan were ap- 
pointed a committee to settle with the secretary and treasurer for 
the past six months/' 

At the meeting of January 7th, 1836, the committee, named to 
investigate the affairs of the lodge, presented their report, which is a 
model of brevity. It is as follows : To amount of account against 
Bro. S. E. Curtis, former treasurer, £18. 4s. od. cy. To amount of 
account, the late treasurer, Bro. Dudley IMerrill, as per receipt, £16- 
8. 9^. Signed, E. Hartwell, John O'Neil, J. B. Flanagan." Memo, 
appended: Bro. D. Merrill, Cr., by amount of receipts, £7. 18. 3^/' 
The auditors of the lodge reported as follows: 

*' Auditors* statement, dated London, Jan. 9, 1836. The Secretary of 
Mount Moriah Lodgre. Dr.. To amount of money received from 7th July, 1835, 
to 9th Jan., 1836, as per record, £21. 13, 6%. Cr. By amount paid as per 
vouchers. 

** E. Gregory, deposit 
£20. t6. 3Vj. 


17- 3- 
" 10. o. 


7. 3 

Two months passed before another meeting was held, at which 
latter no business of importance was transacted. At the meeting of 
April 26th, the minutes of the January regular were approved, with 
the exception of the item permitting Bro. O'Neil to hold office in 
the lodge, to which exception was taken at the time. A receipt in 
the MSS. reads : London, April :26th, 1836, Received from Bro. 
Jas. Farley the sum of 5/0 cV. Signed, Henry Lull/' 

There is no record of the lodge after this date until 1845. After 
the April meeting the lodge suspended work, and did not resume 
labor until nine years afterwards. The warrant was at that time in 
the possession of the officers of the lodge. It is understood that 
Mount Moriah always remained on the register of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, which was dormant about 1830-45. There was no 
provincial body to report to, and consequently they followed the ex- 
aniple of other lodges — held the warrant and waited for the reorgan- 
ization of the governing body. Political feeling at this time created 
much imrest and discord in the province. IMany of the members of 
Mount Moriah were active politicians, and took "part on both sides in 
the rebellion of 1837. After a settlement of that unfortunate diffi- 
culty an attempt to reunite the brethren was unsuccessful, and it was 
only after the exercise of much tact and judgment that thev were 
again brought to share in Masonic communion. 

A view of London, sketched about 1840, will be of interest to Craft 
readers of to-day. Looking at this western city in the days of the 
beginnings of Masonic work, and regarding it to-day as the great 
western centre in Ontario of all that is comrnendable in Craft life, the 
progress made is phenomenal. 

The picture represents Dundas street as it was in primitive times. 
The view is taken from what is now known as Wellington street, and 
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is believed to have been sketched about the year 1840. Dundas 
street runs east and west. If the reader were standing at figure 9 
he would be looking towards the west. Wellington street runs north 
and south. None of the houses as shown in the picture are standing 
at the present day. 

The site of No. i is occupied by the large brick factory of the 
McCormick Manufacturing Co., south-east corner of Wellington and 
Dundas streets. 

The sites of No. 2, the small house in rear of the tavern, and of 
No. 3, the house with the door in the gable and a tavern sign, are 
places of business of brick, occupied by butchers, south-west corner 
of Wellington and Dundas streets. 

No. 4 shows Dundas street running east and west towards the 
River Thames. 

The sites of No. 5, the house with the tree and tavern sign, and of 
No. 6, the house with the chimneys with smoke, are brick places of 
business on Dundas street. 

The site of No. 7 is now occupied by a brick hotel, north-west 
corner of Wellington and Dundas streets. 

The site of No. 8 is occupied by St. Paul's Cathedral on Rich- 
mond street, the church shown in the picture. It was a frame struc- 
ture, and was destroyed by fire in April, 1844. It was built about 
1834. 

No. 9 shows Kast Dundas street. 

The site of No. 10, the small houses shown near the church, is 
now occupied by a large block of brick buildings, known originally 
as the Nitschke Block and latterly as the Spencer Block. 

The location of that part of Dundas street, as shown in the pic- 
ture, crosses Clarence, Richmond, Talbot and Ridout streets, all of 
which intersect it. 

The further history of this lodge will be found in the period of 
the third Provincial Grand Lodge under Sir A. N. MacNab, when 
the lodge became No. 506, E. R., No. 9, P. R. 


ROLL OF OFFICERS OF MOUNX MORIAH LODGF, TO WNSH 1 P OF WFST- 
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Year. 

WMVT. 

S.W. 

J.W. 

Xreas. 

Secy. 

S.D. 

1829. . . . 

1 830 

T834.... 
T835.... 
1836 

1846. Jan 
1846. Tun 

Siddall, J.. 
Myrick, G. 
Putnam, W^ 
Putnam/r. 
Myrick, G. 
Putnam,! . 
Daniel), J. 

Sumner, S 
Sumner. S. 
Niles,Wm. 
Myrick, G 
O'NeiL 1.. 
Haniell, J.. 
Bennett, P. 

Candfield, T. . 
Putnam, W. . . 
Mvrick, G . . . . 

Niles, W 

Flanagan, 1. B. 

Niles, W.." 

Putnam. Thos. 

Pvitnam, T . . 
Candfield, X. 
Curtis, S. E 
Merrill, D . . 

Lull, H 

Merrill, D . . 
Batite. Geo 

Putnam, Josh . 
Hart well,' E. . . 
Hart well, E . . 

Brown, X 

Farley, X . 

Brown, X 

Norval. X 

Gutter. J as . - - . 
Sumner, A . . . . 
Sumner, A . . . . 
Lull. H. . 
Cornish, W.K. 
Ooty. D 
Siimner 


Sumner, A , . 
Putnam. X. . 
Sumner S L. 
Myrick, J. . . 
McCormick J 
Putnam, X,. 
M*-rrni. n 


S. S. 


Siddall, J. . 
Vlyrick, L. . 
r.ee, W. B. 

O'iSTeil," ' jV. 


I.S. 


Myrick, L . . 
Putnam, X. . 
Flanagan, J. 

Farley, X.. . . 


Tyler. 


Keller. S 

K-illome, A . . 
Merrrll, D . . 
Curtis, S E. 

O'Dell. J 

Curtis, S. E, 
Curtis. ^ F 


Master of Ceremonies. 


Putnam, T. , Fish, T 

PfiTnam, X., Flanagan, J- B 
r^umam, W., Sumner, S.... 

Putnam T.. Niles, W 

Sumner S. L . Siodall, J. . 
Mvrick. G.. Niles. W 


Marshals. 


Shcofield I 
Daniell, J. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

"True Britons' Lodge, No. 774, K. R., No. 21, P. R., Town 
OF Perth, Township of Drummond, County of Lanark, 
1822-45. 

Perth is a town on the river Tay in the township of Drummond, 
county of Lanark, and is the county seat. 

. True Britons' lodge was originally founded in 1818 under the 
authority of the Grand Lodge of Lower Canada. No reason is 
assigned for its non-affiliation with the Provincial Grand Lodge at 
York at its formation in 1822. In January, 1823, an application was 
made by the lodge for a warrant under the newly-organized provincial 
body, and on the 23rd March, W. Bro. John Dean wrote to the W. M. 
of Temple lodge, asking him to deliver the dispensation for True 
Britons' lodge. On the 25th May, 1823, Bro. David Hogg, as secre- 
tary of the lodge, wrote to W, Bro. John Dean, the Provincial Grand 
Secretary, acknowledging the receipt of the dispensation from the 
Provincial Grand Lodge at York. The lodge was represented at the 
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge at York on 8th July, 1823. 

The paragraph in Bro. Dean's letter to W. Bro. Plartwell, con- 
cerning the dispensation of True Britons' lodge, reads: — 

" Among- several other dispensations received at the same time from 
York, is one for the True Britons' Lodge, at Perth, which the R. W. 
Deputy directed me to enclose to your care, but as that is a Lodge which has 
previously been held under another authority now extinct, and as only the 
copy of that authority has been received, and as the original dispensation must 
be attached to the new one, I take the liberty of requesting you to inform the 
officers of that Lodge, that the dispensation is now in my hands, and will be 
forwarded to your care, as soon as the original dispensation is received and 
annexed to the present legal authority, and request them to send it, directed 
to me, and it will be immediately returned attached to the legal authority." 

In repl}^ to Bro. Dean, Bro. Hartwell w^rites : 

Bastard, 2nd April, 1823. Sir and Brother: I have the honor to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your favor of the 29th ultimo, enclosing a Dispensation 
for Temple Lodge. The information you require me to give the officers of 
l^erth Lodge shall be immediately attended to. In behalf of the members of 
Temple Lodge, I return you my warmest acknowledgments for the informa- 
tion given in your letter. Yours fraternally, 

Joseph K, Hartwell. 

To John Dean, Esquire, 

Provincial Grand Secretary, Bath. 

A few days later Bro. Hartwell wrote to Bro. Dean, enclosing 
the original cUspensation under which the True Britons' -lodge at I^erth 
worked, and which it desired to exchange for a warrant of authority 
from the Provincial Grand Lodge, He also referred to Temple lodge, 
as is given in its history. Bro. Hartwell wrote : 

'* Bastard, 13th April, 18^3, 

" Sir and Brother: I this day received the enclosed Dispensation from 
Perth, with mstructions to forward the same to you. The members of that 
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lodge are extremely anxious to get their new authority and hope it will^ meet 
with your feelings to soon send it. 

Yours fraternally, 

" Joseph K. Hartweli. 

*' To John Dean, Ksquire, 

" F. Grand Secretary, Bath/' 

Bro. Dean enclosed the dispensation of True Britons' lodge to 
Bro. Ferguson, the W. M., in the following letter : 

Bath, 2Sth April, 1823. 

John Ferguson, W.M., True Britons* Lodge, Perth. 

Sir and Brother, — Herewith you will receive a dispensation for True 
Britons' Lodge, which has been delayed until this time in consequence of not 
having the original to attach to it, also the R. W. Deputy G. M.'s receipt for 
Registry fees of seven members. The names of two members are inserted 
in the dispensation, whose registry fees are not paid, viz. : Prince Shearman 
and Samuel Wood, also due from your lodge the postage of a packet from 
yourself to York, to which I presume you will call the attention of your lodge 
upon getting organized. Agreeably to the Constitutions no lodge can make 
a Freemason for less than three guineas, exclusive of the registry fee, which 
must be taken into consideration in your proceedings. A more full knowledge 
of the Constitutions will probably be disseminated after the meeting of Grand 
Lodge in June next. 

Please acknowledge the receipt by return mail, and also inform me whether 
future communications must be addressed to your Lodge through the same 
channel, or this. I enclose you a form of return to be made the Provincial 
Grand Lodge. 

That your lodge may flourish and become useful and respectable, as it 
cannot fail to do if conducted upon the genuine principles of our order, (and 
which I trust will be the case) is the sincere prayer of your brother in Masonry, 

John Dean, Prov. G. S. 

In the handwriting- of Bro. John Dean in the MSS. of 1823 is a 
slip of paper, which shows that the lodge was on the roll of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of 1822. It reads : 

Due from True Britons* Lodge, the sum of for postage 

on a packet received from the W. M., Bro. Jno. Ferguson, and also the re- 
gistry fee for Prince Shearman and Samuel Wood. 

" James FitzGibbon, D.P.G.M." 
'* Original dispensation wanted, copy only received." 

The secretary had not furnished the original dispensation to the 
Provincial Grand Master as required by the rules laid dowrn by R. W. 
Bro. McGillivray on organizing the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

This would account for the delay in sending the dispensation 
from the provincial body. The dispensation granted by R. W. Bro. 
McGillivray reads : 

To all and every our Right Worshipful, Worshipful and loving: brethren. 

I, SIMON -McGillivray. Provincial Grand Master for the Province 
of Upper Canada, acting under His Royal Highness, Prince Augustus Freder- 
ick, Duke of Sussex. Earl of Inverness, Baron of Arklow, Knight of the Most 
Noble order of the Garter, Most Worshipful Grand Master of the United 
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England, 
SEND GREETING — 

WHEREAS a dispensation, hereunto annexed, has been transmitted to me. 
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as the authority under which the lodge. No. — , called True Britons' Lodge, 
held at Perth, therein designated has been held and has heretoforce acted, 
an^ a humble petition has been presented to me by Bro. John Ferguson, as 
Worshipful Master; Bro. Joshua Adams, as Senior Warden; Bro. Atidrew 
Dickson, as Junior Warden, and Brothers David Hogg. Moses Ingals, James 
McMartin, William Matheson, Prince Shearman, and Samuel Wood, as mem- 
bers of the said lodge, praying for a warrant of Constitution, or such other 
authority as it may be competent to me to grant, empowering them to con- 
tinue their meetings as a regular lodge. 

NOW, KNDW YK, that having taken the same into serious considera- 
tion, do hereby authorize and empower our said brothers and the other regular 
members of the said lodge, and those who shall hereafter become such, and as 
such shall be regularly reported to and registered in the books of the Grand 
I^odge of England to continue their meetings and proceedings as a regular 
lodge, and to enter, pass and raise Freemasons conformably to the laws and 
constitutions of the Grand Lodge, and not otherwise, and do all such other acts 
as may be lawfully done by a regular warranted lodge, and I do accordingly 
approve the election of officers made by the said lodge, and do hereby appoint 
the said brother John Ferguson to be Worshipful Master, Bro. Joshua Adams 
to be Senior Warden, and Bro. Andrew Dickson to be Junior Warden thereof, 
and direct that they and their successors, duly elected and appointed, shall 
continue in the said ofhces, until such time as a warrant shall be L^ranted tc» 
such lodge, under the seal of the Grand Lodge of England, and for so doing 
this dispensation shall be their sufficient authority, to remain in force until 
such warrant shall have been granted, but subject always to the approval of 
the Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

Given under my hand and seal at York, in the said Province, this 20th 
day of February, in the year of our Lord 1823, and of Masonry, 5823. 

By command of the Right Worshipful Grand Master, 

James Fitzgibbon, D.P.G.M. 

John Dean. 
B. Turquand, 

Frov. G. Sec'y^s- 

The minute book contains the record of only one meeting in 1823, 
that of 3rd March. On the 2nd February, 1824, the records com- 
mence anew, and the lodge met regularly. At the meeting of 7th 
February, 1824, held at the house of Bro. Matheson, 

'* A bill was presented by Bro. Matheson amounting to £7. 2. 3., the same 
being the expenses incurred by Bro. Schofield, D.P.G.M. of Upper Canada, at 
the installation of the lodge, which was ordered to be paid." 

This probably refers to the reorganization of the lodge under the 
Provincial Grand warrant, for following this a bill was presented for 
" Mr. Jackson for erecting a stage, etc., in the Court House for the 
purpose of installing the officers of the lodge." The ceremonies must 
have been conducted with more than ordinary eclat. Bro. Peter 
Schofield was acting as Deputy Provincial Grand Master, deputed by 
R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon. 

The minutes contain records of committee meetings held on 14th 
February, 1824, for the revision of by-laws. The monthly dues were 
to be one shilling and three pence, to be paid every six months, and 
initiation, passing, and raising, four pounds. " No smoking was 
to be allowed during the time the lodge is open,'* and no one residing 
within six miles of Perth was to be admitted more than once without 
joining the lodge." All brethren were to attend decently attired.'' 
27a 
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In the minutes of a committee meeting held on 8th March, 1824, 
it is shown that there was some trouble in the lodge between Bro. 
McMaster and Bro. Alex. Matheson, and also between the latter and 
Bro. Wm. Matheson. In the first case 

after maturely having weighed the circumstances, were of opinion that 
they should shake hands and bury the whole of the past circumstances into 
oblivion/' 

and in the latter case it was recommended. 

that they should shake hands and drop all unmasonic proceedings." 

On the loth May, 1824, further charges were made against differ- 
ent brethren, including a Bro. AlcCourt, who was to be reprimanded 
by the W. M. in open lodge/' Harmony seems to have been re- 
stored, for on the and June, 1824, R, W. Bro. Fitzgibbon, the 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, arrived in Perth. The minutes 
of the meeting read : 

*' in consequence of the R. W. D. Grand Master, Colonel Fitzgibbon's 
arrival at tEis place the Worshipful Master ordered a Lodge of Emergencj^ 
to be called and the Grand Master invited to attend, which he was pleased to 
attend, when the W. Alaster vacated the chair after the lodge was opened on 
the third degree, after which the lodge was called off from labour to refresl^- 
ment, when the Brethren sat down to a sumptuous supper prepared by Bro. 
Wm. Ivlatheson, after which the lodge was called L>n to labour. N<-thing appear- 
ing for the good of Masonry the D. G. Master closed the Lodge, and the 
Brethren parted in harmony." 

There are no particulars given in the minutes as to the reason for 
the visit of R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon, but after this date the meetings 
seem to have been harmonious, and were well attended. At this time 
correspon*:lence in the IvlSS. reveals the fact that there must have been 
serious difficulties at Perth, sometime between January and June of 
1824. This is furnished by the contents of a letter written by W. Bro. 
Peter Schofield, who had been acting as a deputy in visiting lodges 
in the eastern part of the jurisdiction. The contents of importance 
are those relating to the friction between the Roman Catholic Masons 
at Perth and those of the Craft who belonged to the Orange associa- 
tion, and, further, the statement that R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon was 
either a Roman Catholic or had been brought up as one. 

The installation of Brockville lodge was to take place on the 24th 
June, and Bro. Fitzgibbon, in order to show that he disapproved of 
the religious enmity which had been created in Perth, and that 
Masonry did not recognize race or creed, insisted that at the instal- 
lation brethren of the Roman Catholic faith should be present. The 
letter reads : 

Bastard, 9th June, 1824. 
Dear Brother :^ — I have had the pleasure of nearly four days' opportunity 
with the R. W. D. P. G. Master, during which time we strove so to arrange 
the Masonic concerns of the province that more activity might be the result 
Bro. Smart i^ now acting D. Grand Master. I am to visit the lodges of the 
four eastern districts. I don't blame the man as much as I did before I saw 
him. He seems to be very much engaged for Masonry, but his hands have 
really been tied that he could not act. It is arranged for the installation of the 
lodge at Brockville on the 24th inst., at ten o'clock in the morning. I par- 
ticularly require your attendance, if possible, as you will be the acting G. Sec- 
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retary; hereafter. I would think it well for a general conference, etc. Upon 
this subject Bro. Smart will write you. 

I have to call y<^ur attention to the following- request most particularly, 
which you are to communicate to no one, except as mentioned. It is thought 
best, in consequence cf the difficulties which have unhappily taken place at 
Perth, to have at the installation in Brockville, one or more Roman Catholic 
Masons. This was Fitzgibbon's direction, and he was to write to you upon 
that subject: fearing he did not induces me to do it. Roman Catholic Masons 
can be found at Perth, but unhappily they were engaged in the unhappy affray 
against the Orangemen, and the object now is to show them, and the inhabi- 
tants of this part of the province, that Masonry, Ln its true nature, is calcu- 
lated to break down such rovigh passions. An address will be prepared for the 
ccasion, making an appenl tu the circumstance, and, though it may give you 
some little trouble, yet you are wholly depended upon to procure the attend- 
ance of such a brother, to whom, no doubt, it would be well to communicate 
the object. This will make him more willing to attend, as I hope every Mason 
is willing to do good, and something to harmonize those new settlers is very 
necessary. Kitzgibbon said there were Catholic Masons at Kingston (you 
know he is one, or was brought up so), therefore, if you can procure no one 
at Bath to accompany you, I must request you to go to Kingston. The 
brethren generally at Bath and Kingston are requested to attend; yourself 
and a Roman Catholic Brother or Brethren are particularly summonLcl 
I have the pleasure to be, Sir, 

Fraternally your most humble and obd. serv't, 

Peter Schofield. 

John Dean, C Sec'y^ Bath. 

The statement that R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon was a Roman 
Catholic is untrue, to this extent, that, although brought up in a part 
of Ireland where everyone belonged to that faith, he never pledged 
himself to it, and from twelve years of age he was a Protestant. As 
far as Masonry is concerned, it makes but little difference. He was 
a faithful member of the Craft, an honorable man, and, as the ques- 
tion of creed does not affect one seeking the privileges of Masonry, 
the matter need not be discussed. Bro. Peter Schofield, however, 
must have had good reasons for his assertion or he would not have 
placed it in writing. 

Karh' in 1824 the engrossed warrant was received from Kngland, 
making the lodge No. 774, K. R., and No. 21, P. R. The receipt of 
tb-i^ long-looked-for document gave quite an impetus to the lodge. 
From the 2nd June, 18-24, until the 6th December, the lodge met 
regularly, and transacted business and degree work. The next meet- 
ing was on 4th April, 1825. The roads during the winter had not 
been good for travelling, so that meetings were not held from Janu- 
ary until March. After the meeting in April there was an interim 
of a month, when on the iith JuTie an emergenc}^ was held to settle 
seme differences between two members. The next meeting was in 
November, 1825, at which communications from the Provincial Grand 
Lodge were received. 

The lodge met from 7th November, 1825, at the house of Bro. P. 
Shearman. At the December meeting a candidate was proposed and 
rejected by four black beans." The officers were elected and an 
interesting meeting was held. On the 27th December the brethren 
were favored by a communication from the Provincial Grand Master. 
Its contents are not given. At the meeting of 6th March, 1826, it was 


420 


HISTORY OF FREEMASOKRY IN CANADA. 


resolved that the sum of one pound for the admission of every regular 
Mason is too exorbitant. They are of opinion that the sum of fiv^e shilHngs is 
sufficient." 

The meetings this year were all routine. On St. John's day the 
lodge proceeded to church and listened to a sermon. W, Bro. Adiel 
Sherwood, of No. 3, Brockville, represented True Britons' lodge at 
the Provincial Grand Lodge meeting, at Kingston, in August, 1826. 
No meeting was held from 7th August until loth December, 1826, 
when the lodge was removed to Bro. George Graham's, on Drummond 
street, and the officers for the ensuing six months were elected. Dur- 
ing 1827 the lodge met regularly, and the meetings were of a routine 
character — degree work and general business. 

On the 9th July, 1827, the W. M., Bro. Reade, resigned, and Bro. 
Wm. Matheson was elected, and a committee was appointed for the 
general work of the lodge. Bro. Reade seems to have taken this 
course on account of friction between himself and some members of 
the lodge. At the meeting of 12th November, 1827, 

It was unanimously agreed that the lodg^e should be removed to the other 
end of the village, A committee to meet on next Saturday to arrange matters 
with regard to the moving of the lodge to Bro. Coleman's." 

The lodge had heretofore met at the house of Bro. George 
Graham. On the loth December, 1827, the lodge met, and charges 
which had been preferred against Bro. Quinn by Bro. Matheson, at 
the request of the brethren were withdrawn, and the bond of friend- 
ship cemented by the two brothers.*' At a succeeding meeting, held 
probably in January, but of which there is no date, " a letter was 
handed from Bro. Alexander Matheson, intimating a wish to declare 
off from the body, and was accordingly sanctioned by the brethren 
present." This was practically asking for his demit. 

At the meeting of February iith, 1828, held at the house of W. 
Sterns, the second and third degrees were worked, and the lodge 
illustrated one of the principles of Masonry in resolving that the 
Worshipful Master pay Bro. Hughes' wife two pounds." On the 
loth March, a dispute between two brethren was settled, and it was 
also resolved that the tyler should receive for every monthly night 
one shilling upon the initiation of every new member. At the meet- 
ing of 9th June the lodge met at the house of Bro. Sterns, elected the 
officers for the succeeding six months, and decided to attend divine 
service on St, John's day. 

On June the 24th the lodge not only conferred the third degree, 
but proceeded in procession to hear divine service, the Rev. Wil- 
liam Bell being the officiating minister." The service was held in 
the Presbyterian church. 

At the meeting of 8th December the officers for the ensuing six 
months were elected. The minutes state that " owing to the preva- 
lence of sickness among the members during the last season it was 
impossible to hold any lodge at the hall, and the brethren deeply 
regret." 

On the 15th December a committee investigated certain charges 
against a brother, when it was decided that he be reprimanded by 
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the presiding officer in open lodge/' and another brother, who had 
acted in an irregular manner by annoying the lodge, was to be " re- 
proved, and the first offence of either party which shall disturb the 
harmony of the body, which every brother wishes to cherish, shall 
be made an example of/' 

On the 27th December two brethren, reprimanded according 
to the sentence of the committee/' were brought before the lodge 
and an admonition suitable was given them/' Owing to the bad 
state of the roads many of the brethren were prevented from attend- 
ing, which rendered it impossible to instal the different officers, and 
their installation will take place next monthly night/' 

A meeting was held on 12th January, 1829, at which the officers 
were installed, and another on February 13th, which was the only , 
meeting held until the 8th June following, when the officers for the 
ensuing six months were elected, and it was agreed to celebrate the 
festival of St. John by walking to church and hearing a sermon. 

On the 34th June the lodge met to commemorate the festival, 
when in consequence of the bad state of the roads, the brethren not 
attending in time, marching to church in procession was necessarily 
dispensed with/' The lodge was opened on the fourth degree/' 
wlien the officers were appointed and installed. This probably al- 
kided to the opening of what would now be termed a Board of In- 
stalled Masters. 

On the 14th September the brethren met at the house of Bro. Jno. 
Cox. On the 14th Dec, the lodge elected officers, and, as usual, 
determined to celebrate the festival by attending church. On the 
38th "December, the roads probably beinsf in better condition for a pro- 
cession on this occasion, " the lodge marched to church in procession 
and heard a sermon from the Rev. William Bell/* 

The meetings from February, 1830, until June 9th, 1830, were 
held regularly, and at all of these degree work was performed. No 
meeting was held between June and December, 1830, when the lodge 
met and elected officers. There is no record of a meeting again until 
the 4th April, 1831, when it was resolved that a committee should 
meet on the iith to issue summonses for the next regular lodge night, 
in order to take into consideration matters for the general benefit of 
the lodge, and see that dues in arrear were collected. The lodge 
appears to have suffered from inattention on the part of the W. M. 
and secretary. The minute book contains records of the meetings 
of the committee. 

On the 6th June, 1831, officers were elected, and it was arranged 
to attend divine service on the 24th June, but on that date, in con- 
sequence of indisposition of the Rev. Mr. Wilson, the lodge did not 
w^alk in procession to attend divine service/' However, the third 
deisrree was exemplified and the officers installed. At the meeting- of 
August, 1831, the new^ code of by-laws was read and approved of by 
the lodge. The meetings throughout the year seem to have been 
characterized by a great deal of harmony, although occasionally fric- 
tion occurred betw^een two of the members, but a considerable amount 
of eood work seems to have been done in the way of initiating candi- 
dates and ordinary business. 
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On the 7th November, 1831, it was unanimously resolved that 
the lodge be removed from the house of Bro, John Cox to the store- 
house belonging to Bro. John Cox/' but the meetings continued in 
the former place until 1st April, 1833. it was lurther resolved 
that the members of this lodge shall meet every Sunday evening at 
six o'clock for the purpose of giving lectures on Masonry." At the 
meeting of 5th December, 1831, the third degree was exemplified 
and officers were elected for the ensuing twelve months, and on 27th 
December the three degrees were conferred upon Mr. William Rea, 
of the township of Ramsay. The three degrees were given on this 
occasion owing to the great distance he resides from Perth/' The 
officers for the ensuing year were installed and the lecture given 
through the lodge." 1 his meant that the Aiaster from his seat inter- 
rogated each member, commencing on the right of the chair and 
going around the lodge, a custom which prevailed in many of the early 
lodg^es. 

During 1832 only six meetings were held, all of which were fairly 
well attended. At the meeting of 27th December, after electing 
officers, it was resolved that regarding the expenses of the celebra- 
tion of St. John, it was proposed and carried that the expense of 
liquor be defrayed out of the lodge chest, and each member to pay 
for his dinner." 

Another interval of three months occurred in the meetings of 
the lodge, for the next regular was held on the ist April, 1833, when 
it was proposed that the sum of two povmds ten shillings be laid out 
in the purchase of flour to be given to the widow of Bro. George 
Graham, and agreed unanimously.'* 

Between April and TsTovember there is no record of meetings, but 
on the 4th of the latter month the lodge met at the house of Bro. John 
Grant and closed after initiation. This meeting was followed by 
another on the 9th November, at which an initiation took place. On 
the 2nd December, 1833, the lodge met and elected officers, and, as 
usual, resolved to go to church on St. John's day. The members 
were to be notified of the service on St. John's day in printed letters," 
and Mr. Harris was to be asked to preach. The report of the meet- 
ing of 27th "December shows that the brethren met in their lodge 
room at the house of Bro. Grant, and that a candidate was initiated, 
but there is no record of celebrating the festival. 

The opening meeting of 1834 was held on the 6th January, when 
nothing appearing for the good of Masonry the lodge closed and 
parted in harmony/' The meetings from February to June were 
routine. On the 2nd June, 1834, the brethren agreed to' celebrate St. 
John's day by attending divine service. Whether they carried out this 
.crood resolution is not stated in the records, and there is no record of 
another meeting until the 20th January, 1835, when the lodge again met 
at the house of Bro. Grant. They met again on the T6th February, and 
again on the Tst June, when, as usual, it was resolved to attend divine 
service on the following St. John's if a sufficient number of brethren 
are present/' At the meeting of 3rd August, held in the house of Bro. 
Grant, a committee of five was appointed to find a proper place to 
remove the lodge chest and to hold the lod^re." The meeting of 7th 
September shows that the committee had determined to meet at the 
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house of Bro. William Matheson, where the meetings were continued, 
the ofificers being elected on 7th December, and installed on St. John's 
da,y. 

The last meeting held in 1835 was on the 29th December, and 
the lodge must have been in a prosperous condition, for the cash re- 
ceived amounted to £6 5s., and notes to the amount of £9 were trans- 
ferred to Bro. David Hogg, the treasurer. 

The only meeting held in 1836 was on the 4th of January. This 
took place at the house of Bro. William ^Matheson. From this date 
until the 4th September, 1837, no meetings of the lodge were held. 
The meeting on the latter date was held at the house of Bro. John 
Cox, the lodge having evidently left the house of Bro. Matheson. 

The Secretary read a letter received by the W. M. from John Auldjo, 
Ksq,, Master for the Province of TJ. C, wishing to have all the necessary in- 
formation respecting- the state of Masonry in this Lodge in order to bring the 
ancient fraternity to its former glory and knowledge of the Cratt." 

It w^as also requested in the letter of Bro. Auldjo that a letter 
be sent, noting all particulars respecting the state of Masonry in the 
lodge. This record is the onl3^ one to be found in the minutes of the 
Craft lodges referring to the visit of Bro. John Auldjo to Canada. 
R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, in a letter written about 1838 from 
England, refers to the fact that he had appointed this brother his 
deput}^ From the fact that no communications with the lodges had 
been found, it was supposed that Bro. Auldjo had either never visited 
this country or had not interested himself in lodge work. This 
entry in the minutes of True Britons' lodge places beyond (lou1)t the 
fact that Bro. Auldjo not only had visited this countr3^ but had inter- 
ested himself in the Craft, for no doubt he wrote similar letters to all 
other lodges. 

From the 4th September, 1837, until the 6th February, 1838, no 
meetings were held. These were troublous times in Canada, for in 
December of the former year the rebellion broke out and may have 
affected the meetings of this and other lodges. The only meeting held 
in 1838 was on the 6th February, when the lodge met pursuant to 
public notice in the Perth newspaper." This meeting had been called 
for the 5th February and adjourned to the 6th, when officers were 
chosen, the election at this time being, of course, performed in the 
third degree. 

There were no meetings of the lodge from this date until the 15th 
June, 1840, when the brethren met at the house of Bro. William Fraser, 
and the officers chosen by ballot, as recorded in the minutes of 6th 
February, 1838, were regularly installed.'' This proves the dormancy 
of the lodge during that period. The lodge could not have been in a 
very prosperous condition, because the funds on hand were ascer- 
tained to be, in cash 8s. gd., besides notes not collected.'* It was 
resolved to commemorate the festival of St. John, the Baptist, with 
a dinner, but there is no record of such taking place, indeed the only 
meeting held up to the end of the year was on the 7th December, 
when the lodge met at the house of Bro. William Fraser, and a letter 
was read from the brethren of St. Francis' lodge at Smith's Falls, ask- 
ing True Britons' lodge to meet them on the 28th December, to go 
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Up to the temple to hear the law and subsequently to dine." The 
lodge agreed to accept the invitation, and then proceeded to elect 
officers for the ensuing- year, after which the officers were installed. 

On the 4th January, 1841, the lodge met as usual at the house of 
Bro. William Fraser, when it was proposed 

*' that arrangements be made for a lodge room for the brethren, and Bro. 
Wm. Matheson, David Hogg and T. Brooke be a committee to wait upon Mrs. 
Adamson to rent her large room upstairs or any other place, and to report 
to the brethren." 

In these days a candidate desiring* initiation, having- been bal- 
loted for and accepted, could have an emerg^ency called on paying 
the expenses of such meeting". The meeting of ist February was held 
at the house of Bro. William Fraser. No business seems to have been 
transacted. On the 5th April the lodge met and the routine of busi- 
ness was varied by a discussion with a delegate from Harmony lodg'C, 
in Kitley, who came, armed with an invitation from the W. M. and 
brethren of that lodg^e, to meet them on the 24th June and aid them 
in the celebration of the festival of St. John. The invitation was 
accepted and it was ordered that an epistle be sent to our brethren 
of Harmony Lodge to notify them accordingly." 

The meetings from March until TsTovember were held at the house 
of Bro. William Fraser, but on the 6th December the lodge removed 
to the house of Bro. William Matheson, and elected their officers 
for the current year and agreed to celebrate the festival of St. John. 
On the 7th February, 1842, the lodg"e held its regular monthly meet- 
ing*, the particular business transacted being- 

'* to consult regarding^ the communication received from Z. M. Phillips, 
to appoint a deleg^ate to proceed to Kingston to assist in the formation of a 
permanent Provincial Grand Lodge." 

The proposal was ag^reed to and Bro, Barton Phillips, of Kings- 
ton, was asked to represent the lodge at the Convention to be held on 
the 24th February. The proceedings of this Convention will be 
fotmd in the history of that period. At the meeting of 14th February, 
184a, it was determined to again move to other quarters, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to find out " a fit and proper place for holding 
the lodge." It was also determined to have the same committee 

" call upon the gaol contractors and finally settle whether there will be 
any procession at the time of laying the foundation stone of the Court House." 

At the meeting of 4th April, 1842, the committee appointed to 
find a suitable lodge room reported " that they visited the house of 
Bro. Fraser and found the room proposed for the accommodation of 
the lodg-e too small." 

On the 27th April an emerg-ent meeting was held to consider the 
question of forming in procession on the 24th May to lay the corner-, 
stone of the new gaol. Tt was agreed that the lodg-es from Smith's 
Falls and Kitley be invited to attend, and also all the Masons of Perth 
and the vicinity, and that a notice of the same be inserted in the 
" Bathtirst Courier," and an invitation sent to the Rev. Wm. Boswell 
to officiate as chaplain on the occasion. It was also agreed that the 
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jewels be retrimmed and decked " as agreed to by the brethren, 
the wands to be newly painted, and gilt on top, two pillars or col- 
umns to be also got and painted/' 

On the 2nd May the lodge met, and it was resolved that a com- 
mittee be appointed to superintend the fitting up of the jewels for the 
celebration of the 24th inst. The best laid schemes of men sometimes 
go wrong, and it was evident that in this case the plans of the breth- 
ren for celebrating the festival by taking part in the laying of the 
foundation stone of the court house could not be carried out. The 
MSS. contain a letter, dated Perth, iith May, 1842," written by 
Bro. William Alatheson, and addressed to Alexander Matheson and 
others, which states that Mr. Marchom McPherson, the District Sur-. 
veyor, had served the committee 

" with a notice from the magistrate, composing the building Committee, 
forbidding the Masons laying the foundation stone of the Court House and 
gaol in this place." 

Bro. Matheson adds: "Did you ever hear or see such petty 
tyranny in your life? Have the goodness to communicate this pain- 
ful intelligence to your worthy friend Z. M. Phillips, P. G. H. P." 
The letter further explained that there would be notice sent to Smithes 
Falls that no procession would take place on the 24th. 

On the 6th June, 1842, the removal of the lodge was discussed, 
and the W, M. and Bro. Kllis were appointed to look up a room in 
Bro. Fraser's. It was also agreed that the tyler be allowed no nightly 
fee from this time," and that whoever should act as tyler be al- 
lowed his nightly fee. On the 4th July the committee which had 
looked after the meeting place of the lodge had resolved to rent a 
room at the White House/* owned by Bro. William Matheson. The 
only business transacted was that Bro. Edwards be ordered to pro- 
cure a new table and cupboard for the use of the lodge, and certain 
things belonging to the lodge were ordered to be sold and the pro^ 
ceeds put to the credit of the lodge/' 

On the 9th August an emergency was held " at the lodge room 
in the White House, owned by Bro. William Matheson," to consider 
a charge of unmasonic conduct against a brother. At the meeting of 
T3th August it was decided to expel the brother for his conduct, and 

" that the said sentence of expulsion be advertised in some public journal, 

to give notice to all true Masons not to associate in Masonry with " 

At the meeting of 5th September, 1842, it was ordered that the 
notice of expulsion of this brother " be sent immediately to the Grand 
Secretary/' At this date the officers for the ensuing year were elected, 
and probably were installed upon the 27th. 

A meeting was held on the 2nd January, 1843, t>^t none again 
until the ist May of that year, when the brethren decided to celebrate 
St. John's day with St. John's lodge of Carleton Place. No meeting 
appears to have been held after this until December, 1843, when offi- 
cers were elected, and it was determined that a committee be ap- 
pointed to look out an appropriate situation and get the lodge room 
furniture removed immediately." Until this time the meetings had 
been held in the warehouse of Bro. Matheson. 
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During 1844 but two meetings were held, one on the 5th Febru- 
ary and the second on the 4th March, and this apparently closes the 
work of True Britons' lodge, for the next meeting record is that of 
27th December, 1848, when it was resolved that the proceedings 
and acts of the last meeting of this lodge be confirmed." 

True Britons' lodge did not affiliate with the third Provincial 
Grand Lodge under Sir Allan MacNab until 1848. Its further his- 
tory will be found in connection with that Grand Lodgj. 


CHAPITER L. 

Harmony Lojdge, No. 2^, P. R., Towi^ship of Yonge, County 

OF Leeds, 1822-23. 

The history of Harmony lodge, No. 24, in Kdwardsburgh, from 
its origin in 1810 has been given vmder the period allotted to the 
first Provincial Grand Lodge and the Grand Masonic Convention at 
Kingston, for the lodge continued under that body after the death of 
R. W. Bro. WilHani Jarvis. There has always been a doubt as to 
the date of the final dissolution of No. 24. Its non-appearance on the 
register of the second Provincial Grand Lodge and the letter of Bro. 
John Dean in October, 1822, when he queries regarding the likeli- 
hood of the lodge to continue work, confirm the impression that it 
ceased about that time. 

The only Harmony lodge on the register of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge after 1822 was that in the township of Yonge. It was a matter 
of doubt as to whether this lodge might be regarded as the successor 
of Harmony at Kdwardsburgh, but the fact that there is the record of 
the issue of the dispensation proves that it was an organization of an 
independent origin. The lodge was in the township of V onge, county 
of Leeds, and met in the village of Farmersville, within a mile of 
which was the residence of the secretary, Bro. Benoni Wiltsie, the 
members of whose family were the oldest settlers in the vicinity. They 
came originally from Albany, N. Y., and settled in Canada about 1784. 
Application was made for a dispensation for this lodge in Yonge and 
the request was granted by the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 
W. Bro. Fitzgibbon at York. 

The Provincial Grand Secretary writes on 7th April, 18^3, en- 
closing to the Secretary of Sussex lodge. No. 3, Brockville. the dis- 
pensation for Harmony lodge, at Young " or Yonge.'' The latter 
is correct. The Grand Secretary was methodical and most particular 
in financial matters. He even points out to the secretary of Sussex 
lodge that he has requested the W, M. of Harmony lodge to refund 
to Sussex lodge the amount of the postage.^' This could not have 
been more than a shilling, high as the rate was in those early days. 
He writes: 
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Bath, 7th April, 1823. 
Sir and Brother: — I take the Hberty of enclosing to your care, a Dispen- 
sation for Harmony Lodge, to be held at Young: or Yonge. which I am in- 
duced to do' from not knowing what postoffice would be the most convenient 
for the petitioners, presuming that you can, without mvich inconvenience, 
transmit it by some safe conveyance shortly after receiving it. I have re- 
quested the W. to refund to Sussex Lodge the amount of the postage, 
which no doubt will be done. I should not trouble you with this business if 
I knew of any other safe method of transmitting it. Your attention to it will 
much oblige. 

Sir and Brother, 

Your most obedient servant, 

John Dean, 

Sec'y Sussex Lodge. Provincial G. Sec'y. 

Bro. Dean, in enclosing the dispensation to the W. M. of Har- 
mony lodge, gave him some information as to the fees to be charged 
for making Masons, and registration, with a kindly word of advice, 
concerning the work of the lodge. His letter reads: — 

Bath, 7th April, 1823. 

Bro. Benoni Wiltse, 

W. M., Harmony Lodge, Yonge. 
The accompanying dispensation was, a short time since, received from 
our R. W. D. P. G. Master, with directions to forward it, and having no op- 
portunity by private conveyance, and not knowing what postofifice is most 
convenient to you, I forward it by mail to the Secretary of Sussex Lodge, No, 
3, Brockville, with the request that it may be immediately forwarded to you, 
presuming your lodge will defray the expense of postage to Sussex Lodge, 
In order to prevent any further inconvenience from the above cause, please 
in yours, acknowledging the receipt of the dispensation, inform me through 
w^hat channel Tuture communications may be addressed to your lodge. As the 
knowledge of the new Constitutions is not as yet generally diffused, I take 
the liberty of mentioning a point or two, which may be necessary, in case you 
are not already informed thereon. No lodge can make a F. M. for less than 
three guineas, exclusive of registering fees. Each lodge must secure a Grand 
Lodge certificate from the Grand Lodge of England, for each member made in 
the lodge, the fee for which is 6/6 sterling, and the master is personally account- 
able for the fees being duly transmitted. This business is to be done through the 
proper officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge, whose receipt will be sufficient 
pledge until the Grand Lodge certificates are procured. Enclosed you have 
the receipt of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master for the registering fees of seven 
members, also a form of return to be made to the Provincial Grand Lodge. 
Experience having proved that lodges are useful and respectable, in propor- 
tion as the genuine principles of our order are adhered to therein, I conclude 
with the hope that your lodge may flourish, and that Masonry in your quarter 
may stand in the exalted station which its principles merit, and remain. 

Fraternally your inost obedient servant, 

John Dean, F. G. bec'y. 

No acknowledgment of the dispensation had been received, and, 
therefore, in May of 1823, Bro, Dean wrote to the secretary of the 
lodge, Bro. Benoni Wiltsie, as follows: 

Bro AViltsie: A dispensation for Harmony Lodge, to be held at Yonge, 
is forwarded to you under cover to the Secretary of Sussex Lodge, the receipt 
of which has not been acknowledged. Presuming you have received it, I have 
to request you will acknowledge it per first opportunity. 

" Yours fraternally, 

John Dean." 
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There were, at least, three dispensations issued by W. Bro. 
Fitzgibbon in May or June of 1823. Bro. Beikie in 1825 communi- 
cated with R. VV- Bro. McGillivray concerning these dispensa- 
tions, and tliat brother in reply said that it was not his intention 
that any person but himself should issue dispensations, but that 
as R. VV. Bro. Fitzgibbon had exercised the authority of grant- 
ing dispensations, and as several had been granted of which no 
report had been made, the lodges were meeting unlawfully. Bro. 
McGillivray continued to say that as the dispensations had been 
issued, he did not wish to preclude Bro. Beikie, as his successor, 
from exercising the same authority, but as long as I am in this 
Province it would be better that petitions for dispensations should 
be submitted to me before they are so-anted/' 

This alluded to the issue of a dispensation to Harmony lodge, 
Vonge; Temple lodge, in the township of Bastard, county of Leeds, 
and Richmond lodge in the township of Goulbourn, county of Carle- 
ton. These dispensations were issued about March or June, so that 
these three lodges were Nos. 22, 23, 24 respectively, on the provincial 
register, and this seems to be the correct notation, for Rideau lodge 
received a dispensation to continue working in 1824 as No. 25. There 
is no record of the issue of an Knglish warrant to Harmony lodge. 

One of the coincidences of Craft history is found in connection 
with the work of Harmony lodge. It will be remembered that in 
the history of New Oswegatchie lodge a description of the old minute 
book is given, a book which contained the records of what was then 
f 1787) No. 7. At the reverse end of this book are the minutes of No. 
13 in Leeds/' a lodge the history of which has already been given. 
Following the minutes of No. 13 in the same book are the cash ac- 
counts of a Harmony lodge in either the township of Yonge or of 
Kitley, another township in Leeds. Kitley had a lodge known as 
Harmony lodge, and these accounts are supposed to have been those 
of that lodge. The ledger accounts of Harmony lodge in the New 
Oswegatchie book occupy portions of forty pages, one account being 
devoted to two pages, as in ordinary ledger accounts, and show the 
financial standing of each member in the lodge. 

'* June Sth, 1838. Joseph Copeland to initiation in Harmony Lodge, 

25/- ; July 2nd, 183S. to passing, raising, 50/- £3. I5- o 

I- 15- 


" Due 2. 15. o." 

On the same date " Harry Klliot, Dr. to initiation," etc., on i6th 
October, 1838; "Dr. Asher A. Chamberlain, Dr. to initiation''; and 
on December iith, 1838, " Kdward Bolster, Dr. to initiation/* etc.. 
followed by similar charges for Bro. David Lesan, Chas. Merrin, 
Wm. Slack, Henry Morris, Miles Fulford, Uriah Soper, J. B. Paul, 
W. E. Scofield, James B. Howard, W. Scofield, Hiram Soper, W. H, 
Ellerbeck, John Wheal ey, Stephen Mott, A. C, Booth, Simon Al- 
gnere, Wm. Thackberry, W. G. Murray, Nathan Brown, Chauncey 
Billing, Belemy, Thos. Kidd, Daniel Campbell, Henry Nott, Samuel 
Danby, Wm. Robinson. All the entries in connection with these 
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brethren run from 1838 to 1841. The names are of interest as show- 
ing that the lodge was in operation and was doing work. 

In 1845 Harmony lodge in the township of Kitley was on the 
roll of the third Provincial Grand Lodge under Sir A. N. MacNab. 
There is no reasonable doubt that this lodge was the successor of 
Harmony lodge in the township of Yonge. although it does not ap^ 
pear to have been in existence after 1849. The remaining records of 
Harmony lodge will be found under the period of the third Provincial 
Grand Lodge, 


CHAPTER LI. 

Temple Lodge, No, 23, Village of Beverley, Township of 
Bastard, County of Leeds, 1823-45, 

Bastard is a township in the county of Leeds, which was in the 
early days part of the Johnstown district. Beverley, where Temple 
lodge met, is a village in the township of Bastard, twenty-four miles 
from Brockville, The name of the township is peculiar, and an in- 
teresting incident is given, which accounts for its unique title. Some 
time after the settlement commenced, a notice was received from the 
government, that it was necessary to give the municipality a name. 
Klder Stevens, Sr., was appointed a delegate to proceed to Toronto, 
and suggest a name, the understanding being that it would be Ste- 
\enstown. When the delejsrale arrived at the Crown Lands office, the 
clerks were busily engaged in naming townships, following, as a rule, 
the suggestions of the surveyors, or of interested parties. Coming 
to the township in question, there was a pause, and a slight discvis- 
sion. Elder Stevens was appealed to, and from modesty hesitated 
in giving Stevenstown, saying that he did not know what to call 
it," when one of the clerks remarked that, as it had no father, it 
must be a bastard township." The result was that it was set down on 
the map as Bastard. 

The dispensation for this lodge, which was No. 23, P. R., was 
issued by the second Provincial Grand Lodge, organized by R. W. 
Bro. Simon McGillivray, in 1823, as is shown by a letter which Bro. 
John Dean, the Provincial Grand Secretary, addressed to Bro. Joseph 
K. Hartw^ell, dated Bath, 29th March, 1823,'' in which he said: 

Knclosed you will receive a dispensation for Temple Lodge to be held 
in Beverley in the Township of Bastard, together with the receipt of the R. W. 
Deputy P. 'G. Master for the amount of the registering fees of the petitioners, 
which documents were received a few days since, and I forward them by the 
first mail after receiving them. 

Not knowing whether a form of the returns to be made by all lodges under 
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the authority of the G. L. of England, has been forwarded you from York,- 
I take the liberty of enclosing one, and also of mentioning to you the fees 
required to be demanded by the subordinate lodges, agreeably to the consti- 
tutions of the United Grand Lodge. No lodge can make a Freemason under 
three guineas, exclusive of the registering fee, and it is also required of all 
lodges, that they obtain a Grand Lodge certificate for each member admitted 
into their respective lodges, the charge for which is 6/6 sterling, which can 
be obtained through the proper officers of the P. G. Lodge, and the Master of 
the Indole is accountable that the necessary fees famonnfine: to 18/11 c'v), are 
transmitted. You may be in possession of the same information already, but 
in case you are not it may be requisite that the members should be made ac- 
quainted witTi these particulars, as the knowledge of the constitutions is not 
as yet generally diffused. I also enclose you a spare copy of the proceedings 
at the first meeting of the P. G. Lodge. Please acknowledge the receipt of 
the enclosed by the return mail. 

In the hope that the respectability of your new lodge will be insured by 
a strict adherence to the genuine principles of Masonry, I am. Sir and Brother, 

Your most obedient serv't, 

John Dean, P. G. Sec'y. 

Bro. Dean requested Bro. Hartwell to call the attention of the 
blaster of True Britons' lodg'e to their neg"lect in not sending to him 
the original dispensation of that lodge from the Kingston Conven- 
tion in exchange for the new one from the Provincial Grand Lodge. 
Bro. Hartwell replied on the 2nd April, 1823, acknowledging the 
receipt of the dispensation from Temple Lodge/' and stating that 
he had informed the IMaster of Perth lodge as requested. On the 
13th April, 1823, Bro. Hartwell again wrote, enclosed the Perth dis- 
pensation required, adding to his letter: 

Temple Lodge has not yet got to work, as Bro. Peter Schofield, the 
gentleman who has been mentioned by our R. W. Deputy Prov. Grand Master 
(in a letter to me and Brother William Smart) to be the installing officer, 
feels a delicacy in doing it without further authority, which he has not as yet 
received. Will you be good enough to give your opinion relative to it. Your 
compliance will greatly oblige." 

Subsequently Bro. Dean gave his opinion as to the installation 
and the powers of the officer. The blanks should be filled in with the 
name of Bro. Peter Schofield. 

Bath, 25 April, 1823. 

Bro. Hartwell: — Yours covering the original Dispensation, granted True 
Britons* Lodge, was duly received, and enclosed you will receive a packet con- 
taining a new dispensatyon, which please submit to Bro. ^- 

Resjiecting directions given by our R. W. Deputy M. for Bro. 

to install the officers of Temple Lodge, I am unable to form an opinion whe- 
ther it can be considered as competent authority, not knowing the import of 
the directions ; but if those instructions have jiot been followed by more formal 
authority from the R. W. D. G. M., I think the inference may fairly be drawn 
that they were intended for sufficient authority, and am, therefore, inclined 

to the r»pinion that Bro. would be justified in pro<M"odinix with 

the installation, pursuant to those directions or suggestions of the R. W. 
Dep'y. should no subsequent authority have been received. 

I am, with fraternal regards, 

John Dean, P. G. Sec'y. 
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This lodge does not appear to have had a warrant from the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland, but worked under the provincial warrant as No. 
:23. There are no records of its work extant. The same inform- 
ation concerning the issue of its dispensation as in the case of Har- 
mony lodge. No. 22, applies to Temple lodge, for it was one of the 
three unauthorized dispensations issued by R. W. Bro. James Fitz- 
gibbon, to which allusion was made in the correspondence between 
R. W. Bro. Beikie and R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. 

In the proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge at York in 
July, 1823, the representative of Temple lodge is given amongst those 
present, but there is no mention of the lodge at subsequent meetings 
of that body. In 1826, at the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
Bro. J. K. Hartwell was Junior Grand Deacon and also Grand Direc- 
tor of Ceremonies, It is impossible to give any idea of the work. It 
is believed that the lodge did not exist for any length of time. 

Bro. Peter Schofield was an earnest worker and temperance 
advocate, and constantly kept the benefits of a temperate life before 
the public at large and also his brethren in Masonry. On the loth 
June, 1828, he delivered an address on this subject to the inhabitants 
of the township of Bastard. The address was published at the time 
and a copy is now in the possession of his son. Air. W. A. Schofield, 
of Belleville, It is said to have been the first temperance address 
delivered in Canada and led to the formation of the first temperance 
society. It is a wonderful piece of diction, tinged with zeal, eccen- 
tricity and truth. The learned doctor strengthened his address by 
an allusion to a case of excessive drinking, which ended in spon- 
taneous combustion. Dr. Schofield was a physician of the highest 
character and integrity, but rigid and extreme in his views on tem- 
perance. 


CHAPTER LII. 

RicHMONr> Lodge, No. 24, P. R., Villagk of Richmond, Town- 

STlir OF GOXJLBORNE, CoUNTY OF CaRLFTOIV, t822. 

This lodge worked in the village of Richmond on the Goodwood 
river in the township of Goulborne, county of Carleton. The locality 
was also called the Richmond Military Settlement. The first avithority 
under which the lodgfe worked was a dispensation in 182T from the 
Grand Masonic Convention at Kingston, issued by R. W. Bro. Ziba 
M. Phillips. On the 22nd December, 1822, W. Bro. G. Fitzgerald, 
W. M. of Richmond lodge, forwarded a letter to Bro. John Dean, 
stating- : 

" T herewith enclose you. aereeahle to instructions transmitted to Rich- 
mond Lodg^e, a copy of our warrant, of dispensation, of our Rules and Reg-u- 
lations, as also our petition, praying" for a Warrant of Constitution, or such 
other regular authority as may be competent for the R. W. Provincial Grand 
Master to grant, empowering us to meet as a regular lodge at Richmond, on 
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the 24th day of March, 1823. Likewise the registering of the brethren whose 
names are subscribed to the petition. 

I am sorry that we are not able, at present, to forward the sums required 
for the registry of our members, being a young lodge, and a little embarrassed 
at present, but nope shortly it will be in our power to answer the demand. I 
would wish to know whether it is requisite that Brethren, being registered in 
the Grand Lodges of Kngland and Ireland, should be registered anew in the 
Grand Lodge of Upper Canada or if it regards only those made in Canada. 
We hope the copy of our Rules and Regulations may meet the approbation of 
the Grand Lodge. I hope you will have the goodness to forward the warrant, 
or other authority, as soon as possible, as we Have been under the necessity 
of putting back several candidates until we received another authority, as we 
considered the one now held by us is insufficient. I cannot close my letter 
without returning, in the name of the Brethren of Richmond Lodge, their 
warmest thanks to the R. W. Grand Master, Grand officers, and Brethren of 
the Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, for their zealous and indefatigable exer- 
tions used towards obtaining a Grand Warrant for the Masons of this Pro- 
vince, which has once more united them under one authority, and put them 
on the respectable footing they now enjoy. , 
I have the honor to remain. Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 

G. Fitzgerald, W.M., Richmond Lodge. 
To John Dean, P. G. Sec'y, Bath, U.C. 

P.S. — Your circular came too late to be answered sooner. The following 
are the newly-initiated Brethren of Richmond Lodge, and who request to be 
registered: James McKill, Stephen Kynouf, Thomas Gaven. Mich'l Coyle, 
Anthony Fornier, James Keely, John Lannigan, Peter Aylen, John Hall. 

Signatures to petition (printed form): James Fallon, W.M.; Garret Fitz- 
gerald, S.W. ; Andrew Hill, J.W. (these three late of Wellington P. G. Lodge, 
No. 20); Stephen Kynouf, Sec'y; Thomas Gaven, Treas'r; Anthony Turner, 
J.D.; James McKill, S.D.; Michael Coyle, Tyler; John Lannigan; Edward 
Loggan, No. 255, Reg'y, Ireland. 

This letter indicates that Richmond lodge had been working, 
that a copy of its dispensation — not warrant of dispensation " — as 
issued by the Convention, had been sent to the Provincial Grand 
Lodge at York, with a petition for a new warrant, and that a circular 
sent to all the lodges in August had not reached Richmond in time 
for the lodge to be represented at York in September, 1822. At thia 
date there were eighteen members waiting for initiation. The Wel- 
lington lodge. No. 20, referred to in the list of members, was a lodge 
known as ''Wellington Persevering,'' which was warranted in 181 5 
as No. 20 on the Provincial Grand register of the Ancient Grand 
Lodge of Lower Canada. 

There is, however, no trace of the lodge amongst those repre- 
sented at York in 1823. The letter of December, 1822, clearly shows 
that the lodge was satisfied to enregister on the roll of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, but an undated letter, written probably in January or 
February of 1823, and signed J. F. G,/' undoubtedly James Fitz- 
gibbon the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, requests that the W. M. 
shall be called upon for the original dispensation and notifies the 
Grand Secretary of the Provincial Grand Lodge to see that the origi- 
nal dispensation is attached to the new one from the Provincial body. 
He writes: 

Brother Dean: — Have the goodness to call upon the W. M. of this Lodge 
to transmft to you the original dispensation received from Bro. Z. M. Phillips, 
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and attach it in the usual way to this Dispensation, and then send both to him 
to Richmond- A copy only has been received by me. I have no answer to 
the query respecting- Registry fees for those who have Grand Lodge certificates, 
but as I believe the names of these petitioners must be registered again, I 
think it requisite that all petitioners should pay the registry fee, whether paid 
before or not. Please to write for the fees, and at the same time transmit t^his 
Dispensation, as I ?hink it harsh to keep it as a pledge. I am not quite confident 
that we shall be met with equal liberality in every case, but I would rather 
lose funds than set a harsh example. 

J. F. G. 

As I have, as yet, no Masonic funds, I leave you to pay the postage on 
this, which I hope you have the means of doing. If not, tell me so, and I 
will pay in future. Have the goodness to put yours under cover to Col. Coffin, 
with your name on the corner of the cover." 

Althovigh the letter of December, 1822 ^ seemed to settle the 
matter and bring Richmond lodge under the jurisdiction of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, it appears that in 1823 quite a correspondence 
sprang up between the W. M. of the lodge and the Provincial Grand 
Secretary. On the 29th April, 1823, W. Bro. Dean wrote to W. Bro. 
Fitzgerald, the W, M. of Richmond lodge, stating that a new dis- 
pensation for his lodge had been issued by R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon, 
the P. D. G. M., which would be sent as soon as the original dispensa- 
tion, that is, that granted by the Kingston Convention and issued by 
R. W. Bro. Phillips, was in his hands. His letter reads: 

I replied to yours, covering; a petition for a Dispensation soon after re- 
ceivings it, but have not had the pleasure of hearing- from you since. Your 
wishes were immediately complied with by the R. W. Dep*y G. M. by granting 
a dispensation, which is now in my hands, and Avill be transmitted to you im- 
mediately upon receiving the original Dispensation. I should have written 
to you to this effect sooner had I not been in the daily expectation of getting 
a reply to mine of 5th Feb*y last, in which I informed you it would be neces- 
sary/' 

W. Bro. Fitzgerald replied as follows: 

Richmond, 13th May, 1823. 
Sir and Brother: — I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 29th 
April, which came to hand on the 7th inst., and was too late to answer by the 
same post. If I had thought that it was necessary to forward our original 
Dispensation, I should have immediately complied, but I must have been mis- 
taken in your instructions of the Sth February, in which you say, it is your 
individual opinion that it should be forwarded previous to receiving a new 
Dispensation." I now enclose and forward you our Dispensation, agreeable to 
your instructions, and have to beg you will be pleased to forward, with as little 
delay as possible, our new one, and I should feel obliged if you would let me 
know if what we have done under the old Dispensation is legal. The Brethren 
of Richmond lodge feel the warmest gratitude for the indulgence granted them 
by the R. W. D'y Grand Master and Brethren of the Grand Lodge of U. C. 
I am sorry to have to report, for the information of the Grand Lodge, so as it 
may be circulated to the subordinate ones, the expulsion (for unmasonic con- 
duct) of Joseph Minore of Richmond Lodge, likewise the suspension of James 
Fallon of said Lodge, for the space of eighteen months, from the 3rd day of 
March last, for unmasonic conduct. 

I remain^ sir. 

Yours fraternally, 

G. Fitzgerald, 

W. M., Richmond Lodge. 

28a 
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In 1 89 1 application was made to the Grand Lodge of England 
for information concerning an English lodge which existed at Rich- 
mond West, Carleton, Upper Canada.'' The Grand Secretary replied 
that the lodge was called Union," and that its warrant was dated 
23rd September, 1S22, its number being 766, which in 1832 was 
changed to 499. The names on the warrant were given as Joseph 
Pringle, John Bradshaw, Abraham Pringle, George Smith, Jr., Daniel 
Pringle, Jacob Quackerbush, Seneca Rider/' This statement must 
have been made in error. The lodge to which it refers is not that in 
Carleton, but in Lennox, and all the names mentioned will be found in 
the history of the latter lodge. This similarity of names has led to 
many misleading statements regarding Richmond lodge in the town- 
ship of Goulborne, county of Carleton, and Richmond lodge. No. 25, 
at Richmond Mills, township of Richmond, in the county of Lennox, 
and Rideau lodge. No, 25, in the township of Marlborough, in the 
county of Carleton, a township lying south-east of Goulborne, and 
in the south-eastern boundary of which is Burritt's Rapids, where 
Rideau lodge met from 1815-46. 


CHAPTER LIII. 

Unity Lodge, Village of Whitby, Township of Whitby, East 

Riding County of York, 1822. 

The first lodge organized in the township of Whitby was in 1808 
in the period of R. W. Bro. Jarvis, but no trace of the work of that 
lodge is found during the period of the first Provincial Grand Lodge, 
1792-1822, or of that of the Kingston Convention, so that the lodge 
probably ceased work. The only ckie to the origin of this lodge 
comes from the MSS. of Haldimand lodge in Northumberland. W. 
Bro. Kzra Annes, of Whitby, formerly resided in Haldimand, and 
\\^as a member of St. John's lodge in that townships. Therefore it was 
not surprising that in seeking to institute a new lodge at W^hitby he 
should ask the good offices of his old lodge. 

A letter in the MSS. of 1822-45, signed by this W. Bro. Ezra 
Annes, which was written to " Benjamin Ewing, Esqr.," of " Haldi- 
mand," reads: 

Whitby, loth June, 1825. 

Dear Sir and Brother: — We are now about to send a petition to the Pro- 
vincial G. Lodge, praying for a charter to hold a Lodge in this place, and, as 
it is a form not to be dispensed with, the petitioning officers of the new Lodge 
should be recommended by the officers of some regular Lodge: 

We now look up to the officers of St. John's Lodge, requesting them to 
aid us ill this our undertaking, by recommending us, if you think us worthy 
of so high a trust. 

Yours fraternally 

Caleb Elsworth, ) Ezra Annes. 

John B. Waren, ? Officers. 
Ezra Annes, ) 
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This is endorsed: " Letter, Ezra Annes, 1825, Re' forming a lodge 
at Whitby." The endorsement may have been in the handwriting of 
Bro. Ewing, but it is more like that of Bro. Dean, which would indi- 
cate that it was forwarded to him as Provincial Grand Secretary by W. 
Bro. -Ewing. W. Bro. Annes was a farmer residing near Whitby. 
Bro. John B. Warren lived in Oshawa and Caleb Klsworth lived half 
a mile east of Whitby on the Kingston Road. 

The lodge opened under a dispensation, dated 30th November, 
18-25, and its first meeting was held on 9th January, 18^6, at John 
Hill's inn, Whitby. The minutes read that it opened: On the first 
step and second of Masonry.'' There were present at this meeting: 
Ezra Annes, W. M.; John Warren, S, W.; Barber Nichols, J. W- ; 
George Post, Treas. ; Benjamin Stone, S. & J- 1).; Benjamin R. Coot, 
Tyler; Wm. McGill, Geo. McGill, Lewis Ketchum, Secretary. 

As Bro. Hill's place was not convenient, it was voted that Unity 
Lodge meet at Bro. George Post's in Pickering in consequence of 
there not being a convenient place in Whitby." 

There was no meeting held in February, but on the 23rd March 
the lodge met at Bro. George Post's in Pickering. At this meeting^ it 
was decided that the fees should be £2. for the E. A.; and 5s. 7^d. for 
the second and third degrees. At the meeting of 20th April it was re- 
solved to make a return to the Provincial Grand Lodge of all the 
members of the lodge and the names of the mother lodge of each 
member. 

During 1826 the meetings were all of a routine character. On 
the 14th December of that year a proposal was made to remove the 
lodge room, but after discussion it was resolved that the lodge should 
not be removed, but remain where it is for the present." This was 
in George Post's hotel. 

Nevertheless on the 9th June, 1827, the lodge had evidently re- 
moved, for the minutes contain a record of an emergency on that date, 
held in their lodge room in W^hitby," and this expression is used un- 
til November ist, 1827, when, at a meeting on that date, a coinmittee 
was appointed to look into the accommodation afforded by Bro. 
Stitt's house, for the purpose of moving the lodge. The meeting of 
29th November was held at their lodge room at Bro. G. Post's. 
The name of Whitby is omitted, so that it is presumed that the lodge 
continued to be held in Pickering, Up to the i8th September, 1828, 
the lodge met at Bro. Post's, but on the i6th October, 1828, the 
minutes state that the brethren assembled at Whitby/' 

From a paragraph in the minutes of the meeting of i8th Decem- 
ber, 1828, which assembled at Whitby," it would appear that up to 
tliis date, from the time of the removal to Pickering, the lodge had 
been continued at Bro. George Post's in that township, for on that 
date it was resolved that the lodge move to Whitby at the house of 
E. Cranks." Subsequent meetings show that the brethren continued 
to meet at their lodge room in Whitby, which was no doubt the house 
named. On the i6th April, 1829, a committee was appointed to agree 
with the landlord of this house what shall be thought a fair remunera- 
tion for the use of the room and the lodge to furnish themselves." 

On the loth September, 1829, at a meeting of the lodge a refer- 
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ence was made to the representation of the lodge at the meeting- of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge on the 21st. This provincial meeting- 
has already been noted in the history of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
of which there is no record, but this entry is further evidence that the 
Provincial Grand Lodge was not only summoned for the 21st Septem- 
ber, 1829, but that it actually met. 

At the meeting of 5th November, 1829, a brother having made 
an unprovoked attack on the tyler of the lodge, it was resolved that 
the action of the attacking brother merits the condemnation of this 
lodge and every good man who ever may be greeted with a recital of 
his unhallowed conduct." It appears that at a former meeting the 
tyler had been acting strictly within the lines of his duty, that a brother 
of the lodge had assailed him, and the lodge, in passing a resolution 
condemning the action of the attacking brother, also resolved that 
the tyler, as the representative of the lodge, ought to be supported 
while doing his duty, and that this lodge 

" hold themselves individually and collectively responsible for any cost 
or danger which may come upon the Tyler while tyling this lodge," 

Further, it was the opinion of the lodge that the intention of 
the brother in attacking the tyler was manifestly for the purpose of 
breaking up the lodge and causing disturbance, and that such inten- 
tion was and has been mature and preconceived." After the passage 
of this resolution the minutes state that the lodge closed in peace." 

At the meeting of loth December, 1829, the lodge decided that 
they would pay no more dues to the Provincial Grand Lodge until 
they should receive satisfaction for the i;noney already paid. This 
shows the unsatisfactory state of the governing body at that period. 

The meetings during 1830 were all well attended and considerable 
interest was evidently manifested by the brethren of the lodge. The 
entries in the minute book are confined to a record of routine work. 

In December of 1832 it was resolved to celebrate the festival of 
the Kvangelist at Whitby, and this was done by a dinner. 

On the 20th April, 1837, it was resolved to remove the lodge to 
the house of Bro. George Thews, at Port Windsor, and that an 
emergency be held there on the 24th April. The records from July. 
1836, until April, 1837, are incomplete, but no doubt the lodge contin- 
ued to meet at Windsor, From October, 1837, until February, 1838, no 
meetings were held. Probably the rebellion troubles of that period 
interfered with the gatherings of the brethren. In February, 1838, 
a petition was received from Jordan Post to become a Mason." 
This was the well-known brother, a watchmaker of Toronto, whose 
store during 1820- 1840 was at the south-east corner of King and 
Bay streets. On the 5th April. 1838, it was resolved to remove the 
lodge to the house of Jordan Post in Pickering, and the meeting of 
1 2th April, 1838, was accordingly held at Jordan Post's tavern in 
Pickering." The lodge continued to meet at this place until nth 
June, 1840, when it was resolved to remove to Bennett's tavern in 
Whitby. At the same time Bro. Jordan Post was elected W. M. 
The lodge met for the first time in Bennett's tavern in Whitby on the 
9th July, 1840, and continued to meet in that place. 
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On the 14th February, 1842, a letter was received from R. W. 
Bro. Z. M, Phillips, asking that a delegate from this lodge be sent 
to meet other delegates in a Grand Convention at Kingston for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the propriety of forming a per- 
manent Provincial Grand Lodge/' It was determined to send Bro. 
Kzra Annes and to pay his expenses. At the meeting of :21st March, 
1843, Bro. Annes reported that he had proceeded to Kingston, and 
stated that the result of the Convention had been a petition to the 
Grand Lodge of England, nominating the Hon. R. B. Sullivan, as 
Grand Master of a permanent Provincial Grand Lodge. Bro. Annes 
also reported that he had obtained a charter for a Royal Arch chapter 
in Whitby- 

In November of 1842 there seem to have been some differences 
between the members of the lodge. In December of 1841 Bro. Klvah 
Annes had been elected master for six months, and in July, of 1842, 
certain members of the lodge had elected Bro. Ezra Annes to that 
office. At the next meeting Bro. Elvah Annes was called upon to 
instal his successor, which he refused to do, on the ground that he 
had been elected for the year. The lodge laid the matter before St. 
Andrew's lodge, No. i, of Toronto, and eventually the following re- 
port was received thereon: 

"The Committee of St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, to whom was referred 
a matter in dispute among the members of Unity Lodge, Whitby, having 
vainly endeavoured to effect a reconciliation among the Brethren of that 
Lodge, now beg leave to state the facts of the case for the information of the 
Worshipful Master and Brethren of St. Andrew's Lodge, and to report their 
opinion thereon. 

" Unity Lodge, Whitby, acts under a dispensation from the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, dated 30th Novr., 1825. It is stated that fees were paid to the 
P. G. Lodge for a warrant from the Grand Lodge of Kngland, but no such 
authority has been received by Unity Lodge, Whitby. 

The members of Unity Lodge have not paid anything to the Grand 
Lodge, nor have they made any returns of the names of their members. 

" By the bye-laws of Unity Lodge, it is provided that elections for Master, 
as by them construed, may be held semi-annually, and the Masters have been 
on some occasions so elected. 

" In Deer., 1841, Bro, Annes was duly elected Master for one year in suc- 
cession to J. H. Demott, who had served for the six months preceding. 

In July, 1842, certain members of the Lodge proceeded to elect a Master 
and chose Bro. Ezra Annes, who obtained possession of the jewels. 

** At the next meeting of the Lodge Bro. Elvah Annes was called on to 
instal his successor, which he refused to do, on the plea that having been him- 
self elected to serve for one year, he could not be displaced, excepting by the 
decision of a superior authority, and that no intervention of any such superior 
authority had been sought or obtained, 

" On the 27th of Deer., 1842, four members of the Lodge met and chose 
Bro. Elvah Annes as Master for the current year. 

" These are the facts of the case, upon which the Committee have come 
to the following opinion : 

" The dispensation has lapsed from non-payment of the customary fees 
upon each initiation and no returns of members' names to the Grand Lodge. 

"The election of 1841 was good for one year; consequently the election 
in July, 1842, was not valid. 

" The election of Bro. Elvah Annes in December, 1841, was irregular. 
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there not being present a sufficient number of the Brethren to hold such 
election. 

The Committee recommend that the Brethren of Unity Lodge be advised 
to afsemble and elect a Master without delay, Bro. Klvah Annes acting as 
P. M., and installing his successor: that they should transmit a list of their 
members and pay their fees to the Grand Lodge, and that they should apply 
to the Grand Lodge for a warrant. 

" The Committee are of opinion that if the Brethren of Unity Lodge should 
not see fit to act on their advice, it will be the duty of St. Andrew's Lodge 
to report their proceedings to the Grand Lodge, those proceedings being, as 
your Committee conceive, not in accordance with the usages of Masonry/' 

The matter seems to have been temporarily settled, for the min- 
utes of the 1 2th January, 1843, show that Bro. Kzra Annes occupied 
the chair. The brethren, how^ever, were not entirely satisfied, because 
at the meeting- of nth May, 1843, it was resolved to communicate 
with the Grand Lodge of Kngland with reference to the troubles of 
the lodge, and at the same time a committee was appointed to find a 
place in the village of Oshawa to remove this lodge/' and at a sub- 
sequent meeting, on 8th June, 1843, the matter of removal was again 
discussed, but, on the proposal being balloted for, it was lost by a 
majority of five in favor of not removing.'' On the 7th September, 
however, the resolution of the 6th July, 1843, was re-considered, for 
another proposal was made that the lodge should remove to Oshawa 
to be holden at the house of Richard AVood, sign of the Oshawa 
House,*' and on the ballot being taken it was carried by a majority 
of eleven in favor of Oshawa. Therefore, the meeting of the 5th 
October, 1843, was held at the Oshawa House. At the meeting of 
the 1st April, 1844, the lodge empowered Bro. Kzra Annes 

" to treat with St. Andrew's Lodge, touching the unfortunate disturbance 
which existed in connection with Unity Lodge, and that he be instructed to 
agree to whatever he may think just. Masonic and equitable, and whatever he 
may agree to with St. Andrew's Lodge that we will cordially agree to.*' 

The minutes of 15th June, 1844, show that considerable friction 
had again arisen in the lodge. The attempt of St, x\ndrew's lodge 
to settle the matter amicably had evidently proved unavailing, and on 
29th June, 1844, at a regular meeting of the lodge, at which sixteen 
brethren were present, it was moved and seconded that 

Bros. Watson, Annes and Griffin be a committee to draft up resolutions 
on what grounds we the members of Unity Lodge do withdraw or in other- 
wise dissolve the said lodge. Whereas Brother Klvah Annes. Jordan Post, 
John H. Deniott and Asa Post, memhers of this lodge, have taken from this 
lodge the warrant. Book of Constitutions and by-laws, and continue to hold 
them forcibly from this lodge, and have left this Township, and taken the 
warrant into an adjoining Township, which was granted precisely for the Town- 
ship of Whitby, and proceeded to hold a lodge in the Township of Pickering; 
And whereas they have been repeatedly and very kindly solicited and requested 
to return to Whitby with the said Warrant and other papers belonging to 
Unity Lodge in the Township of Whitby, and to meet with the present lodge 
majority of Unity Lodge and to meet in peace and harmony, and have as 
often refused to do so, and as far as we have so respectfully asked and begged 
of them in a true Masonic like form to have the unfortunate disturbance ami- 
cably settled, but all has proved abortive, and has treated us with the most 
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shameftil and diabolical conduct. And whereas all hope of a reconciliation 
has vanished, and we can no long-er hope for such an event to take place; and 
whereas our sister lodge at Toronto has from time to time kindly tendered 
to us pointing: out a way for a settlement, which the above-mentioned brothers 
have at all times refused to comply with, be it therefore resolved by a ma- 
jority of this lodge, in accordance with the advice of our sister lodge at To- 
ronto, that Unity Lodge l)e now dissolved. 

"And be it further resolved, that a committee, consisting of Bro. Henry 
Crawford, William McGill, William Hawkins, George Thew and Ezra Annes, 
be appointed, whose duty it shall be to collect all monies now due this lodge, 
and pay all proper demands against the lodge and to take charge of all pro- 
perty of this lodge. Jewels, papers and so forth, and to dispose of them as 
they think proper, be it therefore unanimously resolved that this lodge be per- 
petually dissolved. Amen, so mote it be/' 

This apparently closed the w^ork of the lodge, but the records of 
the third Provincial Grand Lodge at Hamilton, on August 9th, 1845, 
show that United lodge was duly represented by Bro. Elvah Annes, 
W. M. The lodge received a new v^arrant in 1847, became No. 

799, K. R., No. 19, P. R., on the roll of the third Provincial Grand 
Lodge, in w^hich period its further history will be found. 


CHAPTER LIV. ' 

RiDEAu Lodge, No. 25, Bm^RiTr's Rapids, Township of Oxford, 

County of Grenville, 1822-45. 

Burritt's Rapids is a village on the Rideau Canal in Oxford town- 
ship, county of Grenville. It is twenty-eight miles from Brockville, 
the county seat, and two miles west of Kemptville. 

The meetings of this lodge, which was originally warranted in 
181 5 at Burritt's Rapids, were continued after the formation of the 
second Provincial Grand Lodge under R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. 

In July of 1822 Bro. John Dean, the secretary of the Kingston 
Convention, sent a circular letter to all the lodges stating that R. W. 
Bro. Simon McGillivray had been appointed Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter with power to constitute a Provincial Grand Lodge in Upper 
Canada, and inviting the lodges to meet the P. G. M. at Kingston, 
at the same time pointing out the necessity of making as respectable 
an appearance in point of number and respectability as your lodge 
will admit." It was practically an invitation to Rideau lodge to come 
in under the wing of the proposed provincial body. 

The circular letter mailed in July, 1822, did not reach Marl- 
borough until the 4th December, five months after the missive 
had been entrusted to His Majesty's letter carrier. This is explained 
in a letter written by Bro. E. Hurd, the secretary, to Bro. Dean. In 
this letter he also states: " We with our sister lodges in this Province 
must feel highly gratified for the distinguished favor conferred on us 
by the United Grand Lodge of England/' and adds, Immediately 
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after St. John's Day I am instructed to inform you that you will re- 
ceive further communication from this lodge/' but no record of action 
by the lodge is found during* the year 1822. On the 29th January, 

1823, it was considered that the McCoy (McKay) Lodge having 
gone derogatory from the rules of Masonr}^ therefore we protest 
against their proceedings/* 

McCoy lodge was also known as McKay lodge, which had been 
named after W. Bro. Roderick McKay, the brother nominated by 
the Kingston Convention as Provincial Grand Master, but who un- 
fortunately was drowned in 181 7 while crossing to Amherst Island. 

The brethren of Rideau lodge had been good enough to lend 
their jewels to Richmond lodge in the county of Carleton for the June 
festival, and on returning them, in October, 1823, the W. M. of the 
lodge wrote: 

" I, with the Brethren of Richmond Lodgre. return otir heartfelt thank=^ 
for the use of the jewels of your Lodge, and am sorry that the weather pre- 
vented you and the Brethren of your Lodge not attending on the occasion, 
but you may be afsured we remembered your Lodge during our retreshment. 
I send them back by the same Brother, and am sorry that the state of the 
weather prevented sending them sooner." 

The minutes of 1823 are all formal, a record of those present, 
with the degree work. On the 23rd Jtily the American custom of 
reading the minutes of a meeting before its close and " that the Secry 
shall sign his name at the bottom of same " was adopted. The at- 
tendance at the lodge averaged very high. On 17th December there 
were twentj^-three members present and five visitors. The festival of 
St. John the Evangelist was not celebrated until 21st January. In the 
minutes of the meeting of 6th January, 1824, it is stated that the 
celebration of St. John's the principal cause of this meeting/' 

During 1823-24 nothing varied the proceedings until 17th March, 

1824, when it was voted that seven members be appointed a com- 
mittee to draw up and forward a petition to the Grand Lodge of 
Upper Canada, praying for a warrant from the same/' and at the 
meeting of 14th April The committee appointed the last communi- 
cation still remain a committee for the purpose they were appointed 
for/' This brief statement is all that is contained in the minutes, 
but in the MSS. is a copy of the minutes of the committee, which had 
reported on the subject. 

The Committee appointed 18th Feby., 1824, to afsemble at the Lodpje 
Room at Br. R. Olmsted, in Marlborough, assembled on the 36th May, and 
made the following- resolves : 

Present: Br. D. Burritt. T. Burritt, R. Olmsted, L. Cleglin, T. Hick. L. 
Depencier, E. Hurd. 

Br. Stephen Biirritt chosen Chairman. 

1st. Resolved. That the Rideau Lodgre petition the Grand Lodge of Upper 
Canada for a warrant of Constitution. 

2nd. Resolved. That Br. Daniel Burritt be inserted in the petition as 
Worshipful Master; Br. Eli Hurd, Seigrnor Warden, and Br. Luke Depen- 
cier, Junr. Warden. 

3rd. Resolved. That all Expenses to obtain the warrant shall be drawn 
out of the funds of the Rideau Lodge. 

4th. Resolved. That the Rideau Lodge be field in the Township of Marl- 
borough. 
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In early days the lodge served useful purposes, even in obtaining- 
justice for brethren who suffered at the hands of their brethren. Jn 
the MSS. of February, 18:24, is the petition of Hiram Olmstead, 
which reads: 

" The petition of Hiram Olmsted humbly sheweth that having been grofsly 
misused by Brothers Bennet and Harris, he is under the disagreeable necessity 
of applying to your Honourable and ancient fraternity for the justice they 
withhold from him." 

A brother Hurd, who in June, 1824, had been summoned on a 
charge, wrote to the lodge that 

in answer to your summons I shall decline of attending while you con- 
tinue to countenance a man who stands accused of perjury, which is an open 
violation of all laws if he is guilty; if he is innocent let him wipe the stain 
from his character and by that means he will free our institution from censure," 

In May, 1824, the lodge determined to come in under the au- 
thority of the Provincial Grand Lodge, which had in 18:22 been re- 
organized at York (Toronto) by the R. W, Bro, Simon McGillivray. 
Tn May, 1824, Bro. Stephen Burritt wrote to the Grand Secretary, 
Bro. Dean, as follows: 

Marlborough, 26th ^lay, 1824. 
Dear Brother: — Sir: Please forward the enclosed communication to the 
Grand Lodge at York. I am ordered to desire you to inform this body what 
is the amount to be paid to the Grand Lodge for a warrant, likewise to assist 
us in obtaining the same, and the trouble and expense you may be at shall be 
thankfully paid. 

By order of the W. M., 

Stephen Burritt, Sect'y, P. T. 

John Dean, Esq., 

Sec'y Grand Lodge, Upper Canada. 

To this letter were appended the Petitioners' names " for a new warrant, 

viz. : 

Daniel Burritt, W.M.; Eli Hurd, S.W. : Luke Depencier, J, W. ; Richard 
Olmsted, Luther Clifton, Thomas Hick, Stephen Burritt, M. Masons. 

" Memo'm. 28th June from S. B, Dalhousie. Enclosed the petition to 
R. W. Bro. Smart, acting Deputy P. G. Master." 

The letter also contained a certified copy of the minutes of the 
committee of Rideau lodge, stating the determination of the lodg^e in 
the matter. 

On the 24th of June, the festival of St. John, the Baptist, was 
celebrated, a procession being formed and returned to refreshment; 
refreshed and returned to labor/' 

At the meeting of 14th July, 1824, Bro. Daniel Burritt was in- 
stalled as W. M. The even tenor of initiations, passings and raisings is 
the only record in the minutes of 1824. On the 5th January, 1825, Bro. 
D. Burritt was again installed as W. M. The prosperity of the lodge 
continued during the year and every meeting had its full quota ol 
members and visitors. 

In the correspondence of 1825 is a letter, dated loth January, 
written by Bro. K. Hurd, to Bro. D. Burritt, introducing a brother, 
and stating that The bearer of this merits everything that we can 
do for him. I wish you to do something for him now, if possible, as 
he has come a great distance." 
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The letter of May, 1824, did not apparently reach its destination 
for on the 4th January, 1825, Bro. Stephen Burritt writes to Bro. John 
Dean: 

Marlborough, Jan'y 4th, 1825. 

Dear Brother: I am desired by the Brethren of the Rideau Lodge, to 
request of you to inform me whether you received a letter, dated the 26th of 
May last, enclosing a petition to the Grand Lodge at York. Your answer to 
this enquiry will give particular satisfaction to the members of the aforesaid 
lodge, and likewise to your 

Friend and Brother, 
John Dean, Esq., Stephen Burritt, Sec'y P. M. 

Sec'y Grand Lodge, 

Upper Canada. 

The Grand Secretary, who was a prolific writer, made a full ex- 
planation, and conveyed his views, in the following lengthy letter: 

Bath, nth Jan'y, 1825. 

S. Burritt, Esq. 

Brother: By yesterday's mail, I received yours of the 4th inst., a^id am 
surprised to learn that you have heard nothing from the petition enclosed to 
me, which was duly received. By the same mail (I think) by which I received 
yours of 26th May, I received a letter from the Rev, Mr. Smart, stating that 
he had been appointed Acting Deputy G. M. by the R. W. James Fitzgibbon, 
D'y G. M,, " until the will of our G. M. should be known," and that an m- 
strument to that effect had been executed to him by the De'y G. M., and that 
official notice of the appointment would be given me. This notice 1 have not, 
however, received, but, conceiving from this, that all future applications, war- 
rants, &c., should be forwarded to him, and, as I shortly after was at Brock- 
ville on my way to Montreal, I enclosed the petition to Bro. Smart, and as I 
did not have the pleasure of seeing him myself, handed the letter to a gentle- 
man of that place, and have no doubt but it was received by him, and, of 
course, concluded that he had attended to the business, which, it seems, how- 
ever, that he has neglected. Not having received official notice of the appoint- 
ment of Bro. Smart as D. G. M., I shall, in consequence of the application 
from your body, write immediately to York for information upon the subject, 
and will, immediately upon receiving the necessary information, inform you. 
As in yours of 26th May, you requested information as to the expense of the 
warrant (which information I concluded you had received from Bro, Smart). 
I will state the fees required by the Grand Lodge of England, agreeably to 
the Constitution. Reviving a dormant or granting a new warrant, Five 
Guineas." The petitioners' names, as well as those of every brother made by 
or joining a Lodge, must be registered on the books of the Grand Lodge of 
England, the fee for which is half a guinea. Grand Lodge certificates 6/6 stg. 
each. The fees required by the Provincial Grand Lodge are 6d. per quarter, 
from each member 5s. for every initiation, and 2s. for every brother who joins 
the lodge. Upon the prayer of the petition being granted, a dispensation wiH 
be given by the D'y Provincial G. Master, to remain in force until the warrant 
can be obtained from the M. W. G. Master of England, which will be pro- 
cured as soon after as possible. I have thus given such information as I 
possess, and I regret the unfortunate state in which the business is placed, 
yet I hope shortly to be able to remedy Ihe difficulty. I shall not fail of mak- 
ing the proper enquiry, and hope the business may be brought to such a 
conclusion as may be satisfactory to the petitioners. 

T remain respectfully. 

Your Brother in Masonry, 

John Dean, P. G. Sec'y. 
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A manly letter was written on 4th December, 1824, by a Bro 
Thomas, who said: 

Whereas in consequence of a difficulty existing to which I would not 
for the time then being be reconciled, but having since been convinced of my 
error and received full satisfaction, I can now with liberty and pleasure re- 
commend the Bearer, Enos K. Gilbert, as a person whom I think worthy to 
become a member of our fraternity." 

The lodge had undertaken to regvilate the conduct of a Bro. 
Robert Nicholson, Jun, This brother was indignant and promptly 
wrote the lodge to this effect: 

Wolford, May nth, 18^5. 

" To all whom it may concern, I understand that you have taken it upon 
yourselves to be my overseers and to regulate my Conduct by appointing a 
Committee for that purpose; I do not know why you kneed trouble yourselves 
about my Concerns, for if you will all look at Holm you have enough to attend 
to; I do not know what I have done amifs, neither do I know who was the 
informer against me, but this I know, I calculate to mind my own businets & 
I would thank you to do the same in future." 

There is no record of the result of this notification. 

The MSS. contain an important letter, dated 12th July, 1825, 
froni Brock ville lodge, No. 3, relating to a certain action taken at a 
meeting of that lodge on 29th June, 1825, when resolutions were 
passed favorable to the appointment of a Grand Lecturer for the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge. The Brockville lodge offered to pay into the 
treasury of the Provincial Grand Lodge five shillings per capita of 
the membership and five shillings for each initiation towards the sup- 
port of a Grand Visitor or Lecturer, and suggesting correspondence 
with the different lodges on the subject. The resolutions were signed 
by W. Bro. Adiel Sherwood and Bro. Klisha Rugg, and the letter con- 
taining these was signed by Bro. George Malloch. No action seems 
to have been taken by Rideau lodge. 

At the meeting of 28th September, 1825, it was resolved to call 
an emergency for the purpose of raising a Charity Fund," and that 
all brethren within a distance of 12 miles that are not now present " 
be summoned. At an emergent meeting, which was held on the loth 
October, it was resolved that one-half the nightly dues of the breth- 
ren present shall be appropriated to a Charitable Fund,^' and it was 
further resolved that the whole of the nightly dues of the brethren 
absent shall be appropriated to a Charitable Fund/' At the meeting 
of the 2nd November, 1825, the committee reported that it had 

unanimously agreed that the Nightly dues remain as they are and agree- 
able to the resolve of the last emergency, that one-half be appropriated to a 
fund of Charity and the other Half towards the expenses of the Night, and that 
the dues of the absent Brethren be also appropriated to said Charitable funds." 

For the half year, commencing January, 1826, Bro. Luke De- 
pencier was elected W. M., and was duly installed on St. John's Day. 
The minutes state that a procession being formed, returned to the 
room,"' but whether for church service or for refreshments is not 
stated. 

During the first six months of 1826 nothing of importance took 
place. On the 29th March, 1826, Bro. Harris desired the use of the 
lodge as a collecting agency, and wrote to the W. M. as follows: 
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"I do hereby complain of Br. Elisha Collar to this Lodge as having an 
unsettled act with me & I have Frequently importuned him to settle the same. 
I now wish Br. E. Collar to be summoned to this lodge to answer for his 
neg-lect." 

In May Bro. Luke Depencier w^as granted " a travelling certi- 
ficate and also a diploma." On the 3rd December, 1826, a brother 
who was confined in Brockville jail wrote to the lodg-e asking- for 
assistance from you to get liberty from this place/' Amongst other 
thing^s he writes : 

I wish to get Bail so that I can settle my affairs, that if they do take a 
case against me I can have my affairs arranged at home. My place is in a bad 
state for a crop next summer on the account of fences. ... It will be 
about six months before they can put me here on these debts again, and if I 
can't settle these debts I shall be willing to come to gaol again. It is a great 
damage to me staying here in my situation, it only making more expenses every 
day and I call upon you, as Brethren, for Relief. I have had the offer of the 
Limits, but I can*t arrange my affairs at home. You must know that it is bad 
for me to stop here at present. I hope you will take it into consideration and 
come out and bail me out as soon as possible. The sooner" I can get away 
from here the better it is for me." 

There is no record in the minutes of any action by the lodge. 
The offer of the Limits " meant that the debtor could have his free- 
dom, bvit must not leave the limits of the town of Brockville. 

On December aoth, 1826, the meeting was held at Br. Richard 
Olmstead's in Marlborough/' and it is the last record of a meeting 
in the minute book until 1840. In the 3i[SS. is a circular dated Marl- 
borough, 17th December, 1826, which states that 

The Revd. Mr. Smart will Deliver a discourse on at the Lodge 

Room at Br. Olmsted's on the 6th day of January next, by the i:iequest oi th€ 
members of the Rideau Lodge." 

This proves that the cessation of work could not have been antici- 
pated, for the circular is signed by nineteen members of the lodge. 
No reason is given for this interm'ission in work; the lodge was ap- 
parently in good condition; the meetings were well attended; 
financially the lodge was prosperous; and vet the work lapsed. The 
lodge apparently did not meet from 1826 until 1841. On the 8th 
February of that year, it is learned from the archives of St. John's 
lodge at Kingston, that R. W. Bro. Phillips received a petition for a 
warrant for a lodge, to be designated " Rideau lodge." and to be held 
at the house of Bro. Abel Adams in the county of Oxford. The mem- 
bers were desirous of retaining the name and making the Rideau lodge 
the lineal descendant of the old lodge, which met as earlv as 181 5. 
The petition reads: 

To Ziba M. PhiMips, Esquire, Deputy Grand Master of Masons for Upper 
Canada. 

The petition of the undersigned free and accepted Masons Humbly Sheweth 
that they are desirous of forming a Lodge to be designated the Rideau Lodge, 
to be held at the house of Brother Abel Adams in the Township of Oxford, 
That Brother George T,. Burritt be the first Master. Brother Elisha Collar be 
the first Senr. Warden, & Brother Abel .\dams be the first Tunr. Warden. 
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We, therefore. Humbly pray that you will be pleased to grant us a dis- 
pensation for that purpose, and we as in duty bound will ever pray: 

Daniell Burritt, EHsha Collar, George L. Burritt, Wm, Merrick, Junr., 
Hiram Olmsted. Thos. Hicks, Jehial Hurd, Luke Depencier, Abel Adams, 
Stephen Burritt, Senr. 

Oxford, 8th Feby., 1840. 

On the -?6th Fel^ruary, 1S40, Bro. Z. M. Phillips issued his dis- 
pensation, as Deputy Provincial Grand Master, for Rideau lodge, in 
the township of Oxford. The document is as follows : 

ZIBA MARCUS PHILLIPS, P. D. G. M. 

To all and every Our Right Worshipful, Worshipful and Loving Brethren, 
I, Ziba M. Phillips, Provincial Deputy Grand Master of the Province of 
Upper Canada, acting under His Royal Highnefs, Prince Augustus, Frederick, 
Duke of Sussex, Karl of Invernefs, Baron of Arklow, Knight of the Most 
Xoble Order of the Garter. &c., &c., &c.. Most Worshipful Grand Master of 
the United Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England. 

SEND GREETING: 

KNOW YE, that by virtue of the Patent to me Granted by the Most Wor- 
shipful Grand Master, and in accordance with the Petition of Our trusty and 
well Beloved Brethren, George Landon Burritt, Elisha Collar, Abel Adams, 
Stephen Burritt, Daniel Burritt, Jehial Hurd, Thomas Hicks, William Mir- 
rick. Junior, Hiram Olmsted, and Luke Depencier, Praying to be constituted 
into a regular Lodge in the Township of Oxford by the Style and Tide of 
the Rideau Lodge, No. , I have thought fit to grant this my dispensation 

to the said George Landon Burritt, Elisha Collar, Abel Adams, Stephen Bur- 
ritt, Daniel Burritt, Jehial Hurd, Thomas Hicks, William Mirrick, Junior, 
Hiram Olmsted and Luke Depencier, to afsemble and constitute a regular 
Lodge and therein make Freemasons, according to the custom and usage of the 
ancient Craft within all ages. 

And I do by virtue of the Power in me vested by the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master, appoint our trusty and well Beloved Brethren George Landon 
Burritt, Esquire, to be first Master; Elisha Collar, Esquire, to be first Senior 
Warden; and Abel Adams, Esquire, to be first Junior Warden; of the said 
Lodge, they and their succefsors paying due respect to the United Grand 
Lodge, of England and to us by whom these Presents are Granted. 

Given under my hand and seal at Brockville. in the said Province, this 
Twenty-sixth day of February, in the year of our Lord, 1840, A.L. 5840. 

Z. M. PHILLIPS, P. D. G. M. 

The first meeting in 1840 was held on the 6th of March at the 
lodge room at Br. Abel Adams" of Oxford." The minutes read: 

The Rideau lodge were installed by Brother Ziba M. Phillips, De- 
puty Provincial Grand Master, on the above date." Br. G. L. Bur- 
ritt was chosen W. ]M., and it was voted that the lodge should meet 

at Br. A. Adams' in Oxford on every Wednesday after the full of 
the moon " 

At the meeting of i8th ]March the lodge voted that they receive 
all those that have been initiated in a Irish Constitut'd Lodge of 
Masons under a warrant or a Dispensation from any authority as a 
grant — if found worthy/' and a committee was appointed to revise the 
by-laws of the lodge. The fact that the lodge was willing to receive 
all Irish Masons was because many emigrants made in Ireland were 
settling in Canada, 
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At the regular meeting- in June, 1840, the committee appointed 
to revise the by-laws reported a few amendments, amongst which was 
one providing that every member shall pay sixpence every regular 
lodge night for the benefit of the indigent brethren/' 

Br. G. Burritt was elected W. M. for the first half of 1841. and 
the lodge dined together at Br. A. Adams' on St. John's day. In 
December, 1840, Bro. Henry Burritt presented his excuses to the 
lodge for non-attendance in the following terms : 

Oxford, 24th December, 1840. 

Dear Sir: Supposing that Mr. Smyth's Mill would be in operation before 
this, I have neglected getting grinding done until we are left without an ounce 
of flour in the House. I am therefore reduced to the necefsity of going to 
another Mill. In consequence of which I beg that the Worshipful Master and 
Brethren of the Rideau Lodge will excuse my non-attendance of the Annual 
Festival of St. John, the Evangelist. You will, therefore, have the goodnefs 
to acquaint the Brethren of your Lodge of the same. 

Hy. Burritt. 

To the Worshipful Master 

of the Rideau Lodge, Oxford. 

In December, 1840, the lodge politely declined an invitation to 
dine at Smith's Falls vv^ith the brethren of St. Francis' lodge. The 
secretary said that a ballot w^as taken last evening in lodge relative 
to this subject, and found inconvenient for them to attend." 

In June, 1841, Bro. Reuben Olmstead was elected W. M., and 
the festival of St. John was ordered to be celebrated at Bro. Brown's in 
Kitley. This township is in the north-east corner of the county of 
Leeds, and adjoins on the north the township of Klizabethtown 
Harmony lodge. No. 24, met at Kitley, and Bro. B. P. Smith acted as 
agent for Harmony lodge '* in making the request. 

Nothing but actual routine marked the proceedings of the lodge 
until February, 1842, when an important emergency was held, at 
which fourteen members and one visitor were present. 

It will be remembered that the first Provincial Grand Lodg^e of 
R. W. Bro. Jarvis existed from 1792 until 1817, and that at his death 
the Grand Masonic Convention had charge of the Craft, and finished 
its work in 1822, when the second Provincial Grand Lodge was 
organized by R. W. Bro. McGillivray. This second Provinci^al Grand 
Lodge worked from 1822 itntil 1830, and then became dormant. R. 
W. Bro. Phillips, in recognition of his services, had been honored 
with the rank of Deputy Provincial Grand Master by R. W. Bro. 
McGillivray. From this he claimed that, in the absence of Bro. Mc- 
Gillivray, who was dead, it devolved upon him to reorganize the 
Craft. Accordingly he sent a circular in 1842 to all the lodges, and 
it was for the purpose of hearing this circular read and taking action 
in connection therewith that the lodge was called on 2nd February, 
1842. The minutes read : 

" The Emergency was called for the purpose of taking into consideration 
a circular addressed to the W. M. and Wardens of the Lodge from Br. Ziba 
M. Phillips, P, D. P. G. M., recommending the appointment of delegates to meet 
in Kingston for the purpose of forming a permanent Provincial Grand Lodge 
— which circular was read in open Lodge." 
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The result was that Bro, A. Adams and W. Bro. G. L. Burritt 
were appointed delegates. As will be found in the history of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodges, this organization never became a factor in 
Canadian Masonic work. The western brethren, who held allegiance 
to the second Provincial Grand Lodge under R. W. Bro. McGillivray's 
warrant, and which for eight years had been presided over by R. W. 
Bro. James Fitzgibbon and R. W. Bro. Beikie, as Deputy Provincial 
Grand Masters, did not recognize Bro. Phillips* action. This, how- 
ever, did not dampen the ardor of that brother, who not only kept 
watch and ward over all the lodges in his district, but formed in 1844 
a Provincial Grand Lodge at Smith's Falls. 

Rideau lodge was composed of determined men, who, dissatis- 
fied with the existing state of matters, in 1843 resolved to make an 
effort to remedy them. A second convention at Kingston had been 
called by R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips on 7th February, 1843. The 
lodge desiring representation by proxy, passed a resolution favoring 
independence in Craft work, and wrote to Bro. Phillips as follows: 

• Rideau Lodge Room, Oxford, 

28th Jan'y, A.L. 4843. 

Barton Phillips, Esqr., 

Sir & Brother: The Worshipful Master of the Rideau Lodge, G. L. Bur- 
ritt, Received Information from the Rt. Worshipful, the Deputy Grand Master 
of Masons of Canada West, That a Convention of Masons will be convened 
in the Town of Kingston on 7th of next month, and Requests the Rideau 
Lodge to send a Delegate to Represent the Lodge in the same. The funds of 
the Rideau Lodge being at Present Low and the sleighing in this part of the 
Province is bad, The Lodge, therefore, humbly solicits you to act as Proxy 
in the Convention to Represent them should you so far condescend. The 
enclosed resolution was unanimously adopted by the Brethren of the Lodge, 
all of which are humbly submitted. 

Yours fraternally, as a Brother, 

Rufus Olmsted* 

Sect. Rideau Lodge. 

Resolved, That this Lodge desires to become independent of the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland if said Lodge has not ere this attended to the Prayer ol 
the Petition referred for their consideration by the Convention of Canada 
West, met at Kingston on the 24th day of Feby., 1842. 

On the 31st March, 1843, St, John's lod^^e, Carleton Place, sent 
a letter, breathing- the true spirit of fraternity, to the W. M. and 
officers of Rideau lodge, which stated that : 

It is our desire on the ensuing 24th June (St. John's Day), to have the 
day celebrated by a public procefsion of the most respectable nature at Carle- 
ton Place, in order, chiefly, to interest the people of this section of the country 
by so novel a spectacle. Without the co-operation of our Brethren of the 
surrounding Lodges, we could not hope to succeed, particularly as our Lodge 
is, so to speak, but in its infancy. It is this circumstance which makes us 
aspire to the favour of soliciting the attendance of the Brotherhood generally; 
for we entertain sanguine hopes that by such an appearance as shall on that 
occasion be presented, our vicinity, which is rich in unwrought ore, may 
through your kind assistance be made to yield plentifully. It will be evident 
that the more numerous and respectable the attendance, the greater effect will 
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be produced; and we are of opinion that the true Mason will love to see our 
Order flourish in aJl parts of the earth; and that we, in particular, will love to 
see it flourish in all parts of our province. We are well aware of the incon- 
venience from distance that some of our Brethren would experience by attend- 
ing at our place on this occasion, but we entertain the hope that they are ani- 
mated with a zeal in the cause of Masonry that will surmount all difflculties. 

Our gratitude will be most justly due for the favour that would be con- 
ierred on our Lodge. 

It is our intention to have a Sermon at the usual hour and afterwards a 
Dinner on as reasonable terms as the like can be afforded for. 

Finally, Brethren, we anticipate your co-operation with us and your en- 
deavor to call the attention of other Brethren in your vicinity to the subject, 
who may not at present be regularly attending your meetings. With every 
testimony of respect, we are, Dear Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 
(By order of the Lodge of St. John, at Carleton Place), 

Johnston Neilson, Secretary, pro tern. 


All through 1842-43-44 the meetings of the lodge w^ere held at 
the house of Bro. A. Adams in the township of Oxford, with an 
average attendance of about ten members. The proceedings of these 
years was confined strictly to degree work, and the records show only 
the fact that the lodge opened and closed, giving as well the members 
present and the work exemplified. 

On the 14th June, 1843, ^ number of Craftsmen residing in Aler- 
rickville, urged that the Lower Rideau lodge be removed from the 
township of Oxford to the village of Merrickville. The brethren 
placed their case before the lodge in rather an emphatic manner, as 
follows : 

To the Worshipful Master & Brethren of the Lower Rideau Lodge of 
Free & Accepted Masons. 

Brethren: At a meeting of Free and Accepted Masons held at Merrick- 
ville on Thursday, the 8th inst., it was unanimously resolved. 

ist. That it is desirable to the Brethren in and about the Village of Mer- 
rickville that a lodge of free & accepted Masons be established at said Village. 

Resolved, 2nd, That a petition be presented to the Worshipful Master & 
Brethren of the Lower Rideau Lodge, praying them to petition the Provincial 
Grand Master to have their Charter transferred from the Township of Oxford 
to the Village of Merrickville, which change said meeting considers essential 
to the interests of Masonry in this part of the country. 

Resolved, ^rd. That Brothers Basil R. Church, Walter McCrae, Colonel 
McCrea and Gavin Russell, be a Committee to draft said petition to the Wor- 
shipful Master & Brethren of the Lower Rideau Lodge. 

Brethren: You will perceive by the above resolutions that the Brethren 
residmg m the townships of Wolford and Montague are resolved to have a 
lodge established at Merrickville, and when you take into consideration that a 
good proportion of the members of your Lodge reside in and above said vil- 
age, and that there are other brethren residing some distance west of said Vil- 
lage who are anxious to have a Lodge established there, and that there are other 
Rood men who would be an honor to the Craft awaiting to join the fra- 
ternity^ we hope that you will find no paramount objection against complying 
with the request contained in the 2nd Resolution, as there is every reason to 
believe that we would have a large & Respectable Lodge at the above named 
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place, which we hope would be for the mutual advantage of all concerned, and 
the General Benefit of our Ancient & revered Institution. 

Given under our hand at Merrickville, the 14th day of June, in the year of 
our Lord, 1843. 

Basil R. Church, 
Walter McCrea, 
Colonel McCrea, 
Gavin Russell. 

There is no reference to this communication in the minutes of 
the lodge. At the meeting of Rideau lodge on 2nd February, 1844, 

" a communication from Br. Z. M. Phillips, signed as Grand High Priest 
and President of the Grand Convention, was handed in by the W. M., regard- 
ing delegate to be sent to meet a Convention to be held at Smith's Falls on 
Feb. 6th, Approaching." 

Bros. R. Olmstead, B. R. Church and Elisha Collar were ap- 
pointed delegates. This convention was well attended. Forty-seven 
representatives were present, and it was perhaps the largest meeting 
of the Craft that had ever been held in the jurisdiction of Upper 
Canada from tlie da\ s of 179-2. The convention affirmed the right of 
R. W, Bro. Phillips to act as Grand Master, owing to the death of 
R, W. Bro. Simon McGillivray. A resolution was also passed favor- 
ing the formation of an independent Grand Lodge, after which the 
officers of the newly-formed Provincial Grand Lodge were elected, 
with R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips as P.G.M. 

In the minutes of INlarch 8th, 1844, the record of the first Masonic 
funeral is found, that of Bro. Reuben Olmstead, an old P. M., who 
was buried in the Masonic order." 

At the meeting of October 2nd, 1844, ^he constitution of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge, formed at Smith's Falls on February 6th, by 
R. W. Bro. Phillips, was read and approved of. On the 27th Decem- 
ber, 1844, Bro. Phillips, who was residing in Brockville, issued his 
warrant for Rideau lodge under his provincial body. It reads: 

ZIBA MARCUS PHILLIPS. 

To all our Trusty and Right well beloved Brethren around the Globe: 
SEND GREETING: 

NOW KNOW YE, THAT I, ZIBA MARCUS PHILLIPS, of the Town 
of Brockville, Esquire, Grand Master of Masons and Masonic jurisdiction in 
that part of Canada formerly Upper Canada, &c., Sec, &c. 

Have on the Petition of our Trusty and Right well beloved Brethren, 
George Landon Burritt, Esquire, Elisha Collar, Esq., Abel Adams, Esquire, 
Stephen Burritt, Esquire, Daniel Burritt, Esquire, Robert Nicholson, Esquire, 
and Luke Depencier, Esquire, seven of our Master Masons and a number of 
brethren, praying to be set apart and formed into a regular Lodge to be held 
in the Township of Oxford in Said Province. 

In obedience to the prayer of the said Petition and by virtue of the powers 
granted by the Grand Lodge, I do hereby form you, the said George Landon 
Burritt, you, the said Elisha Collar, and you. the said Abel Adams, and a con- 
stitutional number of your brethren. Master Masons, when duly congregated, 
to open and hold a Lodge under the style and title of the Rideau Lodge, 
number Two, and therein make Free Masons to the third degree, according 
to ancient form, you and your Successors, paying due respect to the Grand 
Lodge and to us by whom these Presents are Granted. 
2ga 
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In testimony whereof I have caused these our Letters to be made patent, 
and the Seal of the Grand Lodge to be hereunto affixed. Done at Brockville, 
this Twenty-seventh day of December, in the year of our Lord, One Thousand, 
Eight Hundred and Forty-four, and of Masonry Five thousand, Eight hundred 
and Forty- four. 

ZIBA PHILLIPS, 
Attested by. Grand Master. 

Ebenezer Bell, 

Grand Secretary. 

It will be noticed that Bro. Phillips entitles hituself Grand 
Master of Masons and Masonic jurisdiction in that part of Canada 
formerly Upper Canada/' and that Rideau lodge is numbered " two." 
On the same date Bro. Phillips met his Provincial Grand Lodge at 
Brockville. Of the proceedings there is no record. He had sum- 
moned the brethren on the 4th October. 

There is no lodge to which the number one " was allotted by 
Bro. Phillips. Probably his Provincial Grand Lodge was considered 
as number one." There is no reason why this re-numbering of the 
lodges should have taken place, as the warranted lodges which affili- 
ated with the second Provincial Grand Lodge under R. W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray at Vork, in 1822, had regular numbers, not only 
from the United Grand Lodge of Kngland, but also a local number 
from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. 

On the 29th January, 1845, Rideau lodge met and " the warrant 
of Br. Ziba M. Phillips, P. D. G. M., authorizing the holding of the 
lodge, was then read." There were seventeen members present 
at the meeting. The brethren of Rideau lodge had succeeded so 
well in Craft work that they determined to venture into the higher 
degrees, and, for that purpose, applied to R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips 
for a warrant for a Mark Master's lodge. This was issued on the 13th 
March, 1846. The three principal officers are named G. L. Burritt 
as First Grand Overseer/' x\bel Adams as " Second Grand Over- 
seer/' and D. Burritt as ** Third Grand Overseer." 

On the 1 2th May, 1846, the brethren of Rideau lodge were in- 
vited by the W. M. of St. Francis' lodge to celebrate the festival of 
St. John in Bro. Armstrong's hotel in Smith's Falls. 

" Dinner will be on the Table at 2 o'clock, the charge for which has been 
fixed at 2/6; Divine Service at 12 noon. The sermon will be preached by the 
Revd. Bro. Tremaine." 

While it was an invitation to dine, yet, as was tlie custom, the 
guests paid for their own dinner. The lodge continued to meet until 
8th July, 1846, when it was Resolved that this lodge shall stand ad- 
journed for the term of four months, if not specially convened." 

This closed the work of the lodge. In the correspondence there 
are some curious letters — one from ]^*ro, John Williscroft to Bro. G. 
L. Burritt, asking him to please to give the Morgan book that I 
let 3^ou have the lend of in presence of Brother Dodds, and by so 
doing you will oblige your Companion." 

Another letter, dated Oswego Rapids, on 22nd September, 1840, 
from Bro. A. Kinmouth, the secretary of St. Francis' lodge, asking a 
brother to be good enough to give the mentioned Morgan to Mr. 
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Newman under cover and seal, so as I may get it when I pass there, 
and oblige/' 

In 1849, three years after the Rideau lodge had ceased working, 
Kemptville lodge on the provincial register was organized and work- 
ing. The lodge wanted jewels, and made use of those worn by the 
members of the old Rideau lodge. They were lent to the new lodge 
under the following agreement: 

" Kemptville, December 5th, 1849. 

We, the undersigned officers and members of the Kemptville JLodge of 
Free and x\ccepted Masons, do hereby severally promise and agree to dehver 
to the Master of the Rideau Lodge, or his order (in as good repair and con- 
dition as we shall receive them) at any time they may be demanded, the fol- 
lowing Masonic jewels and furniture, which they have kindly permitted us to 
use, viz.: One Master's Jewel (a square); One Senior Warden's Jewel (A 
Level); One Junior Warden's Jewel (A Plumb); One Secretary's Jewel (Crofs 
Pens); One Treasurer's Jewel (Cross Keys); One Senior Deacon's Jewel & 
One Junior Deacon's Jewel, all of silver, and one carpet, all the property of 
the Rideau Lodge. 

Harvey McAlpine. W. M. 

Simon Fraser, S. W. 

Eli Hurd, J. W. 

Don. Mackenzie, Sec'y. 

Wm. Laing, Treasurer, pro tem. 

Alexander Christie, Senior Deacon Sl P. M. 

Hugh Fraser. Junior Deacon. 

R. Leslie, Master of Ceremonies. 

Burritt's Rapids, 10 Deer., 1849. 

Received of Geo. L. Burritt the above mentioned Masonic Jewels, to- 
gether with a square and compafs, all of which are of silver. 

EU Hurd. 

The Rideau lodge had an existence of over thirty years. From 
the date of its organization in 181 5 until 1826 it met with unfailing 
regularity-. 1 here are no records for 18-26-40, and presumably for that 
period the lodge was not in working operation. There were from 
1815-26 and from 1840-46 seventy-one members. Of these sixteen 
were affiliated and fifty^-one were initiated. Two affiliated as entered 
apprentices and three did not receive their F. C. or M. M. degrees, 
although initiated in the lodge, and one who received his E. A. and F. 
C. did not receive his M. M. Eleven members are recorded as hav- 
ing withdraAvn from the lodge in the period named. 

The entries in the cash account for 181 5-16 show that each candi- 
date deposited five shillings on presenting his petition, and paid £1. 
5s. o., N. Y. C, for initiation, and a similar amount for passing and 
raising, or a total of £3. 15. o. Each W. M., on receiving the P. M. 
degree, paid five shillings, and brethren on affiliation paid ten shiUings. 
When an emergency was called by the lodge at the special request of 
brethren, who desired to be advanced to the degrees of F, C. or M. M., 
the sixm of $3 each was paid by the brethren in addition to the ordi- 
nary fee. 

This concludes the history of Rideau lodge. That of its succes- 
sor will be found under the period devoted to the third Provincial 
Grand Lodge under R. W. Bro. Sir Allan MacNab, P.G.M. 
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ROLL OF MEMBERS OF RIDEAU LODGE No. 25 F.R., BURRITT'S RAPIDS, 
TOWNSHIP OF MARLBOROUGH, COUNTY OF CARLETON. UPPER 
CANADA, 1822 45 — Continued from History in 1815-22. 


Name. 

E.A. F.C. 

M M. 

Burrows, Rowland 

Christie, Alex 

Dickenson, Benjamin 

Holden, Chas 

Merrick, Stephen 

Merrick, .Andrew 

Oimstead, Richd., Jr. ..... 

Ohiistead, Hiram. 

N id mark, Frederick. Jr 

Warner Silas 

5 Jan , 1825 

31 Aug , 1844 

30 Sept., 1844 

8 Dec. , 1824. ..... 

13 Dec , 1843 

31 July, 1844.. 

25 Aug., 1842 

Tan., 1841 ........ 

Jan.. 1841 

21 Sept., 1842 

5 Tan . 1825 . 

5 Jan., 1825 

2 Oct. , 1844 

15 June, 1845. 

30 April, 1823 

5 Jan., 1825 

18 June, 1845. .... 

4 Aug,, 1841 

18 Tune, T845 

4 Aug.. 1841 ........ 

17 Dec, 1823 

21 Sept., 1842. 

29 Jan. , 1845. 

Jan. . 184 T 

9 Feb., 1825. 
9 Feb., 1825. 

29 Jan , 1845. 
23 June, 1845. 

30 April, 1823. 
I June, 1825. 

23 June, 1845. 
21 Sept. , 1842, 
23 June, 1845. 
I Dec, 1841 
I June, 1825. 
2T Jan., 1824 
21 Sept., 1842. 
29 Jan., 1845. 
I Aug., 1841. 


ROLL OF OFFICERS OF LODGE No. 25, BURRITT'S RAPIDS, TOWNSHIP OF 
MARLBOROUGH, COUNTY OF CARLETON. UPPER CANADA, 1822-26 and 1826-46. 


1823, 
1823, 
1824, 
1824, 
1825. 
1825, 
1826. 
1826, 
1826,' 
1840, 
1840, 
1841, 
1841, 
1842, 
1842, 
1843. 
1843. 
1844, 
1844, 
1845, 
1845, 
1846, 


Year. 

Jan. . . . 
June . . . 
Jan. . . . 
June . . . 
Jan. . . . 
June . . . 
Jan. . . . 
June . . . 
Dec . . . 
Mar. , . . 
June . . . 
Jan. . . . 
June . . . 
Jan. . . . 
June . . . 
Jan. . . . 
June . . 
Jan. . . 
June. . 
Jan. . . 
June . 
Jan . . . 

Year. 


W. M. 


Hurd, T. . . . . 
Oimstead, R. . 
Hurd, E . . . 
Burritt, D. . . . 
Burritt, D. . . 
Depencier, L. 
Depencier, L. 
Depencier, L. 

Hicks, T 

Burritt, G. L 
Burritt, G. L. 
Burritt, G. L . 
Oimstead, R. 
Burritt, Ci. L. 
Burritt, G L. 
Burritt, G. L. 
Burritt, G. L. 
Adams, A. . . . 
Burritt, G. L . 
Burritt, G. L. 
Burritt. G. L . 
Burritt. G L. 


S.W. 

Collar, E. . . . 
Hurd, E . , . . 
Depencier, L, 
Depencier, L. 

Hurd, E 

Clesland, L.. . 
Clesland, L,. . 

Hicks, T 

Hurd, E 

Collar, E 

Collar, E 

Oimstead, R. . 
Adams, A. . . , 
Nicholson. R . 
Nicholson, R . 
Oimstead, R. . 
Oimstead, R. . 
McC:rea, \\\ . 
Adams, A. . . . 
Adams, A. . . . 
Adams. A. . . . 
Adams, A. . . . 


1 .T-W. 

Hurd. E . 


Defjencier, 

lV. 

Clesland, L. . . 

Clesland, L. . 

I Depencier, 

L . 



Hicks, T. . 


Hurd. E . 


Clesland, L.. . . 

Adams, A. 


Adams, A. 


Hurd. E . 


Nicholson, 

R. 

Hurd, E . 


Hurd, E . . 


Hicks, E 


Hicks, E . 


Oimstead, 

R^ . 

Nicholson, 

R. 

Nicholson, 

R 

Nicholson, 

R . 

Hicks. T. 

. 1 


Treas. 

Adams, A. . . . 
Adams, A. . . . 
Adams, A. . . . 
Adams, A. . . . 
Adams, A. . . . 
Adams. A. . . . 
Adams, A. . , . 
Oimstead, R. 
Oimstead, R. 
Church, B. R. 
Church, B. R. 
Church, B. R. 

Hurd< E 

Oimstead, R . 
Oimstead, R . 
Adams, A. . . . 
Adams, A, . . . 

Hurd, E . 

Hicks, E 

Hicks, E 

Hicks. E 

Burritt, D. . . . 


S.l ). 


1823, Ian Lane A 

1823 June Lane, A 

1824. Jan. . . , Hicks, T . . . 

1824, June .... Burritt, C. 

1825, Jan Hurd, E. ... 

1825, June .... Hurd, E . . . . . 

1826, Jan Hurd, E . . . 

1826, June . . , Lane, A . . . . 

i826*Dec Lane, A 

1840, Mar, ... . Hurd, K 

1840, June . . Hurd, E . . . . 

1841, Jan. .... Hicks, T. . . . 

1841, June .... Hicks, T. . . . 

1842, Jan Hicks, r. . . . 

1842, lune Hicks, T. . . . 

1843, Jan. .... Merrick. S . , 

1843, June .... Hurd, K 

i8j4, Jan Oimstead. R. 

1844, June .... Merrick, S. . . 

1845, Jan. . ... Merrick, S .. 

1845, June .... Merrick, S . 

1846, Jan. ... Merrick, S . 


J.D. 


( lark, F .... 

Hurd, E 

Burritt, C. ... 

Hurd, E 

Hicks, T 

CTornish, P . . . . 
( Ornish, P . . . , 
Clark, F . 
Oimstead. H . 
Nickleson, M. 
Nickleson. M 
Merrick. W. . 
Merrick, W. . , 
Merrick, W. 
Merrick, W. . . 
Taylor, J. J . 
Merrick, S. . . , 
Merrick, S . . , 
Merrick, W. . , 
Merrick, W. . 
Merrick, W. . . 
Merrick, W. . , 


S.S. 


Oimstead, R . . 
Hurd, E . 
Burritt, H. . . , 
Oimstead, R. . . 
Blanchard, H. 
Oimstead, R . . 
Oimstead, R . . 
Beaman, S . . . . 
Clark, F 


Burritt, D 

Burritt, G, L . . 

Aciams. A 

Adams, A 

Hurd, E 

Merrick, W.. . . 
ATerrick, W.. . . 
Collar, E . . . . 

Collar, E. 

Collar, E 

Collar. E 


McCrea, T. . . 
Clesland, L. . 

Hurd, E 

Hicks, T 

Burritt, H. . . . 
Burritt, D. . . . 
Burritt, D, . . . 
Blanchard, S. 
Depencier, H. 


Collar, E. . , . 
Collar, E. . . . 
Collar, E. ... 
Collar. E. ... 
Merrick, W. . 
Nicholson, R. 

Hicks, T 

McCrea, W. . 
Burritt, D . . 
Burritt, D. 
Church, B R 


Secy. 

Depencier, L, . 
Clark, F . . . . 

Clark, r 

Oimstead, H. . 
Clesland, L. . . . 
Church, B. R. . 
Church, B. R. . 

Gilbert, E 

Cornish, P . . . . 

Burritt, D 

Burritt, D. . , . . 
Oimstead, R. jr, 
Oimstead. H . . 
McCrea, W. . . 
McCrea, W . . 
Oimstead, R,. 
Oimstead, R. . 
Burritt, G. L . 
Oimstead, R . . 
McCrea. W. . 
McCrea, W. 
McCrea, W. . . 


Tyler. 


Hurd, E. 

Kingsbury, E. 
Covitt, S. 
Burritt, G. 
Burritt, G. 
Oimstead, H, 
Oimstead, H. 
Oimstead, R. Jr. 
Gilbert, C. E. 
Hicks. T. 
Hirks, T. 
Whit marsh, F. 
Whit marsh, F. 
Oimstead, H. 
Oimstead. H. 
Oimstead, H. 
Oimstead. H. 
Taylor, J. J. 
Taylor, J, J. 
Taylor, T- T. 
Taylor, T. J. 
Taylor. J.J. 


* There are no records for 1826 until 1840. 
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CHAPTER LV. 

Richmond Lodge, Richmond Hill, County of York, 1824-31. 

In 1830-31 the county of York was the Home district, divi- 
ded into east, west, south and north ridings. The south riding com- 
prised the townships of Etobicoke, King-, \ aughan and York. One 
of the principal villages north of Toronto was Richmond Hill, situated 
on Yonge street, sixteen miles from Toronto, parth- in the township 
of Vaughan and partly in Markham. 

Tracing the origin of Richmond lodge at Richmond Hill is a 
task which cannot be called satisfactory. There is no record of its 
existence in the MSS. of the first Provincial Grand Lodge, nor in the 
archives of the second Provincial Grand Lodge until the year 18^7. 
It is recorded that Col. Bridgeford, who was a member of this 
lodge, was present at a meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge held 
at York on the 30th July, 18^7, when Br. George Ridout, of lodge 
No. I, and the representative of Richmond lodge, of Vaughan, were 
admitted." This representative was Col. Bridgeford, for in a series 
of resolutions, concerning the accounts of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
passed at the meeting, Bro. Bridgeford was appointed on one of the 
committees. So that, so far, the evidence of the provincial records 
does not afford any proof of existence beyond the fact that the lodge 
had a name and a location. 

Fortunately, the register book of the third Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, under Sir Allan N. IMacXab, is still to the 
fore, and in the possession of the writer. In this book, at page 46, 
is given the record of Richmond lodge, its notation on both the Eng- 
lish and provincial register being omitted. A list of members, how- 
ever, is given, and by it it is apparent that Richmond lodge must have 
been formed as early as Tvlarch of 1824, for the first name noted on 
the record is that of David Bridgeford, yeoman, aged 54 (fifty-four), 
resident at Vaughan, who joined Richmond lodge on the 2, Mh, 
18-24." The record also shows that he was a P. M. of Western Light 
lodge, which met at Lloydtown in that year. 

The second entry is that of Eriel Chamberlain, a carpenter, of 
Vaughan, who joined Richmond lods^c on the same date as Bro. 
Bridgeford, and who was also a member of Western Light lodge at 
Lloydtown, while the third entry is that of James Marsh, yeoman, of 
Markham, who also joined the lodge on the " 2 Mh, 1824/' He, too, 
was a member of Western Light lodge at Lloydtown. 

These three entries point to the fact that Richmond lodge either 
worked under a dispensation or was warranted by the second Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge in 18^4; indeed it is not improbable that 
this warrant may have been one of the few which R. W. Bro. James 
Fitzgibbon issued, and which were called into question at the expira- 
tion of his term of office. 

Another important piece of evidence in connection with the origin 
of Richmond lodge is found in the provincial register book referred 
to, which shows that Leonard Klinck, a toll-gate keeper, who resided 
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either in the town of York or on Yonge street, was initiated in Rich- 
mond lodge on the 28 Apl., 1825/' passed 26 May, 1825," and 
raised " 25 June, 1825." 

This is the only record of an initiation in Richmond lodge be- 
tween the years 1824 and 1846. 

A subsequent entry is that of John Cleveland Burr, a yeoman, 
of Markham, who affiliated with Richmond lodge in May, 1826. He 
was also a P. M. of Western Light lodge. The foregoing names are 
the only ones which can be identified M ith the lodge prior to 1845. 

Col. Dcivid Bridgeford, the active worker of the lodge, was bom 
in 1785, and came to Canada when seven years of age. He was 
one of the first members of Richmond Lodge, and was Master at the 
time of the revival of the warrant. Although a farmer, he was appointed 
Colonel of the sedentary militia by the Government, and was Captain of 
the 3rd Incorporated Militia of Canada. He served in the war of 1812, 
and fought at the Battles of Lundy's Lane, Chippewa, Fort Krie, De- 
troit, Little York, and was one of the forty who took part in the forlorn 
hope that captured Fort Niagara, N.Y.; he also took an active part 
in the rebellion of 1837. He met Col. Lount on his way to Toronto at 
Richmond Hill, and along with CoL Aloodie and Capt. Stewart, went 
to give the Toronto authorities the alarm that a body of troops were 
on the way from the north to Toronto. On the road down CoL 
Moodie was shot, and Col. Bridgeford was taken prisoner by the 
rebels, and sentenced to be hanged at 12 o'clock on a certain day. 
He was imprisoned in the ball room of Montgomery's tavern on Yonge 
Street, at Kglinton, He was asked by William Lyon Mclvenzie to 
make any request and it would be honored. He asked to have the 
execution postponed until two o'clock, and when asked his reason 
for wishing the postponement, he said that by that time he would have 
enough to do to mind his own af¥airs without trovibling with the 
prisoners. Before two o'clock reinforcements arrived from Toronto, 
the prisoners were liberated and the tavern bvirned. Col. Bridgeford 
lived on lot No. 45, of the township of Yaughan, lot No. 47, on the 
south side of Richmond street in the village of Richmond Hill. The 
house is now owned and occupied bv his daughter, Mrs. Isabella 
O'Brien. He died at Richmond Hill in October.^ 1868. 

Eriel Chamberlain, a carpenter, was born 4th Januarj^ i794> sii^d 
died in Richmond Hill, 5th October, 1866. He was one of the first 
members of Richmond Lodge, and attended its meetings when they 
were held in the old Blue Tavern, since demolished. Part of the pro- 
perty on which it stood is now owned by Bro. H. A. Nicholls. He 
was associated with Col. Bridgeford, Marsh and other members of 
the lodge. 

James Marsh was the stepfather of Col. Bridgeford, and father 
of the late Robert Marsh, J- "P. of Lorridge Farm, ^Richmond Hill, a 
great importer and dealer in Southdown sheep». 

An old minute book gives the proceedings of regular and emer- 
gent meetings of Richmond lodge, from December 27th, 1830 to 
December isth, 1831, but it contains no record of the warrant nor of 
the opening meeting. Neither is there any reference in the last minute, 
that of T5th December, 1831, to the closing of the lodge. 
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There are forty-six leaves in this book, on sixteen of which the 
minutes are written on one side, and fourteen leaves at the back of the 
book arc blank. 

The first minutes given are those of St. John's " day, December 
27th, 1830, when the lodge opened, at an hour not given, in the after- 
noon, and closed at 4 p.m. The meeting was for the purpose of in- 
stallation, and the minutes read : 

St. John's, Dec'r 27th, 1830. Richmond Lodge convened at the Lodge 
Room & opened on the first degree of Masonry, and Proceeded to Install the 
Officers for the ensuing year, viz.: Br, Bridgeford, W. M.; B. Barnard, P. M.; 
B. Milburn, S. W. ; B. Chamberlain, J. W. : B. Clark, Treasurer; B. Pollock, 
Secretary; B. Gates, S. D.: B. Klinck, J. D.: B. Kliser and B. H. Dexter, 
Stewards; B. Simmons, Tyler. Lodge Closed in Harmony at 4 o'clock P. M. 
Refreshment — 19/4^/^.'' 

The lodge closed its regular meeting, according to the minutes, 
at four o'clock in the afternoon, but at five o'clock an " emergency'' 
was called, and the lodge opened in the third degree. Bro. B. H. 
Gilbert received the third degree, and the lodge closed at 9 o'clock 
p.m." The same brethren were present at each of these n?eetings. 

The minutes of 27th January, 183 1, contain a resolution that 
Bridgeford be appointed to post the books and accounts of this lodge 
up to the date." This is conclusive evidence that the lodge had been 
in existence for some time — probably some years — before the meeting 
of 27th December, 1831. 

At the third meeting recorded, on 24th February, 1831, it was re- 
solved that the brethren of this lodge attend the next regular meet- 
ing in order to settle their accounts." This entry is also an indica- 
tion of the existence of the lodge for a period, certainly over a year 
prior to December, 1830. 

The fact that a warrant had been issued by Grand Lodge is 
shown by the minutes of the meeting of 2nd March, 183 1, for the 
ballot passed for Bro. Miller for the third degree— it being customary 
to ballot in each degree — and he was duly raised, paid up all demands 
and paid to Br. Clark his Grand Lodge fees. 

On the 24th ^larch the brethren adjourned for w^ant of a quorum, 
and at the meeting of 21st April Bros. illburne, Clark and Pollock 
should be a committee to settle and arrange the books and accounts 
wuth Br. Bridgeford." On May 21st, 1831, it was also found necessary 
to adjourn for want of a quorum. The meetings of 23rcl June and 
21 st July, 1831, were routine, while on loth August the lodge was not 
opened, as only four members were present. 

The minutes to 31st August, 183 1, give no clue as to the meet- 
ing place of the lodge, but in the record of the meeting of 15th Sep- 
tember, 1831, it is stated that the lodge ''assembled at the lodge 
room," and that after initiation and other business, it was agreed to 
pay the widow Raymond one pound ten shillings for rent in full up 
to this date.'' This house was an hotel, and is now owned by the 
estate of the late George P. Dickson. It is now occupied by Mr. 
Thomas Ludford, and is situated a short distance north of Richmond 
Hill. 

After the suspension of a brother for unmasonic conduct the 
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lodg*e closed, and it is recorded that the cost of refreshments was three 
shilHngs and nine pence. 

The meeting- of 20th October, 183 1, was for routine and degree 
work, and on the 17th November, 1831, the lodge from want of the 
usual number of members did not open. An emergent meeting 
on 5th December, ** proceeded to take into consideration the utility 
of building a Masonic hall." It was resolved to add Bros. Millburne 
and Walsh to the committee on building," and the lodge closed. 

The last minute records the proceedings of 15th December, 1831, 
which included the election of officers for the ensuing year. It was 
ordered that the brethren be summoned for the :27th December to 
celebrate the festival of St. John the Kvangelist, but there are no further 
entries in the minute book. The members present and the officers 
installed on this evening were : 

" W. Bridgeford, W. M.; B. Milburn, S. W. ; B. Chamberlain, J. W. : B. 
Clark, Treasurer: B. Klinck, Secretary; B. Hatfield. S. D. ; B. H. Dexter, J. D. : 
B. Nisbet, Tyler; J. Dexter; B. Amsden." 

All evidence points to the erection in 18:24, of Richmond lodge 
of A'aughan/" and its possible continuous existence itntil 1846, when 
'* Riclimond lodge " was warranted by the third Provincial Grand 
Lodge. 

There is no reference to Richmond lodge in the minutes of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of 1845, 3^nd Bro. (Col.) Bridgeford's name 
does not appear as being present. This, of course, is not conclusive 
as to absence, for the minutes of the Provincial Grand Lodge from 
1823-45 rarely give the names of all those who were present, merely 
sunmiarizing those in attendance, after giving the names of the officers 
present, as the Masters, Past Masters and AVardens of several 
lodges," The register book of the Provincial Grand Lodge shows 
an initiation in Richmond lodge as early as Avigust, 1846, with the 
names of members of the lodge of 1830-31, so that the lodge of 1846-7 
was the legitimate successor of that of 1827-31, and the predecessor 
of Richmond lodge, No. 23, on the register of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada. 


CHAPTER LVL 

Thk Barton Lodge, No. 733, E. R., No. 10, P. R., Hamilton, 
Township of Barton, Countv of Wentworth, 1841-45. 

This lodge was warranted on 20th November, 1796, by R. W. 
Bro. William Jarvis, Provincial Grand Master of the first Provincial 
Grand Lodge, as No. lo on the provincial req-ister, for the lodge, as 
with all of those warranted by R. W. Bro. Jarvis, was not reported 
to the Grand Secretary at London, and, consequently, was not enre- 
Hstered on the books of the Grand Lodge (Ancients) at London. In 
i8to it ceased work, and did not resume until 1836, when a few of the 
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surviving members and other members of the Craft, who were un- 
affiliated, endeavoured to revive the lodge. There is no record of this 
revival in the minutes, but a sketch of the lodge by W. Bro. B. K. 
Charlton gives the circumstances connected with this attempt to re- 
sume labor. 

When the lodge ceased operations in 1810 the warrant and 
jewels were given to the care of Bro. Ephraim Land, and in his pre- 
mises they remained for twent3^-five years. Bro. Charlton relates 
the story of the jewels as follows : 

On the morning of the memorable day on which the battle of Stony- 
Creek was fought, the small British Army, consisting- of three or four regi- 
ments of regulars and some Canadian militia, was drawn up near Brother 
Land's house, hourly expecting an attack from the much larger force of the 
Americans, approaching from the direction of the frontier. The fences and 
other obstructions had been removed to facilitate the movements of the troops, 
and the inhabitants had evacuated their houses, expecting to find them on their 
return either in ashes or riddled by shot and shell. Before quitting their home, 
the wife and young sons of Brother I. and (he being at his post in the line of 
defense) carried the jewels, records and valuables of the lodge, together with 
some of their own household treasures to the garden, and there buried them, 
planting a flower above them to mark the spot. The exact place where the 
flower stood was pointed out to the writer in 1862 by Stephen Land, son of 
Brother Kphraim Land. Stephen recollected well the occasion, when he was 
a small boy, of the burying of the Httle box. He said the flower, a large peony, 
occupied the centre of a circular flower bed. He assisted to dig up the flower, 
to bury the box in the place it had occupied, and then to put the flower in its 
original position. The spot is about sixty feet south of Main street and forty 
feet east c^f Erie a^'enue. The enemy, not making such rapid progress as had 
been expected, was surprised during the ensuing night at Stony Creek and 
thoroughly routed. The next day the members of Brother Land's family re- 
turned to their homes, and to their great joy found their treasures undisturbed." 

When the property was handed over to Bro. Land a list of the 
articles was fyled in the lodge, and in 1836 all were duly returned. 

The inventory, however, has since been lost. Of the jewels only 
one remained in the lodg-e until November, 1895, but ' subsequently 
the remainder were found in the possession of the daughter of an old 
member of the lodge resident at Chicago, and they were returned 
upon application. 

The brethren interested in the revival of the lodge met on loth 
August, 1836, at the tavern of Bro. John Kennedy. This was a house 
situated on the west side of Hughson street, between Main and Jack- 
son streets, one door south of Main, fronting the Court House square. 
There were twenty-seven meetings held between 1836-41, but there 
was no work done. The brethren doubted their right to make Masons 
under the Jarvis warrant. The annual festivals were observed, and 
communications were had with the Grand Lodge of Ireland for a 
warrant, which, however, did not produce any replies. All the meet- 
ings held up to September iith, 1841, were at Kennedy's, and on 
October 12th and 28th the lodge met at Bro. Law's house. 

As the lodge had been revived under the warrant of Bro. Jarvis, 
which had never been registered in Kngland, the brethren were in 
doubt as to their proper course to secure a confirmation of their 
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original authority. The second Provincial Grand Lodge, under R. 
\\\ Bro. AIcGilHvray, 1822-45, was dormant in 1830, and from that 
date until 1845 there was no governing body in Upper Canada or 
Canada West. It was, therefore, determined to write to Kngland, 
but as was usual in connection with such letters from Canadian lodges, 
no attention was paid to the requests of the brethren, and no further 
effort seems to have been made to resume the work of the lodge until 
the TTth September, 1841, when another and a successful attempt was 
made at revival. Tliese minutes arc given in an excellent history of 
the lodge written by Bro. A. T. Freed: 

" At this meeting were present John S. Dodd, of Tweed Lodge, No. 235, 
R. A.; William Milne, St. James. Edinburgh; George Lees, New Edinburgh; 
James Paris, St. John's Lodge, Stow, No. 215; George Duffield, No. 73, Humber 
Lodge, Hull; John Kennedy, 557, County Tyrone, Ireland; George P. Bull, 
Montreal Lodge, Montreal; and John Law, No. 14, Niagara. The following 
resolutions were adopted: * That it is necessary that a lodge of Kree and 
Accepted Masons should be instituted in this town as soon as convenient; 
and that, as the brethren of this place have been enabled to regain the charter 
of Lodge No. 10, of Barton, under the seal and signature of our late Grand 
Master, the Duke of Athol, that application be made for a renewal. That it 
is expedient in the meantime that application be made to the Deputy Grand 
Lodge at Toronto for a dispensation, so that Entered Apprentices or others 
may be regularly introduced, and that the necessary fees for entrance may be 
collected for the purpose of carrying into effect the foregoing objects. That 
a deputation be sent to Toronto for the above purpose, composed of Brothers 
Milne. Kennedy. Dodd and Bull.^ The result of the visit to Toronto is not 
on record; but in October. 1841, Brother William Milne, a lieutenant in the 
royal navy, resident in Hamilton, visited Kingston, where he consulted Right 
Worshipful Brother James Fitzgibbon, Deputy Provincial Grand Master 
respectmg the position of the lodge. In a letter to Brother George P BnU 
Brother Milne tells the result; 'I have seen Colonel Fitzgibbon, to wfiom f 
mentioned the business about the lodge. He says that we do not require a dis- 
pensation— that we can make use of the old warrant until we have money 
dl'ht'i^f t? ^f'^H ^^r^^ ^""^ nothing to do witK the former 

fh,. ^^^A u^"T Present, he tells me, no Deputy Grand Lodge in 

pensation "''R;,t^^ if "^""^^ '^^^^ ''^^ Toronto lodge would grant a dis- 

pensation. But at all events, he says, we do not require one/ " 

A meeting: at the house of Bro. Law on 38th October, 1841, 
shows that the lodge had met on the previous Thnrsdav for the trans- 
action of busmess. The minutes are brief, the onlv resolution passed 
bein.e: one that conhrmccl ^ a former resolution entered on the pre- 
vious mmutes that the lodge should meet on the - second Mondav 
of each month at 5 p.m." 

Bro. LWs house, or office, was a roughcast one-story building: 
on the south-west corner of Jackson and Hughson streets, and wai 
standing in 185^. 

^ .u^-'^^^v"^ ^ November. 1841, was held for degree work 

at the^^ Police office/^ at which the minutes of past two meetings 
were read and confirmed/' and it was resolved to meet in this 
room on the second Wednesday of each month. Article four of 

the Toronto lodge ' was also adopted, as follows : 

" In order to secure that regularity and decorum, so highly necessary for 
the good order and government of every Lodge, it is expected that every officer 
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and member ot this lodge shall attend punctually at the time of opening, under 
a penalty of half a dollar or less, at the discretion of the Brethren/' 

The police office was a two-story brick building on the north 
side of King- William street, the present site of the central fire station, 
east of Hughson street, and between Hughson and John streets, about 
the middle of the block. It was the first market house in Hamilton. 
The present building is that of 1841, remodelled. The engine house 
was on the first floor, the police office on the second floor, and the 
market was in the basement. An account rendered for fuel, etc., 
shows that the lodge met here, but only two meetings were held, 
one on the 8th and the second on the 24th November, 1841. The 
account rendered in July, 1842, reads : 



''The Police Office," King William St., Hamilton, 1841. 


" The Treasurer of the Freemason Lodge. 

To George Cheever, Dr. 
" To fuel, candle-light, and attendance in the Engine House and 

Market House ^i. 5- o. 

July 8th, 1842." 

The arrangement to meet in this room," that is, the police office, 
did not seem to continue, for at the second meetings held there, on 
24th T^ovember, 1841, an offer was received and accepted from Mr. 
Bastedo. 

The statement has been made that the Bastedo residence was at 
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the south-east corner of Cannon and Wellington streets, but this is 
thong-ht to be incorrect. The house now on that site was neither oc- 
cupied by Bro. Jacob Bastedo, nor was it built so early as 1841. The 
owner of this house was John Bastedo, a dentist, who was not a 
member of the Craft. The removal indicated in the minutes of 24th 
November, 1841, was to the room of Bro. Jacob Bastedo, who resided 
over his furrier shop in the brick building on the north side of King 
street, at the north-east corner of Catharine street, Hamilton, formerly 
occupied by Buchanan, Harris & Co, The lodge room was in the upper 
corner room of the third floor. Bro. Bastedo, who is spoken of in 
the minutes as Mr/' Bastedo, affiliated with lodge No. 10, on the 
8th May, 1844, and was probably initiated in one of the lodges in the 
Niagara district. 

Meetings were held in this house from the 24th November, 1841, 
until 17th February, 1842, when a lodge of emergency was held in the 
lodge room, James street/' 

At the meeting of 24th November, 1841, five candidates were 
initiated, including Mr. Richard Beasley, the son of Bro. Richard 
Beasley, of No. 10, in 1795-1810, and Mr. H. B. Bull. A Mr. Blythe, 
" who professed to be an old IMason, but not being able to pass him- 
self or offer us any proper credentials/' was allowed to come forward 
as a candidate for initiation, and after the decision to accept Mr. 
Bastedo's offer of a room in his house for £5 per annum, before re- 
ferred to, it was resolved that 

" The thanks of this meeting (Lodge) be given for Br. R. O. Duggan and 
the members of the Board of Police for their kindness in offering us the tem- 
porary use of this Room." 

At an emergency, held on the 15th December, 1841, It was 
ag^reed that the brethren dine tog-ether on St. John's day at Brother 
John Kennedy's, dinner at 4 o'clock/' 

At the meeting of 22nd December, 1841, twenty-four members 
were present, and $30 was voted for the poor of the parish,'' and 
$10 to the Ladies' Benevolent Society." The lodge did not hold 
an election in December, possibly from' the fact that those in office 
had been so recently elected. ft was resolved: That the officers 
of this Lodge do continue in office until the -24th Tune next — St. John's 
Day.'' ^ 

At an emergency held on nth January, 1843, the F. C. degree 
was conferred on a brother. On the 12th January another emergency 
was held at which six brethren received the F. C. degree, including 
" Br. Sir A. N. MacNab," who was passed to the second deg-ree,'' for 
which Sir A. N. MacNab pd. 10//' 

This entry is important, because for many years it was a disnuted 
point as to where M. W. Bro. MacNab received his degrees. Some 
claimed that he was initiated in Tiartc^n I^odge, but the records of St. 
An<lrew's lodge. No. 16, Toronto, show that he was initiated in that 
lodge on the 14th December, 1841. 

In 1843 there were a number of men of color in Hamilton, 
amongst them a Mr. Crump, who belonged to an African Grand 
Lodge of Masons, which had been established in an American State. 
These brethren desired recognition by the Craft in Hamilton, and 
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had obtained a letter from some of the officers and brethren of Barton 
lodge, which letter was directed to the Grand Lodge of Canada." 
Those giving the letter evidently thought that the easiest way out of 
the difficulty in connection with recognition was to suggest direct 
communication with the Grand Lodge, but, as that body had no ex- 
istence, it looked as if it were a fool's errand. However, the matter 
was deemed of such importance that an emergent meeting was held 
on Saturday evening, the 23nd January, 1842. The minutes state that 

*' The Lodge met according to Summons, by order of the D. W. M, & 
officers, regarding a certain letter given by some of the officers & Br. of the 
T^odge, to some individuals, colored men, who profess to be Brother Masons, 
which letter being addressed to the Grand Lodge of Canada, which Lodge not 
being in existence, and from the circumstance of its being thought inconsistent 
with the order of Masonry, as existing under the Grand Lodge of England, 
this Lodge was called together to consult thereon." 

The W. M. and S. W., Bros. Dodds and Lees, were evidently 
the officers who signed the letter, for the minutes read that: " The 
Business of the evening have been entered into, the Chairman ex- 
plained why the letter was signed, Br. Lees stating that our obliga- 
tion obliged us to admit even colored men.'' 

A brother present objected to the use of the words our obliga- 
tion as there were Fellow Crafts present. This objection led to 
friction, and there ensued an uncomfortable quarter of an hour in the 
lodge room. It was finally resolved to write to the African Grand 
Lodge of the United States, to which Bro. Crump belonged, for in- 
formation. 

At the meeting of 9th Februar^^ 1842, twenty-four members and 
one visitor were present, and Air. Scott Land was initiated free of 
expense in the first degree, as a mark of respect to the memory of his 
father, our late brother." 

The assurances given by R. W. Bro. Fitzgibbon in October of 
1841, concerning the legality of the warrant, were not satisfactory 
to the W. M. and leading brethren of the lodge. The truth is that 
his ruling had been given without a knowledge of the facts. Bro. 
Fitzgibbon apparently did not know that the issuance of the dispensa- 
tion by R. "W. Bro. Jarvis had not been reported to Kngland, but he 
must have known that Barton lodge. No. 10, did not affiHate with the 
second Provincial Grand Lodge of 1823-45, of whicli he was the Dep- 
uty Provincial Grand Master, 1822-25. Yet the opinion was sufficient 
to fully justify the brethren in going on with the work of the lodge, and 
while they did so, as the validity of the authority was doubtful, and in 
order to render assurance doubly sure, the lodge determined to ascer- 
tain its position from the Grand Lodge of Kngland. The desire was 
that the original charter should be supplemented by a warrant of 
confirmation or that a new warrant should issue, and the lodge be 
enregistered on the books of and report direct to the Grand Lodge oi 
Kngland at London. The secretary, therefore, wrote as follows: 

Gazette Office, Hamilton, Gore District. 

February 8th, 1842. 
Sir and Brother: The gratihring opportunity of our friends, the Hon. 
Sir Allan N. MacNah, and Dr. Thomas Rolph, visiting your beloved country has 
been the cause of my bein^ a^ain called upon to address vou. as secretary of 
the Grand Lodo:e of Great Britain. 
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As secretary of No. to. Barton, I had the honor of addressing you six 
years since, on the pleasing circumstance of having been one of five Master 
Masons to whom was delivered ui> the books, papers, jewels and warrant of No. 
lo. Barton, which had lain in abeyance for many years, owing to the many 
deaths which had taken place during the last years of the unnatural war of 
1812. 

Not receiving any answer to my former petition, we naturally were pre- 
vented from forming a regular lodge or initiating friends into our ancient and 
honorable order. We quietly met together to talk over our destitute situation, 
ardently expecting- that each European mail would bring us some answer to 
our petition; but, alas, to the present we are without any communication or 
answer whatever from your respected and highly esteemed body. 

A few months since we formed a deputation and proceeded to Toronto 
and advised with the brethren there. On producing our warrant, No. 10, 
Barton, issued by the Grand Lodge of England under the authority of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, dated at Newark, now Niagara, we were informed 
that our autliority would at once be recognized by the Grand Lodge of Great 
Britain, on our putting ourselves in communication with your honorable body, 
paying up our annual dues and acting up in every degree to the regular orders 
and laws of the Grand Lodge of England. We pray your considerate assist- 
ance to us under our unpleasant state of existence. 

We beg to enclose £5 as our present dues, awaiting only your reply to 
forward such dues regularly as the Grand Lodge shall agree to. 

Geo. P. Bull. 

No answer was vouchsafed to this letter. The handwriting" of 
an English Alasonic official would have been a novelty to Canadian 
Masons, even as late as 1842. It was, therefore, not a matter of sur- 
prise that the letter of the secretary of Barton lodge did not receive 
attention in England. 

Determined to have a definite ruling- as to the statits of the lodge 
and the leg*ality of the warrant, W. Bro, W. J. Iverr addressed a letter, 
on 26th December, 1842, to R. W. Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, the W, M. 
of St. Andrew's lodge, Toronto, asking his opinion concerning the 
legality of the warrant and the position of the lodge. R. W. Bro. 
Ridout was not as prompt as he might have been, but made up for 
his neglect by a courteous note, written in February, stating that 

It is quite unpardonable for me to have allowed your letter of the 26th 
December last to have remained so long unanswered. I. therefore, deserve 
your reproach, and beg your forgiveness. I have now the pleasure to enclose 
the form of petition to the Grand Lodge of England, which must be signed by 
at least seven Master Masons, each designating against his name from what 
lodge he hails. Let this petition then be sent down to our St. Andrew's Lodge 
here, addressed to Brother McClure, our Worshipful Master, who will attach 
a certificate of recommendation thereto, signed by himself and his wardens, 
nnder seal of the lodge, and will either return it to you, to be forwarded to 
England, or else he will send it himself." 

In a postscript Bro. Ridout added: 

" It is not necessary, in my opinion, to advert in your petition to Barton 
Lod^e, No. to; although, perhaps, it would be well to do so in your letter to 
the Grand Secretary/' 

For some reason the W. M. of Barton lodge did not act upon the 
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advice given, probably from the fact that rather than ignore the 
previous existence of Barton lodge, he preferred to await a more 
acceptable road out of the difficulty. 

A lodge of emergency was held on 17th February, 1842, in the 
" lodge room, James St/' 

At this meeting it was resolved to attend the funeral of the late 
Bro. Richard Beasley, a brother who was a P. M. of Barton lodge 
and had taken part in its organization in 1795. There is no entry 
concerning the funeral of this brother in the minutes. 

On the evening of the i6th May Bro. Dodds had expressed his 
opinion regarding the legality of the lodge as at present constituted," 
and at the meeting of 8th June, Bro. IJuggan requested an explana- 
tion of these views. The brother was accordingly summoned, but 
instead of appearing personally he sent a letter, and it was agreed 
that the said letter be received.'' This probably was satisfactory^, for 
the matter is not again referred to. 



The Lodge Room, James St.,'' 1842. 

The festival of St. John, the Baptist, on 24th June, 1842, was 
celebrated by attending divine service and a dinner. The minutes 
state : 

The Lodge was opened in the First Degree, and then proceeded in pro- 
cession to the Church of Kngland. when the Rev. Mr. Geddes preached from 
1st Peter, 2c. 17V., * Love the Brotherhood/ after which the Brethren proceeded 
to Press' Hotel, and, having dined together, they returned to the Lodge, when 
" It was Resolved — That the Rev, Mr. Geddes be respectfully requested to 
grant a copy of the Sermon, delivered to this Lodge, for publication." 

Press' Hotel, kept by a Airs, Press, was on the north-east corner 
of James and Main streets, opposite the Hamilton Club, It is still 
standing*. In later years it was kept by a Mr. Young, and also by 
the late Charles Norton, who subsequently removed to St. Catharines. 
It is now used as offices, and has been modernized by the addition 
of a mansard roof. 

The question of the standing* of the lodge as a Craft body had 
not been settled, so that in order to have a definite opinion the W. M., 
W. Bro. Kerr, again wrote to England on the ist August, 1843. His 
letter, which was addressed to the Grand Secretary of England, read: 
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Hamilton, Township of Barton, 

Gore District, Canada West, 

1st August, 1843. 

Sir and Brother: As Past Master of Barton Lodge, No. 10, of Free and 
Accepted Masons, it becomes my duty to address you as Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of Kngland. Many causes have combined to interrupt the 
regular course of the craft on this continent, and more particularly in this 
Province, and it may not be impertinent to the matter in hand if I occupy your 
attention in reciting a brief history of these causes and of my lodge in particu- 
lar. The charter under which the lodge meets was granted by the Grand 



The Press Hotel. 


Lodge of Upper Canada, held at Newark (now Niagara), in the year of our 
Lord, 1795, William Jarvis, then Secretary of the Province, being Provincial 
Grand Master, a copy of which charter I have the honor to enclose to you. 
The lodge laboured and prospered, I believe, to an unparalleled degree on its 
•first establishment, taking into consideration that the place where it was held 
was almost a wilderness. The course of its prosperity and labours was first 
interrupted by the war of 1812. In consequence of the death and removal of 
almost all its members who originally belonged to the lodge, that part of my 
statement which refers to the history of the lodge up to the year 1836 is gath- 
ered from sources which, in my judgment, are not entirely satisfactory, and I 
cannot therefore presume to state with any degree of certainty whether the 
30a 
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lodge resumed its labours after the war or not. In 1836 the charter and jewels 
of the lodge were obtained from an old and faithful brother who has since 
died. In the same year, it appears by the records of the lodge, some six or 
seven Master Masons, hailing from different lodges, assembled to advise on 
the means to be taken to revive labour in the lodge, but their exertions were 
interrupted by the unhappy rebellion which broke out in 1817, and were not 
again revived until 1841, when a committee of the brethren went to Toronto, 
the seat of St. Andrew's Lodge, No. .1, to advise with the brethren of that 
lodge on the validity of our charter and the propriety of commencing to labour 
under it. The brethren of St. Andrew's Lodge, who were consulted, including 
the then Worshipful Master, Thomas G. Ridout, Esquire, advised our com- 
mittee that the charter of Barton Lodge, No. 10, was equally good and valid 
with their own, and entitled to a preference as being older, and that they could 
see no possible impropriety in our proceeding to labor. Col. James Fitz- 
gibbon, one of the Deputy Provincial Grand Masters, has also advised us, and 
his opinion sustained that of the brethren of St, Andrew's. 

I had the honour to hold the office of Grand Senior Warden in the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge after it had been re-organized in 1822 by Brother McGilli- 
vray, who, the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge will bear record, was sent to 
this province in order to regulate and place on a proper footing the several 
lodges of the Province; and my own opinion corresponded with that of breth- 
ren of St. Andrew's, Toronto, and of Col. Fitzgibbon. We have also observed 
that our Lodge, Barton, No. 10, is mentioned and recorded as a working lodge 
under the authority of the Grand Lodge of England, in the Masonic Almanack, 
published in London yearly, and, as I apprehend, under the authority of the 
Grand Lodge of England. 

Under these circumstances and supported by these opinions, the brethren 
thought proper to commence their labours, and I have much satisfaction in 
now forwarding a list of those members who have been initiated, passed and 
raised in my lodge since the latter part of the year, 1841, when the lodge com- 
menced its labours- You will observe that twenty-seven members have been 
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason. 

In February, 1842, the lodge availed itself of the visit of our brethren. Sir 
Allan N. Macnab and Doctor Thomas Rolph, to England to send a communi- 
cation to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge, sending at the same time such 
a sum as would in their opinion have been sufficient to discharge any 
dues to the Grand Lodge. By some accident or misunderstanding this 
communication was never delivered, and the sum remitted was refunded to our 
lodge. I now send you £11. 5s. 6d. sterling, trusting that this sum will be 
sufficient to discharge any dues which this lodge is liable to pay up to the 
festival of St. John, the Baptist, last past. I have also the honour to enclose 
a memorial signed by the different members of my lodge, praying amongst 
other things that the labours of the body in this lodge may be sanctioned by 
the Right Worshipful the Grand Lodge of England, and that our charter, the 
most ancient in the Province now working, may be recognized, and that the 
different members entered, passed and raised may be registered in the books 
of the Grand Lodge of England, according to the ancient custom of the craft, 
and their certificates forwarded to this lodge as soon as convenient." 

I have the honour to be. Sir and Brother. 

Fraternally yours, 

William J. Kerr. 

With this letter was sent a memorial, signed by Craftsmen of 
different jurisdictions residing in Hamilton, as follows: 

To the Right Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in Hngland. 

We. the undersigned. Master Masons, hailing? from the different lodgre^^ 
described opposite our names, respectfully approachitig the Grand Lodge, with 
duty and respect, humbly show : 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


467 


That, having settled in and near the town of Hamilton, in the district of 
Gore, Canada West, have become members of Barton Lodge, No. 10. That 
the circumstances detailed in the accompanying communication from our 
Worshipful Master are within the knowledge of most of us. That, to prevent 
the possibility of doubts being raised with regard to the propriety of meeting 
and working under our present charter, and to prevent any injustice which 
might accrue to many of our younger brethren, as well as ourselves, should 
any such doubts obtain with the Right Worshipful the Grand Lodge, we have 
thought it advisable to memorialize the Grand Lodge, praying that the ancient 
charter under which we have been meeting and working may be recognized by 
the Right Worshipful, the Grand Lodge, and that the proceedings and labour 
already done may be sanctioned and confirmed. 

*' We also beg to represent that the great inconvenience which accrues to 
the craft in this country from the difficulty in communicating with the mother 
Grand Lodge might in a great measure be removed were a Grand Lodge again 
established in the Western Province of Canada. 

We, therefore, humbly pray that the Right Worshipful, the Grand Lodge 
of England, will be pleased to take these matters into their fraternal considera- 
tion, and that they will be pleased to signify their approval of the labours al- 
ready wrought and recognition of our charter. 

The sigTiers of this memorial were: 
S. Conway, Richardson, W. M. of Sylvan Lodge, No. 41, State of New 
York; 

H. R. O'Reilly, J. W., No. 10, Barton; 

R. G. Beasley, J. W., No. 10, Barton; 

Richard Bull, Secretary, No. 10, Barton; 

Robert J. Hamilton, Treasurer, No. 10, Barton; 

Thomas Duggan, S. D., No. 10, Barton; 

David C. Beasley, J. D., No. 10, Barton; 

John Morrison, Tyler, 181, Pollockshaws, Scotland; 

Hugh Rogers, I. G., 175, St. John's, Greenock, Scotland; 

J. T. Thorn, No. 10, Barton; 

Peter S. Clark, No. 10, Barton; 

G. P. Bull, Montreal; 

John Kennedy, No. 557 Binturb, County Tyrone, Ireland; 
David Farley, No. 557, Binturb, County Tyrone, Ireland; 
David White, No. 775, Ballymena; 
William T. Barnes, No. 7, Ancaster, Canada; 
Jacob Bishop, No. 10, Barton; 
Henry Bunten, No. 70, Glasgow; 
George Hayden, No. loi, Portsea, Hngland; 
Joseph Birney, No. 10, Barton: 
John Green, No. 99, Mallow, Ireland; 
^ H. P. Bull, No. 10, Barton; 

J. Wickersham, No. 10, Barton; 
Israel Williams; 
John Haywood; 
Scott Land; 
David Allison; 
Sam. J. Ryckman; 
James French; 
Joseph Davis; 
Henry Beasley; 
John Tunniclifte; 
Geo. Parkins; 
William Story, 


> Barton, No. 10; 
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R. Duggan, No. i, St. Andrew's, Toronto; 
W, B. Proctor, Prince Edward Island; 
W. A. McCartney, Barton, No. lo; 
John Terry, No. 9, York; 

John Coe, No. 501, Long Medford, England; 
James Mullin, No. 10, Barton; 
Jas. Paris, No. 2x5, Stow, Scotland; 
Robert H. Farmer, No. 10, Barton; 

William J. Kerr, late Senior Warden of the Grand Lodge of Upper Can- 
ada, and late Master of Barton, No. 10; 
George Duffield, No. 73, Hull; 

Allan N. Macnab, No. i, St. Andrew's, Toronto, 

There is no record in the minutes of this letter and memorial, 
on Sept. 14th, 1842, Bro. Milne, in the name of Bro. O. Stevens, pre- 
sented the lodge with a portrait of the M. W. Bro. the Duke of Sussex, 
G. M. of Kngland, and a vote of thanks to Bro. Stevens was duly 
passed. On the 12th October, 1842, as the brethren were not prompt 
in payment of dues, it was resolved That notice be given to the deb- 
tors of the lodge for a cleansing meeting, to be our next monthly 
meeting-." 

There is no report of the work of this committee, but an account 
in the MSS. shows that the lodge removed to Bro, John Thorn's 
tavern on James street, opposite Gore street. The account reads: 

KXTRACTS FROM VARIOUS ACCOUNTS BY JOHN THOM. 

Dec. 14, i842< — To 2 months' rent of Lodge, at 35/, £3 10, 
Jan. II, 1843. — Rent of Lodge room to the 8th inst., £i 15. 
Jan. 8, 1843. — One month's rent of room up to the 8th day of February, 
1843, IS. 

March 8, 1843. — To one month's rent up to the 8th March, £1 15. 
April 12, 1843. — To I month's rent of room up to date, £1 15. 
May 10, 1843. — To one month's rent, £1 15. 

Teaming to new Lodge room, 3/9. 

The lodge- remained in these premises until 12th April, 1843. 
On December 8th, 1843, thirty-four of the members attended the 
funeral of the late Bro. George Chisholm in Flamborough Kast. The 
Masonic apron of this brother had been the admiration of the lodge. 
It was in the esteem of the younger members of the Craft an example 
of art, and the older members considered it an effective tracing board, 
as which it was used in later years by one or two Canadian lodges. 

In December, 1842, it was determined to appoint a committee 
to communicate with the Grand Lodge of Kngland as to the stand- 
ing of the lodge. At the meeting of nth January, 1843, Bro. Beas- 
ley, in order that the lodge business should not be spoken of outside 
of the lodge room, carried a resolution to the effect: 

That a member of this lodge, disclosing any of the proceedings or any 
of the decisions or business of anv kind, done within the walls of the Lodge, 
shall subject himself and be liable to severe censure from the chair, and a 
second offence of this nature, traced to any member, shall render him liable 
to be expelled/' 

And also that if a brother applied for an emergent meeting he 
should deposit with the secretary £1. 
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On 23rd November, 1842, 

"it was ordered that in consequence of our increasing members there be 
a committee appointed to select a room for our reception, and that Brs. Rich- 
ardson, Hamilton and Thorn be such committee.'' 

There is no reference to any removal until the meeting of 8th 
March, 1843, when it was resolved that the thanks of this lodj^e are 



The Banner of Barton Lodge, No. 10. 


due and are hereby given to the building committee for their exer- 
tions/* and that the report " be received and acted upon/' 

At the meeting of 26th April, 1843, it was ordered that a chan- 
delier be purchased for the benefit of our new lodge room/' and on the 
loth May, 1843, the stewards were authorized to purchase spittoons for 
the lodge. The sanitary conditions of the new hall were evidently to 
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be looked after. The account for rent shows that the lodge moved 
from Bro. Thoni's, and the minutes of Mav loth, 1843, read that the 
lodge was opened in the first degree, having met in their new lodge 
room/* 


"1. 







The Duggan, afterwards the Blachford, Building. 

The location of this new hall was for years a matter of doubt, 
but W. Cornelius Webster, who was initiated in the lodge on the ^4th 
April, i8zi^, informed the writer that at that time the lodge met in a 
frame building, known as the Duggan," and subsequently as the 
Blachford Building,"' still standing and known as No. 14, MacNab 
street south. It is situated immediately in the rear of Bro. John A. 
Bruce's store. Bro. Webster was initiated here and was raised a few 
months later. 

At the meetings of this period there was an average attendance of 
thirty. On the 24th May, 1S43, 

It was Ordered^ That those members, whose dues are in arrear, be noti- 
fied to attend a cleansing lodge, on our next regular monthly meeting/' 

The term cleansing " may not have been that which would be 
used in modern minutes, but it was in this case not only apt but ap- 
propriate. 

At the celebration of St. John's day, June, 1843, the brethren 
attended divine service at Christ Church, and afterwards dined to- 
gether in the lodge room. 

On the iith October, 1843, it was resolved that an emergent 
meeting be called to perfect the communications to the Grand 
Lodge of England," but the result of such meeting is not given. The 
minutes only state that " The Committee for Communicating with 
the Grand Lodge of England presented their report, which was re- 
ceived/' 

The lodge room was so convenient and commodiovis that the 
minutes of 8th November, 1843, record the fact that frequent ap- 
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plication having been made for the use of the Lodge Room/' a com- 
mittee was appointed " with full power to rent the same." 

While the new lodge room on MacNab street appeared to have 
met all requirements, it could not have been an entirely satisfactory 
meeting place, for a committee was appointed on the 13th December, 
1843, " to ascertain particulars concerning a room in Br. H. Beasley's 
brick house/' situated on the south-west corner of Main and Hughson 
streets, opposite the present Court House Square. On the 27th De- 
cember, St. John's day, this committee reported favorably, and the 
lodge then ordered that the said committee be authorized to make 
arrangements with Br. il. Beasley for a term of five years.'' 



'SPECTATOR- B II I L D I >J G S - 


The Building in which Barton Lodge met, and also Where 
THE Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada was Reorgan- 
ized IN 1845. 

This building is a substantial structure of brick and was, in sub- 
sequent years, the home of the Spectator " newspaper. The building- 
is now used as ofiFices. The upper rooms in the corner of the third 
floor were leased from ist May, 1844, vmtil 1849. Bro. C. H. Webster 
states that he was raised there in 1844. 

At this meeting it was not only resolved to have an emergency 
for work, but a lodge of cleansin^ on our next regular." Tt was also 
resolved to communicate with the Grand Lodge of Kngland, through 
the medium, if expedient, of St. Andrew's Lodge, Toronto." 
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This arrangement must have proved satisfactory, for on the 14th 
February, 1844, 

" It was ordered that one of the Brethren be appointed to go to Toronto, 
for the purpose of getting the Com. G. L, E. endorsed by St, Andrew's 
Lodge, Toronto/' and Br. R. G. Beasley was appointed to negotiate with 
Br. Ridout in Toronto, respecting the Dues to the G. L. E. and to forward 
the same forthwith/' 

When a brother withdrew from the lodge it was customary to 
give him what in modern days would be called a demit. On resigning, 

It was ordered — that a Certificate of good behaviour be presented to 
Br. John Carlisle, on his leaving our Town/' 

The first evidence of the connection of the lodge with the 
mother Grand Lodge is shown in the minutes of 13th March, 1844, 
Bro. Beasley made a report of his mission to Toronto, concern- 
ing the dues owing the Grand Lodge of England, and it is further 
recorded that three brethren who have so kindly volunteered to take 
up a bill at the Bank, to pay the dues to the Grand Lodge of England, 
will be guaranteed by the lodge with ninety days." 

At the meeting of 6th May, 1844, thirty-six brethren were pre- 
sent, several candidates were balloted for and petitions were received. 
In order that St. John's day might be fittingly celebrated a committee 
was appointed to make arrangements for the proper and glorious 
celebration of the Festival of St. John/' 

On the 25th May, 1844, an emergent meeting was called for 
the purpose of receiving a communication from the Right Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of Kngland/' This letter stated that the communica- 
tions of the Barton lodge had been laid before the M, W., G. M., the 
Earl of Zetland, and that the Grand Master had directed the Grand 
Secretary to state that 

he will most cheerfully execute a Warrant of Confirmation free from 
expense, in exchange for the one, of which you have sent a copy, issued by 
Bro. Jarvis, in 1795, but, at present, I am not able correctly to understand 
which Lodge it is that you write about. You say it appears in the Masonic 
Almanac, published yearly in London under the sanction of the Grand Lodge, 
described as the Barton Lodge. Br. Lieut. Milne has informed me that it was 
at Niagara, and was inclined to think it the one, which, in the Almanac, is 
designated Nia^^ara Lodge, No. 490, but I am rather disposed to think it the one 
designated The Dalhousie Lodge, No. 488, from the circumstance of finding, 
in an application made in 1823. Bro. Robert Kerr was then the W. Master. 
As soon as you furnish the information requisite to identify the lodge, and 
forward the Warrant issued by Br. Jarvis, and which will be recited in the new 
Warrant, the Warrant of Confirmation shall be made out, and despatched by 
the next Packet, and also the Certificates, which you require, but which, from 
the causes before mentioned, cannot at present be done.'* 

The Grand Secretary of Kngland, while announcing that the 
G. M. had acceded to the request of Barton lodge for a confirmation 
of its warrant, seemed to experience some difficulty in identifying the 
petitioning lodge, and Bro. Milne, of Hamilton, who was in 1844 in 
London, does not seem to have been able to render him any assistance. 
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The fact that R. W. Bro. Robert Kerr, of Niagara, was W. M. of 
lodge No. 2, at Niagara, 1823, and that W, Bro. W. J. Kerr was 
W. M. of Barton lodge in 1844, did not help to dispel the doubt that 
existed in the mind of the Grand Secretary of Kngland. However, 
alFs well that ends well. The warrant of confirmation was crossing 
the ocean on its way to Canada, and the brethren of Barton rejoiced 
that all doubts as to the legality of their position were now at an end. 

About seventy brethren, including Sir Allan N. MacNab, cele- 
brated the festival of St. John on June :24th, 1844. The lodge attended 
divine service at Christ church, after which the Brethren dined to- 
gether.'' In the meantime the lodge was safely housed in their new 
home in Bro. Beasley's building, and a committee was appointed 
to rent the lodge room for other purposes, as they may deem ex- 
pedient." 

On the 1 8th August, 1844, the lodge attended the funeral of the 
late Bro. Robert Wright at Oakville. 

An important meeting was held on the 13th November, 1844, 
when the W. M. 

announced to the Lodge the gratifying intelligence that since their regu- 
lar meeting he had received from the Grand Lodge of Kngland, a Warrant 
of Confirmation free of expense, sanctioning all the Proceedings of this Lodge 
and taking us under its paternal solicitude and jurisdiction, under the name 
of The Barton Lodge and ' on the Registry of the Grand Lodge of Kngland, 
No. 733' " 

A committee was appointed " to draft resolutions expressing^ our 
gratitude to the Grand Lodge of England for the kindness and con- 
sideration shown to Barton Lodge, No. 10/' Under the warrant of 
confirmation the lodge was entitled " The Barton Lodge," which 
title it still retains. 

The minutes of an emergent meeting on igth February, 1845, 
show that infringement of jurisdiction by lodges was known in early 
days, for 

It was communicated to this Lodge that persons resident in Hamilton 
and necessarily within the precincts of our jurisdiction, had been initiated into 
the first degree of Masonry in St. Andrew's Lodge, Toronto, which act being 
subversive of all rule and fraught with danger to the welfare of the Craft, it 
was considered our imperative duty to protest against. 

It was moved by Br. H. R, O'Reilly and seconded by Br. Richardson, 
That a committee be appointed to communicate with St. Andrew's Lodge, 
Toronto, and all other lodges in the province, and protest against that or any 
other Lodge initiating Gentlemen residing in or near the town of Hamilton, 
or within the precincts of any Lodge, without first communicating with the 
W. M. of Lodge near his or their Residence, and to request them on all occa- 
sions to communicate to this Lodge the name or names of any person or per- 
sons, either blackballed on applying for admission or having been expelled.'* 

On the I2th March, 1845, it was resolved "that the lodge room 
be not rented at all hereafter." 

On the 25th April, 1845, W. Bro. J. Kerr, P. M. of Barton, 
was buried with Craft honors, and on the 14th May, it was resolved 
to have a portrait of the late brother painted, a proposal duly carried 
out, for the picture now adorns the walls of the Craft room at Ham- 
ilton. 
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On the 17th i\Iay, 1845, emergent meeting was held, at which 
R. W. Bro. Sir A. N. MacNab was present. This meeting was an 
eventful one in the history, not only of Barton, but of the Craft in 



W- Bro. (Col.) \Vm. J. Kkuk, \V. Ai., Barton Lodge, 1841. 

Canada West. St. Andrew's lodge. No. i, Toronto, had resolved 
that an effort should be made to resuscitate the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and had with that object in view prepared a petition to the 
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Grand I^odge of England, asking that R. W. Bro. Thos. Gibbs Rid- 
out, one of the best informed and most energetic Craftsmen in the 
province, be appointed Provincial Grand Alaster. St. Andrew's 
lodge asked the co-operation of Barton lodge in the prayer of this 
petition, and in due course sent the document to Hamilton. Its ar- 
rival in the hands of the W. M. of Barton lodge did not for a da^^ or 
two create comment, but Sir Allan N. MacNab, being informed in con- 
versation with Bro. C. H. Webster of the request of St. Andrew's 
lodge, immediately stated that he held the position of Provincial 
Grand Master, of not only England but also of Scotland, and that his 
patents were at his residence, Dundurn Castle/' near Hamilton. 
This, it is needless to state, was a genuine surprise. 

It should be noted that Bro. MacNab was a member of St. An- 
drew's lodge, Toronto, having been initiated in that lodge on the 14th 
December, 1841, but that on the 12th January, 1842, he had received 
his Fellow Craft degree in Barton lodge. No. 10, at Hamilton, al- 
though there is no record of his affiliation with Barton. 

About July of 1842 Sir Allan visited Great Britain, and while in 
Edinburgh in August of that year he was appointed by the M. W., 
the Grand Master of Scotland, Provincial Grand Master for Canada, 
an appointment which embraced both Canada East and West. At this 
time Sir Allan had not received his third degree, so that he was actu- 
ally a Provincial Grand Master when only a Fellow Craft. It is per- 
haps the only case of the kind on record. He was not made a M. M. 
until December of 1842. 

Sir Allan brought his Scotch patent to Canada, placed it amongst 
his papers and paid no attention whatever to its demands, indeed he 
kept all knowledge of the appointment to himself, and for the first 
time mentioned it to Bro. C. H, Webster, as already stated. 

In 1844, when on another occasion Sir Allan MacNab was in 
Great Britain, and while in London on the :28th August, he received 
the appointment of E)istrict Grand Alaster from England of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West. The newly-appointed P. G. M, 
went back to Canada in the month of (Jctober, 1844, but, as with his 
Scotch warrant, said nothing to nobody." 

R. W. Bro. Ridout, of Toronto, had been the energetic Mason 
of the period. The threads of whatever life there was in the Craft 
had been held together by his care and enthusiasm, and, naturally, 
these appointments were a great surprise to him. 

While the brethren of Hamilton were startled, those in Toronto 
were dumbfounded. Even the Hamilton brethren, much as they 
rerpected Sir Allan, felt, so stated the late R. W. Bro. Francis Richard- 
son in 1895 and Bro. C. H. Webster in 1896, that he was by no process 
of reasoning entitled to the office. He had never been W. M. of a pri- 
vate lodge, had never served in any capacity in connection with Craft 
work, and, more, had not been half a dozen times in a lodge in his 
life. Yet the position he held in the country was prominent, and it was 
felt that even with all his shortcomings, it would be an advantage to 
have 'a prominent man as the nominal governing head of the Craft. 
Therefore, at this meeting of Barton lodge on 17th May, 1845, it was 
resolved : 


476 


HISTORY QF FREKMASONRY IN CANAOA. 


That the Secretary be instructed to communicate to St. Andrew's Lodge, 
Toronto, that our worthy and Rt. Worshipful Br. Sir A. N. Macnab, having 
been appointed by the Grand Lodge of England to the office of Provincial 
Grand Master of Canada West, and our said Rt. Worshipful Brother having 
in consultation with this Lodge, accepted the said appointment, and that the 
charter bearing date the 28th August, A.L. 5844, conferring the said appoint- 
ment, having been received by him, this lodge taking into consideration the 
respect in which they hold the Rt. W., the G. L. of England and their acts, 
as well as the fitness and capacity of our said Rt. W. Brother, for the said 
Office, conceive they cannot with propriety, if they felt so disposed, second 
the cause proposed by our Brethren of St. Andrew's Lodge. And that the 
W. M. of St. Andrew's Lodge be respectfully requested to communicate this 
information to all the Lodges in Canada West to whom this Lodge communi- 
cated the resolution sent to this Lodge, with the least possible delay, in order 
to prevent any misunderstanding among the Craft. 

It was understood that the Provincial Grand Lodge v^ould be 
summoned in a few weeks, and, therefore, Barton lodge resolved to 
give the use of their lodge room to the Grand Lodge, whenever that 
body might require it/' after which the meeting closed. 

St. John's day in June, 1845, was celebrated by attending divine 
service in Christ's Church, after which the brethren dined at the 
Press Hotel. About sixty brethren, including R. W. Bro. Sir A/ N. 
MacNab were present. 

On this occasion a blind brother applied to the lodge for aid. 
Always anxious to alleviate distress it was agreed 

" That the sum of ten pounds be lent to Brother Colton (a Brother 
afflicted by the loss of his sight, to be returned when his sight is restored)." 

This closed the work of the lodge during what was practically 
the term of the second Provincial Grand Lodge, 18^2-45. That body 
had become dormant in 1830, and the third Provincial Grand Lodge 
was not organized until 9th August, 1845, Barton lodge, No. 733, 
E. R., No. 10, P. R., affiUating as No. 733, E. R., No. 11, P. R, 


CHAPTER LVII. 

A REFERENCE TO THE PERIOD PRIOR TO THE REVIVAL OF 1845 ThE 

APPOINTMENT OF SiR A. N. MacNaB AS PrO. GrAND MAS- 
TER OF Canada West, and Canadian Masonry in con- 
nection WITH THE Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

The Craft mind in Canada from 1829-30 until 1844-45 may be 
measured fairly well by the resolutions passed by some of the leading 
lodg-es. The efforts of revival in 1832, 1836 and 1842-43-44, even if 
not successful, were all means to an end. It is true that the only revival 
that asserted itself with an opportunitv for permanency was that under 
R. W. Bro. Ziba M. Phillips at Smith's Falls, Carleton Place, Brock- 
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ville and King-ston. While that movement never extended its influ- 
ence over all parts of the province, it made its mark by at least secur- 
ing the presence at Kingston of Bros. Turquand and Dean, two of 
the old officials of the dormant Grand Lodge of 1822. The attitude 
of the past Grand Secretaries was not friendly, but it was important, 
for they knew full well that if the movement of R. W. Bro. Phillips 
gained headway, the influences at Toronto would noc be strong 
enough to withstand the proposed re-establishment of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge. 

It has always been a mystery to those who have looked over the 
MSS. since 1829, that some leading spirit did not don the mantle of 
one of those who fought in the days of the Kingston Convention, and 
in 1830-44, follow the example of the brethren of 1817-22, who strug- 
gled for a governing body with a duly authorized and responsible 
head. 

As previously stated, Sir Allan Napier MacNab was initiated in St. 
Andrew's lodge, Toronto, in December, 1841, and passed in January 
of 1842 in Barton lodge in Hamilton, He was not a Master Mason un- 
til the 29th December, 1842. Yet five months before he received his 
third degree he had in his possession a patent appointing him Provin- 
cial Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Scotland in Canada. Why he 
received it has never to this day been explained. There are no records 
in Scotland of any application, petition or recommendation in support 
of the claim by Canadian Craftsmen. The general impression is that 
Scottish friends, knowing that he had been made a Mason in Decem- 
ber, 1841, took the first opportunity of recommending him for an 
office which for some years had been vacant. 

The action of the Grand Lodge of Kngland in subsequently ap- 
pointing Sir Allan as the Provincial Grand Master on the 28th August, 
1844, wdthout any notification to St. Andrew's lodge, the senior lodge 
in the jurisdiction, is a matter of surprise. This lodge had not only 
been in communication with the Grand Lodge of Kngland as a contri- 
buting lodge, but on the 13th May, 1845, had by resolution expressed 
itself to the other lodges of the jurisdiction as favorable to the appoint- 
ment of W. Bro. T. G- Ridout as Provincial Grand Master. The ne- 
glect of the Grand Lodge at London, either directly or through its 
newly appointed representative, to notify St. Andrew's lodge of its 
action is on a par with a great many other curious actions of the 
mother Grand Lodge in connection with Masonry in Canada during 
the first sixty years of this century. 

The fact remains that the membership of St. Andrew's lodge, 
was not aware on the 13th May, 1845, when recommending Bro. 
Rt'dout, that the Grand Lodge at London had on the 28th August, 
1844, sent out a patent to R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab, as Pro- 
vincial Grand Master. 

The appointment of Sir Allan has been more fully dealt with in his 
biography, but it may here be stated tliat the acquiescence of the Craft 
in Toronto was based upon the understanding that the management 
of the Craft would be entrusted to the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, R. W. Bro. T. G. Ridout, and the Provincial Grand Senior 
Warden, V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson. 

The connection of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada 
with the Grand Lodge of Scotland was not important from the fact 
that other than the appointment of a Provincial Grand Master, who 
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was a resident of Canada West, no warrants were ever issued by the 
Scotch Grand Lodge in the province. 

In Quebec the connection was closer, for in that province there 
was not only a Provincial Grand Master appointed by the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, but warrants had been erected under his care. 

As early as 1757 the Grand Lodge of Scotland acted on its right 
to appoint Provincial Grand Masters, for on the i4th of November in 
that year we find from Laurie's History that it was 

Ordered that a Commission be made out and passed under the seal of the 
Grand Lodge, constituting and appointing the Right Worshipful Colonel John 
Young, Provincial Grand Master over all the Lodges in America holding 
of the Grand Lodge. In 1768 James Grant, Esquire, Governor of the Pro- 
vince of East Florida, v^as appointed Provincial Grand Master of North 
America, Southern District, and in 1769 Joseph Waren, Physician, was ap- 
pointed Provincial Grand Master of the * Lodges in Boston.' On 5th May, 
1834, James Law, Esquire, W.S., was constituted Provincial Grand Master 
* over all the Lodges in North America holding Charters under the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland/ 

Sir Allan Napier MacNab, when only a Fellow Craft, and while on 
a visit to Scotland, was selected and appointed as the Provincial Grand 
Master of Canada on the 1st August, 1842, his jurisdiction embracing 
both Upper and Lower Canada, probably because the two provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada v/ere united for parliamentary purposes in 
1840-41 . 

On the 1st August, 1853, the province was divided into two Mas- 
onic jurisdictions, one Canada West, formerly Upper Canada, and the 
other Canada Kast, formerly Lower Canada. 

To Sir Allan MacNab was allotted the former, and R. W. Bro. 
Thomas Douglas Harington was appointed Provincial Grand Master 
of the latter province. In 1857 on the declaration of independence by 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West under Kngland, the 
former resigned both his Scottish and Knglish appointments. R. W\ 
Bro. Harington held office in the Provincial Grand Lodge under 
Kngland in Quebec from ist August, 1853, i^^ntil 1858, when on the 
union of the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, that is, the old Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge of Kngland and the Grand Lodge of Canada, he also 
resigned. 

In 1855, however, when the Grand Lodge of Canada was formed 
and declared its independence of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, the 
lodges of that obedience remained firm in their allegiance to the par- 
ent body, for in the records of Scotland for the year 1856, we find that: 

At the Quarterly Communication of 5th May a declaration of Independ- 
ence and Erection of a new Grand Lodge in Canada by forty-one Lodges, hold- 
ing under the Grand Lodges of England and Ireland, was presented. At the same 
time a letter was read from the Provincial Grand Master of Lower Canada, by 
which it appeared that all the Lodges in his Province, holding under the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, had not only determined to remain staunch to their allegi- 
ance, but repudiated the idea of severing a connection, which they were so 
desirous to maintain with their Mother Grand Lodge. Whereupon it was 
moved by the Grand Master, and duly seconded, ' that, in respect to the very 
satisfactory explanations afforded by the communication of the Provincial 
Grand Master of Canada East, the above Declaration of Independence be not 
received, nor the parties thereto acknowledged by this Grand Lodge in any 
manner, as a separate Grand Lodge, independent of those of England and Ire- 
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land, from which the members of it appear to have originated.' Which motion 
was unanimously agreed to and the Grand Secretary was directed to convey 
to the Lodges in Canada, under the Scottish jurisdiction, through the Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, the expression of the fraternal wishes felt towards them 
by the Grand Lodge; and in the annual circular to the Daughter Lodges 
the Grand Secretary, commenting on the high state of eificiency and filial 
duty of the Daughter Lodges in the Colonies, remarked, * that it had been a 
matter of great satisfaction to the Most Worshipful the Grand Master and 
the Grand Lodge to receive from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada such 
repeated assurances of their staunch and loyal adherence to the laws and juris- 
diction of the Grand Lodge of Scotland/ " 

While R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab did not exercise his 
authority in the formation of lodges of Scottish obedience in Upper 
Canada, he did so in Lower Canada. Elgin lodge, No. 348^ had been 
warranted by Sir Allan in Montreal on i6th November, 1847, and in 
1849, recommended by a petition of the members of lodge No. 22, 
Quebec, he granted a dispensation on 5th April co St. Andrew's 
lodge, Quebec. Laurie's History of Freemasonry in Scotland " 
states that the lodge had precedence from 5th Nov., 1849. This was 
the date when notice of application for the charter was received by 
Grand Lodge at Kdinburgh. 
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CHAPTER LVIIL 

The First CoMMUNicATioisr of the Third Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West at Hamilton, 1845, under Sir 
Allan N. MacNab. 

The revival of IVTasonry in LTpper Canada occurred in the mid- 
summer of 1845. For years the Craft had been without a Grand Fast. 
The brethren who had thrown their energy into the cause prior 
to the days of the anti-Masonic excitement which darkened the hori- 
zon after the Morgan episode, had either passed away or had lost 
heart, and although many of the Craft lodges were working, still the 
zeal that gave life and power to the fraternity was absent. Yet this 
dormant existence needed but a watch-word and a leader to rally the 
brethren who were anxious to raise again the Craft standard, and 
kindle anew the flame that would show the path to prosperity and 
strength. 

The death of R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, who had by his 
work done so much for the Craft in its early struggles, had for a time 
a depressing influence, but the Craft life was not yet extinct, and the 
brethren again marshalled on the chequered floor, and by a supreme 
effort rehabilitated the Provincial Grand Lodge, which again assumed 
its supremacy as a governing body, with rulers who would persevere 
in the good work. 
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Grand Lodge was summoned for the 9th day of August, 1845, at 
Hamilton, the residence of the newly appointed Provincial Grand 
Master. The large and representative gathering pr:^sent betokened the 
interest taken in the proceedings. At this meeting, which was held in 
the Masonic Hall, on the south-west corner of Main Street and the 
Court House Square, there were present twenty-seven delegates, from 
seven of the most prominent lodges in the jurisdiction. The incidents 
surrounding the appointment of Sir Allan N. MacNab as Provincial 
Grand Master for Canada West, have already been related. The state 
of the Craft was discussed, and a committee appointed to frame by-laws 
for the government of the newly organized Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The work of the provincial body can best be gathered from the 
official minutes. But one complete copy of these important documents 
is extant, which is an additional reason why they should be given from 
the original. The portions quoted are from the official records. 

" Provincial Grand Lodge for Canada West. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, 
R. W. Provincial Grand Master. Under the authority of the United 
Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Kngland, His Grace 
the Karl of Zetland, etc., etc., etc.. Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

" At a meeting held at Hamilton, on Saturday, the Qth day of August, 1845, 

Present : 

R. W. Br. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Provincial Grand Master-elect 
"Bros. Francis Richardson, W.M.; S. B. Campbell. S.W., pt. ; W. A. 
Campbell, J. W, ; R. McClure, P.M.; D. McLean, P.M.; C. Lynes, P.M 
R. Watson, P.M.; A. Holwell, P.M.; A. Burnside, P.M.; deputation from St. 
Andrew's Lodge, No. i, Toronto. v 

Bros. H. R. O'Reilly, W.M., pt. ; S. C. Richardson, P.M.; R. G. Beas- 
ley, P.M.; W. M. S"haw, S. W, ; C. H. Webster, J. W. ; deputation from Barton 
Lodge, Hamilton. 

''Bros. J. P. Morden, W.M.; J. G. Fitzgibbon, P.M.; H. Fulford, P.M.; 
deputation from Belleville Lodge, Belleville. 

*' Bro. Wm. Gunn. J. W., deputation from St. John's Lodge, Kingston. 

'* Bros. Elvah Annes, W.M., pt, ; Ezra Annes, P.M.; deputation from 
Unity Lodge, Whitby. 

''Bros. Joseph Cornick, W.M. ; William Young, S. W. ; John Lester. 
J.W. ; deputation from St, John's Lodge, York, Grand River. 

"Bros. W. M. Wilson, W.M.; Jacob Lang, S.W.; Alfred Buckwell, 
J.W., pt. ; deputation from Simcoe Lodge. Talbot District. 

"A lodge was formed at 2 o'clock p.m., and opened with solemn prayer." 

Prior to the opening of the Provincial Grand Lodge R. W. Bro. 
MacNab objected to the proposal that he should be obligated as Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, claiming that his patent of authority was suffi- 
cient obligation for the faithful discharge of the duties of the office. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, as the W. M. of St. Andrew's 
lodge, No. I, of Toronto, who was to act as installing officer on behalf 
of the Craft, said that an obligation was imperative and that without 
it they could not recognize Bro. MacNab as the Provincial Grand 
Master. In this Bro. Richardson was supported by all who were pre- 
sent. R. W. Bro. MacNab then assented and the proceedings opened. 

Seven of the lodges of the Province of Canada West, formerly 
Upper Canada, were represented. These are given with the notation 


4 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


which corresponds with that given in the earlier history of these 
lodges, a notation which existed on the books of the Grand Lodge of 
England from 1814 until 1832. There will, however, be no difficulty in 
tracing the lodges represented, viz.: 


1822. 1832. 

St. Andrews', No. 754. .... 487, E. R . . , 

Barton, No. 10, P. R 733, E. R„ . . 

Belleville, No. 763 49b, E. R.. . , 

St. John's, No. 758 491, R.. . . 

Unity, No. — 799, E. R.. . 

St. John's, No. — 779, E. R 

Norfolk, No. 767 500. E. R.. . . 


1845. 

. . . , No. I, P. R., Toronto. 

. ... No. II, P.R., Hamilton. 

No. 10 — 4, P. R., Belleville. 

. ... No, 5 — 3. P. R., Kingston. 

No. — , U.D., P. R., Whitby. 

. . . No. 12, P.R., York (Grand Lodge). 
No. 14, U.D„ P.R., Simcoe. 


St. Andrew's, warranted in 1822, had worked from 1822-35 and 
resumed work in 1840. 

Barton lodge, warranted by R. W. Bro. Jarvis in 1796, worked 
until 1810 and resumed work in 1841. 

Belleville lodge is believed to have worked without any length- 
ened interval from 1822-45. 

St. John's lodge, Kingston, worked from 1794-1822-45. 

Unity lodge was under dispensation in 1845 and was warranted 
on 31st August, 1847. 

St. John's lodge, at York, on the Grand River, worked under a 
dispensation from T5th May, 1845, a-^id was afterwards warranted as 
Ko. 779, K. R., No. 12, P. R. 

Simcoe lodge was the successor of the lodge in the township of 
Townsend, No. 767, E. R., No, 14, P. R. 

The personnel of the representatives was unqualified. They were 
entitled to speak for the Craft. V. W, Bro. Francis Richardson was 
one of the leading Masons of Toronto, and Bro. W. A. Campbell, 
Clerk of the Assize Court, Richard Watson, a publisher, and Dr. 
Burnside, were all men who could be said to be Masons at heart. 

The deputation from Barton lodge, Hamilton, was an important 
one. Bro. H. R. O'Reilly was a member of a leading Hamilton 
family. Bro. R. G. Beasley was a lineal descendant of W. Bro. Wm. 
Beasley, who had so much to do with the pioneer work of the Craft 
from 1 796- 1 822. Bro. Cornelius Webster was the junior warden of 
Barton, and had materially aided in the re-organization of the Grand 
Lodge. 

The brethren from Belleville included T. P. Morden and F. G. 
Fitzgibbon, a son of R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon, the Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master of 1822-25. 

The Kingston contingent was limited to Bro. Wm. Gunn, the 
J. W. of St. John's lodge, while Elvah Annes was a son of W. Bro. 
Ezra Annes, who worked a lodge in Whitby in 1808, both of whom 
hand in hand appeared as a delegation from Unity lodge. 

Bro. Joseph Cornick, of St. John's lodge, at York on the Grand 
River, was a pioneer of Masonry in that section. 

Simcoe lodge sent two representative men, Bros. Jacob Lang and 
W. M. Wilson. The forn.er was an old member of St. John's Royal 
Arch lodge, which worked in York (Toronto) from 1800-25, and the 
latter was the brother who became Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada in 1855. The minutes continue: 
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The patent appointing Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Provincial Grand 
Master for Canada West, being read, the R. W. Brother was duly installed, 
proclaimed and saluted accordingly/' 

The Provincial Grand Master handed his patent to Bro. Richard- 
son, requesting him to read it: 

(L.SJ Signed, 

Zetland, 

G.M. 

TO ALL and every our Right Worshipful, Worshipful and Loving 
BRETHREN.' 

WE 

Thomas Dundas, EARL OF ZETLAND, Baron Dundas, 

of Aske in the County of York, &c., &c,, &c.., 

GRAND MASTER 

of the most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons 

of England, 

SEND GREETING. 

KNOW YE, That We, of the great Trust and Con- 
fidence reposed in Our right Trusty and Well-beloved 
Brother, Sir Allan MacNab, Knight, of Hamilton, 
M.P.P., Colonel of the Militia of Canada West, &c,, 
&c., &c.. Do hereby constitute and appoint him, the 
said 

SIR ALLAN MACNAB 

PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER FOR CANADA WEST, 

with full power and authority in due form to make Masons, and constitute 
and regulate Lodges as occasion may require. Subject nevertheless to our 
approval, And also to do and execute all and every such other acts and things 
appertaining to the said Office as usually have been or ought to be done and 
executed by other Provincial Grand Masters, He, the said Sir Allan MacNab, 
taking special care that all and every the members of every Lodge he shall 
constitute have been regularly made Masons, and that they and the Members 
of all other Lodges within his Province do observe, perform and keep all and 
every the rules, orders and regulations contained in the Book of Constitutions, 
except such as have been or may be repealed at any Quarterly Communica- 
tion or any General Meeting, together also with all such rules, orders, regula- 
tions and instructions as shall from time to time be transmitted by US or by the 
Right Honorable Richard William Penn Curzon Howe, Earl Howe, Viscount 
and Baron Curzon of Penn and Baron H^owe. G.C.H., Lord Chamberlain to 
Her Majesty Queen Adelaide. &c., &c,, &c., Our Deputy Grand Master, or by 
any of our Succefsors, Grand Masters or their Deputies for the time being. And 
we do will and require you the said Provincial Grand Master to cause at least 
one General Meeting or Communication to be held in every year. And that 
you promote on those and all other occasions whatever may be for the honor 
and advantage of Masonry and the benefit of the Grand Charity, And that 
you yearly send to Us or Our Succefsors, Grand Masters, an account in writ- 
ing of the proceedings therein, and also of what Lodges you constitute and 
when and where held, with a list of the several members of the said Lodges, 
and copies of all such rules, orders and regulations as shall be made for the 
good government of the same with whatever else you shall do by virtue of 
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these Presents. And at the same time you remit to the Treasurer of the Society 
for the time being at London Five Guineas Sterling for every Lodge you 
shall constitute for the use of the Grand Lodge and other necefsary purposes. 

Given at London under Our Hand and Seal of Masonry this 28th August, 
A.L. 5844, A.D. 1844- 

By command of the M. W. Grand Master, 

Signed, Howe, D.G. M. 

Signed, William H. White, G.S. 

W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout had sailed for Eng-land early in 
June of 1845, so that he was unable to be present, but as a testimonial 
of his skill as a :\Iason and the interest he had taken in the work, the 
Provincial Grand Master selected him for the second position in the 
Provincial Grand Lodge. The minutes read: 

The R. W. Provincial Grand Master ihen appointed Bro, Thos. Gibbs 
Ridout, Deputy Provincial Grand Master. After which the R. W. Provincial 
Grand Master appointed and invested the following Provincial Grand ofificers: 

W. Bro. Francis Richardson, P. G. S. Warden. 

• W. Bro. Sir Richard Bonnycastle, P. G. J. Warden. 
W . B ro. Richard G. Beasley, P. G, Registrar. 

Bro. Richard Bull, P. G. Secretary, 

W. Bro. Richard Watson, Assistant P. G. Secretary. 

W. B ro. Robert M^cClure, P. G. S. Deacon. 

Bro. C. H. Webster, P. G. J. Deacon. 

Bro. W. M. Shaw, P. G. Superintendent of Works. 

W. Bro. J. G. Fitzgibbon, P. G. Dir. Ceremonies. 

W. Bro, W. M. Wilson, Assistant P. G. Dir. Cer. 

* Bro. H. O'Reilly, P. G. Sword Bearer. 

Bros. The Hon. R. S. Jameson, W. A. Campbell, S. B. Campbell, Alfred 
Buckwell, D. Myers. R. O. Duggan. P. G. Stewards. 
''John Morrison, P. G. Tyler, 
W. Bro. S. C. Richardson was duly elected as Provincial Grand Trea- 
surer, and invested accordingly. 

" Resolved unanimously — That a committee be appointed to frame by- 
laws for the government of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The following brethren were appointed to carry out the above resolu- 
tion : — 

R. W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, W. 
Bro. Sir Richard Bonnycastle, W. Bro. Alexander Burnside, Bro. R. O. Dug- 
gan, W. Bro. Robert McClure, Bro. C. H. Webster, W. Bro. J. Gerald Fitz- 
gibbon, W. Bro. R. G, Beasley, Bro. H. R. O'Reilly. 

" The R. W. Provincial Grand Master appointed the first Tuesday in No- 
vember next for the second meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, to be 
held in the city of Toronto. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in due form, at 4 o'clock p.m., 
with solemn prayer. 

' "(Signed), Richard Bull, 

Prov. Grand Secretary.*' 

The biogfraphy of A^. W. Bro. Richardson g-ives his life and work. 
W. Bro. Sir Richard Bonnycastle, v^ho was not present, was ap- 
pointed Grand Junior Warden. He was a member of St. John's lodge 
at Kingston. 

Bro. Richard Bull, the Provincial Grand Secretary, was an en- 
thusiast in Craft work from the dav of his initiation until that of 
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his death. In after years he became one of the expert workers of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada and, being an extensive reader of Masonic 
literature, was recognized as an authority on matters of ritual. 

W. Bro. Richard Watson was a pubHsher of Toronto, and in his 
day the office of Assistant Grand Secretary was no sinecure. He 
did not hold his honors long, for in 1849 lost his life in the memor- 
able fire which consumed the Cathedral of St. James. 

The office of Provincial Grand Assistant Director of Ceremonies 
was the first office held by Bro. William Mercer Wilson. 

Of the Grand Stewards a prominent brother was the Hon. R. 
S. Jameson, who had been successively Attorney-General and Vice- 
Chancellor of the province, a man of culture and high literary ability. 


CHAPTER LIX. 

The Second Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge 

OF Canada West, 1845. 

The Grand Lodge met again pursuant to adjournment in No- 
vember of 1845, being called together by the following summons, 
signed by W. Bro. Richard Watson, the Assistant Grand Secretary, 
or as he was otherwise known, Corresponding Pro\ancial Grand 
Secretary." The summons reads: 

To the W. Master, Wardens and Brethren: 

You are hereby summoned to cause your lodge to be represented in the 
Provincial Grand Lodge, to be holden at the City of Toronto, on Tuesday, the 
4lh day of November next, at 3 o'clock p.m. 

The representation should consist of the worshipful master, wardens and 
past Masters of your lodge. The delegates are required to bring with them the 
warrant under which you work, the minute book, a copy of the by-laws and 
their respective jewels. 

By order of the Rt. W. Pro. G. M., 

Richard Watson, Cor. P. G. S. 

Toronto, 9th October, 5845. 

The printed and official minutes do not give any particulars other 
than that of routine. 

From Aug^vist to November V. W. Bro. Ridout, as Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, and V. W. Bro. Bull, as Provincial Grand 
Secretary, were fully occupied in arrang-ing for the affiliation of the 
subordinate lodg:es with the new Provincial Grand Lodge. In this 
they were successful to quite an extent, although the lodges which had 
been estabhshed by the Grand Lodge of Ireland refused to come in 
under the warrant of the newly established provincial body. 
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It will be remembered that in 1842-44, R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips, 
of Brockville, had revived the Provincial Grand Lodge, and by con- 
ventions held at Smith's Falls, Carleton Place and at Kingston, had 
opened a new body styled The Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada 

At a meeting called at Kingston in 1844 V. W. Bros. Turquand 
and Dean, the old Provincial Grand Secretaries, had protested against 
the action of R. W. Bro. Phillips, claiming that he had no right to 
assemble a Provincial Grand Lodge. Bro. Phillips, however, had in- 
sisted on that right, as he had been made a Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master in 1S22 by R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, the Provincial 
Grand Master of the second Provincial Grand Lodge at York (To- 
ronto). 

W. Bro. Watson, immediately after the meeting of the provincial 
body at Hamilton, had corresponded with every section of the pro- 
vince, so as to make the Provincial Grand Lodge as strong and in- 
fluential as possible. One of his letters was addressed to R. W. Bro. 
Z. Phillips. In this letter, a copy of which has not been preserved, 
there can be no doubt that Bro. Phillips was charged informally with 
being at the head of a schismatic body, the organization against which 
Bros. Turquand and Dean protested in 1844, when assembled at 
Kingston. Whether Bro. Phillips had been invited to attend the 
first meeting in August is not known. He certainly had an invitation 
to attend the second meeting in November at Toronto. He was un- 
able to be present in person, but, nevertheless, he defended his posi- 
tion, and in a clear and statesmanlike manner, and one truly Masonic, 
d< nied that he had made any innovations in the plan of Masonry, re- 
views the appointment of all Grand Masters from early times, and 
points out that no supreme authority ever granted a warrant in Upper 
Canada, prior to that of the Duke of Athol to R. W. Bro. Wm. Jarvis, 
except one specially granted by the Duke of Kent to his father and 
others to hold a private or subordinate lodge. This lodge was said to 
have met near Maitland, Upper Canada, early in 1790. 

The printed minutes contain no reference to the letter, nor any 
evidence that Bro. Phillips was disciplined by the Provincial Grand 
Lodge. When the fact is considered that no more active Mason ever 
lived in Canada- — one who gave his time almost entirely to the work 
— it does seem at this date rather unfraternal to discipline a brother 
through whose exertions the original Grand Lodge of 182:2 was 
organized, and who received recognition of his services from R. W. 
Bro. McGillivray, when he was Provincial Grand Master. R. W. Bro. 
Phillips had a better claim for position than any Mason in 1845, for 
he was the only Deputy Provincial Grand Master in the province at 
that time, and was the legitimate successor of R. W. Bro. Robert Kerr 
and James Fitzgibbon. The letter of Bro. Phillips reads : 

Brockville, October 25th, 1845. 

Sir and Brother : — 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 8th inst., which lay some 
time in the post office. I felt much surprised to hear that a formal complaint 
had been made against me, for illegal working contrary to the constitution of 
the Grand Lodge of England, but I have not been informed who made the 
complaint, which, I believe, is usual in such cases; neither have I received 
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any official notice that Sir Allan N. MacNab had been appointed Grand Master 
of Upper Canada by the Earl of Zetland. It is true that I had heard rumours 
of his appointment. It will be out of my power to attend your Grand Lodge 
at Toronto on the first Tuesday in November next, in consequence of a severe 
injury received by me on the 13th of May last, having had my right arm, my 
collar-bone, and three of my ribs broken, from which I have never recovered. 
With respect to my illegal working, I do not know in what it consists. I feel 
quite confident in my own mind, that for thirty-eight years past, since I became a 
Mason, I have not knowingly or advisedly violated any one of the Ancient Land- 
marks of the Order. It is true that I may have entertained different views, or 
put a different construction on some parts of the Ancient Constitutions of Ma- 
sonry, to what some of my Alasonic brethren may have done. I feel quite sure 
that upon an investigation of my Masonic acts, I shall be exonerated from the 
charge of illegal working by at least nine-tenths of my brethren in all Canada. 
What I have done I have done on strict Masonic principles, and having numer- 
ous precedents in the Ancient Constitutions of the Order. I believe it is not 
in the power of any man, or any body of men, to make innovations in Masonry. 
You must be well aware that in 1663, the Earl of St. Albans was elected Grand 
Master, when you will find the following regulations were made, viz.: — That 
in future the said fraternity shall be regulated and governed by our Grand 
Master, and as many wardens as the society shall think fit to appoint. In 
1666, Sir Christopher Wren was appointed Deputy under his Lordship; in 
1685, the Karl of Arlington dying, the lodges met in communication and elected 
Sir Christopher Wren Grand Master. On the accession of George the First, 
see book of Constitutions. 1738, page 108, the Masons in London and its en- 
virons, finding themselves neglected by Sir Christopher Wren, and their annual 
meetings discontinued, resolvpd to cement vmder a new Grand Master. With 
this view, the lodges at the Goose and Gridiron, St. Paul's Churchyard, the 
Crown, in Parker's Lane, near Drury Lane, the Apple-tree Tavern, in Charles 
Street, Covent Garden, and the Rummer and Grapes Tavern. Channel Row, 
Westminster, the only four lodges in the south of England at this time, 
met at the Apple-tree Tavern in February 171 7. and constituted themselves 
into a Grand Lodge pro tern., and on the -24th June, 1717, in the third year 
of the reign of George the First, they elected Mr. Anthony Sayer, Grand 
Master of Masons, for the ensuing year. From these four lodges the Grand 
Lodge of England derive their authority (see book of Constitutions, 1738. 
etc.). One of the above-named lodges, St. Paul's, is now the Lodge of An- 
tiquity, of London, and not under the control of the Grand Lodge of England. 
The Earl of Crawford was the first Grand Master who ever made the first en- 
croachment on the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Alasons in the City of 
York, by constituting two lodges within their district, and by granting 
three dispensations without their consent, one for Lancashire, a second for 
Durham, and a third for Northumberland. I^ook at the book of Constitutions, 
published in 1738, page 195. After inserting a list of Provincial Grand Mas- 
ters appointed for different places abroad, it is there expressed: *' All these 
foreign lodges are under the patronage of our Grand Master of England: but 
the old lodge at York City, and the lodges of Scotland, Ireland, France and 
Italy, affecting independency, are under their own Grand Masters, etc." You 
will see that two distinct Grand Lodges were in operation for a great number of 
years. When I was made, I was made an Ancient York Mason, under the 
authority of the Duke oT Athol, which was the first authority ever in Upper 
Canada, wi£h the exception of a warrant granted by his late Royal Highness, 
the Duke of Kent, to my father and others, to hold a private or subordinate 
lodge. We have frequently petitioned the Grand Lodge of England to grant 
a charter for a continued and permanent Grand Lodge, and sent them money, 
£30 OS. od,, which they acknowledged to have received, but have never granted 
the prayer of our petition. For twenty years we have had no Masonic head, 
nor anyone to look up to for Masonic instruction. In consequence of the 
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great neglect of the Grand Lodge of England, or some of its officers, the in- 
terests of Masonry in this country have not been attended to. We, therefore, 
on the 6th day of February, 1844, constituted and formed ourselves into a 
Grand Lodge. (See printed papers Nos. i and 2.) It never was our wish to 
separate from the Grand Lodge of England, nor is it our wish at the present 
time. We still wish to be under her patronage, and if a union could take place 
on fair and just Masonic principles, we should be most happy. As to the ap- 
pointment of Sir Allan N. Mac Nab, as the head of the Craft in Upper Canada, 
I am quite sure it would give general satisfaction. Speaking individually, there 
is not a man on the continent of America for whom I entertain a higher regard, 
as a Mason, a subject, and a gentleman. If he will appoint a time and some 
central place on his return frotn England, and give me notice in time, I will 
notify the lodges and members of the fraternity under my jurisdiction, and we 
will meet and endeavour to settle all differences, and unite under him all 
lodges in this part of the province. For my own part, I have no wish for a 
division. All the lodges in Upper Canada must be taken into consideration. 
I send you one of our Constitutions and a couple of printed papers, for the 
information of Sir Allan. I should like to hear from yovi on the receipt of 
this at your earliest convenience. 

I have the honour to be. Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 

ZiBA M. Phillips, 

Grand Master Upper Canada. 
To Richard Watson. Cor. Sec'y. P. G. L., U. C, etc., Toronto. 

At the meeting- in November neither R. W. Bro. MacNab, 
P.G.M., nor R. W. Bro, Thomas G Ridout, P.D.G.M., was present, 
and the Provincial Grand Lodg-e was, therefore, presided over b}' V. W. 
Bro. Richardson. The minutes read : 

" At an especial Grand Lodge, held at Toronto, on Tuesday, the 4th day 
of November, 1845. 

PRESENT : 

W. Bro. Francis Richardson, P.S.G.W., as Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, in the chair. 

W- Bro. Robert McClure, as P. S. G. W. 
" Bro. Morris, as P. J. G. W. 
" Bro. Richard Bull, P. G. Sec. 

W. Bro. Richard Watson. Assist. P. G. Sec. 

Bro. William Gunn, as P. S. Grand Deacon, 

Bro. C. H. Webster, P. J. Grand Deacon. 

W. Bro. J. G. Fitzgibbon, P. G. Director Ceremonies. 
"W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, assist. P. G. Dir. Cer. 
" Bro. Thomas Halliwell, as P. G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. William A. Campbell, S. B. Campbell, R. O. Duggan. P. G. 
Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison, Prov. Grand Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form, and with solemn 
prayer, at 2 o'clock p.m. 

The minutes of the Provincial Grand Lodge, held on the gth day of 
August last, were read, and confirmed. 

The committee appointed to frame by-laws for the government of this 
Provincial Grand Lodge presented their report, which was received and 
adopted. 

''At 8 o'clock p.m. the Provincial Grand Lodge adjourned until 11 o'clock 
a.m., of the 5th of November, and closed in form with solemn prayer." 

The official minutes do not afford much information. They con- 
tinue as follows : 
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Wednesday, Sth November, 1845. 

IlSr PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE RK- ASSEMBLED. 

" The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form, and with solemn 
prayer, at 9 o'clock a.m. 

A committee was appointed to examine the minute books and by-laws of 
the several lodges under the jurisdiction of this Provincial Grand Lodge. 
The following committee was appointed for the above purpose : — 

" R. W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout, W. Bro. Francis Richardson, W, 
Bro. Sir Richard Bonnycastle, W. Bro. Robert McClure, W. Bro. Alexander 
Burnside, W. Bro. Richard Watson. 

*- A communication from Brother H. O'Reilly, Provincial Grand Sword 
Bearer, tendering his resignation of that office, was read. 

'* A copy of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of the State of New 
York was received, and ordered to be suitably acknowledged. 

" The Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in form at 3 o'clock, p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

(Signed) Richard Bull, 

** Prov. Grand Secretary." 

This closed the proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge for 
1845. Its first six months of existence had been uneventful, but judg- 
ing by the work of the lodges, the organization seemed to be slowly 
gaining ground. 


CHAPTKR LX. 

The Third Communication of the Grand Lodge of Canada 

West at Toronto, 1846. 

The semi-annual or half-yearly communication for 1846 was held 
at Toronto in June. 

In 1845 Brother Francis Richardson, the Provincial Grand 

Senior Warden, had presided iti the absence of the Provincial Grand 
Master. This year R. W. Brother Thomas Gibbs Ridout, the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, occupied the chair. At this meeting the 
by-laws were adopted, regulations made for the amount of fees to be 
paid to the Grand Lodge by the private lodges, resolutions were 
passed ensuring the payment of a salary to the Provincial Grand Sec- 
retary and the Grand Tyler; a committee was appointed to inspect 
the minute books of the several lodges and prepare a code of instruc- 
tions, and provision was also made for the appointment of a Grand Lec- 
turer to visit the lodges, such an officer as the District Deputy Grand 
Master being then unknown among Grand Lodge officials. 

For this meeting a lengthy summons was issued, containing a 
reference to the various matters that would be brought before the 
brethren. A copy sent to the W. M. of Mount Moriah lodge, Lon- 
don, reads : 

" Hamilton. 25th May, 1846. 

" Worshipful Sir and Brethren : 

" You are hereby summoned to cause your lodge to be represented in 
the Provincial Grand Lodge, to be holden at the city of Toronto, on Monday, 
the 29th day of June next, at 12 o'clock noon. 
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The representation should consist of the Worshipful Master, Wardens 
and Past Masters of your lodge. The delegates are required to bring with 
them the warrant under which the lodge works, the minute book, register 
book, by-laws, and their respective jewels. 

" You are also required to transmit to the Provincial Grand Secretary, at 
Toronto, at least fourteen days previous to the above meeting, the names and ad- 
ditions of all subscribing members of your lodge, with the date of their initia- 
tion, passing and raising, and the name and addition of any joining member, 
together with the name of the lodge to which he formerly belonged, and a 
detailed statement of the fees charged by your lodge for each degree. 

I am further authorized to inform you that the committee appointed at 
the last meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, to frame by-laws for the 
government of said lodge, propose to recommend the following articles, which 
relate to the establishment of fees to be paid by the different lodges under this 
jurisdiction, for the formation of a fund to be applied to charitable and other 
Masonic purposes, viz. : 

Article I. — Every member of the Provincial Grand Lodge shall pay, half- 
yearly, into the fund of the same, 2s. 6d. 'currency ; and the same sum on default 
of attendance at 3,ny half-yearly meeting, without such excuse as the Provincial 
Grand Lodge may admit to be reasonable. 

*' Article II. — Every member of a constituted lodge, under the jurisdiction 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge, shall pay 7%d. quarterly to the benevolent 
fund of the same. 

Article III. — Every regular lodge, conferring the benefits of Masonry 
upon any individual, shall pay 6s. 3d. currency, and every regular lodge ad- 
mitting any brother as a member of their body shall pay the sum of is. 3d. 
currency for registering such newly admitted or joining brother in the books 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

Article IV. — No charter or dispensation for holding a lodge of Masons 
shall be granted for a less sum than 50 dollars (£6 ris. 3d. currency, of which 
sum — is payable to the Grand Lodge of England); and not then unless the 
petition for such warrant or dispensation come recommended by the officers of 
the lodge nearest to the place where the new one is to be erected. 

" Article V. — The several fees mentioned in the preceding articles, I, 2, 
and 3, are payable to the Provincial Grand Lodge, exclusive of those required 
by the Grand Lodge of England, viz: — 6d. sterling per quarter to the fund of 
benevolence; los. 6d. sterling for registering any Mason made within this 
jtirisdiction; 2s. 6d. sterling for every joining member; and 7s. 6d. sterling for 
a Grand Lodge certificate. 

Article VI. — Every lodge under this jurisdiction must make an annual 
payment to the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, of the several fees due to the 
Provincial Grand Lodge and to the Grand Lodge of England, as above speci- 
fied, at least one month prior to the regular communication in November. 

By order of the Rt W. Deputy Pro. G. M. 

Richard Bull, 

P. G. Secretary/' 

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens, and Brethren of Mount Moriah Lodge. 
London." 

It must be admitted that the agenda paper was voluminous. 
The subjects dealt with, however, showed that the ofificers of the Pro- 
vincial body were determined to have it thoroughly organized and to 
give it a business character. 

This meeting was held in the rooms of St, Andrew's lodge, To- 
ronto, in Turton's Buildings, King street west, afterwards known as 
Lamb's Hotel. A full complement of officers was present, including 
the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, R, W. Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, 
The minutes of the proceedings read : 
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** At a half-yearly communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge, holdeu 
at Toronto, on Monday, the 29th day of June, 1846. 

present: 

" R. W. Bro. Thomas Ridout. Deputy Provincial Grand Master, in the 
Chair, 

W. Bro. Francis Richardson, P. S. G. W. 

Bro. George Ridout, as P. J. G. W. 

W. Bro, S. C. Richardson, Prov. Grand Treasurer. 

Bro. Richard Bull, Prov. Grand. Sec'y- 

W. Bro. Robert McClure, P. S. G. Deacon. 

W. Bro. C. H. Webster, P, J, G. Deacon. 

W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, Assist. P. G. Direc. Cer. 

Bro. H. B. Wilson, P. G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. The Hon. R. S. Jameson, Prov. Grand Steward. 

Bro. John Morrison, Prov. Grand Tyler, 

The Master, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges. 
The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form at t o'clock p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

The minutes of the last especial meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
were read, and confirmed. 

*' The committee appointed to frame by-laws for the Government of the 
Prov. G. S. presented their second report which was received, when it was 
resolved unanimously that the by-laws and regulations adopted at the last 
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge be rescinded; whereupon it was 

Resolved unanimously, that the second report of the committee be 
adopted. 

The committee then made their report relating to fees to be paid to the 
P. G. Lodge, which was received: 

" Whereupon it was resolved unanimously, that the report relating to fees 
be adopted. 

At 5 o'clock p.m., the lodge adjourned until 7 o'clock p.m., and closed 
in form with solemn prayer." 

This communication was more important than any that preceded 
it. The instructions to delegates to bring* with them the warrant 
under which the lodge works " was given with the idea that all lodges 
should be brought under the jurisdiction of Kngland, and that changes 
in the Knglish and also in the Provincial notation might be made. 

At this meeting the per capita tax of five shillings currency, equal 
to one dollar of Dominion currency, was adopted, while a provincial 
benevolent ftmd was to be established by a payment of two shillings 
and sixpence currency per year from each member of every subor- 
dinate lodge. The fee payable to Grand Lodge for initiation was 
six shillings and three pence currency, and for affiliation one shilling 
and three pence currency. A dispensation and warrant were to cost 
$50, or £6 IIS. 3d. currency, and the fees to the Grand Lodge at 
London were to be two shillings and sixpence sterling, or 62^^c. 
per year to the charity fund; ten shillings and sixpence for every ini- 
tiation; two shillings and sixpence for each affiliation, and seven 
shillings and sixpence sterling for a Grand Lodge certificate. So that 
the Grand Lodge at London would receive about $5 from the sub- 
ordinate lodges for each initiation. 

The business of this meeting necessitated an evening session oi 
which the minutes read: 
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Monday, 29th June, 1846. 

IN PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE RE-ASSEMBLED, 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form, at 7 o'clock p.m., 
with solemn prayer. 

Resolved unanimously, that no private lodge shall receive and act upon 
the petition of any applicant for initiation or admission, whose residence may 
be nearer some other lodge under this jurisdiction than that to which applica- 
tion is made, without the consent of such nearest lodge; nor act upon the 
petition of any one who has at any time before been rejected. 

Resolved unanimously, that the Secretary and Tyler of this Provincial 
Grand Lodge be remunerated for their services; and that the sum of £25 be 
paid to the Provincial Grand Secretary, and the sum of £12 los. be paid to the 
Provincial Grand Tyler, for the year etiding November 9th, 1846. 

'* The following brethren were appointed a committee for auditing the 
Treasurer's accounts: — 

W. Brother Francis Richardson, W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, W Bro. Robert 
McClure, W. Bro. C. H. Webster. 

A communication was read from the Provincial Grand Secretary of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge for the District of Montreal and William Henry, 
stating that the Hon. Peter McGill was appointed Provincial Grand Master 
for these districts, by the M. W, the Grand Master of Kngland. 

'* ResoK ed unanimously, that the committee appointed to inspect the 
minute books and by-laws of the several lodges under this jurisdiction be in- 
structed to prepare and present a report thereon, at the next meeting of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge; and that they also be instructed to prepare a code of 
instructions for the keeping of minute books, to be presented at the same time, 
for the approval of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

** Bro. Henry Sullivan and Bro. the Hon. Robert Sullivan were added to 
the committee. 

At 9 o'clock p.m. the Provincial Grand Lodge was adjourned until 10 
o'clock a.m., of the 30th June, and closed in form with solemn prayer," 

The resolution passed regarding the initiation of candidates by 
lodges when the applicants were outside of the jurisdiction of the par- 
ticular lodge which had been applied to, is the first note sounded by 
the provincial body in early days on the vexed question of infringe- 
ment of jurisdiction. 

The evening session did not give sufficient time to conclude the 
business of the Provincial Grand Lodge, so another adjournment 
was made until 

TuEsnAY, 30th June. 1846. 

IN PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE RE-ASSEMBLED. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form at 10 o'clock a.m 
The committee appointed to audit the Provincial Grand Treasurer's ac- 
counts presented their report, which was received and adopted. 

The report of this committee gives two important items of in- 
formation not recorded in the official minutes, viz. : the fact that St. 
George's lodge. No. 791, No. 15, P.R., at St. Catharines, and 

St. John's lodge, No. 779, E.R., No. 12, P.R., at Grand River, and 
Zetland lodge, No. 790, E.R., No. 14, P.R., at Toronto, had received 
warrants. 

The difficulty of securing uniformit3^ of work and prc^per in- 
struction by the lodgfes was being felt, and the decision to appoint 
a Grand Lecturer w^as in line with the procedure in the jurisdictions 
south of the lake. The report reads : 
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REPORT. 

Dr. £ s d 

Hugh Scobie I 3 io% 

Watson & Stanton ^ 3 4^ 

G. P. Bull I 9 o 

F. Thomas o 6 

Due to Grand Lodge of England for three warrants iQ i3 9 

To balance, being the amount of the funds in the hands of the^ 

Provincial Grand Treasurer, on the 30th June, 1846 "34 i4 i 


£59 16 7 

Cr. s d 

Balance from Bro. T. G. Ridout, Treasurer of the last Provincial 

Grand Lodge 22 6 7 

Cash for dispensation and warrant from St. George's Lodge, St. 

Catharines 12 10 o 

Cash for dispensation and warrant from St. John's Lodge, York, 

Grand River 12 10 o 


Cash for dispensation and warrant from Zetland Lodge, Toronto. . 12 10 o 


£59 16 7 

Resolved unanimously, that the R. W. Deputy Provincial Grand Master 
be authorized to appoint a Lecturer, for the purpose of visiting and instructing 
the different lodges under this jurisdiction in an uniform method of working. 

" The R. W. Deputy Provincial Grand Master ordered an especial Grand 
Lodge to be holden in the City of Toronto, on Tuesday, the 4th day of August, 
at 12 o'clock, a.m. 

" The Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in form, at i o'clock p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

" (Signed> Richard Bull, 

Prov. Grand Secretary/' 


CHAPTER LXI. 

A Special Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, Held at Toronto, in August of 1846. 

For the especial meeting- of the Grand Lodge, held on the 4th 
of August, 1846, a summons was issued, but the particular object of 
calling this emergent communication is not given. The summons 
reads : 

Hamilton, July 3rd, 1846. 

Worshipful Sir and Brethren: 

" You are hereby summoned to cause your lodge to be represented in the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, at an especial meeting, to be holden 
at the City of Toronto, on Tuesday, the fourth day of August next, at 12 
o'clock noon. 

I am directed to call your particular attention to the following extract 
from the minutes of the Provincial Grand Lodge, held in the City of Toronto, 
on the 29th day of June last. 

HxTRACT. — • No lodge shall receive and act upon the petition of any 
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applicant for initiation or admission, whose residence may be nearer some 
other lodge under this jurisdiction, than that to which application is made, 
without the consent of such nearest lodge — nor act upon the petition of any 
one who has at any time been rejected, except all the members should be pre- 
sent who acted in the instance of the rejection. 
' By order of the R. W. the D. P. G. M. 

' Richard Bull, 

* Prov. G, Secretary/ 

" N.B. — You are requested to forward to the Cor. Sec, at Toronto, a copy 
of the by-laws and the minute book of your lodge, for the inspection of the 
committee/' 

The especial meeting of the 4th August was no doubt intended 
to discuss the form of entry " and other matters in connection with 
the government of the private lodges. The following circular was 
sent out after the meeting to the lodges, and also the forms, which 
it was intended each lodge should follow in recording minutes, etc. 

Toronto, 12th August, 1846. 

Worshipful Sir and Brother: — 

I beg to call your attention to the following resolution, which was un- 
animously adopted at a special meeting of the P. G. Lodge for Canada West, 
held at Toronto, on Tuesday, the 4th day of August, 1846. 

It was moved by W. Bro. P. S. G. Warden, Francis Richardson, and 
seconded by Bro. P. S. G. Deacon, Robert McClure, That 100 copies of the 
forms of entry in the minute books of private lodges as recommended in the 
report of the committee appointed to examine the minute books and by-laws of 
the several lodges under this jurisdiction, and adopted by the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, be printed under the direction of the committee ; that a copy be sent to 
the master of every private lodge under this jurisdiction; and that each master 
be instructed to cause the forms to be adopted in his own lodge. 

I have the honour to, Sir, and brother. 

Yours fraternally, 

Rtcharo ^Watson, 

** Cor. Prov. G. Secretary.'* 

forms of entry 

In the minute books of private lodges, recommended for adoption by the com- 
mittee appointed to examine the minute books and by-laws 
of the several lodges under this jurisdiction. 
* For the sake of distinction, there should be a line left blank between each 
minute. 

Minutes of the regular monthly meeting or of a meeting of emergency, 
for , (specifying the purpose for which it is called) Lodge 

held at on the day of — 5846. 

present: 

Br. , W. M. Br. , S. D. 

, P. M. " , J. D. 

. S. W. Dir. Cer. 

J. w. — Steward. 

, Treas. — , Steward. 

, Sec. , I. Guard. 

, Chaplain " , Tyler. ^ 

The names of all members present. 

" Each lodge should keep a book outside the lodge room, for members 
to enter their names as they arrive, which the tyler should see done before he 
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gives notice of their being present. The secretary, when copying his rough 
minutes, will see the names there recorded duly entered. 

The names of visiting brethren, with the names of the lodges to which 
they do or have belonged. 

The names of all visitors should be entered on a book kept for that pur- 
pose; and it must be borne in mind that no brother, unless he be a subscribing 
member to some regular lodge, can be permitted to visit any lodge more than 
once during his secession from the Craft. This latter regulation is ordered in 
the book of constitution. 

Minute of Opening Lodge. 

The lodge was opened in the degree, at (stating the exact 

time). 

The minutes of the last regular meeting (and the subsequent emergen- 
cies, if any,) were read and confirmed (or otherwise). 

" It is not proper to read the minutes of lodge proceedings, except on the 
regular nights of meeting, when the minutes of the previous regular meeting, 
and of subsequent emergencies, should be read and put for confirmation. 

It is desirable that the secretary of each lodge should keep a rough min- 
ute book, on which to enter the proceedings of the lodge as they occur; and 
afterw^ards, when fairly copied, the minutes of each meeting should be signed 
by the secretary, and when confirmed, by the Master. 

" Minute of Ballot. 

The ballot was taken for Mr. , candidate for initiation, and 

declared unanimously in his favour. 

The above form applies when two or three black balls are required to 
exclude a candidate, and when there are no black balls in the ballot box. If 
there be any black balls in the ballot box, but not sufficient to exclude, then 
the ballot must be declared ' in favour,' as will also be the case if the ballot 
box be clear, where only one black ball excludes. 

" In cases where the ballot is unfavourable it is to be declared ' against 
the candidate.* 

'* The same forms will apply to joining members, substituting the term 
^ Br./ in the place of ' Mr./ and the words * to become a member,' in the 
place of ' for initiation/ 

'* For e\^ery ballot there must be a separate minute." 

Minute of the Proposal of Candidates. 

" It was moved by Br. , and seconded by Br. , that Mr. 

be ballotted for at our next regular meeting for initiation into the 
mysteries of Masonry. Motion carried (or lost, as the case may be). 

The same form is to be used for joining members, substituting the term 
* Br/ in the place of * Mr./ and * to become a member ' in the place of ' for 
initiation, &c., &c/ 

Minute Ordering Payment of Accounts. 

" In the case of accounts against the lodge, after their being read, the 
question for payment shall be put; and if the majority of members present are 
in favour thereof, the entry will run thus: — 

" The sum of was ordered to be paid to Mr. 

The Master of a Lodge cannot give an order for the payment of any sum 
of money, without first obtaining the consent of the lodge; nor can he incur 
any expense on account of the lodge, unless he first obTain permission from 
the members present in open lodge, at a regular meeting. 

" MiNpTE OF Reports. 

On the presentment of reports by committees, the Master shall in each 
case put the question, on motion duly made and seconded, whether the report 
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shall be received. If the vote be in favour of its reception, the Master shall 
then put the question, on motion duly made and seconded, whether the report 
shall be adopted; if adopted, the entry on the minute book will run thus: 

The committee presented their report which was received and 

adopted. 

In the case of reports from benevolent and audit committees, the period 
of time to which the report refers must be specified; in all other cases the 
entry must be sufficiently distinct to explain, without referring to the minutes 
of any previous meeting, the purpose for which the committee was appointed." 
" Minute of Closing Lodge in one Degree and Opening 
IN Another. 

The lodge was closed in harmony in the degree, at o'clock, and 

opened in the degree at o'clock (as the case may be).'* 

Minute Relating to the 
Initiation of Candidates. 

Br. and Br. were appointed a board of trial, to put the 

necessary questions to Mr. , a candidate for initiation (or if more than 

one. stating their names, and calling them candidates for initiation). 

A separate entry of each name is unnecessary. 
*' The board of trial having reported that Mr, (or if more than one, 

stating their names), had answered the necessary questions to their satisfac- 
tion, and that he (or they) had paid the fees on account of his (or their) initia- 
tion: he was then (or they were then severally) initiated into the first degree 
of Masonry. 

" By the book of constitution, the lowest initiation fee that can be taken 
is £4 I2s. currency; this sum including the fee for registering the candidate's 
name on the books of the Grand Lodge of England. 

The lodge in which the candidate is initiated is obliged by the constitu- 
tion to provide him with a Grand Lodge Certificate. 
" Minute Relating to Passing and Raising. 

In the case of passing, the lodge must be opened in the first degree; and 
in the case of raising, the lodge must be opened in the second degree. 

Candidates for the second degree are to be examined by the Master in 
the first degree, in a lodge open in that degree; and candidates for the third 
degree are to be examined by the Master in the second degree, in a lodge 
open in that degree; and must be declared by the members present worthy of 
preferment before they can be advanced. 

" This examination in open lodge is expressly ordered in the book of con- 
stitution. 

" The minutes will be as follows: 

" Br. (or Brs.) was (or were) examined by the W. Master (in what- 

ever degree it may be), and directed to retire. 

" The candidate (or candidates) having been found worthy of prefer- 
ment, the lodge was closed in the first (or second) degree, and opened in the 
second (or third) degree. 

Br. (or Brs.) was then (or were then severally) passed to the 

degree of Fellow-Craft (or raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason). 

" In every case the fees incident to each degree should be received by the 
secretary, prior to the introduction of candidates for the purpose of receiving 
the degree on account of which the fee is demanded. 
" Minute of Letters Aooressed to 
-THE Secretary or Master. 

" The minutes of all letters received by the Secretary or Master should be 
sufficiently distinct to enable their purport to be understood by referring to the 
entry on the minute book. 

" In cases where the communication is considered of sufficient importance 
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to be copied on the minute book, the copy must be made only on motion duly 
made and seconded; which motion must be carried by a majority of members 
present." 

MiJsruTE OF Calling from Labour to Refreshment. 

" The lodge was called from labour to refreshment for the space 
of which having partaken, it was again called to labour. " 

" Minute of Closing. 

" The lodge was closed in harmony in the degree at o'clock, 

(stating the exact time). 

, Secretary, 

" Confirmed in open Lodge, 
(Date of confirmation.) 

, Master." 

These " model minutes " were as necessary in the days of 1846 as 
they are in those of 1896. As a guide to the officers of lodges they 
were a success, for the minute books from 1846-50 show that an 
attempt was made to follow the forms laid down. 

This " especial or emergent " meeting was of brief duration, 
and after transacting routine business and adopting the forms of entry 
Grand Lodge closed. The minutes read: 

At an especial Provincial Grand Lodge, holden at Toronto, on Tuesday, 
the 4th day of August, 1846, 

present: 

" R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Provincial Grand Master, in 
the chair. 

W. Bro. Francis Richardson, P. G. S. W. 
W, Bro. Alexander Burnside, as P. G. J. W. 

ro. Richard Bull, Provincial Grand Secretary. 
Bro. T, Corry, as P. G. S. Deacon. 
Bro. J. Wormecott, as P. G. J. Deacon. 
W. Bro. H. Sullivan, as Prov. Grand Sword Bearer. 
W, Bro. Donald McLean, as Prov. Grand Tyler. 
The Masters. Past Masters, and Wardens ol several lodges. 
" The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form, at i o'clock p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication were read and con- 
firmed. 

Resolved unanimously, that a committee be appointed to frame the neces- 
sary instructions for the guidance of brethren appointed to carry out article 
24 of the by-laws of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The committee appointed to examine the minute books and by-laws of 
the several lodges under this jurisdiction, presented their report, which was 
received and adopted. 

" Resolved unanimously, that the recommendations contained in the above 
report be communicated to the several lodges, and that they be instructed to 
act upon them forthwith. 

" Resolved unanimously, that 100 copies of the forms of entry in the minute 
books of private lodges, as recommended in the report of the committee, and 
this day adopted by the Provincial Grand Lodge, be printed, under the direc- 
lion of the committee; and that a copy be sent to the Master of every private 
lodge under this jurisdiction, and each Master be instructed to cause these 
forms to be adopted in his own lodge. 

"The Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in form, at 5 o'clock, p.m.. with 
solemn prayer. 

" (Signed) Richard Bull, 

Prov. Grand Secretary." 
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CHAPTER LXII. 

The Fourth Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, Held at Toronto in November, 1846. 

The fourth half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge was 
held in Turton's buildings on King street west, Toronto, on the 19th 
November, 1846. The business was routine and yet there were some 
changes in the management of the Grand Lodge. The reader will 
remember that under the rules of the provincial body all appointments 
were made by the Provincial Grand Master, or in his absence, his 
deputy. 

The Provincial Grand Master was not present, but R. W. Bro. 
Ridout presided in his stead. The minutes read : 

At a half-yearly communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge, holden 
at Toronto, on Thursday, the 19th day of November, 1846- 

present: 

" R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Provincial Grand Master, in 
the chair. 

" W. Bro. Francis Richardson, P. G. S. W. 

" Bro. Alexander Burnside, as P. G. J. W. 

" W. Bro. S. C. Richardson, Prov. Grand Treasurer. 

Bro. Richard Bull, Prov. Grand Secretary. 
" W. Bro. Richard Watson, Assist. Prov. Grand Secretary. 
" W. Bro. Robert McCIure, P. G. S. Deacon, 
" W. Bro. C, H. Webster, P. G. J. Deacon. 
" Bro. H. B. Willson, Prov. Grand Sword Bearer. 
" Bro. W. A. Campbell, Prov. Grand Steward. 

Bro. John Morrison, Prov. Grand Tyler. 
" The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form^ at i o'clock p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

** The by-laws of the Provincial Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last especial meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
were read and confirmed. 

" Resolved unanimously, that by-law No. 5, under the head of fees payable 
to the Provincial Grand Lodge, be rescinded, and the following adopted in its 
place: — 

Article 5. The several fees mentioned in Articles i, 2, and 3, are payable to 
the Provincial Grand Lodge, exclusive of the sum of los. 6d. sterling payable to 
the Grand Lodge of England for the registry and certificate of any Mason 
made within the jurisdiction. 

Bro. Alexander Burnside was duly elected to the office of Provincial 
Grand Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

" The R. W. Deputy Provincial Grand Master was pleased to appoint the 
following brethren as officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge for the ensuing 
year, to remain in office until the half-yearly meeting in November, 1847: — 
W^. Bro. Thomas Mercer Jones, P. G. S. W. 
" W. Bro. C. II. Webster, P. G. J. W. 

Bro. Philip MeyerhofTer, Prov, G, Chaplain. 
" W. Bro. Robert McClure, Prov. Grand Registrar. 
W. Bro. Francis Richardson, Prov. Grand Secretary. 
Bro. W. A. Campbell, P. G. S. Deacon. 
32a 
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Bro. S. C- Richardson, P. G. J. Deacon. 
" Bro. Kivas Tully, Prov. Grand Super, of Works. 
" W. Bro. Antrobus Hollwell, Prov. Grand Direc. Cer. 
" Bro. James Henderson, Assist. Prov. Grand Direc. Cer. 
" Bro. Hugh B. Willson, Prov. Grand Sword Bearer. 

"Bro. the S. D. of York Lodge, Grand River; Bro. the S. D. of Zetland 
Lodge, Toronto; Bro. the S. D. of St. Andrew*s Lodge, Toronto; Bro. the 
S. D. of St. John's Lodge. Cobourg; Bro. the S. D. of Western Light Lodge, 
Lloydtown; Bro. the S. D. of St. John's Lodge, Kingston, P. G. Stewards. 
Bro. John Morrison, Prov. Grand Tyler. 

" Resolved unanimously, that 250 copies of the confirmed by-laws be 
printed, for the use of the members of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

" Resolved unanimously, that clothing for the six Provincial Grand 
Stewards be provided by this Provincial Grand Lodge. 

" The Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in form at half-past 4 o'clock 
p.m., with solemn prayer. 

" Francis Richardson, 

Prov. Grand Secretary." 

The changes in the officers were important. Bro, Richard Bull 
resigned his position as Provincial Grand Secretary, and was succeeded 
by V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, whose place as Grand Senior 
Warden was taken by V. W. Bro. Thomas Mercer Jones, of Goderich. 
W. Bro. R. H. Bonnycastle resigned as Grand Junior Warden and 
was replaced by W. Bro. C. H. Webster, who had been Grand Junior 
Deacon. A Grand Chaplain for the first time in the history of this 
organization was appointed in the person of Bro. Phillip V. Meyer- 
hoffer, while Bro. Kivas Tully, whose name appears for the first time 
in the records, was made Provincial Grand Superintendent of Works, 
and Bro, James A. Henderson, Assistant Provincial Grand Director 
of Ceremonies, the same position held in 1845 by W. Bro. William 
Mercer Wilson. Both these brethren were afterwards Grand Masters 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The list of Stewards shows that St. John's lodge. No. 497, E.R., 
No. 5, P.R., at Cobourg, and Western Light lodge, No. 504, E.R., 
No. 7, P.R., at Lloydtown, had affiliated. This closed the work of 
the provincial body for the second year of its existence. 


CHAPTER LXIIL 

The Fiftfi Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, Held at Kingston, 1847. 

As the meetings of the Provincial Grand Lodge came round, so 
the business discussed increased, and through the energy of V. W- 
Bro. Francis Richardson, of Toronto, the Provincial Grand Secretary, 
valuable additions were made to the by-laws, which were drafted under 
his supervision. For the meeting of 1847, ^ general summons was 
issued, submitting certain portions of the by-laws for the considera- 
tion and guidance of the brethren, and the important ruling is an- 
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nounced in the circular, that no proxies can be admitted into Grand 
Lodge/' in accordance with a ruling from the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, to whom the questions of proxies had been submitted. 

The summons also states that the General Committee, that is, 
the Board of General Purposes, would meet at Toronto on the 9th 
June, in anticipation of the regular communication at Kingston on 
the i6th June. The summons reads: 

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF FREEMASONS, CANADA WEST. 
To the Master, Wardens and Brethren of Mount Moriah Lodge, London: 

You are hereby summoned to cause your lodge to be represented at the 
next regular communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge, to be holden in 
the City of Kingston, on Friday, the eleventh day of June ensuing, at noon. 

The representation should consist of the Master, Wardens and Past Mas- 
ters of your lodge, who are required to bring with them the minute book and 
their respective jewels. 

In consequence of the by-laws of the Provincial Grand Lodge not being 
generally distributed, the following articles are submitted for your considera- 
tion and guidance: — • 

Article 10. — No motion for a new law or regulation, or for the alteration 
or repeal of an old one, shall be made until it shall have been proposed in or 
communicated to the general committee, which meets on the Wednesday pre- 
ceding each half-yearly communication, nor until it shall have been handed up 
in writing to the P, G. Master. After having been perused and found by him 
not to contain anything contrary to the ancient landmarks of the Order, the 
motion may be proposed. If seconded, the question shall be put thereon for 
the opinion of the P. G. Lodge. When approved and confirmed, at the next 
ensuing meeting of the P. G. Lodge, it becomes a law. 

Article 15. — Should any lodge Rave neglected to make its returns and pay- 
ments to the P. G- Lodge for the space of one year, the Master, Wardens and 
Past Masters of such lodge shall not be permitted to attend any meeting of 
the P. G. Lodge until such returns and payments shall have been completed. 

Article 16. — No brother shall be permitted to attend the P. G. Lodge as 
Master, Past Master or Warden, until his name and appointment shall have 
been duly returned and transmitted to the P. G. Secretary's office. 

No proxies can be admitted into the P. G. Lodge, but all representatives 
must hold the actual rank by virtue of which they claim to take their seats in 
the P. G. Lodge. 

Article 22. — The officers of all private lodges under the jurisdiction of the 
P. G. Lodge, shall, at every regular communication, deliver an exact list of 
such members as have been made or were admitted by them since the last pre- 
ceding regular communication. 

Article 23. — A general committee, consisting of the present and past P. G. 
Officers, and the Master of every regular lodge, shall meet on the Wednesday 
immediately preceding each half-yearly communication; at which meeting all 
reports and representations from the Rt. W. P. G. Master, or the Board of 
general purposes, or any Board or Committee appointed by the P. G, Lodge, 
shall be read; and any member of the P. G. Lodge intending to make a motion 
therein, or to submit any matter to its consideration, shall, at such general 
committee, state, in writing, the nature of his intended motion or business, 
that the same may be read. No motion or other matter shall be brought into 
discussion in the P. G. Lodge, unless it shall have been previously communi- 
cated to the genera! committee. 

The general committee will sit in the Provincial Grand Lodge Room at 
Toronto, on Wednesday, the ninth day of June, at 4 o'clock p.m. 

By command of the Right Worshipful the Dep. Prov. Grand Master, 

Francis Richardson', 

Provincial Grand Secretary. 


soo 
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The progression of Craft doings for this year is recorded in the 
printed minutes. The Provincial Grand Master was absent during 
the year, the duties of his of¥ice being filled by R. W. Bro. Thos. Gibbs 
Ridout. The records do not furnish a report of the proceedings of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge since reorganization, made by the R. W. 
the Deputy Prov. Grand Master in 1847 to the Grand Lodge of 
England nor the reply of the Grand Secretary of England. These 
documents, were they extant, might explain fully the reason for the 
interregnum in Craft work and the reasons for reorganization. 

It was also resolved that application be made to Parliament for 
an Act of Incorporation in order that the Craft might be enabled to 
hold property for Masonic purposes, but this resolution does not seem 
to have been carried out. 

The proceedings, however, contain a resolution creating by-laws 
relating to a Board of General Purposes, which now for the first time 
is mentioned in the Grand Lodge reports. The minutes read : 

Provincial Grand Lodge for Canada West, Sir Allan Napier MacNab, 
Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, under the authority of the United 
Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of England, the Honour- 
able the Earl of Zetland, &c., &c., &c.. Most Worshipful Master. 

** At a half-yearly communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge, holden at 
Kingston, on Friday and Saturday, the nth and 12th days of June, 1847. 

* present: 

R. W. B. Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Provincial Grand Master, in the 
chair. 

V. W. Br. Thomas Mercer Jones, Prov. Grand Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. C. H. Webster, Prov. Grand Junior Warden. 

Br. the Rev. Francis James Lundy, as Prov. Grand Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Robert McClure, Prov. Grand Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson. Prov. Grand Secretary. 

Br. James Henderson, as Prov. Grand Senior Deacon. 

Br. David Pinkerton, as Prov. Grand Junior Deacon. 

Br. J. B. Hall, as Prov. Grand Director of Ceremonies. 

Br. Archibald J. Macdonald, as Prov. Grand Superintendent of Works. 
Br. W, J. Hinds, as Prov. Grand Pursuivant. 
Br. John S. Smith, Prov. Grand Steward. 
Br. John Morrison, Prov. Grand Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges. 
" The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form, at half-past 12 o'clock 
p.m., with solemn prayer. 

The by-laws of the Provincial Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge were read and confirmed. 

" The R. W. the Deputy Prov. Grand Master was pleased to deliver an 
address to the Provincial Grand Lodge." 

The minutes do not contain any record of this address. It is 
probable that it was not printed, for no copies are in the MSS. 

The Provincial Grand Secretary read a copy of the report of the pro- 
'tf^'ri^^fr ^^^^ Provmcial Grand Lodge, since its re^organization, made by 
the R. W the Deputy Prov. Grand Master, on the loth April, 1847, to the Grand 
Lodge of England, together with the Grand Secretary's reply thereto." 

No copy of this report has been found either in the archives of 
Engrland or in the MSS. in Canada. 
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*' The Prov. Grand Secretary read a copy of a report made by the late R. 
W. Br. Simon McGillivray, Esquire, to his late Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex. M. W. Grand Master, of his proceedings as Provincial Grand Master 
for Upper Canada, in the year 1822/' 

" Resolved. — On motion duly made and seconded — That certain by-laws, 
relating to a Board of General Purposes, be added to the by-laws of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West. 

" Resolved — That the proposed articles to be added to the by-laws of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge be printed and sent to the different lodges. 

" The R. W. the Deputy Prov. Grand Master was pleased to appoint a 
committee to examine the minute books of the several lodges. 

At 6 o'clock p.m., the Provincial Grand Lodge adjourned until 8 o'clock 
p.m., and closed in form, with solemn prayer. 

The question of proxies and dual membership commenced to 
ag-itate the Craft in 1847, and recourse had to be made to England 
for an opinion. 

Frioay, nth June, 1847. 

IN PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE RE- ASSEMBLED. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form, and with solemn 
prayer, at half-past 8 o'clock p.m. 

Resolved — That the question as regards the propriety of the admission of 
proxies, representing Masters of lodges in the Provincial Grand Lodge be 
submitted to the Grand Lodge of England for its decision thereon. 

Resolved — That -the question be submitted to the Grand Lodge of Kng- 
land^ whether a brother can be a member of two or more lodges at the same 
time, and possess the privilege of voting and speaking when present in any of 
them, and of holding office in any one, provided he be not an officer in 
another. 

At 10 o'clock p.m., the Provincial Grand Lodge was adjourned until 11 
o'clock a.m., of the 12th June, and closed in form with solemn prayer. 

The question of infringement of jurisdiction, w^hich had apparently 
been settled m June, 1846, again came up for discussion, consequent 
upon an amendment to the resolution passed in that year. In June, 
1846, by resolution, lodges were permitted to receive applications and 
make Masons by consent of the lodge whose jurisdiction was invaded, 
and lodges were restrained from acting upon a rejected petition un- 
less all who balloted were present at the second ballot. This resolu- 
tion was revoked, and lodges were permitted to initiate those outside 
their jurisdiction, but must refer for information as to the moral char- 
acter and standing of the petitioner. The minutes, therefore, con- 
tinue : 

Saturday, 12th June, 1847. 

IN PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE RE-ASSEMBLED. 

"The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form, at 11 o'clock, a.m., 
with solemn prayer. 

'* Resolved — That the following resolution, adopted by the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, on the 29th day of June, 1846, be rescinded, viz. : — ' No lodge shall 
receive and act upon the petition of any applicant for initiation or admission, 
whose residence may be nearer some other lodge under this jurisdiction than 
that to which application is made, without the consent of such nearest lodge. 
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nor act upon the petition of any one who has at any time been rejected, except 
all the members should be present who acted in the instance of rejection ' ; 
and that the following be adopted in its stead: — * No lodge shall receive and 
act upon the petition of any applicant for initiation or admission, whose resi- 
dence may be nearer some other lodge under this jurisdiction than that to 
which application is made, without referring to such other lodge for informa- 
tion as to the moral character and standing of the petitioner.' " 

Incorporation of the Craft has always been a question for dis- 
cussion, especially prior to 1858. The feeling- has always been that 
it would be inadvisable, and for that reason since the union in 1858, 
no application has ever been made for incorporation. At this meet- 
ing, however, it was resolved : 

That an application be made by this Grand Lodge to the Provincial Par- 
liament, at its next session, for an act of incorporation, to enable subordinate 
lodges in Canada West to hold real estate for Masonic purposes; and that each 
subordinate lodge under this jurisdiction bear a proportion of the expenses in- 
curred in getting said Act passed. 

" The committee appointed to examine the minute books of the several 
lodges made their report, which was received and adopted." 

Following- the Knglish practice — one universal in Knglish and 
Scotch lodges — it was decided that every lodge should have its banner, 
which should not exceed a square yard," and it was, therefore, 

" Resolved — That at the next regular meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and at all meetings thereof hereafter, the representatives of every lodge 
on the registry of the Provincial Grand Lodge shall bring into Grand Lodge 
a suitable banner, which shall not exceed a square yard. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in form at 2 o'clock p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

*'(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

" Provincial Grand Secretary." 

St. Andrew's lodge, Toronto, was the first amongst the lodges of 
that city to introduce the banner. 


CHAPTER LXTV. 

An Especial Communtcatiotst of thk Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, Held at Toronto on the T3TH of August, 
1847. 

The second meeting of the provincial body at Toronto in August 
of 1847 was of interest. The action taken at the last meeting of the 
Grand Lodge in regard to the Board of General Purposes assumed 
shape, and gave to this body its place in guiding the counsels of the 
Craft. 

This especial meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge was held 
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in Toronto on the 13th of August, 1847, it the by-laws for the 

regulation of the Board of General Purposes, which are not given, 
were adopted. The minutes read: 

At an especial Grand Lodge, holden at Toronto, on Friday, the 13th 
day of August, 1847. 

PRESENT : 

" R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Provincial Grand Master, in tfie 
chair. 

W. Br, H, H. Croft, as P. G. S. W. 

V. W. Br. C. H. Webster, P. G. J. W. 

V. W. Br. P. V. MeyerhofTer, P. Grand Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Alexander Burnside,' P, G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Br. Robert McCkire, P. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, P. G. Secretary. 

Br. W. A. Campbell, P. G. S. Deacon. 

Br. M. L. Goodenow, as P. G. J. Deacon. 

Br. Kivas Tully, P. G. Sup. Works. 

Br. Thomas Evans, as P. G. Director of Ceremonies. 
W- Br. Donald McLean, as P. G. Pursuivant. 
Br. John Morrison, P. G. Tyler. 

The Master, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges. 
The by-laws of the Provincial Grand Lodge were read. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form, at 8 o'clock p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, held at Kingston, and containing certain laws relating to a Board of 
General Purposes, were read and confirmed. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in form, at 9 o'clock p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Prov. Grand Secretary. 

After this meeting" of the 13th Aug^ust, 1847, ^ circular was issued 
by the Provincial Grand Secretary, V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, by 
direction of the new Board of General Purposes, containing the names 
of the brethren appointed as members of this, the first board ever 
known in Canada, The circular also provided, in accordance with the 
resolution passed at Kingston, that every lodge shall have a banner 
not less than one square yard when attending Grand Lodge. Tlie 
circular, a copy of which was sent to Mount Moriah lodge, reads : 

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF FREEMASONS, CANADA WEST. 

To the Master, Wardens, and Brethi-en of Mount Moriah Lodge, London, C.W. : 

I am directed by the Board of General Purposes to inform you, that the 
Right Worshipful the Deputy Provincial Grand Master has been pleased to 
appoint the following brethren a Board of General Purposes, viz.: 

W, Bro. Sir R, Bonnycastle, M., St. John's Lodge, Kingston, President. 

W. Bro. Charles Lynes, P.M., St. Andrew's Lodge, Toronto. 

W. Bro. Alexander Gordon, M., Niagara Lodge, Niagara. 

W. Bro. A. B. Hawke, P.M., St. John's Lodge, Kingston. 

W. Bro. H. Fulford, P.M., Belleville Lodge, Belleville. 

W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, M., St. John's Lodge, Simcoe. 

W. Bro. G. Rykert. M.. St. George's Lodge, St. CathaTines. 

W. Bro. H. H. Croft. M.. Zetland Lodge, Toronto. 

W. Bro. W. A. Holwell, P.M., Zetland Lodge, Toronto. 

W. Bro. Florence McCarthy, M., Harmony Lodge, Kitley, 
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W. Bro. Francis Richardson, M., Ionic Lodge, Toronto. 
W. Bro. Richard Watson, P.M., Ionic Lodge, Toronto. 

Also, to communicate the following resolution of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, adopted at the regular communication held at Kingston, on the iith 
and I2th days of June, 1847: 

Resolved unanimously, * That at the next regular meeting of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, and at all subsequent meetings thereof, the representa- 
tive of every lodge on the register of the Provincial Grand Lodge shall bring 
into Grand Lodge a suitable banner, which shall not exceed one square yard/ 

I am also directed by the Board to communicate to you the following 
extracts from a letter, addressed by the Grand Secretary to the Right Worship- 
ful the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Canada West, bearing date the i6tli 
June, 1847, in answer to the following questions, viz.: 

1st. Can an K. A. Mason, or a F. C. speak and vote in their respective 
ledges? 

It has always been held by the Grand Lodge, that every member of a 
lodge has a right to speak on any question relating to its concerns, and by 
sec, 14, p. 24, you will observe that a newly initiated brother immediately be- 
comes a member of the lodge if he so choose. 

" 2nd. Can any but the initiation fee be charged? 

" The lodge may fix its initiation fee as high as it pleases. But it has 
been decided that the lodge in which a brother has been initiated is bound to 
pass and raise him, if he properly qualifies himself; hence I think they cannot 
demand a further fee." 

By order of the Board of General Purposes. 

Francis RicHARDSoisr, 

Provincial Grand Secretary. 

Toronto, August 30th, 1847* 

The circular was merely an issuance of a resolution of Grand 
Lodg^e. The question as to the privileges of an Kntered Apprentice 
and Fellow Craft, arose probably from tlie fact that in these days 
in Canada the business of the lodges was always transacted in the third 
degree. This settled the question in a form which has always been 
adhered to by successive Grand Lodges, 

The second question was perhaps intended to apply more particu- 
larly to members who allowed some time to elapse between the re- 
ceiving of the E. A., F. C. and M. M. degrees, with probably a sug- 
gestion to brothers who affiliated as E. A/s and expected to receive 
without cost the F. C. and M. M. degrees. 

The half-yearly meeting of November, 1847, was marked by no 
event of official importance. 

The death of Bro. Sir Richard Bonnycastle, President of the Board 
of General Purposes, however, is recorded. Bro. Bonnycastle had 
always identified himself thoroughly with Masonic work, and many 
a pleasant evening was spent by the officers of Grand Lodge in the 
cosy retreat at the foot of John street, Toronto, known as Bonnycastle 
Cottage. At this meeting Bro. Alexander Burnside, whose gifts to 
the city of Toronto are a memorial to his memory, was re-elected 
Grand Treasurer. 

The printed reports also contain the contributions from the lodges 
in the jurisdiction — showing that there were twenty warranted lodges 
which had made returns, and three that up to this date were waiting 
within the jurisdiction, but had not formally received a number from 
the Provincial Grand Lodge. 
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The minutes read : 

At a half-yearly communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge, holden 
in Toronto, on Thursday the nth day of November, 1847. 

prksent: 

R. W. Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Provincial Grand Master, in the 
chair. 

V, W. Br. Thomas M. Jones, P. G. S, Warden. 

V. W. Br. C, H. Webster, P. G. J. Warden. 

V. W. Br. P. V. MeyerhofTer, P. Grand Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Alexander Burnside, P. G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bn Robert McClure, P. G. Registrar. 

V. W. B>. Francis Richardson, P. G. Secretary. 

Br. W. A. Campbell, P. G. S. Deacon. 

W. Br. Joseph Cornick, as P. G. J. Deacon. 

Br, Kivas Tully, P. G. Sup. Works. 

W. Br. W. A. Holwell, P. G. Director of Ceremonies. 
Br. Jas. A. Henderson, Asst. P. G. D. of Ceremonies. 
W. Br. H. H. Croft, as P. G. Pursuivant. 
Br. R. Mitchell, P. G. Steward. 
Br. John Morrison, P. G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form at 8 o'clock p.m. 

The by-laws of the Provincial Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last especial meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
were read and confirmed. 

The committee appointed to examine the Provincial Grand Treasurer's 
accounts made their report, which was received and adopted. 

The Provincial Grand Secretary presented a report which he had re- 
ceived from the Secretary of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, containing 
an account of the proceedings of said Grand Lodge, at its annual communica- 
tion, holden at Concord, June 8th and gth, 1847. 

Resolved — ^That as a mark of respect to the memory of the late lamented 
Br. Sir Richard Bonnycastle, President of the Board of General Purposes, 
under the Provincial Grand Lodge, Canada West, the several members of 
the said Provincial Grand Lodge be requested to wear Masonic mourning 
during the period of thirty days from this date. 

The Right Worshipful the Deputy Provincial Grand Master was pleased 
to inform the Provincial Grand Lodge that this was the evening appointed 
by by-law for the annual election of Treasurer, and appointment of oth&r 
Provincial Grand Officers, whereupon 

Br. Alexander Burnside was duly re-elected to the office of Provincial 
Grand Treasurer for the ensuing Masonic year. 

The Right Worshipful the Deputy Provincial Grand Master was then 
pleased to appoint the following brethren as officers of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge for the ensuing year, all of whom were installed, in person or by proxy, 
and proclaimed according to ancient form: 

V. W. Br. A. B. Hawke, P. G. S. Warden. 
V. W. Br. W. A. Holwell, P. G. J. Warden. 
V. W. Br. Alexander McKid, P. G. Chaplain. 
V. W. Br. Robert McClure, P. G. Registrar. 
V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, P. G. Secretary. 
W. Br. Charles Lynes, P. G. S. Deacon. 
W. Br. George Rykert, P. G. J. Deacon. 
Br. Kivas Tully, P. G. Sup. Works. 

W. Br. Henry Sullivan, P. G. Director of Ceremonie? 
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W. Br. Hiram Fulford, Asst. P. G. Dir. of Ceremonies. 
W. Br. M, Wilson, P. G. Sword Bearer. 

Br. Henry Schallehn, P. G. Organist. 

Br. Thomas Duggan, Aug's B. Sullivan, J. L. Rannay, N. Gatchell, Ezra 
Annes, Wm. Gooderham, P. G. Stewards, 
Bro. John Morrison, P. G. Tyler. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in form, at ii o'clock p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richaroson, 

Prov. Grand Secretary. 

A return of the lodges from the ist November, 1846, until the 
31st December, 1847, shows that there were twenty warranted lodges 
working* in the jurisdiction under the Provincial Grand Lodge. The 
lodges on the roll were : 

Ixjcation. 

Toroeto. 
Niagara. 
ICinKSton. 
Belleville. 
Cobourg. 
Napanee. 
Lloyd town. 
Picton. 
London. 
Goderich. 
Hamilton. 
York. 
Toronto, 
Richmond Hill, 
St. Catharines. 
Carl et on Place. 
Smith's Falls. 
Toronto. 
W^hitby, 
Port Hope. 
Hamilton. 
S»mcoe. 
Kitley. 

The dispensation to lodge No. 2, at Niagara, may have been a new 
one or a continuance of the old warrant issued in 1795, which was 
confirmed by a new warrant from England in 1822. This lodge was 
dormant about 1823. 

Those granted to lodges at Richmond Hill, Carleton Place and 
Smith's Falls were new issues of warrants to old lodges, as was also 
that to the lodge at Kitley. The warrants to Zetland lodge and Ionic 
lodge, Toronto, Ontario lodge. Port Hope, and Strict Observance, 
Hamilton, were original issues of the Provincial Grand Lodge. St. 
John's lodge was the continuation of the lodge in the township of 
Townsend, but now meeting in Simcoe. 

The membership of all these lodges averaged about sixty, so 
that there were at this date about thirteen hundred members on the 
register of the third Provincial Grand Lodge. 

In this return of lodges an item of £2 T2s. 6d. appears as register 
fees for R. W. Bro. T. G. Ridout, as Deputy Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter. These fees were payable to the Grand Lodge of Kngland. 

The financial returns show that the receipts of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge were £206. 4s. 23/^ d., which included a balance from the Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of 1845-46 of £61. 7s. od. The payments show one 
to the Grand Lodge of England of £95. 9s. 7d., another for repairs to 


E. R, P. R. Name, 

No. 487 . I .... . St. Andrew*s 

** 490 2 Niagara x 

496 3 St. John's - 

** 491 4 . . . . Belleville 

*• 497 5 St. John's... 

" 499 . , . ... 6 .... . Union 

** 504 7... Western Light 

505 8 .... Prince Edward . 

•* 506 . 9 Mount Moriah ............. 

*' 720. 10 Union 

** 733 XI ..... . Barton 

** 779 12 ..... . St. John's 

789 13 Zetland 

** 790 T4 . .Richmond xx 

** 791 15 St. George's 

* ' 796 16 St. John's XX .............. 

** 797. 17 ..... St Francis' xx 

** 798 18 . . Ionic xx 

** 799 19 . .... . Unity . . . 

** 800 20 ...... Ontario xx 

Strict Observance xx 

St. John's. . 

Harmony 

X "Dispensation. xx Warrants. 
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the provincial clothing, a 3^ear's salary to the Grand Tyler, £12. los. od., 
and $25 for a year's salary to the Grand Secretary. The two seals — 
one for the office and one for documents — cost £7. 15s. od, ; the total 
expenditure for this year being £2o5. 4s. 2^2 d. 

The first issue of the new edition of the constitution had been 
received from England. It will be remembered that in 1823 the sec- 
ond Provincial Grand Lodge had its copies of the constitution printed 
by Bro. H. C. Thomson of Kingston. The third l^rovincial Lodge 
had, however, determined to use the London edition, possibly from 
the fact that any copies of the Canadian reprint of the Knglish edition 
of 1823 would be obsolete, owing to amendments made since that day, 
and considerable expense would be saved by importing from England. 

The minutes of 1847 conclude with the following foot-note: 

" Two hundred copies of the new edition of the Book of Constitution have 
lately been received from the Grand Secretary, and may be had by applying to 
the Provincial Grand Secretary — price one dollar each." 


CHAPTER LXV. 

The Sixth Communication of the PROxaNciAL Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, Held at Hamilton, 1848, 

The Craft cause was g^radually g^aining- strength, and the class 
of men who had assumed the responsibilities of office, consequent 
on the removal of the work, had a beneficial effect throughout the 
jurisdiction. In this year the assemblages of the brethren were en- 
livened by discussion on manv points of work and procedure. 

The Grand Lodge laid down what is now a well-known rule, 
that no brother can resign while under charges for unmasonic con- 
duct. District lecturers were appointed to visit lodges, pending the 
appointment of a Grand Lecturer. Points concerning initiation of 
candidates under twenty-one years, and the power to grant dispensa- 
tions for that purpose formed so intricate a question that it was referred 
to the Grand Lodge of England for discussion. The minutes of the 
half-yearly meeting read : 

" Provincial Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and accepted Mason<; for Can- 
ada West. 

" Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, 
under the authority ot the United Grand Lodffe of England; 

"The Right Honourable the Earl of Zetland, etc., etc., etc.. Most Worship- 
ful Grand Master. 

" At a half-yearly communication, holden at Hamilton, on Thursday and Fri- 
day, the isth and i6th June, 1848. 

PRESENT : 

" The Right Worshipful Brother Sir Allan Napier MacNab. Provincial 
Grand Master, in the chair. 

" The Right Worshipful Brother Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master. 
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V. Bro. Thomas Mercer Jones, as P. G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. William A. Holwell, P. G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. Alexander Burnside, P. G. Treasurer, 

V. W. Bro. Robert McClure, P. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, P. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. H. Falconer, as P. G. Senior Deacon. 

W. Bro. George Rykert, P. G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. Kivas Tully P, G. Superintendent of Works. 

Bro. Thomas Duggan, as P. G. Director of Ceremonies.' 

W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, P. G. Pursuivant. 

W. Bro. N. Gatchell and Bro. J. L. Rannay, P. G. Stewards. 
Bro. John Morrison, P. G. Tyler. 

The Master, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges.* 
" The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form at half-past eight 
o'clock p.m. 

The by-laws of the Provincial Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge were read and confirmed. 

The Provincial Grand Secretary stated that he had received, since the 
last half-yearly communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge, copies of the 
proceedings of the following Grand Lodges of the United States of America, 
viz. : — 

Vermont, January, 1848; Michigan, January 12. 1848; North Carolina, 
December, 1846, and December, 1847; Florida, December, 1845; December. 
1846, and January, 1848; Indiana, May, 1847; Iowa, June, 1847. Also a; copy 
of the proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge of the District of Mont- 
real and William Henry, from its commencement on the 20th May, 1846, to 
the 29th December, 1847, inclusive. 

"At II o'clock p.m. the Provincial Grand Lodge was adjourned until 10 
o'clock a.m. of the i6th June, and closed in due form." 

At the reassemblmg of the Grand Lodge on Friday a question, 
which had evidently come before the subordinate lodges, was dis- 
cussed and action taken, II concerned the freedom of brethren to re- 
sign membership while under charges. The minutes of some of the 
lodges prior to 1847, show that cases did arise where charges had been 
made, and probably such circumstances may have arisen. The pro- 
posed action, however, was not for any special case but to apply to 
all the lodges. The minutes continue : 

" In Provincial Grand Lodge re-assembled — 

Friday, i6th June, 1848, 
The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form at half-past ten 
o'clock a.m. 

Resolved — That in the opinion of this Provincial Grand Lodge, a brother 
of a private lodge cannot be allowed to resign membership, he being previously 
to the date of his resignation under charges of unmasonic conduct, notwith- 
standing such brother may have paid all dues in terms of by-laws of such lodge. 

Resolved — That in conformity with Article 28 of the by-laws of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, a special Board or Committee be now appointed for the 
purpose of investigating the charges preferred against Bro, S. W. Barnes, these 
being in the possession of the Provincial Grand Secretary. 

" The Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master was then pleased to 
appoint the following brethreTi a special committee to carry out the above reso- 
lution and to report at the present session of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
viz. : — 

" V. W. Bro. Robert McClure, Provincial Grand Registrar. 
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" W. Bro. James A. Henderson, W. M. Saint John's I^odge, No. 3, 
Kingston. 

Bro. John Huster, J. W. Strict Observance Lodge, Hamilton.'' 

The difficulties under which lodges labored in early days in order 
to attain uniformity of work cannot be estimated in words. It is no 
reflection upon them to state that the work at this time varied ma- 
terially. Some of the lodges used portions of the American work, 
while others had a combination of the Kiiglish and American, the 
latter being the Webb ritual. Indeed, the lodges were so often visited 
by Masons, who were P. M/s from Kngland, Ireland and Scotland, 
that all kinds of innovations were introduced, and an obligation at a 
country lodge was not unlikely to be a glorious combination of words 
extracted from foreign obligations, and so injudiciously put together 
that it was as much of an effort on the part of some W. M/s to adminis- 
ter, as it was on the part of the candidate to receive it. This state of 
affairs did not exist to any great extent in the Toronto or Hamilton 
lodges of this period, but in the lodges situated in parts of the jurisdic- 
tion where opportunities for seeing correct exemplification of ritual 
were rare. It was, therefore, not to be wondered at that the provincial 
body should have 

Resolved, — That the R. W. Provincial Grand Master do select some 
well-skilled Master or Past Master of a lodge, from time to time, who shall 
have power and authority as a district lecturer (with power to summon Masters 
and Wardens of lodges in his district), to proceed to and visit lodges in the 
district in which he may reside and instruct them accordingly; such appoint- 
ment to remain vaUd until a Grand Lecturer be appointed; the said District 
Lecturer to receive no salary from the funds of the Provincial Grand Lodge.'' 

The social features of Masonry were not forgotten in the pioneer 
da3^s of the third Provincial Grand Lodge. Masonic reunions were held 
in as fraternal if not as expensive a manner as in more modern days, 
and the first event of the kind since the revival of Masonr)^ in Canada 
West was anticipated with pleasure. The minutes state : 

*' Resolved, — That at the next half-yearly communication of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge a Masonic ball take place, under the direction of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, any surplus fund to be applied to the fund of benevolence of 
said Grand Lodge, and that the subordinate lodges be duly notified of the 
same." 

The subsequent business of Grand Lodge was not of much mo- 
ment. The queries to the mother Grand Lodge regarding the initia- 
tion of Canadians under twenty-one, and the considerations which 
should influence Grand Masters in granting dispensations for such, 
have not varied much since 1848. The question concerning dispen- 
sations is now recognized as being given in accordance with certain 
forms. The minutes continue: 

" Resolved, — That the R. W. Provincial Grand Master be. and hereby is, 
respectfully requested to cause the necessary communication to be made to the 
Grand Lodge of England, praying for information upon the following points 
in reference to the third paragraph of the article in the book of Constitutions 
under the head ' Of Proposing Members/ page 86 : — 

1st. — As to the considerations which generally influence the granting or 
withholding by the M. W. the Grand Master, dispensations to enable persons 
not of the full age of twenty-one years to be admitted into the fraternity. 
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2nd. — Whether the application to Provincial Grand Masters, or their 
Deputies, for such dispensation should, of necessity, be made in writing, or in 
any particular form, and if so, what such form is or ought to be. 

3rd. — By whom the application for such dispensation ought to be made, 
and to whom addressed. 

" 4th. — Whether the dispensation, . if granted, should of necessity be in 
writing, and addressed to the Master of the lodge from whom the application 
emanates. 

" The Provincial Grand Lodge being declared adjourned until eight 
o'clock p.m., was closed in due form at half-past eleven a.m." 

The proceedings with regard to the resignation of members had 
emanated from lodge No. 2, at Niagara, and the next morning 

'* In Provincial Grand Lodge re-assembled — 

i6th June, 1848. 

'* The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened In due form at eight o'clock 

p.m. 

" The special committee appointed to investigate the charges of unmasonic 
conduct preferred against Bro. S. W. Barnes, presented their report, as fol- 
lows : — 

** The committee appointed to investigate the case of Bro. S. W. Barnes, 
late of the Niagara Lodge, beg leave to report that the Niagara Lodge No. 2, 
had, in the opinion of this committee, the letter of Bro. H. M, Mason, S. D. 
of the said lodge, in its possession prior to the date of the resignation of Bro. 
S. W. Barnes of membership of the said lodge. 

*' That your committee consider the charges against Bro. S. W. Barnes, in 
Bro. Mason's letter of the 29th March, fully substantiated. 

*' That your committee have, in their opinion, full evidence before them 
of Bro. Barnes' guilt, coupled with evidence of his own confession thereof. 

" That under such circumstances they do recommend that Bro. S. W, 
Barnes be forthwith expelled frdm all further participation in Masonic 
privileges. 

(Signed) Robert McClure, 

" Chairman." 

" The report of the special committee was then, on motion duly made and 
seconded, unanimously adopted. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in due form at 9 o'clock p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Provincial Grand Secretary." 

The returns of contributions show that from the ist November, 
1846, until the 31st December, 1847, there were twenty-four lodges 
on the roll, viz. : 

No. I, St. Andrew's, Toronto; No. 2, Niagara, Niagara; No. 3, 
St. John's, Kingston; No. 4, Belleville, Belleville; No. 5, St. John's, 
Cobourg; No. 6, Union, Napanee; No. 7, Western Light, Lloydtown; 
No. 8, Prince Edward, Picton ; No. 9, Mt. Moriah, London; No. 10, 
Union, Goderich; No. 11, The Barton, Hamilton; No. 12, St. John's, 
York, Grand River; No. 13, Zetland, Toronto; No. 14, Richmond, 
Richmond Hill; No. 15, St. George's, St. Catharines; No. 16, St. 
John's, Carleton Place; No. 17, St. Francis', Smith's Falls; No. 18, 
Ionic, Toronto; No. 19, Unity, Whitby; No. 20, Ontario, Port Hope. 

Of these, Niagara, No. 2, was working under a dispensation, for 
the old warrant of 1822 had been returned to the Provincial Grand 
Secretary, Bro. John Dean, when the lodge became dormant. Rich- 
mond lodge. No. 14, Richmond Hill ; St. George's, No, 15, St. 
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Catherines; St. John's, No. i6, Carleton Place; St. Francis', No. 17, 
Smith's Falls; Ionic, No. 18, Toronto, and Ontario, No. 20, Port 
Hope, were all noted in the Grand Treasurer's report as having ob- 
tained and paid for warrants. These lodges were numbered, while 
thiee lodges. Strict Observance, Hamilton; St. John's, Simcoe, and 
Harmony, Kitley, are entered as paying fees but without number. 
The receipts were £197. 7s. 5>4d., of which £81. los. 8y^d., were for fees 
to the Grand Lodge of England. 

The statement of Bro. Alexander Burnside, the Provincial Grand 
Treasurer, from 20th November, 1846, until 7th November, 1847, 
showed receipts of £206. 4s. 2^d., and payments of £206. 4s. 2>4d. 
The Provincial Grand Lodge clothing was repaired at an expense of 
£2. IIS, io>^d. This clothing disappeared prior to 185 1. The desk 
for the Provincial Grand Secretary cost £7, and two seals of the Grand 
Lodge £7. 159. od. The antique piece of furniture that would be much 
prized to-day has gone the way of all old furniture, while the where- 
abouts of the seals is another of the mysteries yet to be unravelled. 
The box for papers of Grand Lodge has also taken unto itself wings 
and not one single MS. document of the third Provincial Grand Lodge 
is to the fore, save and except the register book, which fortunately 
has been preserved. 

There were also other lodges — Corinthian at Peterboro', Dal- 
housie at Bytown, now Ottawa, and Kemptville at Kemptville, un- 
numbered lodges recorded in the returns as not properly at work 
yet." The returns show that the lodges were largely in arrears of 
dues, some of them owing for two years, others for eighteen months, 
but nearly all for over twelve months. 


CHAPTER LXVL 

Special Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, at St. Catharines, October, 1848. 

In October, of 1848, the impressive ceremonial of laying- a corner 
stone at St. Catharines was performed by R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. 
MacNab, the Provincial Grand Master. An especial meeting- had been 
summoned for the purpose, and the ceremony was not only attended 
by a large number of brethren of Grand Lodge and the private lodges 
in the vicinity, but was viewed by an immense concourse of people 
from the town and surrounding country. The official minutes 
read: 1 'I . 

At an especial meeting of the P. Grand Lodge, holden at St. Catharines, 
on Monday, the 30th day of October, 1848, for the purpose of laying the founda- 
tion stone of a Town Hall, in the course of erection in that place. 

PRESENT : 

The Right Worshipful Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Provincial Grand 
Master. 
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The Right Worshipful Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master. 

W. Bro. Henry Melville, as P. Grand Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. William Holwell, as P. Grand Junior Warden. 

V, W. Bro. P. V. Meyerhoffer, as P. G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Bro. Alexander Burnside, P. G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. Robert McClure, P. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, P. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Charles Lynes, P. G. Senior Deacon. 

W. Bro. George Rykert, P. G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. Kivas Tully, P. G. Superintendent of Works. 

V. W. Bro. Richard Watson, as P. G. Director of Ceremonies. 

W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, P. G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. Thomas Duggan, W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, Bro. J. L. Rannay, P. G. 
Stewards. 

Bro. Henry Schallehn, Bro. W. F. Murray, Bro. R. L. Fitzgerald, as P. 
G. Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison, P. G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form at 4 o*clock p.m., 
with solemn prayer. 

The Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master having stated the pur- 
pose for which the Provincial Grand Lodge had been assembled, directed the 
Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies to form the procession. The brethren 
then proceeded to the site of the intended building, and the band having played 
Rule Britannia,'' the Right Worshipful Deputy Provincial Grand Master 
delivered to the people the following address: — 

'* Men, women and children, here assembled to-day, to behold this cere- 
mony, know all of you, that we be lawful Masons, true to the laws of our 
country, and established of old, with peace and honour, in most countries, to 
do good to our brethren, to build great buildings and to fear God, who is the 
great Architect of all things. W^e have among us concealed from the eyes of 
all men, secrets which may not be revealed, and which no man has discovered; 
but these secrets are lawful and honourable to know by Masons, who only 
have the keeping of them to the end of time. Unless our Craft were good 
and our calling honourable we should not have lasted so many centuries, nor 
should we have had so many illustrious brothers in our Order, ready to pro- 
mote our laws and further our interests. To-day we are here assembled in the 
presence of you all, to build a haTT for the public use of this town, which we 
pray God may prosper, if it seem good to Him, that it may become a build- 
ing for good men and good deeds, and promote harmony and brotherly love 
till the world itself shall end." — So mote it be. 

The Provincial Grand Chaplain offered up prayer, invoking the protection 
of the Great Architect of the Universe to the building, after which the Pro- 
vincial Grand Secretary read the inscription engraven on the plate. The Pro- 
vincial Grand Treasurer deposited a bottle containing coins, papers, etc., in the 
cavity. The P. Grand Secretary placed the inscription plate on it, and cement 
was placed on the lower stone. 

The trowel (of silver) was then presented to the R. W. Provincial Grand 
Master by the President of the Board of Police, who in presenting it read the 
following inscription: — 

Presented to 

SIR A. N. MacNAB, M.P.R, 

PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS FOR CANADA WEST, 

By the President and Members of the Board of Police, on the occasion of lay- 
ing the corner stone of a Town Hall and Market House at St. Catharines, on 
the 30th October, 1848. 
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To which the R. W. Provincial Grand Master made a suitable reply. 

The R. Provincial Grand Master then proceeded to spread the cement, 
and the stone was lowered to its place, the band playing the National Anthem; 
after wlilch he was pleased to prove that the ston,e was truly adjusted by the 
plumb rule, level and square, which were successively handed to him by the 
Senior Grand Wardens and Deputy Provincial Grand Master, when the Mall 
being also presented to him by the R. W. Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 
he gave the stone three distinct knocks, and said : — 

May the Great Architect of the universe grant a blessing on this founda- 
tion stone which we have now laid, and by His Providence enable us to finish 
every other work which may be imdertaken for the benefit and advantage of 
this town." 

The Cornucopia, containing corn, and two ewers, containing wine and oil. 
were then successively presented by the Deputy Provincial Grand Master to 
the Provincial Grand Master, who scattered the corn and poured out the 
oil and wine upon the stone, saying : — 

May the all-bounteous Author of nature grant an abundance of corn, 
wine and oil, with all other necessaries, conveniences and comforts to this 
town, and may the same Providence preside over and preserve it from ruin 
and decay to the latest posterity." 

The Provincial Grand Superintendent of Works then presented the plans 
of the building to the Provincial Grand Master, who inspected and returned 
them to him, together with the several working implements, and thus addressed 
him : — 

" Mr. Architect, the foundation stone of this Town Hall, planned in much 
wisdom by you, being now laid, and these implements having been applied to 
it by me, and approved of, I now return them to you in full confidence that 
as a skilful and faithful workman you will cause them to be used in such a 
manner that the building may rise in order, harmony and beauty, and being 
perfected in strength, will answ^er every pvirpose for which it is intended, to 
your credit and to the honour of those who have selected you." 

The above ceremonies being completed, an address was delivered by W. 
Bro. W. M. Wilson, P. Grand Sword Bearer, and P. M. St. John's Lodge, 
Simcoe, who had been appointed to perform the duties of Grand Orator for 
the occasion; after which an address was presented by the President of the 
Board of Police to the Provincial Grand Master, who made a suitable reply 
thereto. 

The procession was then re-formed and returned to the lodge room in 
the usual manner; after which 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was closed in due form at half-past six o'clock 
p.m., with solemn prayer, 

(Signed") Francis Richardson, 

Pro. Grand Secretary. 

Bro. W. ]\r. Wilson, who acted as the orator on this important 
occasion, was afterwards (1855) the first Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. 
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CHAPTER LXVU. 

The Seventh Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
OF Canada West, at Toronto, November, 1848. 

The Grand Lodge met again in Toronto for its half-yearly com- 
munication, on the i6th and 17th of November, 1848, and an after- 
noon session having been held, at which a report on the accounts of 
the Grand Treasurer was received and adopted, an adjournment was 
made until eight o'clock p.m., when the Grand Lodge was called 
from labour to refreshment, and a ball was held under the auspices 
of the officers and members of Grand Lodge. The official minutes 
read : 

At a half-3^early communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge, holden 
at Toronto^ on Thursday and Friday, the i6th and 17th days of November, 1S48. 

PRESENT : 

Right W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 
in the chair. 

V. W. Bro. David Bridgeford, as P. G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. William A. Holwell, P. G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. P. V. Meyerhoffer, as P. G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Bro. Alexander Buriiside, P. G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. Robert McClure, P. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, P. G. Secretary. 

V. W. Bro. Richard Watson, P. P. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Charles Lynes. P. G. Senior Deacon. 

Bro. W. A. Campbell, as P. G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. Kivas Tully, P. G. Superintendent of Works. 

W. Br. H, Sullivan, P. G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Bro. H. Schallehn, P. G. Organist. 

W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, P. G. Sword Bearer. 

W. Bro. N. Gatchell, Bro. W. Gooderham, Bro. Tbrnnas Duggan, Bro. A. 
B. Sullivan, P. G. Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison, P. G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form at one o'clock p.m. 
with solemn prayer. 

The by-laws and regulations of the P. Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the P. Grand Lodge, 
holden at Hamilton on the 15th and 16th days of June, 1848, and of the especial 
meeting held at Saint Catharines on the 30th day of October," 1848, were read 
and contirmed. 

The P. G. Secretary presented a report from the Board of General Pur- 
poses in relation to the accounts of the P. G. Treasurer during the past Masonic 
year, which was received and adopted. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge being declared adjourned until eight o'clock 
p.m., was closed in form at three o'clock p.m. 

IN PROVINCIATE GRAND LODGE RE-ASSEMBLED. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form at half-past eight o'clock 

p.m. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was called from labour to refreshment, when» 
in pursuance of motion made at the last half-yearly communication of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, and confirmed at its present session, a ]\fasonic ball was 
1 rid. 
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The British Colonist " of November i7th, 1848, gives the fol- 
loxAing account of the event: 

The Masonic Ball, given by the Provincial Grand Lodge, last night, fully 
equalled the expectations which w^ere previously formed of it. The ceremony 
numbered between 700 and 800, and a more lively and agreeable assemblage 
never met together under similar auspices. The arrangements were admirable, so 
much so that, large as the company was, there was no overcrowding, and the 
utmost satisfaction prevailed throughout. The R. W. Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter, Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab. we regret to say, was unable to attend 
from indisposition, and the R. W, Deputy Grand Master, Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, 
officiated- The company was received in due form by Mrs. Ridout. The Ball 
room, which adjoins the Lodge room, was most tastefully decorated, and the 
Lodge was, for the occasion, appropriated as a drawing room. The band of 
the Rifle Brigade were placed in an ante room, immediately connected with the 
Ball room, and the refreshments were supplied in another room adjoining. 
These rooms constitute the usual apartments of St. Andrew's Lodge, and for 
the present particular occasion the company was further accommijdated witli 
ladies* and gentlemen's dressing rooms in the flat underneath, forming part of 
the Phoenix House, conducted by Mr. Snow, the Purveyor for the Ball. The 
supper was served in two large Dining Rooms of the Phoenix House, under- 
neath the lodge; and inasmuch as we accord to the Ball committee every 
credit for their most admirable arrangements for the occasion, we must at 
the same time accord to Mr, Snow the most unreserved praise for the highly 
creditable manner in which he discharged his dtities as Purveyor. The supper 
was served in two large rooms and a more elegant ' spread ' could not be 
desired by anyone, and Snow even surpassed himself on this occasion; and his 
very satisfactory preparations promise well for the future success of the 
' Phcenix House.' We published in our last Tuesday's paper the selection 
of music and dancing for the ball, from which it was seen that the evening's 
entertainment was to be relieved by the introduction of vocal and instrumental 
music, at intervals, by some professional gentlemen and amateurs, who kindly 
volunteered their most valuable aid for the occasion. This proved a very inter- 
esting and agreeable diversion, giving variety to the amusements. Altogether, 
we venture to say, a more agreeable assemblage was never held in this city, 
or one in which all concerned enjoyed themselves more unreservedly in the 
dance and its attendant pleasures. It is the first occasion, we believe, on which 
the Provincial Grand Lodge have attempted a public entertainment, and, while 
it has been a particularly gratifying one, it is the best encouragement which can 
be held out to those at the head of the Masonic body in this Province, to re 
peat this effort on suitable occasions for the public gratification, as a certain 
means of bringing the ancient and honourable order of Masonry into the 
highest repute among those who are otherwise ignorant of the noble principles 
and benevolent objects for which the order is established. The company, on 
this occasion, included ladies and gentlemen from all ranks and classes in the 
city, and the Masons, as a matter of course, appeared in the clothing appertain- 
ing to the various orders of the Craft, to which the individuals respectively 
belonged, from the Royal Arch Mason to the entered apprentice, which con- 
tributed in no slight degree to the variety and beauty of the scene." 

Tt IS not often that a Grand Lodg-e calls on just before dawn, but 
this was an exceptional and joyous occasion, and the Craft was surely 
justified in its action. 

" At three o'clock a.m., of the T7th Nov., the Provincial Grand Lodge 
being called from refreshment to labour, and adjourned until seven o'clock 
p.m. of the same day, was closed in form with solemn prayer.*' 

After a day's rest and full recuperation after the festivities of the 
preceding- evening*, the minutes state that : 
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Provincial Grand Lodg^e re-assembled — Friday, November 17th, 1848. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in form at half-past seven 
o'clock p.m., w^ith solemn prayer. 

The P. G. Secretary, in obedience to the command of the R. W. Deputy 
P. Grand Master, made the following report, in regard to arrears of money 
due by the several lodges, in cases where the required returns had been made; 
and also in regard to the lodges from which returns had not been received in 
accordance with the request issued from the P. G. Secretary's office, on the 
9th October, 1848, and against whom, therefore, no statement of dues could be 
prepared." 

The returns made were from fourteen lodges, viz.: those at To- 
ronto (No. 1), Kingston, Cobourg, Napanee, Picton, Hamilton (Bar- 
ton), York, Grand River; Toronto (No. 13), Richmond Hill, St. 
Catharines, Toronto (No. 18), Whitby, Port Hope and Simcoe. No 
returns were received from the lodges at Niagara, Belleville, Lloyd- 
town, London. Goderich, Carleton Place, Smith's Falls, Hamilton 
(Strict Observance), Kitley, Peterborough, Bytown and Kemptvi'le. 
The three last lodges had been warranted since 1847, and were 
not properly at work yet/' 

The R. W. the Deputy Provincial Grand Master was pleased to inform 
the Provincial Grand Lodge, that this was the time appointed by by-law for the 
annual election of Treasurer, and the appointment of other P. Grand officers; 

v^'^hereupon 

V. W. Bro. Alexander Burnside was duly re-elected to the office of P. G. 
Treasurer, for the ensuing Masonic year. 

The R. W. the Deputy Provincial Grand Master was then pleased to ap- 
point the following brethren as officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge, for 
the ensuing Masonic year, all of whom, together with the P. Grand Treasurer- 
elect, were duly installed, in person or by proxy, and proclaimed according to 
ancient form. 

y, W. Bro. William Wilson, P. M. St. John's Lodge, Simcoe, P. G. Senior 
Warden. 

V. W. Bro. Thomas Evans, M. Lodge No. 5, Cobourg, P. G. Junior 
Warden. 

V. W. Bro. The Rev. Robert J. C. Taylor, J. W. Corinthian Lodge, Peter- 
borough, P. G. Chaplain, 

V. W. Bro. Robert IVIcCIure. P. Lodge No. i, Toronto, P. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, M, Lodge, No. 18, Toronto, P. G- Secre- 
tary. 

W. Bro. Charles Smith, P. M. Lodge No. 8, Picton, P. G. Senior Deacon. 
W. B ro. George Schryver, P. M. Lodge No. 6, Napanee, P. G. Junior 
Deacon. 

Bro, Kivas Tully, S, W. Lodge No. 18, Toronto, P. G. Superintendent of 
Works. 

W. Bro. S. B. Campbell. P. M. Lodge No. i, Toronto, P. G. Director of 
Ceremonies. 

Bro. J. B. Hall, J. W. Lodge No. 3, Kingston, Assistant Director of 
Ceremonies, 

Bro. Henry Schallehn, Lodge No. 13, Toronto, P. G. Organist. 

W. Bro. W. H. Weller, P. M. Lodge No. 5. Cobourg, P. G. Sword Bearer. 

W. Bro. H. Melville, M. Lodge No. 2, Niagara, P. G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. the S. D. Lodge No. 2, Niagara; Bro. the S. D. Lodge, No. 11, Ham- 
ilton; Bro. the S. D. Lodge No. 15. Saint Catharines; Bro. the S. D. Lodge 
No. 16, Carleton Place; Bro. the S. D. Lodge No. 17, Smith's Falls; Bro. 
the S. D. Harmony Lodge, Kitley, P. Grand Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison, Lodge No. 11, Hamilton, P. G. Tyler. 
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It was at this meeting that the usefulness of W. Bro. Wilson, of 
Simcoe lodge, was first recognized. His address at St. Catharines 
had given him a high place in the esteem of the Craft as a brother 
endowed with more than ordinary ability, so that it was not surprising 
that he should be selected as the Provincial Grand Senior Warden. 

At this meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge a warrant was 
issued to Wellington lodge at Guelph. The clothing of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge had only been purchased as needed, and as more 
was required it was 

Resolved,- — That tht Secretary of the Provincial Grand Lodge be directed 
to procure the jewels and clothing- appertaining to the offices of P. Grand 
Organist, Assistant P. Grand Director of Ceremonies and P, Grand Pursuivant, 
for the use of the P. Grand Lodge/* 

The members of Grand Lodge showed their testimony of regard 
for V. W. Bro. W. \l. Wilson by a desire to perpetuate in print his 
address of 30th October. It was 

" Resolved, — That 200 copies of the address dehvered by V. W. Bro. W. 
M. Wilson, at Saint Catharines, on Monday, the 30th day of October, 1848, 
on tlie occasion of laying the foundation stone of a Town Hall, in that place, 
with Masonic honours, be printed, for the purpose of distribution amongst the 
various lodges under the jurisdiction of this Provincial Gratid Lodge. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge w^as closed in form at hall-past nine o'clock 
p.m., with solemn prayer. 

" (Signed) Francis Richardson, 

** Pro. Grand Secretary. 


CHAPTER LXVIII 

Special Communicatioist of the Pbovincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, Called for the Purpose of Attending 
THE Funeral of V. W. Bro. Richard Watson. 

The first meeting; of the Provincial Grand Lodge for this year 
was an especial one, called for the sad purpose of paying the last 
offices of respect to a worthy and energetic brother, V. W. Bro. 
Richard Watson, Past Grand Secretary, who had gone to the beyond, 
not as men are wont to do, surrounded by sorrowing friends, but called 
away by an accident, which took place in the great fire that devastated 
Toronto, when the Cathedral of St. James and blocks of houses were 
swept away in April of 1849. V. W. Bro. Watson's father was an 
officer in a Scotch regiment. The first newspaper with which he was 
connected was published in London, Eng. After his marriage he came 
to Canada and became associated with the Upper Canada Gazette,'' 
published at the seat of Government, then in Kingston. After four 
years he removed to Toronto as Queen's Printer for Upper Canada. 
He started the " British Colonist," the first paper sold at a subscrip- 
tion price of $2, published in the province. When the g:reat fire of 1849 
broke out, knowing the value of type, and, seeing the Patriot office. 
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on the north-east corner of Xelson and King streets, now Jarvis and 
King, in riames, JJro. Watson rushed upstairs, hoping to save a font of 
Gieek t3^pe. The effort cost him his Ufe, 

The following extracts from the reports give an accQunt of the 
accident and of the funeraL 

The Globe/' of iith April, 1849, states, in its account of the great 
fire which destroyed the Cathedral of St. James and many other build- 
ings : 

In the first account of this calamitous event, while mourning over its 
great extent and fearful consequences, there appeared one consolation, and that 
was a great one, namely, that no life had been lost. We lament to say, that 
even that consolation we have been deprived of by the death of a much re- 
spected citizen, Mr. Watson, late publisher of the * Canadian/ and the 
Upper Canada Gazette,' who lost his life in the performance of a friendly 
act to the proprietors of the ' Patriot ' office. Anxious to have some of 
the types, which no one but a practical printer can properly handle, lie 
rushed up the stairs to the highest storey of the office, and remained too long, 
the floor having given way with him. One young man who was actively en- 
gaged in the same occupation called to Mr. Watson that it was time to go, but 
he replied, it was time enough yet. This was the las.t which was heard of him 
in life. For some time he was not missed, as it was beheved he had made 
his escape from the flames. But his not returning to his family early in the 
forenoon created alarm; the circumstances were inquired into, and the worst 
was apprehended 

Engines were played on the burning ruins of the ' Patriot ' office, and 
at length in the afternoon were found the remains of this unfortunate gentle- 
man, but so mutilated as not to be recognized. The death of Mr. Watson is a 
subject of universal regret, and it has this distressing aggravation, that he leaves 
a widow and famil^^ entirely unprovided for. The journal with which he was 
connected was not a prosperous one, and the * Upper Canada Gazette * was 
about to be abolished. 

" Mr. Watson was appointed printer of the ' Gazette * in the year 1844. 

* He * * * * 

It is not every day we have a man risking and losing his life from native 
kindness of heart and regard to his neighbor's interest, and the opportunity 
of marking it with a pviblic testimonial in behalf of the sufferers by this loss 
should not be left unimproved.*' 

The *^ British Colonist'' of April TOth, 1849, states : 

The mortal remains of the late Mr. Richard Watson were deposited in 
their last resting place yesterday afternoon. The deceased was a member of 
the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, and a past officer of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. The funeral was conducted with Masonic 
honors. The Deputy Provincial Grand Master and other officers of the Grand 
Lodge, as well as the oBicers and members of Lodges in the city, and transient 
lirethren, with a considerable number of companions of the Royal Arch Masons 
(to which the deceased belonged), all properly attired, formed the procession. 
The members of the Typographical Society also joined in the procession, and 
there was besides a large concourse of citizens. Over the coffin, on a funeral 
car drawn by two horses, were placed the Masonic clothing and jewels form- 
erly worn by the deceased. The mournful procession moved from the late 
residence of the deceased on Wellington Street, up Bay Street to King Street, 
along King Street to Parliament Street to the cemetery, where the burial ser- 
vice of the Church of England was read by the Rev. Mr, Scadding, after which 
the usual Masonic services were read by the Right Worshipful the Deputy 
Provincial Grand ^Taster, Thomas G. Ridout, Ksq., and the other ceremonies 
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were performed by the brethren of the order; prescribed for the occasion from 
time immemorial- 

" The procession returned from the cemetery in the same order, the Ma- 
sonic brethren to the Lodge room, and the members of the Typographical 
Society to their place of rendezvous, after having: paid the last mark of respect 
to the memory of one who was highly esteemed by them in life, and whose 
melancholy departure, under such trying circumstances, they deeply deplore." 

The minutes of the especial meeting; of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge read: 

Pro vincial Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons for Canada 
W est. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, 
under the authority of the United Grand Lodge of England, the Right Honour- 
able the Earl of Zetland, &c., &c., &c., Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

At an especial meeting, holden at Toronto, on Monday, the 9th day of 
April. 1849, for the purpose of following to the grave, and interring with 
Masonic ceremonies, the remains of our late V, W. Bro. Richard Watson, Past 
G. Sec. 

PRESENT : 

Right Worshipful Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, in the 
chair. 

W. Bro. Henry Sullivan, as G. Senior Warden. 

W. Bro. Rice Lewis, as G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. the Rev. P. V. MeyerhofTer, as G. Chaplain. 

W. Bro. Robert McClure, G. Registrar. 

W. Bro. Francis Richardson. G. Secretary. 
Bro. William A, Campbell, as G. Senior Deacon. 
Bro. C. Sewell, as G. Junior Deacon. 
Bro. William Gooderham, as G. Treasurer. 
W. Bro. S, B. Campbell, G. Director of Ceremonies. 
Bro. M. Raynes, as G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. H. Schallehn, Bro. Thomas Gait, Bro. A. Drummond, Bro. 7E. Irving, 
Bro. yi. Rossin, Bro. A. Gorham, as Grand Stewards. 
W. Bro. Donald McLean, as G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form, at four o'clock p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master having stated to the Grand Lodge the 
purpose for which the brethren were called together, the funeral ceremonies 
were commenced; after which, a procession being formed, the brethren marched 
in the usual order to the residence of our deceased brother, and accompanied 
his remains to the place of interment: when, having performed the accustomed 
ceremonies appointed at the burial of a deceased brother, they returned in the 
same order to the Grand Lodge room. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at half-past six o'clock p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

(Signed^ Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 
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CHAPTER LXIX. 

The Eighth Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
OF Canada West, at Cobourg, 15TH June, 1849. 

The half-yearly communicatiori was held at Cobourg, on the 15th 
June, 1849, ^ town that many years after gave the Craft a Grand 
Master. The illness of R. W, Bro. T. G. Ridout prevented his attend- 
ance, and the chair was filled by the future ruler of the Craft, V. W. 
Bro. William Mercer Wilson, the Gr^xid Senior Warden. Since 
the last and especial meeting another brother had been called away, 
V. W. Bro. Robert McClure, the Grand Registrar. The meeting 
lasted one day, and only routine business was transacted. The 
minutes read : 

At a half-yearly communication, holden at Cobourg', on Friday, the 15th 
day of June, 1849: 

PRESENT : 

Very Worshipful Bro, W. M. Wilson, Grand Senior Warden, as Deputy 
Grand Master, in the chair. 

V. W. Bro. David Bridgeford, as G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. Thomas Evans, G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. the Rev. R. J. Taylor, G. Chaplain. 

V. W^. Bro. Alexander Burnside, G, Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Thomas Hollywell, as G. Senior Deacon. 

W. Bro. George Schryver, G. Junior Deacon. 

W. Bro. S. B. Campbell, G. Director of Ceremonies. 

W. Bro. William Weller, G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. Bernard Foley, G. Steward. 

Bro. R. Ruttan, as G. Steward. 

Bro. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges. 
The Grand Lodge was opened in form, at half-past twelve, p.m.. with 
solemn prayer. 

The By-laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly commvmication, held at Toronto, on 
Thursday and Friday, the i6th and 17th days of November, 1848, and of the 
especial meeting, held at Toronto, on Monday* the 9th day of April, 1849. were 
read and confirmed. 

Before proceeding to the despatch of business the R. W. Provincial Grand 
Warden acting as D. G. M. remarked as follows: — 

I deeply regret that it is my painful duty to inform the P. Grand Lodge 
that a serious illness has prevented the attendance of our R. W. Bro. the De- 
puty Grand Master from presiding upon the present occasion. The absence 
of one who so ably fulfils the duties of his high position, — who so honourably 
maintains the character and standing of our venerable Order, — must be felt 
and deplored by every member of this lodge, more especially when that absence 
is occasioned by the serious illness with which it has pleased the Almighty 
to visit him. As T well know that I speak the sentiments, not only of the Grand 
Lodge, but of every brother present, I now direct the Grand Secretary to place 
these remarks upon the minute book, and to forward the copy of them to our 
R. W. Brother, with the assurance of our affectionate and fraternal sympathy, 
and the expression of our warmest wishes for his speedy and complete restora- 
tion to health." 
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The R. W. Deputy Grand Master also informed the Grand Lodge of the 
demise of V. W. Brother Robert McClure, Grand Registrar, and of V. W. 
Bro. Richard Watson, P. Grand Sec, since the last half-yearly communication 
of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Lodge, that since the half-yearly 
communication, held at Hamilton, in the month of June, 1848, he had received 
reports of the proceedings of the following Grand Lodges of the United States, 
viz.: — Louisiana, Connecticut, Indiana, New York, New Jersey, New Hamp- 
shire, Kentucky, Iowa, Virginia, Michigan, Vermont, Maryland, Georgia, 
Wisconsin, Alabama, Rhode Island, and Florida; also a copy of the proceed- 
ings of the P. Grand Lodge of Montreal and William Henry, from the com- 
mencement to the 9th of December, 1849, inclusive. 

The subject of uniformity in work was still a live question with 
the provincial body, and a determined effort to secure absolute 
uniformitv was made at this session. It W3.s 

Resolved — That a committee of five be appointed for the purpose of 
establishing a uniform mode of working, said committee to consist of the fol- 
lowing brethren, viz. — W. Brother Philip Robinson, M, Ontario Lodge, No. 
20, Port Hope; W. Brother Thomas Hollywell, P. M. St. John's Lodge, No. 
5, Cobourg; V. W. Bro. Thomas M. Jones, Grand Sen. Warden; V. W. Bro. 
David Bridgeford, M. Richmond Lodge, No. 14, Richmond Hill; and W. Bro. 
Donald McLean, P. M. St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, Toronto; — three to form a 
quorum, and to report at the half-yearly communication in November next.'* 

The frequent changes in many of the by-laws of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge need not call for special comment, as it is not reasonable 
to suppose that a body newly organized should have a code of laws 
and regulations perfect in every respect. This, the third of the 
pioneer Grand Lodges, had to profit by experience. 

It was a rule of Grand Lodge, as enacted by Article 23 of the 
by-laws, that all business must be brought before a general com- 
mittee, consisting of the present and past Provincial Grand officers 
and the Master of each lodge present on the Wednesday before each 
semi-annual communication, and also that No motion or other 
matter shall be brought into discussion in the P. G. Lodge unless it 
shall have been previously communicated to this General Committee/' 

This latter clause seems redundant, for it was included in the 
first part of Article 23, so that it was 

" Resolved — That the latter part of Article 23 of the By-laws of the Grand 
Lodge, from the words ' No motion ' to the end, be rescinded " 

The Provincial Grand body purposed that the festival of St. John 
should be duly honoured by the governing body at each of its com- 
munications, so that it was 

Resolved, — That this Grand Lodge do hold a festival, by dining to- 
gether at the next half-yearly communication." 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form, at nine o'clock, p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

(Signed J Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 
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CHAPTER LXX. 

The Ninth Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
OF Canada West, Held at Toronto in November, 1849. 

The second half-yearly meeting assembled in November, 1849, at 
the hall of St. Andrew's lodge, in the upper story of Beard's Hotel, on 
the north-east corner of Church and Colborne streets, Toronto. Noti- 
fication h,ad been made in the British Colonist " of 9th November, 
1849, follows: 

PivOVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF FREEMASONS, CANADT^ WEST. 

The regular half-yearly meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Free- 
masons, Canada West, will take place on Thursday next, the 15th instant, at 
13 o'clock noon in the Masonic Hall, Toronto, corner of Church and Colborne 
streets. 

The Brethren will dine together in the evening. 

It is requested that immediate application be made to the undersigned for 
Tickets so that the necessary arrangements may be made with respect to 
numbers at the dinner. 

Fratstcts Richardson, 

P. Grand Secretary. 

Toronto, Nov. 8th, 1849. 

Routine business was transacted, which included a report from 
the Board of General Purposes. The Grand Treasurer, Bro. Alex- 
ander Burnside. was re-elected, and direction was made to the Board 
of General Purposes to enquire why the committee on a uniform mode 
of working- had not reported. The minutes read: 

At a half-yearly communication, holden at Toronto, on Thursday, the 
15th day of November, 1849. 

PRESENT : 

Right Worshipful Brother Thomas G. Ridout. Deputy Grand Master, in 
the chair. 

W. Br. J. L. Willson, as G. Senior Warden. 

W. Br. W. F. Murray, as G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Br. P. V. Meyerhoffer. as G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Alexander Burnside, G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

Br. Richard Bull, as G. Senior Deacon. 

Br. W. H. Weller, as G. Junior Deacon. 

W. Br. Kivas Tully, G. Superintendent of Works. 

W. Br. S. B.Campbell, G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Br. H. Schallehn, G. Organist. 

W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, as G. Pursuivant. 

Br. D. C. O'Brien, Br. B. Foley, G. Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Mast ers. Fast IVIasters, and Wardens of several lodges. 
The Grand Lodge was opened in form, at half-past two o'clock, p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

The by-laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 
The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
held at Cobourg, on Friday, the T5th of June, T849, were read and confirmed. 
The Grand Secretary read excuses from the following lodges, for non- 
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attendance at the present session, viz. — The Corinthian Lodge, Peterborough; 
True Britons' Lodge, No. 31. Perth; St. Francis' Lodge, No. 17. Smith's Falls, 
and the Dalhousie Lodge, Bytown. 

The Grand Secretary read a petition from the Unity Lodge, No. 19, Whitby, 
*«ated 6th November, 1849. praying this Grand Lodge to remit a portion of the 
sum due from the Unity Lodge to this Grand Lodge, on the ground that the 
names of twentj^-two members had been erased from the register of the Unity 
Lodge for non-payment of dues, which dues included the moneys payable to 
this Grand Lodge. 

Whereupon it was 

Resolved — That the subject of the petition from Unity Lodge, relating to 
moneys due to the Grand Lodge, be referred to the Board of General Purposes; 
also that the Board be directed to inquire into the regularity of the proceedings 
of the said lodge during the last five years, and take such action thereon as 
may be necessary and proper under the circumstances, in pursuance of the 
rules and reaculations of the Craft, and to report to the Grand Lodge at its next 
meeting. 

Resolved — That the Grand Secretary having brought under the notice of 
the Grand Lodge that several lodges have not complied with the regulations, 
by furnishing returns, &c., that it be resolved and ordered, that the Board of 
General Purposes be directed to investigate and inquire into tlie cause of these 
irregularities. 

The Grand Lodge was then adjourned until 6 o'clock, p.m. 
The Grand Lodge re-assembled at seven o'clock, p.m. 

The Grand Secretary^ presented a report from the Board of General Pur- 
poses, in relation to the account of the Grand Treasurer during the past Ma- 
sonic year, which was received and adopted. 

The Grand Secretary stated that, since the last half-yearly meeting of the 
Grand Lodge, he had received reports of the proceedings of the following 
Grand Lodges of the United States, viz. — New York, Maryland. Louisiana, 
New Hampshire. !\f assachusetts and Iowa. 

Tlie R. W. Deputy Grand blaster was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this was the time appointed by by-law for the annual election of Treasurer, 
and the appointment of other Grand Officers; whereupon' 

R. W. Bro. Alex. Burnside was duly elected to the office of Grand Trea- 
surer for the ensuing ^Masonic year. 

The R- W. Deputy Grand Master was then pleased to appoint the following 
brethren as officers of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year, all of 
whom, together with the Grand Treasurer-elect, were duly installed, in person 
or by proxy, and proclaimed according to ancient form. 

V. W. Br. James A. Henderson. P. M. Lodge No. 3, Kingston, G. Senior 
Warden. 

V. W. Br. Hugh Scobie, ^I. Lodge No. t, Toronto, G. Junior Warden. 
V. W. Br. The Rev. P. V. MeyerhofTer, Lodge No, i, Toronto, G. Chap- 
lain. 

V. W. Br. Adam Wilson, M. Lodge, No. 13, Toronto. G. Registrar. 
V. W. Br. Francis Richardson. P. IM. Lodge, No. 18, Toronto. G. Secretary. 
W. Br. Alexander Gordon, P. INI. Lodge, No. 2. Niagara, G. Senior Deacon. 
W. Br. W. F. Murray, M. Lodge, No. 22, Hamilton. G. Junior Deacon. 
Br. J. G. Howard, Lodge, No. i, Toronto, G. Superintendent of Works. 
W. Br. J. L. Willson, M. Lodge, No. it, Hamilton, G. Director of Cere- 
monies. 

Br. R. Dennistoun, J. W. Lodge. No. 23, Peterborough, Asst. do. 
W. Br. Donald INIcLean, P. M. Lodge, No. i, Toronto, G, Sword Bearer. 
Br. Henry Schallehn, Lodge No. 13, Toronto, G. Organist. 
Br. Richard Bull, S. W. Lodge, No. 22, Hamilton, G. Pursuivant. 
W. Br. G. F. Downs, M. Lodge, No. 2, Niagara: Br. W. M. Strange, S. 
W. Lodge, No. 3, Kingston: Br. John Tully, Lodge No. i, Toronto; Br. 7E. 
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Irving, Lodge No. i, Toronto; Br. W. H. Weller, Lodge, No, i, Toronto; 
Br. C. Fitzgibbon, Lodge No. i8, Toronto, G. Stewards. 
Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

It was ordered from the chair that the Board of General Purposes be 
directed to enquire why the committee appointed at the last half-yearly meeting 
of the Grand Lodge for the purpose of establishing a uniform mode of working, 
and ordered to report at its present session, had not acted in compliance with 
the motion then unanimously adopted. 

Resolved — That the Grand Secretary be directed to complete the clothing 
of the Grand Stewards, by adding thereto the emblem of the office. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form, at half-past eight, p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 

The returns of the Grand Treasurer from ist April, 1849, until 
the 14th November, 1850, show that there were twenty-nine lodges 
on the register, all numbered. Another Rose lodge, at Sandwich, had 
just received its warrant and was unnumbered. Thistle lodge. No. 27, 
at Amherstburg, and Amity lodge, No. 29, at Dunnville, were both 
new lodges which had received numbers during the year. The total 
receipts for the half-year were £230. i8s. 5d., of which the Grand Lodge 
of England obtained £41. los. yd. The returns show that the Grand 
Secretary- was paid at the rate of £50 per year; £36. i8s. had been 
expended in aprons, collars and jewels for six Grand Stewards, and 
similar requisites had been purchased for three Grand officers, whose 
titles are not designated. Notwithstanding the amount of arrearages 
the finances of the Grand Lodge were in a fairly satisfactory con- 
dition. 

The returns show the addition of True Britons' lodge at Perth to 
the list of lodges. 

This meeting is noticeable as the minutes close with a list of 
leading men in civil life. Bro. James A. Henderson was coming to 
the front as a barrister. Bro. Hugh Scobie was the proprietor of the 
" British Colonist,*' a leading newspaper of Toronto. The Rev. Bro. 
I\Ieyerhof¥er was a clergyman of no mean repute. V. W\ Bro. Adam 
Wilson was afterwards Mayor of Toronto and subsequently a Chief 
Justice of Ontario. W. Bro. J. G. Howard was the City Kngineer, a 
man of marked ability. Bro. ^Emilius Irving is a distinguished bar- 
rister and Q.C. Bro. W. H. Weller >vas a barrister and afterwards a 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 


CHAPTER LXXL 

The Tenth CoMMUNiCATioisr of the Provhstctal Gkand Lodge of 
Canada West, at Toronto, June, 1850. 

The half-yearly communication of June, 1850, was one marked 
by a resolution of the Grand Lodge to communicate with the parent 
body in England, asking additional powers and authority, so that the 
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dues of private lodges might be transmitted through the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, which in turn should receive the diplomas of members 
registered in the books of the Grand Lodge of Kngland. The R. W. 
the D. G. M. communicated the fact that the questions submitted to 
the Grand Lodge of England, w^ith reference to the initiation of candi- 
dates under twenty-one, and the power to grant dispensations for that 
purpose, had been answered, but the rulings are not given. 

The minutes of this meeting reveal slight indications of what 
within five years led to a disintegration in Craft government in Canada 
West. The expressions of fraternal regard for England, while cer- 
tainly sincere, were made to emphasize the fact that Canadian Masons 
desired to keep intact the bond that had been newly made in Attgust, 
1845, when the Third Provincial Grand Lodge was established. The 
officers of the provincial bod^^ were men of sense. They possessed 
sufficient forethought to see that to make a success of Craft work in 
Canada West there must be one provincial body, one governing head 
and one medium of communication with England. 

The work of the Provincial Grand Lodge in the province had 
not been strengthened by the formation of subordinate bodies from 
other jurisdictions, and, with a view, perhaps, of opening a way for a 
general reconciliation of the lodges of the two jurisdictions (England 
and Ireland), which held the ground in Canada West, a memorial to 
England had been prepared. The minutes are as follows: — 

At a half-3^early communication, holden at Toronto, on Thursday, the 
6th day of June, 1850. 

present: 

Right Worshipful Brother Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, in 
the chair, 

W. Br. Kivas Tully, as G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Br. Hugh Scobie. G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Br. The Rev. P. V. Meyerhoffer, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Alexander Burnside, G. Treasurer. 

V, W. Br, Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W. Br. Ezra Annes, as G. Senior Deacon. 

Br. Asa Burnham, as G. Junior Deacon. 

W. Br. S. B. Campbell, as G. Director of Ceremonies, 

Br. Robert Dennistoun, Asst do. 

Br. Henry Schallehn, G. Organist. 

W. Br. Donald McLean, G. Sword Bearer. 

W. Br. Richard Bull, G, Pursuivant. 

Br. W. H. Welier; Br. John Tully, Grand Stewards. 

Br. J. H. Ritchey; W. Br. N. Gatchell, as Grand Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler, 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at half-past seven o'clock, p.m., 
with solemn prayer. 

The by-laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, held at 
Toronto, on the iSth day of November, 1849, were read and confirmed. 

The memorial to England shows that the provincial body was 
not satisfied that lodges should report direct to England. It was: 

Resolved — That a respectful memorial be prepared, under the direction 
of the P. Grand Master, from this Grand Lodge, and transmitted to the Grand 
Lodge of England, expressive of the fraternal attachment of this Grand Lodge 
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to the Parent Lodge, and of their desire to promote the interests of Masonry 
under the Eng^lish constitutions; that with this view it is considered essentially 
necessary that the Grand Lodge of England should confer additional pc5wers 
upon and extend the authority of this Grand Lodge, so as to enable it to col- 
lect all dues payable to the Grand Lodge of England from the different lodges 
in Upper Canada, and transmit them to the Grand Lodge of England, and to 
receive in return from the Grand Lodge of England the diplomas of all mem- 
bers, to be sent for distribution by this Grand Lodge to the different lodges in 
Upper Canada; that this concession, if granted, would, in the opinion of this 
Grand Lodge, tend greatly to the promotion and consolidation of ^Masonry in 
LTpper Canada, as it would bring all the lodges into direct communication, on 
essential and pecuniary matters, with the P. Grand Lodge, thus making the 
P. Grand I-,odge the medium of communication between all the lodges in Upper 
Canada and the Grand Lodge of England. 

" The Grand Secretar3^ informed the Grand Lodge that since the last half- 
yearly communication he had received the warrant of the Mount Moriah Lodge, 
No. 9, the same being unaccompanied by any document to show from whom 
it came." 

/ 

A lodge under this name had originally been warranted by R. 
W. Bro. Jarvis to work in the township of Hope, county of North- 
umberland. The warrant became dormant and in 18^0 a lodge of 
the same name was warranted at Westminster in Middlesex, and met 
afterwards in the city of London, Canada West. It became dormant 
prior to 1850. 

The Grand Secretary read a communication from V. W. Br. W. H. White, 
Grand Secretary, addressed to R. W^. Br. T. G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, 
and dated January 25, 1850, in which are answered a series of four questions, 
contained in motion No. 6, as recorded on the minutes of a regular half-yearly 
meeting, held at Hamilton, on Thursday and Friday, the 15th and i6th days of 
June, 1848." 

A dispute had arisen in Thistle lodge at Amherstburg, a lodge 
that succeeded Adoniram lodge. No. 18, of the Jarvis regime. The 
lodge had undertaken to expel five members and the Provincial 
Grand Lodge was asked to confirm its action. The minutes continue: 

The W. Master of Thistle lodge, Amherstburg^, informed the Grand 
Lodge of the exclusion of five brethren by the said lodge for alleged unmasonic 
conduct, and praying the Grand Lodge to confirm the decision of the Thistle 
lodge, as also to expel said brethren from the Craft, The W. Master gave the 
Grand Lodge a condensed view of the circumstances which led to the action 
taken by the Thistle lodge in the matter, at the same time informing the Grand 
Lodge that the case had for some time past been under the consideration of 
the Board of General Purposes. 

Whereupon it was 

Resolved — That the matter relative to the exclusion of five members of 
the Thistle Lodge, Amherstburg, be now taken up, and the documents relative 
thereto be read to the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Secretary then read to the Grand Lodge the whole of the 
correspondence between the Board of General Purposes and the officers of the 
Thistle Lodge; also the correspondence between the Board and certain mem- 
bers of the said lodge, now suspended from their Masonic privileges in the 
said lodge for alleged unmasonic conduct. 

Whereupon it was 

** Resolved — That the subject matter of the Thistle Lodge, Amherstburg, 
be referred back to the Board of General Purposes for final settlement, the 
Board to report thereon at the next regular communication. 

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Lodge, that since the last 
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regular meeting he had received reports of the proceedings oi the following 
Grand Lodges in the United States, viz. — Maryland, South Carolina, Michi- 
gan. Ohio. Vermont, Iowa. New Jersey and Georgia." 

The brethren of Grand Lodge had not forgotten the pleasant 
reunion of 1848, and it was 

Resolved — That the half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, to 
be holden in November next, be celebrated by a public ball, to be given under 
the superintendence of a committee to be appointed by the R. W. Deputy 
Grand Master; the expenses of such ball to be defrayed by the sale of tickets 
to the Craft." 

Rule No. 1 1 of the regulations provided that no vote for the 
grant of money shall be valid unless proposed at the semi-annual com- 
munication prior to that on which action is taken," but as " the case 
of a -Bro. Wilkie was an exceptional one/' it was 

Resolved — That the operation of by-law No. n be suspended on this 
occasion, and that the sum of ten pounds be paid to Br. Wilkie, of Richmond 
Hill, from the funds of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form, at half-past eleven o'clock, p.m., 
with solemn prayer, 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. ' 


CHAPTER LXXIL 

The Eleventh Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
OF Canada West, at Toronto, November, 1850. 

The second half-yearly communication was honoured with the 
presence of the R. W. Provincial Grand ^Master, Sir A. N. MacNab, 
with R. W. Bro. Thos. D. Harington, Past Provincial Deputy Grand 
Pilaster, of the Grand Lodge of Montreal and William Henry, as 
Deputy Grand Master. At this meeting" the matter of Thistle lodge 
was adjusted; the usual report of the Board of General Purposes was 
received and adopted, and the memorial, transmitted to the Grand 
Lodge of England, in accordance with the resolution at the half-yearly 
•meeting in June, was presented and read to Grand Lodge. The me- 
morial recited the history of the Craft, from the time of the appoint- 
ment of the present Provincial Grand Master on August 28, 1844. 
The minutes read: — 

At a half-yearly communication, holden at Toronto, on Thursday and 
Friday, the 14th and 15th days of November, 1850, 

PRESENT : 

Right Worshipful Brother Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Grand Master, in the 
chair. 

R. W. Br. Thomas D. Harington, Past Provincial Deputy Grand Master, 
of the Grand Lodge of Montreal and William Henry, as Deputy Grand Master. 
W, Br. Kivas Tully. as G. Senior Warden. 
W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, as G. Junior Warden. 
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V. W. Br. The Rev. P. V. Meyerhoffer, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Adam Wilson, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W. Br. Ezra Annes, as G. Senior Deacon. 

Br. J. H. Ritchey, as G. Junior Deacon. 

Br. J. G. Howard, G. Superintendent of Works. 

Br. J. L. Willson, G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Br, H. Schallehn, G. Organist. 

W. Br. Donald McLean, G. Sword Bearer. 

W. Br. Richard Bull, G. Pursuivant. 

Br. W. H, Weller; Br. John Tully, G. Stewards. 

Br. J. R. Mountjoy; Br. J. O. Heward, as G. Stewards, 

Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges. 
The Grand Lodge was opened in due form, at seven o'clock, p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

The by-laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
held at Toronto, on the 6th day of June, 1850, were read and confirmed. 

The Grand Secretary stated to the Grand Lodge that the matter of dispute 
between the Thistle lodge, Amherstburg, and four brethren who were excluded 
therefrom, was, in conformity with a resolution to that effect, unanimously 
adopted at the last half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, brought before 
the Board of General Purposes, at a meeting held on the 21st day of October, 
when the Grand Secretary was directed to summon the W. Master of Thistle 
Lodge, and one or more of the excluded brethren, to appear at the present 
meeting of the Grand Lodge, in order that the difference might be finally 
settled by the Grand Lodge; also in accordance with the said summons, Br. 
John McLeod, S. W., in place of the W. Master, but fully authorized to act 
for the lodge, and Br. James Borrowman, on the part of the four excluded 
members, were in attendance. Whereupon 

The R. W. Grand Master was pleased to appoint the following brethren a 
committee to investigate the matter, and to report at an adjourned meeting of 
the Grand Lodge, to be held on the ish inst. 

CoMMiTTEE^ — W. Br. Kivas Tully, P. M. Lodge No. 18; W. Br. Donald 
McLean, G. Sword Bearer: W. Br. R. Bull, G. Pursuivant; V. W. Br. Francis 
Richardson, G. Secretary. 

At eight o'clock, p.m., the Grand Lodge adjourned, by order of the R. W. 
Grand Master, until two o'clock, p. m., of Friday, the 15th instant. 

The Grand Lodge re-assembled at two o'clock, p. m., Friday, Nov. 15th, 
1850. 

The committee appointed by the R. W. Grand Master to investigate the 
differences existing between the Thistle lodge and four members excluded 
therefrom reported that it had made a close and patient enquiry into the matter 
from the commencement, and from the evidence produced on both sides could 
not devise any better mode of settling the same than that recommended by the 
Board of General Purposes, at a meeting held on the 27th of February, 1850. 
It therefore, in furtherance of said recommendation, obtained a promise from 
Br. McLeod, on the part of the Thistle lodge, that the excluded brethren 
should be restored to their Masonic privileges, if Mr. Borrowman, on the part 
of the others, would declare to the committee that he felt regret for all that had 
happened; Br. Borrowman, having complied with this requirement, the com- 
mittee would therefore recommend that the Grand Lodge does hereby declare 
Br. Borrowman and the other brethren fully restored to their Masonic 
privileges. 

The question being put, the report of the committee was received and un- 
animously adopted. 

The Grand Secretary presented a report from the Board of Genera! Pur- 
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poses, in relation to the accounts of the Grand Treasurer during the past 
Masonic year, which was received and adopted. 

The Grand Secretary read to the Grand Lodge a list of all the lodges 
under its jurisdiction which had failed to comply with articler 15 of the by-laws 
of the Grand Lodge; when the R. W. Grand Master was pleased to direct the 
Grand Secretary to send to each a statement of moneys due, and to intimate 
that at the next and at all subsequent meetings of the Grand Lodge, article 15 
would be strictly enforced. 

The clause No. 15 provided that lodges not making- returns could 
not be represented in the Provincial Grand Lodge, The resolution 
concerning the memorial to Kngland passed at the last meeting re- 
sulted in the presentation of the document which it was proposed to 
forward to the mother Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Secretary read, by order of the R. W. Grand Master, a copy 
of the petition which was prepared in accordance with a resolution unanimously 
adopted at the last half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, for transmission 
TO the M. W. Grand Master of England. 

To the Right Honourable Thomas Dundas, Earl of Zetland, Baron Dundas, 
of Aske, in the County of York, &c., &c., &c.. Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of the most Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons of England, 

The memorial of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, in British 
North America, 
Humbly sheweth. 

That the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West was established by 
patent from the Most Worshipful Grand Master of England, dated August 
28, 1844. 

That since that time, thirteen warrants have been granted by the Grand 
Lodge of England, for the establishment of new lodges within this jurisdiction; 
and there were twelve lodges in existence previously, under warrants (with 
two exceptions) granted in September, 1823, of which the Grand Lodge of 
England was only in regular communicg.tion with five, at the time when the 
warrant was issued constituting this Provincial Grand Lodge. That since that 
time the communications from lodges in this province to the Grand Lodge of 
England have not been more regular than formerly — according to the best 
information in our possession — not more than three or four having made re- 
turns to the Grand Lodge, in conformity with the requirements of the con- 
stitutions. That in consequence of these irregularities, and the want of power 
in this Provincial Grand Lodge to remedy the growing evil, the subject was 
taken into consideration at the regular half-yearly meeting, held at Toronto, 
on the 6th of June current, when the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted. (See report of half-yearly meeting on the 6th day of June, 1850.) 

Your memorialists most humbly submit that by article 2, page 73, of the 
book of Constitutions, every country lodge is obliged to annually transmit, by 
" direct " communication, certain specified returns, together with all the moneys 
due to the Grand Lodge of England; and that by article 29, page 69, the penalty 
for neglecting to comply with the above provision is liability to erasure. That it 
is obvious that the majority of lodges in Upper Canada are liable to erasure 
at this moment, and have been in that unfortunate condition for years, owing 
to their having made no returns, nor ihe Grand Lodge having demanded any 
from them, *or reminded them of their neglect- Should this state of things be 
permitted to go on, it is plain that these dues, from their large accumulation, 
will never be paid, and that they must be either abandoned by the Grand Lodge, 
or the lodges erased. Considering the important position and vast extent of 
this province, exceeding one thousand miles in length, it appears reasonable 
to your memorialists that the Provincial Grand Lodge of (Canada West should 
be clothed with more extensive powers than by the constitutions are at pre- 
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sent conferred on ordinary Provincial Grand Lodges; and yoiar memorialists 
represent, that the only remedy, in their humble opinion, for the evils referred 
to is, for the Grand Lodge of England to comply with the terms of the resolu- 
tion of the Provincial Grand Lodge above quoted, in such manner as the 
Grand Lodge of England may deem most expedient, which if granted, will 
tend greatly to the advancement and consolidation of the interests of Masonry 
in this quarter of the globe. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Given at Toronto, under our hands, and the seal of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, this 2gth day of June. A.L. 5850, A.D. 1850. 

While the memorial is valuable as showing the complaints of 
the Provincial Urand Lodge and the number of its lodges, yet it does 
not appear to have been accurate. It states that there were twelve 
lodges in existence previousl3- " under warrants issued in and 
two more in l8-^3, fourteen in all, while the books of the Grand Lodge 
of England show -21 lodges as warranted in the second Provincial 
Grand Lodge of R. W. Bro. McGillivray, viz.: Those from No. 754 
to No. 774, E. K., between 182:2-44 in Canada West. 

The memorialists point out that since 1844 thirteen warrants 
have been issued by England, viz.: to lodges. No. 720, Goderich; No. 
733, Hamilton (Barton, warrant of corporation); No. 779, York 
(Grand River); No. 789, Toronto (Zetland); No. 790, Richmond Hill; 
No. 791, St. Catharines: No. 796, Carleton Place; No. 797, Smith^s 
Falls; No. 798, Ionic, Toronto; No. 797, Whitby; No. 800, Pt. Hope; 
-^o. 833, Hamilton (Strict Observance), and No. 834, Peterborough. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge knew well that all the lodges of 
English obedience were not on its roll, for the lodges warranted by 
England in 18-22, such as Sussex, at Brockville, No. 756, E. R. ; Fred- 
ericksburgh. No. 759, E- R. ; Addington, No. 760; Grimsby, No. 761; 
King Hiram, Oxford, No. 765; Murray, No. 769; Ancaster, No. 770, 
were all lodges that were working, some with regularity, and all pos- 
sessing original warrants from England. So that the requests of the 
Piovincial ( irand Lodge were not unanswerable. The minutes con- 
tinue : — 

The Grand Registrar gave notice that at the next regular meeting of the 
Grand Lodge, he will move that the 15th by-law be amended, by making it a 
ground for not permitting the Master, Wardens, and Past Masters of any lodge 
to attend any meeting of the Grand Lodge, that either the returns or pay- 
ments to the Grand Lodge have been neglected for the space of one year. 

The attenti<in of the Grand Lodge having been called to a certain Masonic 
IX \ ie\v, published in Cincinnati, in June. 1850, in which certain brethren of the 
Thistle lodgf. Anihcrstburg, are stated to have been expelled by the said 
lodge — the Grand Secretary was directed to write to the Master of the Thistle 
Lodge, directing him to communicate with the editor of said review, stating 
the fact that said brethren were not expelled, a private lodge under the English 
constitutions having no power to expel: and at the same time to request said 
editor to give the name of the brother Mason, at whose request the expulsion 
of said brethren was published, and when obtained, to communicate the same 
to the Grand Secretary. 

Bro. W. H. Weller gave notice, that at the next regular meeting of the 
Grand Lodge, he will move that the iSth by-law of the Grand Lodge be 
amended, by striking out the words " the space of/' and inserting instead 
thereof the words. a longer period than," and also by striking out the words 
and Past Masters," and inserting instead thereof the words and the immedi- 
ate Past Masters," or otherwise, as the Grand Lodge may then determine. 

The R. W. Grand Master called the attention of the Grand Lodge to the 
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absence of our Worthy and R. W. Deputy Grand Master, and expressed his 
regret, as also that of the R. W. Bro., that circumstances over which he had 
no control should prevent him from taking his seat in the Grand Lodge on that 
occasion. 

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Lodge that since the last regular 
communication he had received the reports of the proceedings of the following 
Grand Lodges of the United States, viz. — Maine, Mississippi, Indiana, Rhode 
Ishmd, Iowa, New Jersey, and New York, 

The R. W. Grand Master was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge that this 
was the time appointed by by-law for the annual election of Treasurer, and 
the appointment of other Grand Officers — whereupon 

V. W. Br. Alex. Burnside was duly elected to the office of Grand Trea- 
surer, for the ensuing Masonic year. The R. W. Grand Master was then pleased 
to appoint the following brethren as officers of the Grand Lodge for the en- 
suing Masonic year, all of whom were duly installed in person, or by proxy, 
and proclaimed according to ancient form: 

V. W. Br. Kivas Tully, P. M, Lodge No. 18, G. S. Warden. 

V. W. Br. Richard Bull, M. Lodge No. 22, G. J. Warden. 

V. W. Br. The Rev. P. V. Meyerhoffer, Lodge No. 14, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Adam Wilson, M. Lodge No. 13, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson. M. Lodge No. 18, G. Secretary. 

W. Br. H. Melville, ^L Lodge No. 2, G. Senior Deacon. 

W. Br. N. Gatchell. P. M. Lodge No. 14, G. Junior Deacon. 

Br. J, G. Howard, Lodge No. i, G. Superintendent of Works. 

Br. J. O. Heward, Lodge No, 18, G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Br. W. H. Weller, Lodge No. i. Assistant do. 

Br. H. Schallehn, Lodge No. 13, G. Organist. 

W. Br. L. Biglow, M. Lodge No. 28, G. Pursuivant. 

Br. J. H. Ritchey, J. W. Lodge No. 18, G. Sword Bearer. 

Br. W. H. Draper. Lodge No. 18: Br. H. Meyer, Lodge No. 18; Br. A. H. 
Coulson, Lodge No. 18: W. Br. L. Langstaff. M. Lodge No. 14; Br. J. R. 
Mountjoy, Lodge No. i: Br. T. B. Harris. Lodge No. 22, G. Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, Lodge No. 11, G. Tyler. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in due form, at half-past four o'clock, p.m., 
with solemn prayer. 

(Signed) Francis Richarosok, 

Grand Secretary. 

The list for this year included prominent men, such as R. W. 
Bro. Kivas Tully, afterwards City Engineer of Toronto, and subse- 
quently in charge of the Public Works of Ontario; Bro. W. H. Dra- 
per, afterwards Chief Justice; Bro. T. B. Harris, afterwards Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The' returns for the year show that there were twenty-nine lodges 
on the roll, viz. : 

No. I, St. Andrew's lodge, Toronto; No. 2, Niagara lodge, Ni- 
agara; No. 3, St. John's lodge, Kingston; No. 4, Belleville lodge, 
Belleville; No. 5, St. John's lodge, Cobourg; No. 6, Union lodge, 
Xapanee; No. 7, Western Light lodge, Lloydtown; No. 8, Prince 
Edward lodge, Picton ; No. 9, Mt. Moriah lodge, London; No. 10, 
Union lodge, Goderich ; No. 11, Barton lodge, Hamilton; No. 12, 
St. John's Lodge, York (G. R.); No. 13, Zetland lodge, Toronto; No. 
14, Richmond lodge, Richmond Hill; No. 15, St. George's lodge, St. 
Catharines; No. 16, St. John's lodge, Carleton Place; No. 17, St. 
Francis' lodge. Smith's Fall^ : No. 18, Ionic lodge, Toronto ; No. 19, 
Unity lodge, Whitbv: No. 20, Ontario lodge. Port Hope; No. 21, True 
Britons' lodge, Perth; No. 22, Strict Observance lodge, Hamilton: 


53^ 


HISTORV OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


No, 23, Corinthian lodge, Peterborough; No, 24, Oalhousie lodge, 
Bytown (Ottawa); No. :25, Kemptville lodge, Kemptville; No. 26, 
Wellington lodge, Guelph; No. 27, Thistle lodge, Amherstburg ; 
No. 28, Jerusalem lodge, Bowmanville ; No. 29, Amit}' lodge, Dunn- 
ville. 

The 29 lodges on the list represented a total membership of about 
2,200. The financial returns show that £41. los. 7>4d. was paid to the 
Grand Lodge at London, and £189. 7s. 9>^d. to the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, an average receipt of two shillings currency per head of the 
membership. The Provincial Grand Lodge purchased this year new 
regalia for nearly all the Grand Officers at an expenditure of £57. 


CHAPTER LXXIII. 

The Twelfth Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge 

AT Toronto, June, 185 i. 

The proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge, during this 
year, were not signalized by anything of special import. The com- 
munication at Toronto, in June of 1851, was honoured by the presence 
of the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge for the district of Montreal 
and William Henry, R. W. Bro. Badgely, and he favoured the mem- 
bers with an exemplification of the work in the first three degrees, as 
given in Lower Canada, and in accordance with the work in Kngland. 
The neglect of lodges to make satisfactory retvirns and pay the requi- 
site fees led to a resolution of Grand Lodge empowering the Board 
of General Purposes to settle all disputes on such terms as might be 
satisfactory to the Board. The fact that by the resolution there were 
deductions in the amounts dvie b}^ private lodges is evidence that 
accounts were in dispute and required readjustment. A decision was 
also given with reference to the privileges of honorary members, in 
that they were entitled to all the privileges of paying members, except 
that of being elected or appointed to office, and that honorary members 
may be placed on the roll of paying members without ballot. The rule 
at this date, which seemed to prevail, was that an honorary member 
could not come back to the activities and privileges of regular mem- 
bership unless by being duly proposed and ballotted for. This rule 
of course, does not prevail ro-day. 

It was always customary to head the official minutes with the 
name of the Provincial Grand Master of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
and that of the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England. The 
minutes read: 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons for Can- 
ada West. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Right Worshipful Provincial Grand 
Master, under the authority of the United Grand Lodg:e of England, the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Zetland, &c., &c., &c.. Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

At a half-yearly communication, holden at Toronto, on Wednesday and 
Thursday, the iith and 12th days of June, 1851. 
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present: 

Rig-ht Worshipful Brother W. Badgely, Grand Master for Montreal and 
William Henry, in the Chair. 

R. W. Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master. 

V. W. Br. Kivas Tully, G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. Alex. Burnside, G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. F. Richardson, G. Secretary. 

Bro. W. P. Vidal, as G. Senior Deacon. 

W. Bro. N. Gatchell, G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. J. G. Howard, G. Superintendent of Works. 

Bro. John O. Heward, G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Bro. W. H. Weller, Assistant G. D, of Ceremonies. 

W. Bro. Isaac Aaron, as G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. John H. Ritchey, G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. Thos. B. Harris, W. Bro. L. LangstafT, Bro. J. R. Mountjoy, Bro. H. 
Meyer, G. Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form at eight o'clock p.m. 

The by-laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, held 
at Toronto, on Thursday and Friday, the 14th and isth days of November, 
1850, were read and confirmed. 

R. W. Bro. Badg^ely was an expert in Craft work, and his ability 
to exemplify the deg:rees was well known. The Provincial Grand 
Lodge took advantage of his presence, for 

" At the request of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, the R. W. Grand 
Master for Montreal and William Henry was pleased to work through the 
three first degrees of Masonry, for the information of the Grand Lodge; the 
same being the work as practised in Lower Canada, and sanctioned by the 
Grand Lodge of Kngland, also being the same as practised by the Ionic Lodge, 
No. 18, Toronto. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master having taken the chair, the R. W. Bro. 
W^m. Badgely was pleased to retire/' 

It was decided to have new regalia for the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and it was 

Resolved, — That the Board of General Purposes be empowered to obtain 
a new set of aprons and collars for the officers of this Grand Lodge, agreeable 
to the order laid down in the book of Constitutions, under the head of regalia.'* 

The Provincial Grand Lodge had always met in its semi-annual 
communications when in Toronto at the rooms of St. Andrew's 
lodge on the north-east corner of Church and Colborne streets, a 
lodge room situated within a few hundred feet of the first lodge room 
in York in 1818, so that it was 

" Resolved, — That the Board of General Purposes be authorized to pay 
5^uch sum of money as it may think fit, toward the rent of St. Andrew's Lodge « 
Room, for the occupation thereof, for the various occasions on which the 
Grand Lodge has made use of the same, and for the future occupancy thereof." 

At eleven o'clock, p.m., the Grand Lodge adjourned by the order of the 
R. W. Deputy Grand Master, until half-past eight o'clock, a.m., on Friday, 
the T2th instant. 
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The meeting" of the next day determined a matter of which no 
reference is to be fovmd in the minutes of Ionic lodge, No. i8. It 
must have been serious to bring such severe discipUne as expulsion. 
The minutes read : ^ 

In Grand I^odge re-assembled on Friday, the i-2th June. 1851. 
The Grand Lodge re-assembled at nine o'clock a.m. 

The Grand Secretary laid before the Grand Lodge the report of a com- 
mittee appointed by the Ionic Lodge No. 18, Toronto, to investigate certain 
charges preferred against V. W. Bro. the Rev. P. V. Meyerhoffer, which 
charges being fully proved, it was recommended in said report that the R. W. 
Grand Master be solicited to deprive the said Bro., the Rev. P, V. Meyer- 
hoffer, of the office of Grand Chaplain; whereupon it was moved by V. W. Br. 
David Bridgeford, seconded by Bro. W. Nathan Gatchell. G. Jun. Deacon: 

That the recommendation in the report of the Ionic Lodge, No. 18, in 
reference to the V. W. Grand Chaplain. Bro. P. Meyerhoffer, be adopted.'* 

It was then moved in amendment by \^ . W. Bri>. Kiva^ Ttilly, G. S. \\^ar- 
den. and seconded by V. W. Bro. A. Burnside. Grand Treasurer: 

That the recommendation of the Ionic Lodge No. 18. in reference to Bro. 
P. V. Meyerhoffer, Grand Chaplain, be not adopted, and that all after the words 
' Provincial Grand Master ' be struck out and the following substituted, * and 
that Bro. P. V. Meyerhoffer be reprimanded by the P. Grand Master, and 
directed to be more cautious in future.' " 

The motion in amendment being put to the Grand Lodge, was lost. 

The original motion being then put. was carried. 

The next business of Grand Lodg-e was the adjustment of all ac- 
counts between the lodges and the Provincial body. The collection 
of fees from the lodges had always been a source of difficulty. From 
1792-1822, and as late as 1851, lodges had been dissatisfied with the 
manner in which the finances of the Craft had been managed; indeed, 
the only satisfactory Grand Treasurer had been R. W^. Bro. J. H. Dunn. 
The Provincial Grand Lodge, howexer, desired to have all the lodges 
on its roll and knew that if accounts were adjvisted confidence w^ould be 
restored. It was 

' Resolved, — That the Board of General Purposes be empowered to ad- 
just all accounts between the various lodges in Upper Canada and the P. 
Grand Lodge, in such a manner as to the Board may seem equitable and pro- 
per, in each case as they, from time to time, severally arise, and to report 
regularly to the Grand Lodge, when any deductions are made from any ac- 
counts." 

R, W. Bro. Badg^ely had been very energetic in his visit to 
Upper Canada, and while in Toronto initiated on one evening three 
candidates at a meeting of Ionic lodge. In return for his courtesy 
to the Provincial body it was 

Resolved, — That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tendered to the 
R- W. P. Grand Master of Lower Canada, Bro. W. Badgely, for his brotherly 
kindness in visiting this Grand Lodge yesterday, and lecturing to the brethren 
therein, on the three symbolical degrees, as approved by the Grand Lodge of 
Hngland, and practised by all the lodges working under its authority, in con- 
formity with the book of constitutions, and that a copy of this resolution be 
communicated to R. W. Bro. Badgely. That in order to secure uniformity 
in the working of all the lodges appertaining to this Grand Lodge it be an 
instruction to the Board of General Purposes to take all necessary steps to 
bring about a uniformity so desirable, and report from time to time to tTie 
Grand Lodge," 
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This is the first communication of the Provincial Grand I^odge 
where the Board of General Purposes was appointed, and in which 
the names of the members are given. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to appoint the following 
brethren as members of the Board of General Purposes, for the ensuing Ma 
sonic year: 

V. W. Kro. Alex. Burnside, P. M. Lodge No. i. President. 

V. W. Bro. F. Richardson, P. M. Lodg:e No. i8. 

V. W. Bro. Hugh Scobie, M. Lodge No. i. 

W. Bro. Isaac Aaron, P. M. Lodge No. i8. 

W. Bro. Thomas Paul, P. M. Lodge No. i. 

W. Bro. H. Melville, M. Lodge No. 2. 

W. Bro. N. Gatchell, P. M. Lodge No. 14. 

W. Bro. M. Teefy, M. Lodge No. 14. 

V. W. Bro. David Bridgeford, P. M. Lodge No. 14. 

W. Bro. J. B. Hall, M. Lodge No. 4. 

W. Bro. Dennistoun, M. Lodge No. 24, 

W. Bro. L. Big:elow, M. Lodge No. 18. 

The W. :Master of Lodge No. ti, Hamilton. 

The selections were made in order that all parts of the jurisdic- 
tion might be covered, and mchided Toronto, Niagara, Richmond 
Hill, Peterborough apd Hamilton. 

On the question being put, it was decided by the Grand Lodge that 
honorary members of a private lodge are entitled to all the privileges of paying- 
members, except those of being- elected or appointed to office, and that 
honorary members may at any time become paying- members without a ballot, 
on declaring their intention to that effect. 

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Lodge that since the last half- 
yearly communication of the Grand Lodge he had received reports of the pro- 
ceedings of the following Grand Lodges of the United States, viz.: Maryland, 
North Carolina. Wisconsin and Georgia. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at noon. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 


CHAPTER LXXIV. 

Special CoMMUisriCATTOisr of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, at Port Hope, September, 1851. 

The citizens of Port Hope, on the occasion of the erection of 
their new Market House, asked the presence of the Craft, and on the 
Qth September, 185 1, an especial meeting- of Grand Lodge was called, 
presided over by R. W. Bro. Thos. Gibbs Ridout, who performed the 
duty in a skilful and workmanlike manner. The mitiutes read: 

At a special communication holden at Port Hope, on Tuesday, the Qth 
day of September. 1851, for the purpose of laying^ the foundation stone of a 
Town Hall and Market House in the course of erection in that place. 

present: 

Right Worshipful Bro. Thos. G, Ridout. Deputy Grand Master, in the 
chair. 
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V. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. Thos. Hollywell, as G. Treasurer. 

W. Bro. G. Bennett, as G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

Bro. R. Ridley, as G. Senior Deacon. 

Bro. H. Ruttan, as G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro, Campbell, as G. Superintendent of Works. 

Bro. Fidler, as G. Director of Ceremonies, 

Bro. Smart, as Assistant Director of Ceremonies. 

Bro. Whitehead, as G. Pursuivant, 

Bro. A. C. Thompson, as G. Organist. 

Bro. Dougall, as G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. Fraser, Bro. G. Wardc, Bro. Roger Bates, Bro. R. Maxwell, Bro. 

J. D. Macdougall, as Grand Stewards. 
Bro. John Morrison^ G. Tyler. 

W. Bro. Geo. Cunningham, carrying Cornucopia. 

Bro. Asa Burnham, carrying Kwer of Wine. 

W. Bro. H. S. Reid, carrying Kwer of Oil. 

Bro. Hubbel, carrying Corinthian Light. 

Bro, Francis, carrying Dome. 

W. Bro. J, B. Hall, carrying Ionic Light. 

Bro. W. H. Weller, carrying the Mall. 

Bro. C. John Hall, carrying Column of G. Sen. Warden. 
Bro. Thomas Cronan, carrying column of G. Jr. Warden. 
Bro. Clute. 

The officers and six members of St. John's Lodge, No. 5. Cobourg. 

The officers and nine members of Ontario Lodge No. 20, Port Hope. 

The officers and two members of Corinthian Lodge, No. -23, Peterborough. 

The officers and three members of Jerusalem Lodge, No. 28. Bowmanville, 
with several other brethren belonging to various other lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at one o'clock p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master, having stated to the Grand Lodge the 
purpose for which it was assembled: 

A procession was formed, which marched in the usual order to the site 
of the new Town Hall and Market House, the foundation stone of which was 
laid by the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, with the accustomed ceremonies, 
after which an oration was delivered by V. W. Bro. the Rev. R. J. C. Taylor, 
who was appointed Grand Orator for the occasion. The procession then re- 
formed and returned to the lodge room. 

Resolved unanimously, — That this Grand Lodge do record on its minute 
book a vote of thanks to V. W. Bro. the Rev. R. J. C. Taylor, for the very able 
and eloquent address delivered by him after the ceremonies of laying the foun- 
dation stone were completed. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at three o'clock p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 
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CHAPTER LXXV. 

The Thirteenth Communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, at Toronto, in November, 1851. 

The half-yearly communication at Toronto, in November of 1851, 
was one of ordinary character. Routine business was transacted, and 
a vote of thanks passed to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for the 
hospitable reception accorded ofificers of the Grand Lodge and breth- 
ren of Toronto, while attending the celebrated railway jubilee in Bos- 
ton in September, 185 1. The minutes read: 

At a half-yearly communication, holden at Toronto, on Wednesday, the 
I2th day of November, 1851. 

present: 

Right Worshipful Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, in the 
chair. 

V. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, G. Senior Warden. 
V. W, Bros. Richard Bull, G. Junior Warden. 
V. W. Bro. A. Burnside, G. Treasurer. 
V. W. Bro. F, Richardson. G. Secretary. 
W. Bro. Donald McLean, as G. Senior Deacon. 
W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, G. Junior Deacon. 
Bro. John O. Heward, G. Director of Ceremonies. 
Bro, W. H. Weller, as G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. A. H. Coulson, Bro. L. Langstaff, Bro. H. Meyer, Bro. J. R. Mount- 
joy, G. Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, with several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at eight o^cIock p.m. 

The by-laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
holden at Toronto, on Wednesday and Thursday, the nth and 12th days of 
June, 185 1 : and of an especial meeting, holden at Port Hope, on Tuesday, the 
9th day of September, 185 1, were read and confirmed. 

The Grand Secretary read a communication from R. W, Bro. Wm. Badgely, 
Grand Master for the District of Montreal and William Henry, conveying his 
thanks for the resolution in favor of the said R. W. Brother, unanimously 
adopted at the last halt-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

The Rev. Bro. Meyerhof¥er had been expelled at a previous 
communicaticn on charg-es broug-ht by Ionic lodge, and at this com- 
munication the Rev. Bro. McAlpin was to be disciplined. 

It was moved by V. W. Kivas Tully, Grand Senior Warden, and seconded 
by V. W. Bro. Richard Bull, Grand Junior Warden, — That a committee of 
three brethren be appointed to investigate and report forthwith on the charges 
against the Rev. Bro. Harvey McAlpin, of Kemptville Lodge, as contained in 
the report of the W. Master of said lodge to the communication of the Grand 
Secretary, dated June 30, 1851. 

The motion, being put to the Grand Lodge, was negatived. 

It was then resolved, that the report of the Kemptville lodge, and the evi- 
dence in support of it, be taken into consideration by this Grand Lodge forth- 
with. 

The Grand Secretary then read to the Grand Lodge as much of the evi- 
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dence as was sufficient to substantiate tlie charges preferred against the Rev. 
Bro. Harvey McAlpin, when it was 

Resolved,— That the Rev. Bro. Harvey McAlpin be expelled from the 
Grand Lodge, and all the privileges of Masonry. 

The great railway jubilee of 1850 had attracted many Canadians 
to the American city, Boston. Many of these v^ere Masons, and 
while at The Hub/' tne3^ had been handsomely treated. It was^ 
therefore, 

Resolved unanimously, — That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be con- 
veyed to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for the fraternal and hospitable 
reception given to the officers of this Grand Lodge and the several brethren 
under this jurisdiction, while attending the railroad jubilee in Boston on the 
17th, i8th and 19th days of September last, and that the Grand Secretary do 
transmit a copy of this resolution to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
Alassachu setts." 

The Grand Secretary presented to the Grand Lodge a report from the 
Board of General Purposes, in relation to the accounts of the Grand Treasurer 
during the past Masonic year, which was received and adopted. 

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Lodge that since the last regular 
communication he had received reports of the proceedings of the following 
Grand Lodges of the United States, viz. : — Arkansas, Alississippi, Mew Jersey, 
Louisiana, New York, Indiana, Delaware, California, Connecticut, Massa- 
chusetts, Iowa, Texas, Columbia and Kentucky. 

The R. W^. Deputy Grand INIaster was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this was the time appointed by by-law for the annual election of Treasurer, 
and the appointment of other Grand officers; whereu|>on 

V. W. Bro. Alexander Burnside was duly elected to the office of Grand 
Treasurer for the ensuing Alasonic year. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand IMaster was then pleased to appoint the following 
brethren as officers of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year, all of 
whom, together with the Grand Treasurer-elect, were duK^ installed in person, 
or by proxy, and proclaimed according to ancient form: 

V. W. Bro. George Cunningham, P, M. Lodge No. 23. G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro, Charles Magill, M. Lodge No. 11, G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, Lodge No. 18. G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Bro. Adam Wilson, AT. Lodge No. 13, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, M. Lodge No. 18. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, P. M. Lodge No. 18, G. Senior Deacon. 

Bro. Henry S. Reid, M. Lodge No. -28, G. Junior Deacon 

Bro. John Tully, Lodge No. i, G. Sviperintendent of Work5 

Bro. John O. Heward, S. W. Lodge No. f8. G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Bro. Wm. Jamieson, Lodge No. i. Assistant Director of Ceremonies. 

Bro. J. P. Clarke, Lodge No. i, G. Organist. 

W. Bro. Thomas Paul, P. M. Lodge No. t, G. Sword Bearer. 
Bro. W. H. Weller, S. W. Lodge No. i, G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. J. R. Mountjoy, Lodge No. i; Bro. D. McDonald, Lodge No. i; 
Bro. Hiram Piper, Lodge No. t; Bro, A. H, Coulson, Lodge No. t8; Bro. P. 
P. Stow, Lodge No. 18; Bro John Blackburn. Lodge No t8, G. Stewards. 

Bro, John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The months of June and November, in which the semi-annual 
commimications of the Grand Lodge were held, were found not to be 
as convenient as May and October, so that it was 

Resolved, — That Article No. 3t of the Grand Lodge by-laws be so altered 
that May and October may be substituted for the meeting of the Grand Lodge, 
instead of June and November." 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at half-past eleven o'clock p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 
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CHAPTER LXXVI. 

The Fourteenth Communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, at Toronto, in June, 1852. 

The half-yearly communication was held at Toronto in June, 
1852. At the opening- of Grand I^odge an address was delivered by 
R. W. Bro. Ridout. but it is not reported in the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings. This is the first allusion to any address at a Provincial 
Grand Lodge meeting- since the time that the position was occupied 
by R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon. A proposition to again memorialize 
the Grand Lodge of England was again placed on the notice paper, 
and other routine matters were disposed of. 

At a half-yearly communication, holden at Toronto, on Wednesday, the 
9th day of June. 1853. 

present: 

Right Worshipful Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, in the 
Chair. 

V, W. Bro. Geo. Cunningham, G. Senior W^arden. 

V. W. Bro. Charles Magill, G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, G. Chaplain. 

V, W. Bro. A. Burnside, G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon, as G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. F. Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, G. Senior Deacon. 

Bro. F. W. Barron, as G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. John Tully, G. Superintendent of Works. 

Bro. JofTn O. Heward, G. Director •of Ceremonies. 

Bro, W. M. Jamieson, Assistant D, of C. 

W. Bro. Thomas Paul, G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. W. H. Weller, G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. J. R. Mountjoy, Bro. Hiram Piper, Bro. A. H. Coulson, Bro. John 
Blackburn, Bro. Donald McDonald, G. Stew^ards. 
Bro. Jos. Rogerson, as G. Steward. 
Bro. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at eight o'clock p.m., v^ith solemn 
prayer. 

The by-laws and regulations of the Grand T^odge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
holden at Toronto, on Wednesday, the T3th day of November. 1851. were read 
and confirmed. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to deliver an address to the 
Grand Lodge. 

It is iinfortunate that this address was not included in the ^ISS. 
It may be said that none of the MSS. of the third Provincial Grand 
Lodg*e is in existence save the reg^ister book and one set of the printed 
proceedings, from which these are re-printed. 

The lodgres at Whitby and at Kitle}^ were never very prosperous 
org-anizations. The former had made successive efforts to work from 
about t8o8. but even under the second Provincial Grand Lodge of R. 
W. McGillivray it did not do much work. The minutes conclude: 
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The Grand Secretary, by order of the Grand Lodge, made a repojt rela- 
tive to the several lodges at present under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Secretary laid before the Grand Lodge the dispensations of 
the Unity Lodge, Whitby, and of the Harmony Lodge, Kitley, — the same 
having been sent to him by the brethren holding them at the time the lodges 
ceased to work, accompanied by communications, stating in both cases that 
for a long time previous the lodges had not met in consequence of the non- 
attendance of brethren, and that they could not pay their dues to the Grand 
Lodge, in consequence of nearly all the members being heavily in arrears 
to their respective lodges. 

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Lodge that, since the last 
regular communication, he had received reports of the proceedings of the 
following Grand Lodges of the United States, viz.: — Maryland, New York, 
California, New Hampshire, Illinois, Columbia, New Jersey, Michigan, Ala- 
bama, Vermont, North Carolina and Georgia. 

The Grand Secretary read a communication from the Secretary of the 
Dalhousie Lodge, No. 24, Bytown, enclosing a copy of two amended by-laws, 
Articles 8 and 10, which proposed amendments not being contrary to the con- 
stitution, were allowed. Also a letter from the Secretary of the same lodge 
praying for a dispensation to enable the lodge to attend at the ceremony of 
laying the foundation stone of a Methodist church, to be erected in the town 
of Bytown, which was also granted. 

The first efifort of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West 
under England for Canadian independence was made by W. Bro. 
Joseph Hall of Belleville lodge in a resolution of which he gave notice 
at this meeting of the provincial body. If it did not accomplish the 
result anticipated it, at least, indicated that there was a strong feeling 
in the Craft for independence. The notice of motion read: 

W. Bro. Jos. B. Hall, P.M., Belleville Lodge No. 4, gave notice — that 
at the next regular meeting of the Grand Lodge, he would move the following 
resolution, or one to the same effect : 

That, in consequence of the wide spread of Masonry in this province, 
together with the fact that lodges are now working under warrants from the 
Grand Lodges of England and Ireland, to whom large remittances are annually 
made, drawing from the Craft in Canada funds which ought to be retained in 
the province, from which a fund might ultimately be raised to form some insti- 
tution, alike creditable to the Craft and beneficial to the community, it be 
resolved, that this Provincial Grand Lodge petition the Grand Lodge of Kng- 
land, to be permitted to exercise sole control over the affairs of Masonry in 
this province, and that the Grand Lodge of England be masonically requested 
to use its influence with the Grand Lodge of Ireland, to induce those lodges 
now working under its authority to submit to the decision of this Grand 
Lodge. " 

The Provincial Grand Lodge had no g^eneral fund for benevolent 
purposes, but g^enerally listenecl to the appeal of a distressed widow, 
as in the following;- instance: 

Bro. Thomas Luard, a visiting brother residing at Prescott, by permis- 
sion from the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, brought before the notice of the 
Grand Lod^e a case of great distress, experienced by the widow of the late Bro, 
Adolphus Frederick Morgan, a member and Past Master of the Goderich 
Union Lodge, No. 10, Goderich, C.W., said widow being left entirely destitute, 
but with nine children looking to her for support, wliereupon it was 

Resolved — That the sum of £12. los. be placed at the disposal of Bro. 
Luard, for the benefit of the widow and orphans of the late Bro. Adolphus 
Frederick Morgan, and that the subordinate lodges under the jurisdiction of 
this Provincial Grand Lodge be requested to assist the family of our deceased 
brother as far as their funds will warrant." 
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The Provincial Grand Lodfje fully realized that all work and 
no play " was not good for those who were either in pursuit of daily 
bread or engaged in Craft work, for it was 

Resolved, — That a ball be given under the direction of this Grand Lodge 
at its next half-yearly meeting in October, and that the expenses of the same 
be defrayed by the sale of tickets for that purpose. 

'* The Grand Lodge was closed at ten o'clock p.m., with solemn prayer. 

**(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

" Grand Secretary. ^ 


CHAPTER LXXVH. 

The Fifteenth Communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, held at Toronto, in October, 1852. 

At the regular half-yearly meeting in October the matter of again 
memorializing the Grand Lodge of Kngland was discussed. On a 
former occasion the memorial was to secure a better method of com- 
munication between the private lodges in Canada and the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland, the suggestion being that the Provincial Grand 
Lodge was the proper medium for such communication, either in the 
remittance of fees or reception of diplomas. This year the resolution 
was of a more extended import, and embodied a request for the es- 
tablishment of a seoarate Grand Lodge, with full power and control 
of Craft affairs in Canada, The resolutions were carried. Reports 
were also presented by the Grand Secretary, giving a list of lodges 
working under the Provincial Grand Lodge, and also a report from 
the treasurer with a financial statement. The minutes read: 

At a regular communication, holden at Toronto, on Wednesday and 
Thursday, the 20th and 21st days of October, 1852. 

present: 

Right Worshipful Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, in the 
chair. 

W. Bro. Jos. B. Hall, as G. Senior Warden. 

W. Bro. Charles Smith, as G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Bro. Alexander Burnside, G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. Adam Wilson. G. Registrar. 

V, W. Bro. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, G. Senior Deacon. 

W. Bro. Henry S. Reid, G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. John TuIIy, G. Sup. Works. 

W. Bro. Thomas Paul, G. Sword Bearer. 

W. Bro. F. W. Barron, as G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. Donald McDonald, Bro. John Blackburn, Bro. Hiram Piper, G. 
Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at seven o'clock p.m., with solemn 
praycj. 
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The by-laws and reguJations of the Grand "Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
holden at Toronto, on Wednesday, the 9th day of June, 1852, were read and 
confirmed. 

The names of the mover and seconder of the followmg resolu- 
tion are not given in the official minutes. It was a distinct request for 
independence, and if its import had been duly weighed by the mother 
(_Trand Lodge the troubles and heart-burnings of 1855-58 would have 
been avoided. There is no report of any discussion on the subject. It 
\\ as 

Resolved, — I. That this Grand Lodge entertains towards the Grand 
Lodge of England fecHngs of the highest respect and esteem; that it is our 
most ardent desire to cultivate those feelings, to advance the interest, and to 
establish upon a firmer basis the character of Masonry in this province. 

• ^nd. That, with a view of carrying out one of the primary objects of our 
time honoured Institution, viz., that of being more useful to our fellow creatures, 
it is necessary that all the funds accruing from the operations of the Craft in 
this province be retained by this Grand Lo^ge. 

3rd. That it is absolutely necessary for the welfare of ^lasonry that a sepa- 
rate Grand Lodge be established, with full power to control the working and 
operations of the Craft in this quarter of the globe, to secure which, a com- 
mittee be appointed to draft a petition to the Grand Lodge of England, based 
on the foregoing resolutions, praying for permission to establish a Grand 
Lodge in that part of the Province of Canada, formerly constituting Upper 
Canada, with full powder and authority to manage and control all matters con- 
nected with such Grand Lodge, and all lodges now working under the con- 
stitution of the Grand Lodge of England, and that the said committee be fully 
empowered to carry on all correspondence with the Grand Lodge of England 
for the purpose ol securing tlie absolute independence of such Grand Lodge/* 

The next matter of business was a notice of motion, which was 
the first movement towards the establishment of the system of dispens- 
ing benevolence at present in vogue in the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

"V. W. Bri». Kivas Tully. P. Senior Grand Warden, gave notice that at 
the next regular meeting c>f the Grand Lodge he would move, — ' That the sum 
of twenty-five p*>unds per annum be appropriated from the funds of this Grand 
Lodge, to be paid yearly to W. Bros. Cunningham, Dennistoun, and Peck, 
Past Masters of the Corinthian lodge. Peterbt>rough, in trust for the benefit 
of the orphans of our late V. W. Bro. the Rev. Robt. J. C. Taylor, Past Chap- 
lain of this Grand Lodge, to be continued until satisfactory provision is made 
for the orphans." 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased, at eight o'clock p.m., to 
adjourn the Grand Lodge, to meet at six o'clock p.m.. of Friday, the 21st in- 
stant. 

In Graml Lodge re-assembled at seven o'clock p.m. 

The R. W. Deputy Graml Master was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this was the time appointed by by-law for the election of Treastirer and 
the appointment of other Grand officers; whereupon 

V. W. Bro. A. Burnside was duly elected to the office of Grand Treasurer 
for the ensuing Masonic year. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to appoint the following 
brethren as officers of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year: — 

V. W, Bro. Geo. Cunningham, P. M., Lodge No. 23, G. Senior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. Joseph B. Hall, P. M.. Lodge No. 4, G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Bro. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, Lodge No. 18, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, P. M., Lodge No. t8, G. Registrar. 

V. W, Bro. Francis Richardson, P. M., Lodge No. 18. G, Secretary. 
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W. Bro. Henry S. Reid. P. M., Lodge No. 28, G. Senior Deacon. 

W. Bro. F. W. Barron, jM., Lodge No. i, G. Junior Deacon. 

Bro. John Tully, Lodge No. i, G. Superintendent Works. 

Bro. Geo. H. Cheney, Lodge No. i, G. Director Ceremonies. 

Bro. A. Drummond. Lodge No. i. Assistant Director of Ceremonies. 

W. Bro. Thomas Paul, P. M., Lodge No. i, G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. A. Nordheimer, Lodge No. i, G. Organist. 

Bro. Donald McDonald, Lodge No. i, G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. W. M. Jamieson, Lodge No. i; Bro. Hiram Piper. Lodge No. i ; 
Bro. F. P. Stow, Lodge No. 18; Bro. Thomas Wakeman, Lodge No. 3; Bro. 
C. Kelly, Lodge No. 11; Bro. A. Barber, Lodge No. 22, G. Stewards. 

Bro. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The following newly appointed officers, being present, were, together with 
the Grand Treasurer-elect, duly installed and proclaimed according to ancient 
form, viz.: The Grand Registrar, Grand Secretary, Grand Senior Deacon, 
Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Pursuivant, Grand Tyler and two Grand Stewards, 
Bros. H. Piper and W. M. Jamieson. The remaining officers not present, 
the R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to say he should instal at the 
next meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Lodge that since the last regular 
communication he had received reports of the proceedings of the following 
Grand Lodges of the United States, viz.: Georgia, Louisiana, Missouri, Texas, 
South Carolina, Connecticut, Floiida, New York, Indiana and San Francisco. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at eight o'clock p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 

The returns shov^ed a slight increase of the number of lodges on 
the roll. In 1847 there were 23 registered, and had all reinained on the 
roll there would have been 38, but No. 504, E. R., No. 7, P. R., West- 
ern Light lodge at Lloydtown, No. 779, K. R., No. 12, P. R., at York 
(G. R.), and Zetland, No. 789, E. R./No. 13, Toronto, and No. 799, 
E, R., No. 19, P. R., Unity lodge, were off the list and had ceased 
working, while lodges had been instituted at Chippewa, River Trent, 
Borelia, Gosfield, Whitby, London (St. George's),and Woodstock. 
The official list gave the following as affiliated: 

No. St. Andrew's, Toronto; No. Niagara, Niagara: No. 
3, St. John's, Kingston; No. 4, Belleville, Belleville; No. 5, St. John's, 
Cobourg, No. 6, Union, Napanee; No. 8, Prince Edward's, Picton ; 
No. 9, Brockvillc, Brockville ; No. 10, Union GodericK, Goderich ; No. 
II, Barton, Hamilton; No. 14, Richmond, Richmond Hill; No. 15, St. 
George's, St. Catharines; No. 16, St, John's, Carleton Place; No. 17, 
St. Francis', Smith's Falls; No. 18, Ionic, Toronto; No. 20, Ontario, 
Port Plope; No. 21, True Britons', Perth; No. 22, Strict Observance, 
Hamilton: No. 23, Corinthian, Peterborough; No. 24, Dalhousie, 
By-town; No. 25, Kemptville, Kemptville; No. 26, Wellington, 
Guelph; No. 27, Thistle, Amherstburgh ; No. 28, Jerusalem, Bowman- 
ville; No. 29, Amity, Dunnville ; No. 30, Rose, Sandwich; St. John's, 
Simcoe; Welland, Chippawa: Trent, River Trent: Mt. Zion, Borelia; St. 
George's, Cosfield: Composite, Whitby; St. George's, London; King 
Solomon's Woodstock. 

This year Brockville lodge, which had been orierinally warranted 
in 1817, affiliated. The regalia of the Provincial Grand Lodge was 
ver>^ handsome and cost over £100, of which £80 had been paid this 
vear. 

The following advertisement of a ball to be held on the 27th 
December, 1852, under the auspices of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
i^ found in the British Colonist" of December T7th, 1852: 
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MASONIC BALL. 

Under the patronage of the Right Worshipful, the Deputy Grand Master 
for Upper Canada. 

The Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of Freemasons of Toronto will 
give a Ball on the evening of Monday, the 27th of December, 1852, at NINE 
O'CLOCK, in St. Lawrence Hall. 

Members' Tickets may be procured at the store of Mr. Hugh Miller, 
Druggist. 

A. Drummond, 

Toronto, Dec. 14th, 1852. Sec.-Treas. 

This was followed on the 31st December, 1852, by an interesting 
account of the affair: 

On Monday evening a grand Masonic Ball was given by the Masonic 
fraternity of Toronto in the St. Lawrence Hall, and proved to be one of 
the most brilliant and successful reunions which have ever taken place in our 
good city. 

The Brotherhood were most liberal in their invitations, and a large ma- 
jority of the elite of our townsmen, and a bright galaxy of the fair sex graced 
the occasion with their presence. Excellent were the arrangements of the 
managers, who left nothing undone which would contribute to the hilarity and 
accommodation of the company. Several parties appeared in fancy dresses, 
some of which were exceedingly correct and picturesque. In particular we 
may specify the costume of a gentleman who sustained the character of a 
Knight or Master, which attracted universal attention. 

Dancing was kept up with great spirit till about 2 o'clock A.M.. when 
supper was announced, which was done ample justice by the revellers. 

The refectory well merited such a practical testimony to its merits, as it 
comprehended all the delicacies and kixuries of the season. Perchance we shall 
incur the ban of Father Mathew for recording that the rosy," as Dick Swivel- 
ler hath it, was as plentiful as the promises of a candidate for parliamentary 
honors, and Champagne flowed like French Blood at Waterloo. It grieves us 
that we cannot conclude our notice without something approximating to a 
snarl, but really the music did not at all harmonize with the other attractions 
of the evening. So far as Polkas and Quadrilles were concerned it might have 
passed muster, but as to the manner in which the unfortunate Highland Reels 
were executed, we can characterize it as nothing but cold-blooded murder. 
Cold-blooded indeed it was, inasmuch as the stirring tilts of old Neil Gow 
were given with all the freezing lugubriosity of the dead march in Saul. 


CHAPTER LXXVIII. 

The Sixteenth CoMMUNicATioisr of the Provhstcial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, at Kingston, in May, 1853. 

The key-note to Masonic independence was sovmded this year in 
an appeal to Eng^land for self-g^overnment. The Provincial Grand 
Lodge met at Kingston in May of 1853 and confirmed the minutes of 
the last half year's meeting, although an effort was made by an amend- 
ment to except, from the confirmation, that portion of the minutes 
which alluded to the formation of an Independent Grand Lodge. 
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We have at this communication a record of the appointment of a 
Grand representative from the Provincial Grand Lodge, to the Grand 
I^odge of the State of New York, in the person of V- W. Bro. Fitz- 
gerald Tisdale, P. M. of St. John, No. i. New York. This is the first 
representative appointed by any Canadian Craft Grand Lodge to a 
foreign lodge. 

The memorial to the Grand Lodge of Kngland was an able and 
manly effort, written in a true Masonic spirit, breathing affection for 
the brethren in the old land, ably reviewing the situation of the 
Craft in Canada, and asking practically for the establishment 
of an Independent Grand Lodge. It pointed out the absolute neces- 
sity of retaining all funds in Canada, that the purse of the Craft was 
drained in aiding the indigent brethren who were seeking new homes 
ill Canada and that thereby the Craft was debarred from making pro- 
vision m imitation of the mother Knglish Lod^e for the sustenance of 
Masonic widows and orphans. The memorial also asked that all fees 
for registration, certificates and warrants be retained in the Province, 
that power be given the Provincial Grand Lodge to elect its governing 
head, issue warrants to private lodges and to Provincial and County 
Grand Lodges, if it were found necessary to establish such — the United 
Grand Lodge of Kngland to exercise a superior and governing power 
and jurisdiction over the Craft in this Province/' The brethren hoped 
that if such powers be granted, all lodges working under the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland and Scotland would come under the obedience of the 
Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. 

It did not occur to those who drafted the memorial that the last 
suggestion was an anomaly and at variance with the primary requests in 
the petition. No sovereign Craft organization could exist, where its 
records and proceedings would be liable to revision by another sov- 
ereign body. However, the petition was forwarded to Kngland, and 
the result may be found later on. The minutes read: 

" Proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, at the 
half-yearly communication, held in the city of Kingston, on the 20th day of 
May, 1853. 

present: 

R. W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master, on the Throne. 

V. W. Br. James A. Henderson, as G. S. Warden. 

V. W. BV. Joseph B, Hall, G. J. Warden. 

W. Bn S. D. Fowler, as G. Treasurer. 

W. Br. Hiram Fulford, as G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, G. Sec. 

W. Br. Norman Macdonald, as G. S. Deacon. 

W. Br, George Schryver, as G. J. Deacon. 

W. Br. Thompson Wilson, as G. Supt of Works. 

Br. W. B. Simpson, as G. Dir. ot Ceremonies. 

W. Br. Charles Smith, as Assistant Dir. of Ceremonies. 

Br. J. C. Patton, as Grand Sword Bearer. 

Br. James G, Fortier, as G. Organist. 

W. Br. Samuel S. Finden. as G. Pursuivant. 

Br. A. A. Campbell, Br. R. Munro, Br. R. Francis, Br. Wm. Ferguson, 
Br. James Wilson, Br, Corey, as G. Stewards. 
Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters. Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
members- of private lodges. 
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The Grand Lodge was opened in form at ii o'clock a.m. 

The By-Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the Irfst half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
holden at Toronto on Wednesday and Thursday, the 20th and ^ist days of 
October, 1852, were read. 

It was moved and seconded, 

" That the minutes of the last Grand Lodge be confirmed." 

It was then rnoved and seconded, in amendment. 

That the minutes of the regular communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, holden at Toronto on the 20th and 21st days of October, 1852, be con- 
firmed, with the exception of those resolutions (Nos. 2 and 3) praying for per- 
mission to establish an Independent Grand Lodge." 

The amended motion being put to the vote was lost — 4 voting in favoui^ 
and 10 against. 

The original motion being put was carried. 

The clauses Nos. 2 and 3 were part of a resolution containing 
references to the condition of the Craft, which had been passed at the 
last semi-annual communication. The first clause avowed the regard 
which Canadian Alasons held for Kng-lish connection. The second 
pointed out that all funds for Craft purposes collected in Canada 
should be held in Canada, and the third clause prayed for the estab- 
lishment of a Grand Lodge for Upper Canada — one that would be 
absolutely independent of Kngland. 

The question of independence had always been a debatable one 
in the Provincial Grand body, and those who desired that these clauses 
should be eliminated were diametrically opposed to any fusion with 
the Grand Lodg^e of Canada, a body formed in 1855 as an independent 
and sovereign organization. The minority saw indications of union, 
and preferred to remain affiliated, a District Grand Lodge of England, 
than venture into the arena as an independent body. 

The draft of petition to the Grand Lodge of England, prepared by the 
committee appointed for that purpose in accordance with a resolution adopted 
at the last regular meeting of the Grand Lodge, was then read by the Grand 
Secretary and ordered to be received. 

On motion of V. W. Bro. J. A. Henderson, it was 

Resolved, — That V. W. Bro. Jos. B. Hall, W. Bro. S. D. Fowler, W. 
Bro. Thompson Wilson, and the mover, be a committee to draft a petition 
to the Grand Lodge of England, founded on the resolution of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of the 20th and 21st of October last, taking the report of the 
committee appointed thereon at last half-yearly communication as a basis, and 
to report forthwith." 

In reading the memorial it will be observed that it did not go in 
tenor as far as the resolution upon which it was founded. The pro- 
posal, as contained in the third clause of the resolution of 1852, was 
for the purpose of securing the absolute independence of such Grand 
Lodge/' meaning the Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. 

The preamble and introduction merely recited the state of the 
Craft from 1792, emphasizing, however, the work of R. W. Bro. Simon 
McGillivray. The fifth paragraph contained the gist of the petition. 
It was a prayer for perfect independence and sovereign power, but at 
the same time acknowledging the right of England to exercise a 
governing power in Upper Canada. 

Tn its construction the petition looks much like the work of V. 
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W. Bro. J. A. Henderson, for it was known that, while he favored 
independence, he desired, with a characteristic caution and courtesy, 
to make the exclusion of Kngland as Hght as possible, knowing that 
the day for radical action was near at hand. 

The committee appointed at the present meeting of the Grand Lodge 
to draft a petition to the Grand Lodge of Kngland reported the following: 

-TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THOMAS DUNDAS. BARON DUN- 
DAS, OF ASKE, IN THE COUNTY OF YORK, EARL OF ZET- 
LAND, &r., &c., THE MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER 
OF THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE FRA- 
TERNITY OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF ENG- 
LAND. 

The petition of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of Canada West, under the jurisdiction of the United Grand Lodge of 
England, humbly and fraternally 

Sheweth — 

*' That your petitioners entertain towards the United Grand Lodge of 
England the most fraternal feeHngs of gratitude, respect and esteem; and 
it is their most ardent desire to cultivate and promote those feelings of brother- 
hood, to advance the interests and establish on the firmest basis the genuine 
character of Masonry in this Province. 

That the first patent to call and establish a Provincial Grand Lodge in 
Canada West (then Upper Canada) was granted on the 7th day of March, 
A.L. 579^) by the Grand Lodge of England — ^of which his Grace the Duke of 
Athol was Grand Master — to the Right Worshipful Brother William Jarvis; 
that upon the death of that R. W. Brother, no successor being appointed by 
the W. M. Grand Master, dissensions had arisen in this Province among the 
Fraternity, and continued for many years, without a local governing power 
to restrain or check them. This was in a very great measure remedied by 
the appointment of Simon McGillivray. Esq., as Provincial Grand Master, 
who, on the -23rd September, A. L. 5822, opened, by virtue of his patent from 
the United Grand Lodge of England, a Provincial Grand Lodge at the city 
of Toronto. On his death the Provincial Grand Lodge fell into abeyance, 
and no Provincial Grand Lodge was thereafter formed until A. L. 5845, when 
a patent was issued to the R. W. Brother Sir Allan N. MacNab, under which 
this Provincial Grand Lodge is held. 

That the spread of the time-honored institution of Free Masonry in 
this Province has been of a somewhat encouraging character, but upon the 
whole of a less cheering nature than the progress of Canada West in intelli- 
gence, wealth, and population might have warranted your petitioners in an- 
ticipating. 

Among the emigration from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland into Canada there is a considerable number of indigent brethren, who 
naturally on their arrival seek relief from the lodges here. The benevolent 
funds are thus drained; and your petitioners have no funds (without taxing 
the brethren to an extent which would be far from prudent) which would 
enable the Masons of Canada West to raise any institution for the benefit of 
decayed and indigent worthy brethren, or of the widows and orphans of Ma- 
sons, and thereby follow the noble example set by our parent, the United 
Grand Lodge of England. This want can be in a very great measure sup- 
plied by retaining in this Province not only the Fund of Benevolence which 
the Grand Lodge has already so generously granted, but also all Fees for 
Registration, Grand Lodge Certificates, and Lodge Warrants. 

" Therefore, as conducive to that end, and with a view of carrying out 
one of the primary objects of Masonry — that of being more extensively ser- 
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viceable to our fellow-creatures — and as the sure means of spreading and 
cementing the interests of Masonry throughout the wide extent of this fast- 
growing Province, — your petitioners submit that the constitutions oi the 
Grand Lodge of Kngland, as far as they relate to District Grand Lodges in 
Colonies, should be altered so as to allow the Lodges of Canada West in Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge assembled annually to elect their Provincial Grand 
Master, to control the working and operations of the Craft, and, through 
their Provincial Grand Master, to grant not only warrants to private lodges, 
but, if necessary, authority to form Provincial or County Grand Lodges in 
this Province, — the United Grand Lodge of England still retaining and ex- 
ercising a superior and governing power and jurisdiction over the Craft in this 
Province. Your petitioners take this course viewing the period not far dis- 
tant when every county in Canada West will have its Provincial or County 
Grand Lodge. 

" Should this the prayer of our petition be granted, there is every reason 
to believe that the many lodges in this Province working under the Grand 
Lodges of Scotland and Ireland would unite with this our Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West; and your petitioners submit that the influence of the 
United Grand Lodge of England might happily be exerted in inducing those 
Grand Lodges not to grant or issue any more warrants to Lodges in Canada 
West, so that ere long the whole Craft in this Province may be united and 
cemented into one harmonious whole under the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray." 
On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the report of the committee be adopted. 
On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the petition to the Grand Lodge of England, now adopted 
by this Provincial Grand Lodge, be forwarded forthwith to the United Grand 
Lodge of England, by the Grand Secretary. 

The memorial was accompanied by the following letter: 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, 

Toronto, Dec. i, 1853. 

" Sir and Brother: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the humble and respectful peti- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of this Province, as passed^ adopted and approved, 
at three successive half-yearly meetings, as a matter of the greatest importance 
to the prosperity of Free Masonry in this Province, which I have the honor 
to request you will be pleased to lay before the Right Honourable, the Earl of 
Zetland, M. W. Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of the Free and 
Accepted Masons of England, and request that he will condescend to take the 
same into his mature consideration, and grant such relief as his wisdom may 
determine. 

Since the subject of the enclosed Petition was fully matured in our 
Provincial Grand Lodge, there has been the long and protracted delay of 
eighteen months suffered to elapse in order to give firmness and permanence 
to our proceedings, the result of which has been full confirmation thereof, as 
I have already mentioned, at three successive half-yearly meetings. 

There are more urgent reasons at this time why there should be no 
longer delay, and that we pray for an early decision, it having come to our 
knowledge that several Lodges in the Province, including some Lodges acting 
under Warrants from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, have petitioned that Grand 
Lodge to grant them the same terms that we now ask, or else that they will 
congregate and establish an independent Canadian Grand Lodge, the existence 
of which we should deplore, as we wish to be, and remain, a great branch of 
the United Grand Lodge of England. 

" I take this opportunity to enclose copies of my letters to you. dated the 
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5th and iQth March last — the former containing a remittance of £35. 4s., 
and the latter of £30. i6s. 6d. — neither of which has yet been acknowledged, 
although we find on reference to the Bank that both bills were duly paid at 
Glyn's last April. I beg, therefore, most respectfully, to crave your attention 
to these letters and to the several documents and warrants therein required, 
as we have suffered a good deal of annoyance by their non-arrival, from the 
importunities of the parties interested, 

I have the honor to be, 

" Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 

" Thomas G. Ridout, 

D. P. G. M.'' 

"Wm. H. White, Esq., 

Grand Lodge of England, 

*' Freemasons' Hall, London/* 

There had long been a friendly intimacy on the part of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West with the Grand Lodge of New 
York. Many of the brethren of both bodies were intimate, and on 
many occasions when the representative of either body visited To- 
ronto or New York much courtesy was shown. It was therefore, 

Resolved, — That whereas it is highly proper that a more intimate cor- 
respondence than has heretofore existed between the Grand Lodge of the 
State of New York and this Provincial Grand Lodge should be cultivated, 
the ties of brotherly affection between them strengthened, and thereby the 
prosperity of the Masonic family advanced and promoted, — it is, in the opinion 
of this Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, highly desirable that a re- 
presentative of this Grand Lodge should be appointed to the Grand Lodge 
of the State of New York; and that our worthy Brother, V. W. Fitzgerald 
Tisdall, Past Master of St. John's Lodge, No. i, New York, be such repre- 
sentative; and that the Provincial Grand Secretary do forthwith send said 
brother his credentials." 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at 3% o'clock, p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 


CHAPTER LXXIX. 

Special Communication of thk Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, at Whitby, June, 1853. 

The services of the Grand Lodge were frequently called into use 
in connection with the laying of the corner-stones of public buildings. 

In June of 1853 an especial meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge was held on the occasion of laying the foundation-stone of the 
County Buildings at Whitby. R. W. Bros. MacNab and Ridout were 
both absent, and the duties of the office were performed by V. W. 
Bro. Francis Richardson, the Grand Secretary, and the First Past 
Senior Grand Warden of the Provincial Lodge. The minutes read: 
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At a Special meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden at Whitby, on Thurs- 
day, the 30th day of June, 1853. for the purpose of laying the foundation-stone 
of the Ontario County Buildings, with Masonic ceremonies, 

present: 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, First Past Senior G. Warden, in the chair. 

W. Br. Ezra Annes, as G. S. Warden. 

W. Br. L. Bigelow, as G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Br. The Rev. P. V. MeyerhofTer, as G. Chaplain. 

W- Br. G. H. Low, as G. Treasurer. 

W. Br. Nathan Gatchell. as G. Reg. 

Br. Joseph Rogerson, as G. Sec. 

W. Br. William Weller, as G. Senior Deacon. 

Br. Chestnut, as G. Junior Deacon. 

Br. W. G. Storm, as G. Supt. of Works. 

Br. Hugh Miller, as G. Dir. of Ceremonies. 

W. Br. Allen, as Assistant Dir. of Ceremonies. 

Br. James Cotton, as G. Organist. 

W. Br. Thomas Corey, as G. Pursuivant. 

W. Br. Thomas Paul, G. Sword Bearer. 

Br. W. M. Jamieson, G. Steward, 

Br. Milne, Br. Manning, Br. Young, Br. Crawford, Br. Jute, as G. Ste- 
wards. 

Br. Purdy, as G. Tyler. 

W. Br. Spencer, carrying Cornucopia. 

W. Br. C. Clarke, carrying Wine. 

W. Br. D. Bridgeford, carrying Oil. 

Br. A. W. Brown, carrying Corinthian Light. 

Br. GifTord, carrying column of G. Jun. Warden. 

Br. Sheridan, carrying Banner. 

Br. Dornan, carrying Doric Light. 

Br. James Wallace, carrying column of G. Sen. Warden, 
Br. Clarke, carrying Ionic Light. 

W. Br. Donald McLean, carrying Square and Mall. 

A large number of brethren from the various lodges in the neighbourhood. 
The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 5 o'clock, p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

The presiding officer having stated to the Grand Lodge the purpose for 
which it was assembled, and having also explained to the assembled brethren 
the cause of the unavoidable absence of the R. W. Grand and Deputy Grand 
Masters, 

A procession was formed, which marched in the usual order to the site 
of the Ontario County Buildings, the foundation-stone of which was laid by 
the presiding officer, (a handsome silver trowel having been presented to 
him for that purpose,) with the accustomed ceremonies. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in forrrt at 7 o'clock, p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true minute of the day*s proceedings. 

(Signed") Francis Rtchardson. 

Grand Secretary. 
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CHAPTER LXXX. 

The Seventeenth Communication of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, October, 1853. 

From May until October of 1853 the Grand Lodge waited for an 
answer from Eng^land. The English body had held its meetings in June 
and September, but no reply to the memorial was vouchsafed — indeed, 
the petition was not submitted. The action of England in refusing to 
even consider the petition gave rise to bitter feeling in Canada, and 
did more to hasten the day when the ties should be severed than any 
act of 1845-58. 

The half-yearly communication of the Provincial Lodge was held 
at Toronto. Another effort to secure independence was made by a 
notice of V. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, to the effect that at the next half- 
yearly meeting he would move that a petition be forwarded to Eng- 
land, asking for power to establish an independent Grand Lodge in 
Canada West. 

At this meeting R. W. Bro. Tisdall, of New York, acknowledged 
his appointment as representative of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
and also made the pleasing announcement that a reciprocal appoint- 
ment had been made in connection with the Grand Lodge of Canada. 
The minutes read : 

At a half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, holden at Toronto, 
on Thursday, the 29th day of October, 1853. 

present: 

R. W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master, on the Throne. 

W, Br. Thomas Paul, as G. Sen, Warden. 

W. Br. Thomas Hawkins, as G. Jun_ Warden. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W, Br. Thomas Corey, as G. Sen. Deacon. 

W. Br. Donald McLean, as Jun. Deacon. 

Br. John Tully, G. Supt. Works. 

Br. A. Drummond, Asst. G. Dir. of Ceremonies. 

Br. Donald McDonald, G. Pursuivant. 

Br. C. Kelly, Br. H. Piper, G. Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several Lodges, and several 
members of private Lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 8 o'clock p.m. 

The By-laws and Regulations of tKe Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes oT the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
holden at Kingston, on Friday, the 20th day of May, 1853, were read and 
confirmed; 11 voting in favour, and 3 against. 

The minutes of an especial meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden at 
Whitby, on Thursday, the 30th day of June, i853» were read and confirmed. 

W. Bro. Tully's action to a certain extent was created by the 
success of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and he had sufficient fore- 
sight to know that a decided efifort would have to be made if the 
Craftsmen of Upper Canada, under the Grand Lodge of England, 
could be expected to hold a leading position in Masonic afTairs in the 
province, so he 
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" gave notice that, at the next half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, 
he will move that a petition be forwarded to the M. W. the Grand Lodge of 
England, requesting that the subordinate Lodges of this Province be permitted 
to form themselves into an independent Grand Lodge, with full powers to 
elect their own Grand Master and other Grand Officers, and to exuercise all 
the privileges appertaining to a Grand Lodge in Canada West." 

The appointment of Bro. Tisdall, of New York, as the represen- 
tative of the Provincial Grand Lodge was reciprocally treated in the 
appointment of V. W. Bro. J. A. Henderson, of Kingston, as the re- 
presentative of New York near Upper Canada. This was the first 
case of a representative being appointed by the provincial body under 
Kngland. 

It was a coincidence that R. W. Bro. Tisdall should be the W, M. 
of St. John's lodge, N.Y., and that in 1846 St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, 
Toronto, and St. John's, No. i, New York, as subordinate lodges ex- 
changed representatives, V. W. Bro. James A. Henderson being the 
representative near St. Andrew's. The Grand Secretary read the fol- 
lowing: 

" New York, July 2, 1853. 

To Francis Richardson, Ksq. 

P. Grand Sec, &c., &c., Toronto. 

V. W. Brother and Dear Sir: — I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt 
of your esteemed favour of the 25th ult., conveying to me the resolution of 
the P. Grand Lodge of Canada West, electing me its representative near to 
the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, and accompanied by my creden- 
tials as such in due form; for which be pleased to accept my acknowledg- 
ments, as also my thanks for the kind and fraternal language in which your 
letter was couched. 

For this very high honour conferred upon me by the P. Grand Lodge, 
be pleased to convey to it, at the earliest moment, my gratitude, 

** The M. W,, the Honourable Reuben Hyde Walworth, Grand Master, 
has been pleased to accredit me, as also to appoint on behalf of the Grand 
Lodge of New York, as its representative near your Grand Lodge, the V. W 
Br. James A. Henderson, Esq., of St. John's Lodge, No. 491, Kingston, to 
whom will be speedily forwarded his credentials, and whom the Grand Lodge 
of New York hopes will be acceptable to your Grand Lodge. 

" As soon as published I will forward to you and to him our transactions 
for the past year, and the printed list of our lodges, for your guidance in 
admitting visitors from this State, and in which you cannot be too careful, as 
there are a few schismatics left yet. In fact none ought to be admitted, unless 
they acknowledged as their chief our Grand Master and Grand Officers, (the 
test put to them in addition to the usual one in the other States of the Union,) 
as in some instances they claim to belong to lodges of the same name and 
number with the regular bodies. 

I am, V. \V. Brother, 

" With great respect, 

*' Fraternally yours, 

F. G. Tisdall/* 

Upon motion, it was 

Resolved, That the letter just read from R. W. Br. Fitzgerald Tisdall, 
of New York, acknowledging his appointment as representative of this Grand 
Lodge in the Grand Lodge of New York, and announcing the appointment 
of V. W. Br. James A. Henderson, of John's Lodge. No. 3, of Kingston, as 
representative of the Grand Lodge of New York in this Grand Lodge, be 
entered on the minutes, and that the appointment of the said V. W. Br. James 
A. Henderson be confirmed. 
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The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this was the time appointed by by-law for the election of Treasurer and 
the appointment of other Grand Officers, when, 

On motion, it was 

" Resolved, That V. W. Br. Alexander Burnside be re-elected to the 
office of Grand Treasurer for the ensuing Masonic year." 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master proceeded to appoint the following 
brethren as officers of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year, all of 
whom were installed in person or by proxy, and proclaimed according to 
ancient custom :^ — 

V. W. Br. Henry Smith, P. M. Lodge No. 3, G. S. Warden. 

V. W. Br. Thomas Hawkins, M. St. Geo. Lodge. Gosfield, G. J. Warden. 

V, W. Br. Rev. Septimus Ramsey, Lodge No. 18, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, P. M. Lodge No. 18, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, P. M. Lodge No. 18, G. Secretary. 

W. Br. F. W. Barron, M. Lodge No. i, G. S. Deacon. 

W. Br. S. D. Fowler, P. M. Lodge No. 3, G. J. Deacon. 

Br. John Tully, J. W. Lodge No. i. G. Supt. Works. 

Br. A. Drummond, Lodge No. i, G. Dir. Ceremonies. 

Br. W. G. Hinds, Lodge No. 3, Assistant ditto. 

Br. G. D. Wells, Lodge No. G. Organist. 

W. Br. Thomas Paul, P. M. Lodge No. i, G. Sword Bearer. 

W. Br, George Schryver, P. M. Lodge, No. 6, G. Pursuivant. 

W. Br. Thomas Corey, P. M. Lodge No. 8. Br. Charles Kelly, Lodge No. 
II, Br. H. Piper, Lodge No. i, Br. Donald McDonald, Lodge No. i, Br 
Thomas Prosser, S. W. Lodge No. 7, Br. William Graham. J. W. Lodge 
No. 7, G. Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at 10 o'clock p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 


CHAPTER LXXXL 

Special Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, at Toronto, April, 1854, 

An especial meeting- of the Provincial Grand Lodge was held in 
April of 1854, to perform the ceremony of laying- the foundation-stone 
of the new Mechanics' Institute, now the Public Library, on the north- 
east corner of Church and Adelaide streets, of which the following 
advertisement appeared in the British Colonist," April 17th, 1854: 

GRAND LODGE OF FREEMASONS, CANADA WEST. 

An Especial meeting- of this grand lodge will be holden at Toronto, on 
Monday, the 17th instant, at i o*clock P.M. for the purpose of laying the 
foundation stone of the Mechanics' Institute with Masonic Ceremonies. 

The Several Lodges and all the Brethren intending to take part in the 
Procession are requested to be in attendance, at the Masonic Hall, St. Law- 
rence Buildings, at the above hour, or not later than two o'clock, and all tran- 
sient and non-aflfiliated Brethren are cordially invited to attend. 

By order, 

Francis Richardson. 

Toronto, April T4th, T854- 
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The ceremony was performed by R. W. Bro. Ridout. The 
minutes of the proceedings read: 

At an especial meeting, holden at Toronto on Monday, the 17th day of 
April, 1854, for the purpose of laying the foundation-stone of the New Me- 
chanics' Hall with Masonic ceremonies. 

present: 

R. W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master, on the Throne. 

W. Br. Fred. Wm. Barron, as G. S. Warden. 

W. Br. Frederick P. Stow, as G. J. Warden. 

Br. Wm. Gooderham, as G. Chaplain. 

Br. G. Ridout, as G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

Br. Hugh Miller, as G. S. Deacon. 

Br. J. R. Mountjoy, as G. J. Deacon. 

Br. John Tully, as G. Supt. Works. 

Br. A. Drummond, G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Br. G. Duggan, as Assistant ditto. 

Br. G. D. Wells, G. Organist. 

Br. S. B. Harman, as G. Pursuivant. 

Br. Thomas Paul, G. Sword Bearer. 

Br. H. Piper, Br. Thomas Prosser, Br. William Graham. G. Stewards. 
Br. William Howard. Br. Hecht, Br. William Purdy» as G. Stewards. 
Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

W. Br. Lewis Langstaff, carrying Cornucopia. 

Br. Boyce, carrying Ewer of Wine. 

Br. Jos. Rogers, carrying Ewer of Oil. 

Br. Deniord, carrying Corinthian Light. 

Br. A. Tupper, carrying Ionic Light. 

Br. James, carrying Doric Light. 

Br. Wm. Sladden, carrying Column of G. J. Warden. 
Br. H. Rowsell, carrying Column of G. S. Warden. 
Br. L. Privat, carrying Banner. 
Br. W. M. Jamieson, Square and Mall. 

A large number of visitors from the neighboring lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 3 o'clock p.m. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand ATaster, having stated to the Grand Lodge the 
purpose for which it was assembled, 

A procession was formed, which marched in the usual order to the grounds 
of the Old Government House, when the following Address was presented 
by the President, Vice-President, and members of the Mechanics' Institute 
to the R. W. Deputy Grand Master: — 

•'TO THOMAS G. RTDOLTT. ESQ., DEPUTY PROVINCIAL GRAND 
MASTER OF THE FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF CAN- 
ADA WEST. 

Sir, — We. the President, Vice-President, and Members of the Toronto 
Mechanics* Institute, beg to express the great gratification we experience in 
welcoming you and the Ancient and Honourable Fraternity over which you 
so worthily preside to a participation in a ceremonial commending itself, we 
trust, to the favourable interest of all classes of the community. 

In soliciting from you, in your official capacity of Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master of the Free and Accepted Masons of Canada West, the favour 
of your assistance in laying the chief corner-stone of the new Hall of our 
Institute, we feel that, though much indebted to you for your co-operation, 
we are not engaging you in a service unworthy of the exalted position you 
occupy in tbat Fraternity. 
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This institution, established and incorporated for promoting the educa- 
tion of the people, and for the provision of sound instruction and rational 
amusement, has, we are happy to believe, commended itself to the warm 
sympathy and zealous support of our fellow-citizens. 

Containing within itself the elements of increased usefulness, we con- 
fidently anticipate that when the work shall have been completed, which 
will this day be so auspiciously commenced by yourself, a still brighter and 
more useful sphere will be opened to it, while we trust that the edifice itself 
will not be unworthy of the object it is designed to serve, or of the city in 
which it is placed. 

" Deeply sensible of the generous liberality' with which our efforts have 
been supported by our fellow-citizens, we are, by it, stimulated to renewed 
exertions in the hope that our Institution may grow in usefulness, and gradu- 
ally so exalt and extend its beneficial influence as to gather round it and secure 
the increased confidence and respect of the community. 

" We now beg you to accompany us to the New Hall, and lay its chief 
corner-stone, and we assure you and the fraternity by whom you are attended, 
that the remembrance of the ceremony thus entrusted to you will long be 
cherished by us with feelings of pleasure nnd gratification, as the commence- 
ment of a new era in the history of an Institution in whose success they, as 
well as we. are deeply interested." 

This address having been read by the President of the Mechanics' Insti- 
tute, the R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to make the following 
reply: — 

"TO THE PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT, AND MEMBERS OF 
THE MECHANICS' INSTITUTE OF THE CITY OF TORONTO. 

" Gentlemen, — In the name and on behalf of the Ancient Fraternity of 
Free and Accepted Masons now assembled, I have the honour, as their re- 
presentative, to return you our sincere thanks for your very handsome address, 
and to assure you that we accept with great pleasure your invitation to lay 
with Masonic ceremonies the foundation-stone of the new Hall which you 
are about to erect for the public uses of your Institute, and this we will en- 
deavour to do, as Masons have done in all ages before us on siinilar public 
occasions; and we pray God that it may prosper, and that it may became a 
building for good men and good deeds, and so serve every purpose for which 
it is intended. 

" Having been for many years associated with your Institution, and hav- 
ing had the honour to hold its highest office, I feel doubly interested in the 
events of this auspicious day, and rejoice with you in the rapid rise and pre- 
sent prosperity of a society whose labours have so much tended to the diffu- 
sion of useful knowledge and rational amusement amongst the inhabitants of 
the city. 

" My mind is also led back from this splendid scene to the olden time, 
when, as a boy five years of age, I first beheld this place. What did I see? 
Not stately edifices, princely mansions and thronged streets, and all the busy 
signs of commerce on the great scale now exhibited; but the primeval forest 
covering the land and waving its lofty head, unbroken from the far north, 
east and west, down to these shores: the solitary winding foot-path through 
the woods from one log cabin to the other was our only road; streets there 
were none. No farmer with his grain-loaded waggon was seen in those days, 
for the country was untilled and uninhabited save by the roving Indian. 
Yet we despaired not, but looked through a long and distant vista with hope- 
ful eyes for better times: and these have surely come, as this day witnesses. 
Such is a short but faithful picture of this city at its first settlement in the 
year 1797; and who can tell or foresee what it will be at the end of the pre- 
sent century; it therefore remains for us to pray that the all-bounteous Author 
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of nature will be pleased to preside over and prosper it, and to preserve it from 
ruin and decay to the latest posterity." 

The procession then moved to the site of the intended building, the 
foundation-stone of which was laid by the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, with 
the accustomed ceremonies. The procession then re-formed, and returned to 
the lodge room. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at 5 o'clock, p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 

The British Colonist of i8th April, 1854, contained the fol- 
lowing interesting account of the ceremony; 

LAYING THE CORNER STONE OF THE NEW HALL OF THE 

TORONTO MECHANICS' INSTITUTE. 

Yesterday the 17th of April, the interesting ceremony of laying the chief 
corner stone of the New Hall of the Toronto Mechanics' Institute, took place. 
It was a delicious spring day, and the people who turned out to take part in 
the proceeding, all appeared not only to enjoy the occasion, but the balmy 
breeze which had taken the place of the cold blustering north-east winds which 
had been so prevalent of late. The laying of a corner stone of a public build- 
ing is always a subject of interest to the parties who are likely to be benefited 
by the building; and in this case the interest was greatly augmented by the 
popularity of the Institution, for whose use the building is intended, and the 
fact that the Freemasons had been invited to conduct the ceremony. 

The different Lodges of the Ancient Fraternity assembled in their several 
Lodge rooms at about i o'clock, and proceeded from thence to the grounds 
of the Government House, where they were met by the Mechanics' Institutes, 
accompanied by their office officers. 

The President of the Institute then addressed the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master. 

(This address and the reply of the Deputy Grand Master have 
already been given in the official proceeding's.) 



The Mechanics' Institute, now the Public Library. 
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After these interchanges of civilities between the Institute and the Frater- 
nity a procession was formed, which was headed by the Mechanics' Institute, 
after which followed the Lodges in due order, the juniors first, which was 
brought up by the Grand Master. 

ORDER OF PROCESSION: 

Tylers. 
Band of the Rifles, 
Banner of the Mechanics' Institute, 
Banner, 

Western Light Lodge of Masons, 
King Solomon's Lodge, 
Ionic Lodge, 
St. Andrew's Lodge, 
Grand Lodge. 

The different Lodges were accompanied by their banners, and all the breth- 
ren were in full regalia. On arriving at the site of the new building, the proces- 
sion opened in file, and allowed the Grand Master, accompanied by his Grand 
Officers and Stewards, to walk between the files where the stone was to be 
laid^ where he was received by the President of the Institute. 

The Grand Officers having arranged themselves on the platform prepared 
for their reception, the Deputy Grand Master then addressed the Auxiliary as 
follows : — 

Men, women and children here assembled to-day to behold this cere- 
mony, know all of you that we be lawful Masons, true to the laws of our 
country and established of old, with peace and honor in most countries, to do 
good to our brethren, to build great buildings and to fear God, who is the 
Architect of all things. We have among us concealed from the eyes of all men 
secrets which may not be revealed, and which no man has discovered, but 
those secrets are lawful and honorable to know by Masons, who only have 
the keeping of them to the end of time. Unless our Craft were good and 
our calling honorable, we should not have lasted so many centuries, nor should 
we have had so many illustrious brothers in our order, ready to promote our 
laws and further our interests. 

" To-day we are here assembled, in the presence of you all, to build a hall 
for the Public use of the Mechanics' Institute of this city, which we pray God 
may prosper if it seem good to Him, and that it may become a good building 
for good men and good deeds, and promote harmony and brotherly love till 
the world itself shall end. 

" So mote it be." 

A very appropriate prayer was next offered by the Rev. Mr. McCaul, and 
although the words could only be heard by those who were near, the effect on 
the vast assemblage was very marked, and at the conclusion a large number 
joined audibly in the Lord's Prayer. 

The Grand Secretary then next read the following inscription, which was 
elegantly engrossed on vellum: 

THIS. 

THE CHIEF CORNER STONE, 
OF 

THE TORONTO MECHANICS INSTITUTE, 

WAS LAID, 
ON MONDAY, THE 17th DAY OF APRIL, 
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IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FOUR, 
IN THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR 
OF THE REIGN OF HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY, 

QUEEN VICTORIA. 
The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, K. T., 

Being 

Governor-General of British North America, 

by 

THOMAS GIBBS RIDOUT, ESQR., 
Deputy Grand Master of the Ancient Fraternity 
FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS, 

of Canada West, assisted by the officers and members of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and 

The Masters, Wardens and Members of numerous private Lodges, on the 
invitation of the President and Officers of the Institute. 

And in the presence of the Members thereof, The Mayor, Mvmicipal 
Council and citizens of the City of Toronto. 

The Building erected by the energy of the Members, generously assisted 
by a liberal public subscription is to be devoted to the service of an Institution 
whose objects are the promotion of the education and the requirement of the 
people by the persons of solid and useful information, and 

Rational amusement, by the establishment of a Public Library and 
Museum, the delivery of Lectures and the maintenance of teaching classes. 
Officers of the Institute for 1853-1854: 
Thomas J. Robertson, Ksqr., President. 
Patrick Freeland, Ksqr., ist Vice-President. 
William Edwards, Esqr., 2nd Vice-President. 

Committee of Management: Mr. Rice Lewis, Mr. John Warthington, Mr. 
Hiram Piper, Mr. Samuel Rodgers, Mr. F, W. Cumberland, Mr. John Mc~ 
Bean. Mr. Vincent Parks, Mr. William Atkinson, Mr. John Elliot, Mr. 
Archibald McCallum, Mr. Sandford Fleming, Mr. W. G. Storm. 

Mr. John Harrington, Treasurer. 

Alexr. Christie, Corresponding Secre. 

Robt. Edwards, Recording Sec. & Librarian. 

Frederic W. Cumberland and William G. Storm, Architects. 

Benjamin Walton and William H. Pim, Contractors. 

Mr. George Ridout next proceeded to put the inscription and other 
documents into a glass bottle, which having been hermetically sealed, was 
placed m a cavity prepared for the reception under the stone, and covered 
with a brass plate on which were engraved certain Masonic emblems. 

The bottle contained the following documents, etc., etc.; 

Inscription engraved on vellum. 

Morning issue of Colonist, Globe, Patriot, and Leader. 
Scobie's Almanac for 1854. 

List of Executive government members of both branches of the Legisla- 
ture, of the Judiciary, and other functionaries of the Province. Last number 
of Canadian Journal. 

Last report of Institute, and History down to the present time Act of 
Incorporation, By-laws and Catalogue of Books in the Library of the Insti- 

ceremony, observed at the chief corner stone. Engraving 
Of the building. Programme of Lectures, charts, etc., of the past session. 

Sundry silver and copper coins. 
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Different demonstrations of Canadian postage stamps. The President of 
the Institute then presented the Grand Master with an elegant silver trowel, 
made by Mr, Morrison, the handle of which was of maple wood richly orna- 
mented with the maple leaf. The trowel bore the following inscription: — 

PRESENTED 
Thomas G. Ridout, Esqr., 
Deputy Grand Master, 
of 

Free and Accepted Masons of Canada West, 

by the 

Toronto Mechanics' Institute, 
on the occasion of His laying the Comer Stone of their New Hall, 

with Masonic Honors. 
On Monday the 17th, day of April, 1854, 

In presenting the trowel the President said he felt highly honored in so 
doing, and he trusted that it would cement the link of brotherhood between 
the ancient fraternity of Free Masons and the Mechanics' Institute, of 
Toronto. 

The Grand Master having spread the mortar the stone was let down into its 
place, the band playing at the same time the National Anthem. The mallet and 
plumb line was next applied and the stone declared to be duly laid, upon which 
the Grand Master said: May the great Architect of the universe grant a bless- 
ing on this foundation stone which we have now laid, and by its Providence 
enable to finish this and every work which may be undertaken for the benefit 
and the advantage of the city. 

So mote it be." 

This was followed by the peculiar clapping of hands practiced by the 
Masons, and a salute of nine guns. And before the firing had ceased the 
Grand Master proceeded with the interesting and typical part of the cere- 
mony of pouring corn and wine and oil on the stone, uttering at the same time 
the following prayer: 

May the all bounteous author of nature grant an abundance of corn, 
wine and oil, and all other necessaries, conveniences and comforts, to this city, 
and may the same Providence preside over it and preserve it from ruin and 
decay to the latest posterity. 

So mote it." 

Mr. Storm, one of the Architects, then presented to the Grand Master the 
plans of the building which he examined, and then returned them to the 
architect with his approbation, and expressed a hope that a building planned 
with so much wisdom would rise in harmony and beauty to the credit of the 
Architect, and the honor of those who had selected him for the work, at 
the same time returning the mallet, the lever and the plumb, expressing a hope 
that they would be carefully and faithfully used in the construction of the 
building. A sum of money was then placed on the stone the proceeds of a 
collection made amongst the brethren for that purpose. The President of the 
Institute then thanked the Grand Master and the Brethren for their assistance 
on that occasion in a very neat and eflfective speech. He said that Mechanics^ 
Institutes could not compete with other literary Institutions, but they had a 
value particularly their own, and when the city was so rapidly improving in 
every direction it was gratifying to him that the Mechanics could put up a 
building which had not arisen from the desire to promote personal ambition, 
selfishness or profit. The object of the building was not only to supply suitable 
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rooms for the Institute, but also a good room for public meetings and a music 
hall. The President said he should next call upon the Rev. Dr. McCaul, who 
would address the meeting much better than he could. 

Dr. McCaul said that he would only address a few words to the assembly, 
and it was not a long speech he made, but an exceedingly good one. Our 
report must be necessarily brief for the English mail having arrived, it is 
necessary to devote as much as possible to European news. After alluding to 
the pissing circumstance under which the ceremony of that day had been con- 
ducted he spoke of the purpose to which the building was to be devoted, and 
expressed his unquaHfied approval of the managers in providing for the amuse- 
ment of the people, declaring he had no sympathy with the Ledger School of 
Philosophy, with those who measured the value of everything by the money 
which it would bring as its mere importance in utilitarian point of view. He 
then spoke of the great improvements which had taken place among the 
Mechanics of some 20 or 30 years ago and those of the present day, contrasting 
the tw-o greatly in favor of the men of this day; and attributing this improvement 
in a great degree to the efifect of the Mechanics' Institutes; concluding his 
speech by meeting the objections w^hich had been made to such Institutions on 
the ground that they make men dissatisfied in the position in which they are 
placed. 

Mr. Freeland, First Vice-President, next acknowledged the service of the 
Grand Master and the brethren, and the services of the day concluded with 
the benediction by Dr. McCaul; afterwards three hearty cheers were given for 
the Queen, and the vast assemblage separated. The arrangements of the occa- 
sion were of the most perfect kind, and the platforms which were well and sub- 
stantially built were beautifully ornamented with numerous flags and banners. 
The following is a brief description of the building :^ — 

The principal front of the building will be on Church Street, 80 x 94 front on 
Adelaide Street, leaving a lane 10 feet in width around the north and east sides 
of the building. The ground floor will contain, besides offices for renting, the 
Library, Reading Room, Committee and Apparatus Room and the Lecture 
Theatre, the seats of which will be in a circular form and regularly descending 
from the level of this floor to that of the basement, thus affording an un- 
obstructed view of the platform to every person in the room. The basement 
will also contain the Hall Keeper's apartments and a number of excellent class 
rooms, the ceiling being high and well ventilated. On the second floor is the 
music hall, approached by a broad stairway nine feet in width, in a grand 
entrance hall twenty-five feet in width and two stories in height. The music 
hall is 76% feet x 56 feet, with a fine lofty ceiling. Connected with this room, 
and on the same level, are two ante-rooms about twenty-five feet square each. 
Above these rooms and extending across the building is a supper room, 67 
feet long by 35 feet wide, with two small rooms attached. On the east side of 
the building it is intended to erect an extra stairway to the Music Hall, both for 
the security of the audience in case of an alarm, and also for convenience of 
performers, who will thus have access to retiring room immediately back of the 
platform. On the side of the room opposite the platform will be erected a small 
gallery for an orchestra. 
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CHAPER LXXXII. 

The Eighteenth Communication of the ProvincialGrand Lodge 
OF Canada West, at Kingston, in May, 1854, 

No acknowledgment of the memorial prepared and forwarded to 
the Grand Lodge of England, asking for power to form an indepen- 
dent Grand Lodge in Canada, had been received by the Grand Secre- 
tary up to the time of holding the first half-yearly communication oi 
the Provincial Grand Lodge in May of 1854. This delay was the sub- 
ject of review by the members of Provincial Grand Lodge, and with 
the intention that a definite reply might be secured, another resolution 
was drafted, reciting the fact that such a memorial had been sent, and 
pomting out to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Kngland 
that in not having an acknowledgment of the receipt of money trans- 
mitted in March of 1853 for charter and certificates, they had sufifered 
materially from the neglect. The minutes read: 

" At a regular meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden at Kingston, on Tues- 
day, the 9th day of May, 1854. 

present: 

R. W. Br. Sir Allan N. MacNab, G. Master, on the Throne. 

V. W. Br. Henry Smith, G. Sen. Warden. 

W. Br. Wm. B. Moore, as G. Jun. Warden. 

W. Br. James Burrowes, as G. Treasurer. 

W. Br. Hiram Fulford, as G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W. Br. Samuel S. Finden, as G. Sen. Deacon. 

W. Br. S. D. Fowler, as G. Jun. Deacon. 

Br. W. G. Storm, as G. Supt. Works. 

Br. W. M. Jamieson, as G. Dir. of Ceremonies. 

Br. W. G. Hinds, Assistant ditto. 

Br. S. B. Harman, as G. Organist. 

W. Br. Schryver, as G. Pursuivant. 

Br. A. Gordon, as G. Sword Bearer. 

Br. Geo. Duggan, Br. John Flanaghan, Br. Carey, Br. Marriott, Br. J. 
Kerr, as G. Stewards. 

W. Br. Thomas Corey. G. Steward. 
W. Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
visiting brethren. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form at 10^/^ o'clock, a.m. 

The By-laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
holden at Toronto, on Thursday the 27th day of October, 1853, and of a 
special meeting holden at Toronto on Monday, the 17th day of April, 1854, 
were read and confirmed. 

The Grand Secretary read to the Grand Lodge a circular from the P. 
Gr<ind Lodge of Montreal and William Henry inviting the Grand Lodge ol 
Canada West to attend the ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the Me- 
chanics* Institute, now erecting in the city of Montreal, on the nth inst., to 
which the Grand Secretary was directed to reply. 

The Grand Secretary read a communication from the W. Master, War- 
dens and Brethren of St. John's Lodge, No. 3. inviting the R. W. Grand 
Master, and the officers and members of the Grand Lodge to a lunch at high- 
36a 


562 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IINT CANADA. 


noon on the loth inst. ; which invitation the R. W. Grand Master, on behaU 
of himself and members of the Grand Lodge, was pleased to accept. 

The Grand Secretary read a note informing the Grand Lodge of the sud- 
den indisposition of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, Br. Thomas G. Ridout, 
which prevented his being present at this meeting. 

The Grand Secretary read a communication from the Secretary of True 
Britons' Lodge, No. 21, Perth, asking permission for the Lodge to hold a 
Masonic procession on the approaching Festival of St. John the Baptist. 
Leave was granted. 

On motion it was 

*' Resolved, — That the P. Grand Secretary do forthwith write to the M. 
Worshipful the Grand Master, through the Grand Registrar, stating that 
resolutions of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West were transmitted 
to the Grand Secretary in December last, and that no answer thereto has been 
received or acknowledgment thereof made, and that the correspondence con- 
nected with the transmission of said resolutions be at the same time forwarded: 
and further, that the Provincial Grand Lodge has suffered materially from 
the neglect of the Grand Secretary's office in not acknowledging the receipt 
of monies transmitted on the 5th and 19th March, 1853, as well for Lodge 
Charters as for Master Masons' Certificates, and the non-transmission of said 
Charters and Certificates." 

The Grand Lodge was closed in due form at 1V2 o'clock, p.m. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

Grand Secretary. 

For some reason or other unexplained the memorial of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodg-e to Kngland had not been transmitted after the 
semi-annual meeting in May, 1853, but had been delayed until Decem- 
ber. It had then been forwarded, but up to May, 1854, not even an 
acknowledgment of its receipt had been vouchsafed. 

This resolution gave the key to much of the friction that existed 
between Masonic bodies in Kngland and those in Canada. The re- 
mittances of money to Kngland had not been attended with much 
sviccess. They frequently remained for as long a period as a year un- 
acknowledged. 

The fact was that the Toronto lodges became so annoyed with 
the manner in which they had been treated that when moneys were 
to be remitted for certificates and warrants, the cash was sent per- 
sonally by the hands of merchants or others, members of the Craft 
visiting Kngland, with instructions not to pay over the moneys to 
the Grand Secretary at London unless the certificates or warrants 
were at the same time handed to those who paid over their fees. 


CHAPTER LXXXIII. 

The Ninetekntii Communtcatton of the Provtnctat. Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, at Toronto, tn October, 1854. 

The second half-vearly meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodg"e 
was held at Toronto in October, 1854. At this meetins: we have the 
first action of the Craft since its reorganization towards the foundation 
of a benevolent fund. The brethren decided to invest the sum of £300 
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in public securities for this purpose, and it was also on a vote decided 
to devote one-third of the balance in hand of the funds of the Grand 
Lodge for a building fund, presumably to secure the erection of a 
Masonic Asylum for the widows and orphans of indigent brethren. 
The reader will observe that the vote on this latter question was not 
by ballot, but by open vote, at which a division was taken, and the 
yeas and nays recorded, the resolution being carried by a vote of 
2a to 5. 

At this period in the history of Craft Masonry, the work of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge was, to a certain extent, hampered by the 
issue of warrants by supreme bodies other than that of Hngland. The 
Grand Lodge of Ireland had nearly twenty warrants in the jurisdic- 
tion, and naturally the members of the Provincial Grand Lodge has- 
tened to express their views as embodied in a resolution protesting 
against the issue of warrants by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and ask- 
ing by memorial the good offices of the Grand Lodge of England in 
influencing their sister Grand Lodges against further infringement 
of Canadian territory. Accordingly, a resolution was drafted and 
prepared with that intent, but an amendment was carried that the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge do not interfere with the action of lodges war- 
ranted by Ireland. 

It may be recollected that the Grand Lodge of Ireland acted 
strictly within its rights as a sovereign body in issuing these warrants 
to the Canadian brethren. It could not be claimed with justice that 
there was an infringement of territory, when the Grand Lodge of Ire- 
land was a sovereign body, the peer of the Grand Lodge of England. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada was not a sovereign and 
independent body, but subordinate to the Grand Lodge of England, 
and although with reason it might complain of new lodges springing 
up in the jurisdiction, without a governing: body to direct them in the 
country, still their Canadian brethren had some reason for their ac- 
tion. The unsatisfactory manner in which the English authorities 
had always dealt with Canadian interests was known to the leading 
brethren, not only in the Provincial Grand Lodge, but also to those 
who were not affiliated with it. The refusal of years ago, on the part 
of England, to recognize the efforts of the Canadian brethren had not 
been forgotten, and the nep-lect of England to look after its Masonic 
interests during the hiatus of 1829-44, looked to many of the breth- 
ren in Canada as unfraternal, unbusiness-like and unsatisfactory. 

Still later, when the Provincial Grand Lod^e had been reoreran- 
ized under Sir Allan MacNab, when attempts were made to secure 
replies to urgent communications, asking- that the Provincial Grand 
Lodge be the only medium of communication, praying: for power to 
create an independent Grand Lodge, and finally requesting an ac- 
knowledgment of moneys transmitted, when all the efforts resulted in 
failure, were not the brethren justified in seeking the opportunity for 
Masonic communion offered by the powers of the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland? The action of the brethren of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
would not, however, have needed any influence, for at this time a 
strong section of the Craft were affiliated, and were members of the 
lodges warranted by Ireland. The minutes read: 
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At a half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden at Toronto, on 
Wednesday, the :25th day of October, 1854. 

present: 

R. W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master, on the Throne. 

W. Br. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, as G. Sen. Warden. 

W. Br. G. W. Whitehead, as G. Jun. Warden. 

V. W. Br. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, G. Chaplain, 

V. W. Brother, Nathan Gatchell, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W. Br. F. W. Barron, G. Sen. Deacon. 

W. Br. C. Clarke, as G. Jun. Deacon. 

Br. John Tully, G. Supt. Works. 

Br. A. Drummond, G. Dir. Ceremonies. ✓ 

W. Br. H. B. Bull, as Asst. do. 

Br. G. D. Wells, G. Organist. 

Br. K. M. Carruthers, as G. Sword Bearer. 

Br. S. B. Harman, as G. Pursuivant. 

W. Br. L. Langstaff, as Grand Steward, 

Br. Thomas Prosser, Br. Wm. Graham, Br. Hiram Piper, Br. D. Mc- 
Donald, G. Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 8 o'clock, p.m. 

The By-laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, on Tues- 
day, the 9th day of May, 1854, were read and confirmed. 

The Grand Secretary read a statement of the Grand Treasurer's accounts 
during the past Masonic year, when 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer's report be now adopted." 

The proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge had heretofore 
been published in sheet form similar to those of the Grand Lodge of 
Kngland. This year a move was made to have the proceedings issued 
in different shape, so that they would be more conveni^t for the mem- 
bership. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this Grand Lodge, together with a 
detailed statement of its financial affairs, be published in pamphlet form, and 
there be a sufficient quantity published to furnish each subordinate lodge 
throughout the Province with at least three copies of said proceedings, and 
that the same be prepared for the press by the Grand Secretary, commencing 
from the last general report of this P. Grand Lodge." 

The motion to create a benevolent fund was the first attempt of 
the kind in connection with the Grand Lodg^e. The £300 granted was 
to form the nucleus, to be increased by one-third of the yearly bal- 
ance of Grand Lodge funds. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, ** That the sum of three hundred pounds be at once invested in 
such public funds as the R. W. P. Grand Master shall deem best, as a fund of 
benevolence/' 

It was moved and seconded 

" That the one-half of the yearly balance be annually devoted to the fund 
of benevolence." 
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It was then moved and seconded, in amendment, and 

Resolved. That hereafter one-third of the yearly balance of the Grand 
Lodge fvmds on hand shall be appropriated to the formation of a permanent 
fund of benevolence/' 

The proposal to erect a Masonic temple had long concerned the 
Craft. In Toronto an effort in that direction had been made by St. 
Andrew's lodge but without success, and now Grand Lodge gave its 
endorsement by placing one-third of the fvmds of Grand Lodge in a 
building fund for a temple that was to be erected in Toronto. 
On motion, it was 

Resolved, That one-third of the balance in hand of the funds of the 
Grand Lodge be yearly devoted to the purpose of a building fund, and that 
said sums be invested in such securities as the P. Grand Master and D. P. 
Grand Master may deem most advisable." 

The division on the above motion was as follows: — 

Yeas — Bros. A. Drummond, H. Piper, R. Lewis. P. M., Donald McDonald, 
W. M. Jamieson, S. W., Hugh Miller, J. W., John TuUy, G. D. Wells and 
F. W. Barron. W. M. of Lodge No. i; W. Br. L. Langstaff, of Lodge No. 14; 
Brs. N. Gatchell, P. M., the Rev. L, Ramsey, J. H. Ritchey, S. W.. and W. 
H. Stanton, J. W., of Lodge No. 18; W. Bro. Graham, M., and Br. Prosser, 
of Lodge No. 7; W. Br. W. B. Moore, of Lodge No. 24; W. Br. G. W. White- 
head, of Lodge No. 38; W. Br. C. Clarke, of Lodge No. 35; W. Br. Thomas 
Burrell, Br. H. Pearin, S. W., and Br. S. Figg, J. W., of Corinthian Lodge, 
Stanley's ATills. 

Nays — Br. W. H. Simpson, S. W. of Lodge No, 9; W. Br. the Rev. Fras. 
J. Lundy, of Union Lodge, Grimsby; W. Br. H. B. Bull, of Lodge No. 11; 
Br. Baird, S. W., Lodge No. 33; and Br. James H. Peck, S. W., of Lodge 
No. 32. 

The vexed question of foreign jurisdictions interfering" in Canada 
was every year becoming- a more pertinent subject for discussion. 
The Irish lodges had thrown some obstacles in the Craft pathway, 
and the Provincial Grand Lodge under England was beginning to see 
that a further influx would weaken their body. 

It was moved and seconded 
That a humble memorial be forwarded by the R. W. Grand Master of 
this P. Grand Lodge to the Grand Lodge of Kngland, representing the 
grievous injury done to the Craft by the ahnost indiscriminate issue of war- 
rants from the Grand Lodge of Ireland; and asking the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land to use its best endeavours to induce the Grand Lodge of Ireland to dis- 
continue a system so fatal to Masonic unity, this Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Upper Canada having been first established by the Grand Lodge of England 
in the year 179^.'' 

Whilst anxious to stop a further isstte of warrants from Ireland, 
the provincial body had sense enotig^li not to create additional friction 
by interference with the Irish warrants in existence, so 
It was then moved and seconded in amendment, and 

Resolved, That this Provincial Grand Lodge do not interfere with the 
action of the lodges holding warrants from the Grand Lodge of Ireland at 
this session/' 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this was the time appointed by By-law for the election of Treasurer, and 
the appointment of other Grand Officers, when 

Upon motion, it was 

Resolved, That V. W. Br. Frederick W. Barron be elected to the office 
of Grand Treasurer for the ensuing Masonic year," 
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The R. W. Deputy Grand Master was then pleased to appoint the follow- 
ing brethren as officers of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year, all 
of whom, together with the Grand Treasurer elect, were duly installed in per- 
son, or by proxy, and proclaimed according to ancient form. 

V. W. Br. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, Lodge No. 3. and P. M. of St. 
John's and St. Paul's Lodge 437, La Valetta, Master, G. Sen. Warden, 

V. W. Br. Geo- W. Whitehead, M., Lodge No. 38, G. Jun. Warden. 

V< W. Br. the Rev. F. J. Lundy, M., Union Lodge, Grimsby, G. Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, P. M., Lodge No. 18, G. Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, P. M. Lodge No. 18, G. Secretary. 

W. Br. Charles Clarke, M. of Lodge No. 35, G. Sen. Deacon. 

Br. W. B. Simpson, S. W. Lodge No. 9, G. Jun. Deacon. 

Br. W. G. Storm, Lodge No. i, G. Supt. Works. 

Br, A. Drummond. Lodge No. i, G. Dir. Ceremonies, 

Br. James H. Peck, Lodge No. 32, Asst. do. 

Br. Geo. F. Hayter, Lodge No. i, G. Organist. 

Br. S- B. Harman, Lodge No. i, G. Pursuivant. 

W. Br. Lewis Langstaff, Lodge No. 14, G. Swo'rd Bearer. 

Br E. M. Carruthers, Br. W. M. Jarriieson, Br. Hugh Miller, Lodge No. 
i; Br. J. H. Ritchey, Br. E. R. O'Brien, Lodge No. 18; W. Br. Thomas J. 
Burrell, Corinthian Lodge, Stanley's Mills, G. Stewards. . 

B. John Morrison, G. Tyler. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That this P. Grand Lodge do select some worthy Brother as 
a Grand Lecturer, to visit the different subordinate lodges throughout the 
Province working under the jurisdiction, and to enforce a uniform system of 
working the Craft for the benefit of the same." 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at i\V^ o'clock, p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

(Signed) Francis Ricftaroson. 

Grand Secretary. 

The official report of the proceedings of 1854 has appended to it a 
list of the lodges under the jurisdiction of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West/' showing thirty-eight duly enrolled and eleven work- 
ing under dispensation, as either lodges directly warranted by the 
Grand Lodge of Kngland, or lodges that were in the jurisdiction 
in the days of R. W. Bro, Jarvis and also R, W. Bro. Simon McGilli- 
vray. The list is as follows: 

List of Lodges under the Jurisdiction of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West. 

No. I. St. Andrew's Lodge, Toronto. 

.No. 2. Niagara Lodge. Niagara. 

No. 3. St. John'<? Lodge, Kingston. 

No. 4. Belleville Lodge, Belleville. 

No. 5. St. John's Lodge. Cobourg. 

No. 6. Union Lodge, Napanee. 

No. 7. Western Light Lodge, Bolton, 

No. 8. Prince Edward's Lodge, Picton. 

No. 9. Brockville Lodge, Brockville. 

No. ro. Union Goderich Lodge, Goderich. 

No. II, The Barton Lodge, Hamilton. 

No. 14. Richmond Lodge, Richmond Hill. 

No. 15. St. George's Lodge, St. Catharines. 

No, 16. St. John's Lodge, Carleton Place. 

No. 17. St. Francis Lodge, Smith's Falls. 

No. 18. Ionic Lodge, Toronto. 
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No. 20. Ontario Lodge. Port Hope. 
No. 21. True Britons' Lodge, Perth. 
No, 22. Strict Observance Lodge, Hamilton. 
No. 23. Corinthian Lodge, Peterfjorotigh. 
No. 24. Dalhousie Lodge, Bytown. 
No. 25. Kemptville Lodge, Kemptville. 
No. 26. WelHngton Lodge. Guelph. 
No. 27. Thistle Lodge, Amherstburgh. 
No. 28. Jerusalem Lodge, Bowmanville. 
No. 29, Amity Lodge, Dunnville. 
No. 30. Rose Lodge, Sandwich. 
No. 31. St. John's Lodge, Norfolk. 
No. 32. Trent Lodge, River Trent. 
No. 33. Mount Zion Lodge, Borelia, 
No. 34. St. George's Lodge, Gosfield. 
No. 35. Composite Lodge, Whithy. 
No. 36. Welland Lodge, Chippew^a. 
No. 37. St. George's Lodge, London. 
No. 38. King Solomon's Lodge, Woodstock- 
Wellington Lodge, Chatham. 

Unity Lodge, Paris. 

Great Western Lodge, Windsor. 

Madoc Lodge, Madoc. 

Erie Lodge, Morpeth. 

Union Lodge, Grimsby. 

Consecon Lodge, Consecon. 

Corinthian Lodge, Stanley's Mills. 

Merrickville Lodge, Merrickville. 

Victoria Lodge, Port Sarnia. 
North Gower Lodge, North Gower. 

Financial statements are naturally dry reading; yet to some they 
are interesting. The contributions from thirty-eight lodges, to 
the Grand Lodge of England, amounted to £106. 5. 7^, and to the 
Provincial Grand Lodge £513. o. io><. The statement shows a con- 
siderable improvement over those of former years. The financial 
statement also furnishes the information that the salary of the Grand 
Tyler was £12. los. per year, and that of the Grand Secretary £50 
per year. 


CHAPTER LXXXTV. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge of 1855. — A Proposition to 
Divide Upper Canada into Three Masonic Divisions. 
— The Struggle for an Independent Grand Lodge. 

The year 1855 will long be remembered in the Craft History of 
Canada. The success of the fraternity was fairly in the balance, and 
the influences which, from small beginnings, had gradually been gain- 
ing strength, finally culminated in a result that was scarcely ever ex- 
pected by those who crystallized the thought that brought abso- 
lute freedom of action in all matters to the brethren of Upper Canada. 
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The Provincial Grand Lodge journeyed west for its annual communi- 
cation, and with R. W. Bro. Thos. G. Ridout, the Deputy Grand Mas- 
ter, in the chair, met in London, and counselled for the welfare of the 
Craft. The proceedings for the first day's meeting were routine. On 
the second day V. W. Bro, William Mercer Wilson, the W. M. of 
Norfolk lodge, Simcoe, gave notice of a motion for a petition to the 
Grand Lodge of Kngland, asking permission to divide Upper Can- 
ada into three divisions, with a Grand Lodge in each, and tliat a dele- 
gate proceed to England to lay the matter before the English authori- 
ties. This was a notice of motion, and not debatable, but it was fol- 
lowed by the passage of a resolution, to the effect that an emergent 
meeting of Grand Lodge be called early in July to discuss the matter, 
and that each lodge be notified. A further resolution was passed for 
the appointment of a committee to determine the proper mode of 
working to be adopted in the province, with the name of a competent 
brother as Grand Lecturer. This closed the proceedings, the minutes 
reading as follows: 

Proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons for C. W., Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Rt. Wor. Provincial Grand 
Master, under the authority of the United Grand Lodge of England, the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Zetland, Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

At the half-yearly communication, held in the city of London, on Thursday 
and Friday, the loth and iith days of May, 1855. 

PRESENT : 

R. W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, on the Throne. 

V. W. Br. W. M. Wilson, as Grand Senior Warden. 

V. W. Br. Geo. W. Whitehead, G, J. Warden. 

V. W. Br. the Rev. Eras. James Lundy, G. Chaplain. 

W. Br. John Harding, as G. Registrar, 

Br. W. M. Jamieson, as G. Secretary. 

W. Br. Jeptha Bradshaw, as G. S. Deacon. 

Br. James A. Preston, as G. J. Deacon. 

Br. J. G. Bennett, as Grand Director of Ceremonies. 

Br, G. F. Hayter, as G. Organist. 

Br. Edwin Heathfield. as G, Pursuivant. 

Br. W. H. OHver, W. Br. Thomas Salmoni, Br. Thos. Swinarton, Br. 
William Bungy, as Grand Stewards. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at lo o'clock, p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

The By-laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden 
at Toronto, on Wednesday, the -25th day of October, 1854. were read and con- 
firmed. 

At II o'clock the R. W. D. Grand Master was pleased to adjourn the 
Grand Lodge until 9 o'clock, a.m., of the iith instant. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge re-assembled---Friday. the nth day of May, 

The first order of business in the afternoon embraced the discus- 
sion of independence in a decided form. V. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson's 
notice of a motion did not savor much of independence in 
Craft matters. It has always puzzled readers of the Craft work to 
find out what the V, W. Bro, meant by his proposed action. He 
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favored in all his addresses the view that Canada should be indepen- 
dent in Craft government, and yet he proposed a resolution that would 
have held the entire jurisdiction to Kngland more firmly than ever, 
for he practically admitted the right of Kngland to divide the juris- 
diction as a sovereign body having control. Bro. Wilson's motion 
\A'as never put into efifect, but should be given as part of the record: 

V. W. Br. W. M. Wilson, Master of Norfolk Lodge. Simcoe, gave 
notice, That at the next Communication of this Grand Lodge, he will move 
that a petition be forwarded to the Grand Lodge of Kngland, praying that 
R. W. body to divide Upper Canada into three Masonic divisions, estabHsh- 
ing a Grand Lodge in each division, and also that at the said meeting a dele- 
gate be appointed to proceed to Kngland for the purpose of attending to such 
matters as may be entrusted to him by this Grand Lodge." 

Following- the reading of this notice of motion came the resolu- 
tion that decided the fall of the Provincial Grand Lodge. For it was 
at the emergent meeting that there arose matters which led to the 
establishment of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

On motion, it was resolved — ' That the W. Master be requested to 
summon a Lodge of Kmergency, to be held as early in July as possible, for 
the purpose of taking into consideration the motion to be proposed by the 
mover of this resokttion, and that the Grand Secretary be instructed to forward 
a copy of the motion to each lodge under this jurisdiction, and such other 
matters as may be brought forward.' " 

The Board of General Purposes had apparently become a mori- 
bund body, for there is nothing of its appointment after 1852. 

The difficulties of securing uniform work in the lodges had re- 
ceived the serious attention of the rulers of the Craft. Year after year 
complaints were being made as to the absolute necessity of a proper 
form and system of work, so, as the Board of General Purposes did 
not seem to be in existence, 

On motion, it was Resolved — * That the R. W. the Grand Master of this 
Province be requested to appoint a Committee, composed of Past Masters 
and Masters of Lodges, to meet at the place to be appointed for holding the 
next Communication of this Grand Lodge, a day previous to said meeting, to 
estabHsh and determine the correct and proper mode of working to be adopted 
in this Province, and that the said Committee be instructed to report the same 
and recommend for the approval of the R. W. Grand Master a well-informed 
Brother as Grand Lecturer, in accordance with the resolution passed at the 
last meeting of this Grand Lodge.' " 

Bro. Barnes, who had been expelled in 1848, had his case again 
before the Provincial Grand Lodge, for 

On motion it was Resolved, — ' That the R. W. Deputy Grand Master 
be requested to appoint a Committee of this Provincial Grand Lodge to in- 
quire into the case of Br. S. W. Barnes (who wsls expelled from all the benefits 
of Masonry, at a regular meeting of the Grand Lodge, holden at Hamilton 
on the 15th and i6th days of June, 1848). and to report at the next meeting of 
this Provincial Grand Lodge.' " 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master w^as pleased to appoint the following 
brethren a committee to carry out the above resolution : 

" V. W. the Grand Junior Warden, V. W. the Grand Chaplain. V. W. 
the Grand Secretary.'* 

There was no more patriotic nor loyal brother than W. Bro. John 
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E. Harding, W. M. of St. George's lodge, London. Funds for the 
relief of the widows of those who fell in the Crimean war were re- 
quired and the famous Patriotic Fund was established- Bro. 
Harding thought that Masonry should contribute its mite, and, 
therefore, he as 

*• Master of St. George's Lodge, London, gave notice ' that he would, at the 
next meeting of this R. W. Grand Lodge, bring up a motion calHng upon the 
R. W. Grand Lodge to contribute some portion of their funds in aid of the 
patriotic fund now raising in England, and to recommend that the same be 
adopted by other lodges throughout the Province ' 

The R. W, the Deputy Grand Master was pleased to grant a dispensa- 
tion to authorize the Kemptville lodge. No. 25, Kemptville, to hold a Masonic 
procession on St. John's day, the 24th June next. 

*' The Grand Lodge was closed in form at 2 o'clock p.m., with solemn 
prayer. 

" (Signed) Francis Richardson, 

" Grand Secretary." 


CHAPTER LXXXV. 

Special Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, Held in the Clifton House, Niagara 
Falls, July, 1855. 

A special meetings of the Provincial Grand Lodge was held in 
July, 1855, Clifton House, Niagara Falls, and after confirming 

the minutes of the half-yearly communication at London, a petition 
was received from the brethren of Brockville lodge, similar in nature 
to that already forwarded by the R. W. the D. P. G. M. to the Grand 
Lodge of England. The notice of motion of V. W. Bro. W. M. Wil- 
son, who was acting as Grand Senior Warden, does not seem to have 
come up in the form of notice given, but another motion, much more 
brief but thoroughly explicit in its character, was discussed by the 
brethren. The minutes do not record the names of the mover and 
seconder, but it is fair to infer that V. W. Bro. Wilson was at least the 
spirit that inspi' ed, if he did net move, the resolution. The motion wa in 
effect that a meeting of delegates be called from all the lodges in order 
to organize an independent Grand Lodge for Upper Canada. But the 
fealtv to the mother Grand Lodge was strong, and although those 
present declare that the matter was fully discussed, the motion was 
lost. The petition sent to England in 1853 had not been answered, 
and a further resolution was passed, urging the Grand Master of Eng- 
land to reply, to allay the intense excitement in the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and at the same time Bro. R. H. Townsend, of London, was 
appointed the special agent of the Grand Lodge in London, with a 
view of facilitating matters. Thus satisfied that all had been done that 
could be done, Grand Lodge adjourned. Did its members know of 
the agencies at work to revolutionize the governing of the Craft in 
LTpper Canada ? The rejection of the motion for a convention, and 
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the non-receipt of communications from England, had its effect. The 
cloud of discontent had formed and was not to be chased away by a 
breath. A large section of the Craft were prepared for open rebel- 
lion, and determined at all hazards to have self-government and per- 
fect autonomy in Upper Canada. 

The minutes of the emergent meeting at Niagara Falls read: — 
At an especial meeting, hoiden at the Clifton House, Niagara Falls, on 
Thursday and Friday, the igth and 20th days of July, 1855. 

PRESENT : 

Right Worshipful Brother Thomas G. Ridout. Deputy Grand Master, on 
the Throne. 

VrW. Br. W. M. Wilson, as Grand Senior Warden. 

V. W. Br. George W. Whitehead. Grand Junior Warden. 

V. W. Br. the Rev. Fras. J. Lundy, Grand Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, Grand Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, Grand Secretary. 

W. Br. Charles Clark, Grand Senior Deacon. 

W- Br. W. B. Simpson, Grand Junior Deacon. 

Br. W. G. Storm, Grand Superintendent of Works. 

W. Br. W. M. Jamieson, as Grand Pursuivant. 

W. Br. Thomas John Burrell, Br. E. R. O'Brien, Grand Stewards. 
Br John Morrison, Grand Tyler, 

The Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of several lodges, and several 
visiting brethren. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 4 o'clock p.m. with solemn 
prayer. 

The By-Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

On motion, it was resolved — That that portion of the minutes of the 
last half-yearly communication relating to the convening of this special meeting 
be confirmed/' 

Brockville lodge, established in 181 7, was one of those which 
had always favored independence in Craft government. Probably 
the fact that the membership had some of the spirit of R. W. Bro, 
Z. M. Phillips still in their midst, may have accounted for their action, 
for 

W. Br. Simpson presented to the Grand Lodge a petition to the R. W. 
P. Grand Master from fhe ofificers and brethren of the Brockville Lodge, No. 
9, Brockville, similar in its nature to the one sent from this Grand Lodge to 
the Grand Lodge of England, and now before the M. W. Grand Master, when, 

" On motion, it was Resolved — * That the petition of the Master, Wardens 
and brethren of the Brockville Lodge be received.' " 

The succeeding motion was one that could scarcely be expected 
to carry in a Provincial Grand Lodge, and yet it was the only legiti- 
mate and proper procedure that could be taken for the formation of 
a sovereign body, 

'* It was duly moved and seconded — * That a meeting of delegates from 
all the lodges in the Province, under all jurisdictions, be invited to meet at an 
early day, to take the necessary steps for communicating with the Grand 
Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland, for the purpose of forming an Inde- 
pendent Grand Lodge.' 

" The motion, being put to the vote, was lost/' 

The air was full of resolutions, the Craft heart was agitated. The 
future looked unfavourable for the provincial body, and some strong 
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action must be taken. The provincial leaders saw what the result 
would be. They knew full well that an independent body would be 
at work before the members of the Provincial Grand Lodge were com- 
fortably at their respective homes after the meeting-, so 

The Grand Lodge re-assembled at 9 o'clock a.m. 

On motion, it was Resolved — * That the Provincial Grand Secretary 
do forthwith write to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Kngland, 
that it is the earnest and respectful desire of this Provincial Grand Lodge 
that an answer be returned to the prayer of the petition of this Provincial 
Grand Lodge, sent to the Grand Master on the ist December, 1853 — which 
answer, if returned forthwith, will tend to allay that intense excitement already 
too prevalent in this Provincial Grand Lodge — and that the Secretary do send 
a copy of this resolution to the Grand Secretary.' 

The Grand Lodge at London had paid so little attention to the 
letters and communications that the provincial body wsls determined 
to use more direct means by the aid of a personal representative, so 

On motion, it was Resolved — * That W. Br. R. H. Townsend, of Lon- 
don, be appointed the special agent of this Provincial Grand Lodge, and 
requested to use his best endeavours to obtain an answer to the petition of this 
Provincial Grand Lodge, and that he be invested with full powers to act in the 
matter/ " 

While Bro. Townsend would act as the special ag^ent of Grand 
Lodge in the matter of the petition, the provincial body desired to 
have a personal agent, one who was something^ more than a figure- 
head, so 

On motion, it was Resolved — * That the Provincial Grand Master be 
requested to appoint a working brother in London to act as the agent of this 
Provincial Grand Lodge in Kngland.' " 

The case of Bro. Barnes was. finally decided against that brother, 

for 

The committee appointed at the last half-yearly meeting of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge to consider the case of W, Br. S. W. Barnes, made their 
report, which was received. 

On motion, it was Resolved — ' That it is inexpedient to take any further 
action in the matter of the expulsion of Br. S. W. Barnes,' " 

Norfolk lod^e was the body from which V. W. Bro. W. Mercer 
Wilson hailed and in which the question of independence had been 
discussed at almost every meeting. Apprehensive that there might 
be a hitch in the Craft legislation, and that the work of .independence 
might be retarded, 

"Br. Henry Grouse, Senior Warden of Norfolk Lodge, Simcoe, gave 
notice — ' That if our petition for a Canadian Grand Lodge does not meet with 
a favourable reception at the Grand Lodge of England, Norfolk Lodge v^ill 
again bring the subject up to be disposed of in such a manner as may be 
deemed proper." 

On motion, it was Resolved — ' That the thanks of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge be tenderers to Br. John M. Leonard, for the very hberal present of 
six works on Masonry presented to this R. W. Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge was closed in form at half-past 12 o'clock p.m., with 
solemn prayer. 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 

" Grand Secretary." 
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CHAPTER LXXXVI. 

Proposal to Divide the Jurisdiction and Form a Grand Lodge 
FOR Canada East — A Proposition Favolrku hy the 
Provincial Grand Master, Sir A. N. MacNab. 

The year 1855 was fruitful in plans for the government of Ma- 
sonry in the Province of Upper Canada. The Provincial Grand 
Lodge had asked the aid of the mother Grand Lodge in an exten- 
sion of powers and practically an independent Grand Lodge. Some 
of the lodges of the Provincial obedience with the Irish lodges in the 
Province had in convention formed a new Grand Lodge, and the 
brethren of St. John's Lodge, 491, Kingston, had resolved to untie 
the Gordian knot, which seemed to keep the Craft in a state of dis- 
content, b}' a proposal to divide the jurisdiction into the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West, and form a new body to be known as 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada Kast. They claimed that 
the jurisdiction was too e:x:tensive ; that one governing body could 
not give the necessary care and watchfulness when the territory ex- 
tended from the Ottawa to the shores of Lake Huron; that the 
membership of the governing body would be unwieldy, and that to 
adopt the plan of Kngland in instituting Provincial Grand Lodges 
would be a satisfactory rendering and solution of all difficulties. The 
lodge also nominated R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, as the first Pro- 
vincial Grand Alaster. This appeal to the Craft had the sanction of 
Sir Allan MacNab, and wath this endorsation the following docun.e t 
was prepared and sent to all the lodges that it was claimed should 
become identified with this new body : 

HALL OF ST. JOHN'S LODGK, No. 491- 

Kingston, 22nd June, 1855. 

Worshipful Sir and Brother, — 

I am directed to call your attention and invite the co-operation of your 
lodge in a work of the utmost importance to our well-being as Masons. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge for Canada West has jurisdiction over the 
whole extent of the Province, from the mouth of the Ottav^ra to the shores 
of Lake Huron, and comprises within its limits 49 lodges, who have each a 
right, and are required to be represented in P. G. L. by their Masters and 
Wardens, making a total representation of 147, besides Past Masters, who 
would swell the number of members to 400 or 450 — but I would just ask you 
to consider how many actual members are present at an ordinary meeting 
of the P. G. L., who do not reside in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
place where it is held. I question much if there are over 10 or 12. This is 
perhaps not the fault of the P. G. L., neither can we justly find much cause to 
complain if its legislation is not altogether what we would wish to see it. 

The jurisdiction is too extensive — the governing body does not and cannot 
know the wants and necessities of individual lodges — cannot exercise that 
watchful care which, in a new country, with a shifting population, rapidly 
increasing, is much more needful than in an old established state of society 
which remains nearly the same for years. And if in England it is found ad- 
visable to have a P. G. M. and P. G. L. in every county, and sometimes with 
not more than 5 or 6 subordinate lodges, and those within perhaps 20 or 25 
miles of the P. G. M/s hail, how much more requisite is it in Canada West, 
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with 49 subordinate lodges, and some of them over 500 miles apart. We must 
at the very least suppose that in the former case the governing power is much 
more beneficially exercised and felt than in the latter. 

No doubt it is our duty as well as our privilege to cause our lodges to be 
represented in P. G. L., but how many of your lodge, for example, can afford 
to lose from 4 to 6 days' time and spend £10 or and then have only a 

few hours' conference with their brethren in session, and be called on to decide 
an important matter, of which they havfe no previous knowledge ? 

The P. G. M. has, to a certain extent, seen the evil of this, and attempted 
a remedy by calling his lodge at various places in the Province. This has 
been unsuccessful, just because those who attend the P. G. L. in the one part 
of the Province know but little of what is done or required in the other part, 
and consequently have either to leave all business in the hand of the few, or 
work in the dark, and what little good may be attempted at one meeting at 
one extremity of the Province, may be entirely counteracted by those who 
attend the next meeting at the other extremity, and all for want of a better 
knowledge of each other s ideas and requirements. 

Looking on all these things, and many others, which will suggest them- 
selves to any candid inquirer, we say the time has fully come to divide the 
jurisdiction of the P. G. L. It is too unwieldy, too bulky — and although it 
may have been fitted for a period not long since passed away, when the lodges 
were fewer than now, it is unfitted for the present. Twelve years since, the 
lodges at work only numbered 10, now they are 49, and ought to be more. 

We propose that the eastern portion of Canada West, from Trenton (in- 
clusive) should be separated from the present P. G. L. and a new P, G. M. 
appointed for that district by the G. M. of the U. G. L. of K. There are 
already 14 lodges in this division, and room for others. 

And there is not only room for more, but we are sorry to have it to say 
that there is also room for improvement in some of the lodges now working, 
and perhaps no more efficacious way could be devised than the project we 
are advocating, to promote good and healthy working. With only moderate 
ability in a private lodge, but with regular visits from Grand Lecturers and 
supervision by a governing body and regvrlar meeting with our brethren in 
P. G, L. we may expect a sound* healthy work, consistent in all its parts and 
uniform with neighboviring lodges. 

With these views, St. John's Lodge. No. 491 » has adopted and submits 
to your lodge the accompanying petition to the M. W. G. M., and earnestly 
entreats the co-operation of your lodge in what is so clearly for the good of 
the noble old Craft we delight to honour Will you lay the matter before 
the lodge at the earliest possible opportunity, and as there is no time to be 
lost, allow me to suggest the propriety of catling an emergent meeting to con- 
sider and decide on the subject, if your regular communication is not near 
at hand. 

The St. John's Lodge, in nominating the Right Worshipful Brother 
Thomas Douglas Harington as the first Provincial Grand Master, is influenced 
with the view that it is absolutely necessary for the organization and well- 
being of the new Grand Lodge, that we have an energetic and well tried 
Mason as its presiding officer; and further, that the said Brother being already 
a P. G. M.. the Grand Master of P. G. L. will make no objection to the nomi- 
nation. 

Should your lodge concur with St. John's, No. 491, and adopt the peti- 
tion, you will please have it signed and transmitted to me, without loss of 
time, that all may be sent together to the Grand Secretary. 

Tf we are unanimous, there need be no fear of failure in carrying out our 
objects, and I may also inform you that the R. W. P. G. M.. Sir A. N. Mac- 
Nab, has been consulted on the subject, and has no objection to see the juris- 
'^iction divided. 

I remain, dear Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally; 

E. H. Parker. 

Secretary. 
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The complication of Masonic affairs in the western section of the 
Province, however, prevented the well-intentioned dqsign of the 
Kingston brethren from being carried out, and as with many other 
well-laid schemes, it passed into the realm of oblivion, and was thus 
laid on the table forever. It is a matter worth noting that although 
the scheme had the approval of the Provincial Grand Master for Can- 
ada West, there is no record of the proposal in the minutes or pro- 
ceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge, held at Niagara Falls on 
the lOth and 20th of July, 1855, nor of the meeting held in Toronto 
on the 23rd of 'October of the same year, although St. John's. No. 491, 
was one of the lodges that held its allegiance to the Provincial Grand 
Lodge. 


CHAPTER LXXXVII. 
Thk English Mkmorial, September, 1855. 

The memorial of the Provincial Grand Eodge was duly received 
in England before the end of the year 1853. The neglect and want of 
care for Canadian Masonic interests by the M. W. the Grand Master 
of England, however, militated against the early consideration of the 
document, which had been handed him by his Grand Secretary in 
February, 1854. The quarterly meetings of the Grand Lodge of 
England passed along the year 1854 without the matter being dealt 
with by that august body, and eight months of the year 1855 elapsed 
before a committee of the Board of General Purposes could find time 
to discuss the prayer of the Canadian Craftsmen. 

The report of this special committee w^as as barren in w^ords as it 
was in results. It was the deliverance of men who had not the 
courage of their convictions, and who apparently were afraid to pass 
any opinion that would be a reflection on the neglect of the officials 
who were responsible for the delay. The report revealed the fact 
that the petition had been received in December, 1853, but not pre- 
sented to the M. W. the Grand Master until February, 1854, and that 
from that date down to September, 1855, had not even been acknow- 
ledged. 

The finding of the committee was a proof of its desire to avoid 
trouble. In the light of modern Craft ruling the idea of submitting 
in a representative body the expediency and propriety of rejecting 
or complying with the prayer thereof rests with the Grand Master/' 
is a definition of the powers of the ruler of the Craft that did not find 
endorsement on the American continent, and to-day in England would 
probably be relegated to the voice of Grand Lodge. The committee 
did venture to remind the Grand Secretarv that it was not proner to 
receive remittances, even if properlv entered on the books, without 
acknowledgment, and suggested more vigilance in the work of that 
officer. 

The report of the special committee is preceded by the letter of 
R. W. Bro. Ridout, which enclosed the petition: 
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" Report of the Special Committee of the United Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons in England. 

To the Board of General Purposes, 

** The Report of the Committee appointed by your Board to enquire into 
the Petition, Allegations and Statements made by or on behalf of certain 
Brethren of the Craft in the Province of Canada West. 

" The Committee proceeded upon the said enqviiry on Friday the 7th of 
September, instant, and having deemed it expedient to propound certain ques- 
tions in writing to be answered by the Grand Secretary or the Officers in the 
Grand Secretary's office relating to the matters in question, the Committee 
adjourned to Friday, the -21st of September, instant, when, after giving full 
consideration to the answers to such questions, and the statements made to 
the Committee by the Grand Secretary, the Committee find — 

That comunications had been made to the Grand Secretary from cer- 
tain Brethren in Canada West requesting (that with a view to save expense) 
the Warrants and Certificates should not be forwarded by post, but that they 
should be sent through Messrs. Bainbridge & Co., Merchants, of London, 
who would take charge of the Documents and forward them in parcels with 
other things, directed to Mr. Hugh Scobie, of Toronto. 

" That applications were several times made to Messrs. Bainbridge & Co. 
to ascertain when they would be sending out parcels in which such Warrants 
and Certificates could be included, and that on the last of such applications the 
Messenger was informed that Mr. Scobie was dead, and that therefore no 
further parcels could be forwarded addressed to him. 

That no communications were received in reference to such Warrants 
and Certificates, which had been regularly made out ready to be forwarded, 
and would have been sent had it been known to whom they were to be 
directed. 

That further enquiries were made as to the means of sending out the 
said documents, and ultimately it was ascertained that they could be forwarded 
to Mr. William O'Neil Holmes, through Messrs. Foster, Porter & Co., of 
Wood street, and that they were accordingly sent to him on the 14th of 
August, 1854. 

That the remittances referred to in the Petition were received in letters 
severally dated the 5th and 19th of March, 1853, and respectively received on 
the 22nd March and 4th April, 1853; and the Committee regret to add that 
no proof was adduced to them of such remittances having been acknowledged, 
and no satisfactory reason suggested for the omission. 

"That the Petition to the M. W. Grand Master from the said brethren 
in Canada West appears to have been received on the 19th of December, 1853, 
but in consequence of his absence from Town the same was not laid before 
him until the latter end of February, 1854. 

That no directions have been given on the subject of the said Petition, 
which remains unanswered to this time. 

'* That in regard to the prayer of the same Petition, asking that the Con- 
stitution of the United Grand Lodge of England should be altered in the way 
proposed by the said Petition — 

" The Committee humbly submit that the expediency and propriety of 
rejecting or complying with the prayer thereof rests with the M. W. G. 
Master. 

The Committee lament that the omissions to acknowledge the remit- 
tances should have occurred, although they appear to have been regularly 
entered in the Books, and earnestly recommend that more attention and 
vigilance be observed in the office of the Grand Secretary for the future. 

(Signed) G. Barrett.'' 

Sept. 25th, 1855." 
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CHAPTER LXXXVIII. 

The Minden Lodge, No. 63, Grand Registry of Ireland, in the 
Twentieth Regiment of Foot, 1748- 1850 — A Noted 
Military Lodge with a Canadian Record. 

The history of the lodg-es in Canada, warranted by the Grand 
Lodg-e of Ireland, is an important feature in Canadian Craft work. 
A subsequent chapter contains a summary of the action taken by 
the Irish lodges in the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada in 
1855. The individual histories of these lodges are given in this period, 
not only for the purpose of noting the events which concerned these 
lodges, but to keep the reader in line with the chronological sequence 
of the warrants and the continuous succession in the enumeration. 

The first lodge which more particularly^ merits attention is the 
Minden lodge, one of Irish origin, warranted in a regiment that stands 
high for valor in the annals of the British service. 

Military lodges were first established in 1732, when under the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland a warrant was granted to a lodge in the First 
Regiment of Foot, and four additional warrants were issued before 
the end of 1734, making up to that date five at work under the Irish 
jurisdiction. In 1743 the first militar}- or field warrant was issued 
by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and in 1755 a warrant was erected 
in the King's or Eighth Regiment of Foot b}^ the original or modern 
Grand Lodge of England, 

In America the first warrant of the kind was granted by the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts in 1738 to Abraham Savage, in a 
regiment which was engaged in the attack on Canada, and another 
in 1756 in an expedition against Crown Point. These warrants were 
general in character, and authorized the opening of new lodges. In 
1779 the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania granted a military warrant 
for a lodge termed a moveable lodge," and during the revolutionary 
war many such warrants were issued. 

Of the many military or field warrants stationed for a time in 
Canada, none was better known than that of " The Minden Lodge,'* 
No. 63, held in the 20th Regiment of Foot, on the registry of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland. This lodge was first established in 1748- 
and the name Minden " was added at a later date to the title of the 
lodge in consequence of the regiment having taken a distinguished 
part in the memorable engagement at Minden in August, 1759. The 
warrant was granted to Lord George Sackville, Col. Edward Corn- 
wallis and Capt. Milburne. Like many others on the Irish register 
the lodge had a Craft warrant with Royal Arch powers, and from 1748 
until 9th October, 1838, it conferred the Royal Arch degrees under 
this warrant, but in the latter year the Grand Chapter of Ireland 
granted a separate charter, and the Craft work was then entirely sepa- 
rate from the Capitular. 

The Twentieth, or the East Devonshire Regiment, bears on its 
regimental colour the word Minden," in commemoration of its 
services at the battle of Minden; the word Egmont-op-Zee/' m 
testimony of its conduct while serving with the army in Holland m 
37a 
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1799^ and of its bravery at the battles of Kgmont-oi>-Zee on the 2nd 
and 6th October, 1799; the word " Egypt with the Sphinx/' as a 
memorial of its services dviring- the campaign in Egypt in 1801 ; the 
word Maida/' illustrative of its gallantry in that battle on the 4th 
July, 1S06; and the words " Vimiera," " Corunna/' " Vittoria," 
Pyrenees/' Orthes/' Toulouse " and *' Peninsula/' commemora- 
tive of its meritorious services in the Peninsula from 1808 to 1814. 

The regiment was raised after the landing of the Prince of Orange 
in 1688, with Sir Robert Peyton as its first colonel. It served in Ire- 
land until 1692, and on the continent during the war of the Spanish 
succession in 170-2. In 1703 it was stationed in the West Indies, and 
in 1704-5 was quartered in Ireland. From 1707 it formed part of the 
allied army on the continent, and when Gibraltar was besieged in 
1727, the 30th had an opportunity of adding to its honors the proud 
distinction of a successful defence of Gibraltar. From 1728-41 the 
re3e:^iment was stationed in Ireland, and in the summer of 1743 it 
formed part of the force sent to Flanders. It fought at Dettingen in 
^743^ ^T^d returned to Britain in 1746, and took part in the victory 
at Culloden. 

In the warrant of King George IT, dated ist of July, 1751, for 
establishing uniformity in the clothing and colours of the several regi- 
ments of the regular army, the facings of the 20th Regiment were 
directed to be of pale yellow. The first, or the King's colour, to be 
the Great Union; the second, or the regimental colour, to be of pale 
yellow silk, with the union in the upper canton ; in the centre of the 
colours the number of the regiment in gold Roman characters, within 
a wreath of roses and thistles on the same stalk, surmounted by the 
Crown. The uniform of the regiment at this period was cocked hat 
bound with white lace; scarlet coat faced and turned up with yellow, 
and ornamented with white lace: scarlet waistcoat and breeches and 
white gaiters reaching above the knee. 

Between 1748-58 the regiment served in France, the Netherlands 
and in other places on the continent. The second battalion of the 
regiment was formed into a district regiment, numbered the 67th, in 
1758.^ Major James Wolfe, afterwards General Wolfe, joined the 
20th in January, 1749, and was promoted to the position of lieutenant- 
colone! in March, 1750, to succeed Hon. Edward Cornwallis, who was 
appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia. Wolfe was appointed 
colonel of the 67th on the 21st April, 1758. 

Governor Cornwallis established the first Craft lodge at Halifax. 
The first lodge in Nova Scotia was at Annapolis Royal, 1738-49, under 
brother Erasmus James Phillip. 

In 1758 the 2oth proceeded to Germany and joined the allied 
army in August, and passed the winter at Minden on the river Aa. 
It remained here until the spring of 1759. On the ist of August in 
that year the celebrated battle of Minden was fought at Todtenhausen, 
three miles to the north of Minden in Prussia, province of WestphaHa, 
between the allied English and German troops under the Duke of 
Brunswick, and the French forces. The British infantry of six regi- 
ments formed into two brigades. The first brigade comprised the 
I2tli, S3rd and 37th regiments, and the second brigade, the 20th, 25th 
and the 51st. The 20th was on the rio^ht of the line of the second 
brigade, and was commanded by Col. Kingsley. 
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The battalion suffered so great a loss that the following order was 
issued by Prince Ferdinand : 

" Minden, 2nd August, 1759. 
Kingsley's regiment (the 20th) of the British line, from its severe loss, 
will cease to do duty/* 

But the zeal which animated the survivors of the 20th regiment 
is shown in a general order issued two days later, which read : 

Minden, 4th August, 1759. 

" Kingsley's regiment, at his own request, will resume its portion of 
duty in the line." 

Regiments in the British army were at that period known by the 
names of their colonels, and from its brave work in this action the 
regiment acquired the appellation of Kingsley's Stand." During its 
service of three years in Germany the regiment lost twenty-eight 
officers, twenty-five sergeants and five hundred and thirty men. In 
February, 1763, the regiment returned to England- 
There is no record of the Masonic work of the lodge, No. 63, 
while on the continent, but after the victory at Minden the lodge 
adopted the name of Minden Lodge/' which it held until the close 
of its work. 

Early in the spring of 1776 the 20th regiment sailed from 
Ireland for the relief of Quebec. On the arrival of reinforcements the 
Americans raised the siege and made a precipitate retreat. In the 
spring of 1777 the regiment was selected to form part of an expedi- 
tion tmder Lieut.-General Burgoyne, designed to penetrate the re- 
volted provinces from Lake Champlain to Albany, and thus open a 
considerable extent of country to enable the royalists to declare their 
principles. The regiment returned to England in 1781, and in June, 
1789, again embarked tor Nova Scotia, and after landing at Halifax 
was stationed in North America. It was transferred from Nova Scotia 
in 1792 to the West Indies, and was afterwards stationed in St. Do- 
mingo. 

In a paper published in the " Transactions of the Lodge Ouatuor 
Coronati " of May, i8q2, Gould gives an excellent history of the 
regiment, wherein he states that 

''The British line at the battle of Minden was divided into tvvo brigades. 
Each of these consisted of three regiments, and the whole of the six bat- 
talions, with one possible exception, are known to have had lodges attached 
to them at the time," viz.: ist brigade, I2tli R., 5R fS), 1737: 23rd R., 63 (S), 
1751; 37th R., 52 (A), 1756. 2nd brigade, 20th R., 63 d), 1748; 2Sth R., 
92 (I), 1749; 51st R., 94 (A). 1761/' 

The oldest record of a nieetino^ of the lodge was when the regi- 
ment was at Malta in 1802. After this date it was stationed at various 
posts. After the continental war of 1815, the regiment was detailed 
to St. Helena, and stood gviard over Napoleon from 1819-21. 

In a brief history of Freemasonry in St. Helena, the famous 
Islet Prison " of Napoleon, published by Bro. John Mead, of Red- 
hill, Surrey, a statement is made in a preface by Hughan that 

The distinguished 'Minden* Lodge, No. 63, held in the 20th Regiment 
of Foot, was never opened at St. Helena, owing to the ' excessive hard duty of 
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all ranks/ Sergeant-Major H. Hollinsworth was then the W. M. The last 
meeting of the Lodge prior to its departure was held in Ireland — under whose 
jurisdiction it assembled — on 7th December, 1818, and the Regiment arrived 
in St. Helena early in the following year. This old Lodge, dating from 1748, 
again assembled for work soon after the arrival of the Regiment in India, 
1821-4.'' 

In the History of the Minden Lodge, No. 63, held in the 
XXth Regiment of Foot/' by Sergeant Major John Clarke, Kmgston, 
Canada West, 1849, that writer says : 

In. the month of March, 1819, the regiment embarked for St. Helena, 
and on its arrival took the immediate charge and duties over Napoleon. On 
the 13th April, 1821, it embarked for Bombay, and arrived there on the 4th 
June, and subsequently was removed to Cannanore, where, on the 19th August, 
1824, we find the lodge again resuming its labours after a lapse of nearly six 
years *' (p. 18), 

This break in the active proceedings of the lodge is then ex- 
plained in a letter, apparently written to the Grand Secretary of Ire- 
land by the W. M., dated loth October, 1824, from which the follow- 
ing is an extract : 

The political and peculiar state of the Island, during our station at St. 
Helena — the severity of duty, the want of building — all operated to prevent 
the best intentions on my part, to assemble for IVlasonic purposes." 

In a map and plans of St. Helena, published by an officer named 
Read about 181 5- 16, the site and outline of a building, coloured red 
in the map, with the words Masons' Lodge " are given. It was 
burned dow^n in Jul^^ 1831. Mead's History of Freemasonry in St. 
Helena says : 

From the foregoing it would appear that the historian of the Minden 
lodge, or rather the W. M. of 1824, was inaccurate in his statement that the 
brethren in the aoth Foot were debarred from meeting as Masons, owing to 
the want of a building which could be used for such a purpose. 

There is yet another entry in the history of the Minden lodge, which, 
although it has no connection with the island of St. Helena, may be briefly 
alluded to, as it is calculated to mislead the reader. On p. 7 will be found: 
* An evidence that the lodge has resumed its labours is afforded by the fol- 
lowing copy of Bye Laws, now in the Archives of the Lodge: — The foregoing 
26 resolutions are recommended by the Grand Lodge to all Warranted Lodges, 
as most useful and necessary at this time. 

Given under my hand this Sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-two, and ixi the year of Masonry, 
5772. 

(Signed) William Dickey, G.S." 
But it happens that the Minden was an Irish and not an English lodge, 
and Will iam Dickey was Grand Secretary of the schismatic or irregular Grand 
Lodge of Kngland, which carried on a rivalry with the original or regular 
Grand Lodge of England throughout the second half of the last century, 
and until the fusion of these two bodies in 1813. 

''The Schismatic Grand Lodge of England issued a 'common form' of 
Bye-Laws, which it recommended to the use of its subordinates. One of 
these forms, no doubt, was passed on by another army lodge, holding under 
the schismatics — which had always the larger number of English miUtary 
lodges under its banner — or some joining brother of the Minden may have 
b rought it with him from his former lodge." (R. F. Gould, " Ars Quatuor 
f ^ -onatorum/' p. iSgi.) 
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In April, 1847, the first battalion and reserve battalion proceeded 
to Bermuda, and on the 4th May, 1847, the regiment arrived in Nova 
Scotia, and remained at this station until the 8th September of the 
same year. Still, during this short interval, the brethren had several 
meetings. The regiment was then removed to Kingston, Canada 
West, where it arrived on the 25th of the same month. To commemo- 
rate the centenary of the lodge, as also the memory of the brethren, 
it was resolved at the meeting of the 28th July, 1848, that a medal be 
struck for each member of the lodge, showing the name of the 
Worshipful Master and wardens to whom the warrant was originally 
granted, also the present members. 

W. Bro. Capt. South, of the regiment, kindly undertook to de- 
vise and procure a suitable frame for the ancient warrant, showing the 
names as upon the medals. 

On the morning of the 27th December, 1848, the brethren of 
Kingston and its vicinity met to celebrate the anniversary of the 
festival of St. John. The Minden lodge also met for that and other 
purposes. It met to instal their W. M., W. Bro. South, P.M., v^ho 
had been again called to the chair. On being installed the W. M. 
said : 

It is a most gratifying- feeling to commence the duties of this interesting 
day by tendering to the Brethren my heartfeh thanks for the high mark of confi- 
dence they have shown towards me by unanimously placing me in this chair; to 
commemorate this the centenary of our warrant, I have on a former 
occasion stated that I consented to the nomination, because by the constitu- 
tion of Masonry, our retiring talented and experienced Master could no longer 
retain it. In succeeding him I have much to be thankful for — although in 
such a succession I come to the chair under many disadvantages — the disad- 
vantage and want of that Masonic knowledge which, under him, has made 
the working of this lodge instructive and interesting in the highest degree; 
I confidently rely on the cordial co-operation of the officers who have so 
kindly consented to remain in office, with me, and of the brethren in general." 

After the appointment of officers the lodge was closed until two 
o'clock in the afternoon, when it was again opened for the purpose of 
celebrating the centenar^^ of the warrant. 

" At half-past two the brethren formed in Masonic order, and were joined 
by the brethren of St. John's Lodge, No. 491, on the Registry of Kngland, 
and the Leinster Lodge, No. 283, on the Registry of Ireland, amounting in 
all to about 150. They proceeded, headed by the band of the regiment, to 
St. George's Church, when a very eloquent and appropriate sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Brent, who, although not a Mason, enlarged most 
copiously upon the qualities necessary in the character of those desirous of 
joining our order. 

Between the service and sermon, Bro. Oliver's anthem from the 133rd 
Psalm was sung by the band; Miss Oliver presided at the organ. 

" After Divine service the brethren proceeded to the Lodge Room of 
'The Minden/ on reaching which they opened ranks, each vieing with the 
other who should do most honor to our venerable warrant on its passing." 

The brethren subsequently adjourned until six o'clock in the 
evening-, when they sat dow^n in full Masonic costtune, about ninety in 
number, to a sumptuous entertainment provided at Mr. Bramford^s 
Hotel. After enjoying* the good things of this life (in which all the 
brethren participated), and the cloth being removed, the presiding 
officer W. Bro. Captain South gave the following- toasts: 
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The Queen and the Craft''; ''Grand Masters of England, 
Ireland and Scotland''; "'Provincial Grand Master of Canada"; 
'' Grand Masters of United States Lodges/' 

Brother Hunter, Past Master of Leinster lodge, who had been a 
resident of the United States, rose and said that he felt proud of the 
honor of replying to this toast, so enthusiastically responded to by 
them. Although not an American, he had received all his higher 
degrees of Alasonry in Hudson Chapter, No. 6, and La Fayette En- 
campment, No. 7, in the city of Hudson. It must, therefore, be 
presumed that he is not wanting in love or respect for his American 
brethren, from whom he had received the strongest proofs of their love 
and kindness. It may be truly said of them, that their hearts and 
hands are ever ready to acknowledge and assist a brother. It did his 
heart good to see his Canadian brethren receive this toast in such a 
spirit, and his only regret was t^at the brethren from Waterdown and 
Sackett's Harbor were not present to witness this right good feeling 
towards them. On the part of the Americans, with whom in heart lie 
was one, he thanked them. 

The chairman then gave The Masters, Officers and Brethren of 
our Sister Lodges/' 

The toast was responded to by W. Bro. Goodeve of St. John's 
lodge. He dilated eloquently upon the beneficial results which wovild 
accrue to the Craft from the present meeting, and concluded by return- 
ing thanks for the enthusiastic manner in which the toast was received. 

Bro. Chambers, W.M., responded on the part of Leinster lodge. 
He said that he trusted Leinster lodge would be worthy of the honor 
conferred, that they would always be ready and willing to assist in all 
undertakings to promote the interests of our glorious institution; 
that the peculiar instruments of Master Masons would be effectually 
used to cement the brethren together. He trusted the bow of Minden 
lodge might long abide in strength, and that it might shine brightef 
and brighter unto the perfect day. 

Brother Goodeve, W. M, of St. John's Lodge, then proposed the 
health of the W. ]\L, officers and brethren of the Minden lodge. In 
doing so he observed that he had but to mention their Minden 
Brethren " — the response to the toast would be a sufficient Qruarantee 
of the estimation in which they were held by their Civilian Brethren." 

W. M., Bro. Capt. South, in reply, said: 

"I have not words to express my grateful acknowledgments for the 
manner in which you have received the toast. But, my brethren of the Minden 
Lodge, you must not apply the kind greeting with which the toast was received 
exclusively to yourselves. It is more particularly due to those faithful Brethren 
who have passed away, and who, by the Masonic fidelity with which they 
protected this warrant, through scenes of danger and difficulty, have enabled 
as at this hour to celebrate the Centenary of tlint ancient authority under 
which we are this evening assembled. 

** I consider the centenary of a MiHtary Warrant more particularly in- 
teresting than that of a civil one, which reposes quietly in the archives^ of a 
resident Lodge; this precious relic has followed the fortunes of the regiment 
throuj^h every clime; thrice has it crossed the Atlantic to the shores of this 
important continent, and it has been the sanction under which men have been 
made Masons in Kurope, Asia, Africa and America, and has laid bare to their 
conception the beauties and excellences of our Order. It has been every- 
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where with the regiment, sharing in all its dangers, and having for a hundred 
years braved the battle and the breeze. It stands there unscathed, except by 
the hand of time, an interesting record of the Fidelity of Masons. May the 
Great Architect of the Universe still preserve this warrant to the regiment, 
and enable myself and future Masters of this lodge to devise in wisdom, build 
in strength and adorn with beauty the glorious fabric of Masonry." 

The chairman then proposed the toast of The Past Masters of 
St. John's, Leinster and Minden Lodges, who on this day have resign- 
ed the chairs of their respective lodges.'' 

W. Bro. James A. Henderson, past master of St. John's lodge, 
and in 1879-80 Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada, in re- 
turning thanks, said: — 

I thank you, and, as a Mason, frankly accept the fraternal warmth with 
which this toast has been received. The position I lately held as Master of 
the ' St. John's ' was indeed important, and as I then endeavoured to perform 
the duties of that high station, whether successfully or not, it is not for me to 
say, so, as immediate Past Master, I trust that my conduct may at all times 
be found true by the plumb line of rectitude. Believe me, as the Past Master 
of the * St. John's ' — the oldest lodge, I may say, in Canada West, I acknow- 
ledge this honor emanating from a still older lodge, * The Minden.' I hail 
this evening as auspicious in bringing under the immediate notice of the 
Masons of this city the fact that a lodge working almost without interrup- 
tion for one hundred years, despite many vicissitudes to which a military 
lodge must be subjected, and whose records show that during that period 
'The Minden,' adhering to the principles of the square and compasses, dif- 
fused in every quarter of the globe the genuine tenets of our noble institution. 
Brethren of St. John's, have we not here an evidence that Masonry is a n jble 
superstructure, raised on lasting foundation? Does not that time-honored v/ar- 
rant prove the sublimity of that truth, taught us as Fellow Crafts — ' That the 
lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and the devastation of war have 
laid waste and destroyed many valuable monuments of antiquity, on which the 
utmost exertions of human genius have been employed. Even the temple 
of Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and constructed by so many cele- 
brated artists, escaped not the unsparing ravages of barbarian force; Free- 
masonry, notwithstanding, has still survived.' 

To you, the oldest Masons — sires, I may term you, of St. John's lodge — 
I appeal — you who have in this city witnessed the time when the sable mantle 
of anti-Masonic excitement had shrouded our Order — on this evening can liear 
testimony to the truth of the assertion. Yes, brethren, they can. The spark 
so vainly endeavored to be stifled has burst forth into an ever living flame. 
From father to son in this city have our principles been carefully handed 
down, and our present senior warden occupies the same chair in the St. John*s 
which his deceased father, a working brother, honorably filled nearly forty 
years ago. May w^e never forget the bright example set by the Minden lodge, 
and though our centenary is far hence, yet may we so act in our generation 
as to be enabled to transmit a warrant as unblemished and honorable as that 
of the Minden. And from you, brethren of the Minden, may I hope that when 
called far hence in the service of our beloved Sovereign, you will, as rolling 
time brings round the festival of our patron saint, kindly remember the ofiicers 
and brethren of St. John's lodge. No. 491, Kingston." 

At half-past ten the brethren retired, delighted with the day's pro- 
ceedings, and it may be truly said that a day was never more tisefiilly 
spent by the Craft. 

This lodge became dormant in 1850, when the regiment left 
Kingston. In i860 a lodge, No. 263, named Sphinx" was warranted 
by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in the 20th regiment. 
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CHAPTKR LXXXIX. 

St. John's Lodge, No. 159, Grand Lodge of Ireland, Hawkes- 
BURY Village, Township of West Hawkesbury, and 
L'Orignal and Vankleek Hill, County of Prescott, 
1844-88. 

While lodge No. 159, at L'Orig-nal, may not be, even if warranted 
in 1844, the first lodge of Irish origin in Upper Canada, yet it was 
one of the early warrants, and, as a lodge, did rnore than an average 
amount of work in that part of the country. The counties of Prescott 
and Russell formed the old Ottawa district. Two of the townships of 
Prescott are L'Orignal and West Hawkesbury, and in both of these 
were Masonic organizations from 1844 until 1888. 

In the east of the township of Longueuil, on the bank of the 
Ottawa is L'Orignal, the county town of the united counties, and in 
this place was located the warrant of No. 159, I- R. 

Six miles from L'Orignal is Hawkesbury village, situated in the 
township of West Hawkesbury, to which place the lodge was at one 
time moved, and a drive of six miles in the same township brings one 
to Vankleek Hill, another, and the last place to which this well-known 
Irish warrant was moved prior to its surrender. 

The lodge known as No. 159 was warranted to meet at Hawkesbury, 
in the township of West Hawkesbury, on the 15th March, 1844, the 
first W. M. being Bro. William Robertson. Its meetings were held 
in Ouimet's hotel. The lodge worked from 1844 until 1859, was re- 
moved to Vankleek Hill, in the same township, and met in Hiram 
Johnston's until the year 1870, when a removal was made to the house 
of R. W. Lendrum in the same place, where a few meetings were held. 
There are no records of these meetings extant. The brethren of to- 
day state that Bro. Thomas Mears, one of the early settlers, and Bro. 
Millar, of Hawkesbury village, were interested in lodge work, and that 
Bro. Samuel Curran, of Hawkesbury West; Hiram Johnston and Silas 
Grant of Vankleek Hill; Angus Urquhart, formerly of Hawkesbury 
Mills, now of Trenton, Ontario: Robert I lamilton, of L'Orignal, and 
William Robinson, father of Hiram Robinson, at Ottawa, were all 
members of the lodge. Bro. Chancey Johnson, a farmer, uncle of Bro. 
E. A. Johnson, who lived in the township of L'Orignal, was also an 
active worker. Bro. Eden Abbott Johnson was the first white child 
born in the county of Prescott. 

Masonry must have been in good condition in the county of Pres- 
cott from 1844-50, for frequently in the MSS. are given the names of 
those connected with the lodge. No. 159, I. R. 

In 1850 an old record shows that the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
issued a Templar warrant to Bros. Andrew McReady, William Hamil- 
ton, Sr., and Robert Hamilton, and that this warrant was attached to 
a Royal Arch Chapter in connection with lodge No. 159. The Temp- 
lar warrant states that it is " to be attached to lodge and chapter 
No. 159.- 

The lodge worked with fair regularity from its foundation. 

On the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada in 1855 the 
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lodge sent three representatives to the convention at Hamilton, but 
the delegates did not join in the movement, although the lodge is 
entered in the minutes of the convention as having been represented. 
It was not represented at the first annual communication of the 
Grand Lodge at Hamilton in July, 1856. It maintained its isolated 
position through the period of the formation of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, the dissolution of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 1845-58, and 
the union of the Grand Lodge of Canada and the x^ncient Grand 
Lodge, the latter being the old Provincial Grand Lodge of 1845-58. 

In July, 1870, v^ith the consent of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the 
lodge was removed to the village of L'Orignal, and met in the house 
of Mr. T. O. Steele, temporarily, while nermanent rooms were being 
fitted up. On the ist November, 1870, the lodge was removed from 
Mr. Steele's to a room over the stone store of Mr. F. F, McAvoy. It 
continued to meet here until 1873, when a new lodge room was erected 
on Court street. The lodge continued to work in L'Orignal until 
1886, when by resolution it was removed again to Vankleek Hill, where 
it continued to work until 1889. 

There are no references to the lodere or its work in the i:iroceed- 
ings of either the third Provincial Grand Lodge or of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada tmtil 187:2, when R. W. Bro. E. C. Barber, the D. D. G. M, 
of the Ottawa district, called the attention of Grand Lodge at its 
annual meeting in Hamilton to the fact that lodge, No. 159, registiy 
of Ireland, at Vankleek Hill, had " for years past acted in a most 
irregular manner/' and that though the fact had been presented to 
the present Grand Lodge in the strongest terms and redress sought, 
none had yet been gi anted. 

In fact, no acknowledgment of the receipt of our communication has 
been made, but on the contrary, the erring lodge has been allowed to pursue 
its course, and has even obtained the sanction of their Grand Lodge to their 
removal to the town of L'Orignal." 

The D. D. G. M. thought Grand Lodge should take such action 
as would ameliorate the existing state of things, as the well-being 
of the lodges at Plantagenet and Hawkesbury depended upon the 
proper remedy being applied. 

Although the D. D. G. M. in his report, refers to previous action 
either on the part of the lodges at Plantagenet and Hawkesbury or on 
the part of the Grand Lodge, no reference as previously stated is found 
in the printed proceedings of the Grand Lodge prior to 1872. 

Apparently no action was taken, for in 1873 the D. I). G. M. of 
the Ottawa district again referred to the most vmsatisfactory state of 
the relations between St. John's lodge, I.R., and L'Orignal (formerly 
of V. H.), and the Plantagenet and Hawkesbury lodges cf the Grand 
Lodge o'f Canada/' 

The strain between the lodges evidently became acute early in the 
year, for the D. D. G. M., in his report of 1873, says: 

In March I issued an edict among the lodges under my jurisdiction to 
refuse admission to brethren hailing from St. John's lodge, until the matter 
had been settled by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, as years had passed, and 
that Grand Lodge had treated our most earnest remonstrances with cool in- 
difference; but the M. W. the Grand Master, having been written to by some 
one at Vankleek Hill, has seen fit summarily to revoke the order issued by 
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me, and then to leave the matter in a worse condition than before. But as 
this question will be brought before Grand Lodge in a definite shape during 
the next session, I shall leave the matter to be more fully explained there.'* 

It is needless to say that the action of the D. D. G.--M. in issuing 
an edict of non-intercourse w^as in excess of his powers. 

The report of the Board of General Purposes at Montreal in 1873, 
shows that prior to the meeting of Grand Lodge a complaint had been 
laid by Plantagenet lodge. No. 186, against St. John's lodge, No. 159, 
I.R., charging the latter with not acting in accordance with the rules 
governing Masonic lodges in this country. The charge is not defi- 
nitely stated, but it appears that it was just. R. W. Bro. Kivas Ttilly, 
who represented the Grand Lodge of Ireland at Canada, stated that a 
reply had been forwarded by that Grand Lodge, throttgh R. W. Bro. 
James V. Mackey, though he (Bro. Tully) had not received the reply. 
The Board, therefore, directed the Grand Secretary to write to the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, through its representative, asking to be 
furnished with a copy of their decision in the matter. 

There is no further record of any action in regard to this com- 
plaint, but it was satisfactorily settled, for in 1874 the D. D. G. M. of 
the Ottawa district said in his report to the Grand Lodge that 

the only lodge in Ontario hailing from a foreign Grand Lodge is about to 
come into this Grand Lodge; and that the long-standing differences which 
have existed between the Lodge at L^Orignal under the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, and Hawkesbury and Plantagenet Lodges under this Grand Lodge, 
are about to be settled amicably for all the parties concerned. Having, at 
the request of the G. M., visited these Lodges, I managed to obtain the fol- 
lowing mutual agreement: 'The Lodges at Hawkesbury and L'Orignal to 
sixrrender their warrants to their respective Grand Lodges; then this Grand 
Lodge to grant a warrant to the United Lodge; the place of holding the 
Lodge to be decided by a committee of equal numbers chosen from each 
Lodge or by Grand Lodge/ I am sure that this will be received with that 
satisfaction it deserves, and that the Grand Lodge will have no hesitation in 
complying with the terms of the agreement, which I would strongly recom- 
mend to be done." 

This anticipated viiiion and settlement of the entire difficulty did 
not take place. In the meantime the Grand Lodge of Ireland had 
allowed the St. John's lod^^e, No. 159, to change its meeting-place 
from Vankleek Hill to L'Orignal, and matters went on without the 
friction being allayed. In 1884 R. W. Bro. Rea, D.D.G.M., in his re- 
port on the condition of Masonry in the Ottawa district referred again 
to the state of the Craft in L'Orignal thus: — 

The only lodge in Ontario working under a foreign jurisdiction still 
exists in this district. It will be seen on reference to Grand Lodge proceed- 
ings that efforts were made, and nearly completed in 1874, for an amalgama- 
tion of Hawkesbury Lodge, No. 210, G.R.C, and St, John's Lodge, No. 150, 
G. R.L, meeting at L'Orignal. Such an amalgamation is no doubt very de- 
sirable, as at the present time Hawkesbury Lodge does not appear to be in a 
flourishing condition. It might be advisable during the ensuing year to ascer- 
tain if an harmonious union of the above-named lodges might not he effected " 

Bro. Rea then quotes from the report of 1874, givinjc;' the agree- 
ment between the tvjo lodges. The Board of General Purposes, in 
its report of this year refers to Bro. Rea's report, and the language 
used shows' that infringement of jurisdiction was the trouble between 
the lodges at L'OrignaL The report of the Board states : 
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" The continued infringement of jurisdiction by lodges should be avoided. 
The speci^il attention of \V. M.'s shovild be directed to the fact that such ac- 
tions are absolutely illegal and cannot be permitted. Your Committee would 
respectfully • suggest that some heavier penalty than merely paying over an 
initiation fee be inflicted on the W. M/s, who, in the most flagrant manner 
encroach on territory not their own. The union of lodges is in many places 
desirable, and your Committee are pleased to see that in Huron district the 
suggestion in the report of last year is carried out, viz., the union of Goderich, 
No. 33, and Maitland, No. 112, A most desirable amalgamation would be 
that of Hawkesbury, No. 210, G.R.C., and St. John's, No. 159, Grand Registry 
of Ireland, both meeting at L'Orignal. The D. D. G. M. of Ottawa highly 
favors the consolidation, and as this was nearly brought about some years 
ago, a slight effort made at this juncture would no doubt accomplish the de- 
sired result." 

No further action was taken in 1884 or 1885, and there is no re- 
ference to the troubles between these lodges in these years. 

In 1887 the D. D. G. M. of the Ottawa district at the annual com- 
munication at Brockville referred to the fact that lodge No. 210, at 
Hawkesbury, had not made any return since 1885, and that its in- 
activity had been reported by its predecessor, and, as Hawkesbury 
was close to L'Orignal, he thoujg^lit some efifort ought to be made 
to get the latter to come under our register, when a flourishing lodge 
could be made out of the material in both villages.'' This closed 
the matter in 1887. 

In 1888 R. W. Bro. David Taylor, a painstaking and careful 
officer, as D. D. G. M. of Ottawa district, entered upon his duties 
w4th a determination to bring peace and harmony to the Masons of 
L'Orignal and its neighborhood. By the exercise of considerable tact 
he convinced a few of the leading members of No. 150 that it would be 
not only in their own interests, but in those of all concerned to cast 
in their lot with the brethren of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and in his 
report states : 

' Some years ago negotiations were entered into with St. John's lodge, 
No. 159, Irish Register, meeting at L'Orignal, to surrender its Irish warrant 
and accept a warrant from the Grand Lodge of Canada. The L'Orignal 
lodge, I believe, is the only one working in the Province of Ontario under 
a foreign jurisdiction. For a while everything promised success, but eventu- 
ally a hitch arose, negotiations were broken ofT, and have been practically 
suspended for five or six years. This year however, circumstances aorain 
appeared favourable for a resumption of the negotiations, and accordingly I 
entered into communication with the brethren of St. John*s lodge at L'Orig- 
nal, with a view to the surrender of their Irish warrant, and enrolment under 
the banner of the Grand Lodge of Canada. Matters so far prospered that on 
November 25th, a resolution was passed by the lodge affirming the desire of 
the members to be on the registry of the Grand Lodge- of Canada. It was 
also decided to change the place of meeting from L'Origna! to Vankleek Hill, 
and on January loth I visited the latter place and installed tlie officers. The 
negotiations for the surrender of the Irish warrant are just now at a stand- 
still, everything depending upon the action of Grand Lodge The brethren 
of St. John's lodge, I think rightly, object to their being assigned a number 
on the Canadian register following that of the last warranted lodge. They 
think a number should be given them more in accordance with their age. 
The Grand Master has promised to recommend that such number shall be 
the nearest vacant number on the Grand Lodge of Canada's list of lodges, 
corresponding with the date of the original warrant from the Grand Lodge of 
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Ireland, March 15th, 1844, and if this recommendation be carried out, I think 
it will be acceptable to the brethren at Vankleek Hill." 

The work of the D. D. G. M. had been so well done that three 
months before the meeting* of Grand Lodge at Toronto in 1888, the 
members of No. 159 had petitioned the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada " to exchange their warrant from the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland for a new warrant to work in future under the Grand Lodge 
of Canada/' The petition made it a condition that the Irish lodge 
should receive as its number on the registry of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, No. 8, No. 8a, or 7a, as the members felt that they should re- 
ceive the number to which they v/ould have been entitled if they had 
entered with King Solomon's and other Irish lodges in 1855. 

The Grand Master, M. W. Bro. Henry Robertson, in his address 
to Grand Lodge, stated that he had granted the prayer of the peti- 
tion, as far as he had power to do, but that the number must be deter- 
mined by Grand Lodge. In the meantime he had ordered the Grand 
Secretary to issue a warrant, engrossed upon parchment, in the form 
heretofore used and given to other lodges which had afftliated with 
the Grand Lodge of Canada. He asked that the issue of this warrant 
should be confirmed by Grand Lodge, that the officers and past 
officers of the lodge should retain their rank on being registered in 
the books of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and that the number to 
be assigned to the lodge be the nearest vacant number on the list of 
lodges to correspond with the date of their original warrant from 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, being 14th March, 1844. The Grand 
Master also referred to the fact that this was the only remaining for- 
eign lodge in the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, and that it had 
afiforded him much satisfaction to make the announcement, adding 
that much credit was due to R. W. Bro. Taylor, who was continued 
in the office of D. D. G. M., for his valued exertions in bringing this 
matter to so successful a conclusion. 

In 1889, R. W. Bro. Tajdor brought the negotiations to a close, 
and in his annual report expressed his pleasure that the matter had 
been so pleasurably settled, and that the number of St. John's lodge 
was now 21a. 

It was not until December of 1888 that the union was brought 
about, and the i8th of that month will ever be remembered by those 
who took part in this interesting ceremony. It was one of the 
coldest days of our Canadian winter, a day which one would scarcely 
have selected for a journey of sixty miles, the more especially as that 
journey was to be varied by a ride by rail and by road. On this 
occasion R. W. Bro. David Taylor, with R. W. Bros. William Rea, 
W. H. Garrioch, D. D. G. M. for the Ottawa district of the Grand 
Lodge of Quebec; Dr. Church, William Reynolds and Henry Miller, 
determined to carry out the commission which had been assigned to 
Bro. Taylor by Grand Lodge. The party went by Calumet on the 
C. P. Railway, and from that point crossed on the ice over 
the Ottawa river to Vankleek HilL When they reached the river 
late in the afternoon they found that the chances of a safe crossing 
were not favorable, ^^o driver could be foimd to venture across, and 
residents claimed that certain death awaited anyone who ventured 
over the ice that night. Water covered the ice, and this made the 
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location of the air-holes impossible, so that no one who valued his life 
would venture. Bro. Taylor, however, determined to cross the river 
at all hazards. The Ottawa party carried with them the heavily- 
framed warrant of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and were ready to 
take turns in carrying it across the river. 

The French habitants, who were to accompany the party, were 
on hand, but while they were willing to guide the party across, they 
e3^ed with suspicion the large parcel, which was covered with many 
thicknesses of paper and a linen wrapper, and, for some reason, they 
all declined to carry it. One of the party, however, incidentally said 
to a habitant who was standing near *^ le bonne image,'' alluding 
of course, to the picture which is reverenced by all good Catholics. 
The sentence had scarcely been uttered when one and all were eager 
to have the honor of carrying the parcel. The Frenchmen led the 
way, and, tramping over the ice and through the water, the six Crafts- 
men, with their habitant guides, safely reached the other side of the 
river. The Frenchmen in charge of the warrant handled it with the 
greatest of care, took it to the sleigh which was in waiting, and 
accepted their pay with many thanks. The party drove to the lodge 
room where the brethren were in waiting, and on that night the union 
was consummated. 

This brings the history of the lodge down to the period of its 
connection with the Grand Lodge of Canada. 


CHAPTER XC. 

St. John's Lodgk, No. 209, Grand Registry of Ireland, London, 
Township of London, County of Middlesex. 

In the midsummer of 1841 a number of brethren residing in 
London, Canada West, desired to meet in lodge as Masons, and there 
being no duly constituted authority in the province, for the Provincial 
Grand Lodge was dormant, resolved to petition the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland for authority to open a lodge. 

The petition, being duly forwarded to Ireland, a warrant was 
issued, dated 4th October, 1841. As this warrant, however, did not 
reach Canada in reasonable time, application was made to Bro. Dillon, 
of Toronto, the D. D. G. M. of Ireland in Canada West, and that 
officer issued a dispensation, dated nth January, 1842, through the 
W. M. of lodge No. 8, then working in London, authorizing those 
connected with the proposed lodge to meet for the purposes of organ- 
ization. This dispensation read : 

London, Province of Canada, 

iith Day of January, 1842. 

" DISPENSATION : 

"Agreeably to a letter received from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, dated* 
4th day Oct., 1841, acquainting us that a v^arrant has been transmitted from 
the said Lod^^e to form a nev^ Lodge in London, U.C., you are therefore 
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directed to form yourselves into a body for the purpose of instructing your- 
selves in Masonry previous to receiving the warrant. 

" You are clearly to understand that you are installed under your w^arrant, 
209, that you are not to craft or raise anyone to the degree of a Master Mason. 

I remain, yours respectfully, 

Alex. Barber, W. M., Lodge No. 83. 

James Bull, Sect, to 83." 

To Samuel Peters, W. M., 209." 

This dispensation was clearly for the purpose of instituting the 
lodge, for it explicitly provided that the lodge had only power to 
initiate, not to pass or raise. 

No. 83 was a lodge working under a field warrant in the 83rd 
regiment of foot, issued by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 
1808, and exchanged for No. 83, 1817; last register 1846'' (Gould, 
Vol. III. p. 403). 

The lirst regular niinvites of the lodge are dated ist October, 1842, 
but before this date the lodge had met, probably immediately after 
the issue of the dispensation, and had passed three resolutions, one 
appointing a committee to examine, value and make an inventory of 
the jewels purchased for No. 209, and to provide for the safe keei>ing 
of these and the fvirniture of the lodge. A second resolution ap- 
pointed the second Tuesday in each month for the regular meeting 
of the lodge, and a third invited the Craft to meet at Bro. Balkwill's 
inn on the second Tuesday in September in 1842, when business of 
importance to the Craft will be brought up before them." 

The brethren, in the meantime, were anxious for their warrant, 
which it was understood had been forwarded from Ireland, and it not 
having arrived, Bro. James Farley, secretary of St. John's lodge, No. 
2og, wrote to the Deputy Grand Secretary of Ireland, enquiring why 
the warrant, issued on 4th October, had not been forwarded. 

This letter was posted probably on the 20th Atigust, and in ordin- 
ary course would have reached Ireland about 5th September, for th? 
Cunard line, which carried the mails, had been formed in the previous 
year, and its steamers were making passages of ten and twelve days, 
which at that period were considered " record trips." 

However, before the Deputy Grand Secretary of Ireland had time 
to reply, a letter was received from W. Bro. Thomas TDillon, a P. M. 
and Deputy of Ireland in Upper Canada, then residing in Toronto. 
He informed tht lodge that the warrant for No. 20Q, had arrived with 
a book of constitution, the rules and regulations for the government 
of subordinate lodges imder Ireland, and that all these documents 
would be forwarded as soon as possible.'' He also stated that he 
had been instructed to instal the officers, but on account of the dis- 
tance he would have to appoint a proxv in the person of Bro. Geo. 
Smith of lodge No. 396. The letter read : 

^' Toronto, 5tli September, 1842. 
" Sir & Brother, — I have received the warrant 209, so long looked for, 
with the new hook of constitution, in which yon will find instructions 
necessary. I will forward the warrant as soon as possible, together with the 
book of constitution, sheet of accounts, etc, of the different lodges, and one 
large sheet of rules and regulations for the government of the Most Ancient 
and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons, which last named sheet 
you will be pleased to paste on a board to be himg up in some conspicuous 
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place and part of the Lodge room. You will be pleased to meet and read 
over the sheet alluded to previous to going to work, and if any casualty has 
occurred by death or any other cause of any Brother holding oHice, you will 
elect or appoint another as the case may be. Your office as Master you will 
hold from the -27th Deer., ensuing, and all other officers the same. Brother 
Peters, be ver3^ careful that you do not allow your lodge to assemble except 
you are present or a Past Master. See page 50, Article 7, of the new consti- 
tution. It runs thus : In the absence of the Master or a Master of a particular 
Lodge, the Past Master may fill the chair, but if none should be present the 
Lodge cannot be opened until such an officer is procured. A ^Master who 
received the honorary mark of passing the chair (Master Masonic Mark 
Lodge, No. -^09. London), is not a Past Master. He must be the person 
who filled the chair a regular term. I have received another letter directing 
me to instal you in office. In consequence of the distance I am from you, 
I expect you will accept my Proxy, should I be successful in procuring one. 
I am requested on this occasion to represent the Deputy Grand Master by 
installing you in ofiice by the said authority vested in me. I authorize and 
request Br. Geo. Smith, of 396, to represent the Deputy Grand Master in 
form only, that is to say, when the Grand Master is present and performs 
this duty it is ample form, his deputy, due form, any other deputed, form only. 

Further, you must be installed from the constitution which will ac- 
company your warrant. I would thank you to write by return mail and let me 
know if Brother Smith will perform the above duty, that I may know how to 
act if he should not, which I am convinced the contrary. You are authorized 
to form your Lodge, when your Past Master will read your charge to you, 
and on your assent he will deliver your jewel to you, when you will install 
the remainder of your officers. There are four certificates to accompany the 
warrant; your own, Bro. Joice, Bro. Code & Bro. Finley's. You will be 
careful to order your secretary to enter all communications from this forth 
in a letter book. Sir & Brother, you will acquaint Brothers Farley & O'Neil 
that they are registered in the Grand Lodge books. You will have their 
certificates, I expect, before the navigation is closed. Hoping to hear from 
you, I remain, 

" Fraternally yours, etc., 

'*T. Dillon, 

P. M. & Deputy in their transaction to the G. L. of Ireland." 
Bro. Farley, the secretary, wrote a repl}^ to this letter as follows : 

London, Canada. 12th September, 1842. 

Worshipful Past Master, Thos. Dillon, and Deputy G. M. for installing 
St. John's Lodge. No. 209. 
"Worshipful Sir & Brother: I am directed by the Worshipful Master 
of St. John's Lodge, No. 209, to acknowledge the receipt of your very gratify- 
ing and truly fraternal letter of the Sth inst. ; at the same time to assure you 
he lost no time on calHno on Brother Smith, of lodge 396, in order to make 
known your request. He says he will, if better cannot be done, accede to your 
request, but feels a very great delicacy in so doing; he is afraid it may cause 
some jealousy. I am ordered to assure you, dear Brother, that not anything 
would give the members and office bearers of this lodge more pleasure than 
to be installed by yourself personally, and to receive from your hands the 
warrant, which you, sir, have been instrumental in obtaining. 

I am further authorized to state that the Brothers of this lodge will 
pay all your expenses and feel themselves under a lasting obligation to you." 

W. Bro. Dillon evidently felt flattered by this fraternal letter, for 
he replied that he himself would convey the warrant to London, and 
fixed the 2nd October as the date for the constitution of the lodge. 
38a 
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He also requested that the W. M. should have any candidates for the 
third degree in waiting, so that they might receive it upon the oc- 
casion. 

The lodge was accordingly summoned for October ist, 1842, and 
it was resolved that the lodge would pay all the expenses Bro. Dillon 
may incur from his leaving Toronto to his return thereto." There 
were ten brethren present at this meeting. 

On the 3rd October, 1842, the lodge was called at Bro. Balkwiirs, 
opposite the Market Square, for the purpose of installation. Twenty- 
five members were present, the ceremony of installation being gone 
through slowly and solemnly by Bro. Thos. Dillon. The minutes 
are duly certified to by " T. Dillon, D.G-M./' the installing officer. 


At this meeting four gentlemen, Messrs Thomas Kerr, Jno. H. 
L. Askin, Thos. Fraser and John Balkwill were proposed, balloted 
for, accepted and initiated, for which each paid the sum of one pound 
ten shillings. This meeting of the lodge was honored with the pre- 
sence of a number of members of regimental lodge. No. 83, and also 
a deputation from another military lodge. No. 396, both warrants 
working in London at the time. 

The second meeting was held on 5th October, 1842, when Messrs. 
Thomas Worthington and George H. Hackstaff were initiated. After 
the initiation a past masters* lodge was opened, and Bro. James Mc- 
Fadden, Wm, Bull, sr., and James Farley were made P. M/s. As 
the lodge at this meeting was kindly honored by the esteemed ser- 
vices of Brother Thomas Dillon, of lodge No. 83," it is to be pre- 
sumed that he conferred the degree. 

The third meeting convened on the nth October, 1842, with 
fourteen present. Three candidates were balloted for and one was 
initiated. 

The code of etiquette for the government of a Craft lodge in 
early days affords in part an example of the determination of the 
brethren that all that had to be done should be disposed of in due 
and proper form. Even the treasurer rendered himself liable to dis- 
cipline, for he was fined sixpence for having left the lodge in an im- 
proper manner, without the Worshipful Master^s leave." 

An emergent meeting on the 13th October, 1842, and the regular 
meetings of 8th November and 13th December were occupied by 
routine work. The meeting of 8th November was opened in order 
to pursue the business of the evening, and accordingly the by-laws 
of the lodge were read and passed by unanimous vote of the lodge. 
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Twenty-four members were present, while at the succeeding meeting 
on 13th December, thirty members were present, and the H. A. and 
F. C. degrees were worked. 

An emergency was held on the i6th December, at which three 
brethren were raised, and at another emergency on the 21st Decem- 
ber, Bros. Askin, Gordon and Stephen were raised. On the 27th 
December, 1842, the lodge met to celebrate the festival and elect 
officers. Bro. S, Peters was re-elected W. M», and 

It was unanimously agreed that all the officers and Brethren shall be 
in their places not later than five or fifteen minutes after the time appointed; 
the office bearers within five minutes and the Brethren fifteen. This in order 
to the timely opening and working of the lodge, under a penalty at the discre- 
tion of the lodge/' 

In passing this resolution the members of the lodge intended that 
the punishment should not only be sure but sv^ift, for the new law 
went into operation at once, as will be seen by a list of fines imposed 


and paid : 

Bro. Nor^^al, for being* 2 minutes late 6d- 

Gunn, for being 1 1 minutes late 6d. 

" Farley & Baker, 6d. each i/o. 

Askin and Norval for being 20 minutes late. 1/0. 
" Gunn, for addressing the master disre- 
spectfully 2d. 

Gunn, for further disrespect 2d. 

Till, for absence 6d- 

Caverly, for going out of lodge and not 

leaving a substitute 2d. 

Abernethy and Coombs paid id. each to 
orphan box for interrupting lodge by 
unnecessary talking • . 2d. 


4/2d. 

The lodge paid 7/6d. per night for fire, light and use of the room 
in Bro. Balkwill's. 

The members of lodge No. 396 believed in fraternal communion, 
and sent a deputation of brethren to visit 209, which was reciprocated 
by a committee of 2og being selected to return the compliment. At 
the meeting of loth January, 1843, twenty-seven members were pre- 
sent, when the application of one candidate was received, and another 
Mr. W. J. Geary, who had been " tested by ballot," was initiated 
by Bro. George Smith, of No, 396, " with the usual salutary and im- 
pressive injunctions.'' The jewels used by the lodge were those 
formerly in the possession of Mount Moriah lodge, which had becorne 
dormant, and a receipt for these jewels was given to a Bro, O'Neil, 
who had custody of the same. The meeting closed with a resolution 
ordering Bro. Till to make proper design for Master's chair/* 

At the meeting of the 14th February, 1843, it was decided to 
obtain for the lodge a warrant to open a Royal Arch chapter. Bro. 
Farley, the secretary, was fined 6d. for absence at the opening of the 
lodge. 

The brethren were anxious for a lodge room in a building more 
suitable for the work, and after 
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Consideration and discussion having taken place on the necessity of 
the Brethren of the lodge exerting themselves in order to obtain a fit and 
proper place for the meetings, it was favorably received, whereupon Brother 
Cornish kindly proffered to deed to the lodge in all time coming, to be used 
as the property for the purpose of building a lodge room, etc., a space of 
ground on that lot upon which he then resided, of forty feet in length, by Oo 
feet in breadth, which afiFectionate of¥er was received by the lodge with be- 
coming expressions of their sense of gratitude/' 

This gift for some reason never materialized, for it is not referred 
to in the minutes of any subsequent meeting- of the lodge. 

At the regular meeting of 14th March, 1843, i'«»ntine business 
was transacted, and it was resolved, 

" that three elevators be obtained in place of chairs, such as had been 
contemplated, one for the Master, the Snr. and Jr. Wardens." 

The three elevators " probably meant three raised x^^^-tforms, 
so that the ordinary chair used in the lodge, being raised above the 
level of the rank and file, would answer all purposes. 

On the 28th Alarch and iith April emergent meetings were held 
for degree work. At the meeting of yth Alay, 1S43, iiro. John JJrown, 
of Mottnt Moriah lodge affiliated. As there were others of the dor- 
mant Mount Moriah who desired to join 209, Bro. Farley, the secre- 
tary, thought that in order to facilitate matters more than one should 
be balloted for, and it was, therefore, resolved on his motion, That 
all the members of Mount Moriah, if found worthy, be admitted mem- 
bers of this lodge/^ 

At the meeting of 24th May, 1843, the lodge ordered that an 
address of condolence be presented to the Grand Lodge of Kngland 
upon the death of the M. W. Grand Master, the Duke of Sussex. At 
the regular meeting on 13th June it was resolved to celebrate the 
festival of St. John hy going to church in procession to hear a 
sermon by the Rev. Dr. Cronyn, an Anglican clergyman of London, 
and it was further resolved that Lt.-Col. Everard be asked for the 
use of the band on the occasion." 

A brother, who believed in more enjoynient than that ordinarily 
offered by a sermon, thought the afternoon ceremony shottld be sup- 
plemented by a ball in the evening, but this proposal was lost by a 
large majority/' but it was then resolved that the brethren should 
dine at Bro. Balkwiirs at seven o'clock in the evening. 

'J here is no record of either sermon being listened to or dinner 
l)artaken of, but it is not improbable tliat both functions were pro- 
perly discharged. 

From the 13th June until the nth October, 1843, the work of the 
lodge is not entered in the minutes, although eight leaves of the 
minute book are left blank, evidently for the purpose of having the 
omitted minutes entered. At the meeting of the Tith October the 
secretary was ordered to engross the niinutes of the lodge in the 
body of the lodge," so that another lapse, as far as the minute book 
was concerned, could not occur. It is possible that the minutes were 
roughly drafted for the omitted months and the paper mislaid, hence 
the loss of the records for the period named. A candidate for afifilia- 
tion, proposed at this meeting, had six black balls against him," so 
that his money was returned," 
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At the meeting- of 14th November, 1843, the petition of John 
King, of the 23rd regiment, was read, and Bro. Niles objected, say- 
ing that it had better be laid over until the next meeting," but on a 
clause in the by-laws being read, Bro. Niles " withdrew his remark/' 
whereupon the ballot was " ordered to proceed/' the candidate 1>eing 
accepted. The meeting* was principally occupied with degree work. 

On the i2th December, 1843, the ofificers for the ensuing year 
were elected. On St. John's day, 27th December, 1843, there were 
two affiHations, and the lodge apparently discussed, not onlv the mean- 
ing but the length of a cable tow, and, on resolution, it 'was carried 
That seven miles be the length of our cable tow." A vote of thanks 
was passed to the W. M. and all ofificers, except the treasurer, for 
their work during the year, but the lodge was of opinion that no vote 
of thanks ought to be passed on the ex-secretary or treasurer, until 
the return of the former officer, when the books of the lodge would 
be properly audited/' The ex-secretary had removed from London 
without leaving his books in a businesslike condition. 

The year 1843 was a prosperous one for the lodge, as seventeen 
meetings were held and a large number were added to the member- 
ship. 

The year 1844 brought increased prosperity, no less than thirty- 
two meetings being held. The minutes of all meetings of 209 were 
signed by the W. :M., S. W. and J. W., as well as the secretary, a 
custom which does not prevail in these later days. 

Bro. Donnf^ll, a widower, died in December of 1843, leaving no 
estate, and at the meeting of January 9th, 1844, the condition of his 
family was discussed. The brethren were anxious to see the children 
properly brought up in the Roman Catholic faith, to which their father 
had adhered, and instructed the secretary to write to Father O'Dwyer, 
the Catholic priest in charge of the parish, to that effect. This com- 
munication brought a reply from the priest, a document which was so 
Christian in character that the lodge ordered that it be spread upon the 
minutes. The letter was as follows: 

" London, January 8th, 1844. 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your truly 
Christian letter, and have to apologize for not having replied to it ere now, 
as I wanted to see the congregation relative to the children of Brother Don- 
nell. Mr. Harding O'Brien will take charge of the boy and rear him as if 
his own: Peter McCann will take the eldest girl; another offered to take an- 
other, but T'll see if he has means to bring her up decently. I wrote to the 
Bishop to know if he has funds for that purpose, but have not yet received Iiis 
reply. T will enquire if the ladies of the Convent of Montreal will receive 
them, as they would be much better provided for than here. It was the wish 
of the poor father that they be raised Catholics. I thank you for your liber- 
ality. Your letter breathes a truly Christian spirit and is worthy of a follower 
of the beloved Disciple St. John, who inculcated brotherly love, * My little 
children, love one another/ was his favorite subject, and only sermon in his 
old days; but excuse me for mentioning what you and the members of St, 
John's Lodge not only know but practice. I have read your letter in my 
church for the edifi^^afion of my congregation, for it is worthy of being read 
in churches. I «=incerely wish that all denominations of Christians would do 
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in like manner. Wishing you and the members of your Charitable Society 
many happy New Years, 

" I have the honor to be. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very humble & obedient servt. 

Signed, P. O'Dwyer, C. Pastor.'' 

"To Mr. A. Gordon, Sect." 

The lodge, knowing- the sad condition in which the children were 
left, instructed the secretary 

to write to Father O'Dwyer & inform him that Brothers Past Master 
Peters and Junior Deacon Gaudy would meet him at any time he would ap- 
point, and make a final arrangement with regard to the disposal of the chil- 
dren of the late Donnel, and the committee are also required to make the 
proper arrangements witli ]Mrs. Donnel for the disposal of the late Brothei 
Donnel's Masonic jewels and badges and all other matters connected with the 
family, and report to the lodge without delay." 

At the meeting- of 13th February the lodge determined to have 
a representative at the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and that Bro. Davis, 
then in Ireland, be appointed. This is the only case on record in 
Canada of a lodge being directly represented by a member at the 
meeting of the mother Grand Lodge. 

On the 20th February an emergent meeting was called, but the 
secretary and treasurer were absent, and were disciplined accordingly, 
for it was resolved that both these officers 

be fined the sum of two shillings & sixpence cy. each, for non-attend- 
ance on the part of the Treas., and the Sect, for having taken the key of his 
chest and thereby preventing the business of the lodge.*' 

At the meeting of 12th March, 1844, four candidates were ini- 
tiated, and the by-law requiring all members to pay 1/3 per month 
was amended by the words sickness and imprisonment excepted." 

At a meeting of the lodge on the 20th it was resolved to attend 
the funeral of the late Bro. Major James Revers of the gist regiment. 
The deceased was a member of the lodge of Harmony, No. 575, I. 
The minutes read that : 

The lodge assembled on the 21st March, 1844, at 1/2 12 o'clock at their 
lodge room and opened on the first or apprentice degree. 

The Brethren having taken their places, under the direction of their 
Marshall, Bro. Robert G. Anderson, and accompanied by the drums and fifes 
of Her Majesty's 23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers, proceeded from the lodge room 
to tBe plank road in the rear of Mr. William's house, where they met the 
remains of the late lamented Brother. The procession marched, with all due 
solemnity, to St. Paul's Churchyard, where the remains of our deceased Bro- 
ther were borne to their last resting place by four Brethren of the Sublime 
Degree; and the funeral service having been read by the Revd. Benj. Crony n, 
the usual ceremonies were gone through (without honors) and the lodge 
marched to their lodge room." 

On returning to the lodge room it was resolved that the sum of 
ten shillings be paid to the Drum Major of the 23rd Fusiliers for his 
attendance at the funeral, and a vote of thanks was passed to the ad- 
jutant of the regiment for the services of the band. 

At the meeting of :27th May, 1844, ari invitation was received 
from Rev. B. Cronyn, asking the lodge to lay the corner-stone of 
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St. Paul's church on the 24th June, 1844. The invitation was ac- 
cepted, and it was further resolved that a dinner be given in the even- 
ing, and that on the 27th December the festival be celebrated by a 
ball. 

On St. John's day the lodge met at 9 a,m., and adjourned at 11.30 
a-m, to meet at i p.m., when 

marshalled by Bro. Niles, the brethren proceeded in procession to the 
Court House, where Divine service was held, and then to St. Paul's church- 
yard and laid the foundation stone of the new church with Craft honors. In 
the evening the brethren dined at the hall of the Mechanics' Institute." 

An emergency was held on the ist July for the purpose of con- 
sidering the conduct of Bros. Norval, Joyce and Armstrong on and 
subsequent to St. John's day. Bros. Joyce and Armstrong charged 
Bro. Norval with branding them in the public newspapers/' and 
after answering this charge Bro. Norval brought a counter charge, to 
the effect that Bros. Joyce and Armstrong had stirred up dissension 
at the dinner on St. John's day, and had subsequently circulated false 
reports about his character, thus endeavoring by misrepresentation 
to injure him as a man and a Mason, He further charged that these 
two brethren had injured his character by spreading a report that he 
had refused to drink the health of the Q ueen and the Arm\^ and Navv 
at the dinner given upon the festival of St. John. These charges 
having been made the three brethren concerned were requested to 
retire while the lodge considered the matter. It was decided that 
Bros. Joyce and Armstrong be suspended during the pleasure of the 
lodge, and that Bro. Norval should be reprimanded by the W. M. in 
open lodge. The brethren who were suspended were duly notified, 
and Bro. Norval, being called in, was reprimanded in due form by 
the W. M. 

At the meeting of July 9th, 1844, the brethren resolved that if 
any brother was convicted of communicating the transactions of the 
lodge to brethren not of their lodge or to a cowan," he should be 
suspended and reported to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

A committee was appointed at this meeting to wait upon the 
Roman Catholic priest of the parish to enquire into the destitute 
condition of the children of Bro. Donnell." This was the brother who 
had died some months previously, and concerning whose children 
communication had been held with the parish priest. At a subse- 
quent meeting, held on the 13th August, 1844, a resolution was passed 
to the effect that the lodge had 

full confidence and unanimously concur in the past conduct of the office 
bearers of the lodge, appointed to inquire into the circumstances and disposal 
of the late Brother D. Donnel's children, and that they continue their confidence 
towards the office bearers, with regard to the final settlement of the said 
children." 

The subject of building a Masonic hall came up before the lodge 
in a proposal by Bro. Thompson Wilson, barrack-master, who offered 
to give a free deed of a piece of land, 30 feet front, by lOO feet deep, 
for the purpose, the site to be on that side of his lot fronting on 
Talbot street/* Apparently no action was taken in connection with 
this offer. 
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Bro. I^orval, who was smarting- under the reprimand given him 
by resolution of the lodge, " demanded from the lodge a public refu- 
tation of the charges brought against him by Bros. Joyce and Arm- 
strong/' and it was resolved that the secretary " should insert in the 
London * Knquircr ' and St. Thomas * Standard/ newspapers, a 
notice that Bro. John Norval has been exonerated by this lodge of the 
charges brought against him with regard to his conduct at the Ma- 
sonic festival on 24th June last." 

The trouble between Bros. Joyce, Armstrong and Norval, which 
might have been considered as settled by the action at the last meet- 
ing, was re-opened at the meeting of 17th August, 1844, by the re- 
ceipt of a joint letter from Bros. Joyce and Armstrong, criticizing 

a note " inserted by Bro. Norval under the heading of Masonic 
Notices " in the London Knquirer." They claimed that this notice 
reflected discredit upon their characters. The secretary read the note 
to the lodge, and was instructed to inform the two brethren that the 
lodge had not given any power to Bro. Norval to comment upon their 
notice of 15th August, 1844, which appeared in the London En- 
quirer,'' and that steps would be taken to investigate the matter. By 
way of showing the feeling of the lodge in the matter the secretary 
was also ordered to discontinue the regular lodge notice, which for 
a long time had been inserted in the Enquirer and St, Thomas 

Standard/' 

An emergency was called on the 17th August, 1844, for the pur- 
pose of investigating the conduct of Bro. Norval relative to the in- 
sertion of this note/' which had been added to the regular Masonic 
notice in the London Enquirer on the 15th August. A very 
warm discussion took place, and an effort was made to adjourn the 
matter until the next regular meeting, as peace and quiet could not 
be maintained." The motion for adjournment did not carr} , the vote 
being a tie, and the W. M, declined to give his casting vote. The 
investigation, therefore, proceeded, resulting in a resolution, carried 
by a vote of 17 to 4, that " Bro. Norval was fully exonerated in the 
eyes of this lodge as regards the publication of his note to the Masonic 
notice of 15th August, 1844.'* This was followed by another resolu- 
tion, ordering the continuation of the original lodge notice for two 
more insertions in the two papers mentioned, but the note was not 
to appear again/' 

There seems to have been considerable friction in lodge No. 209 
at this period, for at the same meeting- the secretary in open lodge 
rec|uired protection from the chair in regard to allusions made 
against him in the discussion of this question, and in particular those 
faHing from Bro. Norval." Some explanation must have followed, 
for the minutes continue that Brother Norval 

expressed his satisfaction at the secretary's conduct and withdrew any 
remarks he may have previously expressed derogatory to the secretary.*' 

On the loth September, however, at the regular meeting, Bro. 
Norval had again to appear in defence of a letter written to the lodge 
on the T4th August, A committee was appointed to investigate the 
matter. The members of this committee reported Bro. NorvaFs ans- 
wers to the questions put to him, but in order to prevent further dis- 
sension, recommended that he be permitted to withdraw the letter 
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on sending a written apology to the brethren of No. 209, and that in 
the event of a refusal to comply with this request he should l>e sus- 
pended and reported to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The lodge does 
not seem to have tak'en immediate action in connection with this 
dispute. 

At the emergent meeting of 22nd September, 1844, an invitation 
was extended to Sir Allan MacNab, the Provincial Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland in Canada, to attend the next regular 
meeting-, and it was resolved that he be made an honorary member. 

Up to 1844 the minutes show that the lodge met at Bro. William 



The Mechaxics' Ixstiti te, London, Ont., ICS44. 


Baikwiirs inn. 1 rcjni lOth April, 1844, up to 32nd September. 1844, 
the term at their lodge room " is used, while the meeting of 8th 
October was held at Bro. Lee's tavern. The reason for this was that 
early in October a disastrous fire visited London, sweeping away the 
entire business portion of the city and many private residences, in- 
cluding Bro. Balkw^ill's inn, where the lodge meetings were held. 
On the 8th (Jctober, 1844, the lodge decided that on account of the 
fire all business should be adjourned until the next meeting, to be 
called for the following Tuesday. In the meantime they recorded a 
vote of thanks to Bro, Balkwill for the hospitable manner in which he 
had treated the lodge while they met at his late residence, assuring 
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him of their sympathy in his misfortunes. There were also passed 
resolutions of condolence with other brethren who had likewise suf- 
fered from the fire. 

Preparatory to a proper place of meeting being found, the lodge 
met on the 15th October, 1844, in the Mechanics' Institute, situated 
on the Court House square, between IJundas and Queen streets. It 
was a large frame building, and was removed some years ago to 
Talbot street, between Carling and FuUarton streets. It was then used 
as a furniture factory; now it is a blacksmith shop. However, the 
brethren thought the room in this building, which had been kindly 
offered by the president of the institution, was not adapted to the pur- 
poses of Masonic meetings, and, therefore, they adjourned to Mr. 
Probett's tavern. 

On the 15th October, Bro. Norval, who had been engaged in the 
dispute with Bros. Joyce and Armstrong, was permitted to withdraw 
the letter he had written and resume his seat in the lodge. This 
was the end of the trouble. On the 12th November, 1844, the regular 
meeting of the lodge was held, at which Bros, Joyce and Armstrong 
were re-instated. 

The lodge continued to meet at Probett^s tavern, but on the :25th 
October they held an emergent meeting at the house of Bro. John 
McDowel, better known as Freemasons' Arms/' near Blackfriar's 
Bridge, and resumed their meetings at Probett's tavern on 'the ^5tli 
November, At this meeting it was resolved that the ball, which was 
to be held for the purpose of celebrating the festival of St. John, the 
Evangelist, should take place, and the brethren were particularly 
requested and cautioned not to have an opposition dinner on that 
occasion, being unmasonic." A committee was appointed to arrange 
for the celebration, but there is no record that the intentions of the 
brethren were carried out. 

At the meeting held on the loth December, 1844, the secretary 
was ordered to redeem a bad Mexican dollar " which he had taken 
on the previous 24th June. From this date the lodge resumed its 
meetings at Bro. Balkwill's inn. 

The first meeting of 1845 was held on the 14th January. One of 
the early acts of the year was to rescind the by-law which provided 
when any candidate is initiated the sum of ten shillings shall be 
expended in the name of refreshments." The idea of having an en- 
joyable time socially at the initiation of a candidate was not confined 
to lodge No, 209. Many of the lodges throughout the jurisdiction 
expended much larger sums than that provided for in this by-law. 

A Bro. Anderson towards the end of the year, 1844, had brought 
certain charges against a number of brethren, but as he did not appear 
to substantiate them, for which purpose he was summoned three 
times, he was ordered to be suspended and the lodge confirmed the 
action. An emergent meeting was called on February 26th, 184c;, for 
the purpose of attending the funeral of the late Bro. Caverley. The 
lodge formed in procession and proceeded to the residence of Bro. 
John McDowel, and there met the remains of the deceased brother, 
and proceeded to the churchyard attached to the Hnglish church, 
attended by the drum and fife band of the 23rd Regiment, the remains 
being interred with Masonic honors. 
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At the regular meeting of the 14th March a silver goblet was 
presented to Bro. Alexander Gordon, the previous secretary, by the 
members of the lodge. On April i8th, 1845, emergent meeting 
was held to meet Bros. Duggin, Wm. A. Campbell, J. B. Harrison 
and James Daniell from Toronto, and to take into consideration busi- 
ness which may be brought before the lodge connected with the late 
fire in London. It was decided to adjourn until 2:2nd April. Bros. 
Duggin, Campbell and Daniell were well known Masons. 

During the early part of 1845 the meetings seem to have been 
confined to routine work. On the 19th May, 1845, ^ meeting was 
called relative to the appointment of a Provincial Grand Master 
in response to a letter written by St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, of 
Toronto, in connection with the reorganization of the provincial body 
and the appointment of a new Provincial Grand Master. The lodge 
resolved that a committee be appointed to correspond with Sir Allan 
Napier MacNab and the secretary of St. Andrew's lodge, relative to 
the proposed appointment. 

On the loth June, 1845, ^ letter was read from Bro. Wilson, 
bat rack master, relative to the ofi er he had made of a piece of ground 
for a Masonic hall, and a committee was appointed to arrange all 
matters connected with the building. On the festival of St. John, the 
brethren met and proceeded to the new Presbyterian chvirch, where a 
sermon was preached by the Rev. Benj. Cronyn, after which they re- 
turned to their lodge room, accompanied by the band of the Sist 
Regiment, which was then stationed in London. 

On 9th August, 1845, the new Provincial Grand Lodge, under 
Sir Allan Napier MacNab, was formed at Hamilton, and all the lodges 
in the jurisdiction had been communicated with, amongst them No. 
209. An emergency meeting was accordingly held to take into con- 
sideration a communication from Bro. Richard Bull, the Grand Secre- 
tary of the Provincial Grand Lodge, but no action seems to haA^e been 
taken. 

About the middle of September, a deputation from No. 720, 
Goderich, visited London, and requested the presence of the memlDers 
of lodge No. 209, for the purpose of installing their officers. The 
request was complied with, and for this purpose a deputation visited 
Goderich, on the 4th October, 1845, installed W. Bro. Thomas 

Mercer Jones and the other officers of the new lodge. This action 
shows the absolute harmony which existed in the earlier days between 
lodges of foreign jurisdictions. In this case the lodge of the Irish 
jurisdiction instals the officers of one of Knglish obedience. 

On the iith November, 1845, at the regular meeting, Bro. Sid- 
dall stated that he had suggested to the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
this province, held under Kngland, that he would communicate with 
this lodge concerning the propriety of this body being placed under 
their jurisdiction, with the consent of the Grand Lodge of Irelan.!/* 
No resolution followed this statement. 

A special committee met on nth March, 1849, and made an 
elaborate list of all of the property of the lode^e, recommending that 
an application be made to the Royal Arch chapter to join them in 
procnrine the necessary furniture to be used on all occasions. 

At an emergent meeting on April T6th, 1846, the dispute which 
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had arisen between Bro. Gordon and Mr. Hewitt was settled, when 
Bro. Gordon having put his hand on the Bible and making oath, 
the lodge deem it satisfactory, and dismiss all further consideration 
of the charge brought against Mr. Gordon/' 

The meeting of the 4th June, 1846^ was an emergency, as "xio 
lodge having been opened on last regular night in consequence of 
the non-attendance of officers, with their keys/' At this meeting a 
banner, which had been ordered by the lodge, was presented. 

At the regular meeting of the 9th June it was resolved to attend 
church on the festival of St. John, the Baptist, and that application 
be made for the band of the 82nd Regiment; also to meet at Bro. 
l*alk will's. " for he had promised to furnish a good, plain dinner for 
this lodge at 2. 6. each, if forty sit down/' Accordingly, on St. John's 
day, the brethren proceeded at two o'clock in the afternoon to church, 
listened to a sermon preached by the Rev. Benj. Cronyn, after which 
they returned to the lodge room, accompanied by the band of the 
82nd Regiment. The dinner which followed, while a success in many 
ways, brought with it some friction, which resulted in charges and 
counter-charges being brought by several brethren. As a conse- 
quence one brother was expelled, and his expulsion was ordered to 
be published in tHe newspapers, while at the following regular meet- 
ing another brother was suspended for twelve months and reported 
to Grand Lodge. 

From this date to the end of the year the meetings were generally 
routine. The festival of St. John, the Kvangelist, was celebrated on 
the 38th D ecember, the 27th falling on a Sundav, by a dinner at Bro. 
William Balkwiirs. 

On the 23rd October, 1847, an emergent meeting was called, the 
occasion being the breaking ground for the station of the Great West- 
ern Railway. The brethren of Mt. Moriah lodge accompanied the 
members of No. 209 on this occasion. 

At the meeting of the 24th June, 1848, Bro. McDowel offered the 
use of a room in the canteen, in the frame barracks, for the purpose 
of giving Masonic lectures every INIonday evening at eight o'clock. 

On the 27th August, 1848, the remains of the late Bro. Gaudy 
were buried with Masonic honors by the lodge in the Presbyterian 
burying ground, attached to the Free Church of Scotland. No. 2og 
was assisted on this occasion by the brethren of Mt. Moriah lodge. 
At the next regular meeting it was resolved that a tombstone be 
erected to the memory of the late Bro. Gaudy, and that the expenses 
of the funeral be paid by the lodge.'" The lodge on this occasion met 
at the house of Bro. Wm. Lee, where they continued to hold their 
Tueetings- 

The accounts for the year were avidited by a committee, of which 
Bro. A. S. Abbott was chairman. The report, while no doubt cor- 
rect in every particular, is peculiarly constructed and of sufficient 
interest to warrant its publication: 

The business commenced by examining the Secretary & Treasurer's 
books, which were found to be correct, so far as there remains a surplus from 
the Sect, to the Treas., unaccounted for by the Sect, leaving- a balance In the 
Treas. fiands to the amount of £13 — 17 — tt, in cash and due bills from 1847 
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to the amount of ^11. 8. 0V2, together with £6. 15. SVij, deficient in our late 
Treas. Bro, J. Gray's account, making a total of £x8. 3. 9., also dtte bills for 
the present year of £6. 5, o., making a total of deficiencies of £34. 8 9., also a 
balance of arrears to the end of the present year of ^^19. 11. 

A. S. Abbott, Chairman/' 

On 27th December, 1848, the members dined together after 
which harmony and brotherly love prevailed/' Considering that on 
previous occasions considerable friction marked similar events, it is 
satisfactory to know that such was eliminated as the brethren came 
to know each other better. 

The meetings at Bro. Lee's ceased on April 24th, 1849, 
April loth the lodge had resolved to furnish a room in the Robinson 
ilall, the leading hotel of London at that time, for a sum not to ex- 
ceed £51. 100, and a committee was appointed to carry this into effect. 
The first meeting in the new lodge room was an emergency on the 
15th May, 1849. The w^ork was routine. At an emergency meeting 
on the 29th Alay, 1849, a commnnication was received from the breth- 
ren at Amherstburg. praying* for a recommendation for a new lodg:e 
in that place. 

In June, 1849, t^^*^ Ijrethren were requested by tht Trustees of 
the Public School to lay the foundation stone of the new building 
with Masonic honors. Accordingly on Monda}', June :25th, St. John's 
day falling on Simday, the lodge met, proceeded to the site of the 
school, where the foundation stone was laid with JNIasonic honors. 
Suitable addresses were delivered by Bro. Matthew McGilk who de- 
livered the oration, and Bros. Judge Wilson and Simeon Morrill, both 
well known citizens, after which the brethren returned to the lodge 
room, accompanied by the drum and fife band of the 20th Regt. On 
their arrival at the lodge room the W. ordered £1. i. 2. to be ex- 
pended in a bottle of wine for the visitors." 

The regular meeting for October took place on the 9th of the 
month. It seems to have been customary at that time to issue private 
certificates, for on the i6th October, 1849, an emergent meeting, 
several brethren having applied for private lodge certificates, Bro. 
Abbott was ordered to sign the same." 

On the 13th November, 1849, it was resolved to celebrate the 
coming St. John's festival by a Masonic ball, a large committee being- 
appointed to carry out the intentions of the lodge. On the 27th No- 
vember a handsome Bible, still in the possession of the lodge, was 
presented by W. Bro. James Daniell, the W. M., and h\ resolution a 
likeness of the giver was ordered to be taken and laid on the Bible on 
the altar as a memento of his gift to the lodge. The Bible contains 
the following inscription: 

Presented to St. John's Lodge, 209, of London, C. W., by Bro. James 
Daniell, W. M., as a token of his respect and esteem for the Brethren, trust- 
ing that the principles laid down in the most noble of the three great lis?hts of 
Masonry may always be found to guide and direct the Brethren in the true 
course they ought as Masons always to pursue. 
" London, C. W., November 21st, i^9-" 

At an emergent meeting on the nth December, 1849, the breth- 
ren resolved to invite to their Masonic ball the members from God- 
erich, Amherstbnrg and Simcoe. Bro. Abbott "paid 2s. 6d. for the 
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fine imposed on the last meeting night." The minutes show that the 
finances were in excellent condition. About £82 had been expended 
during the year, leaving a balance of over £8 in the hands of the 
treasurer. 

On the 1 8th December, 1849, it was resolved to purchase a new 
set of collars for the officers of the lodge. The audit committee for 
1849 presented a very lengthy report, going minutely into all par- 
ticulars connected with the finances of the lodge. On the 27th De- 
cember, at a meeting for installation, the W. proposed to instal 
the incoming master in the presence of Kntered Apprentice Masons, 
but W. Bro. John McDowel, P.M., and others, objected to their 
presence at such ceremony. The W. M., however, ruled that this 
should be the procedure, and, accordingly, the protesting brethren 
withdrew, returning at the close of the ceremony to renew their pro- 
tests against the action of the master. 

The year 1850 opened with promise of further progress in the 
work of the lodge, although on the first meeting the pleasure of the 
new year was marred by a desire on the part of W. Bro. James Daniell, 
the P. M., to withdraw from the lodge, on account of a difference 
of opinion " which had arisen with regard to the installation of the 
W. M. The action of the master was irregular, and in the old records 
of Canadian lodges there is no entry showing that such procedure 
had ever been followed before. 

An emergent meeting was held on the i6th January, 1850, at which 
seven candidates for initiation were proposed, and a committee of 
eight was appointed to enquire into their characters. At an emergent 
meeting on the 23rd January, 1850, the candidates proposed at the 
last meeting were balloted for, and Bro. Hall, from Barton lodge, 
No. 10, Hamilton, also becoming a member paid ten shillings ad- 
mission fee." This was the amount of the fee for affiliation. At a 
third emergent meeting, held on the 29th of the same month, the 
W. M. stated that he and other Master Masons had examined Bro. 
Anthonio Poliski, a Hungarian officer, in distress, and had granted 
him £2. 10. to enable him to proceed to Detroit. The lodge reim- 
bursed the brother for this advance. Bro. Francis was directed to 
procure for this lodge a wrapper for the use of brethren raised to the 
degree of Master Mason, the same to be finished on next monthly 
night and paid for by this lodge." Bro. A. B. Bostwick, who was 
afterwards a well known Craftsman, was initiated at this meeting. 

The meetings for Februai^ and March were devoted to routine 
bu siness- At that held on the iQth February, 1850, however, the 
secretary was directed to summons Bro. Matthew McGill to appear 
before this lodge at our next meeting to answer for his having com- 
municated with the editor of the 'Masonic Review' relative to the 
installation and therein suppressing facts." This apparently referred 
to the difference of opinion which had arisen at the December meet- 
ing with regard to the installation of the master in the presence of 
Entered Apprentice Masons. At an emergent meetine, held on the 
25th February, 1850, Bro. McGill appeared and so satisfied the breth- 
ren that they declared the matter settled up/' and the cement of 
friendship Avas strengthened, for Bro. Daniell and Bro. McGill " shook 
hands as Masons.^* 
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The treasurer was directed to purchase a bill of exchangee to pay 
the dues of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, amounting- to about £14 
stg." A peculiar paragraph appears in the minutes, stating that the 
secretary " took oflf his jewel without permission from the chair, and 
requested leave to retire from the lodge, which was granted/' 

A Royal Arch chapter had been established in London in con- 
nection with lodge No. 209, and at the meeting of 12th March, 1850, 
a committee was appointed to adjust the debts between the lodge and 
the chapter. Some friction had occurred at the meeting of the 26th 
February, when the secretary took off his jewel without permission. 
The matter was referred to at the succeeding meeting of 12th March, 
for the minutes state that the conduct of Bro. Abbott on the last 
night of meeting was brought before the lodge, and after explana- 
tion from the W. M. and a mutual expression of regret at the occur- 
rence . , . Bro. Abbott resumed his seat/' 

Some of the members of the lodge hailed from Port Stanley, and 
in 1850 the brethren of the Port desired to establish a Masonic lodge 
at that place. They requested the aid of the members of No. 209, 
and on motion of Bro. John Brown, seconded by Bro. John McDowel, 
it was resolved that the sum of £7. 12. 6. stg. be advanced to the 
brethren of Port Stanley, who have forwarded to Bro. Daniell a peti- 
tion to the Grand Lodge of Ireland for a warrant to hold a lodge at 
the village of Port Stanley, and that one-half of said sum be granted 
to them, and the balance to be refunded, when they become able to 
do so/' This was afterwards lodge No. 211, 1. R. 

At an emergent meeting of 26th March, 1850, the secretary 
reported that he had forwarded a bill of exchange for £23, 6. 6., being 
equal to £29. 5. 7. cy,, and that he had paid the postage on returns 
and petition for warrant, etc., to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

The great fire which had visited London induced the brethren 
to take extra precaution in connection with their lodge room, for a 
committee was appointed for the purpose of preparing a passage 
from the east window of this lodge to the next building, which may 
be used by the brethren in case of fire in the building/' At the same 
time notice was given of a proposal to devote a sum of money, not 
exceeding £10 cy-, for the purchase of books to constitute a Ma- 
sonic library for this lodge/* 

At an emergent meeting on the 2nd April, 1850, the secretary 
being absent, together with senior and junior wardens, they were 
" respectively fined is. 3d.'' All other members, duly summoned, 
were fined 7>^d., but the junior warden, " having appeared and satis- 
fied the lodge that he was obliged to be absent his fine was cancelled/' 
At the succeeding meeting of 9th April, 1850, the secretary and Bro. 
Moore also accounted for their absence to the satisfaction of the 
lodge " and their fines were cancelled, together with those of the 
other members. At an emergent meeting on the 23rd April, 1850, a 
likeness of W. Bro. James Daniell, P. M., was presented to the lodge, 
and it was resolved to insert the same in a white marble slab to be 
placed in the lodge." The secretary read an address to Bro. Daniell, 
expressing their approbation of the W. M. and officers " for the zeal 
and efficiency evinced during the year. 

At the meeting of 30th April, 1850, W. Bro. Hewitt announced 
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his intention of leaving- London, and, therefore, he was compelled to 
vacate the chair of the lodge. The brethren regretted his action, but 
testified tlieir esteem for the W. AI. in a short address, in which they 
recommended him to all lodges at Toronto and elsewhere " to re- 
ceive him as a worthy, upright and zealous brother/' 

At the meeting of 14th May, 1850, Bro. Thomas Gidley was 
asked by W. Bro. James Uaniell, who presided, 

" if he had threatened to divulge the secrets of the Craft and that of Mas- 
onry, and become an anti-Mason, an accusation to that effect being^ preferred 
against him, or whether the charge was true or false/' 

Bro. Gidle^' refused to give any satisfaction or explanation 
whatever, but stated afterwards that the lodge had given him pain 
enough already, for that by the conduct of some scamps or ' Mis- 
called Brethren/ he was $300 worse off than when he joined, and he 
further stated he wotild expose the doings of the lodg'e towards him/* 
The W. M. then directed the offending brother to withdraw, when 
it was i3roposed and unanimously carried that the conduct of Bro. 
Gidley be immediately repotted to the Grand Lodge of Ireland/' and 
that he ** be suspended for unmasonic conduct and his suspension be 
immediately inserted in the ' Masonic Review/ " 

At the meeting held on the iith June, 1850, it was determined 
to celebrate the festival of St. John, the Baptist, by proceeding to St. 
Paul's church and hearing a sermon from the Rev. Benj. Cronyn, 
and that a request be sent to the master of the town band for their 
attendance at the procession. It was also decided that the lodge 
should dine at the Robinson Hall in the evening. An effort was made 
at this meeting to reconcile Bros. O'Reilly and LeClerc, who, after a 
full discussion, including' a very impressive admonition to the con- 
tending parties from Bro. McDowel, P. M./' were then requested 
to withdraw/' When they had done so it was moved 

that the Brethren be required to shake hands and settle the matter fin- 
ally, and if either Brother refuse to comply he be not again permitted to enter 
this lodge until such reconciliation be effected." 

This announcement was communicated to the contending breth- 
ren, but " Bro. O'Reilly having refused to comply with the decision 
of the lodge was ordered to withdraw." 

At! emergent meeting was held on the 22nd June, for the purpose 
of attending the funeral of the late Bro. Kdward AFatthews, who was 
buried \v\th Alasonic honors, and on the iith July the remains of the 
late Bro. \V. Iv. Cornish were also interred with similar honors. 

At the meeting of the 13th August, 1850, Bro. Nyles presented a 
petition from Bro. A, G. Smyth and others of the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, praying for a warrant for another lodge in the town of Lon- 
don, to be styled Prince Albert lodge, with Bro. Nyles as W. M. 
They requested a recommendation from lodge No. :>og. A motion 
was made to recommend the application, which was followed by an 
amendment to lay over the matter for consideration, and an amend- 
ment to the amendment that the formation of a new lodge was un- 
necessary. Bro. McGill, who was acting as W. M., declined to put 
the amendment at that late hour in so hasty a manner and in the 
absence of the W. M:'s and P. M.^s of the lodge.'' On this decision 
Bro. Nyles withdrew the petition. 
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At the meeting- of 8th October, 1850, a lease of the lodge room 
for ten years, duly executed, was presented to the lodge, and a vote of 
thanks to 15ro. Francis was passed for the neatness and promptitude 
with which he liad finished the marble frame for Bro. Daniell's picture. 
At the meeting of 12th November, 1850, the question as to the right 
of the lodge to hold real estate was considered, and, in order to have 
the matter settled, a committee was appointed ** to examine an Act 
of Parliament relative to the Benevolent Societies holding real estate " 
and to report at the next meeting. At this meeting it was decided 
to celebrate the festival of St. John, the Kvangelist, by a ball. Nomi- 
nations were made at this meeting for the election of officers, and one 
page of the minute book is devoted to the list of these nominations. 
There were four for W. M., three each for S. W. and J. W., J. D. and 
secretary, and for the treasurer there were five. Kach of these was 
proposed and seconded. 

At the regular meeting for December, 1850, held on the loth 
the conunittee appointed to examine " the Act of l^arliament, relative 
to Building Societies/' reported, but the details are not g-iven 
in the minutes. At this meeting, Bro. Daniell was elected W. M. The 
minutes of :27th December do not contain any particulars regarding 
the festival more than that the installation of officers took place. 
Previous to the reading of the minutes of the previous minutes on the 
iith February, 1851, the secretary objected 

*' to the abrogation b^^ the officers of this lodge of the established form of 
opening as practised since the establishment of this lodge in 1842, he con- 
sidering the same at variance with the constitution of the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, as laid down in the Ahiman Rezon." 

The objection, however, was overruled by the W. M., whereupon 
Bro. McGill retired, declaring- the same unconstitutional. 

At the meeting- of iith March, 1851, Bro. William Moore gave 
notice that at the next meeting he would move that the Grand 
Lodge be requested to withdraw their warrant, so that we may join 
the Grand Lodge of this province/' This motion referred to affilia- 
tion with the third Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West under 
Sir Allan Napier MacNab. No further action appears to have been 
taken. 

At the meeting of 29th April, 185 1, Bros. Reynolds and Galloway 
and four other Master Masons of the Grand Lodge of Ireland ap- 
peared at the lodge with a petition praying for a warrant to be 
established at Tngersoll/' to be known as Ingersoll lodge. This peti- 
tion was read, recommended and forwarded to the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland. At a previous meeting the recommendation of No. 209 had 
been requested for a new lodge at Port Stanley, and at this meeting 
the minutes state 

that the warrant for Port Stanley having been received, it was moved 
by Br. Hughes and seconded by Bro. Abbott, that the officers and members 
of the lodge do proceed to Port Stanley, as soon after the Assizes as the 
brethren there inay appoint on payment of the amount due." 

At the meeting of loth June, 185 a letter was read from Bro. 
Hall, the W. M. elect of Middlesex lodo^e No. 211, I. R., requesting 
that the officers of No. 209 would visit Port Stanley for the purpose 
of installing; their officers. It was resolved to comply with their re- 
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quest, and also that a Lodge of Emergency be assembled at nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning to raise Bro. John Elliott and M. Bur- 
gess/^ 

Bro. James Daniell stood high in the esteem of the members of 
No. 209, and they had resolved to present him with a past master's 
jewel, but, being unable to find a suitable jewel in Canada, the minutes 
of :24th June, 1 85 1, state that 

" Bro. Abbott stated to the Lodge that in consequence of the com- 
mittee not having been enabled to procure a Past Master's Jewel in this coun- 
try, Bro. Herring, of the Grand Lodge of New York, advised him to write 
to Bro. Fowler, Deputy Grand Secretary at Dublin, through whom the con 
stitutional desip^n could best be obtained, which communication he had sent 
and was expecting an answer by the next English mail." 

At the meeting on St. John's day, 24th June, 1851, the lodge 
met, installed their oflficers and afterwards proceeded to Port Stanley 
for the purpose of constituting; lodge No. ^11. The minutes 
of No. 209 state that the ceremony having been performed, the 
members with many visiting brethren proceeded in procession to 
the church at F'ort Stanley, after which the brethren dined together 
at the North American Hotel, and at six o'clock the brethren left for 
London and arrived after ten o'clock." 

At an emergent meeting held on the 2nd July, 185 1, a communi- 
cation was read from Bro. Johnston Neilson, of Carleton Place, Can- 
ada West, requesting the recommendation of No. 209 to the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland to grant a warrant to be constituted at that vil- 
lage of Carleton Place, called St. John's lodge." The petition for 
this lodge had already been endorsed by King Solomon's lodge, at 
Toronto, and now received the endorsation of No. 209. 

At the meeting of 14th October, 1851, the secretary announced 
that the warrant for Ingersoll lodge. No. 226, had been received. From 
the minutes of the meeting held on 12th November it appears that 
there was considerable difference of opinion as to the ritual used by 
the lodge, for at that meeting Bro. Francis proposed 

" that the ceremony of the third degree be in future conducted strictly in 
accordance with tisage of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, as communicated 
through the Depy. Grand Sect, to the Sect, of this Lodge, and that it do 
commence this night on conferring the Sublime degree; after some discus- 
sion the W. M, suggested the propriety of postponing that subject to a future 
meeting, when a majority declared in favor thereof." 

At the meeting of 27th December, 185 1, Bro. Francis again ob- 
jected to the qualification of Bro. J. M. Bennett as W. M., he being 
proprietor of the house in which this lodge meets.'' According to 
the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Ireland the owner of a public- 
house, in which a Masonic lodge met, could not hold the position of 
W, M., and upon this the objection was based. Bro. Bennett, how- 
ever, explained that he was not the owner of the premises in which 
the lodge met, after which Bro. Francis expressed himself as satisfied 
and withdrew his objection. 

On the 3rd January, 1852, Bro. J. H. L. Askin was buried with 
Masonic honors, and on the T3th of the same month it was resolved 
that the lodge should visit Ingersoll for the purpose of instituting the 
new lodge in that place, in accordance with the request of the breth- 
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ren. At the regular meeting of loth February, a letter from Bro. 
Francis, praying that the ceremony of installation at IngersoU be in 
the form laid down by the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, 
was read. There was a difference of opinion as to the ritual used in 
the ceremony at Port Stanley, and some of the brethren were anxious 
that in consequence of certain important omissions in the ceremony 
recently performed," a deputation of qualified past masters should 
again attend at IngersoU, but a resolution was passed to the effect 
that " in the opinion of this lodge the lodge at IngersoU is properly 
installed.'' At the same meeting it was arranged that an emergency 
should be held so as to secure one uniform sj^stem of working in con- 
formity with the regulations of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. There 
is no record, however, that any action was taken at the emergency, 
which was held on the loth March, 1852, but at the meeting of 37th 
April the subject of establishing a uniform plan of work similar to 
that used by the Grand Lodge of Ireland was discussed, and it was 
resolved that the knocks as communicated to us by the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, relative to the several blue degrees shall be hence- 
forth adopted by this lodge and no other.'* 

There appears to have been some confusion in the minds of the 
members as to the proper mode of calling up the officers of the lodge, 
for Bro. Abbott moved, seconded by Bro. Stone: 

'* That on the call to order by the knock of the W. M. each officer and 
member present shall take their place In the Lodge, when it shall be the duty 
of the Deacons (the Degree being signified by the particular knocks apper- 
taining to the same) to receive from each Bro. present the password and grip, 
and in communicating the same to the W. M. the Lodge shall proceed to 
work in due form," 

At the meeting- of 25th May, 1852, there was read a connmunica- 
tion from the members of the Sons of Temperance/' requesting the 
lodge to turn out in procession with that body, but this the lodge 
declined to do, stating, however, that members of the lodge belong- 
ing to the temperance societies would appear with them. The election 
of officers took place at this meeting. 

On the 24th June, 1852, the secretary read a communication 
from Middlesex lodg-e, No. 2TT, Port Stanley, stating that the brethren 
of the lodge could not be present on St. John's day with their brethren 
of 209, as arrano^ements had been made for the celebration of the day 
at Port Stanley. The lodg-e 

then marched in procession to the Mechanics' Institute, where an ad- 
dress was delivered by Bro., the Rev. Magill, the Lodge being changed 
to the first or E. A. degree, after which a Lodge of refreshment was called 
by the proper officers, when the Brethren met in the dining-room of the 
Robinson House, where the delicacies of the season were spread in profusion 
to please the taste and satisfy the appetite, of which all present partook with 
pleasure, and true masonic peace, love and harmony prevailed, until ten 
o'clock, when the Brethren being called to Labor, assembled in the Lodge 
room, and having closed in due form separated with a pleasing prospect that 
our future meetings may be begun, continued and ended in the same truly 
Masonic spirit/' 

The brethren of No. 209 had been invited to assist the brethren 
of Middlesex lodgre. No. 211, Port Stanley, in laying the foundation 
of the new county building-s at that place on the 13th inst. The invi- 
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tation was accepted, and the secretary was ordered to prepare a roll 
of the names and number of the lodge and its officers together with 
the names of every member who attended on that occasion, to 
deposit the same in the stone." On the morning of the visit, the 13th 
July, 1852, the lodge opened at seven o'clock, and the minutes state: 

At eight o'clock the members assembled in their respective vehicles 
at the Robinson Hall, preceded by a six-horse coach conveying the band 
of the Royal Artillery, stationed here, and proceeded pursuant to resolu- 
tion of last meeting to St. Thomas, where the usual ceremony of laying a 
corner stone was conducted by Bro. W. D. Hale, W. M. of Middlesex Lodge, 
211, in presence of a very numerous assembly of the craft from all quarters, 
and a vast multitude of spectators, after which an appropriate address was 
delivered by the officiating W. M., which was followed by several others 
from gentlemen of distinction; at four o'clock the Brethren assembled at Bro. 
Thomson's hotel at St, Thomas, where upwards of 70 sat for dinner and at 6 
o'clock separated, and this Lodge proceeded home, having arrived about 9 
o'clock proceeded to the Lodge Room." 

On the 20th August the brethren interred the body of the late 
Joseph Robinson with Masonic honors. After the meeting held on 
the 14th September, 1852, the lodge adjourned for refreshments to 
the hall of the IMechanics' Institute, when a handsome Past Master's 
jewel, which had been imported from Ireland/' was presented to W. 
Bro. James Daniell at a public service in the large hall of that building. 

At the meeting of 9th November, 185:2, it was resolved to appoint 
a committee to consider the propriety of engaging rooms in the Royal 
Exchange building. An emergent meeting was held on the 12th of 
the same month to consider this matter. The proposal was that St. 
George's lodge should rent and occupy lodge rooms in the Royal Ex- 
change building. The committee reported against the proposal, but 
recommended that St. George's lodge be allowed to use the lodge 
room furniture of No. 209 free of all charge for one year, and that a 
joint stock company be formed, the shares to be £5 each. A sub- 
scription list for shares was then presented to the lodge. Already 
some thirty shares had been subscribed for and 67 additional shares 
were taken up by the members and 20 shares by the lodge. 

Bro. Daniell proposed, seconded by Bro, Moffat, that the Metho- 
dist ground, on Richmond street, be the site decided upon for the 
building, provided that the same could be purchased for £16, los. per 
foot, if a sufficient amount of stock be taken up to justifj^ the outlay, 
and that Bros. Barker, Daniell, Bennett, Abbott, Wilson and Hyman 
be a committee to negotiate for the same. 

Another emergency was held on the i6th November, at which 
seven brethren were present, but being unable to enter the lodge 
room, the key being absent, the lodge did not open, but resolved into 
a committee of the whole,'' Bro. Wilson, a member of the committee, 
reported regarding the lot on Richmond street that he had had an in- 
terview with the church trustees relative to the terms, which were 
£t6 per foot, one-third down and the balance in two annual instal- 
ments for not less than 49 feet. It was resolved that, on account of 
sufficient stock not having been subscribed and the terms of the pay- 
ment being too short, the proposal be abandoned. A motion, how- 
ever, was made by Bro. Wilson to the eflFect that a committee be ap- 
pointed to call upon the warden of the county, to ascertain the terms, 
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upon which what was known as the Hughes property might be pur- 
chased for the lodge. At the meeting held on the 33rd November, 
1852, this committee reported, recommending the purchase of a 
brick store on Dundas street from the County Council for the pur- 
pose of a lodge room, the price to be eight hundred pounds.'' The 
subject, however, was laid over until the next meeting. At this meet- 
ing the secretary read a letter from Bro. Kerr, of Hamilton, request- 
ing the attendance of the officers of No. ^09, for the purpose of in- 
stalling the officers of the Irish lodge of that city, but the lodge de- 
termined that, as the distance was great and the roads bad, 

this lodge suggest the propriety of procuring officers from Toronto for 
the purpose of installation, but that in the event of such not being procured 
Bro. McDowell or some other Past Master of this Lodge would attend." 

On the 24th December, 1852, the lodge attended the funeral of 
the late Bro. Code. On the 27th of the same month the installation 
of officers for the ensuing year took place, Bro. J. M, Bennett occupy- 
ing the chair. The meeting had been called for noon. The W. M. 
decided that the Royal Arch brethren were entitled to be present at 
the coming ceremony, together with the past masters of the lodge. 
This decision was given on the principle that a virtual past master 
in the Royal Arch chapter liad the same rights and privileges as an 
actual past master. Bro. xA^bbott, however, dissented from the deci- 
sion of the W. M. and asked permission to retire Vvith the other mem- 
bers, having stated to the lodge that he knew the course adopted to 
be unconstitutional. The W. M. appears to have had his own way 
and the installation was proceeded with. 

At the meeting of iith January, 1853, it was resolved to cele- 
brate the St. John's festival of T3ecember by a ball, to be held on the 
9th February, for which the tickets were to be £1 each, and the breth- 
ren from the outlying lodges were to be invited. There is no record 
that the ball ever took place. 

On St. John's da^^, the 24th Jtme, 1853, the lodge held its meeting 
at the lodge room in St. Thomas and installed the officers of lodge 
No. 232, after which they proceeded to church, where they listened 
to an appropriate sermon from Bro. Street, after which they dined at 
Bro. Thompson's hotel and returned home in the evening. 

On the 9th August, 1853, another ef¥ort was made to secure a 
new lodge room, and a committee was appointed to confer with St. 
George's lodge for the purchase of a lodge room, 50 ft. square, on 
Dundas street.'' On the ist November, at an emergent meeting, this 
committee reported that they had communicated with the committee 
of St. George's lodge, relative to the purchase of this ground, and a 
letter was read from W. Bro. Thomas Wilson, the W. M. of that lodge, 

** notifying this lodge that a committee of two was appointed by St. 
George's lodge and requesting this lodge to appoint two to act as a Board 
of Trustees, said four members when appointed to nominate a fifth, and pro- 
posing shares to be taken at £to each," 

At the meeting: of the 8th November the matter was ag-ain dis- 
cussed and the report of the building: committee considered, but no 
further action was taken, as the committee of St. George's lodge was 
not present. On the 29th of the same month a commitnication was 
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read from King Solomon's lodge No. 22, Toronto, embodying- resolu- 
tions of that lodge to convene a meeting at Hamilton on the 24th, for 
the purpose of forming an independent Grand Lodge for Canada. W. 
Bro. James Daniell was nominated and appointed a delegate to repre- 
sent the lodge at this Masonic Convention. The subject of petition- 
ing the Grand Lodge to appoint a Provincial Grand Lodge in Can- 
ada was also discussed, but, as this was to be the principal topic of 
discussion at the proposed convention, Bro. Daniell said that, in that 
event no positive action will be taken by the convention in relation 
thereto, without the sanction of the several lodges represented." 

This was followed by a motion of Bro. Abbott to the effect that 
in the opinion of this lodge it is not expedient to establish a Grand 
Lodge in Canada, whereby a separation from the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland would be the inevitable result.''" This motion was lost. At 
the meeting of 13th December, 1853, ^ report of the committee of the 
Masonic Convention at Hamilton was received and read. 

In February of 1854 the lodge decided that as one of the orphan 
children of Bro. Hamilton, who died some ^^ears previously had been 
neglected and not properly clothed or schooled, the child should be 
removed from the person in whose care she had been placed, and two 
pounds be granted for her benefit. 

On the 13th June, 1854, it was decided to celebrate St. John's 
day in conjunction with St. George's lodge, by a dinner at the Royal 
Exchange, and again on the 27th December, 1854, No. 209 joined 
their brethren of St. George's lodge in celebrating the festival of St. 
John, the Kvangelist. 

The minutes of this period are brief and unsigned. The lodge 
was occupied principally with degree work. On the 27th March, 
1855, a proposal to subscribe to the Patriotic Fund " was considered, 
and at the following meeting on the loth April, 1855, the sum of £25 
was granted for that purpose. 

At this meeting the committee in connection with the formation 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada reported, whereupon it was resolved 
that No, 209 should be re]:>resented at the next meeting of the con- 
vention by three delegates, and at the meeting of 13th April it was 
resolved that the expenses of these three delegates should be paid 
from the funds of the lodge. 

At the meeting of 8th May, 1855, it was proposed by Bro. Mc- 
Mullen, seconded by Bro. Allen, that the master and wardens of the 
lodge proceed to Hamilton as delegates to the Convention, and that 
as many P.M.'s as could attend should be requested to accompany 
the brethren named, and that such delegates be instructed to vote 
in the affirmative on the third proposition, viz.: that we declare our- 
selves independent and form a Grand Lodge of Canada." 

On the loth July, 1855, the W, M., S. W. and W. Bro. Abbott, 
P. M., were constituted delegates to attend the Masonic Convention 
to be held at Niagara on the 19th of the month. The Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West was meeting at Niagara, and it was 
after the action of the Provincial Grand Lodge that the Convention, 
which led to the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada, was de- 
cided upon. 

At the meeting of 9th October, 1855, it was the unanimous desire 
of St. John's lodge to be represented at the Masonic Convention to 
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be held at Hamilton on to-morrow, with a view of adopting all con- 
stitutional means which may tend to the establishment of a Grand 
Lodge for the united provinces of Canada/' It was further resolved 
that " Bros. Daniell, Mofifatt and Abbott be authorized to represent 
this lodge as delegates to the Masonic Convention at Hamilton to- 
morrow." 

On the 13th November, 1855, at the regular meeting, the com- 
mittee appointed to attend the Convention at Hamilton reported to 
the effect that they had affiliated with the newly formed Grand Lodge of 
Canada. It was then moved by Bro. Daniell, seconded by Bro. Dunn, 
that a committee of three be appointed by the W. M. to draft resolu- 
tions to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, notifying that Grand Lodge 
that St. John's lodge, 209, had ceased to work under their jurisdic-* 
tion. It was further resolved that a statement of all dues which should 
belong to the Grand Lodge of Ireland be made out, and the amount 
of same transmitted. At the meeting of 27th November, 1855, it was 
resolved 

That this lodge, feeling the great necessity for having in Canada an 
independent Masonic Grand Lodge, through which business will be speedily 
and satisfactorily transacted, approve of the establishment of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, and hereby pledges itself to use every exertion to aid the brethren 
connected with it in maintaining the position they have assumed, feeling that 
they have acted constitutionally, and are actuated only by a desire of bene- 
fitting the fraternity/' 

It was also resolved that the Grand Lodge of Ireland be served 
with a notice that this lodge has ceased to work under their juris- 
diction, and that a copy of the foregoing resolution be without delay- 
forwarded to the Grand Lodge of Ireland/' It was also moved and 
seconded that 

* The Brethren of this Lodge. ha\ ing harmoniously worked for many 
3'ears under the warrant granted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, would feel 
very much on parting with it, the more particularly as it will tend from time 
to time to remind them of the many difficulties the noble Masonic pioneers 
of this Western Canada, many of which being now no more, had to contend 
with in permanently establishing Masonry in London. Therefore, be it re- 
solved that the Grand Lodge of Ireland be respectfully requested to permit 
the warrant to remain among us to be kept in the Lodge. Carried." 

In order to show that there was no tmfriendly feeling: on the part 
of the membership, it was also moved and seconded. 

That the determination of this Lodge to withdraw from its connection 
with the Grand Lodge of Ireland has not arisen from any unfriendly feeling, 
but solely from a knowledge of the fact that without the establishment of an 
independent Grand Lodge in Canada, the usefulness of the order, which all 
good Masons desire, will in this province be materially diminished and its 
progress very much retarded." 

At the meeting of nth December, 1855, it was decided to send 
the sum of ii2 to the Grand Lodge of Canada for the purchase of 
new regalia. At the meeting of iSth February, 1856, the secretary 
was directed to communicate to the Grand Secretary of Canada that 
the dispensation had been received. This was the dispensation from 
the newly organized Grand Lodge, and on its receipt the lodge, No. 
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209, on the registry of the Grand Lodge of Ireland ceased to exist and 
assumed the No. 14 issued by the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The further history of this lodge will be fovtnd in that portion 
devoted to the lodges forming the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

Members of St. John's Lodge, No. 2og, G.R.I., London, 1842-55, 

1842, — (aj Jas. McFadden, Samuel Peters, W.M., Andrew McCormick, 
Jeremiah H. Joyce, S.W., Wm. Gunn, J.W., Jas. Farley, Sec'y, A. S. Armstrong, 
Treas., George Code, S.D., Fred, Cleverly, J.D., Hy. Groves, Hugh Falconer, 
Jas. McFadden. Hugh Block, Jno. McDowel, Jas. McDowel, David Coombs, 
Wm. Balkwell, Jno. Norval, Wm. Lee, Jacob Sinclair, I. N. Baker, Thos. 
Fraser, Jno. Balkwill, Thos. Keirr, Jno. H. L. Askin, Robt. Abernathy, Wm. 
Till, Geo. James Lee, Jno. Mabson, Geo. Heyworth Hackstaff, Adam J. Ste- 
phens. Wm. Gordon. 1843. — Wm. Jones Geary, Peter Gaudy, N. Harvy, (a.) 
John Brov^n, Samuel Robbins, Jno. N. Hardy, Jno. Keary, (a.) — . Tankerd, 
(a.) — . Gilbert, (a.) Wm. Gray, (a.) Jno. Geary, Jno. Keary, (a.) Hy Van 
Buskirk, (a) Peter Lesham, (a.) Allen Cameron, Wm. V. Griffiths. 1844. — 
Wm. Fry, (a.) E. E. Dunscombe, James Bell Lundy, (a.) Thos. Gridley, Wilson 
Mills, Edw. N. Sayers, Jno. Gray, Wm. Clendenning, Dr. Jno. T. Leavers, 
W. H. Abbott, Duncan McKenzie, Herbert A. L. Dixon, James Crawford. 
Arch. Keir, H. G. A. Allen, W. R. McDonald, S. J. Evans, Robt. Carfrae. 
J. W. B. Rivers, D. Watson, D. Rattle, R. W. Traviss, (a.) Joshua Putnam, 
(a.) P. Schram. 1845- — S. T. Probett, Jas. Young, Wm. Riley, Robt. Mack, 
(a.) Jas. Daniell, Patrick Feeny, Jacob L. Clear, Donald McKenzie, — . Gains, 
(a.) — . Drake, Francis Stanley, Coote Stanley, (a.) — . Poite, (a.) — . Robb. 
1846. — Patrick Kennedy, Jno. H. Allinson, Thos. Christie, Hy. x^lex. Danby, 
Wm. Moore, Wm. Scott. 1S47. — Geo. Gowanlock, F. W. Reid, Jas. William- 
son, (a.) Jno. Ward, (a.) J. Watson, Chas. Bruce Hewitt. 1848.— Thos. Powell. 
Thos. Francis, Wm. Patterson. 1849. — James Greenfield, Wm. Hoskin, Samuel 
Levi, Geo. W. Harper, Joseph Robinson, James Marcus Bennett, Jno. Furs- 
man, Jos. F. Rolfe, Jno. Nellis, Thos. Scatcherd, Jno. Matthews, Thos. Has- 
kett, Daniel Lester, Kdw. Matthews. James Elliott, E. J. Parke, (a.) Dudley 
Merrills, (a.) Wm. McMillan, Wm. Miles, Jno. Wm. Kerr, (a.) Joel P. Doan, 
Daniel Sterling^, Wm. Barker, S. W. Adams, Alex. Campbell, Samuel P. Ayers, 
(a.) Jas. Moffat. 1850. — J. C. Crysler, A. G. Smyth, (a.) Wm. D. Hall, David J. 
Hughes, Hy. B. Bostwick, (a.) Thos. Darling, (a.)' Daniel Murphy, Jno. Camp- 
bell, John H. Davison, J. Henderson. J. T. Bald, Murdock McKenzie, Wm. 
Thos. Kiely, (a.) Rd. J. Evans, (a.) Wm. J. Geary, Jas. Patrick Dunn, Ellis 
W. Hyam, A. C. Stone, Joseph R. Bostwick, James Beard, (a.) John Fred. 
I^empright, Francis Magill, John Elliott. 1851. — Mack Burgess, David B. Burcb, 
fa.) — . Westcott, Wm. John Harper, Thos. Allen, Chas. Fralick, Herman 
Kordes, (a.) John Stewart, Merrill S. Ayers. 1852. — Peter Wychoff, Thos. 
McDonagh, Hugh McFee, W. B. Leather, Chas. P. Burch. 1853. — James 
Burgess, Wm. Daniell, F. B. Beddome, Wm. Hy. Niles, Thos. H. Ball, John 
Siddons, Edw. James Patterson, John Wesley Kermatt, John Phillips, Geo. 
Hy. Dalrymple, John McLean Warren, J. M. Graham. 1854. — Jno. W. Kerr, 
fa) Jno. keary, Wm. Hy. Job, (a.) — . Barnard, Jas. Hill Rowan, Robt, Wil- 
son, (a.) Angus Fraser, Moses Pettingale, John D, Tripp, fa.> Jno. Cameron, 
R. B. Recaby, Edw. Garrett, Alex. Johnston, Duncan McG. Askin. 1855. — 
(a.) S. W. Ezikiel, James McFadden, Murray Anderson, Geo. Bunker, Geo, 
W. Ashton, E. Gillett, Chas. F. Armstrong, Daniel Graves. F. B. Cornish. 
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ROLL OF OFFICERS OF ST. JOHN'S LODGE, No. 209, G.R. L, LONDON, 1842-55. 


Year. 


1842. 

1843- 
1844. 

1845. 
1846 . 

1847. 
1848. 

1849- 
1850. 
1851. 
1851 . 
1852 . 
1852 . 
1853. 

1853- 
1854. 

1854. 

1855- 


W. M, 


Sam'l Peters. . . . 
Sani'l Peters. 
Hu^h Falconer 
Joshua Putnam. 
Hugh F'alconer . 
Hug^h Falconer. 
A. S. Abbott . . . 
James Daniell.. . 
C. B. Hewitt . . 
James Daniell.. . 
Wm. Moore. . . . 
]. VI. Bennett.. . 

J. F Rolfe 

James Daniell,. . 
James Daniell.. 
James Daniell , 
James Daniell.. 
S. P. Ayres.. . . 


S.W. 


Jer. H. Joyce . . . . 
Jer H. Joyce . . . 
John McDowel . . 
John N orval. . . . . 
H. G. A. Allen. . 
H G. A Al en 
Robt Abernethy. 
Don McKenzie. . 
Wm. Moore 

D. J. Hughes 

Thos. Francis.. . . 
J. F. Rolfe 

E. W. Hyman. 
Wm. T. Harper. 

S P. Avers 

\l. Burgess .... 
J as. Moffat .... 
ias. Moffat 


J.W. 


Wm Gunn 

Wm Gunn 

Wm. Lee 

K. Richardson.., 

John Gray 

John Gray .... 
Don. McKenzie . 
Wm Moore .... 
Thos. Francis . . . 
Jas, M. Bennett.. 

J. F Rolfe 

E. W. Hyman. . . 
Wm. J. Harper. . 

S P. Ay res 

G. W. Harper. . . 

Jas Moffat 

John Christie .... 
Jno. I. McKenzie 


Chap. 


Wilson Mills. . 


Mathew McGill. 
Mathew McGill. 
Mathew McGill. 
Mathew McGill , 
James Daniell. . , 
Mathew McGill . 

M. McGill 

M. McGill. . . . 


Treas. 


A. S. Armstrong 
A. S. Armstrong 
John Brown. . 
John Brown. . 
A. S. Abbott. 
A. S. Abbott. 
Wm. Gordon . 
Wm. Gordon. 
Wm. Gordon . 
E. W. Hyman. 
E. W. Hyman. 
A. C. Stone . 
Thos. Allen. . 
Thos. Allen. , 
Thos. Allen . . 
Thos. Allen . . 
Thos. Allen. . 
Thos. Allen . . 


Year. 

Sec. 

1842 . . 

las. Farley 

1843 

John Norval 

T844. . 

Alex. 

Gordon. . . . 

1845- ■ 

Thos. 

Gidley .... 

1846. . 

Dun. 

McKenzie. . 

1847. . 

Dun. 

McKenzie . 

1848. . 

Thos. 

Gidley .... 

1848 

Thos. 

Gidley . . . 

1850. . 

A. S. 

Abbott . . . . 

1851 . . 

A. S. 

Abbott. . . . 

1851 . . 

A. S. 

Abbott . . . . 

1852. . 

A. S. 

Abbott . . . . 

1852. . 

A. S. 

Abbott . . . . 

1853. . 

A. S. 

Abbott ... 

1853. . 

A. S. 

Abbott ... 

1854. . 

A. S. 

Abbott . 

1854. . 

A. S. 

Abbott . . 

X855 

A. S. 

Abbott . . . 


S.D. 


Geo. Code 

Geo. Code . . . 
David Coombs. 
David Coombs . 
E. U. Sayers . . . 
E. U. Sayers . . . 


W. Till . . 
G. W^. Harper. , 
Dan, Lester . . . . 
J. M. Bennett.. . 
M Burgess ... 
Jas. Moffat . . . . 
G W Harper.. 
P. Wvckoff . . 
Jno. Christie . . 
S. P. Ay res. . . 
T. McDonogh. 


J.D. 


Fred. Cleverly. . . 
Fred. Cleverly. . 

J 'S. Gaudy 

E. U. Sayers . . . . 
S. T. Probett. . . 
S 1*. Probett. . . 


Thos, P'rancis.. . . 

John Nelles 

A. G. Smyth 

R. J. Evans 

W. J Harper... 

D. Lester 

Thos, Scatcherd 
W, B. Leather . . 
W. B. Leather. 
John Siddons . . . . 
Jno. W. Kerr.. . 


Inner Guard. 


D. O'Reilly. 
D. O'Reilly. 


Jas. Moffat. 


John Christie . . 


John Christie. 


Tyler. 


Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob LeClear. 
W. V. Griffiths. 
Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob LeClear, 
Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob LeClear. 
Jacob LeClear, 
Jacob LeClear, 
Jacob LeClear. 
T. F.McMullen. 
Jno. Keary. 


CHAPTER XCI. 

Lodge. No. 211, Grand Registry of Ireland, at Port Stanley, 
Township of Yarmouth, County of Elgin, 1851-8. 

Port Stanley is a town at the mouth of Kettle Creek, in the town- 
ship of Yarmouth, county of FJq^in. The creek runs into Lake Erie. 
The town is nine miles south of St. Thomas. 

There is but little trace of the work of this lodge. It was war- 
ranted bv the Grand Lodg^e of Ireland on the 3rd October, 1851. with 
William 'Dundas Hale as W.M., David Thompson. S.W.. and Henry 
B. Bostwick, J.W. 
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The lodge surrendered its warrant on the 12th June, 1858, and 
a dispensation was granted by M. W. Bro. W, M. Wilson for the 
Grand Lodge of Canada in July, 1858, for a new lodge to be known as 
St. Mark's lodge. This lodge was represented at the third annual 
communication of the Grand Lodge at Toronto by Bro. T. Wilson. 
The Grand Secretary's account shows the issue of a warrant in 1858 
to St. Mark's lodge. No. 53, as the successor of No. 211. 

The membership of the new lodge was that of No. 211, and its 
work will be found in the chapter devoted to the history of the separ- 
ate lodges of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 


CHAPTER XCII. 

King Solomon's Lodge. No. 222, Grand Registry of Ireland, 
City of Toronto, County of York, 1847-55. 

One has to retrace one's steps on the Masonic roadway when 
attempting to write the history of a lodge that, without giving it undue 
prominence, is entitled to the credit of making the first move towards 
the autonomy of the Craft in the jurisdiction of Canada West and 
Canada East. Previous to 1841 the provinces were known as Upper 
and Lower Canada respectively. 

Two other lodges of Irish obedience, viz.: St. John's, No. 209, 
London (1841), and St. John's, No. 159, at L'Orignal, Canada West 
(1844), were warranted by Ireland prior to the formation of King 
Solomon's, No. 22:2, in 1847. So that the Irish lodge at Toronto was 
the third on the roll of a list of lodges, nearly all of which, more or 
less, did their share in bringing the Craft in Canada from the obscurity 
which all the lodges of the jurisdiction occupied as organizations 
under the control of sovereign bodies three thousand miles distant. 

In 1845 there was a period of unusual Masonic activity in To- 
ronto. The third Provincial Grand Lodge under England had been 
formed in August at Hamilton. The two Irish lodges at London and 
L'Orignal had not taken any part in its formation, but were quietly 
awaiting the turn of events, which might possibly eventuate in the 
formation of an independent organization for the jurisdiction. They 
all had vivid recollections of the work of R. W. Bro. Charles Dun- 
combe in 1836 at London, when an attempt was made to form an 
independent Grand Lodge. 

There were in Toronto in 1840-50 a large number of north of 
Ireland Craftsmen, many of whom had migrated from the old land 
between 1842-45. Prominent amongst these was W. Bro. William 
Cassidv, a past master of Union lodge. No. 105, at Tandragee, a 
small Irish town of twelve hundred population, situated in the county 
of Armagh, and three miles south-west of Gilford. Bro. Cassidv was 
a civic official, and one of the officers of the county gaol at Toronto. 
He was a typical Irishman and possessed all the energv and social 
characteristics of the brethren of the green isle. In his private life 
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he was a careful and prudent man, a good citizen and popular with 
all who knew him. 

The question of establishing- a lodge in Toronto under the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland had been discussed for months in 1845, The 
brethren who had determined to take part in the proposed lodge were 
unaffiliated Masons. They had visited many of the lodges of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge under Kngland, but had not gone so far as to 
cast in their lot with the brethren who held fealty to the Grand Lodge 
of Kngland. 

Accordingly, they revived the memories of many a St. John's 
day in Ireland b^' assembling in an informal manner at the Tyrone 
Tnn on Queen street west, opposite Sayer, now Chestnut street, To- 
ronto. This house was kept by John Trueman, another Irish brother 
who was anxious to see the new lodge organized. There were six 
present at this meeting, viz.: Bros. John Trueman, Richard Breth- 
weight, David Hopkins, Robert Moore, John McLaughlin, and Wil- 
' Ham Cassidy. The latter presided. He spoke of the desire of the 
brethren from Ireland for a lodge, and said that if all were agreeable 
a petition could be drawn up and sent to the Grand Lodge at Dublin, 
and that he had no doubt a favorable reply would be received. 

With a view, however, of securing a large attendance, it was 
determined to postpone definite action, and the meeting was accord- 
ingly adjourned until a later date. In the latter part of January of 
the year 1846 the adjourned meeting was held at the Tyrone Inn, and 
at this meeting Bros. Trueman, Hopkins, Brethweight, Moore and 
McLaughlin were present. It was determined to apply for a warrant 
from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Kngland in Toronto, and if that 
request were unsuccessful then to make application to Ireland. 

Bros. Trueman, Hopkins and William Cassidy were elected a 
deputation to wait upon V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, the Grand 
Secretary of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West under Kng- 
land. Bro. Richardson was duly notified, and, at an hour appointed, 
received the deputation at his place of business, on the south side 
of King street east, a few doors east of Yonge street. Bro. Cassidy, 
on the part of the deputation, informed Bro. Richardson that they 
came as a deputation from a number of Freemasons in Toronto, 
who had been under the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and who were de- 
sirous of obtaining a warrant to hold another Craft lodge in Toronto, 
and that as he, Bro. Richardson, was Provincial Grand Secretary, 
the delegation wished to know whether, if a petition were presented 
in due form, he would sanction the request, and recommend the same 
to the Provincial Grand Master. 

Bro. Richardson listened to the request, and stated that he would 
have to decline to recommend the issue of the dispensation, for the 
reason that the lodges then in existence in Toronto were suflficient 
for Masonic purposes. 

The brethren were not disheartened by this refusal, and arrange- 
ments were made for a third meeting of the Irish brethren for the sec- 
ond Thursday in February, 1846, which also took place at the Tyrone 
Inn. The delegation reported the result of the conference with the 
Provincial Grand Secretary. His refusal was discussed, and as the 
brethren felt that no effort in that direction would be successful, they 
resolved to prepare a petition to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, praying 
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for a warrant to empower the petitioners to meet as a regular lodge, 
to be named King Solomon's lodge of Toronto. When the petition 
was drafted each brother produced his certificate, and, as the memo- 
randa of the meeting state: 

We examined each other and found all correct and in good standing 
and regularly registered Master Masons in the Grand Lodge books as our 
certificates show. I vouch for them all. As we had the prosperity of the 
Craft at heart we were willing to use our best endeavours to promote and 
diffuse the true principles of Masonry/' 

Another reason for the proposed lodge was that political feeling 
in Toronto ran rather high at this period, and as Bro. Cassidy said, in 
some of the Toronto lodges men, whose characters stand unsullied, 
and who were cjualified in every other particular to be initiated in 
any Masonic lodge were rejected for their political principles." 

A draft petition was then signed by Bro, John Trueman, who 
was to be the W. M.; Andrew Brethweight, S. W. ; David Hopkins, 
J.W., and Bro. William Cassidy, secretary, with John McLean, James 
Kennedy and Andrew McKlrea, three Master Masons, seven in all. 
The petition was then forwarded to Ireland, to the care of Bro. Hiram 
Cassidy, a brother of William Cassidy, and then the master of lodge 
No, 105, at Tandragee. A request was made that the petition be re- 
commended by the brethren of that lodge, and also that lodges Nos. 
79 and 82 be asked to attach the seal of their respective lodges, the 
petition then to be forwarded to the Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland in Dublin. During the summer of 1846 the peti- 
tion passed through the hands of the lodge at Tandragee, was duly 
endorsed, and in July of that year sent to Dublin, and on the 8th Sep- 
tember, 1846, a letter was received from Bro. George Rankin, the 
Assistant Deputy Grand Secretary of Ireland, stating that the peti- 
tion of the brethren at Toronto had been laid before the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, that the prayer of the petition had been granted, and that 
a warrant, No. 222, was ordered to be issued on the receipt of £7 ster- 
ling. Bro. Rankin's letter, which was dated August 15th, T846, was 
as follows : 

Masonic Office, 
Commercial Build'g, Dublin. 

Aug. 15th, 1846. 

Sir and Brother: I beg to inform you that the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
has ordered the warrant you applied for to be ifsued, to hold a Lodge of 
Freemasons in Toronto, Canada West. You will, therefore, please remit the 
sum of Seven pounds sterling, the cost of the warrant, including the Book of 
Constitutions, and the Warrant shall be forwarded to you. The earliest No. 
we have at disposal is 222, all the numbers senior to it having been taken in 
consequence of the great revival which has recently taken place in Masonry in 
this country, and the conseciuent great number of new Warrants which have 
been lately ifsued. We have 3 lodges at present working in Canada West, 
viz: No. 159, Hawkesbury; 209, London, and 283, Kingston, besides several 
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. When you write let me know by what 
means I shall convey to you the Book of Constitutions, as it would be very 
expensive to send it by post. 

I am. Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 

for John Fowler, 

Mr. Wm. Cassidy, Geo. Rankin. 

Toronto. "D. G. Sec'y, 
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W. Bro. Wm. Cassidy, First W. M. of King Solomon's Lodge, 

No. 222, I. R. 

The brethren immediately remitted the £7 required, but it was 
not until the 3rd Februar3^ 1847, that the document was made out, 
and, therefore, it did not reach Toronto until 25th March, 1847. The 
letter accompanying the warrant was as follows: 

Freemasons' Hall. 

Dublin, Feby. 4, 1847. 
Sir & Brother: I received yours of ^6th October last enclosing a Bill for 
Eight pounds, and have now the pleasure to send you the Warrant, No. 222, 
together with a copy of the Laws contained in the Ahiman Rezon. AH new 
laws made since that book was published you will find in the Circular, which 
I have enclosed. As you have been Master of a Lodge you, of course, can 
act as one on the occasion of installing the Masters & Officers, but it will 
be necefsary for you to get the afsistance of 2 more Masters or Past Masters, 
if possible, & I think you can have no difficulty in procuring them, as there 
is an English Lodge in Toronto whose members I have no doubt would 
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afsist you. We have a lodge in Kingston, No. 283, but I suppose it is too 
great a distance to expect any of its qualified members would come to you. 
I shall send the Ahiman Rezon as you directed. 

Yours faithfully, 

for John Fowler, 

D. G. S. 
Geo. Rankin. 

Mr. Wm. Cafsidy. 
Toronto- 

The lodg-e had arranged to rent three rooms in Bro. John True- 
man's inn. The f^oor plan shows the location of these rooms. The 
engraving shows the building as it stood from 1847 to 1880. The 
lodge room was fitted up with plain but substantial furniture, and 
on the second Thursday in April, 1847, a preliminary meeting was 
held, at which were produced the warrant, letters and circulars from 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and arrangements were made to provide 
jewels for the lodge, working tools and other equipments in connec- 
tion wath the work. It was also decided to invite a number of the 
past masters of St. Andrew's lodge to assist in the installation of the 
worshipful master and the constitvition of the lodge on the 24th June, 
1847. 

This meeting was held on the festival of St. John the Baptist, 
and a deputation from St. Andrew's lodge, consisting of W. Bros. 
Robt. McClure, Donald McLean, Thos. Forsyth and Bro. Muirfield, 
was present to instal the officers and assist in the ceremonies of the 
day. Bro. John Trueman, whose name had been signed to the 
original petition, was not installed W. M., from the fact that the rules 
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland disqualified any brother who kept a 
hotel or inn where a Masonic lodge met, from holding the office of 
master as long as the lodge met in his house. Bro« Brethweight, the 
brother who had been named as S. W., died before the arrival of the 
warrant, so that it was necessary, there and then, to nominate a new 
master, and the meeting being organized, it was resolved that W. Bro. 
William Cassidy be elected master of this lodge," This having been 
done, Bro. Robt. McClure, assisted by the three Past Masters^'of St. 
Andrew's, installed W. Bro. Cassidy, with David Llopkins as S. W. ; 
James Kennedy, as J. W. ; John Trueman, as Treasurer; Solomon 
Cassidy, as Acting-Secretary; Robt. Moore, as S. D, ; Andrew Mc- 
Klrea, as J. D. ; William Leonard, as I. G., and John McLaughlin as 
Tyler. The only business transacted was the receipt of petitions for 
affiliation from Bro. Solomon Cassid}^ Wm. Leonard and James 
Forsyth- 

It will be noticed that Bro. William Leonard became the inner 
guard of the lodge before he affiliated. 

The second Thursday in July, 1847, saw the second meeting of 
King Solomon's lodge. The brethren who had been proposed for 
affiliation were accepted, and the petition of Mr. Thomas Armstrong, 
merchant, of Yonge street, Toronto, was read and accepted. Bro. 
Armstrong was initiated in August, received his F. C. degree in Sep- 
tember, the sublime degree of a Master Mason in October, and was 
elected senior warden in the place of Bro. Hopkins, resigned, and in 
June of 1848 Bro. Armstrong was duly elected and installed as the 
second master of the lodge. 
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The third master of the lodge was W. Bro. Thomas Paul, who 
was installed on St. John's day, 1849, and who held the office for one 
year. 

During this period it was resolved to remove the lodge from the 
Tyrone Inn, and to become co-tenants of the room occupied by Ionic 



lodge in the upper floor of the building on King street east, known 
as the Wellington Buildings, and numbered 55 King street east (1856), 
owned by Messrs. Dixon & Son, hardware merchants. It is now 
70-72 King street east, Toronto. 

During the year 1850 the meetings of the lodge were well at- 
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tended. On the nth April, 1850, W. Bro, Kivas TuUy was proposed 
for affiliation, and on the 29th May he was duly accepted, and on the 
13^1^ June, 1850, he was elected master of the lodge by unanimous ' 
ballot. W. Bro. Tully had been master of Ionic lodge, and it was 
thought that the lodge would prosper under the guidance of such an 
experienced past master. 

At the meeting on St. John's da^^ in June, 1850, Bro. Charles 
Fitzgibbon, a son of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master of 1822-45, 
affiliated with the lodge. The ceremony of installation of W. Bro. 
Tully was performed by V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, who, 
during his active Masonic life, was an accurate and impressive Craft 
worker. Rro. Charles Fitzgibbon was elected secretary for the year, 
with Bro. George L. Allen as S. W., William Cassidy' as J. W.,'and 
John Carr as treasurer. 

Civic celebrations do not nowadays interfere with the govern- 
ment or meeting of Masonic lodges, but on August roth, 1850, the 
minutes state that 
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In consequence of the visit of the Mayor and Corporation of the City 
of Buffalo and other citizens of the said city, the W. M. was pleased to ad- 
journ the regular meeting until a future day.'' 

In December, 1850, suitable collars and regalia were procured 
for the officers of the lodge. In February of 1851 it was ordered that 
a box be made for the banner and jewels, and the same committee 
was ordered to provide fringe for the banner." This memorial of the 
lodge is still in its possession, and of it is given a good reproduction. 

The tyler of the lodge rendered himself liable for disci]>line at 
this meeting, for a complaint having been laid against him for neg- 
lect of the room, he was called in by the W. M. and reprimanded.'' 
The brethren had no hesitation whatever in seeing that every officer 
performed his duty. 

In March of 1851 it was determined to form a committee for the 
purpose of looking after applicants for relief, a feature which has al- 
ways been predominant in King Solomon's lodge. On the 12th June, 
the secretary was directed to write to the Deputy Grand Secretary 
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland asking for a dispensaticJn to hold pro- 
cessions and to sanction an excursion to Manchester, N.Y., to cele- 
brate the festival of St. John. This request must have been made on 
the principle that it would certainly be granted, because the excursion 
took place, and the brethren were royally entertained by Frontier 
lodge of Lewiston. 

Bro. Kivas Tully, who had been re-elected W. M., was installed 
by R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington. There was nothing remarkable in 
the histor}^ of the lodge in 1851. Many were initiated and a number 
affiliated. The attendance averaged from fifteen to twenty, and on 
festival days a large number of visiting brethren were present. In 
the autumn of that year a railroad celebration took place at Boston, 
at which a large number of the Craft from Montreal and Toronto were 
present. The brethren of Toronto, especially those of King Solomon's 
lodge, were so pleased that they passed a resolution of thanks, and 
forwarded a copy thereof, to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for 
the fraternal reception tendered to the brethren during the period of 
this celebration. 

On the 6th November, 1851, the by-laws were revised and amend- 
ed, and these were subsequently confirmed at a regular communica- 
tion on the 13th of the same month. The minute book of the period 
shows that twenty-eight members signed these by-laws. Of these 
M. W. Bro. Kivas Tully and W. Bro. Thomas Armstrong are the 
only remaining. The last signature is that of the late M. W. Bro. 
Daniel Spry. 

The festival of St. John, the Evangelist, was always an important 
event with the members of King Solomon's lodge, and the anniver^ 
sary in 185 1 was celebrated by about twenty-five brethren at a dinner, 
which took place at " Bro. Gilbert's on King street." 

That the reunion was a successful one is attested by the minutes, 
which state : 

The eatables and viands having^ been done ample justice to, the usual 
Masonic toasts were given with the usual honors/' 

The first record of a funeral in connection with the lodge is given 
on the 13th May, 1852, when the lodge followed to the grave the 
40a 
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remains of Bro. Leslie, whose name^ however, does not appear upon 
the roll of members. This brother had resided on Teraulay street. 

The procedure in connection with funerals was then somewhat 
difTerent from what it is today. On this occasion the lodge was open- 
ed in the three degrees, and after the funeral the members return- 
ed to the lodge room, when, the lodge being closed, they were 

then adjourned by the W. M. until the evening, when the regular com- 
munication was proceeded with/' 


The first objection to the excessive fees charged by the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland to its subordinate lodges is recorded in 1853. The 



Banner of King Soi.omon's Loix^f, No. 2.2 on the Irish 

Reotster, Toronto, 1847. 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA, 


action which led to this correspondence was the remission to Ireland 
of the annual return of the members of No. 22:2. In the letter sent 
with the return the master and secretary apologized for not having 
sent the return regularly, stating that circumstances prevented an ex- 
planation of apparent neglect. They also called the particular attention 
of the mother Grand Lodge to the amount of dues forwarded, and 
claimed that, as the money collected was in Halifax currency, the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland should be content to receive it in that cur- 
rency and not in sterling. They closed by asking the kind considera- 
tion of the Grand Lodge to the fact that King Solomon's was a colonial 
lodge; that they could not collect the scale of charges laid down by 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and that, therefore, under the circum- 
stances, they hoped that the difiference between currency and sterling 
would be remitted to the lodge. 

While this did not pomt directly to the formation of an inde- 
pendent Grand Lodge, even at this time there was a feeling that the 
lodges in Canada would not long continue to pay the heavy fees fixed 
by the mother Grand Lodge. 

The meetings during 1853 were very frequent, three or four some- 
times taking place in a month. In June, negotiations were carried on 
between a joint committee of St. Andrew^s and King Solomon's lodges 
for the purpose of arranging for the leasing of lodge rooms conjointly, 
rooms that would be more suitable for Masonic purposes than those 
which these two lodges were at that time occupying. After consider- 
able deliberation it was agreed to rent the upper floor in the brick build- 
ing on the north-west corner of Church and Court streets. This build- 
ing was subsequently occupied by the British America Assurance Com- 
pany. The upper floor, referred to, had been occupied by an organ- 
ization of Oddfellows as a meeting-place, and for lodge purposes 
therefore, was considered very comfortable. W. Bro. F. W. Barron, 
W.IVT., acted on behalf of St. Andrew's lodge, and W. Bro. Kivas 
Tully, W.M., on behalf of King Solomon's lodge, and it was agreed 
that as St. Andrew's lod^e possessed furniture suitable for the room, 
only one-third of the whole rent should be paid by that lodge. The 
expense of removing the furniture from St. Andrew's lodge room 
in the Masonic hall, on the north-east corner of Church and Colborne 
streets, was to be equally borne by the two lodges. In the event of 
renting the room to other lodges or chapters, two-thirds of the rent 
was to be handed to St. Andrew's lodge and one-third to King Solo- 
mon's lodge. The lease was to be in the names of the masters of the 
joint lodges, and the cost of fuel and other expenses should be borne 
in equal proportion. The rent of the room to other bodies was to 
be £to per year. The furniture, of course, having originally belonged 
to St. Andrew's lodge was to remain its property. 

This report was agreed to by the joint committee and forwarded 
to their respective lodges. St. Andrew's lodge adopted the report, 
and King Solomon's lodge agreed to all of it except the tenth para- 
graph, vvhich referred to the rent to be paid by St. Andrew's and St. 
John's chapters respectively for the use of the room. 

The discussion on the report took place at a meeting of King 
Solomon's lodge, held on the 24th Jtine, 1853, and from the rninutes 
it appears that King Solomon's lodge had during the negotiations 
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rented the room over the building on the north-west corner of Church 
and Court streets, and had made the proposition to St. Andrew's 
lodge. 

The report of the joint committee was amended by a number of 
conditions, which were not agreeable to St. Andrew's lodge, and, con- 
sequently, the arrangement was never carried out. St. Andrew's lodge 
remained in the building on the north-east corner of Church and Col- 
borne streets until the end of June, 1853, King Solomon's lodge 
rented the rooms in the building on the north-west corner of Church 
and Court streets. 

The last meeting of Kling Solomon's lodge in the Ionic lodge 
room in the Wellington Buildings was held on the 24th June, 1853, 
and a subsequent meeting was held on the 28th June, 1853, in the 
room of St. Andrew's lodge, on Church and Colborne streets, the use 
of that room having been offered them until they had arranged for 
suitable premises. 



Room of King Solomon's Lodge, No. 222, British America 
Assurance Building, N.-W. Corner of Church and 
Court Streets, August, 1853-AuGUST, 1855, 


At this meeting the lodge received resolutions from St. Andrew's 
regarding the joint leasing of rooms, these rooms being those over 
Alexander Hamilton's in Church street." These were the Church 
and Court streets rooms. No action seems to have been taken, al- 
though the adoption of the resolutions was moved and seconded by 
V. W. Bros. Tully and Fitzgibbon. 

No meeting appears to have been held in July, and on the nth 
August, 1853, King Solomon's lodge removed to the Masonic hall in 
Hamilton's buildings, where they continued to meet until October 2nd, 
when they removed to the upper floor of the Western Assurance 
building on the south-west corner of Church and Colborne streets. 

The year 1853 was a memorable one in the histor^^ of the Craft. 
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The demand for an independent Grand Lodge in Upper Canada was 
increasing. The Craft was making so much progress that Ma- 
sonic opinion strongl}^ favored the formation of a local governing 
body. This feeling permeated not only the lodges of the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland in Canada, but also those of the Grand Lodge of Hngland. 
The honor of taking" the first step towards the formation of an in- 
dependent Grand Lodge, belongs to King Solomon's lodge, for at the 
regular meeting of the lodge, held on the loth November, 1853, at 
which over forty members were present, it was proposed by V. W. 
Bro. Kivas Tully, P.M., seconded by Bro. Charles Fitzgibbon, S.W., 
and resolved 

ist. That considering the rapid increase of Lodges working under the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, being now ten in number, and the necessity which 
exists for having a ruling power in Canada West — it is desirable that a Con- 
vention, to be composed of the W. Masters, Past Masters, Senior and Junior 
Wardens of said Lodges, be held forthwith, to consult on the best means to 
be adopted for attaining the above object and for the benefit of the Craft 
generally in Canada West. 

2nd. That, owing to the lateness of the season, and for the greater con- 
venience of the Delegates from the several Lodges, it is advisable that the 
said Convention be held in Hamilton, on Thursday, the 24th of this month, at 
noon, and that a communication be forwarded to St. John's Lodge, No. 231, 
Hamilton, requesting the use of their lodge room for the purpose; and in 
order to give Masonic sanction to the proceedings of the said Convention, 
the W. Master of St. John's Lodge, No. 231, be and is hereby requested to 
call an Emergency of the Lodge on that day, there being nothing in the Con- 
stitution contrary to such a proceeding. 

3rd. That copies of the above resolutions be forwarded to the several 
Lodges working under the Irish jurisdiction in Canada West, requesting that 
the duly qualified Delegates, as above stated, attend the Masonic Convention, 
as matters of the utmost importance to the progress of Masonry in Canada 
West will be discussed." 

Circulars were prepared and sent to all the lodges subordinate to 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, including St. John's lodge, No. 2og, 
London; St. John's lodge. No. 331, Hamilton; St. John's, No. 286, 
York, on the Grand River; King Hiram, No. 226, IngersolL This 
convention, as we know, was held in Hamilton, on Thursday the 24th 
November, 1853. W. Bro. T. B. Harris, the W. M. of St. John's 
lodge, Hamilton, was chosen president, and Bro. R. C. McMuUen, 
of No. 222, Toronto, was appointed secretary, and, as is already 
known, it was decided to organize an independent Grand Lodge for 
Canada West. 

At a meeting held on the 8th December, 1853, a resolution was 
passed endorsing the establishment of another lodge under the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, Toronto, with the statement that King Solomon's 
lodge would recommend the mother Grand Lodge to grant such a 
petition, with the understanding that the good Masonic feeling which 
had always existed between members of King Solomon's lodge will not 
be interfered with." Nothing seems to have resulted from this reso- 
lution. 

On the i6th December, 1853, the report of the delegates to the 
convention held at Hamilton was considered and discussed, and the 
following resolution was passed: 
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That the Resolutions of the Convention held in Hamilton on Thurs- 
day, the 24th ult., having been fully discussed and considered by this lodge, 
the members, in open lodge assembled, are of opinion that with all due rever- 
ence for the M, W., the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and for the benefit of the 
Order generally throughout this Province, the recommendation of the Con- 
vention, for the establishment of an independent Grand Lodge for Canada 
West, is the most advisable course that could be adopted, and that the duly 
qualified delegates be requested to attend the adjourned Convention to be 
held m London, on Thursday, the 4th May, 5854, for the purpose of establish- 
ing the said Independent Grand Lodge." Carried unanimously. 

^'That the duly qualified delegates be instructed to direct the attention 
of the Convention to the importance of inviting the co-operation of the several 
Lodges working under the Knglish jurisdiction, in establishing an Indepen- 
dent Grand Lodge, as it is desirable that an unanimous action, m taking so 
important a step, should be cultivated as far as lies in the power of the Con- 
vention — with a due regard to the speedy settlement of the question/' Car- 
ried unanimously. 

It was ordered that copies of these resolutions should be sent 
to all the lodges in Canada West. A circular to the effect that at a 
meeting- of King Solomon's lodge these resolutions had been passed, 
and requesting the co-operation of the lodges in the contemplated 
objects, which are intended for the promotion of harmony and union 
among Freemasons in Canada West/' accompanied these resolutions. 

At the meeting held on the 13th April, 1854, a letter w^as read 
from the Grand Lodge of Ireland in connection with the action of 
the lodge and the proposal to form an independent Grand Lodge. 
This letter declined the proposition made to allow the formation of 
an entirely independent body, but permitted certain privileges over 
and above those possessed under the present system. It is scarcely 
necessary to state that this did not meet with the approval of the lodge, 
and the letter was ordered to be forwarded to the secretary of the con- 
vention, the adjourned meeting of which was to be held on the 4th 
May, 1854, with power to the delegates of the lodge to use their dis- 
cretion in the matter. 

The second convention of the delegates from the Irish lodges 
was held on the 4th May, 1854, when it was resolved that a committee 
be appointed to draft a constitution for the government of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, and that this committee should report at the 
adjourned meeting of the convention to be held in Hamilton at a 
later date, with V. W^ Bro. Thomas B. Harris, James J3anielL R. 
Henwood, Wm. Yotmg, Klisha Hall and V. W. Bro, Kivas Tully as 
the provisional committee, the first named brother being the president. 

The routine work during the year seems to have been preserved. 
On the 24th June, St. John's day, Bro. G. L. Allen, as a mark of ap- 
preciation from the lodge, was presented with an address and a past 
master's jewel and collar, and Bro. Charles Fitzgibbon was duly in- 
stalled as W. M. of the lodge, just thirty-two years after his father, 
R. W. Bro. James Fitzgibbon, had presided at a meeting within a 
few hundred 3^ards of the site occupied by Kinis^ Solomon's lodge. 

The convention referred to met at Hamilton on the 19th Octo- 
ber, and received the report of the committee appointed to draft the 
constitution. The\' were not agreed upon their report, and ad- 
journed to meet at Toronto on the gth November, 1854, when it was 
resolved : 
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" That the offer of a Provincial Grand Lodge by the Most Worshipful 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, leavinj^r the nomination of the Provincial Grand 
Master to this Convention, be accepted, provided that the Grand Lodge grant 
to this Grand Lodge the privilege of issuing warrants and certificates, re- 
taining the fees. A nominal value for such privilege to be fixed by the Most 
Worshipful Grand Lodge.*' 

It was also resolved : 

** That a statement of facts, showing why such powders are required to 
be submitted to the M, W. the Grand Lodge of Ireland*." 

In accordance w^ith this resolution W. Bros. Tully and Allen 
prepared a letter to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, to the effect that the 
rapid increase of lodges under the Grand Lodge of Ireland demanded 
a local governing body; that the difficulty experienced in correspond- 
ing with the Grand Lodge required more extended powers than 
usually granted; that the objection to remit fees for warrants and 
certificates, being a yearly amount sufficient to form the basis of a 
Benevolent fund, which is much required in this province, and that, 
should the prayer of this resolution be granted, it would cement the 
bonds of friendship and fidelity, and avoid the impending necessity 
of forming an independent Grand Lodge. This letter will be found 
in full in the chapter devoted to the formation of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada. 

In reply, W. Bro. Fowler, the Deputy Grand Secretary, stated 
that he could not recommend the M. W. the Grand Master to grant 
a Provincial Grand Lodge on any other terms than those usually 
granted, and with the prescribed powers granted to other Proviticial 
Grand Lodges. The Grand Secretary, however, was directed to assure 
the brethren of Canada West that the Grand Lodge deeply regretted 
the irregularity of correspondence, and that arrangements would be 
made to avoid such delay in future. 

This letter was also laid before King Solomon's lodge on the 
TOth May, 1855, and, after discussion, it was resolved that the dele- 
gates be instructed to advocate at the meeting at Hamilton, on the 
14th May, 1S55, united action with the Knglish lodges of Canada 
West, for the purpose of petitioning the Grand Lodges of Kngland, 
Scotland and Ireland for a separate Grand Lodge for the Province. 

The convention met at Hamilton on the 14th May, 1855, and 
appointed a delegation, consisting of Bros. Harris, IJaniell, Allen and 
McMullen, to urge united action in the erection of an independent 
Grand Lodge w^hile attending the meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, to be held at Niagara Falls on the 19th July. 

On the I2th May, 1855, a special resolution was passed, appointing 
Bros. Allen and Tully as a special delegation from King Solomon's 
lodge to attend the convention at Niagara Falls on the 19th July. 

During the year 1855 the lodge seems to have pursued the even 
tenor of its way. Candidates were initiated and Masonic work was 
carried on with a great deal of vigor. The minutes of the lodge show 
that the brethren were indefatigable in Masonic work, and that not 
only the fraternal but the social features as well were attended to. 

At a meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, 
held in July, 1855, at Niagara Falls, a motion for calling a meeting 
of the delegates was ruled out of order. This action of the Provincial 
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Grand Master, not meeting- with the approval of the Grand Lodge, 
the members who were favorable to an independent Grand Lodge, 
determined that, after the adjournment of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge a convention of delegates should be held at Hamilton on the 
second Wednesday in October, for the purpose of establishing- an in- 
dependent Grand Lodge. This convention included representatives 
who were of the Provincial Grand Lodge, and also of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland. On the 2nd October Bros. James E. Smith, 
George L. Allen, John McGee and E. R. O'Brien were appointed 
delegates to attend the convention at Hamilton, with instructions to 
vote in tavor of an independent Grand Lodge. 

At this meeting of King Solomon's lodge on 2nd October, 1855, 
it was moved by Bro. J. W. O'Brien, seconded by Bro. S. D. Pardy, 
in amendment to a motion appointing delegates to attend the con- 
vention at Hamilton on the loth inst. : 

That in the opinion of this lodge an independent Grand Lodge is requi- 
site for Masonry in this province so long as the same can be constituted and 
organized without a violation of the constitution." 

It is needless to say that this motion was lost. 

A convention was held in Alasonic Hall at Hamilton on the 
loth October, 1855, and at it there were present the representatives 
of forty-one lodges, V. W, Bro. Charles Magill, of Hamilton, acting 
as president, and V. W. Bro. T; B. Harris as secretary. After con- 
siderable discussion it was resolved: 

That the Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada be and is hereby 
formed upon the Ancient Charges and Constitution of Masonry." 

During the autumn of 1855 the members of the lodge discussed 
a proposition for the issue of debentures in order to pay for the furni- 
ture and other incidentals in connection with the lodge. There were 
forty debentures issued, the face value of each being X>6. 5s. currenc3^ 
They were payable in five years with interest at the rate of 6 per cent. 
These debentures were well known amongst the Masons of Toronto 
for some years. Some were redeemed and others were presented to 
the lodge. A fac-simile of one of these debentures duly cancelled is 
given. 

The minutes up to the end of August, 1855, show that the meet- 
ings of the lodge were " held in the Masonic Hall, Church street/' 
but on the iith October of that year the regular communication 
of King Solomon's lodge. No. 222, G.R.I., was held in the ante-room 
of the new Masonic Hall," on the south-west corner of Church and 
Colborne streets. This was the hall which the lodge occupied for 
many years in conjunction with Wilson lodge, and in which subse- 
quently the vmion of the two Grand Lodges, the Grand Lodge of 
Canada and the Ancient Grand Lodge, took place in 1858. The 
meetings were continued in the ante-room of the new Masonic hall 
until the 8th November, 1855, when the new hall adjoining was ready, 
and the first meeting- was held in the large room on the 13th Deceni- 
ber, 1855. 

At the time of its erection the building of the Western Assurance 
Company, in the upper floor of which King Solomon's lodge held its 
meetings, was considered one of the handsomest buildings in Toronto. 
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A Debenture of King Solomon^s Lodge for £6 5s. Duly 

Cancelled. 
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Even at this date it retains some of its old-time beauty. The entrance 
to the lodge room was on Colborne street. Four flights of stairs 
brought the brethren to the floor which contained the Craft hall. The 
room was not extensive in size, only 36 x 23, but it was handsomely 
furnished, with an elaborate carpet of Masonic design and oak furni- 
ture, the coverings being of blue leather, so that the hall for the period 
was considered very handsome. The ante-rooms and refreshment 
rooms were at the east end of the building, and at the west end of the 
floor was a lobby and an office not connected with the Craft room. 

On the 8th November, 1855, the delegates from Hamilton re- 
ported their action in voting for the organization of the independent 
Grand Lodge, and it was resolved that their report be received and 
adopted. It was, however, moved in amendment: 



Building, on the South-west Corner of Church and Colborne 
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" That while the members of S. L. express their confidence in the 

integrity and abiHty of the delegates chosen by this Lodge to the convention 
in Hamilton upon the subject of the establishment of an independent Grand 
Lodge, and also approve of their conduct in voting for the establishment of 
an Independent Grand Lodge for Canada, that this Lodge express their ear- 
nest desire that no movement be ultimately carried out by TC. S. L. of Toronto 
that will have th*" effect of disturbing our Masonic position with the Grand 
T^odges of the TJmted Kingdom." 

This motion was lost, but Bros. Tully, Fitzgibbon, J. W. O'Brien 
and John Mallocli requested their names to be entered as having 
voted against it. The action of these brethren may have been caused 
by the fact that they did not wish to sever their allegiance to their 
mother Grand Lodge. 

In the meantime the lodge had affiliated with the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, although it did not surrender its original warrant until 
1856. On the 19th December the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, CoL Mercer Wilson, visited the lodge, and the brethren 
^resented him with an address, in which it was stated that: 
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" As one of the foremost lodges who have voted for independence we feel 
proud of having the first opportunity of publicly acknowledging our Grand 
Master," 

The year 1856 opened with a meeting on the loth January, w^hen 
routine business and initiations occupied the brethren. An emerg- 
ency vv^as held on the i8th January, when it was moved by W. Bro, 
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G. L. Allen, seconded by Bro. Henry Miller, that the lodge immedi- 
ately apply to the Grand Lodge of Canada for a sub-warrant." This 
was carried. The term " sub-warrant " probably intended to signify 
a dispensation. On the 19th January the dispensation was received, 
and on the 3rd February, 1856, a warrant was issued for King Solo- 
mon's lodge, to be numbered 16 on the register of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada. On the renumbering of the lodges in 1858, King Solo- 
mon's lodge was given No. 2:2, which it has since retained. 

This concludes the history of King Solomon's lodge, No. 222, on 
the roll of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. Following is a list of its 
members: 


1847. 

a William Cassidy 
a David Hopkins 
Thomas Armstrong 

1848. 

John Carr 
a John Houstain 
a John A. Watkins 

1849. 
- Geo. L Allen 
a John Clark 

William Davis 
a V. P. Meyerhoffer 
a Samuel Nelson 
a William Steers 

George Wright 
a Samuel Wilson 

1B50 

Stedman B. C ampbell 


Thomas Catherwood 
John P . Dunn 
Richard Dempsey 
Arthur Dillon 
Charles Fitzgibbon 
Walter Oorham 
Patrick Gaul 
]ohn Higr.^ins 
tharles Harriath 
M. T. Hackett 
]ohn Hemohill 
Philip St. John Hill 
Charles Kahn 
George W. Morgan 
John F. Mosiman 
John Phillips 
Alfred Partridge 
jy. Mcl-ean 
Robert C. McMuUen 
George Russell 
Kivas Tully 
Isaac Aarons 


1851. 

Job Gardner Bass 
"Robert H. Bengough 

a Alex. Bnrnside 

a Wm. Clarke 
James El wood 
Joseph Hodgson 
W^illiam Harrison 

a John Kieller 
Thomas Lamb 

a Joseph Fyons 

a Louis Privat 

Henry P >r>plewell 
Charles McLeUan 
Edward B. Smyth 
George Shepp^rd 
John Worthington 
John Barr 

1852. 

Henry F. Bonchier 
William Campbell 
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a Solomon Isaac 

Abraham I.oman 

Lewis Marks 
a Henry Monk Mason 

Isaac Myers 

John M. McKay 
a McVicars 

Adam C. McCul lough 

Thomas Quinn 

Erastus Root 
a Joseph Skinner 
a H, J Smith 

James E. Smith 
a John Vickers 
a (Jeorge B. Wylie 
a A. E. Young 
a Thomas Paull 

Abraham Gorham 
a Usher A, Simod 

1853 

PhilHp Bender 
William B. Clarke, sr. 
James Clelland 
Francis M. Capuse 
Charles T>. Carmichael 
Frederick C. Capreol 
Charles F. Dei hi 
Alfio DeGrassi 
a J. W. Ezekiel 
Fred. C. Frazer 
Hugh Gibb 
James H. Gowan 
Herrmann Hersburgh 


Thomas M. Harrison 
Thomas Leach 
Isaac Merrick 
John Mnnro 
Edward R< O'Brien 
John Parkin 
Charles E. Romain 
Samuel Sherwood 
Joseph Stephazy 
Benjamin Switzer 
John Scott 
Thomas Sauleter 
John H. Weatherly 
Thomas McConkey 
John McGee 
John McMullen 
a — Owen 

1854 

Austin Abbey 

John Charlesworth 

William Cooke 

William H. S. Clarke 
a William Hackett 

Joseph Austin Foster 

James Grand 

WiUiam Grahann 

James Good 

Alex. Hamilton 

Aaron Loman 

William C. Morrison 

Tames George Miller 

William Hy. Miller 
a Robert Moore 


a Hyman Marcoso 
WiUiam H. Pardy 
Charles Perry 
Stephen W. Peck 
John McNamee 
John McDonell 
Peter Reilly 
Calvin P. Reid 
Alexander Rennie 
George B. Rousseau x 
James Smith 
W^illiam Stracban 

a Robert Turner 

1855 
Richard Arnold 
Wharton BrunskiU 
James R. Boyd 
Alex. W. DeGrassi 
Winneto DeGrassi 
John Coleman Griffith 
Henry John Gear 
Charles Edwin Holliwell 
Walter Telfer Kidd 
John Alallock 
George Wetting 
Thomas McCrosson 
Thomas T. Roe 
John Reardon 
Samuel Sykes 
Lawrence H Short 
Samuel J. Siiaw 
David \Vright 
Isaac Gowan 


OFFICERS OF KING SOLOMON'S LODGE, No. 22, G. R.C. . 1847-55, 


Master. 


W. Cassidy. P.M 
Thos, Armstrong 
Thos. Paul . . 
Kivas Tully . 
K.ivas Tully 
Geo. L. Alien 
Geo. L, Allen 
C. Fitzgibbon 
Jas. E Smith 


Sen. Waroen. 


David Hopkins 

Thos. Armstrong . . 

David Hopkins 

John Watkins 

Geo. L. Allen. ...... 

Geo. L. Allen 

Wm, Davis 

C. Fitzgibbon.. .... 

Jas, E. Smith 

John McGee 

Sen, Deacon. 

Robert Moore 

J. McLaughlin 

Rev. V. ^layerhoffer. 

John Philips ...... 

Chas. Kahn 

H, PopplewelL . . 

Jas. E. Smith. 

E. R. O'Brien. . 
W. H. Pardv 


JUN. Warden. 


Thos. Kennedy 

A McElrea 

W. Cassidy, P. M . . . 
W. Cassidy, P. M . . . 

Wm. Davis , 

C. Fitzgibbon 

!R. C. McMullen 

Tohn AlcGee 

E. R. O'Brien 


Trrasurer. 


John Trueman 
John Trueman 
John Trueman 

John Carr 

John Carr 

C. McLennan.. 
Louis Marks . . 
F. C, Capreol . 
Tames ( irand . . 


Secretary. 


S. Cassidy, P.M. 
S Cassidy, P M. 
(ieo. L. Allen.. . 
C. Fitzgibbon.. . 
R. C. McMullen. 

Wm. Clarke 

Wm. Clarke 

Wm. Clarke 

W. H Millar.. 


JUN. Deacon. 


A. McElrea 

R. Moore . 

John Housiain. 

D. Hopkins 

D. Hopkins 

fohn r*hilips 

J. P. Dunn 

C. E. Romain .... 
C. E. Romain .... 


I. G. 


Wm. Leonard. 
Samuel Nelson. 
Samuel Nelson. 
Samuel Nelson. 
Samuel Nelson. 
Samuel Nelson* 
W. Campbell. 
W. H. Pardy. 
T. G. Millar. 
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CHAPTER XCIIL 
King Hiram Lodge, Ingersoll, warranted at Niagara, 1803, 

AFFILIATED WITH THE SeCOND PROVINCIAL GrAND LoDGE 

OF Canada West and finally under the Grand Lodge 
OF Ireland. 

The King- Hiram lodge, No. 21, was originally warranted by the 
schismatic Grand Lodge at Niagara, 1801-22, under R. W. Bro. 
George Forsyth in 1803. It continued under that body until 1S22, 
and in 1824 came in under the Provincial Grand Lodge of R. W. 
Bro. Simon McGillivray at York. It continued its allegiance to the 
second Provincial Grand Lodge and worked until 1835, when it be- 
came dormant. 

The first Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada became dor- 
mant about 1829-30. The brethren of King Hiram, knowing that 
the Grand Lodge, the governing body, was dormant, applied to the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland for authority to continue work, and without 
any trouble received a warrant, dated 30th August, 185 1, as No. 226, 
G.R.I,, with W. Bro. David Curtis named as W. M. The minutes 
read: 

Minutes of a meeting of King Hiram Lodge, No, 226, of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, held at Ingersoll, C. W., on Tuesday, 20th of January, 1852, 
under the authority of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. Bro. J. M. Bennett, 
W. M. of St. John's Lodge, No. 209, of London, C. W., in the chair. The 
Lodge opened in the third degree at 4 o'clock p.m., and after having ex- 
amined all the Brethren present, the Lodge then closed in the third degree 
and opened in the degree of Past Master, after which Bro. David Curtis was 
duly installed Worshipful Master for the current term of office in due and 
ancient form. The Lodge then closed in the degree of Past Master and opened 
in that of Master, when Bro. David Doty was duly installed Senior Warden 
for the current term of office, and Bro. Poole, Junior Warden, Pro tem., Bro. 
E. J. Park, Treasurer, Bro. H. S. Comstock, Secty, Bro. J. J. Hoyt, S. Dea- 
con, Bro. Poole, Junior Deacon, Bro. Hoyt, Tyler, Pro tem. Moved by Bro. 
Comstock and seconded by Bro. Hoyt, that this Lodge adopt the by-laws of 
the Oswego Lodge for the time being, carried. The Lodge closed in good 
harmony." 

There is no record of any application to the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland for a warrant, but it is understood that Bro. Curtis by con- 
sent of the brethren sent to Ireland for it. 

On the 3rd of February, 1852, the standing; committee was 
instructed to procure a seal for this lodge," and " the secretary was 
also instructed to procure suitable books for the use of this lodge." 

At the meeting of loth February, 1852, it was decided to hold 
the regular meetings on the first Tuesday previous to the full moon 
of each month instead of the first Tuesday after." 

In August, 1852, a communication was read from King Solo- 
mon's lodge. No. 222, Toronto, another of the Irish locfges, with 
reference t^ the formation of an independent Grand Lodge. Action 
was not taken in the matter until November. 

A petition of a Mr. J. M. Hardy, a resident of Durham, asking 
for initiation was disposed of in a limited manner." On 5th July, 
however, Mr. Hardy was initiated. 
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On the 24th June, 1853, the lodge celebrated St. John's day by 
listening to a sermon by the Rev. Henry Revell. The minutes read: 

It was then moved and carried that the Lodge do now move in proces- 
sion to the church, which was done headed by the TngersoU band, where an 
appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. Henry Revel!, after which the 
procession was reformed and marched through the principal streets of Inger- 
soll, and then returned to the Lodge room, where the brethren were called 
from labor to refreshment." 

On the 1 6th August following, the Rev. Mr. Revell was initiated 
into Masonry. Prior to the conferring of his degree he was voted £3 
for his services on St. John's day, and is credited with the payment 
of a similar sum as fees for initiation. On the 15th November, 1853, 

The lodge took into consideration the communication from King Solo- 
mon's Lodge, Toronto, on the subject of the necessity for having a ruling 
Masonic power in Canada West, when it was moved, and carried unanimously, 
that this lodge approve of the resolutions passed by King Solomon's Lodge, 
No. :22a, on the subject of having a Provincial Grand Lodge in Canada West, 
and, further, that the Secretary be ordered to communicate the same for the 
information of the Convention, which is to meet on the 24th inst., at Hamil- 
ton/' 

At the meeting on 6th December, 1853: W. Bro. James Daniell, 
of St. John's lodge. No. 209 " occupied the chair. This brother at a 
later date was elected Grand Master of an independent Grand Lodge 
formed by the Irish lodges in Canada, but the organization passed 
out of existence after its meeting for organization. 

At the meeting of 14th January, 1854, amongst the visiting breth- 
ren was Bro. Wah-Bah-Good from Lafayette lodge, No. 41, New 
Hampshire, President and Head Council Chief of the Chippewa Tribe, 
Saraquin Head, Brother/' 

At the meeting of 2nd IVIay, 1854, it was resolved " that Bro. 
Hoyt, P. M., Bro. Bennett, S. W., and Bro, Hall, J. be appointed 

delegates to go to the Masonic convention to be held in London, 
Thursday, the 4th inst/' It was at this meeting, on 4th May, that 
the formation of an independent Grand Lodge was discussed, and all 
lodges in Canada West were asked to co-operate in the formation of an 
Independent Grand Lodge in Canada/' 

On the 30th May, 1854, a letter from Toronto was read: re- 
questing the attendance of delegates at the meeting to be held^or the 
purpose of establishing a Grand Lodge in Canada ^' and a letter was 

also read '* from Secretary of Lodge, No. , Toronto, to Bro. Hall, 

requesting him to attend meeting of committee for the preparation of 
the constitution on Wednesday, 13th June next." 

In the MSS. dated :26th December, 1854, is a letter addressed to 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, on the subject of dues owing to that 
Grand Lodge, and also asking the Grand Secretary to forward us 
without delay 11 Grand Lodge certificates/' The letter was ac- 
companied by a return, showing that in 1853-54 there had been 36 
members initiated in No. 226. On the 3rd April, 1855, it was moved 
to lease a room from Mr. John ^ Morrison, "for a lodge room at a 
rent of twenty pounds," but the offer was not accepted. At the 
meeting, of T2th July, 1855, an emergent meeting was called. The 
minutes read: 
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*^ King Hiram Lodge, No. 226, July 12th, 1855. Lodge of Emergency 
opened at 8:30 P.M. in the first degree of Masonry, Bro. B. Bennett, W. M., 
in the East, for the purpose of considering the propriety of sending delegates 
to attend a convention at Niagara Falls, on 19th inst., for the purpose of 
estabHshing a Grand Lodge in Canada. Moved by Bro. Wright, seconded by 
Bro. W. J. McKenzie, that Bro. B. Bennett, W. M., and Bro. Patterson, be 
appointed as delegates to the convention, and that their necessary expenses be 
paid. Carried to vote for a Grand Lodge in Canada. Lodge closed in good 
harmony at 9 p.m. 

It was at the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, held at 
Niagara Falls in 1855, that the question of holding a convention was 
discussed and rejected, the rejection leading to the withdrawal of 
certain lodges, which with the Irish lodges formed the Grand Lodge 
of Canada under M. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson. 

On :20th October, 1855, at the regular meeting held in the new 
lodge room over Bro. Cameron's store " a communication was read 
from St. John's lodge, Hamilton, requesting to send delegates to 
Convention at Hamilton, on loth October, 1855." 

This Convention had been called in conformity with resolutions 
passed at a meeting of Freemasons, held at the Clifton House, Nia- 
gara Falls, on the 19th July, 1855, and at this Convention the Grand 
Lodge of Canada was formed. King Hiram lodge was represented 
by Bro. James Daniell who was elected as the first Grand Senior 
Warden of the Grand Lodge of Canada. King Hiram did not affili- 
ate with the new Grand Lodge at its organization, A lodge called 
" St. John's Lodge, was established in 1855 under a dispensation 
from the Grand Lodge of Canada in Ingersoll, and received its war- 
rant in 1856. At the meeting of King Hiram on 1st April, 1856, per- 
mission was given the St. John's lodge to use their lodge room. 

At the meeting of 6th May, 1856, an important step was taken. 
It was 

Moved by Bro. Wright, seconded by Bro. , that King ITiram 

Lodge surrender their charter on next St. John's Day to the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, and apply to the Grand Lodge of Canada for affiUation as a Lodge. 
Amendment moved by Bro. Hunter, seconded by Bro. Wm. Poole, that this 
lodge surrender their charter to the Grand Lodge of Ireland on next St. 
John's day. Amendment carried/' 

The brethren had resolved to take one step nearer affiliation with 
the Grand Lodge of Canada. The surrender of the warrant held from 
Ireland w^as a partial acknowledgment of the claims of, at least, a 
Canadian governing- body. The motion, if carried, would have settled 
matters, but the amendment prevailed, and the application for a war- 
rant was not as yet made to the newly-formed Grand Lodge. 

It must be remembered that at this period there were two gov- 
erning bodies in Upper Canada or rather Canada West, viz: the Grand 
Lodge of Canada under M. W. Bro. Wilson, and the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of England in Upper Canada under R. W. Bro. Sir 
Allan MacNab, P. G. M. and R. W. Bro. Thos. Gibbs Ridout, D. P. 
a M. 

A perusal of the minutes of St. John's day does not show that 
the action resolved upon was carried out. King Hiram lodge never 
affiliated with the Grand Lodge of Canada, but united with St. John's 
lodge, No. 35, Ingersoll, which afterwards became No. 68 on the 
register of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 
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CHAPTER XCIV. 

Lodge, No. 227, Grand Lodge of Ireland. — The Lodge in the 
46TH Regt. — The Masonic Bible of the Regiment. 

There are on the roll of lodges which belong to Canadian juris- 
dictions many whose histories are not only of interest to brethren of 
the Craft, but to many who have not had the privilege or may not 
even have a desire for membership in the fraternity. 

The history of many lodges, especially those that were connected 
with the regiments which took part in the campaigns upon this side 
of the Atlantic from 1757 to the days of 1813-15, has a double in- 
terest for Canadians, from the fact that it was under the auspices of 
these lodges that the civil lodges in Canada were first formed, even 
to the days of 1749, when Nova Scotia had its Craft warrant under 
W. Bro. Krasmus J. Phillips, who was an officer of the British army. 

One of these was that now known as the Lodge of Antiquity, 
No. I, Quebec, an organization which had its origin in a field war- 
rant, granted in 1752 by the Grand Lodge of Ireland to Masons in 
the 46th Regiment of Foot. 

This regiment was not stationed in British America until 1757, 
five years after the granting of the warrant. The claim has some- 
times been made that as the lodge in this regiment was warranted in 
1752, it met in the city of Quebec in that year, but it is hardly neces- 
sary to state that there were no INIasonic lodges in Quebec prior to 
the capitulation, and there is no record of the 46th Regiment being 
stationed at Quebec at any period of its history. As hereinafter stated, 
this was not a civil lodge until at, Montreal in 1846, and was not en- 
tered on the Canadian register until 1855, when it affiliated with the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, and, subsequentlv^ on the formation of the 
Grand Lodge of Quebec it affiliated with that body and then became 
No. I, Quebec. 

One of the regiments whose work was closely interwoven with 
the early history of Canada was the 46th or the South Devonshire 
Regiment of Foot. Its record shows that it won enviable fame and 
challenged the approbation of sovereign and people. 

During the war of the Austrian succession, when England and 
France were allied, seven additional regiments were formed for the 
regular infantry of Great Britain. This was in January, 1741, and one 
of these newly-formed regiments was the 57th. It retained this 
number until 1748, when the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle having been 
signed, a number of regiments were disbanded. This act changed 
the numerical title of the 57th, and thereafter it was known as the 
46th. The first colonel of the 57th in 1741 was John Price, but in 
T743 the Hon. Thomas Murray was made colonel. The regiment saw 
but little active service until 1745, when the Pretender revived his 
claim to the throne of Great Britain and the S7th was sent to Scot- 
land as part of the general army and shared its defeat at Gladsmuir 
FTeath. It does not appear to have taken part in the fight on Cullo- 
den Moor, where the rebellion was finally crushed, for it was then 
upon its march to London. 
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Three years later, in 1749, the reg-iment now known as the 46th, 
was stationed in Ireland for eight years. In 1752 the Masonic in- 
terest commences, for m that year a field warrant was grauted by 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland to certain members of the regiment, as 
No. ^27, I. R. 

When the French commenced to encroach upon the North 
American possessions of Great Britain, the regiment embarked from 
Cork in 1757 for Nova Scotia, and remained in its quarters there 
until May, 1758, when it formed part of the expedition against Fort 
Ticonderoga. In 175Q the 46th was attached to the division of the 
army under General Prideaux against Fort Niagara, and the battle of 
the 24th July gave Niagara to the British. The honor of the victory 
was largely attributable to the gallantry and bravery of the 46th Regi- 
ment. It will be remembered that in this expedition General Prid- 
eaux was accidentally killed in the trenches, and that Sir Wm. John- 
ston then took command of the troops. During the occupation of the 
west side of the Niagara river and while operations were being car- 
ried on against Fort Niagara the lodge did not meet, but after the 
surrender of Fort Niagara on the 25th July, 1759, the lodge did 
work, at least this was the tradition handed down to the brethren of 
the lodge in the 8th Regiment of Foot, which was at Niagara in 1780. 

In 1760 the regiment took a leading part in the capture of Mont- 
real, which act completed the conquest of Canada. In October, 1761, 
it formed part of the expedition against Martinique, and the general 
in his despatches said that the 46th had particularly distinguished 
themselves, the wannest part of the service having fallen to their lot.'^ 

The regiment was in Cuba in 1762, and for four years subse- 
quently it was quartered in North America. From 1767 to 1775 it 
was stationed in Ireland. CoL Murray had passed away and was suc- 
ceeded by the Hon. Mr. Howe, and about 1776 by CoL John 
Vaughan, who accompanied the regiment early in that year to partici- 
pate in the American revolution. During this war the light company 
of the 46th surprised a camp of Americans at night at Brandywine, 
Delaware, and defeated them. The surprised Americans vowed ven- 
geance for this, and announced that they would give no quarter. The 
soldiers of the light company of the 46th, in order that no other regi- 
ment might suffer on their account, stained their feathers red and have 
ever since worn red feathers. 

The regiment was engaged in the expedition against the French 
Island of St. Lucia in December, 1778, and in 1782, on returning to 
England, was given the county title of " South Devonshire," in order 
to encourage recruiting from that section. 

From 1784 the 46th was in Ireland for eight years, and in 179:2 
was ordered to Gibraltar. About 1704 it was ordered again to 
Martinique in the West Indies and from thence to St. Vincent. 

In 1795 Col. Vaughan died and Sir James Henry Craig was ap- 
pointed to the command, which he held until 1804, when Col. John 
Whyte succeeded him. Craig was Governor-in-Chief of British 
America in 1807-TI. 

The 46th returned to Kngland in 1796, in 1799 it was in Ireland 
and in 1803 returned to Dominica in the West Indies. 

The original Masonic warrant of the regiment, issued in 1752, 
was lost prior to 1800, and in 180T another warrant was issued by 
4 I a 
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the Grand Lodge of Ireland, but this was also lost in 1805 in Dom- 
inica. By its g-allant defence of the island against the French the 
regiment crowned itself with honor and glory. It was specially men- 
tioned in the report and the word Dominica " was inscribed on its 
colors, as a distinguishing mark of '* good conduct and exemplary 
valor/' 

In 181 1 the regiment was once more in Kngland. and two years 
later it was in New South Wales, where it was stationed for two years. 
It is said that the Masonic work of the lodge was marked there by 
the founding of another lodge under the auspices of No. :227, but 
there is no trace of such action or even evidence of the work of No. 
227, the minute books of that period having long since disappeared. 
After leaving New South Wales the regiment was for sixteen years 
in the East Indies, returning to England in 1833, and in 1834 it was 
quartered in Ireland. 

After three years' service in the green isle, the regiment was in 
Gibraltar for a year, then in the Barbadoes, and in February of 1845 
it sailed for Halifax, Nova Scotia. It was at this station until July 
7th, and was sent to Montreal, where it arrived on the 23rd of the 
same month. In October, 1846, it was stationed at Kingston, Canada 
West, and quartered in what is known at the Tete-de-Pont barracks. 
A year later it returned to Nova Scotia and the following year to 
England. Thus we have a resume of the movements of the regiment, 
covering a period of one hundred and ten years. One cannot pre- 
tend to emphasize the incidents which crowd into regimental life 
extending one decade beyond a century. The records show signal 
training in officers and men and the possession of those sterling quali- 
ties which have ever challenged the empire's laudation. 

In 1831 CoL Lacy, late of the 46th Regiment, was initiated in 
lodge. No. 17, Secunderabad, Deccan, under the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of the Coast of Coromandel. The colonel was a member of 
the mess committee of the regiment, and on one occasion found it 
necessary to visit the godowns," or storeroom. There he saw a 
trunk covered with bullock hide, with brass mountings and a brass 
plate, bearing the words No. 227, L. S. M. V. engraved thereon. 
Out of curiosity he asked who owned the trunk and what was the 
meaning of the inscription, and was told that it was only an old box 
belonging to the Masons of the 46th. This was enough for Bro. 
Lacy. He at once obtained possession of the box, and had it carried 
by an Indian servant to his bungalow. On a closer examination he 
found that the lock had been broken and that some of the jewels' were 
missing, but the record book was there and several copies of the by- 
laws of the lodge, together with a warrant from the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, so obliterated as to be almost undecipherable. He also found 
a Bible, which has since passed into history as The Masonic Bible 
of the 46th Regiment." There has been an effort on the part of some 
enthusiastic brethren to manufacture history out of a statement, writ- 
ten on a copy of the by-laws, that General Washington was obligated 
on this Bible, but there is no collateral evidence of any kind to sub- 
stantiate the writing. 

There is also a story that while the regiment was in Dominica 
the French captured the lodge chest, and that three years later it was 
returned by the French government. There is no documentary evi- 
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dence of this event, although the fact that Col, Lacy remembered 
reading* a record of it in an old minute book, places the matter far 
beyond the iig;ht of doul)t. 

The story of this Bible can best be told by giving a brief account 
of what led up to its capture by the British during the revolutionary 
war. 

The Bible was originally owned by Bartholomew West of New 
Bedford, Mass. 

On the 5th September, 1778, an Knglish fleet destroyed the vil- 
lage of Bedford, Mass., now known as New Bedford. The place was 
then a hamlet ; now it is a city. It is situated in Bristol county on the 
west bank of the Acushnet river near its mouth, and is fifty-five miles 
south of Boston. Among the dwelling houses destroyed was that of 
Bartholomew West and his tw^o sons, whose domestic af¥airs were 
managed^ by Hannah Sogg. It is said that the British soldiers locked 
the house and then burned it. 

Among the articles carried away from the house was a Bible, 
which had quite a history, and is now in possession of the 46th Regi- 
ment of Light Infantry in the British army. Through the Rev. R. 
Stewart Patterson its history w^as traced, and/ it is owing to his efforts 
that so much has been learned of the existence and travels of this 
sacred volume. 

The family traditions regarding the famous Bible have been well 
preserved, for down through the successive generations the story has 
been told that the old man Bartholomew held the book in great vene- 
ration, and to his death spoke of its loss with great regret. He sup- 
posed that it was burned with the other household goods ; and so dur- 
ing the long century intervening the family of Wests had no know- 
ledge of its existence. 

The 46th regiment formed a part of General Grey's expedition to 
New Bedford, and it was soldiers belonging to its ranks who carried 
away the West family Bible. It was stated that the volume was once 
retaken by the Americans, but they, not knowing its value as a keep- 
sake of their own commander-in-chief, returned it to the 46th before 
that corps sailed for England in 178:2. 

As previously stated the 46th proceeded to Gibraltar in 1792, after 
having been quartered in Ireland for several years ; thence to the West 
Indies in 1794, and back to England in 1796, where it remained until 
1804, when it proceeded to garrison the island of Dominica, which was 
shortly afterwards attacked by an overwhelming French force. The 
English commander was forced to evacuate and the Bible had to be 
abandoned, but was afterwards restored to the regiment under a flag of 
truce, as is set forth on a silver plate attached to the walnut case, with 
glass lid, in which it is kept in the ante-room of the ofificers" mess, the 
inscription on which reads as follows: 

ON THIS SACRED VOLUME 
WASHINGTON RECEIVED A DE- 
GREE OF MASONRY. 
IT WAS TWICE TAKEN BY THE 
ENEMY 

AND BOTH TIMES RETURNED 
TO THE REGIMENT 
WITH ALL THE HONORS OF 
WAR. 
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This Bible followed the fortunes of the corps afterwards to Eng- 
land, Jersey, the Isle of Wight, New South Wales and India. Here 
the Masonic lodge, which appears all along to have been the cus- 
todian of the book, ceased working in the year 1827. The Bible and 
jewels were taken to England by the regiment in 1833, when the lodge 
was revived. 

Some sixteen or seventeen years ago, when the regiment was 
quartered in Bermuda, the case was opened to display the book to 
guests, when the page which contained the signature of General 
Washington mysteriously disappeared. The Bible is about ten by 
twelve inches, handsomely bound in morocco, and is richly stamped 
in gold with Masonic emblems. 

In the year 1852 the Bible was shown at a meeting of the Lodge 
of Virtue, Manchester, England, in accordance with a request made 
by that lodge through the Rev. P. C. Nicholson, chaplain of the 
regiment, to W. Bro. Thos. Chadwick, W. M. of the lodge, who 
wrote to Bro. Nicholson as follows: 

" Rev. and Dear Sir and Brother: — The very interesting fact of the volume 
of the Sacred Law, upon which the great General Washington was obligated 
into the mysteries of Ancient Freemasonry, being in the possession of the 
Masonic Officers of H. M. 46th regiment of infantry, having come to my 
knowledge, I shall esteem it a favor if you, as the chaplain of the regiment 
here, accompanied by the chaplain of the Lodge over which I had the honor 
to preaide, and of which you are a member, will do me the favor of presenting 
my fraternal regards to all the officers of the regiment who are Masons, and 
say what delight it will give to me, and the Brethren of the Lodge of Virtue, 
if they will visit our Lodge on Tuesday evening next, and how much that 
delight will be increased by their bearing with them that sacred volume, to 
which must be attached reminiscences most dear to every Masonic heart." 

The following is a part of Rev. Bro. Nicholson's reply: 

Dear Bro. and W. M. : — According to your request, I this day called at 
Salford Barracks, and was fortunate enough to meet Captain Child and Dr, 
Franklin, both Brothers, of the 46th regiment. Captain Child immediately 
produced the hallowed book, which he never permits to be far from his <5ight, 
it having been placed in his custody when the Lodge of the 46th Regiment 
was dissolved, some years ago, in Halifax, N.S. My eyes were gladdened 
b3'' the ancient and venerable appearance of the Bible twice taken in war and 
carried off with the baggage of the 46th regiment by the enemy — once by 
General Washington, in command of the American army, in 1777; and once 
by the French, at Dominica; and each time honorably restored to the Lodge 
of the 46th, with a military escort^ colors flying, and music, borne aloft on the 
shoulders of the enemy under a magnificent canopy. Capt, Child and some 
other Masonic officers will attend oui Lodge next Tuesday, and Capt Child 
will bring the noble volume himself, and give the Brethren the privilege of 
viewing it. I doubt not, dear Brother, that under your Presidency this book 
of books will be received with true Masonic honors, and a ceremonial solem- 
nized worthy of so memorable an occasion." 

The Bible was duly exhibited at the meeting of the Lodge of 
Virtue and the occasion has ever since been considered a memorable 
one in the annals of the lodge. The statement of English brethren 
that they had seen in the minute book of lodge, No. 277, I. R., a 
record of Washington's initiation is undoubtedly made in error. The 
proof that the famovis general was initiated/ passed and raised in 
Fredericksburgh lodge, Virginia, is undoubted. 
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The records of the lodge attesting that fact have been carefully 
preserved. The Bible on which his obligation was taken is yet in 
the possession of the lodge. It is a small quarto volume, well printed 
and bound, with the imprint 1668, Printed at Cambridge, by John 
Field, Printer to the University." Nevertheless, Washington may 
have received a degree in Masonry and have been obligated on this 
regimental Bible, but if he did receive one, it must have been, as has 
been suggested by some, the Mark degree. Such is quite possible. 

George Washington was born in Westmoreland county, Vir- 
ginia, February 22, 1732; was, as stated, initiated into the mysteries of 
Freemasonry in Fredericksburgh lodge, No. 4, November, 1752; 
passed to the degree of Fellow Craft March 3, 1753, and raised to 
the degree of Master Mason August 4, 1753. He was appointed 
Master of Alexandria lodge, No. 39, by Kdmund Randolph, Gover- 
nor and Grand Master of Virginia, April 28, 1788, and remained an 
active member of that lodge until his death, December 14, 1799. 

The apron worn by Washington has an interesting history. Los- 
sing, in his Mount Vernon and its Associations," says: 

There was a bond of union of peculiar strength between Washington 
and Lafayette other than mere personal friendship. They were members of 
the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons and both loved the mystic brother- 
hood sincerely. Madame Lafayette was deeply interested in everything that 
engaged the attention of her husband, and she had learned to reverence 
Washington with a feeling closely allied to that of devotion. She had cor- 
responded with him, and received from him cordial invitations to the simple 
delights of rural life at Mount Vernon. She had earnestly desired to present 
some visible testimonial of her regard to the great patriot of the New World, 
and when her husband resolved to visit him in his retirement at Mount Ver- 
non, she prepared with her own hands an apron of white satin, upon which 
she wrought in needle-work the various emblems of the Masonic order. This 
apron Lafayette brought with him and presented to his distinguished brother 
at Mount Vernon in 1784. It was kept by Washington as a cherished me- 
morial of a noble woman, and after his death his legatees formally presented 
it to the Washington Benevolent Society of Philadelphia. When the society 
was dissolved, the precious memento of Washington and his fair friend was 
presented to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and now occupies a con- 
spicuous place upon the walls of the Grand Master's room in the Masonic 
Hall, Philadelphia/' 

As Bro. Alexander Murray, of Montreal, to whom the writer is 
indebted for the information contained in this sketch, a member of 
this lodg-e and one whose interest in the work of the Craft is un- 
excelled, says of lodge, No. 227, 

" Unfortunately, there is little left us to form a connected story of its 
early history or of those who were associated with it in the vicissitudes of 
its regimental career." 

So that one has to search dilig-ently and with care in endeavoring 
to build up an authentic and readable story of a lodge that had not 
only the honor of being attached to a noted regiment, bttt which as 
a Craft organization in its place and in its day, did much to encourage 
a spirit of fraternity wherever the regiment was stationed. 

Perhaps in attempting to compile a sketch, the facts connected 
with the finding of the Bible by Col. Lacy are the best foundation 
for the history of the lodge, which, owing to the loss of records, com- 
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mences in 1848, when the lodge was working under a permanent 
warrant. 

The Bible bears date as being printed in London A.D, 171 2, and 
is now in the possession of the regiment. A copy in fac-simile of some 
of the printed pages and of some leaves of the Bible with manuscript 
entries, bound in a blue board cover, has been presented to the Lodge 
of Antiquity, No. i, Quebec, as the lineal descendant of No. 227. 
The contents of the duplicate or fac-simile copy are as follows: — - 

On the second page of the fly-leaf is the crest of the regiment, 
which represented a horse-shoe reversed, between the caulks a crown, 
and in the centre of the shoe the figures 4 and 6 with a red feather 
between them. A scroll is turned about the circular head of the shoe 
with the words ''Dominica'* on the left and '' Sebastopol " on the 
right of the scroll, while on the left end of the shoe is the word 
" South and on the right the word Devon. 

Three of the pages following this insignia of the regiment arc 
devoted to a printed statement, reciting the fact that tlie Bible was 
The Masonic Bible of Lodge, No. 277, L. S. M. V., Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, late in the 46th Regiment,'' and the following statement by 
Lt.-Col- Lacy: — 

''This Bible, bearing- date A.D. 1712, being of great Masonic interest, 
was received by me from the hands of Brother Colonel Catty, commanding 
the 46th Regiment, for the purpose of producing it at the Royal Gloucester 
LoJge, No. 130, at Southampton, on the evening of the 13th October, 1870, 
when the Provincial Grand Master, Bro. Beach, presided with his grand offi- 
cers, and the substance of my address was as follows. 

"W, Lacy, 

Lt. Col., 

Late 46th Regiment." 
" Note. — On the i6th March, 1852, this Bible was received with extra- 
ordinary honours in the Lodge of Virtue, No, 177, Manchester, on account 
of its Masonic interest." 

Col, Lacy's Statement. 

In the year 1831 I was made a Mason in the Lodge of St. John, No. 17, 
Secunderabad, Deccan, K. I., under the Provincial Grand Lodge of the Coast 
of Coromandel, at which time I was quartered at that Station with the 46th 
Regiment. 

Soon after my initiation, being a member of the mess committee, I one 
day visited the godowns, as our store rooms in India are called, when a bullock 
trunk, with brass mountings, engraved No. 227, L. S. M. V. attracted my 
attention. On asking what it contained, I was told that it was only an old box 
which belonged to the Masons of the corps. 

I believe this was the first time I had heard of Masonry in the Regi- 
ment; and there being no opposition to my request to have the box, I im- 
mediately took possession, and removed it to my bungalow. On examina- 
tion, I found the contents in the greatest confusion, the lock had been forced 
open, and some jewels were certainly missing; but a Record Book was there, 
and several books of the Bye-laws, together with this Bible in a torn and 
dilapidated state, and a Charter almost obliterated. 

It is now many years since I perused the transactions of the Lodge m 
these books, but what J did read, made, from the circumstances of my masonic 
novitiate, a lasting impression on my memory; and therefore I have a perfect 
recollection of reading on the fly-leaf of the printed book of Bye-Laws that 
this Bible, belonging to the Lodge. No. 227, was that on which Washington 
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received a degree of Masonry; that during the War of Independence in 
America it was taken by the enemy, who returned it with a flag of truce; and 
again that it was taken by the French in their attack on the Island of Do- 
minica, W. I., together with the Lodge jewels and mess plate of the officers, 
who returned it with the Lodge jewels under a flag of truce, keeping the mess 
plate. 

The question naturally presents itself, how it came to pass that such 
interesting memorials of Masonry should have been so neglected as to cause 
them to be found in the state in which I discovered them. In justice to those 
military brethren gone before, it is to be recorded that sickness and death had 
been busy in the ranks of the regiment, and were the cause of the misfortune. 

" As the history of this book and that of the 46th Regiment, in every 
quarter of the globe, is so woven together, it is necessary to refer to the 
Regimental Records, published by authority of the Horse Guards in 1851, in 
order to carry out the thread of the history of this sacred volume so highly 
prized in the corps. 

From this it appears that the Corps was raised in January. 1741, it being- 
one of seven infantr3' battalions levied at that time in consequence of the War 
of Austrian succession; and that it was first numbered 57, which number was 
changed in 1748 to 46, by the disbandment of certain corps of marines, which 
had numbers and had precedence. In the year I749 the Regiment went to 
Ireland and remained there eight years. 

By a memorandum in the handwriting of Bro. Col. Child (late 46th 
Regiment, now S. O. P. at Belfast) in this Bible, I find the lodge was estab- 
lished on 4th May, 1752. At this period its number was 227 under the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, and called the Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, with 
the motto * Libens solvit merito votum ' ; the initials of the ancient Roman 
inscription, ' Votum solvit libens merito,' having been transposed to meet 
the title of the Lodge. 

" On the 7th May, 1757, the Regiment embarked at Cork for Nova Scotia, 
and shared in most of the actions and sieges which in 1760 completed the 
conquest of Canada from the French; and in 1761 it embarked for Barbadoes, 
was employed in the Havannah in 1762, and returned to North America in 
1764, where it remained four years. It is not stated in the records whereabouts 
the Regiment was quartered; but it returned in the autumn of 1767 to Great 
Britain, and was stationed in Ireland eight years. 

Previous to the breaking out of the American War of Independence, 
and early in the year 1776, the 46th Regiment embarked from Ireland, and 
arrived on the coast of North Carolina. After landing there to refresh the 
men after the sea voyage, they re-embarked, and sailed on the ist of June 
with the expedition to Charlestown. The landing was a failure in conse- 
quence of insufficient strength of armament; the expedition re-embarked, and 
proceeded to Staten Island. 

On the 4th July, 1776, American Independence was declared. 

" The Regiment shared in all the operations against New York, White 
Plains, and Fort Washington; and afterwards continued the pursuit of the 
enemy across the Jerseys towards Philadelphia, and wintered at Amboy. It 
was present at Peak Hills on 22nd March, 1777, and afterwards took the field 
with the army in the Jerseys. It subsequently embarked at Sandy Hook, and 
was present at the attack of Brandy Island on nth September. It was at this 
period that the Regiment gained the distinction of red feathers, which they 
have ever since worn. The Light Company of the 46th, with others forming 
a Light Battalion, surprised at night a detachment of 1,500 men under General 
Wayne, who was posted so as to annoy the British encampment^ and defeated 
them. The Americans vowed vengeance; and to prevent anyone suflFering on 
their account, the Light Company stained their feathers red. 

" The British army passed the winter at Philadelphia, and in the spring 
of 1778 furnished several detachments which ranged the country in various 
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directions. The 46th Regiment afterwards took part in the fatigues and diffi- 
culties of the march of the army from Philadelphia, through the Jerseys, in 
order to return to New York; when the flank companies were engaged in 
repulsing the attack of the enemy on the rear of the column at Monmouth 
Court House, near Freehold, in New Jersey. The whole embarked, with 
other regiments under Major-General Grey, to join the fleet at the east end of 
Long Island They were then present at Martha's vineyard, the defences 
were destroyed, and the troops returned to New York. 

I have been particular in making these extracts, as it is essential to 
ascertain when, where, and how the Bible caiHe into the possession of the 
Masons of the 46th Regiment; and I append the following entries in the 
book as aflfording additional information on these points. 

On the back of the title-page is recorded the death of ' Mother Mercy 
West, deceast Nov. 21, 1733, in ye 77 year of her age, who was the daughter 
of John Cook, ye first ordained minister of Dartmouth/ 

" * 2nd. Father Stephen West, deceast August ye 12, 1748, in ye 94th year 
of his age, who was the son of Bartholomew West, of East Jersey/ 
Then follow eight entries of births of their children. 

On the back of the last page of the Prophets, there appears a long mem- 
orandum of a very hard winter in 1746-8, the snow being knee deep; that 
there were 30 snows, and it continued to the 27th March; that people with 
horses and oxen crossed the ice from Joseph Russell's to the head of the 
Potomac: that Benj. Akin rid over the river to his father's. There are also 
recorded on this page several births, from 1709 to 1734- 

Reuben Packcom, born July 15, 1709. Patience Hathaway, born April 
27, 1710. They were married December 10, 1730/ " 

" At the back of the last page of the Apocrypha, the death is recorded of 
* Stephen West, July 7th, 1769. in the 75th year of his age/ This is the latest 
date recorded in the Bible. 

On the last leaf of the Book, on both sides, there are records of deaths. 

viz : — 

"'Thomas Summerton, son of Thomas Summerton, deceased Oct. ye i, 
1736, m ye 26 year of his age; and Thomas Summerton, son of Danl, Sum- 
merton, deceased March 24th, 1740, in ye 7 month of his age, was born 
Septem. 16, 1740/ " 

On the other side — • 

" ' George Hathaway, son of Jethro Hathaway, deceased on 7 day, Novem- 
ber 22, 1746, in ye 5 month of his age/ 

Matthew West, son of Saml. West, deceast February, ye 17th to N. S., 
1753. in ye 24 month of his age/' 

" ' Our father. Samuel Jenney. deceast April ye 3. 1716, in ye 58 year of 
his age/ 

" Our mother, Hannah Jenney, deceast September the 2, I749. in the 
80 year of age/ 

" The conclusion to be drawn from the foregoing movements of the Corp^, 
and these entries, is that the Regiment having been three times on the Ameri- 
can Continent, viz., 1757, 1764 and 1776, the Bible must have been obtained at 
one of these periods. 

" The first period was that in which the Regiment was in Nova Scotia, 
and is not to be considered; the second might have been the time, had there 
not been a death recorded of Stephen West, in 1769, at which period the corps 
was in Great Britain. The third period is, therefore, the one when the regi- 
ment was in the Jerseys, where the Wests resided; and it is possible, as Bibles 
were comparatively scarce in those days, that the book, after doing the duties 
of the Church for the week, may have been used by the Masons for their cere- 
monies, and been eventually given by one brother to another of the 46th 
Regiment. I see no reason to doubt the truthfulness of the history that has 
been handed down from one Mason to another in the corps: nor that the 
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Book is really that on which Washington did receive a degree of Masonry, for 
the fact was stated in the printed Bye-laws of the Lodge, at a period when 
it was in excellent working order. 

It is uncertain at what period of the American War the Bible was returned 
to the Regiment with a flag of truce; but this fact was also recorded, and as 
a Mason I believe those who preceded me in the Lodge. 

" Returning to the last movements of the corps in New York, I find it pro- 
ceeded to the West Indies in November. 1778, and returned to Kngland in 
1782; in 1792 to Gibraltar, and in 1794 again to West Indies, when it was 
engaged in suppressing the insurrection of the Carribs. In 1796 it came to 
England, and on the declaration of war with France in 1803. embarked from 
Cork in 1804 for the West Indies again, and proceeded to Dominica. It was 
at the defence of this island in March, 1805, that the Bible was taken by the 
French, and returned with a flag of truce, together with the jewels. In i8n 
the Regiment returned to England, and in 1812 to Jersey, Channel Islands. 
In 1813 it proceeded to the Isle of Wight for embarkation for New South 
Wales. 

During the whole of the foregoing period the Bible must have been pre- 
served as a precious relic among the Masons, and was used in implanting 
Freemasonry in the Colony of N. S. Wales. About this time a most zealous 
Mason, Bro. Capt. Sanderson, appears to have taken a leading part in the 
craft, for I found his handwriting throughout the Record Book. 

" In 1817 the Regiment proceeded to Madras, and there the Masons re- 
ceived an impetus by the example of No. 227. Twenty years was then the 
I>eriod of service of a corps in the East, and it appears that after being at 
various stations, the Regiment marched from Cananore to Secunderabad, 
Deccan, 2nd November, 1826, and arrived 12th of January, 1827 — a march of 
death. Many brethren fell ill and died of cholera, and some went to Eng- 
land sick. It is not, therefore, surprising that, having lust their best mem- 
bers, the Lodge Chest was found in the state I discovered it. 

Having brought the remains of the Lodge to England in 1833, I tried 
to revive it, and so far succeeded that I was installed Master by Brother Dr. 
Crucifix, of the Grand Lodge of England, at Weedon, Northamptonshire, 
in 1834. 

As the Bible was in such a torn state it was considered advisable to re- 
bind it, care being taken not to destroy any hand-writing in it; and in its 
present state it has ag:ain traversed with the Regfment a great part of the 
world — Gibraltar, West Indies, Canada, Corfu, and East Indies; but during 
the Crimean War it was left in my charge at Southampton by Brother Major 
(now Major-General) Alexander Maxwell. It is now the only evidence with 
the Corps of a Lodge having been held in the Regiment; and it is carefuUly 
preserved by a Master Mason, Lt.-Col. Catty, now in command of the Regi- 
ment. 

" There is no doubt of the Bible having been with the 46th Regiment up- 
wards of 90 years, and I verily believe in the history of it as handed down 
from one Mason to another. 

By the kind permission of the Major-General Sir Henry James, R.E., 12 of 
the most interesting pages of the Bible have been photo-zincographed by his 
process, under his direction. 

'*W. Lacy, 

" P. M. of No. 227, 46th Regt." 

Southampton, 1870/' 

LiKUT.-CoL. Child's Statement, 

I was made a Mason at Secunderabad, in the same Lodge as Bro. Colonel 
Lacy, and on the return of the 46th Regiment to England, in 1833, it was 
proposed to revive the old Regimental Lodge, No. 227. This was carried out 
at Weedon, Brother Crucifix coming from London and installing Brother 
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Lacy, W. M , and myself as Senior Warden, and the Lodge worked for some 
time after our arrival in Ireland; but from the number of changes, conse- 
quent on the return of a Regiment from India, the Lodge again became dor- 
mant, and when Brother Lacy left the Regiment shortly after, I took charge 
of the Lodge Chest, which I kept for several years, and finally on my leaving 
the Regiment in 1852. T handed over charge of the Lodge Chest to Brother 
Major Maxwell, then senior Mason in the Corps. I should have mentioned 
that prior to leaving Manchester for Ireland, it became known that we were 
pos?^essed of this fine old Bible, and myself and Brethren were invited to a 
oanquet, and afterwards in open Lodge this Book was presented and received 
with all honours as the valuable old treasure that had been twice captured 
by the enemy and returned with such honours, and also as the Book that the 
famed Washington had been made on, and this was always my impression, 
indeed, I have a firm belief that there was some record of this in one of the 
Lodge books. 

" W. Child, 

Lieut. -Colonel and Staff-Officers of Pensions, Late 46th Regiment. 

Belfast, 

" I2th August, 1871." 

Major-Gkneral Maxwell's Statement. 

I joined the 46th Regiment in 1835. 

In 1852 the Masonic Chest and Bible were given in charge to me by 
Colonel Child, as senior Mason in the Regiment. On the 46th Regiment em- 
barking for the Crimea, in 1854, I handed the Chest and Bible to Colonel 
Lacy for safe keeping. I always believed the tradition in the Regiment con- 
cerning the Bible, and so well explained by Colonel Lacy in his Pamphlet. 

Alexander Maxwell, 
Major-General, 

Late 46th Regiment." 

Tst September, 1871." 

Major Donald Stuart's Statement. 

My Dear Lacy: 

" Child handed to me your writing about the Masonic Bible, of the 46th 
Regiment. My knowledge of this matter can scarcely be of any value. I 
never became a Mason; but when 1 joined the Corps in 1818, Sanderson, to 
whom you refer, had then recently exchanged to half-pay, and was still doing 
duty with the Regiment. 

He was a worthy good fellow, highly educated, and just the man to pre- 
side over any Society. When he left. I think John Skelton became Master 
of the Lodge, a very diflferent man, but goodhearted. Poor fellow, he died 
at Gelgaum, of liver. The Lodge became dormant, I believe, soon after 
Sanderson left. 

I may have heard of Washington having been sworn on this Bible, for 
we young fellows used to draw out John Skelton about Masonry, of course, 
without getting the secret out of him. 

" I am not sure if you are aware that the Lodge became affiliated (if that be 
the proper word) under the Coromandel Provincial Grand Lodge, as No. 7, 
and you might yet obtain some information by referring to Madras. 

Believe me, 

Donald Stuart, 

" ig Mount Charles, Belfast. " Major, 

" Late 46th Regiment." 

All these statements are interestins^ in that they prove the Ma- 
sonic connection of the venerable volume and recite the movements 
of the regiments. 
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After this printed statement of the different officers we have the 
fac-simile of the title page of the Bible, and on the back of the title- 
page a fac-simile of a page of handwriting, commencing. Mother 
Mercy West," &c. 

As a matter of record and to render legible the caligraphy of by- 
gone days the MS. is here given in modern type: 

Mother Mercy West, deceast Nov. 21, I733» in ye 77 year of her age, who 
was the daughter of John Cook, ye first ordained minister in Dartmouth. 

Father Stephen West, deceast August ye 12, 1748, in ye 49th year of his 
age, who was the son of Bartholemew West, of East Jersey. 

Annah West, daughter of Stephen West, and Sufannah, his wife, was born 
April, ye 21st, 1720, old stile. 

Mercy West, was born July ye 7th, 1722, old stile, and died ye 23d of 
April, 1762, in ye 40th year of her age. 

Samuel West was born April ye 3rd, 1725. old stile. 

Anne West was Born October, ye gth, 1727, old stile. 

Henry West was born January ye nth, 1729-30, old stile. 

Stephen West, Jun., was born March ye 14th, 1731/2. old stile. 

Bartholemew West was born November ye 8th, 1734. old stile . 

West was born December ye 29th, I737» old stile. 

The next page in the " copy " is the preface to the Bible, com- 
mencing with the well known lines, To the Most High and Mighty 
Prince James, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith," &c., followed by another page 
with that part of the preface, which commences: good conscience, 
having walked the ways of simplicity and integrity, as before the 
Lord ; and sustained by," and also the index. 

The succeeding page is a fac-simile of a printed page, containing 
the first twenty-eight verses of the book of Moses, while the follow- 
ing page is a fac-simile of handwriting concerning the hard winter of 
1746-7. 

The MS. reads: 

" In the year 1746-7 Happened a Hard Winter, the Horses 

Began to Pafs over the River, The 26th of December, as T was inform'd by 
Will'm Peckam & his wife, and to my knowledge continued pafsing with 
Horfes and oxon on the River from Joseph Rufsels to the Head of Accophant 
River until ye nth of March; ye snow Being then in ye woods knee deep 
upon a Level adjudged By credible Persons; further it is credibly Reported 
by him yt say they keep acct. yt there was 30 snows. 

This winter wch, 
fell severally. 

Reuben Packcom, Born July 15, 1709. and they continued 

Patience Hathaway, Born April 27, 1710. Riding untill 

They were married December 10, 1730. the 23 day of March, 

Their Daughter Rachel was Born on ye first Benj'n Akin Rid 

day of week, between 5:6 in the morning, over againft his 

September ye 5, 173^. father Gabors (viz.) 

Their Daughter Patience was born third Jacob Gabors, And on 

day of week between 8:9 in morning, 

February 13, 1732/3. 
Their son timothy was Born 
November 6, about one o'clock afternoon, 
Nov. 6, 1734. 

Ye 23d day in the morning it Begun to Snow and continued snowing 48 
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AT ABLE of Kindred and Affinity, wberem whofoever are related^ 
are forbidden in Scripture, and our Laws to Marry together. 


A Man may not Marry his 

1 /^Randmothcr. 

2 VJ Grandfathers Wife* 

3 Wifts Grandmot;hcr, 

4 Fathers Sifter. 

5 Mothers Sifter, 

6 Fathers Brothers Wife. 

7 Mothers Brothers Wife 
S Wifcs Fathers Sifter. 

9 Wifes Mothers Sifter- 

10 Mother. 

11 Stepmother. 

12 Wifcs niotiter. 

i| Daughter. 

14 Wifcs Daughter. 

1$ Sons Wife. 

16 Sifter. 

17 Wifcs Siflcf* 
lb Brothers Wife. 

1$ Sons Daughter. 

ao Daugtiters Daughter.' 

i2i Sons Sons Wife. 

aa Daughters Sons Wife. 

%\ Wife Sons Daughter. 

24 Wifed Daughters Daughter. 

2^ Brothers Daughter. 

26 Sifters Daughter. 

27 Brothers Sons Wife. 

28 Sifters Sons Wife. 

2p Wifes Brothers Daughter. 
30 Wifcs Siikrs Daughter. 


A W^man may not Marry her 

1 Grandfather. 

2 Grandmothers Husband. 

3 Husbands Grandfather. 

4 Fathers Brother. 
<j Mothers Brother. 

6 Fathers Sifters Husband. 

7 Mothers Sifters Husband. 

8 Husbands Fathers Brother. 

9 Husbands Mothers Brother. 

10 Father. 

11 Stepfather. 

12 Husbands Father. 

1) Son. 

14 Husbands Son. 

15 Daughters Husband. 

16 Brother. 

17 Husbands Brother. 
iS Afters Husband* 

ip Sons Son. 

20 Daughters Son- 

21 Sons, Daughters Husband. 

2 2 Daughters Daughters Husband. 

23 Husbands Sons Son. 

24 Husbands Daughters Son. 

Brothers Son- 
ad SiftasSon- 

27 Brothers Daughters Husband. 

28 Sifters Daughters Husband. 

29 Husbands Brothers Son. 

30 Husbands Sifters Son. 
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The RATIFICATION. 


THIS Booko/Artiebs before Rehearfed, is qain Approved and Mantd toU Jio!ienandExecU' 
ted within the Realm, by the Affent and Confent of our Sovereisn Lady EL I Z A B t T Kby the 
Grace of God, ^England, France, and Itdand. ^ueea, Defender ofthefa^ Kc. M Ar. 
ticks were deBheratefy Read, and Qmfirmed again by the Subfcriptm ofthe Hand tftbeArcbbffhopattd 
Bifhopsof theVmrHoufe and by the Subfcription cf the MeQergy (f the mher Ooitfe m their 
Onvocatm, inthe Hear cf our jjord, 1571. 


The T A B L E. 


iJPFMinthTAnki. 
OfCbrifi tit Son 4 Go* 
fUs gd^ imn hto mi. 

ij OftbtmhfGboft. 

6 Of the JtScieng of the Scripiun. 

7 OftheCMdTtJlamtUt. 

8 Of ibeTbree Creeds. 

9 Of Original Sin. 

10 OfFree-mlL 

11 Ofjuflifki0lm. 

12 (HG^odMrif. 

13 hefore JuftifcMUm 

14 OfWorh of Saperer^mim, 

15 Of Chrifi alone mtlmt Sn. 

16 OfSm 4terBaptifnu 

17 Of Preiefiimtkn and Billion. 

18 Ofoksimf^SahatiBnbyCbriJtr 

19 Of the Church 

Of the Mhmtj &f th Chnrci^ 


21 Of the AHtle^tj 6f Gemrd Comtti. 

22 Of Pttrgaterf, 

23 Of Minipif^intltCungr^athiu 

24 OfSpeaii^g in the Congr^atim. 

25 of toe Sacraments. 

^6 vf the Wmhinefs of Mmfim* 

27 OfBsptifm. 

28 Of the Lords S$$&per. 

29 OftheWichd,whiche4tmttheB^9fChr^^ 
io Of ktb Kinds. 

3 1 Of Chrifis cne OUatim. 

32 Of theA4jsrrlageefPriefls. 
Of Excomnmnicate Perjhns. 

34 Oy" the Trsdisim ^ the Chmrch^ 

35 W Homilies. 

36 OfQnfecratior of Minifters. 

37 OjCbil M^ifirates. 
58 Of Chri/fian mens Goods. 
39 Of 4 QrM^ nmi Oath 

TJk Ratip6MUn. 


^^^jL. ^i^^^ t^;^J<r^ c/^-^^^A^-^^^^X 

^/K: a^'^ ^ TABLE 
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The Ratification, Showing Entries. 


MARIE R. 

OUR Will and Fhafure is, That thefe Three Forms ofFrayer 
and Service, made for the Fifth o/November, the Thrtteth of 
January, and the Twenty ninth of Ua.y, he forthwith Prmted 
and Puhlified, and for the future Annexed to the Book of Common 
Prayer, and Liturgy of the Church 0/ England, to he ufed yearly on 
the faidDays'maU Cathedral and Colle/mte Churches and Chapels, m 
all Chapels 0/ alleges and Halls within both Our Umverfities, and 
of Our Colleges of Eaton and Winchefter, attd in all Farifh-Churches 
and Chapels within our Kingdom 0/ England, Dominion of Wales, and 
Town 0/ Berwick upon Tweed. 

Given at Our Court at WJjitehall the Sixth Day of OBoher, 1 692. 
In the Fourth Year of Our Reign. 

By Her Majefties Command, 

Nottingham. 

The Royal Authority for Three Forms of Prayek. *^53-2. 


THE NEW 

TESTAMENT 

OF OUR 

Lord and Saviour 
JESUS CHRIST, 

Newly Tranflated out of the Original Greek, 

And with the former 

TRANSLATIONS 

Diligently Compared and Revised. 
!^at'eftiej$ S^pecial Command 


Appointed to be Read in CHURCHES, 



LONDON, 

Printed by the AiFigns of Thomas Nex^mnh^ and Henry Hiffs^ 
deceas'd ; Printers to the Queens moft Excellent Majefty. 
MDCCXIL 


The Title Page of the New Testament. 


Opp. page 653-1. 
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Hours, it wafting as it fell got to be Great Debth and they continued 

going on foot on ye ice from Capt. Gabors side untill ye 27th of March, 

head of ye Brook up," 

The following page is a fac-simile of a printed page of the Apo- 
crypha, Ksdras, Chap, i/* with 26 verses and one line of the 27th 
verse. This is followed by a page that was a manuscript entry of the 
death of Stephen West, written on the last page of the Apocrypha. 

Then follows the fac-simile of the title page of The New Testa- 
ment." 

Then comes a printed page by the King authorizing the three 
forms of prayer and service made for the Fifth of November, the 
Thirtieth of January, and the Twenty-ninth of May/' and that they 
be forthwith printed/' &c. 

The next sheet is a printed page, containing The Ratification/' 
and commencing, " This book of articles, before rehearsed/' &c. 

The lower third of this page has a written entry concerning the 
death of Thomas Summerton/' &c. 

The MS. reads: 

" Thomas Summerton, Son of Thomas Summerton, Deceafed, October ye 
ist, 1736, in ye 26 year of his age. 

" Thomas Summerton, Son of Danl. Summerton, deceafed, March 24th, 
1740, in ye 7th month of his age, was born September i6th, 1740." 

The last page of the book is the printed Table of Kindred and 
Affinity/' &c., and at the foot of the page are the following MS. 
entries of George Hathaway, Sen/': 

George Hathaway, son of Jethro Hathaway, deceafed on 7th day Novem- 
ber 22d. 1746, in ye 5th month of his age. 

** Mathew West, son of Saml. West, deceased, February ye 17th, N, S. 
^753» in ye 24th Mo. of his age. 

Father, Samuel Jenney. deceast April ye 3, 1716, in ye 58 year of his age. 
Our Mother, Hannah Jenny, deceast September, the 2, 1749, in the 80th 
year of age." 

The fac-simile copy of this Bible is, when closed, inches 
long by 8 inches in width. It is bound in blue cloth with the words 
in gold letters on the back: 

THE 
MASONIC 
BIBLE 
OF THE 46TH REGT. 

There are 32 pages in the volume, the first being a fly-leaf, on 
the second page of which is the crest, while the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th 
pages are devoted to the printed statement of Bros. Lacy, Child, Max- 
well and Major Stuart; page 7 has the title page of the Bible; page 8 
is blank; page 9 bears the MS. lines Mother Mercy West," &c.; 
page 10, is blank; page 11 has a fac-simile of the first part of the 
^'^^g J^mes preface; page 12 is blank and page 13 has the remainder 
of the preface and the index to the Bible, Apocrypha and New Testa- 
ment; page 14 is blank and page 15 has a fac-simile of a printed page 
of the first Book of Moses to the end of the 28th verse; page 16 is 
blank and page 17 has a fac-simile of the manuscript page concern- 
ing the years 1746-7; page 18 is blank and page 19 gives the Apocry- 
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pha, the first 26 verses of Esdras ; page 20 is blank and page 21 has 
a line and a half of MS. commencing Stephen West ; page 22 is 
blank and page 23 has the title page of the New Testament; page 24 
is blank and page 25 has the Royal Command concemmg forms of 
prayer; page 26 is blank and page 27 has the Ratification/^ and the 
table of Faith in the Trinity,'' &c., and at the foot the MS. con- 
cerning Thomas Summerton/^ &c. ; page 28 is blank and page 29 
has A Table of Kindred " and the MS. lines commencing Georg^e 
Hathaway, Son/' &c. The pages 30, 31 and 32 are blank, the last 
two embracing the fly-leaf at the back of the copy of the Bible now 
in the possession of the Lodge of Antiquity at Montreal. 

So that pages 2, 3, 4, 5» 6, 7, 9, 11, 13. i5. ^9. 21, 23, 25, 27, 
29, all contain either printed matter or fac-simile pages of the old 
Bible and the manuscript entries therein. 

The statement of Col. Lacy is really a brief history of the regi- 
ment and as much of that lodge as the colonel knew. He commences 
with a statement of his own initiation and the finding of the chest of 
the lodge and the Bible. The record book and the copy of the by- 
laws are not extant, so that one has to depend upon the memory of the 
gallant officer with regard to incidents recorded in the work of the 
lodge. 

The fly-leaf of the printed book of Bye-laws 'J may, as Col, 
Lacy says, have contained the statement that Washington was ob- 
ligated thereon, and also that the Bible was captured by the Ameri- 
cans in the War of Independence, and that the book was again cap- 
tured by the French in their attack on the island of Dominica with 
the lodge jewels and mess plate of the officers, but there is no docu- 
mentary evidence of any kind, either direct or collateral, in support 
of the statement. 

The rest of his narrative gives an interesting amount of data con- 
cerning the founding- of the lodge, the history of the regiment, the 
entries on the leaves of the Bible, the resuscitation of the lodge and 
the custody of the old Bible. 

This is followed by another and similar statement by Lt. -Col- 
Child, recounting the revival of the lodge in 1833, the in- 
stallation of Col. Lacy as W. M., and the handing over in 1852 to the 
care of Major Maxwell the lodge chest and Bible. The reference to 
the Washington incident was a matter of hearsay with the colonel. 

The next letter is an acknowledgment of the receipt of the chest 
and Bible by Bro, Major-Gen. Alexander Maxwell, of the 46th, in 
1852, from Col. Child. Bro. Maxwell also believed in the old tradi- 
tions regarding chest and book. 

The last statement, written in 1871, by Donald Stuart, at one time 
major of the 46th, is unimportant. He apparentlv knew nothing. 
He thought John Skelton was master of the lodge, and that the 
'young fellows" of the regiment "used to draw John Skelton out 
about Masonry.'* 

As far as the life of the lodge is concerned during its military 
connection, nothing more can be given than what alreadv appears in 
the foregoing statements. 

The lodge was No. 227, warranted in 1752, by the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, and was known as ''The Lodge of Social and Military 
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Virtues," with the motto * Libens Solvit Merito Votum/' the initials 
of the Ancient Roman inscription Votum Solvit Libens Merito 
being transposed to meet the title of the lodge. 

The translation of the Roman inscription is He pays his vow 
(or discharges his obligation) willingly or justly/' Another formula 
is: He pays his vow with a willing mind/' 

The statement of Col. Lacy, already given, recounts the finding 
of the chest and Bible in 1831 in the storeroom of the regiment. The 
record book, probably the minute book, and the printed copy of the 
by-laws, with the written memorandum concerning the Washington 
incident and the subsequent capture by the enemy of the chest and 
warrant, have disappeared, either lost or destroyed or in the posses- 
sion of some one who declines to make their whereabovits known. 

In 1833 Col. Lacy returned to Kngland and endeavored to revive 
the lodge at Weedon, in Northamptonshire in 1834. The colonel 
succeeded, and was installed as W. M. by the celebrated Dr. Crucifix, 
as an officer of the Grand Lodge of Kngland. Col. Child also refers 
to the resuscitation of the lodge and his installation as S. W. by Dr. 
Crucifix in 1834, and from him we learn that the lodge worked for 
some time at a later period when the regiment was stationed in Ire- 
land. 

Prior to the removal of the regiment to Ireland the brethren 
of Manchester, hearing that a few of the old members of No, 227 had 
the old Bible of the lodge, received the brethren who carried the Bible 
in open lodge with grand honors, and entertained them at a banquet. 
The warrant of 1834 had endorsed thereon a certificate of Bro. Cruci- 
fix, who installed Bro. Lacy as W. M. This fact is attested by the 
certificate of the three brethren named in the warrant, viz: Bros. 
Lacy, W. M., Goodwin, S. W., and Edwards, J. W. 

After this. Col. Lacy, leaving the regiment, Bro. Child had 
charge of the chest, for the lodge had again become dormant, and 
finally the chest and Bible were handed over to Bro. Maxwell, as the 
senior brother in the 46th. 

In connection with the story of CoL Lacy there are a couple of 
statements that apparently conflict. In the ninth paragraph of his 
statement he says: ''By a memorandum in the handwriting of Bro. 
Col. Child, now S. O. P. at Belfast, in this Bible, I find the lodge was 
established on 4th May, 1752." 

This is followed by a paragraph in a letter of Col. Child, dated 
Belfast, 1 2th August, 1871, in which he says: 

On the return of the 46th regt. to Eng^land in 1833, it was proposed to 
revive the old regimental lodge. No. 227. This w^as carried out at Weedon, 
Brother Crucifix coming from London and installing Bro. Lacy, W.M., and 
myself as Senior Warden, and the Lodge worked for some time after our 
arrival in Ireland, but from the number of changes, consequent on the return 
of a Regiment from India, the Lodge again became dormant, and when Bro. 
Lacy left the Regiment shortly after, I took charge of the Lodge Chest, which 
I kept for several years." 

Tn the above it will be observed that Coh Lacy gives Col. Child 
as his authority for the date of the original warrant, whereas CoL 
Child, it is likely, ^ot his information from the memorandum on the 
back of the warrant of 1834, made and si^-ned by Lacy himself, imder 


656 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


date ^-2nd February, 1835, when he handed the warrant to Bro. Child. 
This statement in the last paragraph says that the lodge " No. 227, 
on the Registry of Ireland/' was established on the 4th March, 
1752, A.L. 5752." This shows a discrepancy of two months in the 
statements made. 

Bro. Alex. Murray, in a sketch of the lodge, assigns more im- 
portance to the apparent discrepancy than it merits. He thinks that 
when Bro. Child received the warrant, it was dormant, and that all 
the attending circumstances of 1834-35 had passed out of his mind 
until negotiations were opened in 1846 for the transfer of the warrant 
to Canada, and that he handed over the warrant without making any 
note of the facts contained in the endorsement. Bro. Murray thinks, 
however, that when Bro. Shepherd, as will be seen by the subsequent 
history of the warrant, applied to Ireland for a new warrant of the 
same name and number, he transcribed the endorsations, which could 
not have contained Bro. Child's name, or Bro. Shepherd, who was 
very methodical, would have given it. 

Bro. Murray alludes to the memo, of Bro. Lacy in the Bible, and 
thinks that it was written from memory after parting with the war- 
rant, and that forgetting his own endorsation he accepted that of 
Bro. Child as correct and recorded it in his history of the Bible. 

The date of the issue of the first warrant was 4th March, 1752, 
and as this is official from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the discussion 
on this point is at rest. 

In 1846 the 46th was stationed at Kingston, and in the regiment 
was Captain Child, the only remaining member of the lodge. He 
had possession of the chest, Bible and other properties of the lodge, 
which, after its reorganization, at Weedon, was only active for a year 
and then became dormant. 

In 1846 Sergeant-Major William Shepherd, of the Royal Artillery 
at Montreal, on behalf of himself and sixteen other Master Masons 
applied to Capt. Child for a transfer of the warrant, the chest and 
property, which consisted of a W. M/s and P. M.'s jewels and also 
of the jewels of the senior and jvmior wardens, and of the treasurer 
and secretary and tyler. 

The first negotiation for this transfer of the lodge property took 
place at Laprairie, near Montreal, on the 6th October, 1846, for at this 
time Capt. Child was quartered at that place. 

The deputation which waited on Bro. Child stated that they felt 
that there was opportunity for a lodge under military auspices at 
Montreal, and that it would likelv have more success than No 227 
had in the regiment. Bro. Child received the deputation courteously, 
and after some conversation acceded to their request, promising to 
send the warrant. ^ 

This visit to Laprairie is noted in the books of the Lodo^e of An- 
tiquity, and is borne out by a statement fyled in the documents of the 
lodge showmg that expenses were raised bv subscription of the 
members. ' 

rival of^^^e*w1>rr!SV*^*l'?," returned to Montreal they awaited the ar- 
as exner?ed^^H -^^'^ parchment however, did not come to hand 
non rCcei-nt i. yho^"''^ whereabouts or the reason for its 

non-receipt is shown by a draft of a letter in the papers of the lodffe 
sent some days later to Capt. Child, at Kingston. \h!s le«er reads? ' 
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" Sir: — The kindness with which, on the 6th ulto., you received the depu- 
tation at Laprairie from the Brethren about to form a Military Lodge, em- 
boldens us once more to trouble you on this subject. The non-arrival of 
the warrant, which you were pleased to say you would send to us, induces 
a fear either that it has miscarried or that you may not have had an oppor- 
tunity of sending it. Should the latter be the case, we would feel grateful if 
you would either send it by post, should you not fear for its safety, or desire 
Bro- Sergt. Clay to intimate to us the cause of its detention. Our anxiety 
to promote the object we have in view will, we feel confident, be the only 
apology necessary for thus troubling you," 

On the 4th of November, 1846, Bro. Shepherd and the brethren 
at Montreal seem to have held possession of the jewels and other 
furniture of the lodg-e. The following is a copy of the receipt for these 
articles : 

** The undersigned, a committee appointed to carry into effect the estab- 
lishment of a Military Masonic Lodge at Montreal in Canada, do hereby 
acknowledge to have received from Bro. Wm. Child, Captain in Her Majesty's 
46th Regt., the undermentioned Lodge jewels, etc., which we pledge ourselves 
and successors to return to the Brethren of the said Regt. (this being the 
consideration on which we have received them) at any period when the said 
Brethren shall demand the same for the purpose of assembling as a Lodge, 
our sole object in desiring possession of them and the warrant to which they 
belong, being to keep in operation a charter which so many interesting cir- 
cumstances have rendered invaluable in the estimation of Free-masons, viz.: 

"Jewels, Silver, with collars, Master, three Malletts; P. Master, four 
Pillars or Columns; Secretary, four Seals of sorts, handles ; Treasurer, one 
Plumb rule; Tyler, one collar; S. Warden, one sash; J. Warden, six aprons 
and one black silk bag. 

Wm. T. Shepherd, Sect/' 

" Montreal, Canada, 4th Nov., 1846." 

However, the warrant had not been received at that date, for Bro. 
Clay, of the 46th, who is referred to in the letter after the visit to 
Laprairie, writes from Kingston, C. W.,'* on the loth November, 
1846, as follows: 
" Dear Shepherd : — 

I expect by this time your patience is nearly exhausted, but really, I 
could not (you know) hurry the Captain on the subject; however, by fair 
dint of dodging I got it at last. I send you the warrant 227 in charge of the 
Steward of the * Highlander ' steamboat to Lachine, which he assures me will 
be delivered into your hands safe. Capt. Child's good wishes accompany the 
warrant for its success and likewise for your health and happiness. You will, 
on receiving the warrant, communicate with me, as I, as well as the Cap., 
should be glad to hear of its safe arrival. May the blessings of God attend 
you in your exertions to promote the welfare of the Craft and mankind 
generally. 

Yours fraternally, 

Robert Clay. 

" Sergt. 46th." 

The brethren had now the necessary authority to proceed with 
the reorganization of the lodg-e. Consequently they wrote to the Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ireland from " Montreal, Canada," 
on ''November, 1846/' as follows: — 

"Sir and Bro.: — The Brethren of Her Majesty's 46tb Regt. of Foot, hold- 
ing the warrant. No. 227, and constituting the Lodge of Social and Military 
3 mmt ^^23. 
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Virtues, dated at Dublin the 2nd day of August, A.L. 5834, having for a length 
of time from a variety of circumstances been prevented from assembling as 
a Lodge, have now at the request of the undersigned Master Masons, con- 
sented to the transfer to us of the said warrant, provided the M. W., the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, be pleased to sanction the same. We, therefore, 
having at heart the advancement and prosperity of the Craft, and being de- 
sirous of forming ourselves into a Lodge for the purpose aforesaid, do re- 
spectfully request that the M. W., the Grand Lodge of Ireland will be pleased 
to grant to us the requisite authority to assemble as a Lodge in the city of 
Montreal in the province of Canada, under the said warrant, and we hereby 
pledge ourselves to act strictly in accordance with the Constitution and dic- 
tates of that august body. We beg to acquaint you that we have nominated 
Bros. Wm. Shepherd to be W. M., W. Robinson to be S. W., and R. Balfour 
to be J. W., and that we have appointed the first Thursday in each month for 
our regular meeting. The circumstances of there being, so far as we know, no 
Lodge in Montreal, Canada, holding from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and 
not having means of reference to its Constitutions, will, we trust, be sufficient 
apology for any informality or deficiency in this application, and should it 
be complied with, we beg you will have the kindness either to forward to us 
by mail a copy of the Constitution, or acquaint us with any material points 
of difference, having reference to what may exist between those of the G. L. of 
England (of which we have a copy) and those of Ireland. And as our names 
have all been registered in the G. L. of England, we take the liberty of referring 
you there, should such a proceeding be considered necessary. 

•* If not inconsistent or contrary to the Constitution, and it be in posses- 
sion of the Grand Lodge, we would beg to be entrusted with the warrant in 
lieu 'of which the present one was granted (bearing date about A.D. 1752), 
many circumstances having occurred to render it a document of no ordinary 
interest, and, moreover, to be allowed to work, if possible, under the same, 
instead of that now in force. If a statement of the requisite fees, etc., required 
by the G. L., be forwarded with the authority herein requested, it will be 
promptly responded to. A reply to this at your earliest convenience will be 
gratefully received by 

Your obedt. servts., 
" W. Shepherd, late J. W.. 729, Reg. of England. 

Wm. Robinson, 

R. Balfour. 

Phillip St. Hill, 
" F. Fairbraes, 

R. Colquhoun, 

A. Courtenay, 396, 
We, the undersigned Masters and Past Masters of Lodges in this city, 
recommend a compliance with the foregoing application. 

T. Douglas Harington, W.M.; 

St. George's Lodge, No. 643, England; 
''J. Wright, P.M., of Lodges 214, 643 & 729. 
' "John Dean, P.M.. 643. England. 

" Montreal, Canada, 

26th Nov., 1846. 

" Be pleased to address under cover to Mr. P. St. Hill, Government 
Oflficer, Montreal. 

P.S. In order that no doubts may arise as to any unwillingness to 
transfer the warrant on the part of the Brethren of the 46th Regt., I annex 
an extract from a letter of one of their number." 

This letter, therefore, w^as an application for a renew^al of the 
warrant. In an article in the Montreal Masonic News,'' of 20th 
July, t886, in addition to the above names, as applying for the war- 
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rant, were those of Wm. Stevenson and D, Nunan," but these two 
do not appear in the MSS. examined. 

The W. M. and P. M.'s w^ho endorsed this appHcation are well 
known to Canadian Masons, W. Bro. T. D. Harington was W. M. 
of St. George's lodg-e. No. 643, E. R., working in Montreal. W. Bro. 
J. Wright, w^as P. M. of lodges, Nos. 214 (St. John's lodge, Quebec), 
643, and 729 (Lodge in the 80th Regt. of Foot), while W. Bro. John 
Dean was the secretary of the Kingston Convention, 1818, and of the 
second Provincial Grand Lodge under R. W. Bro. Simon McGilli- 
vray, 182:2-45. He was. a member of St. George's lodge, No. 643. 

Bro. Phillips St. Hill was a West Indian in the employ of the 
government. He w^as afterwards in Toronto, and was one of the 
charter members of St. John's lodge in that city. 

The reply to this application was not j^rompt, but it had the merit 
of being explicit as an expression of opinion from the authorities at 
Dublin. The Grand Secretary pointed out that no members of the 
lodge had a right to transfer the warrant without permission from 
the Grand Lodge, and that Sergt. Clay was not a registered member 
of the lodge, although Bro. Child was. The Grand Secretary then 
asked for a memorial in proper form, stating that the rcqviest for a 
new warrant would then be complied with. The letter read: 

Freemasons' Hall, 

Dublin, Feb'y 26th, 1847. 

"Dear Sir and Bro.: — 

" I duly received your favor of 20th Nov. last, respecting^ Masonic 
warrant. No. 227, and in reply beg to state that the members of that Lodge 
had no right to transfer the warrant to any other parties without leave first 
obtained from the Grand Lodge. You certainly have acted very properly in 
making the application as you have done, and which I have no doubt would 
meet every attention under other circumstances, but the warrant 227 having 
been granted to the 46th Regt. nealy 100 years ago as a military warrant to 
be attached to that Regt. only, if the members could not continue working it 
they should have returned it to us, which would have prevented any increase 
of dties or arrears accumulating against it, and we would have kept the num- 
ber unissued as long as they wished to give them the opportunity of redeem- 
ing it, if they should hereafter desire it. 

With respect to the original warrant, it was returned to us many years 
ago, so defaced and worn out that it was quite illegible, and the one you have 
issued in lieu of it. The old one was, of course, immediately cancelled. I 
have to observe that Sergt. Robt. Clay, who sent you the warrant, is not a 
registered member of 227, and, therefore, had no authority to act as he has 
done. Capt. Child is. If you are desirous of taking out a warrant from the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland you will please forward a memorial, similar in sub- 
stance to that already sent, at the same time sending the old warrant, and 
you can have the same number if you wish it; indeed, it is the earliest number 
now at our disposal, so many new warrants have been applied for. and issued 
within the last two or three years, that all the senior numbers are taken up 
that were vacant. 

" I enclose a copy of our laws for your information, by which you will 
perceive that every application for a new warrant should have the recommenda- 
tion of three neighboring Lodges, but as there are none under the Irish Con- 
stitution in the vicinity of Montreal, it would be advisable to get as many 

signatures of registered Irish Masons as possible. Bros. D. of 83, and 

Jer. O'Connell of 185, are both registered with us. Also the recommendation 
of the W. Masters of the English Lodges, as were to your former application. 

'''I am, dear Sir and Bro., 

Yours faithfully, 

"Wm. Shepherd, Esq., Per John Fowler. D.G.S., 

Montreal." George Rankin. 
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Within a month to the day Bro. Shepherd and his brethren had 
compHed with the instructions from Ireland. On the 26th March, 
1847, Bro. Shepherd repHed, stating: that Bros. Campbell and Child 
did not relinquish any claim to the warrant, but only consented, upon 
the understanding th'^at the Grand Lodge would consent, that Bro. 
Clay was only a medium of communication and was not to be blamed 
for a fraternal act, and that the application for a transfer was not a 
desire to save expense, but rather to possess an old and treasured 
document of great antiquity in preference to a new one, and he closed 
with a request that the application of 20th November, 1846, be 
granted. The letter read: 

** Montreal, Canada, 

" 26 March, 1847. 

Sir & Bro. :— 

" We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot Bro. Rankin's obliging 
communication of the 26th Feby last, with the enclosures, and beg leave to 
acquaint you in reference thereto: 

" I. That Bro. Major Campbell & Capt. Child (the only remaining mem- 
bers of the Lodge, we believe) have not relinquished their right to the wairant 
but only consented to its transfer to us in the event of the Grand Lodge sanc- 
tioning such proceeding. From this you will perceive that the warrant has 
not been transferred but only entrusted to us. 

" 2. That Bro. Robert Clay acted only as the medium of communication 
between the above-named Brethren and us, the 46th Regt., being at a distance 
of 200 miles from Montreal, and we beg to explain that our only object in 
forwarding an extract from his letter was to show to the G. L. that there 
existed no objection to the transfer of the warrant. Bro. Clay, therefore, we 
respectfully suggest, is not to be blamed in this matter. 

3. That it was not with a view to expect the saving of expenses that we 
applied for a transfer of the warrant. No. 227, in preference to a new one, 
but rather to possess one, the original of which is of so ancient a date, and 
which so many circumstances have combined to render (together with the 
jewels which the Brethren of the 46th Regt. have generously entrusted to our 
care) of great value in Masonic estimation. 

" We, therefore, beg leave most urgently to request that our application 
of 26th Nov. last may be granted, viz.: the transfer to us and the Brethren 
named in the annexed par. (Registered Master Masons under the Irish Con- 
situation, of the warrant. No. 227, and in the event of our request being ac- 
ceded to we will become responsible to the Grand Lodge for the amount 
of dues, etc., owing by the late lodge, and will, with pleasure, forward there- 
with the customary fees, etc., consequent on the transfer of the charter, re- 
gistries, an account of which if sent us with your reply will meet our prompt 
attention. 

We would, in conclusion, respectfully request a speedy reply to this 
communication, as much longer delay may reduce our members, and render 
more difficult the formation of the Lodge. 

We are, etc., 

" Wm. Shepherd, 
Wm. Robinson, 
''P. St. Hill, 

For the Brethren." 

" We, the undersigned Master Masons, registered in the books of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, desire to unite in the foregoing application, and 
in that of the 26th of Nov., 1846 (A copy of which we have perused), it being 
our purpose to become members of the Lodge, No. 227, if permitted by the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland to be constituted. 
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"Jeremiah O'Connell, No. 185; 
'* John Dalton, No. 295; 

Thos. Donaldson, No. 754; 
"Robert Smith, No. 588; 
"T. W. Ray, 588; 
" D. Gillan, No. 229/' 

Accompanying- this letter was a personal communication to the 
Grand Secretary of Ireland, a reading of which must create a smile 
among those who know something- of the trials and difficulties that 
sin-round the obtaining of signatures to petitions and other documents 
of a like character. Bro. Shepherd wrote: 

Dear Sir: I must apologize for the soiled state of the accompanying 
letter, which I would not forward were there sufficient time to allow of my 
obtaining the signatures to a clean copy, which there is not. The accident oc- 
curred from its having been carried about for signatures in a very severe snow 
storm, and the falling of a lighted candle upon it by one of the Brethren." 

On the 1 2th of June, the reply of the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
was received in Montreal. The petition had been dealt with by the 
Board of General Purposes at Dublin, in May, the resolution of that 
body being as follows: 

Grand Lodge of Ireland, 

Dublin, May 6th, 1847. 
Read a memorial signed by nine Brethren, principally on the register 
of the Grand Lodge of England, residing in Montreal, Canada, praying that 
warrant, No. 227, Irish registry, at present held by the 46th Regt. might be 
transferred to them, and permission be given to have the meetings of the 
Lodge held permanently in Montreal as a civil lodge, which was recom- 
mended by the W. M., and several Past Masters of Lodge 643, English Con- 
stitution. 

" The Board of General Purposes recommended that the old warrant. 
No. 227, being returned, the same number be issued to memorialists, which 
recommendation of the Board was approved of and confirmed by the Grand 
Lodge. 

By Order, 

" J. Fowler. D. G. Sect. 

" Bro. Wm. Shepherd^ 
Wm. Robinson, 
Robert Balfour, 

and other memorialists." 

On receipt of this letter Bro. Shepherd communicated with Bro. 
Child, at Kingston, enclosing copies of the correspondence with Ire- 
land, and stating that, as it was necessary to return the old warrant 
he begged to request Bro. Child to consent and promptly answer. 
The letter to Bro. Child, which was without date but which was pro- 
bably written on the 13th June, read: 

" Sir: — I regret that I am again under the necessity of troubling you on 
the subject of the warrant which you have kindly consented to transfer to 
certain Brethren here. By the enclosed copies of correspondence with the 
Grand Lodge, which I deem it right to put you in possession of, you will 
perceive that it is necessary to send home the old warrant and take out a new 
one (this would not have been necessary had it been under the the English 
Constitution). At a meeting of sixteen of our Brethren, held last evening 
it was resolved that in the event of your sanctioning the return to the Grand 
Lodge of the present warrant, we apply for a new one of the same number 
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and title. For this purpose I now trouble you, trusting- you will have no 
objection to our pursuing the course recommended by Grand Lodge, par- 
ticularly as in the event of the Brethren of the Regt. wishing to repossess 
themselves of the warrant, jewels, etc., the expenses to them will be no 
greater than paying the amount of the arrears due on the old one. 

There is one point in the Grand Lodge minutes to which it may be 
necessary to advert, namely, the meetings to be held as a civil lodge. I beg 
to explain that it was deemed desirable not to bind ourselves under the re- 
strictions of a military lodge, there being no other here under the Irish Con- 
stitution. Notwithstanding this the Lodge will be essentially a Military, 
though nominally a civil one. 

It being the anxious wish of the Brethren to forward our application 
home by the mail which will close here on the 14th inst., we would feel grate- 
ful if you would favor us with your decision (through Sergt. Clay) on the 
above subject at your earliest convenience/' 

On the receipt of Bro. Shepherd's letter Bro. Child had com- 
municated with Bro. Clay, and that Bro, wrote to Bro. Shepherd in 
connection with the dues in arrear on the old warrant. Bro. Clay 
wrote : 

" Kingston, loth June, 1847. 

Dear Shepherd : — 

You see Capt. Child has not delayed writing, as you will have a note 
from him at the same time you receive this. He appears much concerned 
for your prosperity in your new undertaking, as we have had a long con- 
versation on the subject when I gave him the two notes. He seems to think 
that providing you take a new warrant, which is only £7, you might in your 
next communication with the Grand Lodge mention whether you could not 
have the old number renewed at less than £6, on the ground that the Lodge 
was not working, and as Masons, I think they would on that head only have 
a little lenity. 

However, if it appears nothing can be done with the old number, Capt. 
Child desires me to inform you, he will communicate with Capt. Lacy (46th) 
the then installed Master to collect the amount from each member. But you 
will be able to judge from the Captain's letter how to act. 

" Yours aflfectionately. 

"'Robert Clay, 

Sergt. 46th." 

On the same date Bro, Child also wrote to Bro. Shepherd, agreeing 
to the proposal to retvtrn the original warrant. He expressed the 
opinion that the dues should not run while the lodge was dormant, 
and offered to write to Col. Lacy, the P, M., to call upon the old 
members to contribute to pay ofif' the amount claimed by the Grand 
Lodge. 

By this time Bro. Shepherd, who had been indefatigable in his 
interest in the revival of the lodge, sent a petition to Ireland, on 12th 
June, 1847. This petition was signed by fifteen Masons. 

With this memorial was a letter to the Grand Secretary of Ire- 
land from Bro. Shepherd. The letter is undated and incomplete, but 
it was evidently a draft of the entire letter that accompanied the me- 
morial. It read: 

** Sir & Bro: In acknowledging receipt of Bro. Rankin's communication 
of the loth ulto. permit me, in the first place, to tender my acknowledgment 
for your very prompt attention to our application, I enclose the old warrant 
as well as a copy of a note I have received from Bro. Child, from which latter 
document you will learn the cause of the accumulation of dues remaining un- 
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settled, and that Capt. Child was unaware of the existence of such debt, and 
would have remained so had T not deemed it right to forward him copies of 
our correspondence on this subject, and as it would be desirable and proper 
that the debt should be erased from the accounts of the Grand Lodge, I would 
beg to be permitted to suggest (as the duty of defraying this charge would 
fall on one or two remaining Brethren, who possibly were not parties to the 
omission in not reporting the cessation from working of the Lodge) the pro- 
priety of cancelling the charge for annual subscription during the period of 
the warrant laying dormant, as it would appear that Bro. Child is desirous that 
the charge should be defrayed. I would further beg to acquaint you that the 
Brethren are particularly desirous that the title of the warrant, 227, be re- 
tained, as the Lodge will in a great measure be composed of Military Brethren, 
when there does not happen to be a military Lodge in Montreal, and the 
jewels are so marked. I enclose a check on the Provincial Bank of Ireland 
for the sum of seven pounds Stg." 

To the memorial and letter a reply came dated Freemasons' 
Hall, Dublin, July -2nd, rS47,'^ to this effect: 

Dear Sir and Bro. : — 

Your favor of 13th June reached me just in time to lay your memorial 
for the warrant before the Grand Lodge at its monthly meeting last night, 
anl I have great pleasure in sa^dng that it was ordered. I lose no time, there- 
fore, in forwarding it by this day's post, which I believe will have it in Liver- 
pool in time for to-morrow's packet. 

I received the order for seven pounds which pays for the warrant. You 
still owe for the transfer of fourteen Brethren, who signed the memorial, in 
addition to the three named in the warrant, whose registry fees are included 
in the £7. With respect to the arrears against the old warrant all that will be 
required is the amount of dues for the time which Capt. Child considers the 
Lodge may have actually worked. 

I have just time to conclude with wishing Lodge 22y every success and 
prosperity. 

" Yours faithfully. 

Per John Fowler, D. D. G. S., 
Wm. Shepherd, Ksq., George Rankin." 

Montreal/' 

This letter, states Bro. Alexander Murray, is endorsed by Bro. 
Shepherd, as Received, March 1848, answ^ered 14th March, 1848/' 
This was an interval of eight months, and the reason for the delay in 
the receipt of the warrant is thus explained: — 

When the first application was made for a warrant Bro. Shep- 
herd in writing to the Grand Secretary of Ireland, directed him to 
address the letter, which would contain the warrant to Phillip St. 
Hill, Government office, Montreal. When the application for the 
warrant was renew^ed Bro. Shepherd, in writing to Ireland, omitted 
this instruction as to the address of the letter, and the Grand Secre- 
tary, having forgotten the original instructions, addressed the letter 
direct to Bro. Shepherd at the Post Office in Montreal. The letter, 
containing the warrant, reached Montreal in due course, but in those 
days there w^as no postal delivery, and Bro. Shepherd, expecting that 
the letter w^ould be addressed to Bro. St. Hill at the Government 
Office, applied to him for such a letter, never dreaming that it would 
be addressed to himself direct. However, it was not only addressed to 
him, but was also advertised as being in the post office and in due 
course returned to London, stamped " Advertised and not called for." 

Postage even in the days of 1846 was an expensive matter, for 
the charge for sending a package such as this warrant from Eng- 
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land to Canada would amount to about a dollar. Bro. Shepherd evi- 
dently desirous of saving- the postal charges, desired the packag-e to be 
addressed to the Government Office, where it would have been de- 




hvered free. The original envelope, when sent to this country, 
showed a charge of 5s. 2>^d. for postage payable on the warrant. 
Ihis envelope is stamped July 2nd, 1847, and Nov. 15th, 1847, and 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


665 


with some illegible marks. It is now in the possession of the Lodge 
of Antiquity. 

Thus was the mystery of the delay solved. The warrant, dated 
I St July, 184.7, having been received and everything being in order, 
the lodge was summoned and duly constituted by the officers of St, 
George's lodge. No. 643, E. R., on the 23rd March, 1848, 

On December 7th, 1848, Bro. Shepherd communicated with the 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. He wrote: 

Sir & Bro: Referring- to my communication to you of the 14th of 
March, I embrace the present opportunity of acquainting you that the Lodge, 
No. 227, was duly constituted and its officers installed on the 23rd of that 
month, and I annex for the information of Grand Lodge a list of officers and 
members by which you will perceive there has been a considerable falling ofif 
between the dates of our application and the receipt of the warrant. In a com- 
munication which I received from Bro. Capt. Child, 46th Regt., I find that 
the old Lodge ceased working in less than twelve months after taking out the 
warrant. 

" Jf at your convenience you will acquaint this Lodge with the amount 
due to the Grand Lodge the same will be remitted. 

I am. Sir & Ero., 
" Fraternally yours, 

" W. Shepherd, W. M. No. 227, I. R. 

** The Grand Sect., 

Grand Lodge of Ireland, 

"Dublin." 

Address in future T. D. Harington, Esq., W. M., Lodge, 227, Govern- 
ment Office, Montreal, who since the above was written has been elected W. 
M. for the ensuing year," 

The officers and members returned at this time were as follows: 

W. Bro. Wm. Shepherd, W. M. Bro. Philip S. Hill, S. D. 

W. Bro. T. D. Harington, P. M. Bro. Wm. Stevenson, J. D. • 

Bro. Courtenay, Bro. S. Compain, I. G. 

Bro- Wm. Robinson, S. W. Bro. Robert Colquhoun, Tyler. 

Bro. W. G- Malcolm, J. W. Bro. John Dukey. 

Bro. Geo. J. Stanley, Sect. Bro. Isaac Moffat. 

Bro. John Dalton, Treas. 

In a former letter Bro. Shepherd had referred to the fact that 
while the lodge would be essentially a military one, its complexion 
might change from the removal of some of the military brethren, and 
it is very probable that W. Bros. T. D. Harington and Courtenay, 
both past masters of St. George's and Elgin lodges, affiliated with No. 
227 in order to show their desire for its success. Bro. Harington 
affiliated in May, 1848, and was elected W. M. at the communication 
of December, 1848, and on 22nd October, 1849, withdrew from the 
membership of the lodge as he was leaving the city of Montreal. 
Bro. Harington was an officer of the Government. 

There is no record of the work of the lodge until 27th December, 
1854, w^hen at the regular communication the following officers and 
brethren were present: 

W. Bro. W. G. Malcolm, W. M.; V. W. Bro. W. M, Brown, P. M. ; V. 
W. Bro. E. Morris, Actg:. S. W. ; V. W. Bro. J. Thorn, J. W. : V. W. Bro. 
J. A. B. McGill, Actg. S. D.; V. W. Bro, Kobensky, J. D, ; V. W. Bio. C. 
Vangibson, I. G. ; V. W. Bro. Wm. Hannah, Tyler, and other Brethren and 
visitors. 
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As is known by a reading; of other parts of this history, in 1855, 
meeting's, which led to the formation of the Grand Lodg:e of Canada, 
were held, and those who had charge of the matter communicated 
with the different lodges in Canada in all jurisdictions, with the idea 
of having each lodge represented at the Convention, which was to be 
held on the 2nd Wednesday in October, 1855, at Hamilton. On the 
receipt of a communication on this subject a meeting of No. 227 was 
held, but being an emergent meeting it was laid over until the next 
regular communication. At this meeting, which took place on the 
6th Sept., 1855, the secretary read a communication, with the resolu- 
tions adopted by the Convention held in the Clifton House, Niagara 
P'alls, on the 19th Jvily, for the purpose of considering the expediency 
of forming an independent Grand Lodge, and requesting delegates 
to be sent to a Convention, to be held at Hamilton on the loth Octo- 
ber. The proposals were discussed in the lodge, and resolutions were 
carried to the effect: 

That this Lodge fully concurs in the views contained in said communi- 
cation as regards the expediency of establishing an Independent Grand Lodge 
for Canada as they consider it will be of great benefit to the craft in general, 
and Bro. E. Morris, S. W., and A. Malcolm, J. W,, be requested to attend 
the meeting to be held in Hamilton next month, as delegates from this Lodge, 
and that the Sect, inform Bros. Thos. B. Harris. Sect, to said Convention, of 
the same." 

On tlie 1st November, 1855, the regular meeting of the lodge 
was held, when the delegates, who had been appointed at the regular 
meeting in September, reported that they had been unable to attend 
the meeting at Hamilton, but were happy to inform the brethren that 
it had been fortunate enough to secure as its representative R. W. 
B ro. Dr. Bernard, W. ^I. of St. Oeoi'ge's lodge, and trusted that the 
lodge would approve of their action in this regard. It may be said 
that no meeting had been held on the regular night in October, owing 
to the fact that the fall of Sebastopol was celebrated with illumina- 
tions and rejoicings, not only in Montreal, but all over the Dominion. 

At the meeting in November, Bro. Bernard was present, and 
made his report to the lodge, stating that the Grand Lodge of Canada 
had been established and its officers appointed. The brethren were 
pleased with the action of Bro. Bernard, and, therefore, passed a 
resolution of thanks and admitted him as an honorarv member, in 
consideration of the services rendered by him to the' Craft in the 
establishment of the Grand Lodge. The lodge further approved and 
confirmed his action as proxy delegate, by resolving : 

" Thnt the report delivered by R. W. Bro Bernard be received and this 
Lodge highly approve and confirm the conduct of our proxy delegate R. W. 
Bro. Bernard, and the proceedings of the Convention held at Hamilton on 
the loth Oct. last, and will affiliate wnh said Lodges. 

" That this Lodge recognize the Grand Lodge of Canada as the Supreme 
and only legitimate Masonic authority in Canada. 

" That this lodge hereby surrenders its warrant to the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland and will hereafter exist under the jurisdiction of the Canadian Grand 
Lodge." 

There does not seem to have been any record of the return of 
the Irish warrant or of the receipt of the new warrant from the Grand 
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Lodge of Canada, but the latter org-anizatioii granted a warrant 
to the Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, N'o. 227, on the register 
of the G rand Lodge of Ireland, as an af¥iliated lodge under the same 
designation and enrolled as No. i on its registry, on 26th November, 
1855, the following brethren being named thereon as officers: Wni. 
M, Browne, W.M.; Edwin Morris, S.\V. ; Robert A. Malcolm, J.W. ; 
Wm. G. Malcolm, Gostick Reinhardt, John F. Bower, Wm. Bower 
and others. The warrant is signed by Wm. Mercer Wilson, Grand 
Master ; A. Bernard, D.G.M., and Thos. B. Harris as Grand Sec- 
retary. 

Attached to the warrant is an official copy of the resolution of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, authorizing the change of name from " The 
Lodge of Social and Military Virtues " to The Lodge of Antiquity/' 
and givine to the lodere the privilege of wearing gold instead of silver 
jewels. This resolution reads : 

""^ Resolved that the Lodge of Social & Military Virtues shall henceforth 
be called the Lodge of Antiquity, wear gold instead of Silver Jewels and take 
precedence of all numbered Lodges. 

Given under my hand and seal of this Grand Lodge at Hamilton, the 
24th of August, A.L. 5857. A.D. 1857, 

Thos. B. Harris, G. Sect/' 

It is recorded that at the reg-ular communication of this lodge, 
held on the ist of May, 1856, 

** The W. M. read a copy of the official recognition of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada (and its subordinate Lodges working under their jurisdiction) by 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, when it was proposed by Bro. R. A. Malcolm, 
seconded by Bro. Levine, that a communication be sent to the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland embodying the thanks and good wishes of this Lodge for the kind- 
ness and attention shown them during the long time that they had worked 
under a charter of the said Grand Lodge of Ireland, and a committee of the 
R. W. the D. G. M,, the W. and the S. W. were named to carry the same 
into effect. " 

This is practically all that is known of the history and work of 
this lodge from its revival in 1848 down to its affiliation with the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. A resume of its history shows that the 
original warrant was granted 4th March, 1752, that a second warrant 
was granted in 1801, but that this warrant was lost in Dominica, W.I., 
in 1805; that a third warrant was issued in 1805, but that this was 
returned to the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1834, so illegible as to be 
undecipherable. On the 2nd August, 1834, a warrant was issued to 
Bros. Lacy, Godwin and R. J. Edwards, of the 46th Regiment,, and 
this w^arrant was returned to the Grand Lodge of Ireland on the 13th 
June, 1847. On the ist July, 1847, a warrant was issued to William 
Shepherd, W. Robinson and R. Balfour, as W. M., S. W. and J. W., 
respectively, and this warrant was returned to the Grand Secretary 
of Ireland on the affiliation of the lodge with the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, and finally the name of the lodge was changed to The Lodge 
of Antiquity/' taking precedence of all numbered lodges. 
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CHAPTKR XCV. 

St. John's Lodge, No. 231, Grand Registry of Ireland, City 
OF Hamilton, Township of Barton, County of Went- 
worth, 1852-55. 

St. John's lodge. No. 231, was one of the lodges founded in Can- 
ada prior to 1855 bv the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The warrant was 
dated 2nd July, 1852, with W. Bro. T. B. Harris, W.M. ; Alfred 
Booker, S.W., and J. W. Kerr, as J. W. 

The first re^fular meeting was held on the 27th December, 18^2, 
in the Germania hall, north-east corner of John and Main streets, 
Hamilton, when the officers were installed by V. W. Bros. Richard 
Bull, Charles Magill, H. B. Bull and S. Farew'ell. 

As the 27th was the celebration of the festival by other Hamilton 
lodges, St. John's was called for 6.30 p.m., and after installation and 
the reading of petitions for initiation from Messrs. John Berry, C. H. 
Clarke and James F. Carter, the lodge closed at 7.30 p.m,, and the 
W. M., officers and members having accepted an invitation to dinner 
from the members of Strict Observance lodge, a lodge of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, under ]VI. W. Bro. Sir A.. I*^. ^'lacN^ab, they 
adjourned to the City Hotel, and an enjoyable evening was spent. 

The second regular meeting was held on the 20th January, 1853, 
when the ballot was passed on the proposals read at the previous meet- 
ing, and 

*' upon the Senior Deacon proceeding to prepare Mr. Bury for his initia- 
tion having refused to comply with ancient usage, he was allowed to retire." 

Mr. Clarke was initiated and three propositions were read and 
the lodge closed. 

On the 17th February, 1853, the third meeting was held, at which 
there was quite a gathering. Two petitions were read, and Mr. Chas. 
Norton was initiated. A committee was appointed to compile by- 
laws, and the monthly dues were fixed at one shilling and three pence 
currency, and £3. 15s. od. as the initiation fee, which included the 
Grand Lodge certificate. 

At an emergent meeting- held on the 24th January, 1853, Mr. G, 
T. Malcolmson and Mr. McLean were initiated and Mr, J. Copp was 
proposed. At the March meeting it was resolved to purchase a Bible, 
cushion, square and compass and twelve aprons for the use of the 
lodge. On the passing of this resolution the following brethren 
signified their intention of presenting the lodge with the articles re- 
quired : Bros. C. L. Beard and T. C.^^Clarke, the square and compass; 
Bro. J. W. Kerr, a Bible; Bro. James Seymour, circulars for meetings; 
Bros. Norton, Malcolmson and McLean, aprons, and the W. M. the 
cushion. 

An emergent meeting on the 24th March and a regular on the 21st 
April were devoted to degree work. It was resolved to expend £10 
" towards the contemplated improvements and the purchase of an 
f^rgan and new furniture for the Masonic hall,'' and that a chest be 
furnished for the jewels, regalia and other propertv of the lodge. 
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The meetings of April and May were for degree work, and at the 
June meeting, as W. Bro. T. B. Harris was about to visit Ireland, he 
was empowered to take with him and " pay over to that Grand Lodge 
the amount of dues owing by the lodge." This meeting had been 
called for an afternoon hour and was called off at 5.30. In the even- 
ing the brethren proceeded to the Church of the Ascension, in com- 
pany with the brethren of Barton lodge, when a sermon was preached 
by Rev. Bro. Dr. Lundy, after which the brethren dined together at 
the City Hotel. On Sunday, the 24th July, the lodge attended the 
funeral'of the late Bro. Pollard. 

At the September meeting in 1853 ^ proposal to aid in the erec- 
tion of an orphan asylum for the Craft was deferred until the return 
of the W. M. from Ireland. W, Bro. Harris, the W. M., was in the 
chair at the October meeting, having returned from Europe. At this 
meeting a committee was appointed to confer with a similar com- 
mittee from Strict Observance lodge, with regard to the founding of 
an orphans' asylum. 

At the meeting on the 17th November, 1853, it was resolved that 
an emergency meeting be held on the 24th November for the pur- 
pose of meeting delegates from other lodges, to consider certain resolu- 
tions passed at the meeting of King Solomon's lodge, Toronto, held 
on the loth November. About this time the question as to the estab- 
lishment of an independent Grand Lodge was being discussed in 
Masonic circles. On the loth November delegates from the Irish 
lodges were present at the meeting of King Solomon's lodge, Toronto, 
and resolutions to the effect that the rapid increase of lodges in Can- 
ada under the Grand Lodge of Ireland required a provincial govern- 
ing authority ; that a committee be appointed to draft resolutions for 
the government of such, and, further, that for the better management 
of business connected with Masonry in Canada West, an independent 
Grand Lodge be established, and that the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
be notified of the intention of the brethren in this jurisdiction to form 
an independent Grand Lodge for Canada West. 

The adjourned meeting was held in due course at Hamilton on 
the 24th November, at which delegates were present. The proceed- 
ings of this meeting are duly recorded in the chapter devoted to the 
history of the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada. St. John's 
lodge endorsed the course adopted, and its assistance contributed 
materially in the discussions which followed, and which eventually 
resulted in the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

In December, 1853, it was determined to celebrate the festival of 
St. John, the Evangelist, by a Masonic ball. There does not seem 
to have been any record of the meeting on the 27th November, except 
that the proceedings of the 15th December, 1853, were confirmed this 
27th December, 5853.'' 

At the meeting of 26th January, 1854, the lodge decided to pay 
the cost of the convention held on the 24th November, 1853, and also 
passed a vote of thanks to Bro. Sir Allan MacNab for his presence 
(notwithstanding his weak state of health) at our late ball." In 
another resolution the brethren presented our substantial expression 
of gratitude to Bro. Richard Bull for many acts of brotherly kindness 
he has shown St. John's lodge.'* 
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The meetings from January to April were principally for the 
routine work of the lodge, inckiding a large amount of degree work. 
At the meeting of the 15th June, 1854, Brantford lodge. No. 323, 
another lodge on the Irish register, invited the members to celebrate 
the festival of St. John the Baptist, with them, and at the same meet- 
ing the lodge acknowledged the receipt of the proceedings of the 
convention held at London, Canada West, 1854, in connection with 
the organization of the Grand Lodge of Canada. This was the con- 
tinuation of the convention held on the 24th November, in Hamilton, 
and the lodge ordered that the communication be deposited in the 
archives of this lodge.*' 

After the installation of officers, W. Bro. J. W. Klerr, being in- 
stalled master, a conversation then ensued as to the proper manner 
of celebrating St. John's day. One proposed an excursion by rail- 
way, another a dinner at Bro. Norton's, and finally a committee was 
appointed to confer with sister lodges in Hamilton on the subject. 
The invitation from Brantford was respectfully^ declined, as the lodge 
proposed " to celebrate the day at home.'' Before the meeting closed 
W. Bro. J. W. Kerr, the new master, made some feeling remarks/' 
complimentary to the retiring ma.ster, W. Bro. T. B. i-larris, allud- 
ing to his long and arduous services in connection with the lodge, and 
the many benefits it has received at his hands." The brethren had 
the highest regard for Bro. Harris, and concurred sincerely in the 
sentiments expressed by Bro. Kerr,'" to all of which Bro. Harris 
happily and suitably replied." 

At the meeting of 17th August, 1854, it was resolved to present 
W. Bro. T. B. Harris with a past master's jewel, and this intention was 
put into ef¥ect on the 7th December following. 

At the meeting of 21st September, after degree work, the lodge 
decided to lend Bro. Lelany, of Dunnville, $20, to enable him to re- 
erect his building w^iich was destroyed by a tremendous storm on the 
1st August last." 

At the meeting oj 19th October, 1854, Mr. Brackstone Baker, 
and Mr. W. Iv. Muir, both of the Great Western Railway, were initi- 
ated. Mr, Brackstone Baker subsequently filled a high position in 
connection with the Craft, and represented some Masonic bodies in 
England as a member of the United Grand Lodge of England. Mr. 
W. K. Muir was afterwards general manager of the E>etroit and 
Milwaukee Railway. 

On the 2nd November, 1854, it was resolved to appoint W. Bro. 
T. B. Harris as a delegate to the convention, to be held at Toronto 
on the 9th November in connection with the formation of the inde- 
pendent Grand Lodge. At an emergency on the 30th November it 
was resolved to celebrate St. John's day by a dinner, and to arrange 
the matter with Strict Observance lodge, it being understood that a 
subscription be taken: up for the relief of families of poor and dis- 
tressed brothers." The committee decided that the dinner should be 
at Bro. T. Davidson's City Hotel, and that a deputation wait upon the 
Provincial Grand Master, Sir Allan MacNab, and request his pres- 
ence, and that the amount collected at the festival be divided amongst 
the lodges of Strict Observance and St. John's for distribution in their 
benevolent funds. 
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On the 21st December, 1854, Bro. W. C. Stephens, secretary of 
the Great Western Railway, was admitted a member of the lodge, 
and at this meeting Bro. Carleton tendered his resignation, owing to 
his leaving the country. The brethren expressed the hope that the 
Great Architect of the Universe may shield and protect him where- 
ever Providence may cast his lot/' 

It was also resolved at this meeting to communicate with Barton 
lodge relative to the proposed alterations required at the Masonic 
hall. This hall was situated on the north-east corner of Main and 
John streets, and was known as the Germania Hall. Barton lodge 
and Strict Observance lodge also met in this hall. 

At the meeting of January i8th, 1855, Bro. Bull, who had been 
appointed on a committee from Strict Observance lodge, to wait upon 
St. John's lodge and Barton lodge and ask for their co-operation with 
regard to the establishment of a general Masonic benevolent fund, 
asked St. John's lodge to appoint delegates on a committee for this 
purpose. 

The celebration of the festival of St. John, in E)ecember, 1854, 
while it had been a great success as a social reunion, had not proved 
so satisfactor\' financially, as a statement prepared showed a deficit 
of £1. 14s. 3d., which the lodge ordered to be paid. This, however, 
was a separate account from the donations received at the festival, for 
these were ordered to be distributed in accordance with the original 
proposal. At this meeting a jewel was voted to W. Bro. Kerr for 
his services to the lodge. 

On the 15th Februarjs 1855, there was an animated discussion 
over the introdviction of a candidate, who had been favorably reported 
upon by the committee. The secretary informed the lodge that the 
W. M. had stated to him that a brother of the lodge had an objec- 
tion to the candidate, and added that he w^ould like to hear the objec- 
tion of this brother. Upon the request being made the objecting 
brother declined to state his reasons, but said he would blackball 
the candidate." It appears that this friction arose from the fact that 
the candidate announced himself a carpenter when he really was a 
tucker,'' and he having assumed a profession which he is not en- 
titled to, he would not sit with him, nor associate with him, nor give 
him the right hand of fellowship," after which the W. M. expressed 
a desire to have the opinion of some past masters, and the contend- 
ing parties abandoned the discussion." 

The fact that the candidate was a tuck-pointer seems to have 
been a serious matter to, at least, one member of the lodge. The 
objector evidently thought that the connection of men who worked 
in wood, brick and plaster was not desirable. At this meeting Bro. 
C. J. Brydges, of the Great Western Railway, who desired affiliation 
with the lodge, and who was proposed at a former meeting, was bal- 
loted for, and accepted. Before the lodge closed Bro. William 
Thomas, who had objected to a candidate, because he was a " tuck- 
pointer," and W. Bro, Kerr, the W. M., shook hands and made 
ample apologies for the unpleasant, as well as warm expressions given 
to their feelings in the heat of discussion respecting the petition of 
Mr. D. Murray," 

At the meeting of the 15th March, iS^^, Bro. Murray's petition, 
however, was " allowed to lie on the table." This procedure is scarcely 
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in accordance with present Craft rulings, for in these days the ballot- 
ing on a petition of a candidate favorably reported upon cannot be 
postponed. The warm discussion of the previous meeting had created 
some little friction in the lodge, and had been spoken of after the 
lodge closed, so that at the meeting of March 15th, the W. M. said 
that it had come to his knowledge that some brother had been di- 
vulging the secrets of the lodge with reference to the remarks made 
at the last meeting on the petition of Mr. D. Murray/' He, therefore, 
appointed a committee to ascertain the guilty party, and report at 
the next regular/' This committee reported at the regular meeting 
in April to the effect that the question of speaking of Masonic matters 
to the uninitiated merits the condemnation of evei^^ right-thinking 
brother." The report, however, contains no name, although they 
had evidently discovered the offender, for the minutes state that the 
lodge was 

satisfied with the explanation given by a young brother to Bro. P. 
Masters of the lodge, and the contrition he has expressed with the charge 
against him." 

The question of infringement of jurisdiction came before the 
members at this meeting, and it was resolved that when a petition 
for membership or initiation 

is received by any applicant residing outside of the city, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary to correspond with the lodge nearest to the place of 
residence of the applicant, in order to ascertain if there was any objection to 
such initiation by such lodge, and that the ballot should not be passed until 
such enquiry was made." 

Bro. Brackstone Baker had been to England, and, not forgetting 
his lodge, sent a letter in May, 1855, presenting the lodge with three 
tracing boards, which were duly acknowledged. 

The festival of St. John the Baptist was not celebrated on the 
24th June, but was postponed until the 12th July, when an excursion 
was held on the steamer Arabian." In this month W, Bro. J. W. 
Kerr was presented with a past master's jewel, and at the meeting in 
August a communication was read from W. Bro. T. B. Harris, con- 
taining the resolutions adopted at the celebrated convention held at 
the Clifton House on the 19th July, 1855. The lodge at this meeting 
instructed the secretary to notify the qualified officers to represent 
the lodge at the convention to be held in Hamilton on the loth Octo- 
ber for the erection of an independent Grand Lodge of Canada, and 
at the meeting of September 20th a communication was read from 
W. Bro. T. B. Harris, secretary of the previous conventions, and 
" concurring in the estabHshment of an independent Grand Lodge/' 

A committee was appointed to confer with other committees from 
Strict Observance and Barton lodges as to the propriety of securing 
the two rooms " now in the possession of Mr. McCutcheon." 

The result of enquiry concerning the location of these rooms is 
not satisfactory. R. W. Bro. J. J, Mason states that Bro. Henry Mc- 
Cutcheon was an officer of the Bank of Montreal at that period, and an 
active member of the Craft. It is, therefore, possible that these may 
/jave been rooms of which Bro. McCutcheon may have had the rent- 
ing, either in the neighborhood of Barton lodge room, or, possibly, 
near the bank. 
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On October loth the convention, at which the Grand Lodge was 
formed, was held in Hamilton, and at the meeting of St. John's lodge, 
on October 18th, the representatives of the lodge at this convention 
reported that they had ple<iged their allegiance to the formation of 
a Grand Lodge, and also the support of the lodge for the same object. 
Upon this a resolution was passed 

" That this lodge, having heard the report of the delegates, who repre- 
sented this lodge at the convention on the loth inst., & on being informed 
that a G. Lodge of Canada had been declared formed, and that the said dele- 
gates had transferred their allegiance to the said Grand Lodge of Canada, 
that this lodge approve of and conform all and everything that has been done 
on its behalf/' 

This was followed by a second resolution to the effect that 

** this lodge from henceforth own the existence of and tender its allegi- 
ance to the Grand Lodge of Canada and the Masonic jurisdiction thereto 
belonging." 

And it was finally resolved to send an extract from the minutes of 
this meeting" to the Grand Lodge of Canada and also to the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland. 

This concludes the history of St. John's lodge. No. 231, on the 
registry of the Grand Lodg'e of Ireland. The minutes of an emer- 
gency meeting" in December are entered as those of St. John's lodge^ 
G.R.C," and the year's proceedings concluded by a celebration of the 
festival of St. John in the form of a dinner at Bro. Charles Norton's 
hotel. 


CHAPTER XCVI. 

Lodge, No. 232, St. Thomas, Township of Yarmouth, Coukty 
OF Elgin, Grand Lodge of Ireland, 1853-55, 

Another lodge of Irish origin which had quite an active if not 
lengthened existence, was No. 232, warranted by the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland at St. Thomas, Canada West, forty-six years ago. The 
warrant was dated on the 30th March, 1853, and the lodge was known 
as St. Thomas' lodge, No. 232, I.R. The warrant gives the names 
of Henry Caldwell, Elijah Eli Duncombe and Murdock McKenzie 
in the county of Elgin, as the W. M., S. W. and J. W. respectively, of 
the lodge. The warrant is duly signed by M. W. Bro. the Duke of 
Leinster, as Grand Master of Ireland, and Bro. Fowler as Deputy 
Grand Secretary. 

The records of the work of the lodge have not been preserved, 
but the warrant under Ireland was in operation until October, 1855, 
when the lodge affiliated with the Grand Lodge of Canada at the con- 
vention which met at Hamilton preliminary to the formation of the 
Grand Lodge. The old warrant was retained by the lodge. Across 
its face is written the following : 
I 43a 
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We, the Past Masters of St. Thomas Lodge, No. 21, G. R. C, formerly 
No. 232, G. R, I., do hereby declare that We hold possession of this Warrant 
out of respect for our Parent Grand Lodge, that from which this Warrant 
issued, yet at the same time We declare that as we have received a Warrant 
from the Grand Lodge of Canada, under which we are now working, we 
look upon this as a Dead Letter. 

"W. Caldwell, P. M. 
"Thos. D. Warren, P. M." 

Upon affiliation with the Grand Lodge of Canada the lodge be- 
came No. 21 upon its register. 


CHAPTER XCVII. 

St. David's (Vaughan) Lodge, No. 236, Grand Registry of Ire- 
land, AT NOELEVILLE, NOW MaPLE, ToWNSHIP OF VaUGHAN^ 

County of York, 1854-56. 

Three and a half miles west of Richmond Hill and eighteen miles 
north-west of Toronto is the prosperous little village of Maple, in 
Vaughan township, county of York. It is situated on the north 
division of the Grand Trunk Railway. The settlement dates back to 
181 5, and it was called, as early as 1840, Rupertville, after a family of 
that name, subsequently Nobleville, after another resident family, and 
in 1855 it was named Maple, and it has retained that name until the 
present time- 
Prior to 1854 those who desired Masonic connection in and 
around the settlement at Maple journeyed to Richmond Hill, where, 
from about 1826-27, there had been established a Craft lodge under 
the jurisdiction of the second Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper 
Canada, 

Of the work of this lodge all that is extant is to be found in the 
MS. minutes of 1830-31, its svibsequent life being continued in the 
work of Richmond lodge at Richmond Hill, under a dispensation 
from the third Provincial Grand Lodge of 1845, reviving the warrant 
of 1826-27 issued by the second Provincial Grand Lodge. 

In 1854 a iew brethren, who lived at Maple, or rather Nobleville, 
determined to organize a lodge, but, knowing that the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Upper Canada would not issue a warrant 
which would interfere with the work of Richmond Hill lodge, four 
miles distant, the Nobleville brethren determined to apply to the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland for a warrant. 

The earliest record is a copy of part of a petition, sent 23rd March, 
1854, to the Grand Lodge of Ireland applying for a warrant for a lodge 
to be known as St. David's lodge, Nobleville, township of Vaughan, 
Canada West, and enclosing a bank draft for £7 in payment thereof. 
The petitioners were William F. Ward, Thomas Gordon, James 
Woods, James Dick and James Gordon. 

On the 8th May, 1854, a reply, addressed to Mr. J. Woods, 
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W.M., Lodge No. 236, Nobleville, C.W./' was received from the Grand 
Secretary at Dublin, acknowledging the receipt of the draft and en- 
closing warrant No. 236, with a copy of the constitution. The name 
of the lodge is not given in the letter, but subsequent minutes show 
that it was called \ aughan Lodge." 

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Ireland for 24th June, 
1855, contain a record of the issue of warrant No. 236/' 

The lodge met for the first time on the 21st September, 1854. 
The records of the first meeting read : 

" Vaughan Lodge, No. 236, G. R. I. Met at Nobleville, Sept. -2ist, 1854, 
5854. A meeting convened for the installation of officers of said Lodge, No. 
236, G. R. L Present, Bros. Kivas Tully, P, M., K. S. L., Acting Master; 
Geo. L. Allen, P. M., K. S. L., G, R. I., No. 223, Toronto; Charles Fitzgib- 
bon, W. M., K. S. L., act. S. W. ; R. C. McMulIen, K. S. L., act. J. W. ; Thos. 
Leach, K. S. L., act. Treasurer; John McMullin, K. S. L., act, Secty; E. R. 
O'Brien, K, S. L., act. S. D.; William Steers, K. S. L., act. J. D.; Thos. Mc- 
Conkey, K. S. L., act. Inner Guard; J. Capruse, K. S. L., act. Tyler; G. A. 
Barnard, James Woods, John Noble, James Dick, W. F. Ward, Robert Moor; 
John Tompkins, Uriel Chamberlain, Dr. Stephen, S. W. Peck, K. S. L. 

The Lodge was then opened in the first Degree of entered apprentice 
Masons. 

The Lodge was then opened in the Second Degree of Fellow Craft 
Masons. 

" Bro. James Woods was then presented as the W. M. of Lodge, No. 236, 
G. R. I. All Fellow Craft Masons having retired the Lodge was then opened 
in the Third or Sublime Degree of Master Masons. 

" Mr. James Woods was then duly installed as W. M. of Lodge, No. 236- 
" The Lodge was then closed in the Third or Sublime Degree M. Mason 
when the Lodge was lowered to the Second Degree or Fellow Craft Mason; 
when the Lodge was then closed in the Entd. Apprentice Mason. After which 
the following were installed as officers of said Lodge: 

Bro. James Woods, W. M, 
John Noble, J. W. 
James Dick, J. W. 

Treasurer. 

Secretary. 

G. Barnard, S. D. 
•* Uriel Chamberlain, J. D. 

Robert Moore, I. G. 
" J. Capruse, Tyler, pro tern. 
" Proposed by James Dick, seconded by Bro. Uriel Chamberlain, that 
Joseph Noble, James Gordon, William Cowan, John Cowan. Andrew Ramsay 
be admitted members of this Lodge. 

" The Lodge was then duly closed until the next regular communication. 

John McMullen, Secty, pro tem. 
Read and Confirmed this 10 Oct., 5854 

D. Bridgeford, W. M.. P. T/* 

The second meeting: was held on loth October, 1854, W. Bro. 
Bridgeford, acting as W. M., in the chair. The work was routine, 
and confined to the initiation of five candidates. 

The subsequent meetings, from November, 1854, until October, 
1855, require no special notice, as nothing beyond the ordinary work 
of the lodge was transacted. 

In November, 1855, an apron and sash were presented to W. 
Bro. Woods, the W. M. of the lodge, by the members. He was also 
asked to continue in office for another year. 
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It was also determined to celebrate the festival of St. John in 
December by a ball to be held at Bro. Dennis', in King. 

The minutes of November, 1855, show that the lodge met at 
Maple," but the place of meeting is not given. 

The records of the Grand Lodge of Canada for loth October, 
1855, show that Vaughan Lodge, Vaughan,'' was included in the 
list of lodges represented at the convention held on that date. 

At the meeting of :20th May, 1856, it was resolved to pay up all 
dues to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and apply for a warrant to the 
newly-formed Grand Lodge of Canada, and at the meeting of :24th 
June it was resolved to ask the Grand Lodge of Ireland to allow lodge 
No. 236 to retain its old warrant, but this request was not acceded 
to, for the records at Dublin state that the warrant was sent in to G. 
L., 9 December, 1856/' It was also resolved that Bro. Joseph Noble 
represent the lodge at the meeting of the Grand Lodge of Canada at 
Hamilton. 

The records also show that at the first annual communication of 
the Grand Lodge at Hamilton in July, 1856, Vaughan Lodge, 
Maple," was represented by " Bro. James Bowman (proxy for 
W.M.)/' 

The lodge, however, continued to meet as No. 236'' until i6th 
September, 1856, but in October of that year the minutes are headed 
as No. 26/' as registered on the books of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada. 

In March, 1856, the lodge had applied to the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland for instructions as to how to act in afifiliating with the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. The Grand Secretary replied that the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland had recognized the Grand Lodge of Canada, and that all 
Irish lodges affiliating with that body must return their warrant to 
Ireland, but that lodges desiring to continue their allegiance to Ire- 
land would continue in their present positions. 

This was followed by a letter from R. W. Bro. T. B. Harris, the 
Grand Secretary of Canada, dated 3rd May, 1856, which shows that 
the delegate to the Hamilton convention of October, 1855, did not 
fully inform the lodge as to its position in regard to affiliation to the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. 

Bro. Harris stated that the delegates to the convention concurred 
in the movement for the formation of an independent Grand Lodge, 
and as there had been no objections raised the assent of the lodge 
had been taken as granted. But Bro. Harris further explained 

if your allegiance is still to Ireland you must pass resolutions, if you 
have a desire to unite with the Grand Lodge of Canada, renouncing your 
allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, pay up your dues and return your 
warrant, then pass resolutions that you affiliate with the Grand Lodge of 
Canada." 

This action was taken, for a letter from the Grand Secretary of 
Ireland, dated 15th August, 1856, assents to the surrender, and on 
the 9th December, 1856, he acknowledges the receipt and surrender 
of warrant, No. 236. 

This concludes the history of the lodge No. 2;^6. under the re- 
gistry of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

The following is a list of the members of St. David's (Vaug-han) 
lodge. No. 236, G.R.I. , Nobleville, 1854-58: 
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1854. 


Matthew Holmes, 
Marven Robins, 
John Cousins, 
Robt. Thompson, 
Stewart Gordon. 


James Woods, 
James Dick, 
James Gordon, 
John Cowan, 
Andrew Ramsey, 
Robert Moore, 
Joseph Gordon, Senr. 


Thos. Gordon, 
Jacob Atkinson, 
John Bentley, 
Sylvester Richmond, 
Alexr. Gordon, 
John Kells, 


1856. 


I8S5. 


Thomas White, 
William Wright, 
Charles Sweetapple, 


CHAPTER XCVIII. 


Independent Lodge, No. 237, G.R.I. , City of Quebec, C.E., 1854- 
59. — A Lodge Which in i860 Became Haringtok Lodge 
(No. 49), G.R.C. 

There are neither records nor correspondence prior to July of 
1854, which give any reason for the estabHshment of a Craft lodge on 
the Irish register in the city of Quebec. There seems, however, to 
be no doubt that the successful work of the Irish lodges in the pro- 
vince of Canada West induced leading brethren at Quebec to apply 
for a warrant from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, probably in view of 
the fact that some difficulty might have been expected in securing a 
Canadian warrant, while it was generally known that one from the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland could be easily obtained. 

It must be remembered that the discontent concerning the gov- 
ernment of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, which ex- 
isted throughout that province, had not been without its influence 
in Canada Kast. While at that time this was not of great importance, 
there was yet the germ of a desire for sovereign authority in Canada 
by a governing body, which might be Knghsh or Irish in parentage. 
The Irish lodges in the west certainly had made a brave effort for a 
governing body, and in the Hght of Craft history it is recognized that 
their endeavor in this direction was a most important factor in the 
events which culminated m the formation of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada at the city of Hamilton in October, 1855. 

Early in the spring of 1854 application was made to the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland for a warrant for a lodge that should be known as 
Independent lodge, Quebec. The warrant was granted, the number 
allotted it being 237, 

The members of the Craft in Quebec, especially those who held 
allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, were on very friendly terms 
with members of the military lodge, which was also held under the 
authority of the Grand Lodge of Ireland; indeed, the opinion is 
ventured that the thought of organizing an Irish lodge in Quebec 
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was strengthened by the fact that when lodge No. 26 left the city 
there would be no other on the Irish register at work in that city. 

It was, therefore, fitting and proper that on July 27th, 1854, a few 
weeks after the receipt of the warrant, an emergent meeting of lodge 
No. 26, in the 26th Regiment, should be held at the lodge rooms in 
the City Hotel, Garden street, Quebec, for the purpose of installing 
the officers of Independent lodge. No. :237, on the registry of Ireland. 
The minutes of this meeting are as follows ; 

" Quebec, 27th July, 5854. 

" Minutes of Proceedings of Lodge No. 26, I.R., held in Her Majesty's 
26th Regt. of Cameronians at their Lodge Rooms, City Hotel, being an emer- 
gent meeting called for the Purpose of installing the W. Master and office 
bearers of Independent Lodge. A. F. Masons, No. 237, Registry of Ireland. 

" The Brethren afsembled at 8 o'c. P.M., when the Lodge was opened in 
due and antient form by the W. M., Bro. Booth, in the first degree. 

Bro. P. Master Shepperd was requested to afsume the duties of the Chair 
during the ceremony of installation. 

The Kntered Apprentices having retired the Lodge was pafsed to the 
2nd degree, when the warrant constituting the Independent Lodge, No. 237, 
I.R., to be held in Quebec, Canada East, was read. 

When Bro. Wm. Eaden was duly obligated as to the duties of AV. 
Master, the Fellow Crafts having retired, the Lodge was raised from the 2nd 
to 3rd Degree. 

The Master Masons having retired the Lodge was passed from the 3rd 
Degree to a Board of Installed Masters, when Bro. Eaden was duly installed 
into the Chair as W. Master of Independent Lodge, No. 237, I.R. 

The Board was then reduced to the 3rd degree, thence to the 2nd and 
from that to the ist Degree, the W. Master being greeted and saluted in each 
degree according to ancient form. 

The W. M. then proceeded to invest agreeable to the Warrant the fol- 
lowing Brethren as office bearers of Lodge No. 237, until the usual period of 
election : 

Bro. W. B. Vaneau, S. Warden, 
S. J. Dawson, J. W^arden, 
Edwin Morris, Treasurer, 
" Jas. Beattie. Sect., 
" Arch. McMaugh, S. Deacon, 
Angus McKay, J. Deacon, 
D. Gillis. Tyler/' 

*' Nothing more offering for the good of Masonry the Lodge was closed 
in due and antient form. 

Confirmed, Wm. Eaden, W.M. 

Jas, Beattie, Secty." 

Independent lodg^e continued to meet at the City Hotel, Garden 
street. The attendance was fair, and at each meeting appHcations 
for membership, by affiliation as well as initiation, were received. 

On the 30th November, 1854, the first election of officers took 
place, Bro. G. G. Ardonin being chosen as W. M. However, at the 
following meeting, held on the 6th December, there was read a letter 
from this brother returning thanks to the members of this lodge for 
electing him as W. M., but begging leave to resign said office/' Ac- 
cordingly, an emergent meeting was called for the 14th December 
for the purpose of electing a new master. This time the ballot 
^proved in favor of re-electing Bro. W. Eadon, who was duly installed 
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by R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, Provincial Grand Master of Three 
iiivers, under the Grand Lodges of England and Scotland, on the 
festival of St. John the Evangelist, December :27th, 1854/' 

On the 5th January, 1855, a motion to elect R. W. Bro. Haring- 
ton as an honorar3^ member of Independent lodge was carried by ac- 
clamation, and the secretary was desired to notify him of the fact. 

Late in the year 1854 the lodge had received communications 
from R. W. Bro. Harington in accordance with a resolution of Grand 
Lodge as regards the erection of a Masonic hall in this city/' and Bros. 
Lindsay and Goff had been appointed to act in conformity with the 
sister lodges of Quebec. The matter was again referred to at the 
meeting of 32nd February, 1855, when R. W. Bro. Harington re- 
quested a meeting of the committee appointed by the lodge. The 
secretary was directed to inform these brethren of the time and 
place of meeting. On the 31st May, 1855, it was proposed and 
seconded, that this lodge do take 30 shares, amounting to £10, in 
the Masonic hall to be built in this cit3^ And that the treasurer do 
represent the said shares in trust for this lodge." 

On the 30th August, 1855, there was read a communication from 
Bro. T. B, Harris, stating that a convention had been held at Ham- 
ilton for the purpose of taking into consideration the necessity of 
establishing a Provincial Grand Lodge/' also a communication from 
Bro. IMorris, of Montreal, informing the W. Master that a delega- 
tion intended visiting Quebec for the purpose of carrying out the 
views contained in the circular from Hamilton." 

No action seems to have been taken on this important subject 
until the next meeting, which was held on the 27th September, when 
after discussion, it was resolved that this lodge do co-operate with 
the brethren in this province as regards the formation of a Grand 
Lodge of Canada, so as the same may be legal and constitutional." 

Whereupon a lodge of emergency was ordered for Masonic 
purposes and to appoint delegates to represent this lodge at the above- 


Eventually the matter of appointing a delegate was left in the 
hands of the W. M. The minutes read : 

This lodge having* every confidence in the Worshipful Master, Bro. 
Eadon, do request him to appoint some brother to represent us at the Con- 
vention." 

Tfie name of the delegate cannot be found. 

The year 1855 proved a prosperous one, indeed, for Independent 
lodge. The celebration of the festival of St. John formed the closing 
meeting, concerning which the following interesting paragraph is 
found in the minutes : 

" P.S. After the lodge had been opened in the morg^. the M. Eadon 

read a very favorable report to the brethren from the committee of the state of 
the lodge, showing that there had been a meeting during the year at which 17 
members had been initiated, 3 joined from other lodges, and 3 withdrawn, and 
that the lodge had a very handsome sum in the hands of the Treasurer, taking 
which into consideration, and that the lodge is only in its second year proved 
highly favorable to the brethren present, when it was proposed by Bro. H. 
Jackson, seconded by Bro. Dawson, that the above report be adopted, which 
was carried." 
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The minutes of the meeting: held on 28th February, 1856, state 
that the reading of the address of the Canadian Grand Lodge to the 
United Grand Lodge of England proved highly interesting." 

At the meeting held on the 29th May, 1856, a letter was read 
from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, respecting the receiving into Ma- 
sonry Mr. Courtney, which was in the affirmative," but there is given 
no hint as to the necessity for a communication from the Grand Lodge 
on the subject. Mr. James Courtney being in attendance was pre- 
pared, admitted and regularly initiated into the first or entered ap- 
prentice degree, and took his seat as a member of this lodge." Subse- 
quently he became a Master Mason. 

The minutes contain frequent references, which prove that the 
members of Independent lodge never failed to give practical expres- 
sion to their benevolent principles in times of need. A paragraph in the 
proceedings of this date, selected from many of a similar character, 
will suffice : 

" Moved by Bro. Dawson, seconded by Bro. Paterson, that Bro. P. M. 
W. Kadon be reimbursed for money lent for the use of a stove for a poot 
family. Carried," 

The meeting of 17th June, 1856, was called for the purpose, so 
the minutes state, of taking into consideration the propriety of join- 
ing the Grand Lodge of Canada." After discussion the lodge decided 
to communicate with the Grand Lodge of Ireland previous to taking 
any definite steps as to joining G. L. of Canada, which was carried." 

The work of the lodge for 1856 closed with the celebration of the 
festival of St. John, the Kvangelist, and the election and installation 
of oflticers. 

On the 29th January, 1857, Bro. Owen was appointed trustee 
to represent the lodge at the next meeting of the Masonic Hall As- 
sociation, and at the February meeting it was decided to pay an 
equal share with Albion lodge and the proprietor for the painting and 
arranging the lodge rooms/' 

The reply of the Grand Lodge of Ireland to the communication 
of the lodge concerning the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada 
was received at the meeting held on 26th March, 1857, and laid over 
for further consideration. Later minutes do not contain a record of 
any action thereon. 

The records of the work for the remainder of the year are con- 
fined almost exclusively to routine. The lodge was prospering, and 
meeting followed meeting in quick succession, applications for mem- 
bership being received, and candidates coming forward at each gather- 
ing. The proceedings for the 29th October, 1857, contain the fol- 
lowing peculiar paragraph: 

Read a letter from St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 356, S.R., enquiring the 
vause of refusing to admit Bro. Moses Eadon into this lod^c^e^ and of the ap- 
parent suspension of friendly intercourse between the two lodges, when the 
Secretary of this lodge was directed to reply that Bro. Moses Kadon was pre- 
vented visiting this lodge by W. Bro. William Eadon, his father, who refused 
him admittance. This lodge does not feel itself called upon to explain difTer- 
cnces that may exist between a parent and a son, even though it were acquainted 
with them. This lodge is at a loss to imagine how the grievance spoken of 
could be construed into a suspension of friendly intercourse between the two 
lodges. I am directed to assure you that friendly intercourse has never ceased 
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to exist, but that we shall always be most happy to receive the visits of any 
member of St. Andrew's Lodge that may think proper to present themselves." 

The subject of a self-governing Grand Lodge for the province was, 
no doubt, a burning topic for discussion among the members. The 
minutes of 25th March, 1858, state that the secretary read a com- 
munication from * the Grand Lodge/' and at the following meeting 
(8th April): 

According to summons the new constitution was taken into considera- 
tion . 

And agreed that it was incompatible with the interest of this lodge to 
work under the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Bro. Lindsay gave notice that at the next regular communication of this 
lodge he would propose that this lodge do join the Canadian Grand Lodge, 
seconded by Bro. Gale/' 

This action was formally confirmed at the next regular meeting, 
which was held on the 27th May, after which the minutes read : 

The notice of motion given by Bro. Lindsay at the last regular meeting, 
viz. : that he will move at the next regular meeting that this lodge do con- 
sider the propriety of joining the United Grand Lodge of Canada, so soon 
as the two existing lodges amalgamate into one Grand Lodge, which motion 
being put to the vote was carried unanimously." 

Yet almost twelve months elapsed before Independent lodge was 
formally enrolled upon the register of the Grand Lodge of Canada. No 
further reference to the subject is found in the minutes until the 26th 
May, 1859, when it is stated : 

" At a meeting of this Lodge, held on the 27th May, 5858, it was resolved 
by an unanimous vote, That this Lodge do join the Grand Lodge of Canada. 
Bro. Gale, seconded by Bro. Burnstein, proposed that this resolution be put 
in proper order to enable the Lodge to do so by St. John the Baptist's day." 

This motion^was put into effect immediately, for the proceedings 
of the festival of St, John the Baptist, 1859;, are headed: Minutes 
of a reg*ular communication of Independent Lodg-e, C.R./' and further 
the dispensation of the Grand Lodge of Canada, dated i8th June, 
1859, was read. Later No. 49 was given to the lodge, and on the 
21 st June, i860, its name by resolution was changed to Harington." 

Independent lodge met in the City Hotel, Garden street, Quebec, 
until the 26th May, 1859, after which it removed to the Temperance 
Hall, on St. Francis street, where it met for the first time on the 24th 
June, 1859- 

The following is a list of members of Independent lodge. No. 237, 
G.RJ., 1854-50. 


Charter Mrmbers. 

Wm, Eadon, W. M. 
W. B. Valleau, S.W. 
S J, Dawson, J.W. 
Edwin Morris, Treas. 
fames Beatty, Sec'y* 
Arch'd McMaug^h, S. L> 
Angus McKay. J.r> 
D. OiUis, Tyler 

1854 
a James Beatty 
a Wm. Miller 

Thos. Loughran 

r i ii- CiaJe 


a Isaac T^ewine 
a Joseph White 

a Patterson 

a Patrick C ondrad 

Jro. Wells 

Rev. R. A. C iarden 

Thos. C:rai^ 

Henrv I. B. (ioff 

a Benning 

a Kelly 

a Joseph K. Boswell 
a Ebenezer Fails 
a Geo G. Ardonin 

James Heynes 
a Chas Knowles 
a I^eggatt 


1855 

J no. Boyd 

a Harris 

a . McCorkill 

a lack son 

a W W. Scott 

A. Gravely 
a Scott 

Hy, Owen 
a Hy. Haddsley 
a Borland 

James Turner 

Wm. Jackson 

J no. Lee 

Arch'd McCallum 
Wm. Cole 
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Wm. Nightingale 
(^eo. Morgan 
Thos. Patching 
Wm. Crawford 
Thos. Simpson 
Wm. Smith 
J. Morgan 
Thos. Parke 
Wm. Parke 
J no. Dowler 

1856 

Nathan Burnstine 
Sam'l Johnston 
Anders. Anderson 
Alex. McAdams 
J no. Wilson 
Jno Lemesuier 
Jno. Dunn 

a Affiliates. 


1857 

Thos. H. Grant 
E. Young 
Robt. Hudson 
Joseph Fleming 
Thos. Darbyson, Sr. 
J*-mes Herson 
Wm. Power 
Henry Gooding 
Jno. B. Gallagher 
Thos. Davies 
J. Colvin 
David Lewis 
Geo. Sheckell 
Josiah Hughes 
Arthur Taylor 
Robt. Hood Ellis 
a Jno. Gracey 

All other Initiates. 


1858 

Thos. Bar wise 
David Patterson 
J, Jackson 
G. B. Kent 
James Prophet 
Jno. Watson Brown 
R. Ellis 

X859 

Francis Tow field 
a J. Barton 


Peebles 


W^m, Sweatraan 
a P M. Angus 
Jno. Tweddell 


ROLL OF OFFICERS. INDEPENDENT LODGE, No, 237. G.R.I.. QUEBEC. 


Year 

W.M. 

S. W. 

T. W. 

Treas, 

Sec. 

S. 1). 

1854. 

1855 - 
1856. . 

1857 . . 
1858. . 
1859. 

Wm. Eadon. . 
Wm. Eadon. . 
Dennis Gale . . 
Dennis Gale . . 
A. McCallum. 
A. McCallum. 

W. P. Valleau 
Dennis Gale . 
Angus McKay 

Jno. Lee 

W. S. Parke . . 
J. Boyd ... 

S. J. Dawson. 
J as. Beatty. . 
A. L. Gravely 
A. McCallum, 
Sam. Johnston 
J. Gracey .... 

Edwin Morris 
J. Lindsay.. . . 
J. Lindsay.. . . 
J. Lindsay.. . 
J Lindsay.. . . 
X. Burnstine. - 

Tarn' s Beatty 
H. Goff 
Hy. Owen. . . 
Hy. Owen.. . 
J. Gracey . . 
A. McAdams. 

A McMaugh. 
A McMaugh. 
J Boyd.. .. 
Geo Morgan. 
T. Simpson . . 
T. Simpson . . 

Year 

J.D. 

Chap. 

T> ler. 

I.G. 

Stewards. 

D. of < er. 

1854. . 

1855^ 
1856. . 

1857^ - 
1858 . . 

1859. . 

Angus McKay 
Angus McKay 
Jno. Lee 

Sam Johnston 

J. Parke. 

T. Darbyson.. 

Rev. R. Carder 
Rev. R. Carder 

Rev. R. Carder 
Rev. R. Carder 
A L Gravely 




Geo. Morgan. 
W. S. Parke.. 

Chas, Knowles 
Chas Knowles 

Chas Knowles 
Chas Knowles 
Chas Knowles 

A, McCallum. 
Thos Simpson 

N. Burnstine., 

J. Colvin 

N. Burnstine.. 
A, McAdams. 
T. Turner .... 
T, Darbyson. . 

T. Parke 

J as. Beatty. . . 


CHAPTER XCIX. 

Wellington Lodge, No. 238, Grand Registry of Ireland, Dunn- 
viLLE, Township of Moxjlton, County of Haldimand, 
1854-55- 

Dunnville, in 1850 a village, is now an incorporated town and the 
county seat, situated on the Grand River, in the township of Moulton, 
county of Haldimand. To the south of Moulton and across the river 
is the small township of Dunn, named after the Hon. J. H. Dunn, 
who was Receiver-General for Upper Canada in 1822. The Grand 
River, flowing: in a south-easterly direction, empties into Lake Erie 
at Port Maitland, at the south-east extremitv of the township of 
Dunn. 
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The fact that the members of the Irish lodg^e No. 286, at Cayuga, 
were enthusiastic Craftsmen, was no doubt the reason for the forma- 
tion of a lodg^e at Dunnville, and during the summer of 1854 active 
steps were taken and communication held with the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, which resulted in the issue of a warrant for Wellington lodge. 
No, 238, under the obedience of the Grand Lodge. 

The first minutes are dated Dunnville, October 22nd, 1854/' 
and state that : 

" In accordance with the printed notice several members from neighbour- 
ing lodges of Freemasons met at Union Hall for the purpose of instituting a 
new lodge of the above order, acting under a warrant from the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland to be called Wellington Lodge, No. 238.'* 

The lodge was called for the afternoon, for 

about two o'clock Bro. Joseph Cornick called the brethren to order, 
after which he arose and remarked as follows, viz.: 

Brethren— It affords me much pleasure to meet with you on this occasion, 
for the purpose, as T understand, to assist in instituting a new lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons. 

Before opening the lodge, however. I wish to remark that no one pre- 
sent need expect anvthing from me except the ancient landmarks of Masonry. 
As regards the lodge abnnt to be instituted, I do sincerely wish that it may 
prosper and flourish as the green bay tree. I hope and trust that harmony, 
friendship and brotherly love may ever dwell within her Avails, and if these three 
virtues are in the lodge, she cannot but prosper. 

" But T must not detain you longer with any of my remarks, and we will 
proceed at once to enter upon the bvisiness which has called us together.'* 

The lodge was then opened in the third degree, after which the 

. '* warrant for instituting a new lodge to act under the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland was presented to Bros. Osman and D. McTndoe and read by Bro. W. 
M. Wilson. Sec. pro tem." 

And it being resolved that the new lodge under the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland be constituted, 

" The following persons were then duly installed as the officers of Wel- 
lington Lodge for the present term, viz.: Samviel Cornick, W.M.; Jacob 
Osman, S. W. ; David Mclndoe, J. W. ; W. H. Wilson, J,D. ; Daniel Mc- 
Swain, Treasurer; Edward Henry, Secty. ; Henry Penny. Tyler. No. S. D. 
or Stewards appointed." 

It was resolved that the lodge meet weekly for the purpose of 
improving in Masonic knowledge/' 

The lodge then '* closed in harmony about 4 o'clock, when those present, 
viz.: Bros. Cornick, Myers, Lemon, Messenger, Conroy and Aikman of St. 
John's Lodge, Cayuga; Bros. Drew and Shirley, of Renovation and Hiram 
Lodges, Buffalo; Bro. Cozens, of St. John's Lodge, Hamilton; and Bros. 
Wyatt, Mclndoe, Gibson, Benson and Galbraith, of Amity Lodge, Dunnville, 
and the members of Wellington Lodge, adjourned to the other side of the 
Hall to partake of a dinner prepared for the occasion by Mr. John Schofield. 
After the cloth was removed appropriate toasts were drunk and responses 
made, and at about 1/2 past 6 P.M. the brethren from St. John's Lodge, 
Cayuga, were escorted on board the steamer Dover, which, about seven o'clock, 
amid the cheering of the brethren aboard and ashore, started for Cayuga, 
while those who remained repaired to their respective homes well pleased 
with the day's proceedings and entertainment." 
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The minutes are signed by Kdward Henry, secretary. 

On the i6th October, 1854, the lodge met and appointed a com- 
mittee to draft by-laws, and recorded the fact that some jewels and 
a Masonic carpet had been purchased in Buffalo. 

On the 27th December, 1854, Wellington lodge. No. 238, I.R., 
met with Amity lodge. No. 29, P.R-, in their lodge room, and after 
the business had been transacted and the installation of officers ac- 
complished, all present sat down to the dinner prepared for the occa- 
sion by Amity lodge. The minutes state that the utmost harmony 
and good feeling prevailed amongst the brethren of both lodges. 

This is an example of the spirit of fraternity which existed in 
those days, when there was less efficient government than there is to- 
day — not that there is any more friction in connection with Craft work 
than. in the olden time, but here were two lodges, each of a different 
jurisdiction, practically competing with one another for support, and 
at the same time doing their best to promote harmony and .good- will. 

On the 26th February, 1855, an agreement was read . relative to 
the renting of Union Hall. This was signed by the secretary, Bro. 
Thomas . Schofield, and tKe lodge removed to the new meeting place 
on the nth of June, 1855. Subsequent meetings of the lodge were 
for routine work. The secretary was excused from paying dues at 
the meeting of July 24th, 1855, on account of the laboriousness of 
his office." 

In October, 1855 (the exact date is not given), an emergent meet- 
ing was called for the purpose of appointing a delegate to the Masonic 
convention at Hamilton on the loth October, convened for the pur- 
pose of establishing an independent Grand Lodge. Bro. Osborne was 
selected with instructions to use his own good sense and judgment 
in voting either for or against any motion which may be brought be- 
fore the convention for consideration.*' 

On the 19th October an emergency was called " to listen to the 
report of the delegate to Hamilton/' Bro. Osborne submitted a 
written, as well as a verbal, report of the proceedings of the convention, 
which was unanimously adopted, and a vote of thanks was tendered 
him. 

The lodge, therefore, affiliated with the Grand Lodge of Canada 
as No. 24 on the roll of the Grand Lodge. 


CHAPTER C. 

Leinster Lodge, No. 283, Grand Registry of Ireland, King- 
ston, Township of Kingston, County Frontenac, 
1821-28. 

One of the old Irish lodges, which met in Canada in the early 
days of the present century, was Leinster, No. 283, which held Ma- 
sonic communion in the old city of Kingston. Its warrant was from 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland and was issued on the 21st February, 
1821, at Dublin. 
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Notwithstanding that the Masonic conventions for the re-organi- 
zation of the Craft had met in Kingston from 181 7 until 1821, and 
that it was hoped, by the means of these meetings, the friendship 
of the brethren would be so cemented that they would meet under 
one flag, yet there was a strong feeling with many that the au- 
thority of the Convention, as a warrant-giving power, could not be 
regarded as the same as if warrants were issued bv a duly authorized, 
legitimate, and supreme Grand Lodge. 

In Kingston there were many Masons hailing from the Grand 
jurisdiction of Ireland, and these brethren, anxious to meet as Ma- 
sons, sought the assistance of their mother Grand Lodge, by petition, 
and received the warrant of Leinster lodge. No. 283. The following 
is a copy of this warrant: ^ 

GRAND LODGE OF IRELAND. 

BY THE MOST WORSHIPFUL, HIS GRACE, AUGUSTUS FRED- 
ERICK, DUKE OF LEINSTER, GRAND MASTER. 

The Right Worshipful, John Fowler, Esquire, Deputy Grand Master. 
The Right Worshipful, Rt. Hon. Lori> John Hutchinson, Senior Grand 
Warden. 

The Right Worshipful, Most Noble Howe, Marquis of Sligo, Junior 
Grand Warden. 

and other, the Right Worshipful officers and members of the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland in open Grand Lodge assembled. 

Whereas, our trusty and well beloved brethren, John Gillaway, William 
Chesnutt, and Robert Johnston, have besought us that we would be pleased 
to erect a Lodge of Free Masons in the town of Kingston, Upper Canada, 
North America, of such persons, who, by their knowledge in Masonry, may 
contribute to the true advancement thereof. We, therefore, having nothing more 
at heart than the prosperity of Masonry, and reposing special confidence in our 
said trusty and well beloved brethren, do by these presents, constitute and 
appoint them the said John Gillaway, William Chesnutt, and Robert Johnston, 
to be Master and Wardens of a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons to be 
holden in Kingston, Upper Canada, North America, aforesaid, by them and 
their successors lawfully admitted in said Lodge forever. And we do 
hereby grant unto them and their successors full power and authority to pro- 
ceed from time to time to the election of a new Master and Wardens in said 
Lodge, provided always that the said John Gillaway, William Chesnutt, and 
Robert Johnston, and their successors do and shall at all times hereafter, pay 
implicit observance to, and act and conduct the affairs of same in strict con- 
formity to the now existing Laws of Masonry, and to such other Laws and 
Regulations for the government of the craft as shall at any time hereafter be 
issued by the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ireland, or in default thereof, 
then and in such case reserving unto the said Right Worshipful Grand Lodge, 
the full power and authority of annulling and cancelling these presents, or 
otherwise proceeding in the premises, as to them shall seem meet. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and Seal of Office, at 
Dublin, the Metropolis of Ireland, this first day of February, in the year of 
our Lord God i83T one, and of Masonry 5821 one. 

Entered by me. , 
Wm. F. Graham. 

D. G S. 

It is notew^orthy that in the last clause of the warrant the word 
'•one" is repeated after the fignres 1821 " in both instances. 
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We have no reference in the proceedings of the Masonic Con- 
vention of 1 82 1 to Leinster lodge, but there is a certainty that the 
lodge was working under its Irish warrant in 1821 and that all was 
not harmony with the brethren. The members of No. 6 at Kingston 
did not fraternize with those of Leinster, and the matter of dispute 
must have been considered by the Convention, for there is a report 
in the handwriting of Bro. Abner Kverett, recommending" that the 
Craft who heljj allegiance to the Convention, should not visit Leins- 
ter lodge. The report reads: 

' The Committee appointed to make the necessary enquiry into the con- 
duct of the brethren in the vicinity of Kingston, working under a warrant from 
the R. W. Grand Lodge of Ireland, report that from the evidence adduced to 
them, it appears that the conduct of the members is not orderly as Masons, 
and is not taken notice of their lodge as regular Masons should. Your Com- 
mittee, therefore, beg leave to recommend to this Convention to order that all 
Masons under this Convention shall keep themselves aloof from said lodge 
and its members." 

Abner Everett, 

Chr." 

There are no minutes of the proceedings of Leinster lodge, but 
among the MSS. which have been preserved is a letter written in 
October, by Bro. Benjamin Fairfield. This brother was a mem- 

ber of Addington lodge, No. 13, Bath. While on a visit to Kingston 
he desired to affiliate with lodge No- 6, but his proposition was at first 
declined, as the members of that lodge claimed that there could not 
be dual membership. However, Bro. Fairfield cited R. W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray as an authority, and lodge No. 6 admitted him as a 
member. It would seem that Bro. Fairffeld applied for affiliation, 
was balloted for, and admitted, all on the same evening, without the 
customary thirty days' notice in vogue to-day. His letter to Bro. 
John Dean gives us an insight into parts of the inner life of some of 
our brethren, and also shows that difficulties existed between some 
of the lodges sitting in Kingston. The Irish lodge, referred to as 
Leinster Lodge,'' was not on cordial terms with the lodges of the 
Convention, indeed its members had their own troubles, for the 
M., W. Bro. J. W. Ferguson, was challenged by one of his own 
members to mortal combat, and it is evident that he was satisfied with 
that method of settling the dispute for he arranged " his worldly af- 
fairs/' and actually went into the field, where he was arrested by the 
magistrates. 

A Masonic procession had been held in Kingston, and so great 
was the antipathy of the Convention lodges to tho other bodies, that 
neither Leinster lodge nor Dundas Faithful lodge, No. 446, a field war- 
rant in the 68th Regiment of Foot, a light infantry corps, which was 
stationed at this time in Kingston, was invited to take part. The 
officers of lodge No. 446, were evidently peacemakers, however, for 
they proposed to bring the disputants of lodges. No. 6 and No. 283. 
together, with the good intention of establishing peace and harmony. 
The following is a copy of Bro. Fairfield's letter: 

Kingston, 9th October, 182a. 
My dear Sir: — Last regular communication of lodge. No. 6 I visited and 
applied to be admitted a member, which was opposed upon the ground of 
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by being a member of No, 13. I then stated to them that Bro. McGiUivray 
had informed me that he was a member of three different lodges at the same 
time, whereupon I was requested to leave the room and was presently called 
in and informed that I was received unanimously to be a member. Then, as 
they were obliged to appoint a new Secretary, I was appointed, and have 
since served in that capacity. Whether all this is regular or irregular, pray 
let me know. I should be very happy indeed if you would give me a lengthy 
and full answer to Bro. Ferns' letter, which accompanies the Masons' ManueL 
At the procession the Irish JLodge was not. It was not asked, nor one of its 
members. The master of that lodge. J. W. Ferguson, was on Saturday 
or Thursday last, challenged by one of his own members, Mr. B. Smyth, to fight 
a duel, which he was so rash as to accept, forgetting or disregarding all that 
which a Mason holds dear and sacred. If it had been the impulse of the 
moment we might say or hope it was not worse than forgetting, but I am 
sorry to say that was not the case. The quarrel took place at a card table 
in the evening, when it was understood that a challenge was to follow. Here 
the matter should have ended, but instead of that the next morning a chal- 
lenge was sent and accepted to meet at six in the evening. The interim 
Ferguson spent in settling his worldly affairs, and actually went to the field 
where he was arrested by the magistrates. To join the procession the 68th 
Lodge was not asked, but six of the principal officers were, as visitors only. 
The Master of the 68th Lodge, I understand, has proposed to invite the offi- 
cers of No. 6, and the officers of the Irish Lodge to meet their officers, and 
to settle all disputes between No. 6 and the Irish Lodgre. so far as mav be. 
This meets my feelings, but there are seveial of the oldest members of No, 6 
who say they will leave the lodge, if the Irish are allowed to visit, and I am 
too young among them to dissuade them. I have conversed with Ferns, 
and he has proposed to make a conditional arrangement, viz: to not allow ?ny 
of the Irish Lodge to join or visit No 6, who have heretofore applied to No. 6 
to be made, and were rejected, nor any who have not brotherly feeling towards 
all the members of No. 6. I do not know that this will take place, nor am I 
quite sure that such a half-reconciliation would be Masonic. Must we not 
receive them unconditionally or not at all? 

You will oblige me very much if you can send me by tomorrow's mail a 
full answer to this letter. 

My love to your wife, and I subscribe myself, 

Your brother in Masonry, 

B. Fairfield. 

P,S. — I understand that the ground of Bro. Ferns having refused admis- 
sion to such of the Irish Lodge as applied to attend the procession, was that 
there were very many members of No. 6 who would not allow them, or they 
would withdraw, and that it was improper that Masons should meet together, 
who could not do so as Brethren should. 
Answer me fully. 

B. F. 

A letter written to Bro, Fairfield by Bro. Dean, on October 15th, 
1822, contains the following- paragraphs: 

" Respecting what is termed the Irish Lodge, is their situation towards 
our lodges in the least changed by our organization? Was there not good 
ground for the order made by the Convention? And though that order was net 
confirmed or alluded to by the Grand Lodge, has not an individual lodge (as 
such a course has not been forbidden) a i-ight to adhere to that footing? If 
I understood the ground of complaint against the Irish Lodge, they had 
called the members of No. 6 illegal Masons, had accepted candidates refused 
in Ko. 6. and closed their doors to the members of No. 6 as visitors. Now. 
would not No. 6 lose sight of their own dignity in giving up these just grounds 


688 


HISTORV OF FREEMASONRY IN CANAI>A. 


of complaint, without change of measures by the I. L. and proper satisfaction? 
The business may be viewed in a different light; I know nothing of the re- 
spectability of their members. If composed of moral and respectable men, 
they are entitled to our esteem; but if their conduct, unmdsonically as a body, 
or if unmasonic conduct in any member or members, is not taken proper notice 
of and the fair reputation of the Craft is not supported by proper discipline 
in their lodge, another ground of objection and a very strong one is found. 
Our aim must be to purge our lodges of every improper character, and to take 
notice of every deviation from moral rectitude, and if they do the same we 
ought to meet them as brethren, but unless they do ought we to open our 
doors to them? Was the general etiquette (if I may call it so) among lodges 
under different authorities observed when they accepted the candidates refused 
by No. 6? And to what must we attribute their change of sentiment towards 
No. 6, one day closing their doors against its members and the next soliciting 
to be admitted as visitors? And what has been the conduct of a certain officer 
of that lodge respecting the past affairs of the Convention? Has not every 
stumbling block been placed in our way that they could possibly tumble, and 
all the purchases they could gain by malignity and detraction made use of to 
place these blocks in proper form for our shins? Had they obtained their 
warrant, constituted their lodge and conducted upon the square, and merely 
attended to their own internal concerns and raised a respectable lodge, no man 
could more sincerely rejoice than myself. I must say that the name of Mason 
is a ready password to my heart, but if that password does not cover the 
principles and practice no fellowship enters. 

The above information in relation to the I. L. is offered you as my real 
sentiments and is intended for you alone, and Bro. Ferns. I am of opinion 
that the Irish Lodge have departed widely from the course they ought to have 
pursued, and they should suffer the consequences. If you disagree with me in 
opinion, I hope nothing I have said will in the most remote manner widen the 
breach in these lodges." 

Nothing- is known regarding" the nature of the charge brought 
against the W.M. of Leinster lodge. There is an undated MSS. en- 
dorsed by Bro. Dean Copy charge preferred by James R. W^right, 
against Isaac Hussey and others, transmitted to the R. W. Grand 
Master, No. 2." Bro. Wright had been accused of carrying away the 
warrant, and Book of Constitution,'' and the Kingston magistrate 
was called in to settle the matter. The Kingston newspapers give a 
recital of the facts and trial. The draft of the charge is unique. It 
reads : 

''James Hussey, a M.M., on the iith instant, lodged a complaint against 
me, and made oath before John Macaulay, Esquire, magistrate, in this town 
of Kingston, that I had feloniously taken, (or rather stolen) and carried away 
from the chest, belonging to the said Lodge, the warrant, constituting the said 
Lodge, as also the Book of Constitutions, valued at fifteeen shillings. That 
the said James Hussey was assisted in the prosecution upon oath by the fol- 
lowing persons, who have received the degree of M.M., i.e., Peter Nowlan, 
and William Chestnut, as also others, which complaint, being duly and patiently 
investigated for the space of four hours, I was discharged, and the said War- 
rant and Book of Constitutions, alleged to have been feloniously stolen, were 
given up to me, at which moment the prosecution pressed around me, and 
demanded the same, and shewed every violent disposition to take the same by 
force, and I verily believe would have effected their purpose, had not inter- 
ference, and the said magistrate's authority withheld them, by the said War- 
rant and Book of Constitutions being placed in his, the magistrate's charge, 
T., tending to the great detriment of the fraternity at large, and highly 
subversive of Masonic order." 
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Bro. Fairfield, writing to Bro. Dean on 23rd November, 1S22, 
says : 

When I came home I had the mortification to find that at the last regu- 
lar communication of No. 6, a great difficulty had arisen by our W.M. having, 
without consuhing the body, introduced as a visitor, a person who was made 
in the Irish Lodge. Bro. Phillips happened to be here at this present moment, 
and advised that all matters in difference between No. 6 and the Irish Lodge 
should be amicably settled, and accordingly last night we had an emergency, 
and appointed a committee of five persons to meet with the Irish Lodge, when 
they met at the 68th lodge room, with the Master and Wardens of the 68th and 
Bro. Phillips; when all matters, after considerable discussion were agreed to 
he buried and to endeavor to behave ourselves better in future." 

The affairs of Leinster lodge could not have prospered very satis- 
factoril}^ for little is heard about them until 1825, when a petition was 
sent to the Provincial Grand Master, R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, 
praying that lodges, Nos. 283 and 5 (old No. 6 of Kingston) be amal- 
gamated, under the authority of the Provincial Grand Lodge. The 
letter, which is unsigned, reads: 

Kingston, 3rd Dec'r, 1825. 

R. W. Sir:— 

By particular request of the signers of the enclosed petition from Leinster 
Lodge, No. 283, (on the Registry of Ireland), and the certificate of the W. 
Master, and two Past Masters of St. John's Lodge, No. 5, annexed thereto, 
I take the liberty of enclosing it for your consideration, in the hope that the 
two bodies may, through the power vested in your hands, become united under 
one head, the ProvM Grand Lodge of U. C, and ajso of transmitting tSheir 
request that a reply may be sent as soon as may suit your convenience. 

S. McGillivray, Ksq. 

The difificulties of Leinster lodge were apparently at an end to- 
wards the close of 1825, for there is an unsigned letter suggesting that 
St. John's da}^ might be one of reconciliation. It reads: 

Kingston, i6th Dec'r, 1825. 

Sir and Bro: — I herewith enclose you certain papers, in order that the 
same may be transmitted by you officially to the Irish Lodge at this place. 
The P.G.M. begs to remind you that a copy of all the papers must be sent to 
the Dep'y P.G.M. at York, with which request I trust you will have the good- 
ness to comply. We shall have a Masonic dinner here on the 27th inst., to 
celebrate the Festival of St. John, when I am sure the brethren will be much 
pleased by your joining their party. 

Believe me, Sir and Bro., 

Yours fraternally, 

S. E. Melhuish, 
Com. R'l Engineers. 

John Dean, Esquire. 

P. G. S.. Bath, U. C. 

On the 24th December, 1825, Bro. James Robinson Wright, v^ho 
had been the moving spirit in the ef¥ort to obtain a w^arrant from the 
Provincial Grand Master of Upper Canada wrote as follows to Bro. 
John Dean: 

W. Sir. — I take the liberty of sending you these few lines to inform you that 
my lodge has agreed to the R. W. Grand Master's request, which I am happy 
to think is for the good of Masonry at large. Sir, please to be so kind 
44 a 
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as to obtain a Dispensation for us as soon as possible, and you will oblige 
me, your servant. I enclose you our petition praying for a warrant of consti- 
tution, which I hope to be granted; so no more from me at present. 

Your servant, 

James Robinson Wright. 

Kingston, December 24th. 1825. 

In January of 1826, the warrant of Leinster lodge was remitted 
to the Grand Secretary, with the following- letter: 

Kingston, -23rd January, 1826. 

Sir and Brother: — 

I have enclosed you the warrant of the Duke of Leinster Lodge, No. 283, 
for your care and preservation, until a final decision shall arrive and be com- 
municated to me, as Master of the said Lodge, from the M. W., G. M., H.R.H., 
the Duke of Sussex, and His Grace, the Duke of Leinster. A communication 
to this effect has been forwarded to the RTfW.P. Grand Master. 

I remain. 

Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 

John Dean, Esq., James R. Wright. 

Bath. 

The following acknowledgment of the receipt of this warrant was 
sent to Bro. Wright, pending a decision from the Provincial Grand 
Master. Bro. Wright was determined that the warrant, having been 
given up, should not fall into the hands of anyone, who, by posses- 
sion, might be entitled to assemble a meeting of the Craft under it. 

Bath, 24th January, 1826. 
This may certify that I have this day received of James R. Wright, W.M. 
of Leinster Lodge, No. 283, on the registry of Ireland, by the hand of P. F, 
Hall, Secretary of the said Lodge, the Warrant of Constitution granted by the 
M. W. Grand Master of the R. W. Grand Lodge of Ireland, which warrant 
is deposited in my hands for safe keeping, or to be disposed of agreeably to the 
directions of the R. W. Prov'l Grand Master of Upper Canada, to whose order 
and disposal I am to hold said Warrant subject, and not subject to the control 
or disposal of any other person, or body of Freemasons. 

John Dean, 

P. G. S. 

This was followed by a letter from Bro. John Dean to the Pro- 
vincial Grand Master. The possession of the warrant set at rest any 
chance of further trouble, and at least prevented the Craft of that 
lodge meeting as an organized body. Bro. Dean's letter reads: 

S. McGillivray, Esq., 

R- W. P. G. M 

^ ^, Bath, 27th January, 1826. 

R. W, Sir: — 

Enclosed herewith yon will receive another communication from Leinster 
Lod^e, which I have omitted sending for a mail or two, in the expectation of 
hearing: your detcrmniation respecting their petition for a dispensation, and not 
feeling wilhng to trouble you with any other communication from that body 
until It was known whether they were to be received under the authority of the 
P. G.^ L. or not, but having since been verbally informed by the Sec'y that 
they intend forwarding another petition in the form directed in the Consti- 
tution, I take the liberty of enclosing it, although I do not know as you will 
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consider it my duty to lay the complaint therein contained before you until I 
knew that you had received them under your authority, but as the character of 
Miisonry may be materially effected by such proceedings, I venture to do it, 
in the hope that it may meet your approbation. Since the date of their letter 
their Master has deposited their warrant from the Grand Master of Ireland in 
my hands for safe keeping, which I receipted to him, leaving it entirely sub- 
ject to your order and disposal, to be given up to no person or body of Free- 
masons, unless to yourself, or by your order. 

I remain, R. W. Sir, 

Very respectfully. 

Yours fraternally, 

John Dean, 

P. G- Sec'v. 

The efforts to have a new warrant from the Provincial Grand 
Lodge in lieu of the Irish warrant of Leinster, were successful, for a 
month had scarcely elapsed, when notice of the issue of a dispensation 
was received from Bro. John Dean, His letter ran: 

Bath, loth February, 1826. 

Dear Sir: — 

I have the pleasure of informing you that I have received from our R. W, 
P. G. Master, a dispensation for Leinster Lodge, and am desirous of an inter- 
view with you, to explain the instructions I have received, relative to the several 
applications from your Lodge, and as I shall not be in town immediately, per- 
:haps you had better come up as soon as possible, as such explanations are 
necessary, previous to its delivery. 

Yours truly, 

John Dean, 

P. G. Sec'y- 

The application for a dispensation for Leinster lodge had given 
R. W. Bro. Simon JMcGillivray some thought, for he sent a long let- 
ter to the Grand Secretary, pointing out that any members of Leinster 
lodge who did not acquiesce in the request for a dispensation, and 
were not content, could not remain in the lodge. He referred to the 
highly unmasonic conduct of the brethren who had brought the W. M. 
before a civil magistrate, and cautioned Bro. Dean to keep with care, 
the warrant of Leinster lodge, which had been surrendered. An ex- 
tract from letter of the R. W. Provincial Grand Master is as follows: 

This dispensation, therefore, I commit to your discretion, to be given to 
the Lodge, if there shall be a sufficient number of the members disposed to 
receive it, and to act regularly under the authority thereof, and if any shall 
resist this proceeding they cannot remain members of the Lodge, nor be recog- 
nized as members of the Masonic body in the Province; but, I do not exactly 
see that it would be just to try, or to punish these persons according to laws, 
to which they are not yet directly subject. 

" Herein appears the difficulty arising from divided authority in one Pro- 
vince, and herein you will see the propriety of my refusal to recognize that 
lodge, exc'^'pt upon condition of strict obedience to our laws and constitutions. 
Here, for instance, is a most serious charge of very gross Masonic misconduct, 
and yet, as the Lodge is not yet under our jurisdiction, I do not see how we can 
take cognizance of it. 

The Lodge itself may deal with them, according as the Book of Con- 
stitutions may be found to authorize, and if they shall complain to us of in- 
justice in being so dealt with, then both parties will be regularly before us, and 
we can proceed to investigate the merits of the charge, but, in the meantime, it 
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appears to nie we have nothing to do with it in point of form, though in point 
of fact, our refusal to recognize the alleged offenders as Masons has the effect 
of the heaviest punishment we could inflict, even that of expulsion from the 
fraternity; and it is to be hoped that this consideration may still lead to some 
sort of reconciliation within the Lodge itself, 

I do not speak of mutual concession, because undoubtedly the conduct of 
those who brought the VV, M. before the civil magistrate was highly unmasonic, 
to say the least of it, and such as, if proved against brethren under my jurisdic- 
tion, would leave me no choice but to suspend them from all Masonic func- 
tions until their conduct should be decided upon by those competent to pro- 
nounce the sentence of expulsion, to which the proof of the charges would 
probably lead. 

** This consideration may, perhaps, on cool reflection, induce these brethren 
to make such concessions as may be satisfactory to the W. Al. and to the 
Lodge, and in that event, I would recommend a disposition to receive them 
back into the fold, without too strict a scrutiny of the errors into which they 
may have fallen. 

As to the Warrant from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, you will please 
keep it in safe custody till I require it at your hands. 
I remain, dear sir and brother," 

Yours fraternally, 
(signed) Simon McGillivray, 

Prov'l G. M. 

John Dean, Esq., 

Prov'I G, Secre'y* Upper Canada. 

A true copy, attest John Dean/* 

The dispensation was immediately conveyed to W. Bro. Wright 
and the lodge proceeded to open under it. The dispensation reads: 

SIMON McGILLIVRAY, PROVINCIAL G. M. 

By Simon McGillivray, Esquire, 

Provincial Grand Master for 
Upper Canada. 

To ALL AND EVERY OUR RiGHT WORSHIPFUL, WORSHIPFUL, AND LoVING 

Brethren. 

WHEREAS, it having been represented to us by an humble petition from 
our trusty and well beloved brethren, James Robinson Wright, William 
Chesnutt, James Hussey, James Cunningham, Robert Johnston, Phillip Fer- 
guson Hall. Chester Hatch, and John Maguire, Master Masons, now residing 
in the Town of Kingston, in the Province of Upper Canada, that they did 
heretofore, and do still continue to, work as a regular constituted Lodge of 
Freemasons, under and by virtue of a Warrant from the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, entitled Leinster Lodge, No. 283, and that the said blaster Masons 
are desirous of exchanging their warrant under the Grand Lodge of Ireland, 
for one under the United Grand Lodge of England, which said request is now 
waiting the approval of the Most Worshipful the Grand Masters of the Grand 
Lodges ol England and Ireland. 

KNOW YE, therefore. THAT WE, by the power vested in us by warrant 
from His Royal Highness, the Duke of Sussex, Grand Master of the Most 
Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of England, 
dated the thirteenth day of April, A. L. 5822, A. D. 1822, and until the will and 
pleasure of the Most Worshipful, the Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge 
of England shall be known, touching the premises, do hereby constitute the said 
brethren into a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, under the denomination 
of the Leinster Lodge, No. , to be held in the Town of Kingston, on the 

second Thursday of each month, empowering them, when duly congregated, to 
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make, pass and raise Freemasons, according- to the ancient oustorp of the 
craft, in all ages and nations throughout the known world; and further, at 
their said petition we do appoint James Robinson Wright to be the Master, 
James Cunningham to be the Senior Warden, and Chester Hatch to be Junior 
Warden, for opening and holding the said Lodge, and until such time as 
another Master shall be regularly elected and installed, strictly charging that 
such Master, so to be elected shall be installed in ancient form, and according 
to the laws of the Grand Lodge of England, that he may thereby be fully 
invested with the powers and dignities of his office. And we do require you, 
the said James Robinson Wright, to take special care that all and every the 
said brethren are to have been regularly made Masons, and that you and they, 
and all others, the members of the said Lodge, do observe, perform, and keep 
the rules, laws, and orders, contained in the Book of Constitutions, and all 
others which may from time to time be made by the Grand Lodge of England. 
And we do enjoin you to make such by-laws for the government of your Lodge 
as shall, to the majority of the members thereof, appear proper and necessary, 
the same not being contrary to or inconsistent with, the general laws and 
regulations of the craft. And for so doing this warrant of dispensation shall be 
your good and sufficient authority, until it shall please His Royal Highness, 
the Duke of Sussex, our Most Worshipful Grand Master, to send your Lodge 
a warrant of Constitution, or until the will and pleasure of His Royal Highness, 
touching the premises shall be made known. 

Given under our hand and seal, at the city of Montreal, in the Province of 
Lower Canada, this thirty-first day of January, 1826, A. D. and A. L. 5826. 

By order of the R. W. P. G. M. 

The members of Leinster lodge were determined to make their 
new birth a joyous occasion and invited the W. M. and officers of 
neighboring lodges to take part with them in the inauguration of the 
new lodge. The following is a copy of the letter sent to the W. M. of 
Addington lodge at Bath. 

Kingston, 15th February, 1826- 

W. Sir and Brother: — I am directed by the W. M. of the Leinster Lodge 
to request the favor of your, the Past Masters', and such other members as 
wish, company and assistance in opening the dispensation, granted to the said 
Lodge by the R. W, P. G. Master of this Province, to take place at Brother 
George Millvvard's, in this town, on Thursday evening, the 23rd instant, at the 
hour of seven o'clock. 

I remain, Sir and brother, 

Yours fraternally, 

P. F. Hall, 

Sec'y Ad. In. 

W. Master of Lennox and Addington Lodge. 

The proposed affiliation of Leinster lodg-e had been the stib- 
ject of correspondence between the brethren of the lodge and the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, The latter, as a supreme body, advised that 
the lodge in Canada should acknowledge no authority except that of 
Ireland, and that the demand made for the warrant by the Canadians 
should be resented. The letter from the Deputy Grand Secretary of 
Ireland, concerning the matter, reads: 

(Grand Lodge 

of Ireland. Grand Lodge of Ireland, 

L S ) Dublin, 2nd Feb'y. 1826. 

Read Report from the Duke of Leinster Lodge, No. 283, Canada, of a 
correspondence passed between certain officers of a Provincial Grand Lodge, 
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held in York, and said Lodge, No. 283, held under warrant from this Grand 
I.odg^e. 

Resolved: That the Grand Lodge of Ireland have right and powers to grant 
their warrant to any Body of Masons, not resident in Kngland or Scotland, 
according to compact entered into by the Grand Master of those kingdoms, 
the Grand Master of Ireland, therefore, do hereby direct that Lodge No. 283, do 
not acknowledge control of any superior but this Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Resolved: That the demand made by the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada on a Lodge held by warrant from this Grand Lodge of Ireland, to take 
a warrant under their provincial authority, is an unmasonic interference with 
the rights and prerogatives of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Resolved: That the Duke of Leinster Lodge, No. 283, is entitled to the 
warmest thanks of this Grand Lodge, for the manner in which they have acted 
by maintaining their independence. 

By order of Grand Lodge. 

(signed) Will'm F. Graham, 
D. G. S. 

Wor. Master, Wardens, 

Members of Lodge, 283. 
Canada. 

A true copy, 

P. F. Hall. 

The lodge had hardly been well under way, when the communica- 
tion from the Grand Lodge of Ireland came to hand. The committee 
of Leinster lodge seemed to regret their action in seeking a dispensa- 
tion from the Provincial Grand Lodge. They addressed a communi- 
cation to the Provincial Grand Secretary. The committee was willing 
to leave the question of the return of the warrant to the Grand Lodge, 
and at the same time they were willing to accept a return of the war- 
rant. There seems to be no doubt of this intention, as the letter to 
the Provincial Grand Secretary- is signed by nine members of Leinster 
lodge, including Bro. P. F. Hall, the secretary who, at an earlier date, 
issued the summonses calling the lodge together under the dispensa- 
tion of the Provincial Grand Lodge. The communication of the 
committee reads: 

Kingston^ 26th May, 1826. 
Sir and Brother: — We, the undersigned members, as a committee of the 
Duke of Leinster Lodge, No. 283, under the Registry of Ireland, beg to enclose 
you copy of a communication, received from the M. W. Grand Lodge of Ire- 
land, for the perusal and information of the R. W. P. G. Lodge of this Pro- 
vince, with a wish to ascertain whether that communication is not sufticient to 
r^ecall the warrant, etc., left in your care, granted by that M, W. G. Lodge to 
No, 283, and that the same should be returned accordingly. 

We are, Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 
Wm. Chesnuy:, Chairman; Robert Johnston, Peter Now- 
Ian, Henry Davis, Chester Hatch, James Hussey, 
James Cimningham, Alex'r Hamilton. P. F. Hall. 

John Dean. Esq., 

P. G. Secretary. 

Three days later W. Bro. Wm. Chesnutt, the first W. M. of 
Leinster lodge, wrote to W. Bro, John Dean, stating- that he had 

" brought the members of the Duke of Leinster Lodg:e together as well 
as possible, with the exception of Bro. Wright, who sent the warrant to you. 
We wish to have the same returned if there is no claim against it." 
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Bro. Dean replied on the 31st May, 1826, stating that it was not 
in his *' power to give up the warrant except by order of the R. W. 
Provincial Grand Alaster," and adding that he had transmitted the 
resolutions to the R, W. P, D. G. M. at York, and reported the 
state of the business to him fully." 

The communication of the Grand Lodge of Ireland was dated in 
February, 1826, and was acted upon by the Canadian brethren in May, 
1826. Before, however, the communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland was considered, this Grand body had resolved upon another 
course, for in April, of 1826, the Deputy Grand Secretary wrote, re- 
questing that the warrant and minute-book of the lodge be transmitted 
to Ireland. This letter was addressed to W. Bro. Wright, and by him 
sent to V. Bro. John Dean, without being read to the members of 
the lodge. His letter reads: 

Kingston, June 28th, 1826. Respectful Sir and Brother: — I have just re- 
ceived a letter from the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The following is a true copy: 

Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Dublin, 6th April, 1826. 
Ordered: — In consequence of the unfortunate difference, which has arisen 
in Lodge, No. 283, and there not being any Lodge of this establishment to 
whom the same could be referred for investigation, that the Warrant, No. 283, 
together with the transaction book of said Lodge, be sent to this Grand Lodge 
by first opportunity. 

By order of Grand Lodge. 

Wm. F. Graham, D. G. S. 

To the Lodge 283. 

I now request your advice, as to the proper steps to be taken. 

I remain. Yours fraternally, &c,, 
J. R. Wright. 

P. S. The letter above copied is directed to me, and is unknown to the 
members of the Lodge. — J. R, W. 

Mr. J. Dean, 

R G. S.. Bath. 

Bro. Dean sent the communication and also a statement of the 
case to R. W. Bro. Beikie, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master. 
R. W. Bro. McGillivray was in Kngland at the time and Bro. Beikie 
refers to the advice formerly tendered by the R. W. Provincial Grand 
Master. He writes: 

York, 39th July, 1826. 

Brother: I duly received your letter of the 5th uhimo, together with 
paipers Nos. i, 2, 3, and 4, the contents of which surprised me not a little, as I 
had never before heard a single whisper of such an unpleasant affair. At first. 
I thought it would be advisable to enter fully into the investigation of this 
matter, and endeavor, if possible, to quiet this turbulence, but upon second 
thoughts, I have considered it to be my wisest plan to lay the whole before the 
Provincial Grand Master, who will, of course, submit the same to the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland, w^hen I doubt not but communication will be had with the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, and then we hope that Leinster Lodge, No. 283, will 
receive proper instructions how to conduct themselves as Masons in time to 
come. I shall, therefore, only add, that you are to abide by the instructions 
you have received from our Provincial Grand Master, Simon MacGillivray, 
Esquire, and so I bid you farewell for the present, trusting that I shall have the 
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pleasure of seeing you when Grand Lodge meets in Kingston, which will be 
on Tuesday, the 22nd of the month ensuing. 

I am, with fraternal regard, very much yours, 
John Beikie, 

DepV Pro. Grand Master for Upper Canada. 

John Dean. Esq. 

As an evidence of the strong- feeling which existed after the 
withdrawal of the warrant of Leinster lodg-e by the mother Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, the MSS. disclose a letter, written on the 21st 
June, 1827, to the brethren of the lodge at Sackett's Harbor, N,Y. 
It seems that the Kingston brethren had been invited by a committee 
of the Masons of Watertown, to take part in the festival. The 

letter was sent to E. Comp. A. J. Ferns, who was at that time High 
Priest of Frontenac chapter, No. i. His reply to the invitation of the 
American brethren is evidence that the companions of the chapter, 
not only as companions but as brethren, felt that they could not par- 
ticipate in any ceremony in conjunction with the members of a lodge 
which had been recently disciplined. On this subject Bret, Ferns 
writes to the Watertown committee as follows: 

" We have unfortunately in this town a number of Masons who a -short time 
ago composed a lodge under the Grand Lodge of Ireland, but by their exceed- 
ing bad conduct their warrant was recalled in consequence of a complaint 
having been made to the Grand Lodge of Ireland by our Provl. Grand Master, 
since which several of those people have met together under the name of 
Knights Templars, and they, together with some more refractory members, and 
without the least shadow of authority, formed themselves into an encampment, 
and have succeeded in getting several members to join them, many of whom as 
soon as they found themselves betrayed into an unauthorized society immediate- 
ly quit them. They, however, still meet occasionally, but I believe not often, 
and since their establishment they have uniformly intruded themselves upon us 
whenever we have appeared in public, and on one occasion in defiance of the 
Provl. Depy. Grand Master's order to the contrary. They have also admitted 
among them several persons who were rejected in our Lodge, as well as several 
who are excluded from it, and they now have belonging to them several who 
are under censure of the Grand Lodge for misconduct, and to give you a better 
idea of them they turned out in procefsion last fall, and some of them were so 
intoxicated as to fall down in the street in their full tiniform. Now, those people, 
hearing that you were resolved on celebrating the approaching anniversary, 
determined to go in and join you, if the members of our Lodge or Chapter 
went, for the sole purpose of annoying us. In conseciuence of this, our members 
being unwilling either to meet with them or put you to the disagreeable necef- 
sity of refusing them admifsion, declined to avail themselves of the opportunity 
of joining you, but I understand that some of them are determined to go 
whether we go or not, I conceive it my duty to apprize you of such of them as 
ard disqualified,'* 

After this Comp. Ferns gives the names of two brethren of St. 
John's lodg:e. No. 5, Kingston, who were under censure of the Grand 
Lodge and of five brethren who were under charges in ou^ 
chapter.'' 

From 1826 there is no record of Leinster lodge until 1828, when 
the members of the lodge addressed a communication to the Provin- 
cial Grand Alaster of Upper Canada. The brethren had regretted 
the surrender of the warrant, indeed, it would seem that it was eiven 
up by volition of the W. M., and not by resolution of the lodge. There 
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ar^^ no minutes to g^uide, but as much can be inferred from the 
correspondence of the period. Whether the lodge held regular 
meetings tinder the old warrant, while that document was in the hands 
of the Provincial Grand Secretary of Upper Canada, or whether they 
worked under the dispensation granted, is unknown. The lodge was 
called together under the dispensation, but there is no record of its 
proceedings. 

In 1828 a letter was received by the W. M. of Leinster lodge from 
the Deputy Grand Secretary of Ireland, enclosing two circulars, of 
which, how^ever, there exist no copies, but which, no doubt, were 
favorable to the establishment and re-establishment of lodges under 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland in Canada. The letter from Ireland read: 

Dublin, July nth, 1828. 

5> Jervis Street. 

Sir and Brother: — Since the decease of our late esteemed Brother Graham, 
the office of D. G. Sec'y has devolved upon me. I, therefore, embrace the 
opportunity of a Brother Green, a H. K. T., who is going to reside in Canada, 
and has been highly recommended to me, to forward to you copies of the two 
last circulars, which have been issued by the G. L., fearing my former com- 
numication, which was made through a stranger, tho' a Brother, may not have 
reached you, and I do not know the address of the W. Master of 283, with 
sufficient accuracy to send by post. 

I shall be happy, by all the means in my power, to forward the interests of 
Lodge 283, and of the order in general. If there are any other lodges, to whom 
similar communications should be addressed, I send a few circulars undirected, 
which Brother Green will do me the favor to forward, as he may be instructed. 
I am. Sir and Brother, 

Your most obedient servant, and well-wisher, 
(signed) J. Fowler, 

D. G. Sec'y. 

To the Worshipful Master of 

Lodge, No. 283, Kingston, Canada. 

The commtmication brought forth the following letter to the 
Deputy Provincial Grand blaster of Upper Canada at York. The 
Kingston brethren had a new-born enthusiasm and were anxious to 
again meet under their old warrant. Their appeal was a strong one, 
exhibiting a vigor that the members of Leinster lodge had not evinced 
for many years. 

Kingston, 24th November, 1828. 
Right Worshipful and Brother: — We, the undersigned members of the Duke 
of Leinster Lodge, No, 283, under the Registry of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, 
beg to transmit you the copy of a letter, very recently received from that Grand 
Lodge, accompanied by the two last circulars for 1827 and 1828. The under- 
signed, under the present existing circumstances, and also that of all contro- 
versy and unpleasant differences, which arose some time ago, having subsided 
among them, beg leave to recall their Warrant, No. 283. granted them by the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, at that time deposited in charge of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. Having had at all times the welfare of the 
Fraternity at heart, tho' from want of a proper authenticated communication to 
them at that time, and thereby being misled, they were thus for a moment led 
into error, not from any evil disposition towards the Fraternity individually, or 
at large. From these circumstances, and the recent communications above 
alluded to, the subscribers feel themselves authorized to call for their original 
Warrant, to enable them to be put upon an equal footing, and enjoy the rights 
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and privileges with the Fraternity at large. It will be obvious to you, Sir, and 
Right Worshipful Brother, that we have, from the period alluded to, been con- 
sidered acting under the warrant granted from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, 
consequently are held responsible for the regular dues to that Grand Lodge 
and no other. 

We have the honor to subscribe ourselves. 
Your Right Worshipful's 

Most obedient servants and brothers, 
J, R. Wright, W. M. 
Wm. Chesnutt, Past Master. 
James Hussey, S. W. 
James Cunningham, J. W. 
P. F. Hall, Secretary. 
James Hall, 
Chester Hatch, 
John Maguire, 
J. R. Wright, 

P. M. of the Lodge of Concord, Kingston. 

To the Right Worshipful 

Grand Master of Free and 

Accepted Masons of Upper Canada. 

The Deputy Provincial Grand Master was courteous, but decided, 
in his reply. He determined to throw the responsibility on R. W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray, and so informed the brethren of Leinster lod^e. 

Upper Canada. 

York, 17th December, 1828. 

Worshipful Sir and Brethren: — 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your respectful letter to me of 
the 24th ultimo, requesting that I would return to you the original warrant*, 
which you held from the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

I have given the circumstances of the case my best consideration, and have 
decided vipon referring your letter to the Provincial Grand Master of this Pro- 
vince, Simon McGillivray, Esquire, who is now in London. 

The following extract from a letter of his to Brother John Dean, one of 
the Provincial Grand Secretaries, will show you that it is not in my power to 
comply with your request, without first having the Provincial Grand Master's 
sanction for doing so. The letter from which this extract is taken, is on the 
subject of alleged Masonic misconduct on the part of your Lodge, and con- 
cludes with the following paragraph: ''As to the warrant from the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, you will keep it in safe custody till I require it at your 
hands." 

I am, Worshipful Sir, and Brother, yours fraternally, 

John Beikie, 

Deputy Provincial Grand Master for Upper Canada. 
To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of 

The Duke of LeinsterVs Lodge, No. 283, on the Registry of Ireland at 
Kingston. 

The MS. is endorsed in the handwriting of R. W. Bro. Beikie 
on the cjth April, 1829, 

" sent this day by John Gait, Esquire, the original letters of which the 
within are copies and a copy of my answer thereto, under cover to Simon Mc- 
Gillivray, Esquire, in London. 

" Sent also under the same enclosure, a letter from the Provincial Grand 
Secretary; Bernard Turquand, Esquire, of the 3rd Nov., t8->8, with a copy of 
the proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada at York, on 
Monday, 22nd September, 1828/' 
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This concludes the histor}^ of Leinster lodge. The warrant came 
into the possession of the writer in 1893, and was by hini returned to 
the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The linking of 
the partial records we have been enabled to gather gives but a faint 
idea of the work of the lodge. It is possible that some day, the min- 
utes of its proceedings may be found, and although these would be 
of interest, yet for all practical purposes what we have gives us a fait 
idea of what transpired from the birth until the death of the lodge. 


St. John's Lodge, No. 286, Grand Registry of Ireland, York, 
ON THE Grand River, Township of Seneca, County of 
Haldimand, 1851-55. 

A mythical story has been circulated for years in the Niagara 
district to the effect that the Irish warrant of Cayuga lodge originally 
came to Canada through an Irish regiment, which was quartered in 
that district, somewhere prior to 1800, but it is almost unnecessary 
to state that this is a story without a shred of fact to support it. The 
warrant was applied for in 1850 and granted in the same year, and 
the lodge met where designated in its history. 


This story probably arose from another regarding an old Irish 
lodge, which is said to have met in a farm house in the township of 
Bertie and in the neighborhood of Fonthill, and at another time near 
Beamsville. This tale has some semblance of truth, for an old lodge, 
known as No. 5, did meet in or near Fort Erie about 1796, but it is 
believed to have been succeeded by lodge No. 9, at Bertie, on the 
register of R. W. Bro. Wm. Jarvis. No trace of No. 5 remains, and 
the only reference to its work is in the statements made by the late 
Bro. fCol.) Palmer, of Fort Erie, who died many years ago, but who 
frequently spoke of the warrant and its work. 

The first meeting of this lodge under the warrant of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland was held on the 7th May, 185 1, at the Freemasons' 


CHAPTER CI- 


Seal of St. John's Lodge, No. 286, G. R. I. 
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Hall, York, on the Grand River. There were fourteen members pre- 
sent out of a total number of twentj^-one on the roll. Bro. Joseph 
Cornick acted as Deputy Provincial Grand Master, pro tern, and in- 
stalled the officers, for Avhich purpose, he no doubt received due au- 
thority from the Grand Lodge of Ireland. Bro. W. J. Chambers, of 
Kingston, was made an honorary member for the trouble he had 
taken in assisting- the lodge to procure its Irish warrant. 

At the meeting of 13th May, 1851, a committee was appointed 
to compile by-laws for the lodge, which, on the loth June, were ap- 
proved and ordered to be printed. A new regalia was also ordered 
to be purchased. An invitation was sent to the brethren of Welling- 
ton lodge, No. 238, G. R. I., at Dunnville, to meet on St. John's day 
with St." John's lodge. The remaining meetings of the year were given 
to degree work and general business. 

The remission of money in December, 1852, to the Grand Lodge 
at Ireland shows that the connection was complete, and that St. John's 
lodge was now under the authority of that Grand Lodge. 

In November, 1853, the lodge was requested to aid King Solo- 
mon's lodge, Toronto? to take part in the Convention which met at 
London, and subsequently at Hamilton and Toronto. On the 15th 
November, 1853, it was ' resolved that Bros. Young, Cornick and 
McPherson attend the meeting at Hamilton as representatives and 
that Bro. Cornick's expenses be paid out of the lodge funds. 

On the 6th June, 1854, a resolution was proposed for the re- 
moval of the lodge to Cayuga, and it was resolved that it would be 

" for the advantage of this lodge and the futherance of Masonry that it be 
removed to Cayuga, and such removal take place on Tuesday, or any day that 
may be suitable." 

It was also resolved to ask the brethren to render them assistance 
in establishing the new lodge at Caledonia, and also that the secre- 
tary have a list made out for signatures on the next lodge night. 

No meetings were held in July or August, and on the 5th Sept., 
1854, the lodge removed to Cayuga and held its first meeting on that 
date. This month the lodge attended the installation of the new 
lodge, known as Wellington lodge, No. 238, I. R., Dunnville. 

At the meeting of 38th November, 1854, it was resolved that 

" a member of the former lodge when sitting: under Knglish Jurisdiction, 
and who had been by same Lodge siispended during pleasure, be admitted pro- 
vi=if)nallv a member of this lodge, subject to the decision of the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland/' 

The minutes show that the lodge was doing quite an amonnt of 
work. In April, 1855, a communication was read with regard to the 
establishment of a Provincial Grand Lodge in Canada, and Bros. 
Mussen, Carroll, and Harcourt were appointed delegates to meet in 
St. John's lodge, Hamilton, on the 14th May, to take into considera- 
tion the advisability of forming a Provincial Grand Lodge, and these 
delegates were to advocate the establishment of a Grand Lodge for 
Canada. The delegates also attended the meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge at the Clifton House, Niagara Falks, in July of 1855. 

The last meeting of the lodge held under the Irish warrant was 
at their lodge room in Cayuga, 28th September, 1855. At this meet- 
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ing delegates were appointed to attend the Convention at Hamilton 
on the 10th of October, and at that Convention W. Bro. Carroll ob- 
tained a dispensation, signed by M. W. Bro. Wilson, as Grand Master, 
authorizing the lodge to proceed with its work. 

The first meeting under the dispensation from the Grand Lodge 
of Canada was held at Cayuga on the 4th December, 1855. 


CHAPTER CIT. 

Lodge, No. 323, Grand Registry of Ireland, Brantford, Can- 
ada West, Townsittp of Brantford, County of Brant. 
—1853-5. 

The town of Brantford, which for many years was and is a Craft 
centre, and with which the history of early lodges in the counties of 
Brant and Norfolk is interw^oven, had a Craft lodge of Irish origin 
in 1853, for on the 6th of July in that year a warrant was issued to W. 
Bros. A. Worthington, as W. M.; C. H. Waterous, S. W. and R. 
Henwood, J. W. 

The lodge had but a brief existence, for its warrant was returned 
to the Grand Lodge of Ireland on the 7th June, 1856, so that its work 
under its original charter was but for three years. 

Amongst the members w^ere Bros. Henry Yardington, John W. 
Downes, George S. Wilkes and William Murphy. 

Bro. (Dr.) Henwood was W. M. for two years, and while the 
lodge was under its Irish warrant it did a fair amount of work. It 
was known as Brant lodge and was one of the lodges which took part 
in the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada at Hamilton in Oc- 
tober, 1855. 

At the first annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada, Brant lodge was represented by Bro. George W. Malloch, the 
S. W., and in 1857 it was given the number 32 on the register of the 
Grand Lodge, 


CHAPTER CIIL 

Harmony Lodge, No. 358, Grand Registrv of Ireland, Bin- 
BROOK, County of Wentworttt, 1855-58. 

Binbrook is one of the townships of Wentworth, which formerly 
comprised, with the county of Halton, the Gore district. In 1817 
there were but sixteen families in Binbrook, while in 1855 there were 
about five himdred. Situated near the centre of the township, it 
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was a busy place, and to-day is the seat of a Craft lodge under the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. Any part of the township is but an hour's 
drive from Hamilton. 

The first lodge instituted in this township was under a warrant 
from the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1855. It was held at the house 
of Bro. Jeremiah Taylor, situated on the south-half of lot 3, in block 
4, in the 4th concession of Binbrook, one mile north-west of Hall's 
Corners, thirteen miles from Hamilton. It is now owned by the heirs 
of the late Hon. Nicholas Awrey. 

Bro. John Brown of Binbrook, who was made a Mason in Har- 
mony lodge in 1857, writes in August of 1895 that his father, John 
Brown, was one of the originators of the lodge, with Bros. Jeremiah 
Taylor and Henry Morgan, all three being farmers near HalFs Cor- 
ners. Bro. Brown states that 

** Bro. Taylor was building a house at the time, and agreed to fit up a 
room for holding the meetings, and father agreed to lay out the money for 
the Charter/' 

The meetings were held at Bro. Taylor's house until 1861, when 
he sold his farm and his successor asked so high a rent for the room 
that we decided on a hall at Hall's Corners. Bro. Brown also writes 
that his father was building a house at the time on a farm he had 
bought in the vicinity, and fitted up a room upstairs where the meet- 
ings were held until the lodge at Hall's Corners was finished." 

Bro. Jeremiah Taylor was an American by birth and was initiated 
in the United States. Henry Morgan was an Irish Mason, and John 
Brown, Sr., was a Scotch Mason. Bro. Morgan was lighthouse 
keeper at Port Dover for many years, after he left the township 
of Binbrook. 

The minvites show that the first installation was held on the 5th 
April, 1855, at the house of Bro. Taylor, and that Bros. Taylor, Mor- 
gan, Brown and William Mussen, the W. M. of lodge No. 286, Irish 
register, at York, on the Grand River, 'were present. The records 
only show four brethren as being present, and that Bro. Jeremiah 
Taylor was installed first Master of Harmony lodge, No. 358, G. R. I., 
in due and ancient form,'' after which Bro. John Brown and Henry 
Morgan were installed as S. W. and J. W. respectively, and the lodge 
closed to meet again on the first Monday after full moon in each 
month.'' 

There was no meeting in May, possibly from the fact that there 
was some doubt as to the legality of the proceedings on the 5th of 
April. 

The minute book contains a record of a special meeting of P. 
M.'s, held in Hamilton, on lune 28th, at which Bro, Tavlor was in- 
stalled as W. M. of No. 358. W. Bro. Thos. B. Harris presided at 
this Board of Installed Masters. At this meeting V. W. Bros. T. B. 
Harris, Richard Bull and Wm. Bellhouse were present. No reason 
is given for this special meeting, but it was clearly because the first 
installation was irregular. 

At the July meeting of the lodge Bros. Taylor, Brown, Heals, 
DeWitt, Meyers, from No. 286, York, Thos. H. Ai kman, Thos. Mes- 
senger and P. S. Brown were present. Reuben C. Taylor was initi- 
ated. The fee for initiation was £4 or $t6 of present currency. 
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The meeting- in September was attended by eight brethren, 
amongst whom were Bro. James Young, Thos. Lester, Wm. Mns- 
sen, j. R. Carroll, with W. Bro. Jeremiah Taylor as W. M. Hiram 
Cook received the first and second degrees and the lodge closed. 
At an emergent meeting; on 4th October, Bros. R. C. Taylor and 
Hiram Cook were raised. A communication from Strict Observance 
lodge, Hamilton, reporting the proceedings of a meeting of delegates 
of lodges at Clifton House, Niagara, on the loth July, was read. This 
referred to the preliminary meeting, held prior to the Convention in 
October, 1855, when the Grand Lodge of Canada was formed. The 
minutes state that 

after reading the circular and also the resolution passed at the Clifton 
House, and having fully discussed the same, it was resolved that this Lodge, 
concurring in some of the views expressed by the resolution, desire its officers 
to attend the con. at Hamilton, or in their absence they do hereby appoint 
Bro. Jeremiah Taylor, to act as their proxy/' 

There does not appear to have been any meeting held in Novem- 
ber or December, but on the 28th January, 1856, the lodge met, and 
at this meeting Y, W. Bro. T. B, Harris presided. Bros. J. T. Craig, 
J. M. Rogerson, John A. Bruce, T. C. Sterling, J. Taylor, W. M., R. 
C. Taylor, John Brown and Hiram Cook were present, and after 
initiating Nathaniel Bloodsworth, the lodge adjourned. 

The minutes show^ that the lodge met in January, 1856, under 
the warrant of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and in February of the 
same year under the warrant of the Grand Lodge of Canada. From 
February until December of 1856 there was no meeting, nor is any 
reason given for this lapse in the work. 


CHAPTER CIV. 

Lodge, No. 359, Grand Registry of Ireland, Stratford, Town- 
ships OF Easthope, Et.ltce and Downie, County of 
Perth, Canada West, 1855-58. 

Four townships in Perth county can claim Stratford, the county 
seat. The town of 1855, now a city, is situated in four townships, 
viz., North and South Easthope, Ellice, Downie and Gore of Downie. 

The history of this lodg-e cannot be given to any extent, owing 
to the absence of the records, which were lost some years ago. The 
lodge was warranted by the Grand Lodi^^e of Ireland as No. 359 at 
Stratford, Canada West, on the loth March, 1855. Bro. R. H. Lee 
was the first W. M., Edwin Woodbury, S. W., and A. B. Orr, J. W. 
The first meeting in connection with the formation of the lodge was 
held on the 29th December, 1854. The minutes of this meeting have 
been preserved and read : 

At a meeting of Master Masons held in Stratford on the 29th day of 
December, A.D. 1854, it was resolved that the sum of Ten pounds be raised 
from the members {members contributing the sum of one pound each) to de- 
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fray the expenses attending the procuring a Charter for the Lodge of Free 
Masons proposed to be opened in the Town of Stratford, and if any surplus 
remains after payment of the same, that the same be placed to the credit of th<^ 
Lodge, which money, as soon as the Lodge acquires adequate funds therefor, 
to be refunded to the members advancing the same. 

''A. B. Orr, paid, £i ; James Orr. paid, £i; Rivinus H. See, paid £i ; 
William F. McCulloch, paid, £i: Egb, F. Benson, paid, £r; Edward Wood- 
bury, paid £i; Walter Oliver, paid ^i ; William Larkworthy, paid £t; George 
Frtderick Crookshanks, paid £i ; Peter Woods, paid £i." 

The only other records of the lodge minutes are those of a meet- 
ing held on July 26th, 1856. Even these are but the draft minutes. 
They read: 

Lodge 389 met at a Regular, July 26th, Thursday, at Past eight, in 
the first degree. Minutes of last meeting of emergencies and approved of. 
The Petition of WilHam Smith was then read & the Master appointed a Com- 
mittee of Investigation, composed of A. B. Orr & Watson, to enquire into 
character. The Lodge w^as then closed and opened on the second degree. By- 
Lav^ amending former Bylaw as to passing or raising was passed. Bros. Case 
& Shoon were then balloted for, and issuing clear were duly passed to second 
degree. A meeting of emergency was then appd. for Thursday next, 2nd 
August, 5855, for passing two candidates for third degree for Thursday and 
Friday Brethren present all but Woodbury, J. Orr and McCulloch." 

Al the conclusion is the following" report of the emergency held 
on the 2nd August: 

Kmergency, Augt. ^nd, opened ist degree, then on the ad, & then on 
the third, when a diffl. in wh. Brother McCh, was conspicuous, also a discus- 
sion about a By-Law as to parsing & raising, as to the propriety of the passing 
except by two-thirds a month." 

On the second page of the sheet containing these minutes is one 
referring to a meeting on the 17th August, 1856, which reads: 

Lodge opened at 8 o'clock in M. M. degree, Brothers Smith & Case 
were raised — closed at ^4 to nine o'clock." 

And on the third page are the minutes of an emergent meeting, 
which are also brief: 

** Lodge of Kmergency met at Lodge Room on Monday, the 28th Jan'y, 
56 — opened at % past 8 o'clock on the first degree. Brother Verity passed to 
second degree. Lodge opened upwards. 

Present. W. M., Tyler, Sec'y, Treasr., Bro. Fred, G. Tisdale, In. G., 
Bro. Cook; S. W,, McCulloch; J. W., Verity; S. D., Shoon; J. Dea, Mathe- 
son, Wantzel. 

'* & Br, Verity was duly passed to the 2nd degree. The Lodge closed in 
Harmony at to oVlock." 

The fourth page of the sheet contains a copy of a motion passed 
at the lodge on the 28th June, 1855. 

" Moved by Bro. A. B, Orr ) 
" Seconded by Bro. Oliver ) 

*^ That candidates be pafsed & raised at meetings of emergency, and that 
six hours be sufficient notice for calling such emergency meeting. 

" Wellington Lodge. No. 359, Stratford, June 28th. 1855." 

Some of the MSS. for 1855-56-57-58 have been preserved, w^hich 
give an identity to a few of the members of the lodge. These MSS. 
consist of petitions for membership, showing that the following were 
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members of the lodg-e, viz.: Messrs. Robert Armstrong, H. F. Ryer- 
son, Walter Oliver, William D. Harrison, Kdwin Woodbury, A. B. 
Orr, P. R. Shaver, William Wantzel, W. McKay, James Orr, John E. 
Lee, Robt. W. Keay, Daniel Barnum, P. Watson, R. P. Cooke, Thos. 
Smith. Tno. De Courcey O'Grady, R. W. Canaf Mitchell, James 
Wood, W. McCulloch, W. A. Hig-gs, Peter Woods, John Hicks, 
Wm. Verity, W. H. Stennett, George Morley, W. R. Plum, Robert 
Brabazon, August Stahlberg, Robert Johnson, J. P. Smith, Worsley 
Ebbs, Abram H. Buchler, Alfred Howitt. 

The lodge met in a building which according to present location, 
is the second door south on Erie street, from the south-west corner 
of Erie and Ontario streets. This lodge affiliated in 1855 with the 
Grand Lodge of Canada and was No. 28 on its register. The war- 
rant from the Grand Lodge of Ireland was surrendered in 1856 and is 
now in the archives of that body. 

The following comprised the membership of Lodge No. 359, after- 
wards Wellington lodge. No. 38, G. R. C. : 

Armstrong, Robt.; Barnum, Daniel; Brabazon, Robt,; Buehler, Abraham 
H.; Case George; Cana, R. W. ; Cooke, Robt.; Hbbs, Worsley; Higgs, 
W. A.; Hicks, Jno. ; Hewson, Robt, ; Harrison, W. D.; Howitt, Alfred; 
Johnston, Robt.; Lee, J. E. ; Lee, R. H.; McCuIloch, W. J.; Mathewson, 
Thos. ; Morley, Geo.; O'Grady, J. DeCourcy; Orr. James; Orr, A. B. ; Oliver, 
M.; Oliver Walter,; Plunkett. Richard; Plum, W. R. ; Rolph, Peter; Ryerson, 
E. F.; Roberts, W. ; Smith, Thos.; Shaver, P. R. ; Stennett, W. H. ; Smith, 
Wm. ; Smith, Jno. P.; Strahlberg, August; Woodbury, Edwin; Wantzell, 
William; Woods, James; Watson, P.; Verity, Wm. 


CHAPTKR CV. 

The First Step Towards an Iistdependknt Grano Lodge in 
Canada. — The Irish Lodges in the Jurisdiction and 
Their Action. — 1855. 

The first marked step taken to place the Craft of Upper Canada in 
the position of a sovereign and independent body, clothed with that 
supreme authority that is the right of all who have the faculties of 
thought and speech, was an event which did not impress itself upon 
the Craft calendar until the year of grace 1853. 

The Craft lodges of Canada, which were established under the 
obedience of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, have more than an ordin- 
arv claim to regard from the Craftsmen of not only the Province of 
Ontario but also of the Dominion of Canada. At least fifteen lodges 
between 1824-55 could claim parentage by warrant direct from Ire- 
land, and while^ a few became dormant and passed away those that 
remained and affiliated with the Grand Lodge of Canada in its for- 
mation were active lodges, filled with representative men in all walks 
of life. 

45^ 
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Twenty years before this century saw light there was a lodge of 
Irish foundation in the Niagara district. There is but little evidence 
in sight, even after prolonged search, of the truthfulness of the claim, 
but the surrounding circumstances point to lodge No. 2, at Niagara, 
in 1782, as a Craft organization which received its warrant from Ire- 
land. The signature of two well known Masons, Bros. William Rools 
and Roberl Smith of Niagara district, in the books of Stamford 
lodge, and the fact that they were entered from a lodge of Irish 
Kstablishment " is reasonable proof that Lodge^ No. 2," of which we 
know they were members, worked under a warrant that must have 
been of Irish origin. There is this to be said, that no record of ** No. 
2, at Niagara/' is to be found in the books of the Grand Lodge at 
Dublin. 

Some claim that a lodge in the township of Bertie, known as 
Fort Krie, No. 5," was of Irish origin, but of this claim there is no 
ground in the MSS. So that the reader may dismiss all thoughts of 
finding an Irish warrant in Upper Canada until 1844, when a lodge 
was warranted at L'Orignal by the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Half a century before that date the murmurings of discontent 
were heard at Niagara. The death knell of the first Provincial Grand 
Lodge was sounded when about 1797 the governing body was movetl 
from Niagara to the new capital, then known as York, and now as 
Toronto. The move was one, not of necessit)- but of expediency — a 
transfer in name only, for those whose hearts were in the work saw 
that the removal of the Grand warrant and with it the prestige of a 
Grand Kast, was a death blow to the work that from 1795 had pros- 
pered fairly well in the old capital of ITpper Canada. 

While it is true that the authorized parchment which qualified 
R. W. Bro. Jarvis to act did not see Niagara soil again for nearly 
twent>' years and that, so to speak, no document of any kind existed, 
with those who formed the rival or schismatic Grand Lodge at Nia- 
gara, yet their work was worthy of the cause. They had not the 
inherent right and power held b}^ Jarvis, but they did the work that 
belonged to his Grand Lodge. They established lodges, met in quar- 
terly commtmication, with fair regularity from 1800 until 1822, and, 
be it said, conducted themselves with such discretion that, on the 
reorganization in 1822, high honor was paid to their representative, 
R. W. Rro. Robert Kerr, who successfully guided their destinies for 
many years. 

Seventeen years later in the days of the Kingston Convention, 
181 7-1822, the feeling in favor of Craft independence gained ground 
and when in the latter year R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray re-organ- 
ized the Craft, he saw that Canada, peopled masonically with those 
who hailed from five different jurisdictions, could not be governed 
by the tightly drawn lines that would not be considered injudicious 
in the mother jurisdictions. 

In 1836 the effort at London, LTpper Canada, in favor of an in- 
dependent Grand Lodge, under W. Bro. Charles "Duncombe, although 
not successful, was but the advance guard of a movement that mai'ched 
to victory twenty vears later. 

In 1842-44 the efforts of R. W. Bro. Ziba M. Phillips, at Smith's 
Falls and Brockville, had so much of success that his was a body not 
in name only, but in form, so proper, so full of life and so progressive 
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that its work seriously embarrassed those at York, who assumed the 
hereditary right to govern as a Provincial Grand Lodge. 

Then from 1843-45 the efforts of the Craft lodges were in the 
direction of a Provincial Grand Lodge under the Ancient Grand 
Lodge of Kngland. The Provincial Grand Lodge formed in 1845 
jogged along at a pleasant pace, did good work but without any 
attempt to secure the establishment of a supreme and independent 
body. This continued until the early fifties, when a new element came 
in and changed the destiny of Craft government, not only in the Pro- 
vince of Upper Canada, but in every jurisdiction in what is now the 
Dominion of Canada. 

In Upper Canada from 1792 until 1855 all the lodges established 
were by the Ancient and Alodern Grand Lodges of Kngland and the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, for the Grand Lodge of Scotland, although 
it had a Provincial Grand Master in Sir A. N. MacNab, from 1842, 
never erected a warrant in Upper Canada. 

The lodges of the Grand Lodge of Kngland, wdiether established 
by direct action, as in the case of Rawdon at York, or by a Provincial 
Grand Lodge, have been dealt with in the history of the provincial 
bodies and those of the individual lodges of each period. The Grand 
Lodge of Ireland was a governing body which, without the aid of a 
Provincial Grand blaster or the usual machinery of a Provincial 
Grand Lodge, established lodges in Upper Canada, which may justly 
claim the honor of initiating" the scheme for independence, that 
led to the organization of the Grand Lodge of Canada in 1855. 

The Grand Lodge of Ireland had fifteen lodges in Upper Canada 
and Lower Canada, of which we have particulars in the MSS. The 
number, name, location, date of warrant, and, in nearly every case, 
the date on which the lodge ceased operations, have been ascertained 
from the books of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Thirteen of these lodges were in LTpper Canada or Canada West^ 
and two w^ere in Lower Canada or Canada Kast. To one of these 
lodges belongs the credit of making the first determined effort for 
Craft independence in Canada. On the 3rd February, 1^547, a war- 
rant was issued by the Grand Lodge of Ireland for the constitution of 
King Solomon's lodge, No. :2:2:2, to meet at Toronto, Canada West. 
The warrant arrived in Toronto on the 24th March, 1847. The first 
officers were W. Bro. William Cassidy, W. M., David Hopkins, S, 
W., and Thomas Kennedy, J. W., and these brethren opened the lodge 
for the first time on the 24th June, 1847. From the da^^ of its open- 
ing the lodge had a successful career. It surrendered its Irish war- 
rant on the I2th June, 1858, and is to-day No. 22 on the roll of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. 

At the regular meeting of King Solomon's lodge on the :26th 
February, 1853, the W. M., W. Bro. George L. Allen, in furnishing a 
return of the members, with a draft for the fees and dues required 
by the Grand Lodge of Ireland from its subordinates, complained that 
the dues which were collected in Canadian currency had to be re- 
mitted to Ireland in sterling money. The W. M. pointed out the 
difficulties of collecting fees, and suggested that £17. 13s. 6d. sterling 
were equal to £21. los. 7d. currency, and that the fees due Ireland 
should be collected upon the Canadian currency basis; in other words 
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that the pound currency should be received by Ireland as a pound 
sterling. In other regards tTie letter breathed the true spirit of loyalty 
to the mother Grand Lodge. 

On the loth November, 1853, after months of private discussion 
amongst the members, the question of the formation of an indepen- 
dent Grand Lodge for Canada West came up before the lodge in the 
form of a resolution. 

It was proposed by V. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, P. M., who in 1850- 
51 had been W. M. of the lodge, seconded by Bro. Charles Fitz- 
gibbon, senior warden, that 

" Considering the rapid increase of lodges working under Warrants from 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, being now ten in number, and the necessity that 
exists for having a ruHng power in Canada West, it is desirable that a con- 
vention to be composed of the W. Master, Past Masters, Snr. and Junr. 
Wardens of said lodge? be held forthwith, to consult on the best means to 
be adopted for attaining the above object, and for the benefit of the Craft gen- 
erally in Canada West." 

This was the resolution that gave life to a movement which, 
gathering- strength day by day, never ceased in its efforts until its 
object was attained. The resolution being carried it was promptly 
followed by another, with the same mover and seconder, to the effect 

" That owing to the lateness of the season and for the greater convenience 
of the Delegates from the several lodges, it is advisable that the said Masonic 
Convention be held in Hamilton on Thursday, the 24th Instant, at noon, and 
that communication be forwarded to St. John's Lodge, No. 231, Hamilton, 
requesting the use of this Lodge Room for the purpose, and in order to give 
Masonic sanction to the proceedings of the said convention, the W. M. of 
St. John*s Lodge, No. 231, be and is hereby requested to call an Hmergency 
of the Lodge on that day. there being nothing in the Constitution Contrary to 
such a proceeding." 

This was followed by a third resolution directing 

" That copies of the above resolutions be forwarded to the several lodges 
working under the Irish jurisdiction in Canada West, requesting that the duly 
qualified Delegates, as above stated, attend the Masonic Convention, as matters 
of the utmost importance to the progress of Masonry in Canada West will be 
discussed.'' 

The Convention met in the lodge room of St. John's lodge, No. 
231, G. R. I., at Hamilton, in due course on the 24th November, 
T853. 

The official minutes, copies of which are rare, show the business 
transacted. Five lodges, No. 231, Hamilton; No. 222, Toronto; No. 
323, Brantford; No. 209, London, and No. 286, York, on the Grand 
River, were registered. 

Ten delegates represented the lodges and five resolutions, all of 
virhich w^ere carried unanimously, show that the delegates were of one 
opinion. The proceedings, copies of w^hich were sent to the lodges, 
read : 

Minutes of a Meeting of Deleg-ates: 
" From the several lodges of Freemasons in Canada West, under the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, assembled under ResoUitions passed in King Solomon's 
Lodge, No. 222, G.R.I. . on Thursday evening, the lOth day of November, 5853, 
and circulated through the several Lodges, held in Saint John's Lodge Room, 
in Hamilton, on Thursday, the 24th November, A.L. 5853. 
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" At the adjourned meeting in the Third Degree of the Saint John's Lodge, 
No. 231, Grand Registry of Ireland, following Delegates were present: 
W. Bro T. B. Harris. W.M.. Saint John's Lodge, 231. 
V. W. Bro. Kivas Tully. P.M., King Solomon's, 222. 
W. Bro. W. Mvles, P.M., Saint John's Lodge, 231. 
Bro. Chas. R. Wilkes, J.W., Brant. 323. 
Bro. R. C. McMullen. J.W., King Solomon's. 222. 
W. Bro. J. W. Kerr, P.M., Saint John's. 231. 
W. Bro. James Daniell, W.M., Saint John's, 209. 
W. Bro. T^r. AlcPlierson, P.IVE., York» Grand River, 286. 
Bro. Jer. Taylor (Proxy). 

W. Bro. T. Moore, P.M., Saint John's Lodge, 331. 
The W. Master read Communications from Saint John's, 286, Cayuga, 
Grand River, dated 19th Novr., 53. From King Hiram's, 226, Ingersoll, C. W., 
dated 21st Nov., 53. Both letters relative to the Convention. The latter con- 
tained Resolutions of King Hiram's Lodge, as follows: 

Ingersoll. 15th Nov., 5853, King Hiram's Lodge, 226. 
" Moved and carried unanimously. That this Lodge approving of the Re- 
solutions passed at King Solomon's, No. 222, on the subject of having a Grand 
Lodge in Canada West, and further, that the Secretary be ordered to com- 
municate the same for the information of the Convention, which is to meet 
on the 24th instant, at Hamilton." 

Proposed by V. Bro. K. Tully, P.M., 222. seconded by W. Bro. J. 

Daniell, W.M,, 209. 

" Resolved — That the rapid increase of Lodges working under Warrants 
granted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, requires a Provincial and Governing 
Authority, to be composed of Representatives from the several Private Lodges 
in Canada. Carried unanimously. 

"Proposed by W. Bro. Daniell, W. M,, seconded by Bro. Kerr, P. M.: 
Resolved — That Brothers Tully, Kerr, McPherson and Wilkes be a com- 
mittee to frame Resolutions to be submitted to the Lodges on the subject of 
establishing a Governing Authority in Canada West, and that said Committee 
report on the subject this evening. Carried unanimously. 

"The Committee on Resolutions having reported, their report was received 
and adopted unanimously, when it was 

''Proposed by W. Bro. Kerr, P.M., seconded by W. Bro. Myles, P.M.: 
** Resolved — That for the better management of the Business connected with 
the Masonic Institution in Canada West an independent Grand Lodge be 
established therein, and that a communication be forwarded to the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, that it is the intention of the Brethren working under their juris- 
diction in Canada West to form themselves into an Independent Grand Lodge, 
and respectfully requesting them to recognize the said Lodge as the Grand 
Lodge of Canada West. Carried unanimously. 

" Mem. — That the Secretary of the Convention be instructed to report to 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland immediately. 

Moved by W. Bro. Daniell, W.M., seconded by V. W. Bro. K. Tully, 
P.M., and 

" Resolved — That copies of the proceedings of this Convention be forwarded 
to the several Irish Lodges in Canada West, and that an adjourned Conven- 
tion of the said Lodges be held in the Lodge Room of Saint John's Lodge, 
209, London, C.W., on the first Thursday in May, for the purpose of forming 
an Independent Grand Lodge of Canada West. Carried unanimously. 

"Bro. Robert C, McMullen, J. W. of King Solomons Lodge, 222, To- 
ronto, was requested to act as Secretary to the Convention. 

" R. C. McMullen, Secretary." 


7IO 


HISTORV OF FREKMASONRY IIsT CANADA. 


These resolutions declared for a Provincial Grand Lodge for the 
lodges subject to the obedience of Ireland in Upper Canada, and that 
the intention to form an independent Grand Lodge be communicated 
to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. When the Convention adjourned it 
was determined to meet at 'London, Canada West, in May, 1854, and 
there and then form an independent Grand Lodge. 

In the meantime the proceedings at Hamilton were reported to 
the lodges in Canada West under Ireland, and all of these bodies 
endorsed the resolution and action of the delegates. In King Solo- 
mon's lodge the discussion was of an animated character and every 
point was "debated vigorously and with a determination to carry out 
to the fullest extent the resolution of lOth November, 1853. At an 
emergent meeting of the lodge held on the 6th December, 1853, the 
W. M. read the report of the proceedings at Hamilton, after which it 
was resolved : 

That the resolution of the Convention held at Hamilton on Thursday, 
the 24th ult., having been fully discussed and considered by this lodge, the 
members in open lodge assembled are of opinion that with all due reverence 
for the most worshipful the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and for the benefit of 
the order generally throughout the province, the recommendation of the con- 
vention for the establishment of an Independent Grand Lodge for Canada 
W^est is the most advisable course that could be adopted, and that the duly 
qualified delegates be requested to attend the adjourned convention to be held 
in London on Thursday, the 4th May, 1854, for the purpose of establishing the 
said Independent Grand Lodge/' 

And it was further ordered that one hvmdred copies of the reso- 
lution be printed for circulation. 

On the 15th April, 1854, the W. M. of King Solomon's lodge 
received a comnitmication from the Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, and it was ordered that the letter be sent to the 
secretary of the Convention, which was to be held on the 4th May, 
1854, in London, Canada West. The contents of the letter are not 
given in the minutes of King- Solomon's lodge, but its purport is 
known from a resolution passed at a subsequent meeting of the lodge. 
The Grand Lodge of Ireland offered a Provincial Grand Lodge, leav- 
ing the nomination of the Provincial Grand Master to the Conven- 
tion, this nomination to be confirmed by the mother Grand Lodge. 

The adjourned meeting of the delegates of the Hamilton Con- 
vention of 24th November, 1S53, met on the 4th May, 1854, in Lon- 
don. The minutes of the meeting were brief, merely giving the reso- 
lutions passed. The discussion was lengthy, and the Toronto, Hamil- 
ton, London, ^^ork and Brantford lodges were represented. The 
minutes read: 

Minutes of an adjourned Convention of Delegates from the several Lodges 
working under Warrants from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, held pursuant to 
notice in the Lodge Hall, London, Canada West, on Thursday, the 4th of May, 

A.L. S^S4- 

W. Bro. James Daniell, W. M. St. John's, 309, presiding. Twenty-five 
Delegates present. 

St. John's Lodge, 209, having been opened in third Degree in the usual 
form, the minutes of the Convention held in St. John's, 231, Lodge Hall, Ham- 
ilton, Canada West, on 24th November last, were read and confirmed. 

Several communications were read, including one from the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland to V. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, P. M. of King Solomon's Lodge, No. 
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222, when it was moved by W. Bro. T. B. Harris, seconded by W. Bro. Cald- 
well, and 

Resolved — That this lodge be now closed and the delegates form them- 
selves into a Committee of the whole, to take such steps as they may deem 
expedient for the formation of a Grand Lodge in Canada West. Carried. 

The Lodge was then closed in the usual form. 

In Committee of the whole, W. Bro. James Daniell in the chair. 

Resolved — That a Committee be appointed to draft a copy of a Consti- 
tution for the Government of a Grand Lodge of Canada to be established in 
this Province, to be submitted to the next meeting of this Convention. 
Carried. 

Resolved — That the Committee consist of Worshipful Bros. James Daniell. 
T. B. Harris, Dr. Henwood, William Young. J. E. Hall and very Worshipful 
Bro. Kivas Tully. Carried. 

Resolved — That the adjourned meeting of this Convention be held in Ham- 
ilton on the first Thursday in September. Carried. 

Resolved — That a copy of the proceedings of this Convention be forwarded 
to all the Lodges in Canada West, also to the Provincial Grand Lodge of this 
Province, asking their co-operation in the establishment of an Independent 
Grand Lodge in Canada. Carried. 

Resolved — That W. Bro, T. B. Harris be President of the Committee. 

Resolved — That Bro. Robert C. McMullen be requested to continue his 
services as Secretary of this Convention and Committee, Carried. 

Resolved — That the proceedings of this Convention be published in the 
^Masonic Alirror and Keystone and the Masonic Review. Carried. 

Resolved — That the thanks of this Convention be given to the Chairman, 
Wor. Bro. James Daniell for his conduct on this occasion. Carried. 

Resolved — That the thanks of this Convention be given to Bro. Robert 
C. McMullen for his ser\aces as Secretary. Carried. 

Resolved — That the thanks of this Convention be given to the W. M., 
Officers and Brethren of St. John's Lodge, No. 209, G.R.L, for their kind at- 
tention to the several Delegates and for the use of their Masonic Hall. 
Carried. 

The Convention then adjourned- 

R. C. McMullen, Secretary. 

It is to be regretted that the names of the twenty-five delegates 
who were present are not given in the official proceedings. The Con- 
vention was presided over by a man of excellent judgment — W. Bro, 
James Oaniell, W. M. of lodge No. -209, London. 

The intention of the Convention to meet on the 9th September, 
1854, at Hamilton, does not seem to have been carried out, for in the 
MSS. we find a circular from the secretary of King Solomon's lodge, 
No. 222, Toronto, enclosing to other lodges copies of resolutions 
passed at a meeting of the delegates of Irish lodges on Thursday, the 
9th November, 1854, held in the Masonic hall on the north-west cor- 
ner of Church and Court streets, Toronto. The minutes of this 
meeting have not beeri^preserved, but from those of a regular meeting 
of King Solomon's lodge, Toronto, held on the 9th November, 1854, 
we find that there were on that date visiting Toronto W. Bro. Jere- 
miah Taylor, of Binbrook lodge, No. 358, I. R., Binbrook ; W. Bro. 
Thos. B. Harris, of St. John's lodge. No. 231, I. R., Hamilton, and 
W. Bro. T. B. Warren, bf No. 232. I. R., St. Thomas. 

The meeting of the Convention of 9th November was one of 
moment, for at it the of¥er of the Grand Lodge of Ireland was not 
only accepted, provided certain privileges were allowed, but W. Bro. 
James Daniell was elected Provincial Grand Master. 
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The minutes of King- Solomon's lodg-e of 9th November, 1854, 
contain only one line of reference to the subject. The lodge had pro- 
ceeded with routine work and an initiation of a candidate by W. Bro. 
T. B. Harris, of Hamilton, and " The remainder of the evening- was 
occupied with the business connected with the Convention." 
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\N . Bko. ( Jldci:) J.xmes Daniell. 

u ijT^^^ probably alluded to the fact that a general discussion was 
held m the lodge room on the action of the Convention held on the 
same day m that room. The resolution passed read: 

w "1?^^°,'"'?*^^'^'''*, f"^^"" ^ Provincial Grand I.odge by the Most 
Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Ireland. leaving the Nomination of the Pro- 
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vincial Grand Master to this Convention be accepted, provided that the Grand 
Lodge grant to this Provincial Grand Lodge the privilege of issuing Warrants 
and Certificates, retaining the Fees. A nominal value for such privilege to 
he fixed by the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge." 

Resolved — That W. Brothers P. Ms, Tully and Allen do draft a state- 
ment of facts, showing why such powers are required, to be submitted to the 
M. W. the Grand Lodge of Ireland." 

W. Bro. P. M. James DanielK of St. John's Lodge, 209, London, C.W., 
was then elected Provincial Grand Master, subject to the conditions of the fore- 
going Resolutions. 

The Secretary was ordered to submit a copy of these Proceedings to the 
M. W. Grand Lodge of Ireland, with the statements referred to in the 3nd 
Resolution. 

The Meeting then adjourned. 

R. C. McMnllen. Secretary. 

The work of carrying- out the resolution of the Convention in 
a presentation of the case to the Grand Lod^e of Ireland was ac- 
complished by W. Bro. Tully and W. Bro. Allen, who in accordance 
with the instructions, sent the following^ letter to the Grand Lodge oi 
Ireland: 

The undersigned having been appointed by resolution to draft a state- 
ment of facts, showing why certain privileges are required by the brethren in 
this Province, beg to submit the following: 

*' 1st. The rapid increase of Lodges, working tinder Warrants from the 
M. W. the Grand Lodge of Ireland, demands a local governing body. 

" 2nd. The difficulty experienced in corresponding with the M. W. the 
Grand Lodge, and consequent detriment to the Craft, requires that the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge for this Province should have more extended powers 
than are usually granted by the Constitution. 

3rd. The objections to remit the Fees for Warrants and Certificates being 
a yearly amount sutficient to form the basis of a Benevolent Fund, which is 
much required in this province. 

The undersigned humbly submit that should the prayer of the resolution 
be granted by the M. W. the Grand Lodge, it would do more for the prosperity 
of the Craft in this Province than any other course that could be adopted; in 
fact, it would tend to cement the bonds of Universal Brotherhood more closely, 
and would eventually lead to a junction of all lodges working under other 
jurisdictions, thereby avoiding the impending necessity of forming an inde- 
pendent Grand Lodge. _ 

** The undersigned also respectfully submit that the great delay caused by 
the irregular communication with the Grand Lodge, when promptness is re- 
quired, particularly in reference to certificates, justifies the private lodges in 
claiming more extended powers than are provided for in the Constitutions. 
And the fact that several distressed brethren from England and Scotland, as 
well as Ireland, have been annually relieved by the private lodges here, 
whereas comparatively few, if any, Canadian brethren have claimed assistance 
from the Parent Grand Lodge, requires the most serious consideration of the 
M. W. the Grand Lodge as to a reduction of the fees. And in carrying out this 
arrangement, we respectfully urge that an annual amount, to be fixed by the 
M. W. the Grand Lodge, would be the most satisfactory mode of settlement. 

" The undersigned, in conclusion, would state, on behalf of the several 
Lodges working under the Irish jurisdiction, that in adopting this course they 
are solely influenced by the desire to further the interests of the Order gener- 
ally, and not by a rebellious or factious spirit; and should the M. W. the 
Grand Lodge consider it advisable to adopt any other course that would carry 
out the intentions of the Representatives of the several Lodges, they would 


714 HISTORY OF FREKMASONRV IN CANADA. 

be prepared to adopt it, and humbly submit to the decision of the M. W. the 
Grand Lodge. 

All which is respectively submitted. 

(Signed) Kivas Tully, P. M. No. 222. 
G. L. Allen, P. M," 

Toronto. November 29th, 1854 " 

At the regular meeting of King- Solomon's lodge on 12th April, 
1855: 

The W. M. directed that an emergency meeting be summoned for Friday, 
the 20th Inst., to take into consideration the letter received from the Depy. 
Grand Secty. of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, in answer to one sent from the 
Convention of Irish Lodges in Canada." 

This meeting was held on the 20th April, and at it the letter of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland in reply to that sent by W. Bros. TuUy and 
Allen, was read as follows: 

Free Masons* Hall, Dublin, Ireland, 

8th January, 1855. 

" Dear Sir and Brother — I am directed to inform you that the resolutions 
forwarded through you and Bro, G. L. Allen, P. M., No. 222. and Bro. Tully. 
from a Convention of Delegates meeting in the Hall of King Solomon's Lodge, 
No. 222, at Toronto, on the 9th November, 1854, were duly laid before the 
Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Ireland on Thursday evening, the 4th 
January, 1855, and the M. W. the Grand Lodge were pleased to confirm the 
Report of the Board of General Purposes, who had them previously under their 
consideration. The decision of the Grand Lodge is, viz. : 

That the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Ireland cannot recom- 
mend His Grace the Duke of Leinster, the M. W, the Grand Master, to grant 
a Provincial Grand Lodge to Memorialists on any other terms than those 
usually granted, and with the prescribed powers granted to other Provincial 
Grand Lodges. 

But I am directed to assure the Brethren in Canada West, &c., that the 
Grand Lodge deeply regret that any incotiivenience has arisen by the irregu- 
larity of the correspondence with the Brethren from the Grand Secretary's 
office, and to state that arrangements have now been made that such irregu- 
larities for the future shall not occur. The sudden death of our Brother, 
George Rankin, Deputy Assistant Grand Secretary, in September, placed the 
affairs of the office in some little confusion. The Committee appointed to 
regulate the office have concluded their sittings, and their suggestions are now 
acted upon, and I am sure will give every possible satisfaction to the Order 
generally. The Grand Lodge at its last meeting appointed Bro. Lucius H. 
Deering. Deputy Assistant Secretary, in room of our lamented Brother G. 
Rankin. 

" I am. dear Sir and Brother, yours fraternally, 

S. Fowler. D.G.S. 

Bro. R. C. McMullen, 

Secretary to Convention, 

Masonic Hall, Toronto, Canada West. ' 

This letter was apparently written in a kindly spirit, a contrast 
to other correspondence of a later period from sovereign bodies in 
Britain. The letter was discussed, and it was determined to postpone 
future action until the next regular meeting. In the meantime it had 
been resolved by the W. M/s of the Irish lodges to hold a conven- 
tion at Hamilton on the 14th May, 1855. On the loth May the sub- 
iect again came before King Solomon's lodge, when it was proposed 
by r>ro. E. R. O'Brien, seconded by W. Bro. T. Paul, 
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" That the delegates of this lodge be instructed to advocate at the meeting 
in Hamilton on the 14th inst. a united action with the Knglish Lodges of 
Canada West, for the purpose of petitioning the Grand Lodges of Kngland, 
Ireland and Scotland to grant a united separate Grand Lodge for the Province." 

This Convention assembled at Hamilton on the 14th May, 1855, 
and appointed a delegation, consisting of V. W. Bro. Thomas B. 
Harris, W. Bros. James Daniell, George L. Allen and R. C. McMttl- 
len, to attend the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, to be held 
at Niagara Falls, on the 19th July, to urge the propriety of united 
action in the erection of an independent Grand Lodge. 

An official circular of the work of the meeting at HamiJton was 
sent to all the Canadian lodges and to the leading members of the 
Craft in both Canada West and Kast. The minutes read: 

At a meeting held at the Masonic Hall, Hamilton, on Thursday, the 
fourteenth day of May, 5855, for the purpose of forming a Canadian Grand 
Lodge. 

1. It was moved, seconded and resolved. 

That all the lodges in Western Canada be requested to send Delegates to 
meet the Provincial Grand Lodge at the Clifton House/' Niagara Falls, on 
Thursday, the nineteenth day of July next, when a Committee will be prepared 
to give every information on the subject. 

2. It was moved, seconded and resolved. 

That after the said meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge the delegates 
will assemble at the Masonic Hall, Hamilton, on the second Monday in 
August, next, to confirm their proceedings, and to proceed with the forma- 
tion of ** The Canadian Grand Lodge," the Election of Officers and such other 
matters as may be deemed necessary. 

Worshipful Sir & Brother: 

As above we send you the two resolutions for the consideration of your 
Lodge, with the view that you will appoint Delegates, so that your Lodge 
may be fully represented. 

Yours fraternally, 

John W. Baine. Secretary. 

Thos. B. Harris, Presiding, 

Hamilton, June 7th, 5855, 

The Convention asked the aid of the Provincial Grand Master 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Kngland in Canada, R. W. Bro. 
Sir A. N. MacNab, w^ho, although he had sanctioned a proposal to 
divide Upper Canada into two divisions, ruled that he could not be 
a party to such a move as that proposed by the Convention. 

On the T2th July, 1855, in King Solomon's lodge, W. Bro. G. 
L. Allen and Bro. Kivas Tully were appointed the delegates on behalf 
of that lodge to be present at the meeting of the Provincial (^jrand 
Lodge at Niagara Falls, on the 19th July, 1855. 

This brings the record down, as far as the Irish lodges are con- 
cerned, to the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge under Eng- 
land at Niagara Falls, at which such action was taken as led to the 
secession of a large number of lodges and the formation of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. The separate history of each lodge, which pre- 
cedes this chapter, is an actual record of the work of the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland in LTpper Canada, and with the chapters which gave an 
account of the steps taken from 1853 to form an independent Grand 
Lodge, gives in comprehensive form the situation of Masonic govern- 
ment, as it was prior to 1855. 
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The following tabulated form shows the name, number, location, 
etc., of the Irish lodges, the information being verified from the books 
of the Grand Lodge at Dublin. It is sent to the writer with the com- 
pliments 6f Bro. A. St. George, D. G. Sec./' of the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, Freemasons' Hall, Molesworth St., Dublin, April 13, 1896. 
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CHAPTER CVI. 

The History of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 1855. — The Sur- 
roundings OF THE Craft and its Organ ezation at that 
Time. — The First Move for Independence. 

Seven years after the reorganization of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge under the leadership of R. W. Bros. Sir Allan MacNab and 
Thos. Gibbs Ridout, the membership of that body felt that in the 
near future an independent and sovereign jurisdiction must exist in 
Upper Canada, if the operations of the Craft were to be conducted 
successfully and in a manner conducive to the interests concerned. 

In the summer of 1852 the proposal was discussed by leading 
members of the Craft. The seeds sown ripened in October of 1852, 
when with due regard for the mother Grand Lodge of Kngland, as the 
parent of the Craft life in Canada, a resolution was unanimously 
passed to the effect that the welfare of Masonry in the province de- 
manded, as an absolute necessity, the establishment of an independent 
Grand Lodge, with exclusive control of the Craft in Upper Canada, 
and that the funds contributed to its support be retained by the pro- 
posed body to meet the requirements of Masonry in the province. 

This resolution was forwarded to England, but no acknowledg- 
ment was made of the communication. Nothing daunted by the ap- 
parent lack of courtesy, which at this time was rather the rule than 
the exception with the English authorities, the Provincial Grand 
Lodge again addressed the Grand Lodge of England by petition. 
In this document it recited the history of the Craft from the first estab- 
lishment of a Grand Lodge in 1792 at Niagara, pointing out that the 
advancement of Masonry had not kept pace with the material pro- 
gress of Canada, that the Canadian Craft funds were kept at a low ebb 
by the constant demands of indigent brethren from Great Britain and 
Ireland, and asking that the fees collected might be retained in Can- 
ada. Further, that the Canadian lodges might elect their own Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, and that if the influence of the Grand Lodge 
of England was exerted it might induce the Grand Lodges of Ireland 
and Scotland not to issue any more warrants in Canada, and then the 
entire Craft in the province would be united in one body. 

These petitions and appeals failed to elicit a response from the 
Grand Lodge of England. Nevertheless, the members of the Pro- 
vincial body did not falter in their effort nor grow disheartened. 
Further resolutions were passed at subsequent meetings, and the 
Grand Secretary was directed to apply to the Grand Secretary of Eng- 
land, and if unsuccessful, to the Grand Registrar of that body, for 
a reply to the communications sent in 1852-3. This attempt was also 
unsuccessful. The result was officially announced at the meeting of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge held at Niagara Falls on the 19th July, 

1855- 

The neglect of the English authorities to communicate with the 
Canadian Masons produced among the latter a feeling which did not 
tend to strengthen the good-will which should exist in fraternal in- 
stitutions. The interests of the Craft were suffering to such an ex- 
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tent that many of the leading minds of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
determined to place matters in such a position that the Grand Lodge 
of Kngland would be compelled to make its views known either by 
granting or resisting the concessions demanded. 

It was deemed opportune to make the first move at the meet- 
ing of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, on the Hnglish 
register, at Niagara Falls. Carefully prepared resolutions were drafted 
and proposed, but these were ruled out of order by the Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand blaster, who refused to submit them to the meeting, 
peremptorily adjourning the Provincial Grand Lodge until the next 
day. It is needless to state that these proposed resolutions did not 
appear in the minutes. 

This action, it may be well imagined, did not improve the har- 
mony of the occasion. The refusal of the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Alaster, even were he the appointee of England, to place before the 
Grand Lodge the resolutions proposed was not only considered as 
uncalled for but also as autocratic, and created such a feeling of re- 
sentment that, after the adjournment of the body, a large meeting of 
the members, which included several Provincial Grand officers, as- 
sembled, at which were considered, discussed and debated with vigor 
the unsatisfactory position and prospects of the Craft. It was felt 
that no redress could be secured through the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
and that the Provincial and Deputy Provincial Grand Master would 
remain loyal to the mother Grand Lodge. After due consideration a 
resolution was passed vmanimously calling a meeting ot delegates from 
all the Canadian lodges to meet at Hamilton on the loth of October, 
1855, for the purpose of considering the advisability of establishing a 
Grand Lodge of Canada — an independent governing bodv, the peer of 
all sovereign bodies in existence. This was in brief the preliminary 
action which led to the celebrated Convention, productive of such good 
results for Canadian IMasonry. 

Whatever attempts had been made in the past towards the forma- 
tion of an independent governing body for the Craft in Canada, were 
clouded by the fact that there was lacking in the movement an essen- 
tial element for success, in that those who led did not possess that 
personal magnetism which would surround the effort with a follow- 
ing, whose names, if not presence, would be a tower of strength in so 
important an undertaking. Each of the Provincial Grand Lodges 
which had controlled the jvirisdiction of Upper Canada commenced 
their respective careers under auspices the most favorable, but the 
want of executive officers, who had within them the elements of ambi- 
tion and a personal love for the Craft, wrecked every hope and 
shattered the design which a partially indifferent membership had 
laid out on its tracing board for the weal of the fraternity. 

The first Grand Lodge of 1792 might, with prudence, have begun 
and carried on a career of usefulness which would only have ended 
when merged in a sovereign body, but indifference, neglect and a 
nerveless hand at the wheel practically threw the lodges on the rocks, 
and it was every lodge for itself,'' for the provincial" governing body 
apparently had no concern in the life or existence of the subordinate 
bodies. The inanition which finally emasculated the first Provincial 
Grand Lodge left the Craft ready for a gavel, which could not only 
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command respect, but re-unite and control the elements that were left 
intact in the organization inaugurated by R. W. Bro. William Jarvis 
when he planted his warrant in Niagara in 1795, so that the brethren 
w^ho tmited in Masonic communion in the Grand Convention at Kings- 
ton w^ere pursuing proper precepts and the true instincts of brethren 
when they met and determined to re-organize the Craft. 

The best laid schemes ofttimes go awry. The members of the 
convention planned a course of action that should have won the hearty 
support of the powers in the motherland, but whatever indifference 
characterized the acts of the first ruler of the Craft in Upper Canada, 
foimd its prototype in stronger form in the powers which governed 
the Athol Grand Lodge at London. Courtesy costs but little, and 
civility, even in the lowest grades of life may be recognized, if not 
thoroughl3- identified, but in the case of the founders of the Masonic 
Convention at Kingston, 18 17- 1822, these attempts to secure a hear- 
ing even or recognition at the hands of the mother Grand Lodge were 
most unsatisfactory. 

Enthusiasm may not be a commodity that can be measured with 
the same accuracy as the atmosphere, and yet the modern man in his 
normal condition is susceptible to inspiration. In the case of the 
Canadian appeals to England from 18 17 to the hearts of those 

who had in their keeping the welfare of the Craft in the old land were 
so slow to respond to the cry of their brethren in Upper Canada that 
it is a matter of surprise that the bond of affection which held the 
pioneer Masons of the colony was not snapped in twain by the icy 
and repellant action of the mother Grand Lodge of England. The 
Kingston Convention, however, w^as a means to an end, and the only 
regret is that its action did not take the decided form of a complete 
independence, such action would have saved the heartburnings of 
later years for the seeds of discontent were unwittingly sown in those 
days when the Craft, with but little tuition, was ready to handle the 
gavel of sovereign power. But it was not to be, and the clouds which 
overcast the jurisdiction when the rival and schismatic Grand Lodge 
at Niagara was inaugurated never disappeared until the members of 
the Kingston Convention placed themselves on record as willing to 
do all and everything to place the Craft on a solid foundation. 
Then dawned the days of 1822, and with them the arrival of R, 
W. Bro. Simon TvIcGillivray. His actions were notably just; his 
decisions wise, and his intentions for the future of the Craft so well 
defined that no one could with reason complain. His keen sense of 
right commands even the regard for those who hesitated to accept 
him as a Masonic monitor, and his determination to draw to a com- 
mon and fraternal centre all the parts of Masonic work, which were 
wandering around the Masonic circle with no aim in view, no desire 
to serve, was a step which for a time stayed the hand of those who 
would have wrecked beyond compare the Craft ship in order to suit 
their own ends. 

R. W. Bro. McGillivray's Provincial Grand Lodge, as we have 
read, had a useful but short existence. Seven years is not long in the 
lifetime of an organization, and the body formed in 1822 was in a 
dormant condition before 1830. True, the Morgan excitement of 
1827-28-29 did not tend to strengthen Masonry in the regard of the 
outer world. While American lodges suffered, those in Canada were 
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not materially aflfectecl, and the records preserved show that the work 
was fairly continuous. The subordinate lodges were not so much at 
. fault as the provincial body. The hearts of those who after 1822 
kept up the interest in the Provincial Grand Lodge apparently 
weakened after 18^7, and after 1830, the foundation for Craft 
work laid in 1822 by W. Bro. McGilUvray crumbled away and be- 
came too fragile to support any superstructure. 

The attempt to revive the work in 1835 failed through the abso- 
lute indifference of the leaders of the lodges, which were then work- 
ing, while the effort in 1842 to place the governing body on a sub- 
stantial basis was defeated by the selfishness of brethren who, not will- 
ing to make a move themselves, were only too eager to annihilate 
any effort in which they were not concerned. 

The successful movement of 1845 was due in part to the fact that 
those who had heretofore clogged the wheels of advancement saw 
that reorganization would come from some quarter. The knowledge 
that the Kingston brethren, and, indeed, those of the midland districts, 
were retrimming the beacon lights, which for half a century had illu- 
mined the sky in the central portion of the jurisdiction, was significant 
enough to indicate future permanency and prosperity. It was this 
knowledge which incited the reorganizers of the Craft in York, by 
concerted action, to assume authority and take up control, which they 
claimed they had lawfully inherited from the days when R, W. Bro. 
Simon McGillivray presided in the Kast of the primitive Masonic Hall 
in Market lane in York. 

We know the history of the Provincial Grand Lodge under Sir 
Allan N. MacNab, and willingly accord it a place as a business-like 
organization, controlled b}^ earnest men intent upon the work, 
but without an ambition beyond the powers of a Provincial Grand 
Lodge. 

Eager for peace at any price the provincial body in Upper Can- 
ada was not affected by the mvtrmurings of discontent which found 
an outlet in the early fifties. The leaders did not apparently see that 
Craft opinion in their jurisdiction was being moulded by members 
of foreign bodies not under the obedience of England, none of whom 
would consent to come under anv subordinate governing body. 

The lodges warranted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in Canada 
had raised the signal which meant a new existence for the Craft in 
Upper Canada. True, the flag fluttered in the breeze only for a short 
time and was then lowered, not that the watchers feared that the 
storm might wrench it from its fastenings, but because they as guard- 
ians of the signal saw that their strength would not stand the strain 
of a prolonged vigil. For this reason the Irish lodges in Upper Can- 
ada rested in their efforts. They knew that it would not be a long 
interim before new strength would be infused into their cause, and 
that when the flag went up again it would float forever. 

Their longings were satisfied and their desires accomplished when 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of England in Upper Canada, with a lack 
of foresight which seems incredible, rejected the appeals made by 
its membership for a separate and sovereign Masonic obedience for 
the lodges of Upper Canada, and allowed thirty of its adherents, the 
representatives of as good lodges as ever assembled, to pass its portals 
never to return. 
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In brief, the Irish lodges were anxious for a governing head. 
They saw that the period of vassalage for the Canadian Craft had 
passed. They knew that the mother bodies across the sea held the 
colonial lodges not as factors in the fraternal circle, but as contri 11- 
tors to great charities, which, noble and beneficial in the mother land, 
were without any benefit thousands of miles away from Britain's 
strand. 

The rejection of the efforts of those who desired an independent 
Masonic existence at the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada AVest, under Sir Allan MacNab, culminated in an iniproiiiptu 
gathering of Masons held on the 19th day of July, 1855, at the Clifton 
House, Niagara Falls, when the entire situation was discussed and 
reviewed, the result being that a resolution was passed to* the ef¥ect: 

That a Convention of delegates be held at Hamilton, on the 2nd Wednes- 
day in October next, for the purpose of considering the expediency of estab- 
lishing an Independent Grand Lodge of Canada, and to proceed with such 
matters as may be deemed most desirable for the benefit of Masonry in this 
Province." 

This resolution was amplified by a second resolve to the effect: 

That the Secretary be instructed to address a communication, embody- 
ing the foregoing resolution, to every lodge in the Province, inviting and 
urging them to be properly represented at that Convention/' 

From July until October the promoters and organizers of the 
proposed change were not idle. They knew that the struggle would 
be one attended with many trials; that only by taking all the lodges 
into their confidence, by placing the situation before them in an un- 
biased and impartial manner; by reasoning out every point in dis- 
pute, and justifying every move that had been made, and inviting 
criticism in every feature of the proposed change, could they com- 
mand the confidence of those who were expected to range themselves 
under the new banner. 

Accordingly, the autumn of 1855 — to be historically correct, the 
loth day of October in that year — saw the representatives of forty-one 
lodges assembled in the Masonic Hall in the city of Hamilton. This 
hall was on the west side of the Court House square, on the south- 
west corner of Hughson and Main streets, a building owned by Mr. 
Beasley, and occupied for many years as a printing office. 

Of these forty-one lodges there were from the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West the lodges at Brockville, Niagara, Grimsby, 
Simcoe, Hamilton (4), St. Catharines, Dunnville, Whitby, London 
(2), Woodstock, Windsor, Drummondville, Hawkesbury, Ingersoll, 
Cayuga, St. Thomas, Brantford, Vaughan, Stratford, Binbrook, 
Brighton, Toronto, Picton, Amherstburgh, tw^enty-eight in^ all, four 
of which were from Hamilton and four, viz., King Solomon's, of To- 
ronto; St. John's, of London; Hawkesbury, of Hawkesbury; St. 
John's, of Cayuga, were lodges warranted under the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, while from Lower Canada there were the lodges at 
Clarenceville, St. Andrew's, Stanstead, Montreal (4), St. John's, Dun- 
ham, Waterloo, Lacolle, Quebec (2). It is also notable that of the 
forty-one lodges those from Niap-ara and Hamilton (Barton) were the 
only lodges which could claim the antiquity of the Provincial Grand 
46a 
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Lodge of R. W. Bro. William Jarvis ( 1792- 182 >), and one, the King 
Hiram, of Ingersoll, the only lodge of the contemporary regime of 
R, W. Bro Robert Kerr in the schismatic Grand Lodge of Niagara 
(1802-3:2). 

There is no list on record giving the names of all who were pre- 
sent at the Convention, but one is here furnished that will at least give 
the lodges and localities represented by those whose names we have. 
It is understood that many of the lodges were represented by proxy 
and that some of the brethren, therefore, represented more than one 
lodge. The following list is as complete as it can be made: 

Sussex lodge, U. C, W. Bro. W. B. Simpson, P. M. 
Niagara lodge, Niagara, U. C. 

Union lodge, Grimsby, U. C, Bro. Rev. Dr. Lundy, P. M. 

Norfolk lodge, Simcoe, U. C, W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, P. M. 

Nelson lodge, Clarenceville, L. C. 

St. Andrew's lodge, St. Andrew's, L. C. 

Golden Rule lodge, Stanstead, L. C. 

St. George's lodge, Alontreal, L. C., W. Bro. A, Bernard, P. ^1. 
Zetland lodge, Alontrt?al, L, C, VV. Bro. J. H. Isaascon, W. M. 
Barton lodge, Hamilton, U. C., W. Bro. C. Magill, P. M., Bro. 
J o 1 1 n A I o r r i s o n . 

Dorchester lodge, St. John's, L. C. 

Prevost lodge, Dtmham, L. C., W. Bro, David Brown, P. M. 
(Proxy). 

St. George's lodge, St. Catharines, \J. C, * 

Strict Observance lodge, Hamilton, U. C., \V. Bro. John Os- 
borne, \Y. M., W. Bro. William Bellhouse, P. M. 
Amity lodge, Ounnville, U. C. 
Composite lodge, \\ hitby, U. C. 
St. George's lodge, London, U. C. 
King Solomon's lodge, \\^oodstock, 1^. C. 
St. Lawrence lodge, Alontreal, L. C. 
Great Western lodge, Windsor, C C. 

Acacia lodge, Flamilton, U. C, W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, W. M., 
Bro. Thomas l>nggan, S. W., Bro. Thomas B. llarris, J. W. 
Sheffield lodge, Waterloo, L, C. 
Hoyle lodge, LacoUe, L. C. 

St. John's lodge, Hamilt<^n, U. C, Bro. W. T. Thomas, J. W. 
Independent lodge, Quebec, L. C. 

Lodge of Social and xVlilitary X'irtues, Montreal, L. C. 
Plawkesbury lodge, Hawkesbury, U. C. 

St. John's lodge, London, U. C, W. Bro. Tames Daniell, P. M.. 
Bro. A. S. Abbott, S. W. 

King Fliram lodge, IngersoU, U. C. 
St. John's lodge, Cayuga, U, C. 
St. Thomas lodge, St. Thomas, L. C. 
Brant lodge, Brantford, U. C. 
Vaughan lodge, Vaughan, U. C. 
Wellington lodge, Stratford, U. C. 

Harmony lodge, Binbrook, U. C, W. Bro. Jeremiah Taylor, 
W. M. 

Brighton lodge, Brighton, IT. C. 
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St. Andrew's lodg-e, Quebec, L. C. 

King- Solomon's lodge, Toronto, U. C, W. Bro. Georsje L. 
Allen, P. M. 

Prince Edward, lodge, Picton, L. C. 
Thistle lodge, Amherstburg*, U. C. 

The blades of g:rass grow green over the resting-places of all 
save one of that faithful band who met in this Convention. R. W. 
Bro. Charles Magill is still to the fore, and even in his closing days,- 
as these lines are written, his face beams with pleasure when one re- 
calls to him that autumn afternoon, when he was called upon to 
inaugurate the proceedings of the Convention, and requested to take 
the chair. The now veneral>le brother had occupied a prominent 
position in the Provincial Grand Lodee, and had been honored with 
the rank of Provincial Grand Jtmior Warden, an office which he had 
filled with dignit\' and respect. 

V. W. Bro. Thomas Bird Harris, of Plamilton, was requested to 
act as secretary of the Convention, and praxer having been offered 
by the Rev. Dr. Lundy, a committee, appointed to consider rules and 
regulations for the government of the Convention, reported in favor 
of those contained in the book of Constitution of the Grand Lodge 
of Kngland, and these were adopted without change. It was decided 
that each lodge represented should be entitled to three votes, after 
which a committee, consisting of Bros. Thomas B. Harris, D. Brown, 
D. Curtis, W. M. Wilson, A. Bernard, Dr. Lundy, W. C. Stephens, G. 
Railton, W. B. Simpson, Richard Bull and John Osborne was ap- 
pointed to prepare a series of resolutions embodying the views of the 
convention. 

The subject matter of those resolutions had been thoroughly dis- 
cussed before, and the plan of action laid down with such infinite care 
that no step could be taken without the closest consideration. 

The afternoon session adjourned about six o'clock and the com- 
mittee was directed to report as soon as possible after the opening 
of the evening session. Promptly at 7.30 o'clock Bro. Magill called 
the meeting to order, and resolutions were submitted for adoption. 
They were succinct, yet courteous, and conveyed their meaning in 
terms that could not fail to be understood by those who viewed with 
feelings of alarm the secession of strength, which might eventually 
weaken materially the influence of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West under the obedience of England. 

The resolution which placed Canadian Masons tmder a sovereign 
body was prefaced by a preamble which briefly recited the grounds 
for action, viz: the diversity of interest caused by the occupation of 
territory by the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland; 
the objections to Canadian Freemasons being made contributors to 
the charity funds of England, from which they received no benefit, 
and which created a constant drain on the funds of the Canadian Craft; 
the inconvenience caused by delay of months and even years in receiv- 
ing warrants and certificates, though asked and paid for; the fact that 
moneys sent from Canada were unacknowledged for years by Eng- 
land; that the communication of Canadians were treated with silent 
contempt by England; that the Provincial Grand Masters were merely 
nominees of England, irresponsible to Canadians, and that under the 
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present system the Provincial Grand Lodges were practically inde- 
pendent of the Canadian Craft, and that these bodies had not the 
respect or attention of the mother Grand Lodge. r „ ^ 

This was in brief the preamble, and. as will be seen by a full read- 
ing- of the text, it emphasized the position of the Craft to such an ex- 
tent that it was not to be wondered that the resolutions followmg these 
primary explanations were definite and pointed, embracmg m a few 
lines an intention that could not be misunderstood when it was resolved 
•* to form a Grand Lodge of Canada." The resolution with its pre- 
amble was framed after consultation with all the leaders, and, as will 
be seen, secured a support which assured the promoters that their 
efforts would be crowned with success. 

V. W. Bro. Magill read the resolutions as reported by the Com- 
mittee as follows: 

" Whereas, the existence o£ Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons in this 
Province, hailing from three several Grand Lodges, is a system productive of 
much evil to the Craft, creating a diversity of interests and allegiance — an 
absence of harmony in action and working, perpetuating local and national 
feelings, and thus estranging the affections of brethren, whose Order knows 
no country and is confined to no race; and 

Whereas, the Benevolent Funds of Canadian Freemasons, small as 
they are, are considerably taxed to relieve needy brethren from Europe, while 
our resources are doubly drawn upon by contributions to the Grand Lodges 
of Enp:land and Ireland, and to the Provincial Grand Lodges of Canada, tlius 
creating a constant drain upon those funds, from which but little return can 
ever be expected; and 

" Whereas, the distance between Canada and the Grand Lodges of Eng- 
land, Ireland and Scotland presents a very serious difficulty in regard to the 
necessary correspondence, as well as the prompt receipt of Warrants and Cer- 
tificates, which have been delayed for months, and in some cases for years, 
greatly to the inconvenience of the fraternity in Canada; and 

Whereas, important communications, and even remittances of mone>, 
have been suffered to lie for years in the Grand Secretary's office in England, 
without the least acknowledgment of their having been received in due course, 
brethren being compelled to leave the Province before they could receive from 
England the certificates for which they had long previously paid; and, 

'* Whereas, the communications of the Provincial Grand Lodges of Canada 
to the Grand Lodge of England — though respectfully and masonically ex- 
pressed, especially when in the form of petitions or remonstrances, have been 
treated with silent contempt, their very receipt remaining unacknowledged; 
and 

Whereas, the Provincial Grand Masters of Canada and their Deputies 
are not appointed by, and are entirely irresponsible to, the Freemasons of Can- 
ada, being the mere nominees of the Grand Lodges of Great Britain, the mem- 
bers of which can know but little of the state of the Craft, or the masonic posi- 
tion of individuals in this Province; and 

" Whereas, while the Provincial Grand Lodges are thus rendered irre- 
sponsible to and independent of the Craft in Canada, experience has shown 
that they are unable to secure from the parent Grand Lodges that attention 
and respect which are due their position; 

''Therefore be it resolved: 

" That in order to apply a remedy to the evils — to form perfect fraternal 
union and harmony, establish order, ensure tranquillity, provide for and pro- 
mote the general welfare of the Craft, and secure to the fraternity of Canada 
all the blessings of Masonic privileges — it is expedient, right and our bounden 
duty, to form a Grand Lodge of Canada." 
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" The resolution having been read an amendment was pioposed, 
not with a view of defeating the proposals, but that due notice might 
be given to the niotlier Grand Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland, of 
the proposed action. The amendment asked that the following words 
be added to the resolution: 

And that the same be now 'org^anized, but that the working thereof be 
held in abeyance, until the action of the Grand Lodges of Kngland, Scotland 
and Ireland be made known on the subject/^ 

This amendment was also discussed at length, but did not find 
favor. The brethren were determined that the day for courtesy to 
the mother Grand Lodges had gone by and promptly negatived the 
amendment by a vote of 38 lodges to 3, after which the original mo- 
tion was carried, one brother, R. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, dissenting, 
net that he was opposed to the resolution, for individually he heartily 
concurred in it, hut he felt that as the representative of King Solo- 
mon's lodge, Toronto, he could not act in the absence of instructions 
from his lodge. 

The declaration that it was expedient to form a Grand Lodge 
was followed by a substantive resolution, moved bv Bro. Geo. G. L. 
Allen of King Solomon's lodge, Toronto, seconded by W. Bro. Wil- 
liam Bellhouse of Strict Observatice lodge, Hamilton, and unani- 
mously adopted, to the effect: 

** That we, the representatives of regularly warranted U-odges here in Con- 
vention assembled, resolve: 

" That the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Can- 
ada be and is hereby formed upon the ancient charges and constitutions of 
Masonry/* 

The passage of this resolution led to a general discussion as to 
the preparation of a constitution for the newly formed Grand Lodge, 
after which it was unanimously resolved: 

" That a Committee be appointed, consisting of W. Bros. W. M. Wilson, 
W. C- Stephens. R. BuH, Dr. Lundy, A. Bernard, T. B. Harris, and Dr. Dug- 
gan — with power to add to their number — to prepare rules and regulations for 
the government of the Grand Lodge of Canada." 

The session of the Convention was one of unflag-g^ing- interest. 
The delegates knew well that the fierce light of criticism would be 
thrown on every act, and that they had not only to win to their cause 
lodges from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada, but to state a 
case, which would have the endorsement of other jurisdictions on 
this continent. 

At TO.30 a.m. on Thursda3^ the iith October, the Convention 
again met, and the committee appointed to prepare rules and regula- 
tions presented a report, which, on being read, it was moved by W. 
Bro. A. S. Abbott, of London, seconded by Bro. Jeremiah Taylor, of 
Binbrook, and resolved: 

" That the draft of constitutions, now read by the Secretary, be and is 
hereby adopted as the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Canada.'' 

And on motion of Bro. Abbott, seconded by Bro. J. B. Butler, 
the convention proceeded to elect officers to hold office until the second 
Wednesday in July, 1856. 

The tabulated list gives the roll of officers for each year, so that 
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it is unnecessary to repeat the names with the histor}^ of the proceed- 
ings of each year. It is worthy of special record that the brother 
who had taken so active an interest in Craft work should be accorded 
the honor of being the first Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 



Grakd Lodgh of Canada, 1855. 

M. \V. Bro. Wm. Mkrckr Wilson, Grand Mastkr; R, VV. Bro. A. 
Bernard, Deputy Grand Master, and R. W. Bro. Rtch- 
ARD Bull, Grand Senior Warden. 

Canada. The applause which welcomed the declaration that M. W. 
Bro. William Mercer Wilson had been so elected was ample evidence 
of his status with the brethren who had chosen him. R. W. Bro. A. 
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Bernard was selected as his Deputy, while R. W. Bros. W. C. Ste- 
phens, W. B. Simpson and W. Eaden were the District Deputy Grand 
Masters of the first districts of the newly-formed Grand Lod2:e, re- 
spectively, the Western, the Central and the Eastern. 

In order that the faith of the lodges of the jurisdictions micrht 
he fully tested, it was resolved: 

That every lodg:e concurring in the formation of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada shall have authority granted them tor the purpose of continuing their 
work, and that some reasonable time be mentioned therein to enable them to 
make out the returns to the parent Grand Lodges; and should they fail to 
fulfil this engagement, then all protection from the Grand Lodge of Canada 
will cease." 

While the draft constitution had been sanctioned, it was deemed 
advisable to have it amended and revised, so that all points might be 
covered, and a committee was so appointed, with another to assist in 
the preparation of foreig^n correspondence, purchase of the regalia and 
books for the use of Grand Lodge and the procuring- of a seal in lieu 
of the one then temporarily used. 

The thanks of Grand Lodge were tendered the Hamilton breth- 
ren for their exertions in the organization of the Grand Lodge and 
their hospitality to the brethren from a distance. It was resolved: 

That the Grand Secretary be instructed to request all Lodges under the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Canada to forward to him, at an early day, 
the number of their warrant and the date of their formation, duly authenti- 
cated." 

The Convention adjourned to meet on Friday morning, bvit it 
was late in the afternoon, 5.15 o'clock, when the brethren resumed 
their labors. W. Bro. Charles Magill had taken a timel}^ and active 

interest in the organization of the Grand Lodge, and he felt that his 
services should have been recognized by selection for an elective 
ofifice, the more particularly^ as he had occupied the position of Grand 
Junior Warden of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West under 
England. He, therefore, declined to accept the office of Grand Senior 
Oeacon, and in his place the Grand ]\Iaster-elect appointed W^. Bro. 
Geo. L. Allen, of King Solomon's lodge, Toronto, and W. Bro, Tho- 
mas Perkins, of Hamilton, as Grand Junior Deacon. 

Having elected officers, the next and most important step was 
that they should be duly installed, and, therefore, on motion of W. 
Bro. Richard Bull, seconded by \V. Bro. J. R. Holden, it was un- 
animously resolved, 

That the Grand IMaster-elect be requested to name three brethren of the 
Grand Lodge as a deputation to proceed, with as little delay as possible, to 
the residences of such Grand Masters or Past Grand Masters as may be most 
convenient, for the purpose of inviting them to this Grand Bodge, to install 
the M. W. Grand Master-elect." 

The Grand Master-elect appointed W. Bros. A. Bernard, W. C. 
Stephens and Thomas B. Harris as a deputation, and the Cotivention 
adjourned subject to the call of the Grand Master-elect. 

The lodges were rejiresented by their duly qualified officers, the 
localities being* as follows : 
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Name of 


Brockville 

Niagara 

Union 

Norfolk 

Barton 

St. George's 

Strict Observance 

Amity 

Composite . . . 

St. George 

King Solomon. ......... 

Great Western 

Acacia 

St. John's 

Brighton 

Wellington 

King Hiram 

St. Thomas 

Brant 

Vau^^han ., 

Wellington 

Harmony 

Prince Edward 

Thistle 

Nelson 

St. Andrew's 

Golden Rule 

St. George 

Zetland , . . 

Dorchester . 

Prevost 

St. Lawrence 

Shefford 

Hoyle 

1 ndependent 

Soci-^l and Military Virtues 

St. Andrew's . . , 

Hawkesbury 

St. ]ohn*s 

St. John's 

King Solomon's . , . 


A commnnication had been addressed by the committee of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada to M. W, Bro. Randall, a Past Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of New York, asking him to instal the Grand 
officers of the newly-fornied Grand Lodge. M. W. Bro. Randall had 
asked the advice of the Grand Master, M. W. Bro. Joseph D. Kvans, 
and that brother, in communicating his views to the Deputy Grand 
Master. R, W. Bro. W. E. Evans, of Bufifalo, said that it would be 
improper for M. W. Bro. Randall to do so, as the subject involved 
too grave and important a principle for the Grand Lodge of New 
York to liastily consider and determine." 

Bro. Evans, who was very friendly towards the Grand Lodge ot 
Canada, communicated what he had done in this matter to the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, and by that body was thanked 
for his non-participation in the installation ceremonies. 

The fact that the Grand Master of New York had declined to 
allow one of his officers to perform the ceremony of installation did 
not interfere to any extent with the advent of the new organization. 
BttfFalo was in one way more convenient than any other point, and, 
possibly, that is one of the reasons why the cornmittee sought as- 
sistance from the Grand Lodge of New^York. However, the com- 


DGE. 


Location. 


Brockville ... 

Niagara , 

Grimsby .... 

Simcoe 

Hamilton . . . . , 

St. Catharines 

Hamilton 

Ounnvtlle , 

W^hitby 

London 

Woodstock . . . 

W^ind^-or 

Hamilton . . . . . 

Hamilton 

Brighton ...... 

Dunnville. . . . . 

I ngersoU 

St. Thomas.. . . 

Brantford 

Vaughan 

Straiford 

Bin brook 

Picion ..... , . 

Amherstburg . . 
ClarenceviUe. . . 
St. Andrews . . . 
Stanstead.. . . . . 

Montreal ..... 

Montreal . . . 
St. John's.. . . . . 

Dunham ...... 

Montreal 

Waterloo . . . . . 
Lacolle, ...... 

Quebec. 

Montreal . . . . . 

Quebec 

Hawkesbury . . 
London ...... 

Cayuga 

Toronto 


Jurisdiction, 


Canada West. 
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mittee had not long to wait before securing an installing officer. They 
proceeded to Detroit and found in the Grand Master of Michigan a 
brother ready and willing to perform tbe required ceremonial of in- 
stallation. 

The Convention was again summoned to meet on Friday, the 
2nd November, at the Masonic Hall, south-west corner of Hughson 
and Main streets in Hamilton at 6 p.m. All the Grand officers-elect 
were present and a large number of visitors. The meeting was called 
to order by the Grand Master-elect, and the deputation, appointed to 
proceed to the residences of such Grand Masters as might be deemed 


expedient, to invite one or more to assist at the installation of the 
Grand Master of Canada, reported: 

" That they had proceeded to Detroit, and secured the services of the 
M. W. the Honorable H. T. Backus, Past Grand Master of the M. W. Grand 
Lodge of the State of Michigan, who was in attendance, and ready to proceed 
at once to the consecration, installation and investment of the Grand Officers 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada." 

The M, W- Bro. H. T. Backus was introduced and took his seat 
on the throne. 

The M. W. Grand Master and the Grand officers-elect of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada were then presented. 

The M, W. Past Grand Master, H. T. Backus, performed the cere- 
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monies of consecrating: the Grand Lod^e of Canada, and installed the 
Grand Master and invested and installed the Grand officers in due 
and ancient form. The Grand Marshal declared: 

That in the name and by the authority of the Ancient Constitutions of 
Masonry, and the proceedings of a Convention convened pursuant to the same. 

I proclaiin this new Grand Lodge, by the name of ' The Most Worshipful, 
the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada/ duly 
constituted/' 

On motion of the R. W. Grand Senior Warden, seconded by 
R. W, Grand Junior Warden, it was unanimously resolved: 

That the thanks of this Grand I^odge are due and hereby tendered to 
the M. W. Bro. the Honorable H. T. Backus, for his fraternal kindness in 
consecrating this Grand Lodge, and instalhng the Grand Master of the Grand 
I^odge of Canada, and the impressive manner in which that important cere- 
mony was performed. 

The M. W. Grand Master* then closed the Grand Lodge in AMPLE 
FORM with solemn prayer. 

The following address and statement to all jurisdictions was 
drafted and sent out after the adjournment of Grand Lodge: 

ADDRESS 

Of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons ot Canada. 

To the Most Worshipful, the Grantl Master, the Riglit Worshipful the 
Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Officers and Brethren of the United 
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England: 

W^e, the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master. Officers and Brethren of 
the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted iVIasons of Canada, with 
sincere respect and fraternal regard, 

'* Send Greeting: 

The Freemasons of Canada, to the nuniher of forty-one Lodges, having 
united in the estabHshment of a Grand Lodge of Canada (as you have doubt- 
less already have been infornied), we feel it our first duty to lay before you, 
as the parent to whom the majority of our members owe their ^Masonic ex- 
istence, a full explanation of the circumstances which dictated, and the course 
we pursued in taking a step, which, while it determines the rule of the Grand 
Lodge of England over us. as I^odges. we confidently believe will not sever, 
and we earnestly trust will not weaken that holy bond of brotherhood so long 
existing l>etween us, as Masons. 

In offering these explanations, we feel assured, by the purity of the 
motives by which we were actuated, and the justness of our cause, that we 
shall not ask from you in vain, that generous and truly Masonic consideration, 
which has ever distinguished the Grand Lodge of England. 

The absence in this Prov ince of that progress in our iSIasonic art which 
has Invariably attended the existence of duly constituted Lodges in every 
other country, has long been a source of unfeigned sorrow to all zealous 
Canadian Freetnasons, who observed with deep regret that the advancement 
of the Order was by no means commens'urate with the rapid improvement 
which marked every other brancli of the social and political economy of this 
noble Province. 

The principal influences which retarded the progress of Masonry in 
Canada cannot be better described ' than by the following extracts from a cir- 
cular on the subject, issued by the Lodge of Strict Observance, No. 883, E.R., 
of the city of Hamilton, in the month of September last 

Adverting to the alleged grievances suffered by the Craft it is there stated: 
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' The first and most important is the diversity of interests and the want 
of harmony in action and in working, resultin^^ from the growth in the Pro- 
vince of lodges haiHng- from the Grand Lodges of different countries, thus 
perpetuating the local and national feelings and prejudices, and conflicting 
interests, and consequent estrangement of affection, amongst the brethren of 
an Order that knows no coimtry and is confined to no race. 

* The second is the manifest injustice of lodges in this Province being 
required, out of their limited means, to contribute to the acciunulated fimds 
of the Grand Lodf^e of Kngland, in addition to having to supp nt a Provincial 
Grand Lodge, and especially as the great proportion of claims for Masonic 
ass'«^fance that are daily and hourly occurring in this Province, are made by 
brethren emigrating from the mother country, whilst instances of Masons 
leaving this for Kngland, in a position to require such relief, are rare. If they 
ever occur at all. The Grand Lodge of England thus doubly tax the frater- 
nity here b^'^ transferring to these shores numberless claimants for Masonic 
benevolence, at the same time that they are receiving from us a portion of 
our means of affording that assistance. 

The third is the inconvenience arising from the lengthened periods 
that must elapse, in consequence of the distance between us and the Grand 
Lodge of England, before w^e can receive replies to «>ur communications, 
sanction to our proceedings, Avarrants, certificates of membership, &c., even 
in cases of emergency, and instances have often occurred of brethren being 
deprived of the privileges of the Craft by leaving for foreign countries before the 
arrival of their certificates, for which, it must be borne in mind, they had paid 
previovisly to their initiation. This disadvantage is unavoidable even wei'e 
the correspondence and remittances of our lodges promptly acknowledged 
and complied with, but which, unliappily, is far from being the case, important 
communications having frequently remained without reply for months, and in 
souTc cases for years, greatly to the inconx^enience of the fraternity here, and 
notwithstanding that complaints of such neglect have been repeatedly re- 
presented to the Grand Lodge of England through the regular channel of 
communication, and also by resolutions of the Provincial Grand Lodge through 
the Grand Registrar of England, they have as yet received no attention nor 
redress, a neglect highly discourteous towards the Masons of Canada, and 
seriously injurious to the general interests of the Craft. 

' The last, but, in our estimation, by no means the least of the alleged 
grievances, is the appointment of our Provincial Grand Master^ by the Grand 
jNIaster of England, which virtually leaves the appointment in the hands of 
the Masons in England — who, at a distance of nearly 4,000 miles, may reason- 
ably be expected to be practically ignorant of the social position and require- 
ments of the Craft in Canada — and inasmuch as the Provincial Grand Officers 
are nominated by the Provincial Grand Master, the efficiency or inefficiency 
of the administration of our affairs depends entirely tipon the eligible or 
ineligible selection of a Provincial Grand Master made for us by the Grand 
Master of England — and this selection is made without reference to the opin- 
ions of the fraternity in Canada, as to the Masonic zeal or interest in the Craft, 
attainments and general qualifications of the nominee, although they would 
naturally be the best informed on the subject and most deeply interested in 
the result. 

' The Provincial Grand Lodge, thus constituted, is placed in the equivocal 
position of being irresponsible to and independent of the Craft in Canada, 
whilst experience has shown that body to be unable to secure from the Grand 
Lodge of England the attention and respect due to their position as a Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge.' 

The sentiments contained in the foregoing extracts were participated in 
by the whole of the Masonic fraternity, with scarcely an individual exception; 
nor were such feelings and convictions of recent formation, the necessity of 
forming a Canadian Grand Lodge having for many years occupied the serious 
consideration of the brethren; but hailing as they did from, different Grand 
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Lodges and distributed as they were over a Province extending in length 
1, 600 miles, and in breadth averaging over 220 miles, being three times as 
large as Great Britain and Ireland — the means of communication, too, being 
very imperfect — they had but few opportunities of meeting together and much 
time, therefore, elapsed before any action was taken in the matter. 

The first important step occurred at a meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Upper Canada, held in October. A.L. 585^. when, after expressing 
the highest respect and esteem for their parent Grand Lodge ot England, a 
resolution was unanimously passed, to the efifect that it is absolutely necessary 
for the welfare of Masonry in the Province, that an independent Grand Lodge 
should be established, having full power to control the working and operations 
of the Craft in this quarter of the globe, and that all funds accruing from the 
same should be retained by the said Grand Lodge, to meet the urgent necessi- 
ties of the Craft in the Province. 

In May, A.L. 5853, the same Grand Body (the Provincial Grand Lodge) 
adopted and forwarded a petition to the Grand Lodge of England, which, after 
briefly narrating the Masonic history of Western Canada, from the year 579^* 
and stating that the advancement of Masonry had been of a less cheering 
nature than the progress of Canada in population, intelligence and wealth, 
had warranted them in anticipating, and that their funds were drained by the 
constant demands from indigent brethren, emigrants from Great Britain and 
Ireland, until they were unable to carry out the great charitable objects of the 
institution, prayed that they mij^ht be allowed to retain all fees arising from 
the working of the Craft, and also that the various Lodges under their jurisdic- 
tion might be permitted to elect their own Provincial Grand Master, at the 
same time expressing the belief that if the prayer of their petition were granted, 
and the Grand Lodge of England would exert its influence to induce the other 
Grand Lodges of Great Britain not to issue any more warrants to Lodges in 
Canada, that ere long the whole Craft in the Province would be united in one 
harmonious body. 

These petitions and resolutions having elicited no reply from the Grand 
Lodge of England, resolutions were passed at subsequent meetings of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodi:^e, directing that application be made to the Grand Lodge 
of England, first through the Grand Secretary — the regular channel of com- 
munication — and afterwards through the Grand Registrar, respectfully calling 
attention to the petitions, and begging that they might be favored with 
consideration and some reply. These applications appear to have been alike 
unavailing in procuring from the Grand Lodge of England any consideration 
of the claims of the Masons of Canada, for at a meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge on the 19th July last, it was officially announced that no reply 
had been received fron\ the Grand I^odge of England to any of these com- 
munications. 

Finding that the interests of the Craft in the Province were suffering 
with increased severity from the cause of which they had complained — feeling 
deeply the imcourteous neglect the petitions and correspondence of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge had experienced from the Officers of the Grand Lodge 
of England — and believing the Provincial Grand Lodge to be incapable of 
obtaining from the Grand Lodge those concessions which the position of 
the Craft rendered indispensable — a very large majority of the members of 
the Provincial Grand Lodpce were desirous of calling a meeting of all the 
Canadian Lodges for the purpose of deciding on and adopting the correct 
constitutional course for securing that relief which the circumstances of their 
case demanded. 

Several resolutions having that object in view were proposed, but the 
Right Worshipful Deputy Provincial Grand Master (presiding) ruled them 
out of order, and refused to submit them to the meeting, adjourning the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge until the next day. 

''In consequence of the refusal of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master to 
take the opinion of the Lodge on any of the resolutions proposed, a numerous 
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meeting of members of the Provincial Grand Lodge, including several Provincial 
Grand Officers, was held after the adjournment of the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
and after considering the unsatisfactory position and prospects of the Craft, 
and despairing of ever obtaining redress of their grievances through the in- 
tervention of the Provincial Grand Lodge, a resolution was unanimously 
passed, calling a meeting of delegates from all Canadian Lodges to be held in 
the city of Hamilton, on the loth of October, to consider the expediency of 
establishing a Grand Lodge of Canada. 

In conformity with that resolution, and in pursuance of a summons 
issued to all the Lodges in Canada, the representatives of forty-one Lodges, 
hailing from the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland, assembled 
at the Masonic Hall in the city of Hamilton, on the loth of October, A.L. 
5855. 

Very Worshipful brother, the Rev. F. J. Lundy, D.C.L., Provincial 
Grand Chaplain of Upper Canada, and Worshipful Master of the Union Lodge, 
Grimsby, No. 494, E.R., was called upon to officiate as Chaplain during the 
session of the Convention. 

The Convention having been inaugurated by solemn prayer. 
Very Worshipful brother C. Magill, Past Junior Grand Warden of Upper 
Canada, and Worshipful Master of the Barton Lodge, Hamilton, No. 733, 
E.R., and Mayor of the city, was called upon to preside, and 

"Very Worshipful brother T. B. Harris, Past Master of St. John's Lodge, 
Plamilton, No. 231, I.R., was requested to act as secretary. 

*' On the recommendation of a committee appointed for the purpose, the 
ruies and regulations for conducting public business, contained in the book of 
constitution of the Grand Lodge of England were, mutatis mutandi, unanimously 
adopted for the government of the Convention. 

" The object for which the Convention was called was introduced with 
explanatory observations by the chairman, who invited the brethren present 
to express their views on the subject before the meeting freely and at length. 

The Convention was addressed by many of the brethren, and the several 
points of alleged grievances were very fully considered and discussed. 

" In the course of the debate it was urged that, however willing the Grand 
Lodge of England might be to concede all the points embraced in the peti- 
tions of the Provincial Grand Lodge, the serious inconvenience arising from 
the distance (near 4,000 miles) between Great Britain and this Province, could 
not thus be avoided, whilst the establishment of a Grand Lodge of Canada, in 
addition to remedying that inconvenience, Avould unite as one family the 
fraternity of the Province, identify the interests and assimilate the working ol 
the various lodges, at present belonging to three distinct jurisdictions, and 
establish harmony throughout the Craft. 

" It was further agreed that having a Grand Lodge in the Province would 
afford the lodges a convenience of communication, which would greatly facili- 
tate the business of the Craft; that the amount of dues that would be saved hy 
having but one Grand Lodge to support would materially increase their benevo- 
lent resources; and that a Grand Lodge with officers annually elective hy the 
Masons of Canada, would secure due attention to the interests of the fraternity 
and elevate Freemasonry in Canada to a position of prosperity, influence, and 
utility, under any other circumstances, far beyond it's capabilities. 

" It was also urged, that amongst the numerous and intelligent body of 
Masons in the Province, the requisite talent and devotion to the welfare of 
the Craft may at all times be found, to conduct an efficient administration of 
Freemasonry in Canada, and that the necessities of the fraternity require that 
they should assume a position of self-government. 

" The feeh'ng of the Convention being manifestly so strongly in favor of 
the establishment of an independent Grand Lodge, a committee, composed of 
those brethren whose Masonic knowledge and general ability had distinguished 
them as the best qualified for the faithful and efficient performance of so im- 
portant a duty, was appointed to investigate all available Masonic authorities 
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for precedents applicable to the peculiar circumstances of the case. The result 
of their researches was a recommendation for the immediate formation of a 
Grand T^od^^e of Canada. This recommendation, with the full and explana- 
tory report of the committee, having: received from the brethren that calm 
and grave consideration, which the serious importance of the subject demanded, 
it was felt that, however painful it might be to them thus to sever the link 
which had so long bound them to their parent Grand Lodges, they felt that 
they owed a still higher duty to Freemasonry, whose best interests were at 
stake, and whose prosperous existence in the Province imperatively required 
chat immediate separation. 

It was thereon solemnly resolved: 

' That in order to apply a remedy to these evils, to form perfect fraternal 
union and harmony, establish order, ensure tranquillity, provide for and pro- 
mote the general welfare of the Craft, and secure to the fraternity of Canada 
all the blessings of Masonic privileges; it is expedient, right and our bounden 
duty to form a Grand Lodge of Canada.' 

It was then on motion unanimously resolved: 

' That the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada 
be and is hereby formed upon the ancient charges and constitutions oi 
Masonry.' , 

A committee was then appointed to prepare rules and regulations for the 
government of the Grand Lodge of Canada; and a temporary code having 
been submitted and approved, the Grand Lodge proceeded to the election of a 
Grand Master and Grand Ot'ticers. V. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, Past Grand 
Senior Warden of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada and W. M. 
of Norfolk Lodge, Simcoe, C.W.. No. 500. R. E.. was elected Grand Master; 
fnd V. W. Bro. A. Bernard. Past Grand Junior Deacon of thr Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Montreal and William Henry, Lower Canada, and W. M. of 
St. George's Lodge, Montreal, C.E., No. 643, R.E., was elected Deputy Grand 
Master, and brethren of acknowledged ^Masonic ability were elected and ap- 
pointed Grand Oflicers, 

Committees were then appointed to conduct the general business of the 
Grand Lodge, and the Convention was adjourned with solemn prayer, its 
deliberations having occupied three days. 

** The requisite arrangements having previously been made, on the -2nd of 
November, the Grand Lodge was duly consecrated, and the Grand Master- 
elect regularly installed, in due and ancient form, by the Most Worshipful, the 
Honorable H. T. Backus, P.G.M. of the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge 
of the state of Michigan, assisted by other brethren of eminence and distinc- 
tion in the Craft. 

The Grand Lodge of Canada was thtis rcgularl^^ formed and inaugurated 
in the name of the Great Architect of the Universe, in conformity with the 
custom which has prevailed in the establishment of Grand Lodges, and we 
confidently believe that the circumstances whicli called it into existence were 
as nmch stronger, as the number of U>dges by whom it was formed was greater 
than had cv^cr before combined for the creation of a new Grand Lodge. From 
the time when the four lodges of London renounced their allegiance to the 
Grand Lodge of Vork, and formed themselves into an independent Grand 
Lodge, up to the present time, the greatest number of lodges on record ever 
associated to erect a new Grand T^odge was seventeen, whilst forty-one lodges, 
and holding warrants too from three different jurisdictions, were harmoniously 
united in the establishment of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

** We have now stated as briefly as their importance would admit the 
whole of the circumstances connected with the formation of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, and we submit them with all due respect to your august body, to 
whom we have always looked up as the fountain of Masonic knowledge, and 
the brightest example of virtue, dignity and benevolence, and from whom the 
great majority ^^f us claim, and will ever proitdly boast, our descent. 
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Having been entrusted wuh the sacred duty of directing the affairs of 
the Craft in this Province, and of representing thcni iuid advocating their 
iTiterests throughout the universe; and having solemnly undertaken that charge, 
and to disseminate the grand principles of our ancietit and honourable Order, 
and promote to the utmost extent of our abilit3' the general prosperity of 
the fraternity-, it is our earnest desire and intention to follow and maintain, 
pure and unsullied, the ancient landmarks, laws and traditions of the Craft as 
we received them from your hands. 

Engaged in one common cause — the good of our fellow men, by pro- 
moting the interest of our time-honored institution, and it being our first wish 
and highest ambition to establish and perpetuate a sincere and intimate alliance 
with the Grand Lodge of England, we extend to you, in the name of our 
divine art, the right hand of brotherhood, and confidently claim from you a 
reciprocation of our fraternal regard. 

(^L.S.) " Signed on behalf of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 

'* Wm. Mercer Wilson, G.^Xf. 

Thos. Bird Harris, G, Sec, 
^'Hamilton, C.W., lOth Nov., A.L. 5855'' 

This was the manner in which the Grand Lodge of Canada came 
into existence. Without ostentation, and ^et with a firm resolve to 
use all lawful and re^^ular means to sustain their position, the newly- 
born Grand Lodge only asked for the recognition due to men who 
were clearly within their rights, when they occupied territory which 
was tramping ground for jurisdictions that laid it under tribute for 
the support of cl^arities and governing organizations in which Can- 
ada had but a sentimental interest. 


CHAPTER evil. 

The TwENTv-FiRST Semi-annual Communication of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, Toronto, 
October, 1855. — Tin-: Withdrawal of Norfolk Lodge, 

No. 500, SiMCOE. 

The call for an in(le]>enclent Grand Lodge had been effective. 
The Irish lodges in the Province, together with some of those holding 
allegiance to the Provincial Grand Lodge, had on the loth October, 
1855, met in Convention at Hamilton and organized a governing body 
under the title of The Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The proceedings of this Convention have been treated in another 
chapter, but it is appropriate to mention the Convention in this con- 
nection, as its doings were the subject of discussion at the half-yearly 
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The organization met at Toronto on the 23rd October, 1855, and 
the formation of the new Grand Lodge was brought up through the 
reception of a letter from the Grand Master of New York, who wrote 
that some of his Grand and Past Grand officers had been asked to 
instal the officers of the newly-formed Grand Lodge, and that such 
request had by his instruction been refused. This communication was 
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followed by a letter from Norfolk lodge. No. 500, Simcoe, of which 
V. W. Bro. W. Mercer Wilson was W. M., withdrawing its allegiance 
from the Provincial Grand Lodge. The letter had been anticipated 
from the fact that V. W. Bro. Wilson was the Grand Master of the 
newly-formed Grand Lodge. The action of Norfolk lodge was or- 
dered to be transmitted to Kngland, and the several lodges in the 
jurisdiction were warned not to admit members of Norfolk or any 
other lodge that might take similar action. 

The brethren of the Provincial Grand Lodge failing to anticipate 
the inevitable, again sought by resolution to get an answer from Eng- 
land, but no notice was paid to their requests. The mother Grand 
Lodge by its characteristic neglect repelled the loyalty of those who 
revered it and thus paved the way for complete and final separation. 

The officers for the ensuing Masonic year were elected and the 
Provincial Grand Lodge adjourned. The minutes read as follows: 

At a half-yearly meeting, holden at Toronto on Tuesday, the 23rd day of 
October, 1855. 

present: 

R. W. Br. Thomas G. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, on the Throne. 

W. Br. John Harding, as Grand Senior Warden. 

V. W. Br. Geo. W. Whitehead, Grand Junior Warden. 

V. Bro. Frederick W. Barron, Grand Treasurer. 

V. W. Br, Nathan Gatchell, Grand Registrar. 

V. W^. Br. Francis Richardson, Grand Secretary. 

Br. Thomas C. Prosser, as Grand Senior Deacon. , 

Br. A. G. Smyth, as Grand Junior Deacon. 

Br. W. G. Storm, Grand Superintendent of Works. 

Br. W. R. Harris, as Grand Pursuivant. 

W. Br. Thomas J. Burrell, Br. E. R. O'Brien, W. Br. W. M. Jamieson, 
Grand Stewards. 

Br. John Morrison, Grand Tyler. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of private lodges, and several 
members of private lodges. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form at 8 o'clock, p.m. 

The By-Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge were read. 

The minutes of the last half-yearly communication of the Grand Lodge, 
holden at London, on Thursday the loth, and Friday the iith days of May, 
and of an especial meeting held at the Clifton House, Niagara Falls, on Thurs- 
day and Friday, the iQtli and 20th days of July last, were read and confirmed. 

The Grand Treasurer read to the Grand Lodge an account of hfs receipts 
and disbursements during the past year, which account, having been duly 
audited and found correct, was, on motion, duly received and adopted. 

On motion, it was Resolved — " That the Board of General Purposes be 
requested to enforce, at once, the payment of arrears due to this Grand Lodge 
by the several lodges in default." 

Other pages contain the account of the establishment of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, bnt so much as appertains in connection 
with that body and its organization cannot be omitted here, for the 
subject of the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada came up for 
the first time in form before the Provincial Grand Lodge under Eng- 
land. 

The Grand Lodge of New York, as a jurisdiction, had always 
been friendly with Canada West. R. W. Bro. Tisdall was a popular 
and well known representative and his friendships in Canada were 
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stronger tlian is usual, from the fact that he had many personal friends 
in the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge of Canada had been formed on the loth Oc- 
tober, 1855. The ofihcers had to be installed and M. W. Bro. Randall, 
as P. G. M. of New York, was asked to instal. The brother hesitated 
and asked the advice of Bro. W. E. Evans, of Buflfalo, the Deputy- 
Grand Master. He in turn asked the advice of AL W. Bro. Joseph 
D. Evans, the Grand Master of the State, and the result was cor- 
respondence and a decided opinion. Bro. Tisdall was at the meeting 
of the Provincial bod}^ and the report states that the 

representative of this Grand Lodge in the Grand Lodge of the State of 
New York, at the request of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, read to the 
Grand Lodge a letter from the M. W. Br. Joseph D. Evans, Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, to R. W. Br. EUicott Evans, D. D. 
Grand IMaster, residing in Buffalo, in reply to an application made by certain 
Masons in Canada (who had formed a convention at Hamilton, on the loth 
instant, for the purpose of forming an independent Grand Lodge for Canada,) 
for assistance from certain Grand or Past Grand Officers in said State of New 
York, in installing the officers of said Canadian Grand Lodge, of which letter 
the following is a true copy: 

Office of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of 

the State of New York. 

New York, October 17, 1855. 

Dear Brother: Your esteemed favour of the 15th inst. is just to hand, 
submitting the inquiry whether it would be proper for the Most Wor. Bro. 
Randall to instal the Grand Officers of the newly-formed Grand Lodge of 
Canada, which has been organized without the consent of their supreme head, 
the Grand Lodge of England, and submitting whether there would not be 
utility in promptly extending to them the hand of encouragement, and a full 
recognition of their Grand Lodge as a legitimate organization. This is not 
your language, but embraces your ideas, as I understand them. 

I have telegraphed M. W. Bro. Randall that it would be improper for him 
to do so; certainly so, if by the act our Grand Lodge will be either directly 
or indirectly identified as a party to this contemplated movement of our Cana- 
dian brethren, of violently severing their connection with the author of their 
Masonic existence, and that, too, without the express consent of their own 
Provincial Grand Lodge. 

I have not yet seen our official brethren who are in the city, and may not 
do so in time to give you their views — with this — on the subject, but will do 
so the first opportunity that offers. 

The subject involves too grave and important a principle for us hastily to 
consider and determine it, otherwise than to withhold our participation in the 
proposed organization. Our Grand Lodge, above all others, should not for a 
moment countenance rebellion — or, if you prefer a modified phrase, a severance 
by violence from a Grand Lodge to which they are bound by the most solemn 
obligations. We are appealing year after year to our sister Grand Lodges to 
assist us in putting down rebellion in our own jurisdiction. To this end we 
have virtually appealed to the Grand Lodge of England for its countenance 
and support in maintaining us in our lawful position against heresy and 
schism;" and now, under these circumstances, even if there was no vital princi- 
ple involved, for us to give encouragement to rebellion in her jurisdiction 
would be the very height of ingratitude, and would display a most unenviable 
disposition, in the total want of moral principle. 

We, however, concur fully that the separation would be attended with th« 
most favourable advantages to them in every particular, both as lodges and as 
•47a 
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individuals, and that they should have a separate and distinct organization — a 
Grand Lodge of their own, independent of a Grand Lodge located in a foreign 
land, which, from its inaccessibility, cannot afford readily the facilities neces- 
sary for a healthful existence in its subordinates. 

Kntertaining these views, we would most cheerfully — were it not too late — 
proffer our services as mediator, to the full power of our influence and per- 
suasions, that the desire of our Canadian brethren be gratified in this particular, 
but beyond this intercession we cannot go. 

Inasmuch as the Grand Lodges of Ireland and Scotland have given their 
consent to their subordinates in Canada to institute a Grand Lodge, independent 
of them, we will most readily render to them every assistance in our power 
in giving them a place among the independent Grand Lodges of America. 
We can greet such with our most hearty congratulations, and receive them 
with open arms to our warmest sympathies and brotherly affections. 

I sincerely hope our estimable and beloved brethren of Canada, under the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Kngland, will not persist in their present 
course, and that they will never tire in their endeavours to obtain the consent 
of their Mother Grand Lodge to their independence, until they have exhausted 
fully and completely the means they possess of accomplishing the end. The 
foregoing is written, predicated upon the present conditions of affairs; circum- 
stances may assume a different phase by June next, but, until they do so, it 
will be very impolite for us to hazard an adventure so unpropitious and baneful 
in its tendencies. 

Yours fraternally. 

And with the highest regard, 

Joseph D. Kvaists, 

Grand Master. 

Rt. W. Ellicott Kvans, 

D. D, G. Master, BufTalo. 

Since writing the foregoing, our Grand Secretary has been in my office, 
and wishes me to say that he concurs fully and entirely with me. — J. D. K. 

On motion, it was resolved: 

That the cordial thanks of this Provincial Grand Lodge be given to 
M. W. Br. Kvans, Grand Master of the State of New York, for the admir- 
able and truly Masonic letter which he wrote on being applied to counten- 
ance the movement to form an independent Grand Lodge in Canada/' 

All's well that ends well " was a saying- that might have been 
adapted for the Craft situation in Canada West in 1855. 

Norfolk locl£>e, at Simcoe, was the first to communicate with th€ 
Provincial body in severing" its allegiance. The minutes state that: 

The Grand Secretary having read a letter from the Secretary of the Nor- 
folk Lodge, No. 500. under their seal, conveying the information that the said 
lodge had thrown off its allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, it was. 
on motion. Resolved — *' That the Provincial Grand Secretary do communicate 
the same to the Grand Lodge of England, together with any other information 
on the subject he may be able to forward/' 

The next move of the Provincial body was on a par with all for- 
mer action. Had the Craft rulers of 1845-55 ^^ot been blinded with 
the infatuation that they could not exist without the directing- care 
and guidance of a <rovernino; Grand Lodge, the Provincial body would 
have been in independent form the sovereign body in Canada West, 
but the spirit of procrastinaticm had set in. The members were con- 
tent to sit down, write and aflopt resolutions, talk of independence in 
Craft work and adjourn until the next meeting. So when Norfolk 
lodge withdrew, the Provincial bodv had another of its resolutions 
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put on record, as if a book full of resolves could stay the wave for in- 
dependence which had set in and was certain to sweep away every 
obstacle in its coiu'se. 

On motion, it was Resolved — That the Norfolk Lodge having oflicially 
notified, under their seal, this Provincial Grand Lodge that the said body had 
thrown off its allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, the P. G. Master 
be respectfully requested to notify the lodges remaining true to their allegiance 
that they are not to admit to visit them any member of the said Norfolk Lodge, 
nor of any other lodge which may adopt the same course, until the P. Grand 
Master has received instructions from the Grand Lodge of England how to 
act/' 

Then came the stereotyped resolutions praying* Kngland for 
action, a prayer ftdl of earnestness and love for the mother Grand 
Lodge, bnt one which was unanswered at that time, just as the peti- 
tions of 1800-21-1830-44 had not been acknowledged. 

It was Resolved — That the Grand Lodge of England be earnestly requested 
to entertain without loss of time the petition of this Grand Lodge forwarded 
to the Grand Secretary so long back as December, 1853, as this Grand Lodge 
cannot but feel that the vital interests ot Masonry in Canada are now at stake, 
and that W. Br. Townsend be furnished with a copy of such proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge as will assist him in the object for which he was appointed 
its agent." 

The R. W". Deputy Grand Master was pleased to inform the Grand Lodge 
that this was the time appointed by by-law for the election of Treasurer and 
the appointment of other Grand Officers; — whereupon, on motion, it was 

Resolved — That W. Br. W. M. Jamieson be elected to the office of Grand 
Treasurer for the ensuing Masonic year.'' 

The R, W. Deputy Grand Master was then pleased to appoint the following 
brethren as Grand Officers for the ensuing Masonic year, all o£ whom, to- 
gether with the Grand Treasurer, were duly installed in person, or by proxy, 
and proclaimed according to ancient form: — 

V. W. Br. Geo. Whitehead, M. King Solomon's Lodge, No. 3S, Wood- 
stock, G. S. Warden. 

V. W. Br. Fred'k W. Barron, P. M. St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, Toronto, 
G. Junior Warden. 

V. W. Br. the Rev. Septimus Ramsey, Ionic Lodge, No. iS, Toronto, G. 
Chaplain. 

V. W. Br. Nathan Gatchell, P. M. Ionic Lodge, No. 18, Toronto, G. 
Registrar. 

V. W. Br. Francis Richardson, P, M. Ionic Lodge, No. 18, Toronto, G. 
Secretary. 

W. Br. John Harding, M, St. George's Lodge, No. 37, London, G. Senior 
Deacon. 

W. Br. William Graham, M. Western Light Lodge, No. 7, Bolton, G. 
Junior Deacon. 

Br. F. W. Cumberland, St. Andrew^s Lodge. No. i. Toronto, G. Supt. 
Works. 

W. Br. W. H. Weller, M. St. John's Lodge, No. 3, Cobourg, G. Dir 
Ceremonies. 

Br. R. D. McD. Clute, J. W. Trent Lodge, No. 32, Trenton, Assistant do. 
Br. Jules Hecht, St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, Toronto, G. Organist. 
Br. Thomas Forsyth, S. W. Victoria Lodge, No. 47, Port Sarnia, G- 
Pursuivant. 

Br. G. C. Ward, S. W. Ontario Lodge, No. 20. Port Hope, G. Sword- 
Bearer. 
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Br. F. V. Carey, S. W. Union Lodge No. 6, Napanee; Br. W. R. Harris, 
St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, Toronto; Br. Robt. J. Grier, J. W. Ionic Lodge. 
No. i8. Toronto; Br. A. G. Smyth, S. W. St. George*s Lodge, No. 37, London; 
Br. Joseph Figg, S. W. Corinthian Lodge, No. 45, Stanley's Mills; Br. Patrick 
Wilson, S. W. Belleville Lodge, No. 4, Belleville, G. Stewards. 

Br. David Alderdice, St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, Toronto, G. Tyler. 
The Grand Secretary read to the Grand Lodge the report of a committee 
of the St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, Toronto, in relation to certain charges pre- 
ferred against Louis IVlarks, for unmasonic conduct; also a copy of the charges 
preferred against the said Louis jVlarks; when, on motion, it was 

Resolved — " That this Grand Lodge, having heard the charges preferred 
against Louis Marks by the St. Andrew's Lodge, consider the same fully sus- 
tained, and respectfully recommend that the Provincial Grand Master be pleased 
to expel the said Louis Marks from all the benefits of Masonry." 

Years have passed since the events recorded in this chapter took 
place. Two only, W. Bros. Marding, of Stratford, and W. R. Marris 
of Toronto, who took part in this meeting, are aUve at this writing. To 
this day even these brethren, allied as they were with the 4active work 
of the Provincial bod}', admit that apparently an entire misconception 
existed as to the strength of the dormant torces behind the newly- 
formed Grand Lodge. They think it possible that, if the officers of the 
Provincial body had not been so wedded to their idols, the opportunity 
might there and then have been seized and much of acrimony in word 
and act avoided. The fates, how^ever, ruled otherwise, and the events 
in fast succession chronicled show that there were master hands at 
the helms of both Craft ships, men who were not to be swerved from 
their course by the air currents of a mere sentiment, but were 
willing to take chances and drift until favorable winds might bring 
them together at the right time into the right harbor. 


CHAPTER C\ III. 

The Twenty-skconi) Semi-annual Communecation of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, Toronto, May, 
1856. — The Report of the Grand Secretary on the 
NEW Masonic Body/' 

The entire Craft constituency was in a state of vexation and doubt 
in the early part of the year 1856. The Grand Lodge of Canada had 
been formed as a sovereign body. It w^as rapidly "gaining strength. 
Its affiliates displayed tmwonted energy in securing the affiliation of 
the lodges of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, so that 
the outlook was not at all promising for those who were content to 
sit under the banner of a Grand Lodge which, at the best, was a 
subordinate body to a mother Grand Lodge, wdio cared so little for 
its prayers and petitions that from December, 1845, tintil September, 
1855, no attention was paid to its behests. 
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The half-yearly communication of the Provincial Grand "Lodge 
was held at Toronto in the new temple on Toronto street, on the -21st 
May, 1856. 

There were present: 

R. W, Bro. Thomas G. Ridoiit, D. G. Master, in the Chair. 

V. W. Bro. George VV. Whitehead, G. S. Warden. 

W. Bro. Samuel S. Finclcn, as G. J. V/arden 

V. W. Bro, The Rev. Septimus Ramsey, G. ' Cliaphiin- 

V. W. Bro. \Vm. M. Jamieson, G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro, Francis Richardson. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. John Harding, G. S. Deacon. 

W. Bro. WilHam Graham, G. J. Deacon. 

W. Bro. Wm. H. Weller, G. Dir. of Ceremonies. 

Bro. G. C- Ward, G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. Julius Hecht, G. Organist. 

W. Bro. Levi Bigelow. as G. Pursvtivant. 

Bros. W. R. Harris, Jos. Figg:, R. H. Grier, Stewards. 

Bro. David Alderdice. G. Tyler. 

There was also a fair representation of the subordinate lodges. 

The first order of business after the meeting opened was an 
announcement that seven more lodges had deserted the standard of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge, viz: Prince Kdward, No. 8, at Picton ; 
No. 9, at Brockville; No. ii, Barton, at Hamilton; No. 12, Union, at 
Grimsby; No. 15, St. George's, at St. Catharines; No. Strict ( )b- 
servance, at Hamilton, and No. 51, Acacia, at Hamilton. This notifi- 
cation was keenly felt and the loss especially of Barton and Grimsby 
lodges, as two of the early Craft organizations, was much commented 
upon. The despair of the Provincial body was exemplified in another 
resolution for transmission to Kngland. The membership had ap- 
parently not grasred the idea that nothing could be obtained from the 
mother Grand Lodge. 

The following reoort, prepared and issued from tlie Pro\'incial 
Grand Secretary's office on May 8th, 1856, was read and adopted in 
Grand Lodge. The report read as follows: 

It having been brought under the notice of this Provincial Grand Lodge 
that for several months past various Grand I^odges in the United States and 
elsewhere had been applied to for recog^nition by a new Masonic body, styling 
itself the Grand Lodge of Canada, and this Provincial Grand Lodge being: 
induced to believe from the sentiments expressed in relation to this schismatic 
movement, by our American Brethren in their numerous Masonic publica 
tions, that they could not be in possession of the true facts of the case: 

Therefore, it was unanimously resolved at a half-yearly meeting held ar 
Toronto, on Wednesday, the 21st instant, ' That the Grand Secretary bf* 
directed, under the supervision of the Board of General Purposes, to publish^ 
for the information of the Masonic Fraternity at large, a statement of the facts 
connected with the recent movement of insul>ordination on the part of certaim 
Lodges in this Province, under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, the said Lodges, or certain members thereof, having-, in order to gain 
recognition from the various Grand Lodges with which this Grand Lodge 
has long- been in friendly communication, made use of statements which are 
not borne out by the facts — these being to the prejudice of a very large portion 
of the fraternity who have, and who do still remain true to their mother Grand 
Lodge.' " 


742 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


'* In iurtherance of this object, they (^thc self-styled Grand Lodge of 
Canada) state that at the Convention held at Hamilton on the loth of October 
last, there were 41 lodges represented, and that the action taken at that meeting 
was unanimous, with one exception, whereas, of the 41 Lodges there repre- 
sented, 15 were from the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, 10 from Canada 
Kast, acting under warrants from Kngland, 1 from Quebec, under the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, and 15 under warrants from the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 
The nviniber of Lodges belonging to this Provincial Grand Lodge at the time 
the Convention met was 50, since which time only 7 have given official infor- 
mation of their affiliation with the new body; so that at the present time there 
are 43 of the original number still true to their allegiance, to which may be 
added 3 new^ Lodges, under dispensation, making the present number 46, Of 
the 40 Lodges who, as stated in their published report, voted with the body, 
there were delegates from two belonging to this Grand Lodge — the mover 
and seconder of an amendment to the original motion respecting the forma- 
tion of an independent Grand Lodge made at the said Convention — who did 
not vote in its favor; and this Grand Lodge has since ascertained that in a 
great many instances the delegates who voted in favor of the movement (and 
1)3' one a direct fraud was practised), on returning to their Lodges were not 
sustained in the action they had taken; so that it may (leaving the Irish lodges 
out of the question) be fairly assumed that not more than half of those Lodges, 
hailing from the Grand Lodge of Kngland, and represented at the Conven- 
tion, do in reality belong to the new body. By this statement it will be at once 
seen that a very great majority of the Canadian Alasons remain true to their 
allegiance. The alleged cause which immediately led to the formation of the 
new body was the refusal of the R. W, D, Grand Master, at a Special Meeting 
of this P. Grand Lodge, held at the Clifton House. Niagara Falls, on the igtli 
of Jvily last, to submit a motion from the chair, which, if carried, would have 
led to immediate and open rebellion on the part of the Canadian Craft to their 
mother Grand Lodges. He, in common with nearly the whole of the Lodges 
under his control, determined to remain true to their allegiance, but at the 
ftame time to employ every legitimate means for obtaining from the mother 
Grand Lodge those further privileges and immunities which this Grand Lodge 
had some two years previouslj^ asked for. This was the unanimous feeling of 
the P. Grand Lodge at an adjourned meeting on the following morning, when 
the disaffected brethren were not present; and in furtherance of this object, it 
was moved by Br. W. M. Wilson (the Tvlastcr of the new Grand Lodge) ' That 
Br. R. H. Townsend be appointed the Special Agent of this Grand Lodge, and 
request to use his best endeavors to obtain an answer to the Petition of this 
Grand Lodge, and that he be invested with full power to act in the matter.' 

About a month prior to the half-yearly communication of the Grand 
Lodge held in Toronto, on the -23rd of October following, a summons for said 
meeting was issued, which informed the Craft that Br. Townsend, our Special 
Agent, had brought the subject matter of our grievances before the Board o\ 
General Purposes of the Grand Lodge of Kngland. and that matters were in 
a fair way towards a satisfactory result, begging us to wait patiently a shorl 
time longer, and assuring us that we should have all our requirements granted 
to us. This summons was sent to all the Lodges under this jurisdiction; but 
the recusant Lodges being unwilling to wait longer, at the Convention at 
Hamilton on the loth of October, assisted in the formation of the new body, 
which at the meeting of this P. Grand Lodge, held on the 23rd October, was 
declared illegal, and all masonic intercourse was by an unanimous vote strictly 
forbidden. Thus matters remained until the meeting of the P. Grand Lodge 
on the 2ist instant, when further information was received from Br. Townsend, 
to the effect that he had succeecled In bringing up the subject of our complaints 
before the Grand Lodge of England, and that the Craft throughout England 
were fairly aroused to our position, and fully alive to the justness of our de- 
mands, as will be seen by the following notice of motion to be made at the 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


743 


next Quarterly Meeting of the Grand Lodge of England, to be holden on the 
first Wednesday in June: — 

* That, in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, it is expedient that the Prov. 
G. L. of Canada West should enjoy all the immunities and privileges of an 
independent Grand Lodge, save and except, that it shall once in every three 
years submit the names of two or more Brethren to the M. W. the G. M. of 
England, who shall appoint one of them to be Prov. G. M.; and the Prov. 
G. M. so appointed shall exercise the same powers within his Province as are 
exercised by the M. W. the G. M. in England. That it is further expedient 
that the same privileges be accorded to other foreign Prov. Grand Lodges on 
their petition; and the M. W. the G. M. is hereby respectfully requested to 
carry this resolution into cf¥ect at as early a date as possible: ' and also, * That 
the thanks of the G. L. are due, and are herebj^ given, to those Canadian 
Lodges which have maintained their allegiance to the M. W. the G. M. and 
the G. L. of England.' " 

" From the above statement it will be evident that the disaffected portion 
of the Masonic Fraternity in this Province is comparatively small, although 
nearly the entire Craft agree in the belief that an independent organization is 
essential to the proper and effectual working of the Craft in this Province; yet 
this Grand Lodge is full3^ determined to obtain this position in a legitimate 
manner, and not by violence, as in the case of the Canada Grand Lodge, whose 
existence as a Masonic Body this Grand Lodge entirely repudiates." 
Toronto, May 8. 1856/' 

The intention to ^^ive the Grand Loclg^e of Kngland at London 
information that would be of use in considering^ the Canadian situa- 
tion was of little value, but the wish to communicate, perhaps for the 
last time, the true position of the Provincial Grand Lodg-e in Canada 
was the final attempt to bring; Kngland to a sense of its duty to Can- 
ada. It was, therefore, resolved unanimously: 

That the Board of General Purposes be instructed to communicate the 
true position of this Grand Lodge to the Grand Lodg^es of Kngland, Ireland 
and Scotland, and all the Grand Lodges of tlie United States, as regards the 
movement of the self-styled Grand Lodge of Canada, stating the correct num- 
i er of lodges present at the Convention in Hamilton in October last, and from 
what Grand Lodges they hailed; the number of Lodges holding Warrants 
imder the Grand Lodge of England at the time of said movement; the number 
< f Lodges which have seceded, and the number of new Lodges established 
since under this jurisdiction. Also, that copies of said communication be 
furnished to all the Lodges holding Warrants under this jurisdiction." 

The members of the Grand Lodge of Kng-land had heard of the 
formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and at its quarterly meeting 
on the 5th Alarch, 1856, Bro. Townsend brought before the (irand 
Lodge the secession of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, 
caused by neglect of repeated applications. He would be much sur- 
prised if the Grand Lodge on reading a report of a sub-committee 
did not resolve that very gross neglect and discourtesy had been shown 
to the C^anadian ]>rcthren. P>ro. Townsend said that he had en- 
deavored to get a reply from the INI. W. the Gratid Master, but in 
vain — ^the onlv notice the G. M. had given was that he had written 
to the Grand ^Nfaster of the Grand Lodge of Canada East for informa- 
tion, anrl he, l>ro. Townsend, could not but think that the brethren 
of Canada had been treated with contempt. He moved that the report 
of the sub-committee be printed and circulated. 

The report had briefly stated that in March of 1853 the Provin- 
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cial Grand Lodge of Canada West wrote to Kngland, complaining of 
delay in transmitting certificates. The letter was received in Kngland 
in that year, but was not laid before the Grand Master of Kngland 
until February, 1854. The complaint also alluded to the non-atten- 
tion to correspondence from Canada. The Committee had reported 
that any charges were under the control of the Grand Master of Kng- 
land solel}^ 

Hro. Beach seconded Bro. Townsend's motion, and in doing so 
he remarked that it required no eloquence to enforce their attention. 
There were manifest signs of an unhealthy state, and if the seeds of 
decay were allowed to spread, the fabric of many years would be 
speedily destroyed and other Provincial Grand Lodges would follow 
the example of Canada West. 

The W. M, of lodge. No. 214, Canada East, who was on the dais, 
said his Provincial Grand Lodge did not coincide with the brethren 
of Canada West and that the eastern lodges had maintained their 
allegiance. 

The motion was carried. 

Bro. Canon Portal then gave notice of his motion, a copy of which 
is embodied in this chapter in connection with the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of Upper Canada. This motion declared that a Provin- 
cial G rand Lodge should have all the privileges of an independent 
Grand Lodge, except that every three 3'ears the names of brethren 
should be submitted to Kngland for the position of Provincial Grand 
Master, and that the same privileges l>e accorded to other foreign 
Provincial Grand Lodges. 

This was evidence that the Canadian Craft had some friends at 
the mother Grand Lodge, a fact demonstrated at the Provincial Lodge 
meeting, when 

The Grand Secretary read to the Grand T.odge from the April nnniber of 
the ' Freemasons' Magazine ' and ' Masonic Mirror,' pubHshed in London, 
an account of the proceedings of the M. W. the Grand Lodge of England at a 
Quarterly Meeting, held on Wednesday the 5th day of ^Tarch last." 

This account contained a notice of motion that was of grave im- 
port for Canada, for it proposed to give complete independence, with 
a reservation, however, that would have still kept the fraternitv under 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, as contributors to the 
mother (hand Lodge at London. 

The question, as Bro. Francis Richardson said in 1895, was thor- 
oughly discussed, and the proposed legislation was endorsed with a 
modification that, however, still left the^ Provincial body a subordinate 
of England. It was resolved unanimously: 

That this G. T^. has seen with satisfaction a notice in the April ntmiber 
of the London ' Freemasons' Magazine,' signifying the intention of Bro. the 
Rev. George R. Portal, P. S. G. W. for Oxon, to introduce at the next Q. C. 
of the G. L. of England, a motion to the following effect: 

That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge it is expedient that the Prov. 
G. L. of Canada West should enjoy all the immunities and privileges of an 
independent Grand Lodge, save and except, that it shall once in every three 
years sul)mi't the names of two or more Brethren to the M. W. the G. M. of 
England, who shall appoint one of them to be Prov. G. M. ; and the Prov. 
G. M. so appointed shall exercise the same powers within his Province as are 
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exercised by the M. W. the G. M. in England. That it is further expedient 
that the same privileges be accorded to other Foreign Provincial Grand Lodges, 
on their Petition; and the M, W., the G. M., is hereby respectfully requested 
to carry this resolution into effect at as early a period as possible; and also, 
That the thanks of this G. L. are due and are hereby given to those Canadian 
Lodges which have maintained their allegiance to the M. W. the G. M. and 
the G. L. of England/ 

" That this Grand Lodge heartily approved of the principle contained in the 
said intended motion, and would respectfully, but strongly, urge its adoption 
by the G. L. of England, satisfied as they are that wide-spread dissatisfaction, 
resulting in disastrous consequences to the peace and prosperity of the frater- 
nity in Canada, will follow, shouhl immediate action on their just complaints 
be longer delayed; that this G. L. would suggest that the said Resolution be 
modified so as to provide that the election of the G. M, be made by this G. L. 
with this proviso — that if disallowed by the G. L. of England within six months 
after it shall have taken place, it shall be void, but otherwise have full force 
and effect." 

** Resolved unanimously — That the foregoing Resolution be transmitted by 
the G. S. to the G. L. of England, and that copies be forw^arded by him to 
each of the G, Officers of the G. L. of England, and to Bro., the Rev. G. R. - 
Portal, with a request that they will be pleased to support the same at the 
next Session of the G. I^. of England, after its receipt." 

This closed the work of this communication, and the tnrn of events 
and the work oi the C irand Lodge of Canada were watched with anxiety 
by the lodges still loyal to the mother Grand Lodge at London. 

The officers of the Grand Lodge of Kngland, indifferent as they 
had been to the appeals of the Canadian Craft, saw that the links 
binding the district lodges in the colonies of Great Britain must either 
be severed or strengdiened. It was a matter of reasonable doubt, 
even with those who were opposed to the Canadian contention, as to 
whether the brethren of the great colony across the sea had not more 
than ample ground for the stand they had taken. 

The Grand Lodge, at its c[uarterly meeting in Alarch, had ap- 
pointed a committee to consider the formation of a Board that would 
adjudicate on matters connected with lodges in the colonies, so that 
similar difificulties which had arisen in connection with Canada might 
not again occur. This committee sent in a rej^ort to the Grand Secre- 
tary at the C]viarterly meeting of Grand Lodge at London in June, but 
it was not read at that meeting, although its contents were known. 
It read as follows: 

The report of the special committee appointed at the QtTarterly Com- 
munication, in Alarch, ' to hiquire into the expediency of forming a hoard, to 
whcm all matters and correspondence relative to Lodges in the colonies l)e 
referred for ad juflication and decision.' 

The committee report their opinion as follows: 

First^ — That it is expedient that a hoard he formed, to he called * The 
Colonial Board/ to consist r>f ten members of Grand Lodge, five <»f wliom 
shall he a citiorum. 

Secondly. — That the said board shall, after the first instance, be nomi- 
nated and elected at the same time, and in the same manner, as the Board of 
General Purposes, which the exceptions hereinafter specified. 

" Thirdly. — That, when practicable, three of the above board shall be Past 
Masters of Colonial Lodges, members of Grand Lodge. 

Fourthly. — That the said board shall have similar powers, as regards the 
colonies, to those at present exercised by the Board of General Purposes, 
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''Fifthly. — That the constitution of this board shall be as follows: Seven 
members shall be elected by Grand Lodge, the three colonial members shall 
be nominated by the Grand Master, who shall also appoint the chairman and 
vice-chairman from the board so constituted. 

Sixthly. — That the board so constituted shall meet on the first Tuesday 
of every month at 3 p.m. 

" Seventhly. — That it shall be tlie special duty of the Grand Secretary to 
submit to the board all communications whatever received from the colonies 
at its first meeting after their receipt. 

" Kighthly. — It appearing to this committee important that no unnecessary 
delay should occur in carrying out the above suggestions herein made, it is 
recommended that the members of this committee perform the functions of 
the proposed board until the permanent board is appointed in June, 1857. 

"(Signed) Burlton, Chairman, 

May 14th, 1856. P. Prov. G. INI. for Bengal." 

At this quarterly meeting a statement was made by the M. \V, 
the Grand Master, the Karl of Zetland, that he deemed of some 
importance" to Grand Lodge. His statement directly related to the 
notice of motion of Bro. Portal, which provided for independence of 
all colonial lodges, except in so far that " every three years the 
names of two or more brethreti be submitted to the Grand Lodge of 
England, one of whom should be appointed Provincial ' Grand Master 
by the mother Grand Lodge. 

The statement made by the M. W. the Grand Master was an 
endeavor to excuse himself for neglect in attending to the Canadian 
petition on the ground that it was addressed to the Grand Master 
and not to Grand Lodge. He forgot to state that he had also neglected 
to favor the Canadians with an acknowledgment of their communica- 
tion, mereU' sav ing that he had not deemed it necessary to answer 
the petition." 

This statement, when read in Canada, was severely criticised and 
added fuel to the flame of discontent. It roused the ire of old and 
faithful adherents of the Provincial Grand Lodge, who, while loyal to 
England, were not born to live in IMasonic serfdom. The debate came 
up at the quarterly meeting in London on 4th June, 1856, on the 
(|uestion of ** IMasonry in the Canadas.*' As a matter ^or record the 
l>roceedings are important atid are therefore given verbatim. 

Extract from Published Minutes of Quarterly Communication of Grand Lodge 
of England. 4th June, 1856. 

The W. Grand Master said he had a communication to make to the 
Grand T.od^e which he feared would occupy sonic time; but he trusted they 
would lend him their attention, and he would be as brief as possible. Among 
other business for the evening he saw a Notice of Motion b^^ Brother Portal 
for granting privileges to the Grand Lodge of Canada West; as he imagined 
that Motion must be founded upon a Petition which had been presented to 
the Grand Master from Canada West, although he was not aware of the nature 
of the Motion about to be brought forward, he thought it probable it 
might be intended to grant a great part of the prayer of that Petition. It 
perhaps might not be right to anticipate what the Motion was, but he could 
conceive it to be a Motion which he shottld be compelled to refuse putting 
from the Chair, For this reason he Avished to explain to the Grand Lodge the 
nature- of the Petition which had reached him, the view he had taken of that 
Petition, and the course he meant to ptnsue relative to it. A Petition had 
been sent to the Grand Master and which he now held in his hand, and he 
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would beg: them to observe that that Petition was addressed, not to the Grand 
Lodge, but to the Grand Master; he. therefore, conceived it to be a Petition 
Avith Avhich the Grand Lodge had nothing to do, nor did he think it necessary 
to read the prayer; he should however, read a part of it, and a part of it only, 
in order to explain the view he took of the subject. It was this: — * Your 
Petitioners submit that the Constitutions of the United Grand Lodge of Eni;- 
land, so far as they relate to the District Grand Lodges in Colonies, should 
be altered so as to allow the Lodges in Canada West, in Provincial Grand 
Lodge assembled, annually to elect their Provincial Grand Master to control 
the working and operations of the Craft, and through their Provincial Grand 
Master to grant not only Warrants to Private Lodges, but if necessary, to form 
County or Pri^.vincial Grand Lodges in this Province; the United Grand Lodge 
of England still retaining and exercising a superior and governing power and 
jurisdiction over the Craft in this Province.' What that governing power and 
jurisdiction would be, should the former part of the prayer of the Petition be 
granted, he was at a loss to imagine. This Petition was sent by the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, not by the Provincial Grand Master of Canada — 
pretty plain evidence that the Provincial Grand INTaster wholly disapproved of 
it. He conceived that the Dei^uty Provincial Grand Al aster had no right to 
petition the Grand iVIaster, or to call the Lodge he held for such a purpose a 
Provincial Grand Lodge; the proper source was the Provincial Grand Master, 
and he felt that he (the Earl* of Zetland), as Grand Master of England, was 
perfectly justified in ignoring that Petition. They asked that the Constitutions 
of the Grand Lodge should be altered so as to permit the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West to elect their Grand Master. Did they think that the 
Grand Master of England would propose svich a measure to the Grand Lodge, 
so to alter the constitution of Free Masonry. He was not surprised that the 
Provincial Grand Master would have nothing to do with it. It was so pre- 
posterous that he did not feel he could send an answer that could be respectful 
to that body, even if he could have regarded it as emanative from the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. He, therefore, had not sent any answer to that Petition. 
He would not be the person to come down to the Grand Lodge to ask them 
to alter the Constitutions of Free Masonry in this Country, or to pass a law 
w^hich should derogate from the prerogative of the Grand Master, or the dig- 
nity of the Grand Lodge. He did not act from any pride or feeling of his 
own; but he considered he was bound, by his obligation as Grand Master, to 
hand down the Office he held to his successor without any detraction from the 
prerogative of the Office, and it was his firm determination so to do; and if 
the Grand Lodge should differ from him on that point, he should leave that 
Chair to his successor unimpaired and unfettered He was informed that long 
before this Petition, which was dated the 22nd' Septenaber, 1853, was sent, a 
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West had been held, namely, 
in October, 185^, at which a Resolution was passed that it was deemed neces- 
sary to form an independent Grand Lodge in Canada West. Now the Peti- 
tion that was sent eleven months afterwards did not hint at tlie Resoluti<»n 
which had been come to before, so that they would be led by this Petition to 
believe that that was the first attempt to moot the ciuestion, but so long before. 
October, 185^, such a Resolution had been passed. TTowever, the Report 
alluded to was correct, for there was a Petition now before the Grand Lodge 
which mentioned the very Resolution which had been passed in October, 1852. 
He had that Petition now before him. and he must make a few remarks upon 
it (the Grand Master then read the Petition). He begged leave to say that 
the other Petition had not been addressed to the Grand Lodge of England 
but to the Grand Master. He should like to know how this body of Delegates 
had been appointed, how they were chosen, and how they could bind the Lodges, 
if a majority of the Lodges do not concur; according to their own showing 
this body of Masons formed themselves into a body of Delegates, chosen it 
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did not say by whom, and passed a Resolution forming themselves into an 
independent Grand Lodge. It might fairly be presumed that the Lodges were 
not unanimous. He had reasons to know that they were not. If they were 
not unanimous, then the remaining members of the Lodges had a right to 
the Warrants of their lodges. But supposing the Members of any of the Lodges 
w-ere unanimous what would then be the consequence if they withdrew their 
allegiance from the parent body, why, that the Warrant must be returned to 
the Grand Lodge of England. An assembly of individual Members could not 
form an independent Grand Lodge, that was perfectly clear. The Petition 
stated that no reply to another Petition had been received. The only one that 
had reached the Grand Secretary was one with which the Grand Secretary had 
nothing to do. If it should be proposed by the worthy Brother that all the 
demands of the Prayer of the Petition should be complied with, he, the Grand 
Master, must say that he would not put such a Motion from the Chair, because 
he conceived that it could not come before the Grand Lodge. In the first 
instance it would be necessary to overset and alter the laws and constitutions 
of the Grand Lodge of England; if those were altered, then it might be pos- 
sible to entertain such a Motion. He was anxious that the Grand Lodge 
should be informed as to his opinion and the steps he intended to take. 

Bro. Portal wished to understand whether the Grand Master would refuse 
to put his Motion, the terms of which, he was informed by the Grand Secre- 
tary, had been communicated to his Lordship. 

" The Grand Master having read the Motion aloud, stated that he had no 
hesitation in saying that he would not put that INlotion from the Chair, 

Bro. Portal thought it would have been more courteous if the Grand 
Master had informed him of his intention earlier. 

The Grand Master observed that he had not considered himself at all 
bound to state to Bro. Portal what course he should take, nor till very lately 
had he made up his mind what course he should pursue; very important 
information had lately come to his knowledge, and he did not consider the 
Grand Master in any w^ay bound to any Brother who thought proper to give 
Notice of Motion without consulting him, to give any intimation of his opinion 
thereon. The proper place to give his decision was from his place in the 
Chair. Within the last few days a communication had reached him which he 
would read; it was from the Provincial Grand ^^laster of Montreal, dated the 
iSth May, 1856, (the Grand Master read the communication, which referred 
to a previous one in November. If a communication had been made in No- 
vember last it had been mislaid, and had never come to his knowledge; a 
duplicate of that letter hiid, however, since been received, (letter, dated 12th 
November, 1855, was then read). Now he thought that was a confirmation, 
if any had been wanting, of the reports which had previouslj^ reached him, of 
the difference of f^pinion existing in Canada, and of the large number of iSla- 
sons who desired to adhere to the Grand Lodge of England in contradistinc- 
tion to the rebellious brethren (hear), he would repeat the term rebellious 
brethren, who would throw off their allegiance from the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land and form thetnselves without authority into an independent body. If 
they wished not to be rebellious let them return their Warrants, but whilst they 
acted, and worked, and initiated Masons under the Warrant of the Grand Lodge 
of England, was it not rebellious to say they throw off their allegiance to the 
Parent Lodge. He wished to do every justice to the Canadian Lodges, and 
that their claims, as well as those of all Colonial Lodges, should be fairly and 
fully considered, but it was not his intention to be coerced by a section of 
Canadian Brethren into taking a hasty or ill-advised course. He was fully 
determined to take their grievances into consideration, and, in order to do 
that, he should call in the advice of some of his Brethren, Pie would take 
this opportunity of stating that a Petition had been brought to him that 
morning from New South Wales, by the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 
with whom he had had a long interview, and fully explained to him his view 
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of the state of the Lodges in Australia, and he beHeved the Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master had left hini perfectly satisfied. The Provincial Grand Lodges 
of Austraha, Canada, and the Colonies should have his best consideration, and 
he trusted to be able before a very long period, but not hastily, to lay before 
the Grand Lodge a plan which he hoped would be satisfactory to all those 
Grand Lodges, and which would get rid of complaints. He thought it better 
at present not to pledge himself, or to hint at the plan, but he trusted he would 
be able to submit a scheme which would remedy the inconveniences, without 
in any way interfering with the rights or the Grand Master, and without mak- 
ing any fundamental alteration in the Laws of the Constitution of the Order. 
The Lodges of India would, of course, form part of the scheme, although he 
had not received any complaint from that quarter; on the contrary, he be- 
lieved they were extremely well disposed to the Grand Lodge of Kngland, 
and above all things, were adverse to separate themselves from their Parent 
Grand Lodge. He was well aware that he had spoken with some warmth, 
but if he had said anything offensive to any Brother, he was extremely sorry 
for it/' 

Bro. Portal expressed his satisfaction with what had fallen from the 
G. AL, and gave notice of motion for next Grand Lodge, expressing the deep 
regret of its members that so little attention had been paid to the communi- 
cations from Canada in the G. See's Office, that they had been allowed to 
remain unan severed for a space of two years. 

Bro. Ha\'ers denied the right of Bro. Portal to give notice of motion in 
Grand Lodge. It must be done at the Board of Masters. 

Bro. Portal stated the same course had been pursued on previous occa- 
sions. 

" Bro. Dobie objected to the motion, it being a censure on the G. M. 

The AI. W. G. AI. said that the notice of motion must be given at the 
Board of blasters, and he trusted it would be so given, for the resolution now 
proposed could only be regarded as a censure on his conduct as G. M., and 
he hoped the Bretliren would know how to treat it. 

It being now past eleven. Grand Lodge adjourned, without even the 
reports from the Board of Benevolence and General Purposes being brought 
under consideration/' 

]M€anwhile, the subject of Canada was more than an ordinary 
live issue among; Knglish Alasons. The quarterly meeting of ( irand 
Lodge was awaited with some anxiety and not a little curiosity, for 
the arbitrary action of the Grand blaster at the last meeting had cut 
to the quick the friends of Canada in the Grand Lodge at London. 

Every point had been well taken and care had been exercised 
that there might be no miscarriage in the procedure, so when at the 
quarterly connnunication of the Grand Lodge of England, held 3rd 
September, 1856, the Canadian c[uestion came up for discussion, 

The Rev. Bro. Portal asked when would be the proper time to present 
petition relative to the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada." 

The acting Grand Master said that a communication from the Earl of 
Zetland, the Grand ^Master, would have precedence of everything else. The 
Grand Master was unable to be present and Bro. Lewis, Provincial Grand 
Master for Sumatra, being the oldest P. G. M. present, presided. 

The communication received was signed Zetland, G. M.," and was as 
follows : — 

To the United Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons: 

Representations having been made to me, by memorial and otherwise, 
from Lodges and Brethren in some of the colonies, as to the great incon- 
venience experienced by them owing to the inevitable delay in obtaining Grand 
Lodge certificates, which occupies in some cases twelve months, while the 
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l>aymeats required amount to a considerable sum; and further, some thinking 
that the interests of the Craft in such colonies would be greatly promoted ii 
power were given to them to nominate, at stated periods, their awn Prov, 
Grand Masters, subject to the approval of the Grand Master: 

The Grand Master has taken these several matters into his considera- 
tion, and, after the most mature deliberation, is of opinion that some reme- 
dies ought to be applied to meet the alleged inconveniences. It is, however, 
proper here to observe, that the Grand Master feels the force of the allegation 
that these difficulties are experienced by all Lodges in the British colonies 
and settlements, as well as in foreign parts; and he is therefore desirous that 
some regulations should be made to remove the difficulty, and to extend relief 
to all distant Lodges. The Grand Master therefore recommends, and submits 
to the consideration and decision of Grand Lodge the following plan and 
suggestions for alterations to be made in the laws of Supreme Grand Lodge, 
as will embrace and effect the objects he proposes: — 

'* That the registration fee of every duly initiated Brother be 7s. 6d., w^hich 
sum will entitle the Brother to a Grand Lodge certificate. The registration 
fee for Brethren joining one Lodge from another, to remain 2s. 6d., as at 
present, unless that Brother require a Grand Lodge certificate, in which case 
the fee will be 7s. 6d. 

*' That each Lodge should make a return to Grand Lodge annually to- 
gether with the amount of the dues payable thereon, unless there be a Prov. 
Grand Master for the district, in which case the returns and payments shall 
be made to him, or to such person as he may direct, he being responsible for 
the remittance of the same to the Grand Lodge of London. 

That the Prov. Grand Master shall distribute the Grand Lodge certifi- 
cates, which will be forwarded to him for the purpose in blank. They will be 
filled up in due form, and countersigned by the Prov. Grand Master and Prov. 
Grand Secretary, or in the event of the absence or illness of the Prov. Grand 
Master, by the Dep. Prov. Grand Master in his stead. 

That the returns and paymentsv shall be made to the Prov. Grand Master, 
or to some Brother duly appointed by him, on his behalf, and the Lodge so 
paying shall immediately transmit to the Grand Secretary in London, a dupli- 
cate of such returns, signed by the Worshipful Master, the Secretary, and the 
Treasurer of the Lodge, specifying when, and by whom, and to whom, the 
returns and payments were made, with the names of those to whom the Prov. 
Grand Master has issued Grand Lodge certificates. 

" And further, that the Prov. Grand Master shall, with all reasonable 
expedition, forward to the Grand Secretary all returns received from the 
several Lodges within his province or district, together with the amount of 
the dues, so that the Brethren may be duly registered, and the amounts placed 
to the account of the different Lodges. 

That as, on account of the distance of many of the Prov. Grand Lodges 
from London, it is impossible that the Grand Lodge can be aware of their 
proceedings, and the Grand IXIaster requires that every third year an account 
shall be rendered to him, detailing their proceedings and transactions, with a 
view of determining whether the interests of the Craft would be best promoted 
by the continuance in office of the Prov. Grand Master, should he be willing 
to do so, and the decision of the Grand Master will be communicated to the 
Prov. Grand Master, the Dep. Prov. Grand Master or the Prov. Grand Secre- 
tary,^ for the information of the Prov. Grand Lodge. No new fees will bo 
required on these occasions. 

By these means the Grand Master hopes that the good understanding 
so necessary to be preserved between the Prov. Grand Master and the Lodges 
under his jurisdiction, will be promoted, and the unity of the Craft main- 
tained. 

"With the view of providing for the event of the Prov. Grand Master's 
death, the Grand Master will deliver to each Province such a document as 


lilSTOKV Ot" FRHEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


will empower the Dep. Prov. Grand Master to preside and act for such a limited 
period as will permit of a successor bein^r appointed, or any otlier necessary 
steps being taken." 

The communication closed with a list of the clauses of the constitution 
which it was proposed to amend, so as to meet the suggestions of the Grand 
Master. 

The Grand Secretary then said: Before any proposition is made on this 
subject, I may be permitted to comply with the Grand ^viaster's wish, and just 
explain his views on some points. Some of the Prov. Grand Lodges wish to 
elect their own Prov. Grand Masters; Lord Zetland had already stated his views 
upon that subject, and informed us that he could not give his consent to such 
an alteration of the laws; but so far as he understands the complaints, many of 
them are founded on the difficulty they have in Prov. Grand Lodges of ex- 
ercising* any control; if the Prov. Grand Master chooses to be dominant, the 
Prov. Grand Lodge has little opportunity, if any, of getting what they consider 
right done to them. The Grand Master therefore states that he will require 
from all distant Prov. Grand Lodges, at least once every three years, or oftener 
if desired, a detailed account of their proceedings, and that he will also require 
from the Prov. Grand blaster a detailed account of what he has done during 
the period. The object of the Grand blaster is, that if the Prov. Grand Lodge 
have any grievances between themselves and the Prov. Grand Master, it should 
be competent for them to enter into the subject, and to record upon their 
minutes anything which they consider ought to be communicated to the 
Grand Master, in order that he may exercise the power he possesses of re- 
moving a Prov. Grand Master, if it appears that it would be for the benefit of 
the Craft for him to do so. But inasmuch as the Prov. Grand Master is sup- 
posed to be present at the Provincial Grand Lodge, either personally or by 
deputy, he would be informed of all their proceedings; and the Grand Mastei 
required from him also a detailed account of all that he shall have done during 
the preceding period, so that he will have an opportunity of answering anv 
observation made in the resolutions passed by the Prov. Grand Lodge; and the 
Grand Master thinks that that will be such a check, and will give such an 
absolute controlHng power to the Prov, Grand Master, so that they might 
come under his consideration, and he remove the Prov, Grand IXIaster if 
desirable. Within six months of the receipt of these reports, he will com- 
municate his decision to the Prov. Grand Secretary, and take such steps as* 
appear to be necessary, both with respect to the Prov. Grand Master and the 
Prov. Grand Lodge. There are doubtless some who wish for the power of 
electing their own Prov. Grand Master; and it would create great dissension 
and ill feeling in various parts of the globe to make the Prov. Grand Masters 
elective. 

Bro. Col. Burlton, Past Prov. Grand Master of Bombay, here interrupted 
the Grand Secretary, and asked if there w^as any motion before the chair. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon said the communication which had been read 
from the M, W. the Grand Master consisted of two parts; the one referred to 
money matters, and the other to the Prov. Grand Masters. He wished to call 
the attention of Grand Lodge to one of these questions, and to raise a discus- 
sion upon it. 

The Grand IMaster: Any communication of this kind from the Grand 
Master is placed before the Grand Lodge as a matter of course, and the alter- 
ations therein proposed to be made will now be put as substantive motions. 

Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal said, that what the Earl of Carnarvon wanted 
to know was, whether Grand Lodge would have an opportunity of expressing 
an opinion upon that portion of the Grand IMastcr's communication which 
was not referred to in the resolutions about to be submitted. 

The Grand iVIaster: I am only here to control the order of your pro- 
ceedings. The Grand Master has stated his views; as a matter of course, they 
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will be recorded as a portion of our proceedings. On that subject we can 
have no discussion. I have had the honor now of belonging to this Grand 
Lodge thirty-five years, and till the last three years I have regularly attended. 
This has always been our rule. There has never been a discussion on the 
communication of the Grand Masters. 

Br(/. White, the Grand Secretary, then proposed a series of resolutions, 
the subject of which was to give effect to the propositions by the M. W. the 
Grand Master, as set forth in the statement read. 

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon said: I have listened with deep attention to 
the specific motion which has been formulated out of the communication of 
the IM, W. the Grand Master. I shall be happy to vote for it, provided always 
that we have subsequently a vote taken upon the other part of it, which relates 
to the Prov. Grand Masters (Hear, hear.) I concur in what I will call the 
money clauses — all those which relate to alterations to be made in the Book 
of Constitutions; but I shall feel it my duty to lay before the Grand Lodge 
my serious objections to that part of the propositions which relates to the 
Prov. Grand Masters, I, ask. therefore, if we shall take a second motion on 
the communication as a whole, as to whether or not it shall be entered on the 
minutes ? 

The Grand Master: Any communication from the Grand Master must 
be recorded upon your minutes. That has always been the course hitherto 
pursued. 

The Rev. Bro. Portal called the attention of the chair to the fact that the 
Grand Master recommended and submitted *' his statement to the con- 
sideration and decision of Grand Lodge." These were the Grand Master's 
own words. (Hear, hear, and applavise.) Yet they were told by the repre- 
sentative of the Grand Master on the present occasion that they were not to 
be allowed to consider and decide. (Hear, hear.) 

The Grand Master: We are not discussing what shall be done with respect 
to the Prov, Grand Master question; that subject is not before us in the sub- 
stantive motion which has been put. 

The Karl of Carnarvon: I am compelled then to raise the discussion in 
a manner in which I did not desire to do it, sooner than permit the subject to 
pass away unnoticed and without discussion. 

Col, Burlton here rose amidst loud cries of Carnarvon, Carnarvon," and 
said that a higlier authority than the Grand Master, viz. the Grand Lodge itself, 
had appointed a committee for the express purpose of inquiring into the expedi- 
ency of forming a body to whom all letters and correspondence relative to colo- 
nial matters should be submitted for consideration. That committee assembled 
several times, and had made its reports, whicli should have been communicated 
to Grand Lodge in June last. Great discontent prevailed on the subject, and 
he thought that report ought certainly to be read before any resolution on the 
question was agreed to by Grand Lodge. (Hear, hear.) He wished the 
Brethren to recollect that the colonial Lodges were not so much dissatisfied 
with the /s. 6d., or even with the return they were called upon to make; what 
the^ were justly indignant about was, that they received no replies whatever 
unnoticed for years and years. (Hear, hear, and cries of '* Shame. '*> Some 
unnoticed for years and years. (Hear, hear, and cries of " Shame.") Some 
had gone unnoticed for ten >ears to his knowledge, ('* Shame, shame.") It 
was to remedy this state of things that the committee was appointed, and as 
they had gone carefully into the matter, it was right that their opinions should 
be heard. (Applause.) He concluded by an aniendment to that effect. 

Bro. Bagshaw, Prov. Grand Master for Kssex, seconded the motion. He 
was quite satisfied that the success of the Craft in the colonics depended upon 
the confirmation of the recommendation of that communication, and he there- 
fore seconded the amendment most cordially. 

Bro. Jennings said that what the M. W. the Grand Master communicated 
to them became matter of record. With his prerogative they could not in- 
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teifere. That which was submitted as an alteration in the law was alone a tit 
subject for their discussion. All that the Grand Master promulgated as law 
i. ey had a right to discuss, but that which he communicated as a simple state- 
K.eni of his views they had no right to discuss. 

Bro. the Hon. George C. Anderson, Prov. Grand Master for the Bahamas, 
said he felt, for his part, that a debt of gratitude was due to the Grand Master 
for the attention he had paid to colonial matters, and he regretted therefore 
that such an amendment should have been made. He had no doubt that the 
report would show that their interests had been attended to. C* Oh, oh," and 
laughter.) At any rate he thought that such a report should not take the pre- 
cedence of the Grand blaster. The proposition to give the Prov. Grand 
Master power of signing the certificates would be a great boon, as it some- 
times took twelve months to get them from Grand Lodge, and in the mean- 
while the Brethren initiated had left the colony, and often had gone no one 
knew^ whither. 

Bro. Bagshaw, Prov. Grand Master of Essex, said the committee referred 
to was composed largely of brethren who had had considerable colonikl ex- 
perience in Canada and the West Indies; and while he had the highest respect 
for the M. W. the Grand Master, he felt that the committee so constituted 
and so appointed ought to be heard from before even a resolution from the 
M. W. the Grand Master. That committee had the confidence of Grand 
Lodge, and it had made suggestions of an important character, and no altera- 
tion in the laws of Freemasonry on the colonial question ought to be made 
without their opinion being first heard. (Hear, hear.) 

Bro. Col. Burlton said it was not the 7s. 6d., or the certificates, but the 
silent contempt wdth which colonial brethren were treated which had led to 
the dissatisfaction. Ten years ago in Bengal, when he was Prov. Grand Master 
there, he suspended a brother from his Masonic rights and privileges. The 
brother appealed against his decision, and he sent that appeal home ten year^ 
ago, and it had never been answered yet. (Loud cries of *^ Shame, shame,'* 
and other marks of disapprobation.) 

The feelings of the brethren were very much excited at these statements 
with respect to the inattention in the Grand Secretary's office, and when the 
amendment was put, after some further discussion, it was carried, amidst loud 
cheers, by an overwhelming majority. 

The Rev. Bro. Portal asked, if it were lawful for him to move that the 
report of the Colonial Committee be now read. 

The Grand Master: Certainly not. Brother." 

The action of Bro. Portal, who was seconded in his efforts by 
the Karl of Carnarvon, as well as the words of Bro. Burlton, show 
that the majority of Grand Lodge did not agree with the system of 
business carried on by the Grand Lodge officials. 

At an adjourned meeting of the Grand Lodge of England held 
on October ist, 1856, after an elaborate discussion as to '' whether 
Grand Lodge could adjourn the colonial question came up again. 
The following is a verbatim report of the proceedings from the 
Freemasons' Magazine/' London, of November, 1856: 

Bro. Col. Burlton resumed the business at the point at which it left off last 
Grand Lodge. He moved that the Report of the Colonial Committee (read at 
last Grand I^odge, and given verbatim in the last number of the Freemasons' 
Magazine) be received. 

There was here a little ebullition of the excitement, which seemed to bt 
but imperfectly allayed. 

The Rev. Bro. Lyall said that before the business proceeded they ought 
to demand an explanation from the Grand Chaplain for his insulting conduct 
towards them (Bro. Portal and his friends). He ought to be called upon to 
make an apology. (Hear, hear, and renewed confusion.) 
48a 
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The Rev. Bro. Portal seconded Bro. Burlton's motion, and said: " In 
seconding: the adoption of this report, there is only one alteration which I 
should wish to see made. I don't think the board should be elected at the 
same time as the Board of General Purposes. (Hear, hear.) Instead of 

September, therefore, it would be better to say 

Grand blaster: "The Brother cannot second a resolution and move an 
amendment upon it at the same time." (Hear, hear.) 

Bro. Portal: Well, then, I shall content myself with throwing out this 
as a suggestion, and if any brother moves it as an amendment, it will not be 
objected to. I am sorry that some of the brethren should have withdrawn 
from Grand Lodge, as if the acting Grand Master were not a proper represen- 
tative of the M. W. the Grand Master, when absent, which is often the case. 
(Hear, hear.) There is no use in denying the fact, that the Canadian petition 
was for three years unattended to. (Hear, hear, and loud cries of Shame, 
shame.") The Grand Lodge, as a whole, would suffer in case the Canadians 
should rebel, and that will certainly be the result unless something be done, 
(Hear, hear.) If you carry this proposition, such a case as that of our Cana- 
dian brethren can never occur again, as you will see what documents are sent 
from time to time, and will have opportunities for making motions thereon. 
Here we have the Canadian Lodges driven to rebellion. I maintain that the 
Grand Master, Grand Secretary, Grand Registrar, and whoever you like, are 
nothing more than our officers (hear), to carry on our business (hear), the 
business of Grand Lodge, and not their own business. (Hear, hear.) We 
have a right to know what that business is, as it interests us far more than it 
can interest them. We recommend that this business should pass through the 
hands of this committee, and then you will see whether it is managed or mis- 
managed." (Hear, hear.) 

Bro. Gole attempted to speak, but was received with impatient noises and 
interruption, and cries of " Question, question." He would say a few words 
by way of introdviction. (Cries of " We have had introduction enough," and 
laughter.) He wished to light the calumet of peace. (Hear, hear, and laugh- 
ter.) The brother appeared to be desirous of reopening the question as to the 
legality of the Lodge, but the Grand Lodge would not permit him. 

Bro. Percy Wells, after some discussion, rose to order, and invited the 
Grand Master and the brethren to come and see how he presided over 
his Lodge, which, he assured them, he did in a most efficient manner, com- 
bining temperance with firmness. He invited the brethren to come and judge 
for themselves, amidst laughter and cheers. He asked, in conclusion, whether 
there was any motion before the Lodge, and if so, whether it was to be per- 
mitted to go on? 

The Grand Master said he did not know whether there was any motion 
before the Lodge; if there was, he had not heard it. (Laughter and cheers.) 
The motion was then carried. 

The question of the Canadian lodges again came tip for discus- 
sion under the head of 

THE GRAND MASTER'S COMMUNICATION. 

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon said: ''Right Worshipful Sir, the motion 
which I have now to propose, follows, as a natural consequence, that which 
has preceded it. My motion is, to refer the communication of the M. W. the 
Grand Master to the Board which you have just appointed. (Hear, hear.) 
If the members of that Board are men of experience and judgment, as we 
believe them to be, the matter cannot be placed in better hands. Indeed, the 
brethren, really, have only two alternatives which they can adopt. You must 
either deal with this communication from the Grand Master now. in whatever 
way seems good to you. or refer it to that committee; but I believe, myself, 
that it would be far easier, far pleasanter to the Grand Lodge, to avoid the 
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unsatisfactory task of dealing with the communication now, by referring it to 
the Colonial Board which has just been appointed. In fact, I think, it would 
be best to do so under any circumstances. Let it be understood by the Grand 
Lodge that they are responsible for the issue of this letter; for the Grand 
Master, in language too emphatic to be misunderstood — in language which 
I wish the Grand Lodge attentively to consider — has told us that he himself 
!iow submits his communications to us to * consider and decide/ Therefore, 
up to this time, the Grand Master has managed the matter himself; but, for 
the future, with you rests the responsibility. (Hear, hear.) It is cast entirely 
upon your shoulders (hear, hear), and I implore you not to arrive at any con- 
clusion of which your judgment does not fully approve. I don't like to go 
back into the past. (Hear, hear.) The references which have already been 
made have excited feelings which I have regretted to see displayed, feelings of 
a character anything but pleasant. I shall not recapitulate the stages by which 
we have arrived at the present unhappy state of affairs; I have no wish to tres- 
pass on the time of the Grand Lodge, and I shall therefore shorten the matter 
as far as possible. In 1853, we find the first evidence of any discontent in Canada. 
The Canadian Lodges had a conference at Hamilton, at which they stated their 
grievances and complaints, in a petition which was forwarded to Kngland; it 
bewailed the want of harmony in the Canadian Lodges, the irregularity of 
communications between Kngland and Canada, and last, but not least, 
the unsatisfactory position of the Prov. Grand Master. This, in fact, was the 
principal complaint. They complained of the position of the Prov. Grand Mas- 
ter as part and parcel of the whole system of nomineeism, which they described 
as distasteful to them. They complained that he was holding an irresponsible 
position, and that they had neither a concurrent voice in the management of 
the affairs, nor any check upon his proceedings. (Hear,) No notice what'* 
ever was taken of this communication. They met again, and embodied their 
grievances in a set of resolutions. What became of those resolutions, 1 ask. 
It is sufficient to say that there was no reply. (Cries of " Shame.") Now, 
brethren, can you wonder that as time flew in a manner little reckoned of by. 
us in England, it was counted by days and weeks in Canada? Years elapsed — 
three years, three long years — and yet the Canadian communication was un- 
attended to, and even unacknowledged, and now, who can wonder that hope 
deferred produced its natural results? Do you wonder that such neglect 
ripened into bitter fruit the seeds of discontent which had been sown? (Loud 
cries of No.'') Only look at the consequences. It has at last, with a pre- 
cipitancy which I cannot but deplore, that finding they could not obtain relief 
from England, some of the Canadian lodges seceded, and perhaps they will 
never be reunited to those under our jurisdiction. But there are others who 
have remained true and faithful to their allegiance. (Cheers.) I wish, indeed, 
and strongly do I feel it, and I hope my appeal may be heard across the At- 
lantic, when I express my unfeigned respect and sympathy for those who, 
despite of the dif;appointments which they met with in England, despite of all 
the glitter and temptation of a species of independency and false ambition, have 
been contented to remain true to themselves, true to us, and true to the obliga- 
tions of their Masonic allegiance. (Loud cheers.) There is a better way of 
thanking them than in mere words for their actions. It is reasonable to sup- 
pose that men who have shown such consistency and firmness will not be 
persons likely to insist upon claims which are unjust and unreasonable in their 
nature. In 1853 — I leave out minor matters for the present — they contended 
for the free and absolute right of electing their Provincial Grand Master. 
Now, I candidly admit, that on this point I could not concur with them. I 
think it would lead rather to alienation; but there are many steps between 
taking no notice whatever of their complaints, and granting them everything 
they asked. (Hear). No notice whatever was taken of them till a few months 
ago, when a member of the Grand Lodge, who had shown the greatest ability 
in these matters, I mean Bro. Portal (loud cheers), brought forward the sub- 
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ject by a motion in the Quarterly Communication, in which he proposed that 
the Canadian Lodges should elect two candidates for the Prov. Grand Master, 
and send them to the M. W. the Grand Master, in order that he might select 
one of them. The Canadian Lodges met and agreed to this in the following 
resolution : — 

* That this Grand Lodge heartily approves of the principle contained in 
the said intended motion, and would respectfully, but strongly, urge its adop- 
tion by the Grand Lodge of England, satisfied as they are — (mark the words) — 
that wide-spread dissatisfaction, resulting in disastrous consequences to the 
peace and prosperity of the fraternity in Canada, will follow, should immedi- 
ate action on their just complaints be longer delayed; — that this Grand Lodge 
would suggest that the said resolution be modified so as to provide that the 
election of the Grand Master can be made by this Grand Lodge, with this 
proviso — that if disallowed by the Grand Lodge of England within six months 
after it shall have taken place, it shall be void, but otherwise have full force 
and effect.' 

Such is the language of the men who have played the temperate part 
which I have described. I ask you, brethren, is it the language of men waver- 
ing and uncertain in their opinions? I fear very much the results, should we 
come this evening to a wrong and unsatisfactory conclusion. I entertain the 
greatest apprehension as to the news which the next Canadian packet may 
bring us; it may be said, you have a communication from the Gr^md Master, 
who proposes that henceforth every third year the Provincial Grand Master 
should send in a report, and if that report, under the auspices of the Prov. 
Grand Master, should be unsatisfactory, that it should then be competent to 
the Grand Master to depose the Prov. Grand Master. But this proposal 
gives no new power to the Prov. Grand Master. He can at present send 
his reports, not every third year, but whenever he likes. It is also, at present, 
in the power of the Grand Master to depose the Prov. Grand Master when- 
ever he may think proper to do so. What improvement, therefore, I ask, 
would be effected by the Grand Master's proposition? What further indepen- 
dence or self-government would it confer upon the Colonies? I answer none. 
rLoud applause.) The only leception which such a proposition could meet 
with in Canada would be scorn and irritation. (Hear, hear.) We have heard 
of men slumbering while an earthquake was raging around them. Four years 
ago there was a cloud significantly ominous, although, at the time, perhaps, 
not larger than a man's hand. One single temperate despatch would have 
prevented the coming tempest. But no notice whatever was taken of it. Oui 
officials went slumbering on from year to year. At length the storm arose 
which had been heralded by so many warnings; and the Canadian lodges burst 
forth into open secession. For one whole year these slumbers still continued, 
and no notice whatever was taken even of the secession, — ^no motion was 
brought forward; no change of policy or principles was announced, and when 
independent brethren made motions of a remedial character, they were stifled 
under the pretence that an ancient landmark of the Order was attempted to 
be obliterated. (Hear, hear.) A Grand Lodge was attempted to be coerced 
by an overbearing temper and domineer. (Loud cheers.) I have said too 
much perhaps. (No, no.) One word more on the broad principles which 1 
wish to see adopted in our colonial policy. It is the greatest mistake in the 
world to confound quantity with quality. Let us never suppose that extent of 
dominion is any real test of power. Extent of dominion is no test of real 
prosperity, unless accompanied by a living spirit, breathing from the inmost 
centre to the utmost extremity. (Loud cheers.) The great secret of govern- 
ment is. that the main body shall only attempt those duties which it is com- 
petent to perform. For instance, no man in this room is more deeply im- 
pressed than I am with the necessity of maintaining the due dependence and 
allegiance of the Canadian Lodges to the Grand Lodge of England. I wish 
to see the Grand Lodge the fountain of appeal — the sole arbiter; and I wish to 
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see all the allegiance due to the Grand I.odgc preserved; but I would utterly 
surrender to tlie Prov. Grand Master all the minutiae of local business. 
(Hear, hear.) You will have to look longer for a body of men who will unite 
those qualities which will enable them to take a broad view of questions of 
policy necessary here at home, and to control the thousand and one details ol 
local administration. (Hear, hear.) What I mean to say is. maintain their 
allegiance, and leave the local business under their own control. Make them 
your friends, and do not seek to alienate them; attempt not to debase them 
into the condition of slaves. (Loud cheers.) There are two principles of 
government — compulsion and persuasion. Compulsion is idle for us to talk 
of, and it is irritating to them; persuasion is a legitimate weapon; it will not 
break in your grasp, because it is a well-tempered blade, on which is engraven 
the talismanic characters of ' Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.' (Loud 
cheers.) There is a third course which stares one like a phantom in the face. 
I protest against your standing with folded arms while the stately fabric falls 
to pieces, (Hear, hear.) Better have an indiflferent policy than none at all. 
(Loud cheers). Better have any principles than be like the mastless vessel 
before the storm — 

** Come it slow or come it fast. 
This is the fate must come at last/* 
^Take up your minds to it. Do not deceive yourselves. Be not satisfied with 
closing your eyes; look at the breakers that appear ahead, and seek riot to 
escape your impending destiny by ignoring this difficulty, for you can never 
shelve it. (Loud cheers.) The sands of your hour-glass are running low; 
the time for deliberation has passed away, and the time for action has fully 
come. There stands the forms of the good and of the evil genius of this great 
Order, as it were, upon our very threshold, with the emblems of ascending 
prosperity, and of hopeless irremediable decay. Both are offered to you. 
Which will you accept? It can only be done by free speaking and free diii- 
cussion. Let us do away for ever with that mistaken policy which would pre- 
vent us from discussing here those great and important topics which are 
nearest to our hearts, and which we so freely canvass elsewhere. (Loud ap- 
plause.) I would say, it is unjust to us and to our Canadian brethren 
that there should be a reserve between us and our authorities; it is ruinous 
to the best interests of the Craft, and, if persisted in, will be fatal to the good 
understanding between those who sit upon the dais and those who are in the 
body of the hall. (Hear, hear.) Therefore I move. Right Worshipful Sir, 
that the communication of the M. W. Grand Master be referred to the Colonial 
Board, to consider, and report upon at our quarterly meeting in December. 
I move, also, that the report be printed and distributed amongst the brethren 
at their entrance to the Grand Lodge, and that the Grand Lodge considers 
that no scheme wnll be satisfactory which fails to approve of the Colonial 
brethren having a voice in the appointment of the Prov. Grand Master." (The 
noble Lord resumed his seat amidst loud applause.) 

Bro. H. G. Warren, P.M., No. 202, seconded the motion and said that 
he thought they would not be acting in justice towards the committee which 
they had just appointed, if they did not refer this matter to them; if they re- 
fused to pass the present or some similar resolution, they would stultify all 
their previous proceedings, and it was, therefore, with the greatest pleasure 
that he seconded the motion. (Loud cries of " Divide, divide.") 

The Chairman then put the motion, which was carried unanimously. 
This discussion at the quarterly comnninication in September of 
i8c;6, had reached Canada just prior to the meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge. To sav that it roused feehngs of indignation is to 
put it mildlv. The brethren of tlie Provincial Grand Lodge were up 
in arms, while those of the Grand Lodee of Canada were pleased that 
they were bevond the reach of dictation by a sviperior body. 
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CHAPTKR CIX. 

The First Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, Hamilton, qth July, 1856. — The Numbering 
OF Lodges and the .Formation of Districts. 

A year had not elapsed before the brethren of the recently formed 
Grand Lodg-e of Canada realized that their governing body was some- 
thing more than a mere name, and that, as a sovereign body, they had 
assumed an importance in the Masonic world, not transient but per- 
manent. During the year the prospects of the new organization were 
canvassed. The rival body, under the obedience of the Grand Lodge 
of England, felt that its power had not been strengthened by the move. 

The Grand Lodge of Canada had at the outset prepared a state- 
ment of its case, which had been forwarded to the Grand Lodge of 
England. Other foreign jurisdictions were also notified and every 
legitimate means taken to inform and clarify the Craft mind on both 
continents of the action and intention of the newly-formed Canadian 
Grand Lodge. 

England, with an apathy at that period characteristic, failed even 
to acknowledge the receipt of the formal communication. The Grand 
Master of New Vork hurled thoughtless anathemas against the breth- 
ren who had dared to do as New York had done seventy-five years 
before in asserting its independence, while the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West issued a circular, which could not have com- 
mended itself to brethren desirous of adhering closely to statements 
actually on record and stamped with the imprint of truth. 

No brother can justly appreciate the position occupied by the 
Grand Lodge in the early years of its career. No body of men ever 
deserved more kindly consideration at the hands of their brethren 
than those who manfully endeavored to free themselves from the 
triple bonds, which more than figuratively tightened as the efforts 
for freedom in Craft government were made. 

The first Annual Communication was held in the Masonic Hall 
at Haniilton on the 9th July, 1856, in the hall on the south-west corner 
of Main and Hughson streets, in which the Convention had met in 
Thirty-three lodges were represented, of which twentv-four 
were regularly warranted and eleven were under dispensation, five of 
the former and five of the latter being represented by proxy. Includ- 
ing the Grand Master and the Grand Tvler, there were fiYtv-one re- 
presentatives present. Neither the Grand Master nor the Grand 
Tyler seems to have been taken into consideration bv the Committee 
on Credentials: 

As this was the first annual Communication after reorganization, 
the names of those present and the lodges represented are given: 

GRAND OFFICERS. 
The Most Worshipful Bro. W. Mercer Wilson, Grand Master, 

ON THE Throne. 
R. W. Bro. A. Bernard, Deputy Grand Master. 
R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, D. D. G. M., Western District. 
R. W. Bro. W. B. Simpson, D. D. G. M., Central District. 
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V. W. Bro. Charles Magill, as Grand Senior Warden. 
R. W. Bro. James Daniell, Grand Junior Warden. 
R. W. Bro. Rev. Dr. Lundy, Grand Chaplain. 
R. W. Bro. Wm. Bellhouse, Grand Treasurer. 
R. W. Bro. Thomas B. Harris, Grand Secretary. 
V. W. Bro, G. L. Allen, Grand Senior Deacon. 
V. W, Bro. Henry Crouse, as Grand Junior Deacon. 
V. W. Bro. Dr. Thomas Duggan, Grand Supt. oi Works. 
V. W. Bro. John Osborne, Grand Dir. of Ceremonies. 
W. Bro. J. H. Isaacson, Asst. Grand Secretary. 
V. W. Bro. W. T. Thomas, as Grand Din of Ceremonies. 
V. W. Bro. J. W. Powell, Grand Pursuivant. 
Bro. John Morrison, Grand Tyler. 

Past Masters — W. Bro. Geo. Powell, W. Bro. John W. Baine, W. Bro. 
Hiram Fulford, V. W. Bro. Charles Magill, R. W. Bro. W. B. Simpson, R. W. 
Bro. W. C. Stephens, R. W. Bro. James Daniell, R. B. Bro. Thos. B. Harris, 
W. Bro. A. S. Abbott, W. Bro. Elisha Gustin, W. Bro. Joseph F. Rolfe, W. 
Bro. David Brown, W. Bro. Geo. Duncan, R. W. Bro. Rev. F. J. Lundy, W. 
Bro. Joseph Cornick, R. W. Bro. Wm. Bellhouse, W. Bro. Thos. Fletcher, W. 
Bro. H. B. Bull, R. W. Bro. A. Bernard. 

The Committee on Credentials reported the follov^ing repre- 
sentatives of regularly chartered lodges present, also the officers of 
the undermentioned lodges under dispensation, whom they recom- 
mended to be admitted and allowed to take part in the proceedings 
of the Grand Lodge: 

Norfolk Lodge, Simcoe — W. Bro. H. Crouse, W. Bro. G. W. Powell, 
P. M. 

Sussex Lodge, Brockville — W. Bro. Samuel Ross, W.M.; W. Bro. H. 
Fulford, P.M.; W. Bro. W. B. Simpson, P.M. 

Prince Edward's Lodge, Picton — W. Bro. David Barker, W.M. 

St. John's Lodge, London — W. Bro. James Mof¥att, W.M.; Bro. A. S. 
Abbott, S,W. ; Bro. W. Daniell, J. W. ; W. Bro. Joseph F. Rolfe, P.M.; W. 
Bro. James Daniell, GJ.W., P.M. 

Great Western Lodge, Windsor — W. Bro. George Duncan, P.M. 

Thistle Lodge, Amherstburg — W. Bro. William Bungway, W,M.; Bro. 
George Gott, J.W. 

Wellington Lodge, Dunnville — W. Bro. D. Mclndoe, W.M.; Bro. D, 
McSwain, S.W. 

St. John's Lodge, Cayuga — Bro. John Robert Carroll, S.W. 

St. George's Lodge, St. Catharines — W. Bro. Thomas Fletcher, P.M. 

Harmony Lodge, Binbrook — W. Bro. Jeremiah Taylor, W.M. ; Bro. John 
Brown, S.W. 

St. George's Lodge, Montreal — W. Bro. A. Bernard, D.G.M., P.M. 

Lodge of Military and Social Virtues, Montreal — W. Bro. A. Bernard, 
D.G.M. (proxy for W. M.). 

Zetland Lodge, Montreal — W. Bro. John H. Isaacson, Asst. G. Sec, 
W.M.; Bro. William Bellhouse, G. Treas., P.M. 

St. John's Lodge, Hamilton — ^W. Bro. John F. McCuaig, W.M.; W. Bro. 
John W. Baine, P.M.; Bro. W. T. Thomas, G. Organist, J.W. 

Barton Lodge, Hamilton— W. Bro. H. B. Bull, W.M.; W. Bro. Charles 
Magill, P.M.; Bro. Richard W. Thorne, J.W. 

Acacia Lodge, Hamilton— W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, D.D.G.M., W.M.; 
Bro. Dr. Duggan, G.S. of W., S. W. ; W. Bro. Thos. B. Harris, G. Sec, J. W. 

Golden Rule Lodge, Stanstead — W. Bro. Elisha Gustin, P.M. (Proxy). 

Prevost Lodge, Dunham — W. Bro. David Brown, P.M. (Proxy). 

Union Lodge, Grimsby — W. Bro. J. Wesley Lewis, W.M.; Bro. Andrew 
Randall, S. W. ; W. Bro. Rev. Dr. Lundy, G. Chaplain, P.M. 
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King Solomon's Lodge, Toronto — W. Bro. James E. Smith, W.M.: Bro. 
Joseph A. Fisher, J.W. 

Shefford Lodge, Waterloo — W. Bro. E. Gustin (Proxy for W. M.). 
Vaughan Lodge, Maple — Bro. James Bowman (Proxy for W. M.). 
Brant Lodge, Brantford — Bro, George W. Malloch, S.W. 

LODGES UNDER DISPENSATION. 

St. Andrew's Lodge, Caledorria — W. Bro. Dr. Wm. McPherson, W.M.; 
Bro. William Waugh, S.W. ; Bro. Wm. A. Spooner, J.W. ; W. Bro. Jos. Cor- 
nick, P.M. 

St. John's Lodge, Ingersoll — Bro. John Patterson, S.W. 
King Lodge, King — W. Bro. James Bowman, W.M. 

Kilwinning Lodge, London — W. Bro. William Muir, W.M.; Bro. Donald 
McDonald (Proxy for S. W.) : Bro. Dougald Mclnnes (Proxy for J. W.). 
Alma Lodge, Gait — Bro. Norman Booth, S.W. 

Rehoboam Lodge, Toronto— W. Bro. G. L. Allen, W.M.; Bro. E. R. 
O'Brien. S.W. 

Jacques Cartier Lodge, Montreal — W. Bro. J. H. Isaacson, Asst. G. Sec. 
(Proxy for W. M.). 

St. Francis' Lodge, Melbourne — W. Bro. A. Bernard, D.G.M. (Proxy). 
Victoria Lodge, Sherbrooke. — W. Bro. A. Bernard, D.G.M. (Proxy). 

The minutes of the Convention held on the loth day of October, 
1855, at which the Grand Lodge was established, and on the ^nd 
day of November following, when the Grand Lodge was consecrated 
and the Grand Alaster and the Grand officers installed and invested, 
were read and confirmed. 

The first address of the Grand Master was a careful exposition 
of the Craft situation from the inauguration of the Convention in 
October, 1855. He opened by stating that 

Nine months have passed away since the brethren met in this city in 
solemn convocation, for the purpose of taking into their most serious con- 
sideration the state and requirements of Masonry in this Province; the result 
of their labours was the establishment of the Grand Lodge of Canada. It is 
unnecessary now to refer to the doubts which agitated the minds of the 
brethren as to the necessity and propriety of the step which was ultimately 
decided upon, after a long and anxious discussion on the various important 
points the question involved, and when, after a careful research after prece- 
dents, the light of truth directed us, without violating any of our obligations, 
but acting in strict conformity with the true spirit of them all, to that great 
result which will be remembered with gratitude by all future generations of 
Canadian Freemasons, and looked upon as the dawn of a new era of Masonic 
prosperity in the Province. 

Whilst we have much cause for deep gratitude to T. G. A. O. T. U., for 
the large measure of success that has always rewarded our zealous labours in 
the cause of Masonry, our path has not been free from difficulties and obstacles. 
In both sections of the Province there are same brethren, who, disregarding 
the claims of charity and brotherly love, have aspersed the integrity of our 
motives and sneered at our earnest efforts to advance the interests of our com- 
mon cause, and unmindful alike of justice and truth have characterized us as 
traitors to the Order. But actuated by the true spirit of Masonry which has, 
and I trust ever will, direct the actions of this Grand T^odge, your officers have 
steadily persevered, in the conscientious discharge of the important duties en- 
trusted to them, to remove the unfounded prejudices of the ignorant and to 
correct or to defy the opposition of the violent. The manner in which they 
have performed their arduous duties merits your warmest approval, and T trust 
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that the Lodge will continue to afford them their united and earnest support 
to ensure the permanent prosperity and dignified position of the Grand Lodge' 
There are many matters of interest and importance to be brought before 
you at this Communication, and your prudent action thereon will secure the 
future harmonious working of the Grand Lodge, You are fully alive to the 
necessity of approaching the discussion of those matters in a proper Masonic 
. spirit, keeping prominently in view that the good of the Craft is the object to 
which our efforts are directed; and I feel assured that, however we may in- 
dividually differ in opinion as to the best method to be adopted in order to 
secure that great end, we shall never forget that as brethren it is our special 
duty to work together in harmony, peace and unity." 

The Grand Master then referred to the fact that since the last 
meeting- the constitution had been revised and copies submitted to 
all the lodges. He said he had visited nearly all the lodges in the 
western part of the Province, and had observed with regret a great 
diversity in the working of the various lodges/' and suggested that a 
decision should be arrived at as to which system of work now in 
use shall be permanently adopted/' 

It will be noted that at this time the rititals of England, Ireland 
and Scotland were being worked in the lodges, and that while that of 
England w^as regarded as the standard work, all the lodges felt at 
liberty to follow the work which had been theirs prior to the formation 
of the Grand Lodge. The Grand Master called attention to the work 
of the second degree and the propriety of adding the Mark " degree 
to the Fellow Craft/' for he thought the Mark was not properly a 
part of the ' Arch ' degree/' but of the second degree, and that this 
view was entertained by the Grand Lodge of England and other 
jurisdictions. He referred to the numbering of the lodges as a mat- 
ter of importance and also to the prompt recognition of the Grand 
Lodge by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the first of the foreio-n Grand 
bodies to extend the hand of friendship. He pointed out that 

A number of Grand Lodges in the United States, also, have already, in 
the most fraternal spirit, acknowledged the correctness of our Masonic position, 
whilst a few others have delayed their recognition out of courtesy to the Grand 
Lodge of England, waiting until an opinion had been expressed by that Grand 
Lodge. I am not disposed to condemn the extreme caution exercised by that 
portion of our sfster Grand I^odges in tliis matter, but will merely say that 
whilst the Grand Lodge of England is Tooked up to by Canadian Masons with 
sentiments of the highest respect and regaid. and w^hilst her approval of the 
step we have taken will be hailed by all with delight and satisfaction, we do 
not for a moment admit that her decision in the matter can in any way affect 
the legality of our position. The correctness of our course has been clearly 
demonstrated by many of the most distinguished and best informed of Masonic 
writers and authorities: and although by some parties our proceedings have 
been condemned, I have neither met with nor heard of a single instance in 
which any but worthless and specious arguments have been adduced against 
correctness of our action, or our present constitutional position/' 

M. W. Bro. Wilson in this paragraph clearly enimciattd the posi- 
tion taken by the Grand Lodge, intimating that the course pursued 
M'ovdd not be deviated from. 

Having thus defined the position and determination of the Grand 
Lodge, the Grand Master said: 

" The present meeting of the Grand Lodge has been deferred beyond the 
proper time, in the hope that I should have been able to lay before you the 
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reply of the Grand Lodge of England to our Address. I regret, however, to say 
that up to this time no communication has been received. We must, therefore, 
confidently hope that the true spirit of Masonry, which has ever prominently 
distinguished the Grand Lodge of England, will so direct their counsels at their 
next meeting that they will approve of the action we have taken for the security 
and benefit of the Craft in this Province, reciprocate the sincerely fraternal feel- 
ings we entertain towards them., and recognize with cheerful satisfaction their 
sister Grand Lodge of Canada. I would strongly recommend that until the deci- 
sion of the Grand Lodge of England shall have been received, the course which 
has hitherto been pursued towards the members of those Lodges which have not 
yet affiliated with us should be persevered in, and that we should continue all 
fraternal offices to those brethren whose conscientious scruples have deterred 
them from at once joining us in the establishment of an independent Grand 
Lodge, feeling assured that when the justice of our cause has become fully 
understood the Grand Lodge of Canada will unite under its banner the whole 
Masonic fraternity of the Province." 

Having- disposed of the probable action of the Grand Lodge of 
England, the Grand Master referred to the action of the AL W. the 
Grand Master of New York, who, he stated, stigmatizes us as a 
spurious Grand Lodg-e, and pronounces us schismatic and rebellious." 

M. W. Bro. Wilson, in dealing- with this unfavorable opinion, 

said : 

We have strong reasons for believing that the course taken by Bro. 
Evans was induced by a circular recently issued by the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, wherein it is asserted that the statements contained 
in our Address to Grand Lodges are not borne out by facts, and this charge, or 
rather ingeniously arranged misrepresentation, supported by further misrepre- 
sentations of parties well known to you to be actuated by personal and in- 
terested motives, and to be the agents of the Provincial Grand Lodge, has 
doubtless misled the Grand blaster of New York. I trust we are warranted in 
tRe conclusion that the observations of Bro. Evans were made in ijarnorance 
of the principal facts connected with our recent movement; for it would in- 
deed, be painful to me to adopt the only other alternative and believe that any 
statement of a brother holding the high position of Bro. Evans amongst the 
Masons of New York, could have been made with an utter disregard of truth.'* 

There can be no doubt that the leaders of the Provincial Grand 
Lodg'e stepped rather over the mark in these expressions of opinion 
concerning- the newly-formed Grand Lodge of Canada. M. W. Bro. 
Wilson, in referring to the position taken by the Provincial Grand 
Lodg^e, said: 

The circular of the Provincial Grand Lodge is the first case that has 
come before me of anyone having openly dared to dispute the truth of any 
statement contained in our address, which, with a desire that our case should 
become thoroughly known, was extensively circulated all over this continent. 
The first I knew of the existence of the circular, which appears to have been 
carefully concealed from us, was a few days since, when a distinguished brother, 
a leading member of the Grand Lodge of South CaroHna, informed me that such 
a circular had been addressed to them. Since my arrival in this city a copy 
has been put into my hands, and it will presently be laid before you. Had it 
not been for this evidence, T would not have believed that the ' officers ' who 
still cling to the Provincial Grand Lodge would have descended to calumniate 
our proceedings, whicfi they well know to have been taken on calm reflection 
with strictly conscientious motives, and in perfect accordance with the prin- 
ciples of the constitution of Freemasonry." 
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1 he Grand Master concluded his address by an allusion to a 
visit he had paid to the Grand jurisdiction of Kentucky and the 
assistance he had received during the year from R. W. Bro. Bernard, 
the Deputy Grand Master. 

Of the 41 lodges represented at the Convention, when the Grand 
Lodge of Canada was formed, twenty-four were represented at the 
first annual communication. During the year the Grand Master had 
surveyed the territory, anxiovis, when the opening was favorable, to 
erect new warrants. Up to the date of assembly of this communica- 
tion nine dispensations had been issued to lodges, at Caledonia, 
London (Kilwinning), Toronto (Rehoboam), Melbourne, Montreal, 
L. C. (Jacques Cartier), Ingersoll (St. John's), King, Gait and Sher- 
brooke, L. C. These dispensations were confirmed and warrants 
were ordered to be issued. 

At this session a petition was read from brethren in Kingston 
for a warrant to form a lodge to be called Cataraqui." The peti- 
tion was referred to a committee consisting of R. W. Bros. Bernard 
and Stephens and V. W. Bro. Isaacson, but as the petition had not 
been recommended by a regular lodge, nor the place of meeting 
stated, it was reported against until these omissions had been sup- 
plied, after which a warrant or dispensation should be granted. 

At the evening session of Grand Lodge, the committee, which 
had charge of the revision of the constitution, reported and also the 
next day. Kvery paragraph was considered and discussed. A refer- 
ence to some of the prominent features will be of interest. 

The constitution was built upon the lines laid down in that of 
the United Grand Lodge of England, varied in some particulars to 
suit the requirements of the jurisdiction. 

At the organization of Grand Lodge the jurisdiction was divided 
into three districts, viz.: the Western, Central and Eastern — the West- 
ern comprising that part lying west of Toronto, the Central that 
part east of Toronto to the boundaries of Lower Canada, and the 
Eastern the lodges in Lower Canada. 

This division was found to be unsuitable for such an extensive 
territory, and, consequently, a re-division was made into seven dis- 
tricts, viz.: the London, Hamilton, Toronto, Central, Montreal, East- 
ern Townships and Quebec, comprising the following, viz.: 

No. I. The London District: to comprise that portion of the Province 
lying: between its extreme western boundary and the eastern boundaries of the 
counties of Perth, Middlesex, Elgin, Huron and Bruce. 

No. 2. The Hamilton District: to comprise that portion of the Pro- 
vince lying between the London District and the River Credit. 

"No. 3. The Toronto District: to comprise that portion of the Province 
lying between the Rivers Credit and Trent, including the Carrying Place. 

No. 4. The Central District: to comprise all that portion of the Pro- 
vince lying between the River Trent and Lower Canada, including the county 
of Prince Edward. 

" No. 5. The Montreal District: to comprise all that portion lying be- 
tween Western Canada and the Richelieu and St. Lawrence Rivers, including 
Sorel. 

"No. 6. The Eastern Townships District: to comprise all that portion 
lying south-east of the Richelieu and St. Lawrence Rivers. 

" No. 7. The Quebec District: to comprise the remaining part of Lower 
Canada." 
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The first clause of the constitution recited the title of the body as 
The Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Can- 
ada," after which provision was made for the election and appoint- 
ment of officers, those of Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, the 
Wardens, Chaplain, Treasurer, Registrar and Secretary being elected 
by ballot, the Tyler by open vote. The remaining officers were to be 
appointed, the District Deputy Grand Masters being selected by the 
representatives of the lodges of the districts, subject to the confirma- 
tion of the Grand Master. The remaining officers, including eight 
Stewards, were to be appointed. 

The rank of officers was then as it is to-day, and the District of 
London was numbered i; Hamilton, No. 2; Toronto, No. 3; Central, 
No. 4; Montreal, No. 5; Eastern Townships, No. 6; and Quebec, 
No. 7. 

No brother was eligible to an elective office, unless a W. M. of 
a lodge, vacancies to be filled by the Grand Master, and brethren of 
eminence might be constituted members of Grand Lodge by vote of 
that body. Alembers were to wear proper clothing: lodges omitting 
returns and payments for a year ineligible for representation until 
completed; no brother to attend Grand Lodge until his name had 
been returned to the Grand Secretary. 

The Annual Communication was to be held on the first Wednes- 
day in July, and the Grand Master, after its opening, was to appoint 
eleven standing committees: i, on Credentials; ^, on Correspondence; 
3, on Condition of Masonry; 4, on Constitution and Regulations; 5, 
on Warrants; 6, on Grievances; 7, on Appeals; 8, on Finances; 9, on 
Accounts of Representatives: 10, on Charity; it, on Audit. 

There was no Board of General Pvirposes, as in the regime of 
to-day — the working of American jurisdictions being followed in 
this regard. The Committee on Correspondence divided up the work; 
to-day it is cared for by one brother. 

In 1856 they had a permanent Committee on Constitution. In 
the early days matters of grievance and appeal were dealt with by 
separate committees. To-day the work is discharged by one. 

On Finance and Audit there were separate Committees: to-day 
they are iniited, and while the Grand Lodge in 1856 had a commit- 
tee to superintend the accounts of representatives, the abolition of 
payment renders such unnecessary to-day. 

The duties of the Committee on Credentials were, as to-day, to 
secure a correct list of properly qualified representatives. The Con- 
stitution provided for an annual festival in July, an arrangement 
which does not i>revail to-day. The clauses which had reference to 
the powers of officers, the enactment of laws of Grand Lodge, the 
trial for misconduct of lodges and members, the hearing of com- 
plaints were much the same as in the Constitution of to-day. 

The regulations for the government of Grand Lodge during the 
time of public business have not varied. No brother could fill the 
office of Grand Master for more than two consecutive years, but 
might be re-elected after the expiration of the following year. This 
rule does not exist to-day. Provision was made for filling vacancies 
made by death in the Grand Master's office and several clauses re- 
cited his powers. 
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The Deputy Grand Master was to be elected at the Annual 
Communication, but in order to secure proper supervision of Masonry 
in both sections of the province, he was not to be elected from that 
portion in w^hich the Grand Master resides. This rule does not apply 
to-day. His powders, however, W'Cre very extensive, co-ordinate to a 
certain extent wath those of the Grand Master and District Deputy 
Grand Masters. He had power to preside in any lodge in the absence 
of the Grand Master, and the Grand Wardens, if present, were to act. 
He might also hear all Masonic complaints and irregularities, and 
had power to restore a brother deemed by him unjustly suspended, 
until the next communication of Grand Lodge. He might summon 
lodges or brethren, and in case of contumacy suspend, and had power 
to give or refuse consent for removal of lodges from one part of the 
jurisdiction to another. These powers have been materially changed 
and are now to a great extent included in the duties of the District 
Deputy Grand Masters. The duties of these latter officers were simi- 
lar to those of to-da}^, while those of the other elective and appointed 
officers do not differ from the constitution of the present time. 

There w^ere eight Grand Stewards. To-day there are twelve. 

In connection with private lodges, the fees for making a Mason 
were £3. 15s. or about $18.30, m the currency of to-day. The fee 
to-day is not less than $^0. No brother covild be a member of more 
than one lodge after the annual communication of 1857. This 
abolished dual membership, but in later years the clause was repealed. 
No master could hold office for more than two years in succession, 
but might be elected after being out of office for a year. This rule 
does not prevail to-day. The Wardens and other officers could not 
resign their positions, as may be done by the rule of the present day. 

The clauses concerning members and their duty, of proposing 
members, of lodges of instruction, of visitors, of certificates, of pro- 
cessions, w^ere about as at present. The fees for a new warrant were 
£7. I OS. od., equal to $36.52 of modern currency , w^hile the per capita 
tax paid by each member to Grand Lodge was two shillings and six- 
pence. The fee for a warrant to-day is $40, w^hile the per capita tax 
is fifty cents. 

In one important particular did the first Grand Lodge propose 
to differ from that of the present. In the pioneer days it w^as provided 
that representatives should be paid a per diem rate, which included 
travelling expenses. The clause in the constitution relating to this 
read that 

One representative from each Lodge shall be entitled to receive his 
actual travelling expenses, at the rates established by the proprietors of public 
conveyances which he shall take in coming directly from his Lodge to the place 
of meeting and returning thereto, as charged by said proprietors at the time; 
and also, for each day's attendance, ten shillings. But though he represent 
more than one Lodge, he shall receive pay only as for one Lodge; nor shall 
he receive more than the aggregate dues of the Lodge or Lodges he shall 
represent. 

2. Grand Officers shall be entitled to the like compensation from the 
funds of the Grand Lodge. 

3. Absence of a Grand Officer or representative, before the close of 
the communication, from any cause except sickness of or calamity to himself 
or his family, shall forfeit all claim to payment or compensation under the 
two next preceding sections/' 


766 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANAOA. 


But this enactment had a closing provision, which read: 

" These regulations to remain in abeyance until declared operative by a 
vote of Grand Lodge/' 

The clause was never put before Grand Lodge, and hence never 
came into operation. The lodges were unfavorable to the proposal 
and hence the law was a dead letter. 

The closing portions of the new constitution gave in detail the 
description of the Grand regalia, which was the same as that of the 
Grand Lodge of Kngland, and also the form of procedure to be ob- 
served in the constituting of a new lodge. 

The constitution as amended was adopted and ordered to be 
printed and circulated. 

St. John's lodge, London, and St. John's lodge, Ingersoll, were 
permitted to wear the regalia then in use until they had procured such 
as would be in keeping with the regulations laid down for lodges in 
the constitution. 

At the afternoon session of lOth July, the election of officers was 
proceeded with, M. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson being re-elected Grand 
Master; R. W. Bro. A. Bernard, Deputy Grand Master; V. W. Bro. 
J. H. Isaacson, Grand Senior Warden; V. W. Bro. Charles Magill, 
Grand Junior Warden; Bro. Rev. St. George Caulfield, Grand Chap- 
lain; R. W. Bro. William Bellhouse, Treasurer; R. W. Bro. Thomas 
B. Harris, Grand Registrar, and V. W. Bro. John Osborne, Grand 
Secretary, with Bro. John Morrison as Grand Tyler. 

The numbering of the lodges had caused quite a discussion 
amongst the representatives, and, in order that all evidence might be 
examined and lodges might be dealt with justly, the Grand Master 
appointed a committee, consisting of R. W. Bros. A. Bernard, W. C. 
Stephens and W^m. B. Simpson, to arrange the number of the war- 
rants of the various affiliated lodges, according to the respective dates 
of their formation. On Friday afternoon the committee submitted a 
report, giving the numbers as follows: 

No. I. Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, Montreal. 

2. Niagara Lodge, Niagara. 

" 3. Barton Lodge, Hamilton. 

4. Union Lodge. Grimsby. 

5. Norfolk Lodge, Simcoe. 

6. Sussex Lodge. Brockville. 

7. Prevost Lodge. Dunham. 

" 8. Golden Rule Lodge, Stanstead. 

9' St. George's Lodge, St. Catharines. 

'* 10. Prince Edward Lodge, Picton. 

IT. Nelson Lodge, Clarenceville. 

12. St. Andrew's Lodge, St. Andrew's 

13. St. George's Lodge, Montreal. 
" 14. St. John's Lodge, London. 

15. ZetlanH Lodge, Montreal. 

'* 16. King Solomon's Lodge, Toronto. 

17* Lodge ^ of Strict Observance, Hamilton. 

" 18. St. John's Lodge, Cayuga. 

19. Thistle Lodge, Amherstburg. 

20. St.^ John's Lodge, Hamilton. 

21. St. Thomas Lodge, St. Thomas. 
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:22. Brant Lodge, Brantford. 

23. Great Western Lodge, Windsor. 

24. Wellington Lodge, Dunnville. 

25. Shefford Lodge, Waterloo. 

26. Vaughan Lodge, Maple. 

37. Harmony .Lodge, Binbrook. 

28. Wellington Lodge, Stratford. 

29. Hoyle Lodge, La Colle. 

30. Acacia Lodge, Hamilton. 

31. St. Andrew's Lodge, Caledonia. 

32. Kilwinning Lodge, London. 

33. Rehoboam Lodge, Toronto. 

34. Jacques Cartier Lodge, Montreal. 
35- St. Francis' Lodge, Melbourne. 

36. St. John's Lodge, IngersoU. 

37. King Lodge, King. 

38. Victoria Lodge, Sherbrooke, 

39. Alma Lodge, Gait. , 

This was only a partial report, from the fact that all the lodges 
had not submitted the necessary evidence in order to entitle them to 
their proper numbers. In consequence of this some of the lodges 
represented at the Convention of 1855 w^ere not included. 

At this meeting the date of the annual communication was altered 
to the second, instead of the first Wednesday in July, and clause nine 
of the first section of the constitution was changed to read that no 
brother, except the Grand Chaplain, shall be eligible to any elective 
office in Grand Lodge unless he has been regularly installed W. M. 
of a private lodge. 

This change was made to cover the disability of the Rev. St. 
George Caulfield, who was not at that time either a W. M. or P. M. 
of a lodge. 

At the afternoon session of Grand Lodge the officers were in- 
stalled^ and Bro. Rev. Dr. Lundy, as an uphol4€r of dual membership, 
gave notice that he would move for the repeal of the clause in the 
constitution which forbade it. 

The last day's session of the Grand Lodge was marked by a 
reading of the report of the committee on the Grand Master's address. 
The committee acknowledged that the address contained matter of 
vital interest to the Craft; that the report of progress made was grati- 
fying; that Grand Lodge was indebted to the Grand Master for his 
devotion shown by his visits to lodges ; and that all the officers were to 
be commended for their work. The committee desired honorable 
mention of the Grand Lodge of Ireland in being the first of the parent 
Grand Lodges to acknowledge the Grand Lodge of Canada, and ex- 
pressed a hope that the Grand Lodges of Kngland and Scotland would 
recognize the constitutional position of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
while the brethren of Kentucky in particular and several of the Grand 
Lodges of the United States were thanked for their recognition. 
Dealing with the all-absorbing question, the position assumed by the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West and its action towards the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, the committee expressed regret 

" That the duty entrusted to them involves matters of a less pleasing nature, 
and with much pain feel compelled to allude to the position adopted towards 


768 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


us by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, still in connection with 
the Grand Lodge of England. While they cannot but congratulate you on the 
truly Masonic feeling which has characterized the management of the affairs 
of Grand Lodge, and fTie tone of^ its correspondence in strictly adhering to the 
principles of attributing to those brethren remaining in connection with the 
Grand Lodge of England the same and equal credit for sincere and Masonic 
motives, to that we claim for ourselves, and in every case avoiding the least 
approach to any expression of a personal nature, conceiving the * good of the 
Craft ' is, or ought to be, the chief aim of every brother, it must, therefore, be 
a matter of regret that any brother of the Provincial Grand Lodge, while, per- 
sonally, professing the approval of the motives by which we were actuated, 
admitting the necessity for the establishment of a Grand Lodge of Canada, 
and expressing the best wishes for success, and hesitating only as to the de- 
cisiveness with which we have acted, should have so far forgotten the principles 
of Masonry as to asperse and malign our motives, and misrepresent our con- 
duct and position in a circular issued to other Grand Lodges, without even 
having the candor to furnish us with a copy, and this, too, before their parent 
Grand Lodge and governing body had expressed any opinion on our proceed- 
ings. This conduct is the more reprehensible, as it is well known that we have 
the sympathy of a great majority of the Lodges and brethren still adhering to 
them, who await the decision of that Grand Lodge." 

Relating to the action and statements of the M. W. the Grand 
Lodge of New York : 

Vour committee regret that they cannot but concur in the remarks of 
the M. W. the Grand Master in the action of the Grand Lodge of the State 
of New York towards us, believing, as they do, that interested influences, of 
which Grand Lodge is doubtless aware, have been brought to bear to our pre- 
judice. But they cannot pass over this part of their duty without alluding to 
the anomaly of a Grand Lodge, whose internal state is such as to require the 
remarks made by its Grand Master, in the same paragraph in which he de- 
nounces us, taking upon itself to condemn as unmasonic the action or motives 
of such as its sister Grand Lodges have recognized. 

Yovir committee, while regretting the action taken tow^ards us by parties 
in office in the two bodies iust alluded to, would still strongly recommend that 
no alteration be allowed to appear in the tone of the correspondence of this 
Grand I^odge towards or respecting them, and that the privilege of our Lodges 
be freely extended to such of the brethren as may desire to use them, believing 
sincerely that in neither of these bodies is there any brother (^except those few 
to whom it is now our painful duty to refer) who would not still be willing to 
grasp the hand of each member of this Grand Lodge and hail him as a brother. 

" Vour committee, however, would recommend, that whilst this treatment 
be accorded and continvted to the members of those Lodges already m exist- 
ence, that this Grand Lodge, being now regularly formed, duly recognized, 
and that too by one of its parent Grand Lodges, and being, therefore, 
the supreme masonic authority in this Province, consider no lodge other- 
wise than as clandestine in Canada, unless it derive its authority from this 
Grand Lodge, and that due notification of such intention be furnished to all 
concerned." 

The concluding part of the report suggested a committee to 
consider the Grand Master's proposal to include the Mark degree in 
the Fellow Craft. After discussion at the evening session, the report 
was adopted and a large committee appointed to consider the Mark 
and Fellow Craft question. 

The Grand Secretary reported that thirty lodges had affiliated in 
prooer form with the Grand Lodge since its' forniation, that to these 
warrants had been issued: that the register showed 1,179 rnembers in 
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good standing;, that nine dispensations had been granted and that 
several districts were applying for forms of application. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer showed that the receipts were 
very limited. Up to the meeting of Grand Lodge they amounted to 
£93. 5s. and payments to £64. 14s. 4d., leaving a balance of £28. los. 8d. 
in the hands of the Grand Secretary. The lack of funds for preliminary 
expenses had been met by contributions from Norfolk lodge, Simcoe, 
Strict Observance, St. John's and Barton lodges of Hamilton and St. 
John's lodge at London. 

The Committee on Correspondence reported at this session that 
an address, stating the case of the Grand Lodge of Canada, had been 
prepared and sent to the Grand Lodge, and to every lodge in England, 
and also to the Grand Lodges of Ireland, Scotland and the Utiited 
States; that the Grand Lodge of Ireland had promptly recognized the 
Grand Lodge of Canada and that several of the Grand bodies of the 
United States had done likewise. The committee also reported that 

No reply has been received to our address from the Grand Lodge of 
England, although ample time has elapsed since their Quarterly Communica- 
tion in June. Your committee deeply regret to feel that this is but a continua- 
tion of the neglect which the brethren in this Province have ever experienced 
at the hands of the Grand Lodge of Kngland/' 

The committee made special reference to the Grand Lodge of 
New^ York and other Grand Lodges of the L^nited States, concerning 
their expressions with regard to the position of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada. In alluding to these bodies the committee reported 

By the Grand Lodge of New York and a few other Grand Lodges of 
the United States, the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada has been con- 
sidered somewhat precipitate, and its recognition has consequently been for a 
time deferred; but, although the present decision of those Grand Lodges has 
been unfavorable to the Grand Lodge of Canada, whatever may be the im- 
pression entertained by any members of this Grand Lodge with regard to the 
motives that may have influenced their action, your committee believe that 
the course taken by those Grand Lodges has been the result of conscientious 
convictions that they were acting correctly; at the same time your committee 
feel assured that such conviction arose from an absence of full information 
with regard to the facts of our case, and your committee anticipate with con- 
fidence that ere long those Grand Lodges will fully understand the justness 
of our cause and the correctness of our action, and that they will then cheerfully 
unite with their sister Grand Lodges in acknowledging the legitimacy of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada/' 

The committee concluded its labors by a reference to the imposi- 
tions practised by itinerant brethren — mendicants who infested the 
continent — and stated that in order to protect the Craft, com- 
mittees of benevolence shotild be appointed by the lodges in each town 
in the jurisdiction. 

The wearing- of Masonic emblems for the purpose of gain in busi- 
ness was also referred to and deprecated in the strongest terms. The 
report was unanimously adopted. 

R. W. Bro. Michael Furnell, Provincial Grand Master of North 
Munster, Ireland, was appointed the representative of the Gr-and 
Lodge near the Grand Lodge of Ireland ; R. W. Bro. J. B. Bowdish 
near the Grand Lodge of Vermont. A jewel was voted to R. W. Bro. 
Stephens for his services and valued advice. The thanks of Grand 
49a 
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Lodge were extended to the Al. W., the Grand Master and the Deputy 
Grand Master^, the standing committees for the year were appointed 
and the first Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Canada 
was closed in Ample Form, 

Looking at the work of the year and the difficulties presented to 
the newly-formed Grand Lodge, the dignified and fraternal manner 
in which all critics were treated will always redound to the credit of 
those pioneers of the Grand Lodge. To-day we live in so entirely a 
different atmosphere that it is difficult to comprehend the situation as 
presented to our Masonic ancestors of forty years ago. In the face 
of the state of the jurisdiction, invaded as it was by no less than three 
foreign bodies, one can but express surprise that the heads of the Kng- 
lish Craft in the Provincial Grand Lodge under England had not the 
ambition to seek independent action, and even before the Grand Lodge 
of Canada was ever thought of, declare for a sovereign body to con- 
trol the jurisdiction. This, however, is a matter which need not be 
dealt with, for the opportunity once lost never again could present 
itself — with the banner of a sovereign body in sight and an array of 
Masons, armed with a determination to never surrender the rights 
they claimed as theirs by the immutable laws which had from the 
beginning of the century been recognized as the code regulating the 
occupation of territory. 


CHAPTER ex. 

The Twenty-third Semi-annual Communication of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, Toronto, Oc- 
tober, 1856. — An Kxpression of Opinion Concern- 
ing the Action of the Grand Lodge of England. 

The half-yearly commitnication of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
had been called at Toronto, on Tuesday, the 23rd October. The 
attendance of officers and representatives was large and all were deeply 
interested and awaited developments. 

The routine business occupied but a few minutes: 

R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, the Provincial Grand Master for 
Quebec and Three Rivers under England, was present. This brother 
enjoyed the confidence of not only his own jvtrisdiction but of the 
Western Craft as well, and his friendliness had always been exempli- 
fied by his expression of good-will towards the officials of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge of Canada West. 

The Grand Lodge of England, while they had, in full and ex- 
plicit form, a history of all the troubles and of the difficulties under 
which the Provincial Grand Lodge suffered, were nevertheless de- 
sirous of an outside opinion, and as R, W. Bro. Harington, not only 
as Provincial Grand Master in Quebec under England, but also as a 
prominent officer of the Finance Department of Canada, was held in 
high esteem by prominent London Masons, including the M. W. the 
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Grand Master, it had been decided in London to ask from him, 
through the Grand Secretary, a statement of the facts relating to the 
position of Masonry in Canada. The letter of the Grand Secretary 
of England asking for information read: 

Freemasons' Hall, 

London, 4th July, 1856. 

R. W. Brc: 

The M. W. the G. M., the Earl of Zetland, having at the last 
quarterly communication ot the G. L,, intimated his intention of submitting 
for consideration some propositions for an alteration in the amount of fees 
payable by lodges in the colonies for registration and G. L, certificates, so as 
to place all in the same position (at present there being a difference) about 
8s. sterling, to include the registration and certificate, his Lordship is desirous 
of obtaining some information from you as to how far such a plan would meet 
the views of the Lodges in your province. 

The G. M. would further feel obliged if you would furnish him with infor- 
mation as to the number of lodges at present existing in your province hold- 
ing under the G. L. of Kngland, stating which are now at work and those 
which are dormant, and which, if any, are desirous of severing themselves from 
the English G. L., also how many lodges there are holding warrants from 
other G. Lodges, and. as far as your means of knowledge extends, what may 
be their feeling as to separating themselves from their parent G. Lodges, and 
any other information or suggestions which may occur to you as being useful 
to the G- M. upon the subject in hand — any payment of quarterage to the fund 
r>f Benevolence has long since ceased. 

I have the honor to be, with fraternal regards, R. W. P. G. M,, 

Yr. Obt. Servant & Brother, 

William H. White, G.S. 

T. Douglas Harington. Esq., 

Prov. G. Master, Quebec, &c. 

R. W. Bro. Haring-ton then read his reply to this letter: — 

Toronto, Canada, i8th Septr., 1856. 

V. W. Brother Wm, H. White. Esq., 

Grand Sec'y^ &c., &c., &c. 

V. W. Brother: I would have replied sooner to your letter of the 4th July, 
last, but I had to refer to my Deputy at Quebec, and I have been absent and un- 
well. I now beg leave to state for the information of the M. W. G. M. the Earl of 
Zetland, that the D. D. G. M. for Quebec, in charge of that province during 
my absence, writes me as follows: — 

In regard to the M. W. the G. Master's letter, T do not think his proposi- 
tion will meet with approval here. Although none of the English Lodges may 
wish to throw off their allegiance, all the Masons with whom I have conversed 
approve of the Rev'd Br. Portal's proposed motion. Reducing the fees for 
registration and certificates would not prove satisfactory to the Brethren, as 
a great many Masons are possessed of the idea that we ought to have a change 
in our form of government; but what that change ought to be they are unable 
to say. and I think the payment of fees is only a secondary consideration, as 
the brethren are not directly taxed with them, and they are perfectly aware 
that by joining the so-called Canada G. L. the fees payable by lodges would be 
much more than they are at present. Even in Indep't Lodge (Irish), which 
would be the most likely to change, when its members came to discuss the 
subject they could not say what they would gain by the move, but that they 
would have much to lose, they think, and it is my opinion that, although they 
may acknowledge the Canadians, they still retain their connection with Ireland. 

The Lodges on the English registry at work are Albion, No. 17; St. John's, 
No 214, and Alma. . No. 931. Many belonging to the former desire a change, 
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the two latter are still firm to England. The Lodges on the English Registry 
that are dormant are No. 68, which has been dead for years — so many that it 
never had a name — and Sussex Lodge, No. 531, which merged into St. Andrew's 
Lodge, No. 356, S.R., and is still true to Scotland. Lastly, there is the Inde- 
pendent No. 237, I.R., which may be put down as doubtful. 1 was informed 
that this last had come to the conclusion to join the Canada G, L., but on 
making inquiry I found that they intended to ask the G. L. of Ireland, whether 
they were to acknowledge it. However, I directed the P. G. Sec'y (Br. Veasy) 
to write the G. Sec'y asking what we should do in the event of the Irish Lodge 
joining the Canada G. L., as some of its members belonged likewise to the 
English Lodges, and it would cause ill-feeling if we suspended such, when 
tliey acted with the consent of the G. L. of Ireland. 

Such is the information I am enabled to furnish in. relation to my province, 
and although there is some agitation there, which must naturally be the case, 
it is a satisfaction that none have thrown off their allegiance as yet. The 
brethren complain of no neglect, as their communications with England have 
always met with ready attention, but they would nevertheless be glad of some 
positive action on the part of the G. L. of England, and delay must have a 
bad effect. 

The M. W. G. M. desires me to furnish all other general information in 
my power, and I have endeavored to meet his wishes. If, in what follows, I 
convey my impressions arising as well from my own knowledge, as from what 
I have from others, very plainly, I beg that the M. W. the Earl of Zetland will 
not suppose that the slightest disrespect can be intended, but it is because the 
subject requires to be dealt with in a way not to be misunderstood, or be him- 
self misled or deceived. 

With regard to the Montreal District, R. W. Bro. Badgeley can furnish 
positive information, as I am not sufficiently acquainted with the views of the 
brethren, having been separated from them for some time* I know they are in a 
very disorganized state, and those with whom I have been in communication 
complain bitterly of neglect in England, and of the little exertion used for the 
benefit of Freemasonry by their P. G. M. and his Deputy, and the great pre- 
ponderance of influence exercised by one Lodge, St. Paul's, No. 514, to which 
those officers belong. They say that Bro. Badgeley, although an old ex- 
perienced Mason, evinces no energy, and shows very little interest. He is now 
on the Bench, and told me he would be glad to be relieved altogether, having 
doubts as to the propriety of holding the P. G. Mastership in his present posi- 
tion of a judge of the Supreme Court of Law. The Brethren state that the 
Deputy, although a worthy estimable man, is a very timid one. and has no 
Masonic knowledge worth mentioning. After the Declaration of Independ- 
ence had issued the P. G, L. of Montreal was twice summoned to meet, ex- 
pressly to consider the conduct of certain brethren who had approved of and 
openly countenanced it. but each time the P. G. M. failed to appear, and the 
Deputy declined to act in his absence. The members broke up dissatisfied. 
They lost confidence, and many loyal Brethren began to waver, while tlie In- 
dependents felt that their arguments were in a manner substantiated and their 
interests benefited. 

In Upper Canada, where the independent movement originated, the P. G, 
M., Sir A. MacNab, has never taken an active part in any way. As far as he 
has been individually concerned, he has been all but useless, and it is questioned 
by those under his Masonic rule, whether he could, if called upon, work him- 
self into the E. A. degree without help. The entire responsibility has been 
thrown upon his Deputy (Bro. Ridout), who is much respected, is popular 
and has worked diligently, assisted by a zealous P. G. Sec'y (Br. Richardson), 
who. fortunately, has made the order his constant study. But the Deputy has 
never liked to exercise sucli necessary firmness as he would probably have 
done had he been the actual bona fide Masonic ruler. 
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In this section of Canada the disaffection has been gaining ground, princi- 
pally because of alleged neglect in London, and (as the Brethren complain) 
the kind of apparently contemptuous indifference extended to their communi- 
cations, many of which have never been noticed or acknowledged at all. Had 
their remonstrances and representations relating to niisgovernment, or rather 
neglect of government, which has been felt to be a growing evil for some time 
past, been courteously attended to in some way — they say — and a desire at least 
have been evinced to meet the wishes of the Brethren, and place them upon 
some more satisfactory footing in regard to the management of their own local 
affairs, it is exceedingly doubtful if such advantages throwing off allegiance 
would ever have been thought of. I feel sure it would not, for old country 
feeling is very strong. But the analogy appears perfect between State and 
Masonic affairs in Canada. The people were neglected by Downing Street, 
and there was first rebellion, and now responsible government as nearly inde- 
pendent as is consistent with dependency. The Masons complain of F. Masons' 
Hall in the same way, and hence the desire for a change of some nature. 
Doubtless the Declaration of Independence was accelerated by certain ambitious 
Breth ren, who made the grievances complained of, and which some timely con- 
cessions would have at one time remedied, the stalking horse for their own 
advancement, but now there are many most worthy men, who have been watch- 
ing events, who have lost their ancient faith in the present Body, and who re- 
luctantly begin to declare that some change of gov^ernment appears necessary, 
in which they must have a voice in the choice of their rulers. This last is be- 
ginning to be regarded as a sine qua non by all with whom I have conversed. 
But the Declaration of Independence is very far from being approved of, and 
there is a reluctance to sever entirely the Masonic connexion with England, 
the present body there being much reverenced, in spite of the neglect com- 
plained of. It is suggested that it could still be a court of final appeal, and 
although under certain rules the immediate authorities might be nominated 
here by those the most interested, final choice of appointment might be left to 
the M. W. G, yi. ]Money matters probably would be more easy of arrange- 
ment. But if some steps are not speedily taken it will be too late. Delay must 
be fatal. 

It is to be sincerely regretted that the official reports of G. L. proceedings 
do not reach us more quickly. We have to trust to the F. M. M. for Light." 
Now, if correct, this periodical clearly shows that even in the G. L. of Eng- 
land there are cliques, cavillings and a good deal of heart-burning, all tending 
to alienate reflecting men at a distance, who doubt, reading what they do, if 
their Masonic interests can be safe, and thus fuel is added to the desire of at 
least choosing their own local rulers. It is the general opinion here that the 
parent body requires reform, as evidenced, if we are rightly informed, by scenes 
of discord that are said to be witnessed there — that there is not that unity of 
]\Tasonic purpose in it that should exist, that it will 5e impossible to regard 
it as the pure fountain-head much longer, and that the great Masonic colony 
cannot be trifled with, but must look after its own separate interests. 

Upon reference to the June No. of the Magazine the M. W. G. M. is there 
reported to have said in relation to a petition from Upper Canada that *' not 
liking to tell the petitioners that their desires were preposterous, he had de- 
cided to take no notice of it.'' If this is correct, it is to be regretted, as we 
nre left in the dark as to his full reasons, and therefore it has mot only created 
dissatisfaction but many express indignation and declare that taking no no- 
tice " will not answer this continent. A positive refusal would have been better 
received. Again, the July No. of the Magazine reports that Bro. Portal's pro- 
posed motion had been rejected as unconstitutional and improper, the M. W. 
G, M. refusing to put it to G. L. Now, upon the fate of this motion the atten- 
tion of the Brethren here was fixed, as they conceived it to be well calculated 
to elucidate the merits of the matter at issue, and at least let them see that their 
grievances and desires were of sufficient importance to give rise to debate in 
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England, where they are not and cannot be immediately represented, owing 
to distance, otherwise than by sympathy, and from whence laws, alterations 
and all matters emanate in which they are expected to concur without the pos- 
sibility of a voice or vote on the question. The course pursued in Bro. Portal's 
case is regarded by many as intended to smother the matter, and the Inde- 
pendents congratulate themselves on the course they have pursued, and they 
gain converts. 

In the same number of the Magazine (July) the Brethren say that the 
proceedings of the legitimate P, G. L. and the Independent G. L. are so mixed 
together, that either ignorance or carelessness must prevail in England on 
the subject of Canadian aflfairs to a very great extent, and on that account 
some change is desirable. Those who preserved their loyalty, who were the 
majority, whatever they may be now, are annoyed and chagrined because 
nothing at all has yet been done by the G. L. of England, although nearly 
twelve months have elapsed since the self-styled G. L. of Canada declared 
itself. While the P. G. L. of U. C. has received neither advice, instructions nor 
encouragement, the Independents have been busily labouring, appealing to that 
particular fact, gaining converts, printing, publishing and leaving no stone un- 
turned to secure their object. Worthy men waver, feeling themselves unsup- 
ported, and finally, although retaining all their English affection, but losing 
hope and confidence, they reluctantly look to self-government. They will, of 
course, be received with open arms by the self-constituted G. L. of Canada, 
to which they will give in their adherence, unless the loyal P. G. L. is driven 
to declare its own independence. 

It will be well for the G. L. of England to remember that Canadian Ma- 
sons do not at this distance feel that they positively depend upon it for the 
continuance of their Masonic privileges, but that they are sure of a welcome 
from other Bodies, even altho' their original tie is severed. In the present 
anomalous state of things. Brethren who may be adverse to discipline and fancy 
themselves aggrieved by some stretch of legal authority have only to walk over 
to the independents, who, although not countenanced, have not been punished 
or discountenanced by the authorities at home. In fact, Ireland, with only 
an ex parte statement for its guidance, has jumped at recognition, and in so 
doing has added to the confusion, and has forgotten that Canada is not her 
property, but that as a part of the Empire, England and Scotland should have 
been consulted. Upon reference to the papers accompanying this letter No. 
6, the M. W. the Earl of Zetland will find an able article in relation to Ireland, 
extracted from the F. M. Monthly Magazine, published at Boston, by the G. 
Sec'y of the G. L. of Massachusetts, and which has an extensive circulation. 

(Memo. See my letter to Lord Zetland of ist February, 1858. I have 
blamed Ireland very unjustly, and I am glad to make atonement, by here 
recording my regret for an error committed in ignorance. T.D.H. 

Toronto, 3rd Feb'y, 1858.) 

I am not aware of any more information that I could render, otherwise 
than by transmitting certain printed documents, which, read in conjunction 
with this letter, may be of service to the M. W. G. M. 

They consist of: 

ist. Proceedings of the P. G. L. in May, 1855, whereby His Lordship 
will see that Bro. Wilson, the G. M. of the self-styled G. L. of Canada, first 
gave notice of a motion to divide U. C. into three Masonic divisions, altho' 
he subsequently abandoned the project, and in respect to which proposed 
division I was in communication with you, and sent home several documents. 

2nd. Proceedings of the P. G. L. in July, 1855, whereby His Lordship 
will perceive that a motion for a meeting of delegates in relation to the forma- 
tion of an Independent G. L. was rejected, and he will likewise see a very in- 
teresting letter from the G. M. of the G. L. of New York. 
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3rd. The statement of the original proceedings of the independents, and 
the formation of their self-styled G. L. of Canada. 

4th. A number of periodicals emanating from the so-called G. L. of 
Canada, and containing copy and address stated to have been sent to the G. L. 
of England. 

5th, An important document published by the P. G. L. of U. C, which 
speaks for itself, and is Intended to refute Nos, 3 and 4, 

6th. Extracts from the F. M. Monthly Magazine published at Boston, U.S. 
7th. A second number of the same periodical as No. 4, containing copy ol 
the most recent proceedings of the so-called G. L. of Canada, which will be 
found interesting, and in which the M. W, G, M. will see that my particular 
province is entirely omitted. I have marked several passages, the last of which 
is the most serious, and must have the effect of immediately bringing the fra- 
ternity into still greater antagonism here, unless some action is taken in Great 
Britain, inasmuch as that self-styled body has resolved to repudiate all new 
warrants not emanating from itself. 

You will see that the importance of the " Mark degree has not escaped 
their notice. The present action of the G. L. of England in regard to it has 
created very considerable dissatisfaction, as it well might. The degree is im- 
perative on this side of the Atlantic, and the effect of the vacillation at home 
will be that it will be worked without permission being asked or cared for. 
I wrote very fully on the subject, but my communication has never been form- 
ally acknowledged, although I presume it has been made use of before the 
Board of General Purposes. I have likewise several times urged the appoint- 
ment of a sviperintendent to look after the English R. A. Chapters in U. C. 
The D. G. M., Bro. Ridout, who is a Past ist Principal, is well qualified. 
In a short time this will be too late, and we shall have a self-constituted G. Ch. 
of Canada, and antagonism in Capitular as well as Craft Masonry. 

In conclusion, I beg again to request that the M. W. G. M. will not feel 
displeased if I have expressed myself too candidly. I have Masonic interest at 
heart, and we are in a very unhappy conflicting state just now, arising nearly, 
if not altogether, from the non-action of those in England, whom the Brethren 
have a right to look to and depend upon, I have ever felt my appointment to 
be a high honor, and have ever endeavored to show my sense of it by the due 
and earnest performance of its duties. I have not the slightest wish to be 
relieved from these duties, provided I can be of use, but should the M. W. the 
Earl of Zetland, when taking into consideration the good of this province, and 
the satisfactory settlement of this unpleasant and difficult matter, deem it 
necessary for the well-being of our glorious institution here to cancel my ap- 
pointment, as quick decision is requisite, I beg that he will not let me stand 
in his way (of course I cannot speak for the two other P. G. Masters) but 
think of nothing so much as the vital interests of F. Masonry at large. 
I beg to remain. V. W. Bro., 

Yours very fraternally, 

T. Douglas Harington. 

P. G- Supt. and P. G. Master, 

Quebec. &c., Canada. 

It need scarcely be stated that tlie reply was satisfactory to all 
present. Their approbation culminated in the fact that it was: 

'* Unanimously resolved — That R. W. Bro. Harington be heartily thanked 
for the very satisfactory and able manner in which he has explained the wants of 
Masonry in Canada, and that he be requested to allow the copy of his letter 
to become the property of the Provincial Grand Lodge, that it may be pre- 
served among its archives." 

R. W. Bro. T. D. Harinpfton having- expressed to the Grand 
Lodge his gratification at the resolution just unanimously adopted. 
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he, in accordance with the request contained therein, was pleased to 
place in the hands of the Grand Secretary, the copy of the letter 
referred to. 

This order of business was hardly finished, when the Grand Secre- 
tar>' rose and read the action of the M. W. the G. M. of England, and 
his remarks upon the Canadian situation. It was listened to in deep 
silence. Every word found its resting place in the minds of the 
hearers. As one present said: 

• It was easily seen that the chain of friendship which had bound the 
Canadian Craft to the mother Grand Lodge was being strained to its utmost 
tension." 

Those who spoke, inckiding the Deputy Grand Master^ did not 
hesitate in the expression of opinion, and after an hour's debate it was 
unanimously resolved : 

That this Provincial Grand Lodge have been deeply pained that the Grand 
Master of Kngland should have received in such a manner the constitutional 
conduct which this Provincial Grand Lodge have pursued throughout their 
difficulties and grievances^ and their pain is rendered more intense that he 
should in any such manner have blamed for unconstitutional conduct the Dep. 
Prov. Grand Master, who has, by the direction of the Prov. Grand Master, 
conducted the entire business of the Province, and whose zeal for Masonry 
and ef¥orts to maintain it in unsullied purity have gained for him the deepest 
respect of all true Masons of Canada.'* 

The officers of Grand Lodge were then appointed and an ad- 
journment made until the evening session. 

The hour of intermission was made good use of by the delegates. 
The opinion already expressed by resolution was only a faint intima- 
tion of what vs^as to come, for after resuming business the debate was 
continued, and a series of resohitions was prepared, and not only sub- 
mitted bvtt carried unanimously, to the eflect: 

That this Prov. Grand Lodge desire to express in the strongest terms 
Iheir disapproval of the unjust and uncourteous treatment which they have 
experienced at the hands of the M. W. the Grand Master of England, and to 
express their conviction that most of the difficulties which have occurred in 
Canada have arisen from the loss or mislaying of documents, transmitted by 
this Prov. Grand Lodge, in the Grand Secretary's office, and which. If they 
had been properly preserved and carefully read, would have removed the 
lamentable ignorance of Canadian affairs, which has been exhibited by, those 
higli in office, who ought to have been better acquainted with our position/* 

llro. Canon Portal was not forgotten, and it was also resolved: 

That the cordial thanks of the P. Grand Lodge be tendered to the Rev. G. 
R. Portal for the interest he has taken in our affairs, and that he be respectfully 
requested, as a member of the Board of General Purposes, to act as our repre- 
sentative in the Grand Lo^ge of England, and that the Grand Secretary be 
informinl thereof." 

The indignity which the Craft in Canada had suffered at the 
hands of the M. W. the Grand Master of Kngland was keenly felt. 
The excuse that a petition to the Grand Master was not one to Grand 
Lodge so aroused the brethren that from eight until ten o'clock the 
debate was carried on, not that there was any dispute as to what action 
should be taken, but some brethren would almost there and then have 
declared for the prompt severance of the tie, had it not been that others 
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felt that a better spirit should be shown out of regard for Bro. Portal 
and others who had asserted the rights of Canada. Finally a resolu- 
tion was prepared which met with the approval of all. It was 

Resolved. That Brothers Haringtoii. Harman, Richardson, Barron, 
Whitehead, Cumberland and Harding be a committee to embody fully in a 
Petition, with ample minutes and dates up to the present time, the grievances 
and present wants of the Brethren, and that the same be printed and sent 
round to everj- Lodge in Canada West, retaining its legal attachment to the 
Mother Grand Lodge of Kngland, for their earnest consideration thereof, and 
that the R. W. Dep. Grand Master be respectfully requested to call a special 
meeting to confirm the petition for transmission to Kngland." 

With all the friction caused by the En^^lish letters and a pos- 
sibility that the wrath of the Craft, expended as it had been, would 
be exhavisted, it was doubtful if the knowledge that such a body as 
the Grand Lodge of Canada existed, but its position was not forgotten, 
and in the small hours of the morning, for it was about two o'clock^ 
a.m., it was resolved: 

That the Lodges and individual Brethren vinder this Jurisdiction are 
hereby strictly forbidden to hold any Masonic communication with the self- 
styled Grand Lodge of Canada, or any Lodge, or any individual having any 
connection therewith." 

The Knglish friends of the Grand Lodge of Canada in this year, 
at last scored a point. The M. W. the G. M. had given in gracefully 
and saw that his communication concerning Canada must be dealt 
with by the governing body, for: 

An emergent meeting of the Grand Lodge of England, presided over by 
the Earl of Zetland, was held on the igtli November, 1856, and at that meeting 
a committee was appointed to consider colonial Masonic matters. 

When the Grand Master's communication relative to Canada came before 
the brethren, the Grand Master said: Brethren, the next business is the com- 
munication read in September. (Hear, hear.) I have no objection to refer 
it to the committee which you have just appointed." (Loud and protracted 
cheering.) 

The communication was accordingly referred to the committee 
to report at a future meeting. 

There can be no doubt that the action of the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Kngland, prior to the action of November, 1856, 
had intensified the bitter feehng that existed in Canada, for even many 
of the friends of the Provincial Grand Lodge were not satisfied with 
the position assumed across the sea. Indeed, those in life to-day — 
the few left of the Craft days of 1856 readily declare that if the action 
of July, 1855, at the provincial meeting at Niagara Falls had to be 
considered again, the chances were that of those left in the provincial 
body after the secession, a good half would have stampeded to the 
banner of the independent body, which saw its beginning in Hamil- 
ton in October, 1855. 
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CHAPTER CXI. 

Special Meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada 
West, Called for the Purpose of Laying the Corner- 
stone OF THE Victoria Hall at Cobourg, 30TH Decem- 
ber, 1856. 

The corner-stone of the A^ictoria Hall, in connection with 
Victoria College, was to be laid in December, and those concerned had 
requested R. W. Bro. Sir A. N. MacNab, Grand Master of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge, to perform the duty. He did so. There were 
present: 

R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab, Bart., G. Master, on the Throne. 

R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master. 

V. W. Bro. Geo, W. Whitehead, G. Sen. Warden. 

V. W. Bro. John Harding, G. Jun. Warden. 

W. Bro. The Rev. W. J. ^laclcenzie, as G. Chaplain. 

W. Bro. W. R. Corrigall, as G. Treasurer. 

W. Bro. Vizard, as G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Richardson, G. Secretary. 

Bro. Sidney Smith, as G. S. Deacon. 

W. Bro. Levi Bigelow, G. J. Deacon. 

Bro. William Hay, as G. Supt. Works. 

Bro. John Blackburn, as Asst. G. D. of Ceremonies. 

W. Bro, W. H. Weller, as G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. Throop, as G. Sword Bearer. 

Bro. H. Stickle, as G. Tyler. 

W^. Bro. Glover Bennett, carrying Cornucopia. 

W- Bro. William Weller, carrying Wine. 

W^. Bro. John Powers, carrying Oil. 

Bro. S. P. Gross, carrying Ionic Light. 

Bro. Bullock, carrying Doric Light. 

Bro. G. M. Holmes, Corinthian Light. 

Bro. Sinclair, S. W^arden's Column. 

Bro. Nichol, J. W^arden's Column. 

Bro. Stewart, G. Master's Banner. 

Saint John's lodge. No. 5, Cobourg; The Ontario lodge. No. -20, Port 
Hope; The Corinthian lodge. No. -23, Peterborough; the Durham lodge. No. 
53, Newcastle, 

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form at i o'clock P.M. with solemn 
prayer. The R. W. the Grand Master having stated to the Grand Lodge the 
purpose for which it was assembled, a procession was formed, which marched 
in the usual order to the site of the intended building, the foundation stone of 
which was laid by the R. W. Provincial Grand Master, with the accustomed 
ceremonies (a handsome silver trowel having been presented to him for the pur- 
pose) : the procession was then reformed and returned to the Lodge Room. 
The Grand Lodge was closed in due form at 3 o'clock P.M. with solemn 
prayer. 

The British Colonist,'' Toronto, contains the following account 
of the ceremony: 

The ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the Victoria Hall at Co- 
bourg was performed by the Provincial Grand Master, Sir A, N. MacNab, on 
December 30th, 1856. 

The procession formed in the following order in front of the Globe Hotel 
and marched thro' the streets of the town in the following order: 
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Grand Marshal. 

Band, 
Rifle Company, 
Firemen — Company, 
Sons of T., 
A. R & A. M., 
Constables, 
Mayor, 
Town Council. 

Sir A, MacNab was assisted by Messrs. T, G. Ridout, R. W. P. D. G. M.; 
Geo. W. Whitehead, S. G.W.; J. E. Harding, J. G. W. ; W. J. McKenzie, G. C. ; 
— Vizard, G. Reg:.; F. Richardson, G. Sec; W. R. Corrigall, G. T,; G. Smith, 
S. G. D.; J. G, Bigelow, J. G. D.; Wm. Hay, G. S. of W, ; A. De Grassi, 
G. D. of C. ; J. Blackburn, asst. D. of C, W. H. Weller, Purs,; — Throop, 
G. S. B.; Messrs. Cherriman, Vullar, Arnott, Simmons, Marmion and C. 
Vizard, Grand Stewards; H. Stickle, Grand Tyler, and also by the Mayor and 
Town Council of Cobourg. 

The Mayor, D'Arcy Boulton, Esq., read the following address: 
To the Hon. Sir A. MacNab, Bart., Provincial Grand Master of Masons, etc. 

Honoured Sir: As the representative in this province of the great Ma- 
sonic fraternity, the municipal authorities of Cobourg hail your presence on 
this interesting occasion as a happy augury of success to the enterprise they 
have taken in hand- 
In incorporating the several objects of a Masonic lodge, Town hall and 
Court of Justice under one roof we desire also to combine in the one structure, 
unity of design, architectural beauty and skilful workmanship. 

The Mayor and Town Council of the town of Cobourg, appreciating the 
skill of the Craft, of which you are here the honoured representative, desire 
to avail themselves of your presence and assistance upon this important occa- 
sion, that the foundation of this building may be laid with becoming ceremony 
and the character of the work be identified with the traditional importance of 
your superintendence, under the guidance of the Great Architect of the Uni- 
verse, whose overruling Providence we recognize and whose Divine protec- 
tion we invoke with grateful prayer. 

Sir Allan replied, echoing the words of the address presented to him. 

Mr. Thos. Gibbs Ridout, R. W. Prov, G.M., then delivered a brief address, 
which concluded thus: that the Victoria Hall may become a building for good 
men and good deeds and promote harmony and brotherly love till the world 
itself, shall end," to which all the brethren replied, So mote it be." 

The inscription on the stone was this: 

" This corner stone 
of 

"The Victoria Hall, 
Cobourg, 

was laid by the R, W., the Hon. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Baronet, Provin- 
cial Grand Master of Free Masons for Canada West under the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Lodge of England, assisted by the R. W., the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and a number of the brethren in the presence of the Mayor and Town 
Council of Cobourg, the clergy, sheriffs, magistrates. Warden and Municipal 
Council of the United Counties of Northumberland and Durham, the National 
Societies of St. George, St. Andrew and St. Patrick, the Orange and Odd 
Fellow Societies, the Volunteer Fire Companies, the inhabitants of Cobourg 
and the neighborhood, on Tuesday, the 30th day of December, A.D. 1856. 
A.L. 5856, in the twentieth year of the reign of Her Most Gracious Majesty 
Queen Victoria, His Excellency Sir Edmund Walker Head, Baronet, being 
Governor-General of British North America." 
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The silver trowel used on the occasion was furnished by Mr. Morrison, 
jeweller, King Street, Toronto, and was inscribed: 

Presented to 
Sir Allan Napier MacNab, P. G. M., • 

of 

« Free Masons, Canada West, 

by the 

Mayor and Town Council of Cobourg, 
on the 

Occasion of laying the corner stone of the 
Victoria Hall, 
Dec'r 30th, A.D. 1856, A.L. 5856. 

The year 1856 passed by without any matter of importance arising 
for adjudication. It covild be observed that the Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada had the call with a large number of people, for their lodges were 
gradually filling up, and their festivals, especially those of December, 
1836, were most successful. 


CHAPTKR CXII. 

A Special CoMMur^icATioisr of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, Toronto, 8th Jan., 1857, — The Report 
OF the Committee Appointed to Frame the Petition 
TO England. 

The committee of the Provincial body had been at work and were 
ready early in January , 1857, to report to the Provincial Grand Lodg-e. 
An especial communication was held at Toronto on the 8th Jan., 1857, 
for the purpose of receiving" the report of the committee appointed to 
frame the petition to England. There were present : 

R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout. D, G. IMaster, in the Chair, 

R. W. Bro. George W. Whitehead^ G. Sen. Warden. 

V. W, Bro. John Harding, G. Jun. Warden. 

V. W. Bro. W. M. Jamieson, G. Treasurer. 

V. W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, G, Secretary. 

W. Bro. Samuel B. Harman, G. Sen. Deacon. 

W. Bro. WiUiam Graham, G. Jun. Deacon. 

Bro. F. W. Cumberland, G, Supt. Works. 

Bro. W. G. Storm, G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Bro. Thomas Swinarton, G, Sword Bearer. 

Brtr. 'William Hay, as G. Pursuivant. 

Bro. C- Burrell, G. Steward. 

Bro. James Foreman. G. Tyler. 

The report of the committee was then read as follows: 

To the United Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Kngland. 

" The Memorial of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of Canada West, under the jurisdiction of the United Grand Lodge of 
England, 
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HUMBLY^ AND FRATERNALLY SHEWETH: 

That the present unhappy differences existing among Masons in the 
once happy and united Province of Canada are deeply deplored by your 
Memorialists, who, having never wavered in their allegiance to your august 
Body, once more desire to embody in this their memorial, the circumstances 
which have led to these difficulties, and the only course they now see left to 
reconcile and allay them. 

That, with reference to the formation of a Grand Lodge in Canada, your 
JSIemorialists cannot do better than quote from the Petition forwarded to the 
Grand Master of England in May, 1853, and which Petition will be found set 
out at length in the Appendix hereto, marked ' A.' {This petition, dated May, 
1853, has previotisly been given. 

The paragraphs on this subject are as follows: 
That the first Patent to call and establish a Provincial Grand Lodge in 
Canada West (then Upper Canada) was granted on the 7th day of March, 
A.L. 5793, by the Grand Lodge of England — of which His Grace the Duke 
of Athol was Grand Master — to the Right Worshipful Brother William Jarvis; 
that upon the death of that R. W. Brother, no successor being appointed by 
the M. W. the Grand Master, dissensions had arisen in this Province among 
the Fraternity, and continued for many years, without a local governing power 
to restrain or check them. This was in a very great measure remedied by the 
appointment of Simon AIcGillivray, Esq., as Provincial Grand Master, who, 
on the -23rd of September, A.L. 5822, opened, by virtue of his Patent from the 
United Grand Lodge of England, a Provincial Grand Lodge at the City of 
Toronto. On his death the Provincial Grand Lodge fell into abeyance, and 
no Provincial Grand Master was thereafter formed until A.L. 5845, when a 
Patent was issued to the R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab, under which this 
Provincial Grand Lodge is held. 

" * That much enthusiasm was felt among the Upper Canadian Masons on 
this re-establishment of a local governing body, as the careful tenor of tlieir 
proceedings in drafting their By-Laws and re-organizing the Provincial Grand 
Lodge will, by reference to the minutes of the same, most fully testify. 

• ' That the highest respect was felt for their Provincial Grand Master, 
Sir Allan N. MacNab, from his well-known and long-tried devotion and 
patriotism in the cause of his country; but that, while such was warmly ac- 
knowledged, it was nevertheless well known to the Brethren that, in matters 
purely Alasonic, the well-being of Masonry would depend on his appointing a 
Deputy Grand Master learned and skilled in our mysteries. 

* That the appointment of the respected Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Esquire, as such, his Deputy, was warmly 
received, and that it was clearly understood and expressed by the Provincial 
Grand Master, Sir AUan N. MacNab, on his Installation, that he would work 
by his Deputy. 

' That the burden of working the Provincial Grand Lodge has, it may 
be affirmed, entirely devolved upon the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, whose 
devotion to the Order and attention on all occasions has been unremitting; 
in support of which your Memorialists would state, that out of thirty-three 
meetings of the Provincial Grand Lodge since its re-organization, only five 
have been presided over by the Provincial Grand Master, one of which was 
the occasion of his Installation, and another the occasion of the Corner Stone 
of a Public Building being laid under the auspices of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and only three Regular Meetings have therefore been presided over 
by the Provincial Grand Master. The attention of the Grand Lodge is par- 
ticularly directed to these facts, as they will be found to bear upon matters 
which will be hereinafter introduced. 

' That a main source of gratification and satisfaction in this, the re- 
organization of the Provincial Grand Lodge, was based on the more intimate 
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and fraternal union it was naturally expected it would create between Masons 
in this vast but distant province and your august body, to whom they could 
appeal, through this organization, for encouragement, support, guidance 
and counsel. 

' That with deep disappointment your Memorialists are bound to record 
that a reference to the Minute and Letter Books during the eleven years that 
have since passed, warrant them in saying that the intercourse with the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland has, by the unhappy neglect of your body, resulted in a 
mere matter of Pounds, Shillings and Pence, the letters enclosing remit- 
tances for warrants and certificates being those alone which have occasionally 
been acknowledged by the Grand Secretary — they say occasionally, as even of 
these many are unanswered, while their Letters and Petitions on subjects of 
vital importance, not only to Masonry, but. as they will proceed to show, to 
the retention of that allegiance which it was once their proud boast to main- 
tain, have been either whofly neglected, or more latterly haughtily and in- 
sultingly rejected. 

' That your Memorialists advisedly use the word disappointment," 
which they would couple with the further expression of deep regret " at this 
complete frustration of their hopes and expectations; and your Memorialists 
now desire to record in detail, for the information of the Grand Lodge, the 
Resolutions and Petitions proposed and adopted by this Provincial Grand 
Lodge, with a view to obtaining from time to time such moderate extension 
of power, or, at the least, such fraternal counsel under refusal from the Grand 
Lodge, as would enable them to deal more fully with local difficulties; and 
they beg most particularly to call the attention of your august Body to the 
respectful attachment to the Grand Lodge of Kngland which is breathed in 
all these documents; and which if at length shaken can only have become so 
from long-continued and hopeless neglect. 

" * On the 6th of June, 1850, a general feeling of dissatisfaction having 
been expressed at the neglect of correspondence, and the delay in the trans- 
mission of Certificates from the Grand Secretary's Office, and a further feeling 
(resulting from the same) of reluctance on the part of the Lodges here to 
continue to pay their Grand Lodge dues, the following Resolution was 
adopted : 

That a respectful Memorial be prepared under the Direction of the 
Provincial Grand Master from this Provincial Grand Lodge, and transmitted 
to the Grand Lodge of England, expressive of the fraternal attachment of this 
Grand Lodge to the Parent Lodge, and of their desire to promote the interests 
of Masonry under the English Constitutions; That with this view it is considered 
essentially necessary that the Grand Lodge should confer additional powers 
upon and extend the authority of this Grand Lodge so as to enable it to collect 
all dues payable to the Grand Lodge of England from the different Lodges 
in Upper Canada, and transmit them to the Grand Lodge of England, and to 
receive in return from the Grand Lodge of England the diplomas of all mem- 
bers to be sent for distribution by this Grand Lodge to the different Lodges 
in Upper Canada; That this concession, if granted, would, in the opinion of 
this Grand Lodge, tend greatly to the promotion and consolidation of Masonry 
in Upper Canada, as it would bring all the lodges into direct communication 
on essential and pecuniary matters with the Provincial Grand Lodge, thus 
making the Provincial Grand Lodge the medium of communication between 
all the Lodges in Upper Canada and the Grand Lodge of England/ 

A petition was accordingly prepared embodying the above resolution 
and containing the following strong concluding paragraph: 

' It is also considered by your Petitioners to be necessary for the welfare 
of Masonry, that this Provincial Grand Lodge should be recognized and 
established as an independent Grand Lodge, with full power to control the 
working and operations of the Craft under its jurisdiction, for the accomplish- 
ment of which, your Petitioners humbly, respectfully and fraternally pray your 
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most Worshipful Body to do, or cause to be done, in the premises, whatever 
may be necessary and proper/ 

Your Memorialists merely quote from this Petition to show that, even 
at this eariy day, the neglect of the Grand Lodge was the proposal for In- 
dependence, with a view to a more active Local Government, but, from the deep 
feeling of attachment still prevailing with the majority oi the brethren, the 
adoption of this Petition was allowed to be deferred, and it was at length 
withdrawn. 

" On the 20th October, 1852, the neglect of the Grand Lodge still con- 
tinuing, the subject of independence was again introduced, the following reso- 
lutions being unanimously adopted: 

" ' 1st. That this Grand Lodge entertains towards the Grand Lodge of 
England feelings of the highest respect and esteem, that it is our most ardent 
desire to cultivate those feelings, to advance the interests and to establish 
upon a firmer basis the character of Masonry in this Province. 

' 2nd, That with a view to the carrying out of the primary objects of oui 
time-honored institution, namely, that of being more useful to our fellow- 
creatures, it is necessary that all the funds accruing from the operations of the 
Craft in this Province be retained by this Grand Lodge. 

'''3rd. That it is absolutely necessary for the welfare of Masonry that a 
separate Grand Lodge be established with full power to control the working and 
operations of the Craft in this quarter of the Globe; to secure which a Com- 
mittee be appointed to draft a Petition to the Grand Lodge of England based 
on the foregoing Resolutions, praying for permission to establish a Grand 
Lodge in that part of the Province of Canada formerly constituting Upper 
Canada, with full power and authority to manage and control all matters con- 
nected with such Grand Lodge and all lodges working under the Constitution 
of the Grand Lodge of England; and that the said Committee be fully em- 
powered to carry on all correspondence with the Grand Lodge of England for 
the purpose of securing the absolute independence of such Grand Lodge/ 

" On the 20th May, 1853, on the Minutes of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
being read, it was moved in amendment to their confirmation, 

* That the Minutes of the Regular Communication of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, holden at Toronto, on the 20th and 2xst October, 1852, be con- 
firmed with the exception of those Resolutions (Nos. 2 and 3) praying for 
permission to establish an independent Grand Lodge/ 

" Which was lost, and a Committee was appointed, and the Petition pre- 
pared and unanimously adopted, which is set out at length in the Appendix 
to the Memorial marked * A,' to which Petition attention is particularly re- 
quested, as it will be the subject of frequent remarks in this Memorial. 

" In the Appendix, marked ' B,' (The Petition of May, 1853, was ac- 
companied by a letter from Thomas Gibbs Ridotit, the Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master, asking the Grand Secretary to lay the petition before the Grand 
Master, the Earl of Zetland, urging that there should not be any further delay, 
and pointing out the fact that the Canadian lodges under the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland were about forming a Canadian Grand Lodge. There were also en- 
closed copies of letters sent on the Sth and 19th of March of the same year, 
which had enclosed a remittance of £35 4s. and one of £30, i6s. 6d.. neither of 
which had been acknowledged by the Grand Secretaries of England, although 
both bills had been paid at Glynn's Bank in London in the April previous. 
Bro. Ridout pointed out that the Craft in Canada ' suffered a great deal of 
annoyance by the non-arrival ' of the various warrants and documents re- 
quired) will be next found the Letter of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 
enclosing this Petition, and in the latter paragraph of which allusion is made 
to the neglect in the office of the Grand Secretary.) 

On the 9th May, 1854 — The Petitions and Letters remaining unanswered 
and unacknowledged, the following Resolution was adopted: 

' That the P. Grand Secretary do forthwith write to the M. Worshipful 
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Master, through the Grand Registrar, stating that resolutions of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge of Canada were transmitted to the Grand Secretary in 
December last, and that no answer thereto has been received or acknow- 
ledgment thereof made, and that the correspondence connected with the 
transmission of said resolvitions be at the same time forwarded: and further, 
that the Provincial Grand Lodge has suffered materially from the neglect of 
the Grand Secretary's office in not acknowledging receipt of moneys trans- 
mitted on the 5th and iQth of March, 1853, as well for Lodge Charters as for 
Master Masons' Certificates, and the non-transmission of said Charters and 
Certificates/ 

" In compliance with this Resolution, the Provincial Grand Secretary ad- 
dressed the following letter to The Right Honourable and Most Worshipful 
the Grand Master, the Karl of Zetland. 

' Provincial Grand Lodge, C.W., 

' Toronto, June 12, 1854. 

*' * Most Worshipful Grand Master: 

* I am instructed by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, as 
per enclosed Resolution, to transmit to your Lordship the several documents 
enclosed, which are true copies of those which have been forwarded, according 
to their several dates, to the Grand Secretary, but to which this Grand Lodge 
has not as yet received any reply. 

' I have the honour to be, your most obedient and humble servant, 

* (Signed) F. Richardson, 

"* * Pro. Grand Secretary/ 

*^ The documents enclosed were: 
" Copy Letter — Deputy Provincial Grand Master, enclosing Remittance, 
dated March 5, 1853, 

Copy Letter — Deputy Provincial Grand Master, enclosing Remittance, 
dated March 19, 1853. 

Copy Letter — Deputy Provincial Grand Master, with Petition (see Ap- 
pendix B.), Dec. 3, 1853. 

Cop}- Letter, and Copy of Petition of May, 1S53 (see Appendix A,)- 
** Still further to ensure the safe delivery of this communication, the Pro- 
vincial Grand Secretary forwarded the same for delivery at the Grand Regis- 
trar's Office, to Brother B. R. Townsend, of London; and your Memorialists 
have now before them the Report, bearing date the 35th of September, 1855, 
of * The Committee appointed by the Board of General Purposes to inquire 
into the Petition, allegations and statements of certain Brethren of the Craft 
in the Province of Canada West,' which states: 

* That the Remittances referred to in the Petition were received in letters 
severally dated 5th and 19th March, 1853, and respectively received on the 22nd 
March and 4th April, 1853, and the Committee regret to add that no proof 
was adduced to them of such remittances having been acknowledged, and no 
satisfactory reason suggested for the omission. 

" 'That the Petition to the Most Worshipful the Grand Master, from the 
said Brethren in Canada West, appeared to have been received on the 19th of 
December, 1853, but in consequence of his absence from town, the same was 
not laid before him until the latter end of February, 1854. 

' That no directions have been given on the subject of the said Petition, 
which remains unanswered to this time,' 

The report of this Committee is set out at length in the x\ppendix, under 
the letter ' C/ 

'* Your Memorialists have quoted from it as above, in the body of their 
Memorial, to bring prominently before your notice the actual date of the re- 
ceipt of their Petition, which has never yet been acknowledged. 

On the nth May, 1855. a year later, but still the Petition and letters 
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remaining unanswered, the following Notice of Motion and Resolution were 
adopted: 

V. W. Br. W. M. Wilson, Master of Norfolk lodge. Simcoe, gave 
notice: 'That at the next Communication of this Grand Lodge, he will move 
that a Petition be forwarded to the Grand Lodge of England, praying that 
R. W. Body to divide Upper Canada into three Masonic Divisions, establishing 
a Grand Lodge in each Division, and also that at the said Meeting a Delegate 
be appointed to proceed to England for the purpose of attending such matters 
as may be entrusted to him by this Grand Lodge.' 

'"On motion, it was Resolved: 'That the R. W. Master be requested to 
summon a lodge of Emergency, to be held as early in July as possible, for 
the purpose of taking into consideration the motion to be proposed by the 
mover of this resolution, and that the Grand Secretary be instructed to for- 
ward a copy of the motion to each Lodge tmder this jurisdiction, and such 
other matters as may be brought forward.' 

On the 19th of July, 1855, a Special Meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge was held in compliance with the foregoing Resolution. At this meet- 
ing, one of the largest and most influential ever held in Canada, the feeling of 
excitement on the subject of the continued neglect of the Grand Lodge of 
England, had reached so great a height, that it was only through the strenu- 
ous exertions of the moderate party that the following Resolution was lost: 

" That a meeting of Delegates from all the Lodges in the Province, under 
all jurisdictions, be invited to meet at an early day, to take the necessary steps 
for communicating with the Grand Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland, for 
the purpose of forming an Independent Grand Lodge.' 

And the following Resolution was adopted: 

' That the Provincial Grand Secretary do forthwith write to the Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England, that it is the earnest and respectful 
desire of this Provincial Grand Lodge, that an answer be returned to the 
prayer of the petition of this Provincial Grand Lodge, sent to the Grand Mas- 
ter on the 1st December, 1853, which answer, if returned forthwith, will tend 
to allay that intense excitement, already too prevalent in this Provincial Grand 
Lodge, and that the Secretary do send a copy of this Resolution to the Grand 
Secretary.* 

While towards the close of the meeting, 
" Br. Henry Crouse, Senior Warden of Norfolk lodge, Simcoe, gave 
notice — * That if our Petition for a Canadian Grand Lodge does not meet with 
a favorable reception at the Grand Lodge of England, Norfolk lodge will 
again bring the subject up to be disposed of in such a manner as may be 
deemed proper.' 

On the 23rd October, 1855, the Provincial Grand Secretary had the 
painful duty to commimicate to the Provincial Grand Lodge the first secession 
from their allegiance in the case of Norfolk lodge, County Simcoe, No. 500; 
while, to show the strong feeling of attachment still existing, the follow^ing 
Resolution was immediately adopted: 

''"That the Norfolk lodge, having oflicially notified, under the Seal of 
the Lodge, this Provincial Grand Lodge, that the said Lodge has thrown off 
its allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, the Provincial Grand Master 
be respectfitlly requested to notify the Lodges, remaining true to their allegi- 
ance, that they are not to admit to visit them any member of said Norfolk 
lodge, nor of any other Lodge which may adopt the same course, until the 
Provincial Grand Master has received instructions from the Grand Lodge of 
England how to act/ 

At this same meeting once more was it resolved to seek a reply from 
the Grand Lodge of England to their long-neglected Petition, and the fol- 
lowing strong Resolution was adopted: 

' That the Grand Lodge of England be earnestly requested to entertain, 
without loss of time, the Petition of this Grand Lodge, forwarded so long back 
50a 
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.a$ DeceiTiber, in 1853, as this Provincial Grand Lodge cannot but feel that the 
vital interests of Masonry in Canada are now at stake.' 

" Your Memorialists have thus recorded in detail the patient and earnest 
endeavor on the part of this Provincial Grand Lodge to avoid a schism with 
your august Body, but ere the next half-yearly meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, a large number of Brethren had withdrawn; and your Memorialists 
cannot in this their Memorial do more than allude to the organization of a 
Body styled The Grand Lodge of Canada, and annex the Appendix, under the 
letter " D/' (This was the report from the Hamilton Gazette " of Novernber, 
1855, giving an account of the Convention held at Hamilton, on the loth 
October, when the Grand Lodge of Canada was formed. It was practically 
the proceedings of the first meeting of the Grand Lodge), a copy of 
the published reports of their proceedings. Deeply deploring this 
event, although the very recital your Memorialists have just given must well 
nigh have led to the conclusion that such a contingency was inevitable, the 
Provincial Grand Lodge pTeld firm to their allegiance, and in the following 
Resolutions showed their earnest desire still to maintain the same, while cling- 
ing yet to the hope of receiving that consideration to which their patient 
loyalty, if nothing else, might well entitle them: 

ist. That the Board of General Purposes be instructed to communicate 
the true position of this Grand Lodge to the Grand Lodges of England, Ire- 
land and Scotland, and all the Gr^nd Lodges of the United States^ as regards 
the movement of the self-styled Grand Lodge of Canada, stating the correct 
number of lodges present at the Convention in Plamilton, in October last, and 
from what Grand Lodges they hailed; the number of Lodges holding war- 
rants under the Grand Lodge of England, at the time of said movement; the 
number of Lodges which have seceded, and the number of new Lodges estab- 
lished since, under this jurisdiction. 

" * 2nd. That this Grand Lodge has seen with satisfaction a notice in the 
April number of the London Freemasons* Magazine, signifying the inten- 
tion of Br. the Rev. George R. Portal, P. S. G. W., to introduce at the next 
Quarterly Meeting of the Grand Lodge of England a motion to the following 
effect : 

That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, it is expedient that the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West should enjoy all the immunities and 
privileges of an independent Grand Lodge, save and except that it shall once 
in every three years svibmit the names of one or more brethren to the M. W. 
the G. M. of England, who shall appoint one of them to be Prov. G. M.; and 
the Prov. G. M. so appointed shall exercise the same powers within his Pro- 
vince as are exercised by the M. W. the G. M. in England. That it is fur- 
ther expedient that the same privileges be accorded to other Foreign Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodges on their Petition; and the M. W, the G. M. is hereby 
respectfully requested to carry this resolution into effect at as early a period 
as possible.' and also, ' That the thanks of this G. L. are due and are hereby 
given to those Canadian Lodges, which have maintained their allegiance to the 
M. W. the G. M. and G. L. of England.' 

*\' 3^<i' That this Provincial Grand Lodge heartily approves of the principle 
contained in the said intended motion, and would respectfully but strongly 
urge its adoption by the Grand Lodge of England, satisfied as they are that 
wide-spread dissatisfaction, resulting in disastrous consequences to the peace 
and prosperity of the fraternity in Canada will follow, should immediate action 
on their just complaints be longer delayed; that this Provincial Grand Lodge 
would sugorest that the said Resolution be modified so as to provide that the 
election of the Grand Master be made by this Grand Lodge, with this proviso 
—that if disallowed by the Grand Lodge of England within six months after 
it shall have taken place, it shall be void, but otherwise have full force and 
effect. 
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4tli. That the foregoing: Resolution be transmitted by the G. S. of the G. 
L. of Kngland, and that copies be forwarded by him to each of the G. Oflicers 
of the Grand Lodge of England, and to Bro. the Rev, G. R. Portal, with a 
request that they will be pleased to support the same at the next Session of 
the Grand Lodge of England, after its receipt/' 

'* The Report, prepared in accordance with Resolution No. i has been 
already forwarded to the Grand Lodge of England, but is again annexed hereto 
as Appendix E. (This was the report prepared and issued from the Grand 
Secretary's office on May 8th, 1858), — 

*' Your Memorialists now come to that stage of their narrative when they 
have to notice at length — not a reply from the Grand Lodge of England, 
for this has never yet been vouchsafed them — but an official publication under 
date of June, 1856, containing the remarks of the Grand Master, as ptit forth 
with all the weight of his authority, when the matter of their Petition was at 
length brought forward (see Appendix F.). 

But the desire and firm resolve on the part of your Memorialists to con- 
fine themselves in this their Memorial, within the due bounds of respect and 
moderation, in approaching your august Body, will not allow them to allude 
more than passingly to the observations therein recorded of the M. W. the 
Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland, and the painful sensation they have created 
in the minds, as well of your Memorialists, as of all Masons desiring to pre- 
serve, amid repeated neglect, their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England. 
Your Memorialists merely desire to append the resolutions adopted in Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge on the ^jrd of October, and. which have led to this Me- 
morial: 

* ist. Resolved, That this Provincial Grand Lodge have been deeply 
pained that the Grand Master of England should have received in such a man- 
ner the constitutional conduct which this Provincial Grand Lodge have 
pursued throughout their difficulties and grievances, and this pain is rendered 
more intense that he should in any way have blamed for , unconstitutional con- 
duct the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, who has, by the direction of the 
Provincial Grand Alaster, conducted the entire business of the Province, and 
whose zeal for Masonry, and whose efforts to maintain it in unsullied purity, 
have gained for him the deepest respect and esteem of all the Masons in Canada. 

" * 2nd. That this Provincial Grand Lodge desire to express in the strong- 
est terms their disapproval of the unjust and uncourteous treatment which 
they have experienced at the hands of the M. W. Grand Master of England, 
and to express their conviction that most of the difficulty which has occurred 
in Canada has arisen from the loss or mislaying of documents transmitted by 
this Provincial Grand Lodge, in the Grand Secretary's Office, and which, if 
they had been properly preserved and, carefully read, would have removed the 
lamentable ignorance of Canadian affairs which has been exhibited by those 
high in office who ought to have been better acquainted with our position. 

" * 3rd. That the cordial thanks of this Provincial Grand Lodge be tendered 
to the Rev. G. R. Portal for the interest he has taken in our affairs, and that 
he be respectfully requested as a member of the Board of General Purposes, to 
act as our Representative at the Grand Lodge of England, and that the Grand 
Secretary be informed thereof. 

" ' 4th. That inasmuch as this Provincial Grand Lodge petitioned the 
Grand Lodge of England through the M. W. the Grand Master, and in doing 
so wished to tender, and imagined they were paying the highest compliment 
to the M. W. Grand Master, and inasmuch as the M. W. Grand Master has 
refused to allow the Grand Lodge of England to be recognized in his person ; 
Be it Resolved, That this Provincial Grand Lodge do now present a Petition 
to the Grand Lodge of England in the place of the one forwarded to the M. W. 
the Grand Master. 

" * 5th. That Brethren Harlngton. Harman, Richardson, Barron, Whitehead, 
Cumberland and Harding be a Committee to embody fully in a Petition, with 
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ample minutes and dates up to tlie present time, the grievances and present 
wants of the brethren, and that the same be printed and sent round to every 
Lodge in Canada West retaining its loyal attachment to the Grand Lodge 
o£ England for their earnest consideration thereof, and that the R. W. Deputy 
Grand Master be respectfully requested to call a Special Meeting to confirm 
the Petition for transmission to England.' 

In conclusion, your Memorialists would firmly state that they consider 
the time has been allowed to pass when moderate concessions would have 
more than satisfied the Masons of Canada, and that less than entire independ- 
ence as to the government of the Craft will not allay the excitement which now 
too largely prevails in this once happy, united and loyal Province. They 
would, therefore, respectfully memorialize your august Body to give recogni- 
tion to the establishment of this Provincial Grand Lodge as THE GRAND 
LODGE OF UPPER CANADA, with full and unrestricted powers, to whom 
it will ever be a proud and grateful consideration, that hailing from the Grand 
Lodge of England they will remain essentially an English Grand Lodge in 
this the noblest Province of England's dominion; that their independence has 
been constitutional, and that her statutes will remain their law," 

After the reading" of this report the Grand Secretary informed 
the Grand Lodge that he had forwarded to the Lodges under this juris- 
diction, copies of the Memorial^ with a request that the several Mas- 
ters would call special meetings of their lodges to consider the same 
and communicate the result prior to the meeting to be held this day ; 
in accordance with which request, the following lodges had given 
their entire and cordial approval of the Memorial : 
St. Andrew's Lodge, Toronto. 
St. John's Lodge, Kingston. 
Belleville Lodge, Belleville. 
St. John's Lodge, Cobourg. 
Western Light Lodge, Bolton. 
LTnion Goderich Lodge, Goderich. 
Ionic Lodge, Toronto. 
L^nited Lodge, Brighton. 
Ontario Lodge, Port Hope. 
Corinthian Lodge, Peterborough. 
Keniptville Lodge, Ivemptville. 
Jerusalem Lodge, Bowman ville. 
Amity Lodge, Dvumville. 
Rose Lodge, Sandwich. 

St. George's Lodge, Gosfield. ' 
Welland Lodge, Fonthill. 

St. George's Lodge, London. j 
King Solomon's Lodge, Woodstock. 
Wellington Lodge, Chatham. 
Madoc Lodge, Madoc. 
Krie Lodge, Morpeth. 
Consecon Lodge, Consecon. 
Corinthian Lodge, Stanle^^'s Mills. 
Merrickville Lodge, Merrickville. 
North Gower Lodge, North Gower. 
Doric Lodge, Ottawa. 
Corinthian Lodge, Ottawa. 
Simcoe Lodge, Simcoe. 
Stirling Lodge, Stirling. 
St. John's Lodge, Toronto. 
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This was from thirt}' lodg^es of tlie Provincial jurisdiction, and 
to a certain extent gave renev^ed confidence to the Provincial Lodge. 
The memorial was so satisfactor\' that it was adopted and ordered to 
be transmitted to the Grand Lodge of England with the following 
resolution : 

Resolved — That the Memorial now adopted by the Prov. Grand Lodge 
be forwarded through the proper channel, afid that Brothers R. H. Townsend 
and the Rev. G. R. Portal, the representative of this Prov. Grand Lodge, in 
the Grand ' Lodge of Kngland, be requested to enforce the prayer of said 
Memorial/' 

And in order to make the case still stronger it was also resolved 

that 

** The Provincial Grand SecreLaiy be directed to forward to the Prov. 
Grand Master of Montreal and William Henry, and of Quebec and Three 
Rivers, copies 'of the Memorial as adopted, and requesting the co-operation 
of their respective Grand Lodges in carrying out the prayer of the Memorial, 
and tmiting in the foundation of 'a Grand Lodge of Canada/' 

This closed the work of the senii-anntial meeting. 

The Canadian question was the principal topic of discussion in 
1857 amongst the members of the Grand Lodge of Kngland. An 
emergent communication of the Grand Lodge of Kngland was held on 
the 1 2th February, 1857, when Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal rose to 
present certain petitions relative to Canadian affairs. 

After a discussion as to whether the subject could be brought up 
at an emergent meeting, Bro. Portal moved, seconded by Karl Car- 
narvon : 

That a return be forthwith ordered from the Grand Secretary of Canada 
West, stating the 'number of Provincial Grand Lodges held during the master- 
ship of the present Provincial Grand Master, and specifying those at which 
he presided in person.'^ " 

Bro. Portal said: One of the complaints made by the Canadian brethren 
was that their Provincial Grand Master neglected to a considerable extent the 
business of his province. I, therefore, think it is important, in order that we 
may be well informed concerning ' such a state of things as that which exists 
in Canada, that we should know whether the P. G. M. has held P. G. Lodges. 

His high position must prevent him from attending as much to his Prov. 
Gr. Lodge as he ought to, because he is the first Minister of the Crown 
in the colony. (Hear, hean) But his being the first Minister of the Crown 
in that Province does not do away with the necessity of holding Provincial 
Grand Lodges at which, of course, his Deputy could attend. 

** In the month ^ of June last remarks fell in this lodge from the M. W. the 
G. M., which have been received as a matter of great offence in Canada, and 
I cannot but hope that these remarks are capable of explanation. (Hear, hear.) 
And I hope they have been merely misunderstood. 

The P, G. L. of ^C. W. agreed on 23rd Oct. to a resolution, expressing 
dissatisfaction with the statement. A great deal will depend upon the question 
as to whether the P, G. M. has or has not been present in his P, G, Lodges. 
If he has been unavoidably absent, it would devolve upon his deputy to con- 
duct the business. I am anxious, therefore, that we should know whether the 
P. G. M. of Canada has or has not regularly held his lodges, or whether he 
has been unable to attend in person. I hope, therefore, that there will be no 
opposition, and that Grand Lodge will grant me the return I ask for." 

Bro. Dobie thought that as the P. G. M. is an officer under the direct 
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control of the G. M., the wording of the motion should be changed, as G. L. 
had no power over a P. G. M. An alteration would, however, meet the case. 

Canon Portal held that G. L. had control, and declined to make any altera- 
tion. The motion was carried. 

Matters in England were progressing-. The M. W. the Grand 
Master, seeing the disaster that awaited the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West, if timely warning were not heeded, moderated his 
tone and was evidently impressed with the resolutions which had been 
forwarded him by the Provincial Lodge of Canada West. The Ma- 
sonic Chronicle and Grand Lodge Observer of 20th June, 1857, said: 

The M. W. Grand 'Master next laid before the Grand Lodge a copy of 
the communication which he addressed to the Provincial Grand Masters of 
the three Provincial Grand Lodges in Canada, and the answer which he had 
received from the Prov. Grand Secretary of Canada West, and a communica- 
.tion on the subject addressed to him by W. Bro. W. W. Beach." 

Bro. Beach was on a visit to Canada, and at the request of the 
M. W. the Grand Master of Kngland undertook to enquire into 
Masonic matters and to determine, if possible, a course which would 
be acceptable to the Canadian Masons. The communication whici! 
was addressed by the M. W. the Grand Master of England to the 
Provincial Grand Lodge is given in full in the proceedings of the 
semi-annual communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge, held at 
Toronto, on the 30th June, 1857, It was written by the Grand Secre- 
tary^ of England by command of the \l. W. the Grand IMaster, and 
announced the full transcript of his opinion. Briefly, this admitted 
that the complaints of the brethren of Canada were reasonable, and 
that the G. M. was not fully acquainted with the state of affairs in 
Canada when he last addressed the Grand Lodge. He felt that he 
could not grant all the privileges asked, because that would declare 
the Canadian body independent of the Grand Lodge of England. 
However, he was willing to accept their nomination of a Grand Master, 
the confirmation of which he would not withhold unless for valid 
reasons. In making this concession he announced only his own in- 
tention, and did not propose to alter the constitutions of England or 
bind his successors by his action. He also proposed a reduction of 
fees and for the issuance of blank certificates, so that delay in issuing 
such documents in the future would be impossible. He also thought 
that Provincial Grand Masters might be appointed in Canada, so that 
every lodge might be within reasonable distance of its Provincial 
Grand Lodge. He declined to allow the Provincial Grand Master of 
Canada to appoint subordinate P. G. M.'s. His letter was addressed 
to Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Provincial Grand Master for Canada 
West, and copies were sent not only to the Grand Lodge of Canada 
West, but to Provincial Grand Masters in Lower Canada. 

The following is a copy of the letter sent by Bro. Beach to the 
Earl of Zetland, in accordance with his promise to enquire into Cana- 
dian Masonic affairs: 

;^To the Earl of Zetland, . . 

** Most Worshipful Grand Master: 

" I beg: to communicate to you some information relating fo the affairs of 
Canada. When I arrived at Toronto your Lordship's letter had been received 
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a few days before. A meeting was summoned, to consist of the most influen- 
tial Brethren, for the purpose of considering the best line of conduct. The 
Provincial Grand Master of Quebec and the Deputy Grand Master of Canada 
West attended, as well as many other Masters of Lodges. Your Lordship's 
letter was read, and appeared to give considerable satisfaction. Each Brother 
then proceeded to give his opinion on the subject. I was thus enabled to gain 
the information I desired. They appeared to be very desirous of maintaining 
their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, if such could be done without 
injury to the Canadian Masons. They acknowledged that the concessions 
Were large and gracefully bestowed, but that the time had gone by; they would 
have been considered ample, but that it was now loo late. The Independent 
body had gained such strength that it was now impossible to resist them. 
M any of the most energetic Brethren in Canada were amongst their numbers. 
They were continually gaining proselytes. ]\Iany went over to them, but none 
returned. The greatest friends were debarred from Masonic intercourse, be- 
cause they belonged respectively to the legitimate and spurious body. Nothing 
could restore the happiness of the Provinces that failed to unite the whole of 
the Freemasons in Canada. The Independent movement might have been 
checked, but several causes render it now impossible. The Grand Lodge 
of Ireland, on being applied to for recognition of the Independent body as a 
Grand Lodge, wrote to the Grand Lodge of England for advice on the subject. 
Unfortunately no answer was received. The Grand Lodge of Ireland pro- 
ceeded to recognize the Independent body as a Grand Lodge, reserving her 
jurisdiction over any Lodge that did not wish to join them. It is almost need- 
less to say that this had greatly added to the difficulties. 

The intelligence had just been received of the formation of a Grand 
Chapter by the Independent body. 

At the funeral of Brother Zimmerman, a very large number of Free- 
masons attended to demonstrate their respect for the deceased. The Deputy 
Provincial Grand IVIaster oT Canada West and the Grand Master (so called) 
of the Independents were both present. In order to prevent any unpleasing 
demonstration of feeling, it was thought advisable to request an American 
Grand Master to preside on the occasion. It is with great difficulty that a 
great proportion of our Lodges have been prevented from seceding. Con- 
tinued motions have been announced and withdrawn by particular request. In 
short, nothing short of Independence will suffice for the present emergency. 
It is, therefore, the humble request of the Freemasons in Canada, who still 
maintain their allegiance to you, M. W. Sir, and to the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, that yovi would be pleased to allow them to form an Independent Grand 
Lodge; that their Charters (after having been restored) might be returned to 
them, to hang in their Lodges as a memorial of the connection that has so long 
existed. In the event of this concession being granted, the Independent body 
would agree to join them, and to elect a Grand Master, and that they would 
then recognize the Grand Lodge of England as their Court of Appeal. 

" Firmly persuaded as I am that this is the only solution of the difiiciilty, 
I venture most earnestly to sabmit it for your Lordship's consideration. If I 
can render any further information I shall be happy to do so. 

T have the honor to remain, yours fraternally, 

'^(Signed) W. Wither Beach." 

" Boodles, May 5, 1857*" 

On arriving- in Toronto, Bro. Beach had interviews with Bros. 
Ridont pnd Haring-ton. The day before he left Toronto Bro. Richard- 
son, by instruction of the Oeputy Grand Master, answered the letter 
of the Grand Secretary of England, dated 13th May, as follows: 

Provincial Grand Lodge, Canada West, 

" Toronto. April 6th, 1857. 

W. Brother — I am commanded by the R. W. Deputy Grand Master to 
acknowledge the receipt of your communication, dated the 13th March, and 
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to assure you, that although he duly appreciates the Masonic spirit which has 
dictated the statement made by the M. W. Grand Master to the Grand Lodge 
or Kngland, yet he fears that the concessions proposed in that statement are 
made at too late a period to be acceptable to the Canadian Craft, and that they 
will not be sufficient to allay the strong feeHng of discontent prevailing 
throughout the whole of this jurisdiction. The Brethren are now waiting for 
a reply to the memorial of this Prov. Grand Master, laid before the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland on the 4th day of March last, and it is the decided opinion 
of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master and the officers of his Grand Lodge, that 
should an unfavorable reply to that memorial be received, in three months 
from that date there will scarcely be a Lodge tliat will retain its allegiance to 
the Grand Lodge of England. W. Bro. Beach, of England, has just left this 
city, after passing a few hours amongst us; a number of the leading Masons 
(including the R. W. Prov. Grand Master for Quebec and Three Rivers) had 
an interview with him, and explained most fully the true position of Masonry 
in this Province at the present time. He clearly saw the hopelessness of any 
concession short of the prayer of the memorial being acceptable to the Cana- 
dian Craft, and I have no doubt he will convey to the M. W. Grand Master all 
the information he has received on Canadian affairs. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master further commands me to say that it 
would be very desirable if a reply to the memorial could be transmitted to us 
before the last week in May, as about that time our Prov. Grand Lodge will 
meet, and the Brethren are anxiously looking forward to that meeting, hoping 
to receive a positive and final reply to their appeal to the Grand Lodge of 
England. In conclusion, the R. W. Deputy Grand Master begs me to express 
his deep regret that the proposed concessions had not been made prior to the 
formation of the Independent Grand Lodge, which is now in full and success- 
ful operation; had such been done, he had no doubt that the proposed altera- 
tions in the constitution in regard to Colonial Lodges would have been suffi- 
cient to allay all dissensions, and to have prevented a severance of the Cana- 
dian Lodges from their Alother Grand Lodge, now he fears unavoidable. 

I have the honor to be, \V. Brother, 
Yours fraternally, 
^'(Signed) Francis Richardson, P.G.S. 
" William H, White, Esq., Freemasons' Hall, London." 

Durino- the visit of P>ro. Beach to Canada the petition of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge had been laid before the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land by Bro. Portal, and had been referred to the Colonial P>oard, so 
that it was some weeks before an answer was sent to Canada. On 
the i6th April, 1857, the Colonial Board directed that an answer be 
transmitted to the Provincial Grand Lodge. Evidently the Colonial 
Board thought that expressions of regard and confidence in the loyalty 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge wonld hold the Canadian brethren in 
their fealty to the Cirand Lodge of England. Subsequent events show 
that the Provincial Grand Lodge was not satisfied, for within a few 
rnonths of the receipt of the reply of the Colonial Board, the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge passed out of existence in its union with the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. 

The letter of the Grand Secretary on this subject was as follows: 

Freemasons' Hall, London, i6th April, 1857. 
"To Francis Richardson. Esq., P.G.S.. Toronto. 

" Sir and Brother — I have the honor to inform you that the Memorial 
from the P. G. L., of Canada West, was presented to the Grand Lodg^e of 
England by the W Brother, the Rev. G. R. Portal, at the Quarterly Com- 
munication in March last, and was ordered to be referred to the Colonial Board 
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in conjunction with the M. W. the G. M., that a reply might be sent to the 
Provincial G. L. of Canada West at as early a period as possible. I am 
directed to transcribe for your information and that of the Prov. G. L. a com- 
munication from the AT. W. the G. M. to the Grand Lodge of England at the 
Quarterly Commuin'ca Lion in March relative to Canada, in which he says: 

(Here ft>JJows the Communication of the TVI. W, the G. Master, dated 13th 
March, 1857.) 

T am directed to express the earnest hope of this Grand Lodge, that the 
remedies proposed by the M. W. the G. M. will be found to meet the require- 
ments of the P. G. L. of Canada West, and that your P. G. L. will accept in 
the trtie Masonic spirit of brotherly love the frank and hearty expression of 
regret contained in the above recited communication, as the earnest of a 
sincere desire to co-operate with them in the promotion of the interests of our 
common order. 

I am also desired to direct your attention to the appointment of a 
Colonial Board, for the sole purpose of transacting all business between the 
G. L. of Kngland and the District G. Lodges as an assurance that no efforts 
will be wanting to prevent all ground for complaint in future. 

I am finally instructed to express to you the confidence entertained by 
this G. L. in the continued loyalty of the P. G. L. of Canada West, and its 
firm reliance upon the attachment to your mother G. I-., which has been so 
honorably manifested under circumstances of peculiar trial, and I am to assure 
you that both the ]\L W. the G. IM. and the Colonial Board will be at all times 
most anxious to entertain any suggestions from your P. G. L., as well as render 
you their utmost assistance in promoting the welfare and extending the in- 
fluence of your Provincial Grand Lodge. 

I have the honor to remain, dear Sir and Brother, 
'* Yours faithfully and fraternally, 

(Signed) William H. White, G.S. 

** By order of the Colonial Board, 

(Signed) W. Burlton, President." 

These letters having* been submitted at a quarterly communication 
of the Grand Lodge of England: 

R. W. Bro. Hall, P.G.M., of Cambridgeshire, moved that these communi- 
cations be referred to the Colonial Board to report on them. 
V. W. Bro. Henderson, G.R,, seconded the motion. 

V. W. Bro, Cox, G.C., inquired of Bro. Hall if he were to understand that 
those documents were to be laid before the Grand Lodge in September next. 

The M. W. Grand Master said, that if it was the wish of Grand Lodge that 
they should be now read, he had not the slightest objection to their being so. 

W. Bro. Savage said that it did not appear to him extraordinary to refer 
them to the Colonial Board, before they themselves knew anything about them. 

W. Bro. Jones thought they ought to be printed and placed before Grand 
Lodge, before they were called upon to take any steps in reference to them. 
They related to a matter which had created a great deal of interest and excite- 
ment in the Craft, and he therefore thought the G. L. ought to be in a position 
to understand the question fully. 

W. Bro. Binckes would suggest that the difficulty might be got rid of if 
these documents were referred to the Colonial Board, with the understanding 
that they w«re to be printed in extenso and appended to their report, no matter 
what the nattrre of that report might be. 

The M. W. Grand Master stated that the only objection he had to their 
now being read at full length was. that they would occupy tlfe whole of the 
evening. He therefore thought it better to refer them to the Colonial Board 
to report on them. 

Bro. Binckes agreed with the M. W. the G. M. that that was the most 
convenient course to adopt; but he wished the G. L, to have a specific under- 
standing, that whatever might be the report of the Board, those documents 
should be printed and presented with it. 
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W. Bro. Rev. G. R. Portal — Most W. G. M., I think it would meet the 
desire of all parties, both those who wish that the time of the Grand Lodge 
should not be occupied by the reading of those documents, and those who are 
of opinion that we should not be kept in ignorance of their contents, if the 
brethren will agree to the following resolution: That they be referred to the 
Colonial Board, with instructions to have them printed and to present them 
as an appendix to the report. 

W. Bro. Binckes said the resolution completely adopted his views, and 
he had therefore great pleasure in seconding it. 

The M. W. the G. M. having put the motion, it was agreed to. 

The Masonic press in Kngland was discussing the situation, and 
shortl}^ after the quarterly meeting of Grand Lodge, the Masonic 
Observer/' of London, in its issue of June aoth, 1857, contained the 
following editorial: 

A very accurate idea of the present state of feeling in Canada may be 
gathered from the important communication of the P. G. M. of Quebec, and 
from the lucid statement of Br. Beach, M.P., which we publish to-day. 

From these documents it would appear that the Independent Grand 
Lodge has made such way as to threaten to absorb our own P. G. L., 
which has hitherto maintained its connection with England, and the only course 
that seems now to be open to us, if we desire to maintain the latter as an in- 
dependent body, is to establish them upon such a footing of self-government 
as will enable them to compete with the self-constituted G. L., and even to 
turn the tables and re-attract them into one common society. 

There can, prima facie, be little question that union among Masons is the 
best guarantee for uniformity and efficiency, and it is, in itself, to be regretted 
that the necessity has arisen for loosing the bonds which joined England and 
Canada. . 

At the same time it is perhaps more important that there should be 
union between Canadian Masons themselves, than between England and a 
section of Canada; nor can it be supposed that a powerful and growing state 
will be content to merge its individuality in that representation of London 
Lodges which practically constitutes the G. L. of England. 

As in politics, so in Masonry, local freedom of action must be given to 
the dififerent local communities, and according to their several requirements, a 
common bond of union still, if possible, maintained. 

" This is the principle for which Lord Carnarvon, and those who support 
him in G. L,, have contended for the last year; and a perusal of the documents 
before alluded to will, we think, convince our readers that, had that policy been 
adopted when first proposed, we should never have been involved in the diffi- 
culty in which we now find ourselves. 

" Two points strike us in connection with this subject: First, that virtual 
independence must be given to the P. G. L. of Canada; and, secondly, that 
there is even yet a strong desire on the part of our trans-Atlantic brethren 
not to sever themselves entirely from the G. L. of England. This being so, 
we do not think there need be much difficulty in satisfying the claims of Masonic 
justice while preserving the principle of Masonic unity. We should propose 
that the election of their P. G. M. be definitely placed in the hands of each 
Canadian P. G. L., allowing to the G. M. of England a nominal veto upon 
such appointment, as well as requiring the consent of G. L. to any funda- 
mental change in the Book of Constitutions. In all other respects the entire 
management of their afTairs might be well left to the District G. Lodges, and 
we believe that such an arrangement as this would meet the requirements of 
the case and we hope the wishes of the great body of Canadian Masons." 

The " Masonic Observer " also said editorially : 
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We commend to the attention of our Brethren of the Mark Degree, the 
steps that have been, and are being-, taken for the promotion of Mark Masonry 
in this country. The P. G. M. of Quebec tells us that the degree is * impera- 
tive on this side of the Atlantic/ and that the Independent G. I^. has accord- 
ingly made no small amount of Masonic capital out of the refusal of the G. L. 
of England to recognize it. We regretted that decision at that time, arising 
as it did from an ignorance of the first principles of Masonry, or as we call 
them, * ancient landmarks ' ; and a consequent exaltation of second principles, 
or modern red-tapeism in their place. 

There can be no question but that the Mark degree was anciently an in- 
herent element in every R. A., if not in every M. M. Lodge; and just as any 
true Masons, wherever met, constitute a lodge, without any warrant from a 
superior body, because there was anciently no superior body to grant one; so, 
wherever there was a chapter or a lodge, the Mark degree was conferred. Now 
however the degree has become isolated; and the question arises, how arti 
Mark Masters to perpetuate their Order? 

'* Some Brethren are for gcing to the G. C. of Scotland for a warrant. 
Some, again, priding themselves upon a time-immemorial existence, continue 
their independent working; while others have obtained the sanction of a Scotch 
Chapter for doing in London what that Chapter would do for them if they 
were in Aberdeen. 

We foresee endless conflicts of Jurisdictions unless first principles are 
kept steadily in view, and red tape stoutly resisted. We can see no reason for 
asking from Scotland for authority to separate degrees which ought to be 
united, and which, anyhow, Scotland has no power to dissociate. If Mark 
IVTasons find themselves unable to work in a Craft Lodge, owing to the veto of 
the G. L. of Kngland, they are at perfect liberty to work separately, and to 
form lodges wherever a sufficient number of Mark Masons can be assembled 
to do so. Or they may, if they please, do as the four London Lodges did in 
1717. meet together and constitute a united body under the name of a G. L. 
This latter course has been adopted by several influential and distinguished 
Brethren, who have nominated Lord Leigh their G. M.; and we think it will 
be found to be of advantage to the degree that as many lodges as possible 
should join this associated body. A powerful organization will thus be 
formed, at once national and comprehensive, which cannot fail in the extension 
and consolidation of Mark Masonry." 

The Masonic Observer contains a conimttnication on the sub- 
ject of Canadian independence by M. W. Bro. Tucker, Grand Master 
of A ermont, to his Grand Lodj^e, relative to the status of the Inde- 
pendent Grand Lodge of Canada." 

It lays down with sin^^ular clearness and ability those ancient 
landmarks which seem in dang-er of being obliterated by the uphold- 
ers of the modern system of Freemasonry, but which alone, we be- 
heve, will af¥ord a correct standard by which to test the legitimacy 
of any body of Masons, as they are certainly the only principles of 
action which are held in common reverence by the whole Masonic 
world : 

Grand Lodges, as they exist at present, and as they have existed from the 
year 1717, are wholly new institutions. They are not institutions of ancient 
date, and have no odour of antiquity about them. In the olden time every 
single lodge was wholly independent, and the privilege of practising- the Ma- 
sonic rites was inherent in Masons, when assembled together in due form, as 
individuals. The Charter obtained not far from the beginning of the fourth 
century, ' from the King and Council/ by Saint Alban, empowered those 
Masons simply to hold a ' general Council,' which was called an ' assembly.' 
That ' Council ' or ' Assembly ' did not consist of members by delegation from 
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lodges. It was a general one embracing the Craft, as it then existed in Eng- 
land at large, and it was the duty of every Mason to attend it, if he lived 
within fifty miles of the place of assemblage, and had proper warning. 

'* Nor was the gathering of the Masons at the City of York, under Prince 
Edwin, in 926, a Grand Lodge, in any fair modern understanding of those 
*erms. It was a ' Congregation ' of Masons only, who composed a ' General 
Lodge/ of which he was Grand Master. He was Grand Master of Masons, 
but not a Grand Lodge, as now understood, for no such Grand body then 
existed. 

" It is, doubtless, true, that the York ' Assembly ' exercised jurisdiction in 
its day over all the Masons of England; probably from 926 to 1567; but such 
jurisdiction was not considered by those Masons as exclusive. It was not 
thus acknowledged by them; lor in that same year — 1567 — without reference to 
the York * Assembly ' at all — the Masons of the Southern part of England 
placed themselves independently under a new Grand Master, and there were 
for a long period of years two Grand Masters of that kingdom. 

" In the early part of the i8th century Masonry generally in England had 
fallen into desuetude. In the year 1715 four London Lodges assembled upon 
their own motion, and by their own voluntary action constituted themselves a 
' Grand Lodge, pro tempore.' At the annual assembly and feast, on Saint 
John the Baptist's day, 171 7, these same Lodges, thus by self-action constituted 
into a Grand Lodge, for the first time adopted a regulation to restrain the old 
unlimited manner of Masonic Meetings, and to establish Lodges in certain 
places, which should be legally authorized to act by a warrant from the Grand 
Master, with the consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge, and that, with- 
out such warrant, no Lodge should thereafter be deemed regular or consti- 
tutional. 

** Here, then, we have four Lodges, arranged upon the old system, congre- 
gating themselves together to inaugurate and establish a new one. The whole 
history of things at York was unheeded by them; no consent is asked from 
that quarter, nor is even the Grand Master of the Masons of England con- 
sulted, who was living in that same city of London, and who did not pay the 
debt of nature until the year 17-23. 

From this action spread the Grand Lodge of England, which has come 
down to our times. Ireland followed first and Scotland succeeded her. I do 
not refer to any Masonic organizations of this kind on the continent of Europe, 
because with them we have no common policy, no long connection, and especi- 
ally because, upon this continent we have never looked to that quarter for 
Masonic precedent. 

The beginning of Grand Lodges, as we understand these institutions in 
our own day, was established at the London meetings of the four Lodges of 
1715 and 1717. Ireland followed the path made by them. Scotland followed 
in a manner, though not identical, quite as independent; and the Grand Lodges 
on this side of the Atlantic have fovind no occasion for widening and enlarging 
the precedent of 1715-17. 

*' The Grand Lodge of Ireland dated from 1730. It was formed in ' imi- 
tation of the Grand Lodge of England.' and chose for its first Grand Master 
a Brother who had been the previous year Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, 
of England. The constitution and usages of the Grand Lodge of England 
were adopted by it. 

''The Grand Lodge of Scotland was formed in 1736. Masonry bad then 
existed in that country for centuries; but not until November the 3Dth — St. 
.Andrew's day — of that year, did the lodges of that country assemble to ^*<2:art- 
ize as a common body, and choose their own Grand Master. Previously the 
Grand Mastership of Masons for Scotland had been hereditary in the family 
of Roslin. William Saint Clair, of Roslin. having intimated to his Masonic 
Brethren his wish to resign his hereditary Grand Mastership, assembled his 
Brethren of the Lodges in and about Edinburgh, and wished them to determine 
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upon a plan lor the election of a Grand Master. Thirty-four Lodges appeared 
or were represented by their proxies, and at this meeting the office of Grand 
Master in Scotland became, for the first time, elective. This Grand Lodge h^d 
the assent of the Gfand Master of Masons of Scotland for its formation, differ- 
ing in this particular from the Grand Lodge of Kngland. 

The entire history of the formation of these three Grand Lodges is over- 
whelming — I had almost said omnipotent — to prove, that they were all volun- 
tary Masonic associations, growing naturally out of the necessities of the 
Order, and assuming, as associations, the power of proper organization as an 
inherent right. It was never claimed — and it never can be truthfully^ claimed 
— that any ancient constitution conferred the riglu which was exercised. Old 
constitutions and charges may be studied for that in vain. The right to form 
such bodies was assumed, and the extent of jurisdiction was also assumed, and 
engrafted upon it, as well as the form and manner of Masonic government. 

Neither of the three Grand Lodges thus formed went so far as to assume 
txclusive Masonic jurisdiction out of England, Ireland and Scotland. The 
only exclusive power assumed was to their own respective territories. When 
those were passed at home they exercised a common power. Whenever any 
one of them might grant a warrant of constitution, or locate a Provincial Grand 
Master abroad, either of the others might do the same. The Grand Lodges of 
England and Scotland so understood the subject, and both of them created 
Provincial Grand Masters in the colonies antecedent to the revolution. The 
subsequent history of the Masonic bodies established by these Provincial 
Grand Masters is full of interest, as bearing upon the question under considera- 
tion, and I shall have cause to refer to it in the course of my examination of 
this subject. 

One at least of the Provincial Grand Masters, appointed by the Grand 
Lodge of England, did not understand that the American revolution severed 
the Alasonic connection between the parent proper and the newly created 
states upon this Northern continent. In 1791 R. W. Bro. John Johnson, then 
the English Grand Alaster of Lower Canada, granted a warrant of constitu- 
tion to his Excellency Thomas Chatterton, then Governor of the State of 
Vermont, and his associates, for the establishment of a Lodge at Vergennes, 
1.3^ the name of Dorchester Lodge. This Lodge was duly constituted under 
that warrant, and worked under it until October, 1794. when, in connection 
with the other Lodges of Massachusetts and New York, it aided in forming 
the present Grand Lodge of Vermont, and, forcibly severing its connection with 
Canada, has ever since hailed under the new jurisdiction. The Provincial 
Grand Master of Canada never complained of this actioh, or denied the right 
of Dorchester Lodge, of its own motion, to make the severance and aid in 
establishing a new and independent jurisdiction. 

" The Canadian Masonic action of the loth of October, 1855, has, in some 
quarters, been treated as analogovis to the various Masonic revolutions in the 
State of New^ York. To my own conceptions no analogy was ever more absurd. 
Had England experienced a division of her own Grand Lodge, by revolutionary 
means, on the soil of England at home, the cases would have some resemblance 
to each other: but they have no more resemblance of revolution now than the 
formation of the last Grand Lodge of Michigan — by Lodges holding warrants 
from the Grand Lodge of New York — has of revolutionary action towards that 
State. Michigan had the right to go alone when she was Masonically and con- 
stitutionally strong enough, on well-recognized principles, as Vermont had, 
and many other States,- and as they did without exception from any quarter. 

''The Masons of Canada were, to a large extent, men whose birthplaces 
were abroad. The sympathies of their members were largely with their 
mother country across the ocean, and this natural and honorable feeling was 
all-powerful with them to prevent any rashness or disrespect towards ' those 
foreign Masonic jurisdictions to which they acknowledged allegiance. Know- 
ing and feeling the inconveniences of their position, the neglect of their wants. 
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and the denial of their just rights, they submitted to years of humble complaint, 
of brotherly solicitation, of manly petitioning, and of mild remonstrance, and 
they submitted in vain. No kind response, no appreciation of self-evident 
wrongs breathes its gentle breath across the broad Atlantic. They were com- 
pelled at last, unwillingly to realize that all foreign hope w^as ended, and that 
the future of their Masonic happiness must depend upon themselves. Thus 
situated, forty-one Lodges, holding warrants of constitution under the authority 
of the Grand Lodges of Kngland, Ireland and Scotland, after circulating notice 
of their intention for several months, assembled at Hamilton on the lOth day of 
October, 1855, severed all foreign connection and constituted themselves a 
Grand Lodge for Canada. 

The wrongs and grievances to which I refer have been sometimes denied, 
and the representations of these forty-one Lodges have been cavilled at by 
enmity and hawked at by ignorance; but an earlier justification has already 
come than the new Grand Lodge could have anticipated, and its own truth is 
sustained even from the mouths of its opponents. On the 23rd day of October 
last the body of Canadian Masons which styles itself ' the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Canada West, under the United Grand 
Lodge of England,* which body still acknowledges and adheres to its foreign 
allegiance, memorialized the Grand Lodge of England upon its position, and in 
that memorial has set forth substantially the existence of the same grievances 
which had been previously set forth, and which, having been treated with scorn 
and contempt in the quarter to which they were addressed, had forced the forty- 
one Lodges to their independent action of October loth, 1855. 

Had the forty-one Lodges of Canada postponed their action and con- 
tinued to bear oppression longer, subsequent events have shown that ' scorpions ' 
were doomed to succeed the ' whips/ and that while they remained within the 
portal of foreign jurisdiction, they must leave all hope upon the outside. At 
the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of England, on the 4th of 
June, 1856, when a petition from Canada West was alluded to by a member 
upon the floor, which petition had been presented to the Grand Master, and 
notice had been given of a motion by Bro. Portal, * for granting privileges to 
the Prov. Grand Lodge of Canada West,' the Grand Master announced, even 
before the motion was brought forwaid, that he should * refuse putting it from 
the chair.' He went on to remark that * the Grand Lodge had nothing to do 
with the petition,' and added, * that he was perfectly justified in ignoring it/ 
He reftised also to read a part of the petition. 

Upon this practice the Grand Lodge of England is a myth, having no 
substantial entity whatever; or, if it has any appreciable existence, it is but 
as the shadow of the Most Worshipful Earl of Zetland. I know not how 
these occurrences may strike the minds of the Brethren of this Grand Lodge: 
but I am compelled to admit that no intellectual chemistry can find anything 
in my own conceptions which has the least affinity for them. A Grand Master 
quite as many years as any living Brother on this side of the Atlantic, and so 
far as T know on the other, I have a right to believe that the Masonic world 
will give me credit for having no disposition to restrict the legitimate prero- 
gatives of that exalted station; but when the Brother thus situated, and thus 
responsible to the Masonic world at large, assumes an entire personal control 
over petitions, gratuitously refuses to put motions growing out of them, even 
before they were oflfered, and withholds from his Grand Lodge the contents 
of papers in which that body is interested, I can see only in those acts simple, 
unmitigated, unalloyed despotism. It is receding to the age of darkness and of 
iron. Masonry is too intelligent and enlightened to sanction it. If the Grand 
Lodge of England yields to it, she has arrived at the hour when the rising sun 
of her East should be transferred to represent the setting sun of her West, and 
in that changed position it will most appropriately emblematize her declining 
Masonic glory.'* 
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CHAPTER CXIII. 

The Twenty-Fourth Semi-Annual Communication of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, 30TH June, 1857. 
The Reply of the Grand Lodge of England to the 
Memorial of the Provincial Body. 

The 30th day of June, 1857, saw the brethren of the Provincial 
Grand Lod^re assembled in Toronto in the first of the semi-annual 
communications for the year, for the meeting in January had been an 
especial or emerg-ent one. 

R. W. Bro. Ridoiit, D. P, G. M., occupied the chair, and on his 
rig-ht sat R. W. Bro. Harington, the Provincial Grand Master for 
Quebec and Three Rivers. There were also present: 

V. W. Bro. Geo, W. Whitehead, G. Sen, Warden. 
" John Harding, G, Jun. Warden. 

The Rev. Septimus Ramsey, G. Chapib.in. 
W. M. Jamieson, G. Treasurer. 
Nathan Gatchell, G. Registrar. 
Francis Richardson, G. Secretarv. 
W. Bro. Samuel B. Harman, G. Sen. Deacon. 

Wm. H. Stanton, as G. Jun. Deacon. 

Frederick W. Cumberland, G. Superintendent Works. 
Bro. W. G. Storm, G, Director Ceremonies. 
Charles Kahn, Asst. G. D. Ceremonies. 
George Kilburn, G. Pursuivant. 
A. Sims, Christopher Burrell, G. Stewards. 
James Foreman, G. Tyler. 
Tohn H. Ritchey, Past G. Sword Bearer. 

Thomas Ross, Past G. Secretary, Quebec and Three Rivers. 

The Masters, Past IMasters and Wardens of several lodges, and 
several members of private lodges. 

The routine business of confirming minutes was disposed of, and 
R. W. Bro. Ridout, who had been in earnest consultation with R. 
W. Bro. Harington during the reading of the minutes, said: 

" Brethren. — Before proceeding- with the business of the Grand Lodge, it 
is proper that T should state, in view of the important matter pending- between 
this Grand Lodg^e and the Grand Lodg"e of Kng^land, and upon which we have 
been anxiously expecting the decision of the latter body, I thought it expedient 
to defer calling- you together until ample time had been allowed for such de- 
cision to be announced. 

" I regret to inform you that, as yet, the Grand Lodg^e of England has 
not granted the prayer of the Memorial adopted by you, nor does it seem 
probable, from the tenor of the correspondence which the Grand Secretary 
will now lay before you, that you will discover any reason for hoping- that the 
privileRes sought by this Provincial Grand Lodge, will be conceded to it. 

" The questions involved in that Memorial are of the most vital importance 
to the efficiencv and well-beinq- of the order in Canada: you will discuss them, 
I am sure, with judgment and prudence, and will act with that careful regard 
to the discipline of the Craft which has hitherto marked the Proceedings of 
this Provincial Grand Lodge, and which will now be best maintained by the 
recollection of what is due to the Mother Grand Lodg-e, from which it has been 
our privileg-e and pleasure to hail." 
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When the Provincial Grand Lodge closed, at an early hour on 
the 23rd October, 1856, ajeejing prevailed that after the resolutions 
that had been passed, and the feeling evinced against Kngland for its 
treatment of the Provincial Grand Lodge, it was unwise to pass a 
resolution of non-intercourse with the lodges of The Grand Lodge 
of Canada, but the action was perhaps to satisfy the views of some 
who had no particular love for the new Grand Lodge. Seven months 
of experience and an opi>ortunity of seeing how little was to be ex- 
pected from England had had its efifect, and in short order after a 
few minutes' discussion, it was resolved 

That the resolution adopted at the regular comnmnication of this Grand 
I^odge, held on the 23rd October last, forbidding: communication of our mem- 
bers with those of the Grand Lodge of Canada, be rescinded." 

And with a further desire to show England that the Provincial 
Grand Lodge had some self-respect that it was not to be smothered 
by the tyranny of the mother Grand Lodge, it w^as resolved that the 
resolution of October 23rd, 1855, forbidding communication with the 
Norfolk and other seceding lodges, be rescinded. This resolution of 
1855 read: 

That the Norfolk Lodge, having officially notified under their seal, this 
Provincial Grand Lodge, that the said lod^e has thrown off its allegiance to 
the Grand Lodge of Kngland, the P. G. Master be respectfully requested to 
notify the lodges remaining true to their allegiance that they are not to admit 
to visit them any member of the said Norfolk Lodge, nor of any other lodge 
which may adopt the same course, until the P. Grand Master has received in- 
structions from the Grand Lodge of Kngland how to act." 

The interesting part of the session, however, opened when the 
R. W. G. M. called upon V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, the 

Provincial Grand Secretary, to read a document from England, con- 
taining a statement made by the M. W. Grand Master to the Grand 
Lodge of England, at the March communication. This statement 
cc>ntained certain concessions, which were to be made to the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge of Canada West, and was practically the reply to 
the famous memorial which had been prepared and forwarded to th*^* 
Grand Master of England on 1st December, 1853: 

Freemasons' Hall, 

London, 12th March, 1857. 

W. Brother: I am recommended by the M. W. Grand Master the Earl 
of Zetland, to assure you of the great anxiety he has ever entertained to main- 
tain the welfare and integrity of the Craft in all its branches. The unfortunate 
differences which have existed in the Canadas have received his most mature 
and deliberate consideration, and he felt himself called upon to state the result 
of these deliberations to the Grand Lodge at their meeting on the 4th inst. 
That no difficuhy, or qviestion, should arise as to the exact statement which 
the Grand Master desired to make. His Lordship committed his communica- 
tion to writing, and himself read it to the Grand Lodge, Of that statement 
by His Lordship's command, I now enclose you a faithful transcript. 

' T. With regard to the Canadas. I regret as much as anyone the pre- 
sent position of affairs, and I frankly confess, that I cannot but feel that our 
Canadian brethren complain, with some degree of truth, that they have not 
received at our hands all that consideration which they might have reason- 
ably expected. T do not see that any advantage would arise now from re- 
opening the subject of their complaints; the chief and great object now is to 
amend past shortcomings, and to endeavour to get matters to run more 
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smoothly for the future. I am bound to say, however, that I was not ac- 
(iuainted with the whole state of at¥airs relating to Canada West, when I ad- 
dressed the Grand I^odge on a former occasion, and that there has been some 
confusion with reference to the so-called Independent Grand Lodge of Canada 
and the Provincial Grand Lodge of the same place. With the former I need 
hardly say that we have nothing to do; they have thrown off their allegiance 
U* the Grand Lodge of England, and that without returning the Warrants 
which they hold under it; to them I applied the term ' rebellious/ and I think 
Grand Lodge will agree with lue that I did not unjustly apply that term. 

' 2. Since that I have carefully considered the subject. I have given it the 
best attention in my power, and I liave come to the conclusion that I may, 
without any sacrifice of the privileges with which I am invested as your Grand 
Master, make such a concession to them and to their wants, as will satisfy 
them. In order tl at I may be understood, I must call your attention to the 
requests which were made to me in the petition first received. 

A. They pttiti jncd to have the power of electing their own Pro v. Grand 
Master. 

B. That they shoi-ld reiai 1 all fees of every sort and kind. 

C. That their Provincial Grand IMaster should grant warrants for new 
Lodges. 

D. That he should he empowered to appoint Subordinate Prov. Grand 
A [asters. 

E. The Grand Lodge should still retain a supervising power. 

* 3. This, it will be at once perceived, would be, if granted, to declare them, 
to all intents and purposes, a body independent of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land. I need hardly point out to you that this was a course I could not consent 
to, for it would have amounted to a subversion of the Constitution and Laws 
of English Alasonry. and had that petition received a reply, which I much wish 
had been sent to it, it could only have been replied to by a direct negative. I 
was naturally anxious to preserve unimpaired in my own person, and to hand 
down to my successor, privileges and prerogatives with which you have entrusted 
me as your Grand Master, not from any desjre of mine own or for my own 
personal sake — for let me assure you that the appointment of oflficers is a very 
irksome and frequently very unenviable task — but solely as representing ttie 
Grand Lodge of England. I am as anxious now, as I was then, to maintain 
the privileges of the Grand Master intact, because I conceive that it conduces 
to the welfare of the Craft that I should do so, but I have, after careful con- 
sideration, and upon more full information, come to the conclusion that I may 
afford the relief desired by our Canadian brethren without a sacrifice ot those 
privileges. 

' 4. The Canadian Masons contend that they hav^e as full and ample means 
of judging who would best serve their interests and those of Masonry, as their 
Provincial Grand Master, whilst I, at this distance, have not the same favor- 
able opportunity. 1 feel the force of that remark, and taking into considera- 
tion all the circumstances, I am prepared to say. that I will consider the pro- 
priety of appointing as Provincial Grand Master of Canada West any brother 
whom they shall report to me as most acceptable to themselves; they may do 
this if they desire it. either in the form of a resolution of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, or in such other way as may be agreed tipon, such nomination shall be 
subject only to my approval, and I need hardly say, that I should feel it to 
be my duty in making this offer not to withhold my nomination of such a 
a brother so recommended, unless for weighty reasons which I should be pre- 
pared to justify. In making this concession, I beg it to be clearly understood, 
fhat I only announce my own intention, and do not propose to consent to 
any alteration of the laws; that in nommating a Provincial Grand Master 
recommended by the Provincial Grand Lodge, I thereby should do so of my 
own free will, and though T will set an example, I w.ill not consent to bind 
my successor. 
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' 5. As regards the question of fees, I have already laid a scheme before 
you which I am told is recommended for your adoption by the Colonial Board. 
' The present fees payable by the Canadians are: 

For Registration los., of which one-halt goes to Provincial Grand Lodge. 
Certificates 6s. 6d., total, i6s. 6d. 
Fees proposed by the Grand Master : 
Registration and Certificate together, 7s. 6d. 
The whole scale of fees will stand thus: 

_ Colonial & Foreign 

London. Country. Lodges. 

Registration and Certificale^i. .£1. 7- 6. i-o. 17. o. ^' 

To Fund of Benevolence ... - o. 4. o, o. 2. o. iNii- 

• I may say that the question of fees is a matter of secondary importance, 
for I am sure that a mere money consideration will never influence us m our 
dealings with our Canadian brethren. 

' 6. I have already provided for the issuing of blank certificates m such 
number as will prevent any further complaints arising on that score, whilst, 
as regards the issuing of warrants, I must remind brethren that such a power, 
or an equivalent to it, has always been exercised by the Provincial Grand 
Masters of Colonial Grand T.odges, who have hitherto granted dispensations 
for the holding of new I.odges, warrants for which are never refused. This 
is a matter, however, together with that regarding fees, which may properly 
be left to the Colonial Board, who will advise ns on the matter. 

'7. Some representations have reached me on the subject of sub-dividing 
the districts of Canada, and I am incHned to think that from the extent of the 
Province, the number of lodges, and the distance of many of them from any 
one central situation, that it would be advisable to divide it. I have received 
a communication from the Provincial Grand Master of Quebec and several 
petitions on this subject, and I may state that it is my intention, after consult- 
mg with l)rethren on the spot, to take steps to sub-divide the district and to 
appoint other Provincial Grand Masters, so that every lodge in the Canadas 
will be within reasonable distance of its Provincial Grand Lodge, 

* 8. There is one point more to which I must refer, namely, to the demand 
that the Provincial Grand ?vlaster of Canada shall be empowered to appoint 
subordinate Provincial Grand ^Masters and Pro\inc!al Grand Lodges; this. 
I at once say, I cannot consent to. The appointment of Provincial Master 
ever has been, and, in my opinion, ought ever to rctnain a part of the pre- 
rogative of the Grand Master for the time being, jvist as the appointment of 
officers rests with the Masters of private lodges. I have already stated that I 
have determined on further sub-dividing the Canadian districts, and I shall not 
be slow in listening to the expressed wishes of the brethren as to the appoint- 
ment of a Provincial Grand blaster, who will be acceptable to them. I may 
here remark that this determination has not been come to without mature 
consideration, and I can appeal to at least one member of Grand Lodge, who 
takes a great interest in this question, as to the fact of having expressed to 
him my intention to take this course so long ago as the 3rd January last. 

' 9. I believe that !)y this concession I shall not have derogated from those 
l>cvwers and privileges which 1 have received from you; my object has been, 
and thiat from no selfish motiva\ to preserve them; I am eciually sure that you 
have no wish to invade them. The maintenance of their allegiance by the 
Canadian Masons is to be desired, and is quite as much for their advantage 
as ours. I believe that the plan I have proposed, and the concessions I have 
expressed my willingness to make, will be satisfactory both to you and to our 
Canadian brethren. I thought it better to make this announcement to you 
at the present moment, as T trust it will be the means of bringing the matter 
to an amicable termination, and will save any protracted discussion in Grand 
Lorlge. T have. T repeat, given the matter my anxious and attentive considera- 
tion. T think that under the circumstances you may safely trust that the ap- 
pointment of Provincial Grand Masters will be settled by me to the satisfaction 
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of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada, and the details will be carried out 
by the Colonial Board. 

' ID. I trust I have done justice. I repeat my regret that the matter has 
not been settled before, and I know that I may rely in full confidence on that 
support which you have never yet withheld from me in the endeavor to dis- 
charge my duty as your Grand Master/ 

I have further to inform you that this communication of the Grand Master 
was received by a Grand Lodge of larger than usual numbers with great satis- 
faction and acclamation. 

The Grand Master's object in making this communication arises from his 
desire that no time should be lost in your being made acquainted with his 
\iews, in order that the Canadian Masons may have the earliest opportunity 
of availing themselves of the advantages sought to be conveyed to them by the 
proposed concessions offered by His Lordship, or to make any suggestions 
or observations which they may be desirous of submitting to him. 

The Grand Master further commands me to state that the arrangements 
which he has made for the future conduct of the correspondence and com- 
nuinications of colonial lodges, are such as will secure to them for the future 
prompt and effectual attention. 

The Grand Master directs me to echo the expressions contained in para- 
graph g, and to state to you his earnest hope that the concession he has made 
to the wishes of the colonial brethren will be not only acceptable to them and 
be the means of allaying those feelings of irritation which have naturally 
arisen, but may also be the means of bringing back to their allegiance those 
lodges, which he cannot but think, have lost sight of their best interests in 
sc\ering themselves from the protection of the Grand Lodge of Kngland. 

At a later period of the evening, the memorial which had been entrusted 
to Brother, the Rev. G. R. Portal, was presented to Grand Lodge, but no 
discussion took place thereon, it being unanimously agreed, upon the motion 
of Brother Portal, seconded by Lord Panmure, that after the announcement 
which the Grand Master had been pleased to make, that the Memorial should 
be referred to the Colonial Board. 

I have to request that you will communicate to me. with as little delay as 
possible, any suggestions you may desire to make, together with your views 
in reference to carrying out the desire expressed by the Grand Master in 
paragraph 7. 

I have the honor to be, 

Worshipful Brother, vours fraternallv. 

William H. White. 

Grand Secretary. 

Tr. Francis Richardson, Esq., 

Provincial Grand Secretary. 

Canada West. 

The Grand Secretary then read his reply to this letter, which, 
although previously given, may be repeated here: — 

Grand Lodge Canada West, 

Toronto, April 6th. 1857. 

W. Brother: I am commanded by the R. W. Dep. Grand Master to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your communication dated the 13th March, and to assure 
you that, although he duly appreciates the Masonic spirit which has dictated 
the statement made by the M. W. Grand Master to the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, yet he fears that the concessions proposed in that statement are made 
at too Tate a period to be acceptable to the Canadian Craft, and that they will 
not be sufficient to allay the strong feeling of discontent prevailing throughout 
the whole of this jurisdiction. 

The brethren are now waiting for a reply to the memorial of this Prov. 
Grand LodR:e, laid before the Grand Lodge of England on the 4th March last, 
and it is the decided opinion of the R. W. Dep. Grand Master, and of the 
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officers of his Prov. Grand Lodge, that should an unfavourable reply be re- 
cei\'ed to that memorial, in three months there will be scarcely a lodge that 
will retain its allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England. 

W. Bro. Beach of England has just left this city after passing a few hours 
v/ith us. A number of the leading ^lasons (including the R. W. Prov. Grand 
Master for Quebec and Three Rivers) had an interview with him, and ex- 
plained most fully the true position of Masonry in this province at the present 
time; he clearly saw the hopelessness of any concession, short of the prayer 
of our memorial, being acceptable to the Canadian Craft, and I have no doubt 
he will convey to the M. \V, Grand Alaster, all the information he has recei\ ed 
or Canadian affairs. 

The R. W. Dep. Grand Master further commands me to say, that it would 
be very desirable if a reply to the memorial could be transmitted to us before 
the last week in May, as about that time our Prov. Grand Lodge will meet, 
and the brethren are anxiously looking forward to that meeting, hoping to 
receive a positive and final reply to their appeal to the Grand Lodge of 
England. 

In conclusion, the R. W. Dep. Grand [Master begs me to express his deep 
regret that the proposed concessions had not been made prior to the forma- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of Canada, which is now in operation. Had such 
been done, he has no doubt that the proposed alteration in the Book of Con- 
stitution in regard to the colonies, would have been sufficient to allay all 
dissension, and to have prevented a severance of the Canadian lodges from 
their mother Grand Lodge, now, he fears, unavoidable. 

I have the honor to be, 

\V4:>rshipful Brother, yours fraternally, 

(Signed) Francis Richardson, 
To William H. White, Esq., P. Grand Secretary. 

Grand Secretary, 
Freemasons' Hall, London. 

The Provincial Grand Secretary stated that he had yet another 
letter that would be necessarj- to read, viz.: that from the Clrand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Knp^land, sent by order of the Colon- 
ial Board. It read: 

Freemasons' Hall, 

l^ondon, April i6th, 1857. 

Francis Richardson, Esq., 

Provincial Grand Secretary. 
Sir and Brother: — 

I have the honor to inform yon that the memorial from the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West was presented to the Grand Lodge of England 
hy the W. Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal, at the c^uarterly Communication in 
March last, and was ordered to be referred to the Colonial Board in conjunc- 
ticm with the M. W. the Grand Master, that a reply might be sent to the Prov- 
incial Grand Lodge of Canada West at as early a period as possible. 

I am directed to transcribe for your information and that of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, a communication from the AL W. the Grand Master to the 
Grand Lodge of England, at the c|uarterly Comnnuiicati<in in March, relative 
to Canada, in which he says: 

(The communication is <he same as that contained in the letter of the 
secretary of the Grand Lodge of England to the secretary of the Prov. Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, as before.) 

I am further directed to express the earnest hope of this Grand Lodge 
that the remedies proposed by the M. W. Grand Master will be found to meet 
the requirements of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, and that 
your Provincial Grand Lodge will accept, in the true Masonic spirit of broth- 
erly love, the frank and hearty expression of regret contained in the above 
recited communication, as the earnest of a sincere desire to co-operate with 
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thtni m the prunuitiou of the interests of our common order. 1 am also de- 
sired to direct your attention to the appointment of a Colonial Board, for the 
sole purpose of transacting all business between the Grand Lodge of knglantl 
and the District Grand Lodges, as an assurance that no efforts will be wanting 
to prevent all ground for complaint in future. I am finally instructed to 
express to you the confidence entertained by this Grand Lodge in the con- 
tinned loyalty of ihe Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, and its firm 
reliance upon that attachment to your mother Grand Lodge which has been so 
honorabl3' manifested, under circumstances of peculiar trial, and I am to 
assure you that lioth the M. W. the Grand Master and the Colonial Board 
will be at all times most anxious to entertain any suggestions from your 
Provincial Grand Lodge, as well as to render you their utmost assistance in 
promoting the welfare and extending the influence of your Provincial Grand 
Lodge. 

I have the honor to remain. Sir and Brother, 

Yours faithfully and fraternally, 

William H. White. 

Grand Secretary. 

By order of the Colonial Board. 

William Burlton, P. P. Grand Master, Bengal. Chairman. 

These letters did not change nor stay the tide of opinion that 
had set in against Kngland. In fact, the members of the Provincial 
I cdy would scarcely take time to hear the patronizing letter of the 
Grand Master of England, t he da> for discussion had i>assed ; that 
for action had come. The determination of the men who had been 
driven from corner to corner by the unreasonable views expressed 
by the Grand East in England found vent in a series of resolutions, 
the tenor of which was very definite. 

Resolved — That whereas the memorial addressed by this Provincial 
Grand Lodge to the Grand Lodge of England, records, with accnricy and 
truth, the di faculties under which the craft in Canada has long suffered, the 
grievances, neglect and indignity with which this Grand Lodge has for many 
j'^ears been treated by the Grand Lodge of England, the disunion which has 
resulted in the Order, and the ultimate danger with which Masonry in this 
province is consecjuently threatened; and whereas, no definite reply has yet 
been vouchsafed to that resi>ectful memorial, whilst the correspondence, just 
read by the Grand Secretary, affords no reasonable hope that the privileges 
prayed for, as necessary to the well-being and stability of the Craft in this 
province, will be conceded. 

' Resolved — That with imfeigned grief, this Provincial Grand L'^dge. in 
fidelity to the Order within this province, is constrained to declare that sepa- 
rate organization is necessary for the efficiency and stability of Freemasonry 
in Canada/* 

Resolved — That on the confirmation of the foregoing resolution (at the 
next ensuing meeting of this Provincial Grand Lodge) this Grand Lodge shall 
declare itself an independent Grand Lodge, all warrants from the Grand T^odge 
of England being returned thereto." 

" Resolved — That the interests of Masonry require that proper lenity of 
the Craft should be restored and maintained throughout the Province: 

That this Provincial Grand Lodge, being actuated by the spirit of the 
foregoing resolution, and accepting an invitation of an anxious desire on the 
part of the ?i[embers of the Grand Lodge of Canada, for an union with those 
composing this Provincial Grand Lodge, with a view to the restoration of 
perfect unity amongst Freemasons in Canada," 

" Resolved — That the committee appointed on the 23rd October, 1856, 
be re-appointed, with power to take such measures, as they may consider 
necessary and expedient to effect such unity, and to meet any Committee 
appointed for a like purpose by which the Grand Lodge of Canada, and with 
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them to negotiate preliminary terms on which such re-tinion may be accom- 
phshed and consolidated, reporting at the next meeting: of the Provincial 
Grand I^odge." 

Resolved — That the memorial and letters be placed on the minutes of the 
Grand I^odge." 

This closed the work of the Provincial body for this communi- 
cation. Since the last meeting Unity lodge, No. 40, Paris, Canada 
West, had gone over to the Grand Lod;e:e of Canada, and the new 
body was making such headway that a strong feeling prevailed that 
even the action of the Provincial Grand Lodge at its present meeting- 
could not hold on its roll many of the lodges which, though loyal to 
the Provincial body, favored the Grand Lodge recently formed. 


CHAPTER CXI\' 

The Second Year of the Grand Lodge of Canada — The Ques- 
tion OF Masonic Union Discussed — The Action of the 
Independent Body Approved bv Sister Grand Lodges, 

The year 1857 was one of much anxiety to the Canadian Craft. 
The proceedings of the convention of October, 1855, and the organi- 
zation of the ( h and Lodge had created an intense interest in the 
Masonic world. The Craft press discussed the situation from every 
point of vantage. Those who edited the correspondence pages of 
foreign jurisdictions had many and varied views to offer, and the most 
enlightened minds dealt with the all-absorbing* Canadian situation, as 
one that when solved would form a precedent which could never be 
effaced from the tablets of jurisprudence and Masonic procedure. M. 
W. Bro. Wilson, naturally anxious to have a personal knowledge of 
the condition of the Craft in all parts of his jurisdiction, and having 
visited nearly all of the eighteen lodges in LTpper Canada determined 
to visit the eastern section of the jurisdiction, and examine the work 
in the lodges of the eastern townships district in the lower province, 
inspecting the lodges at the eastern end of Upper Canada on his return 
homeward. 

Prior to his journey he had instituted Alma lodge at Gait, and in- 
stalled its officers- His eastern tour was pleasant and satisfactory, 
and proved that the brethren of Lower Canada were active workers. 
Or. his return he laid with Masonic honors the corner stone of Grace 
Episcopal church at Brantford, a ceremonial which brought out a large 
gathering of the Craft. Twelve lodges were represented and a hundred 
members of Grand Lodge and the Craft were present. W, Bro. C. R. 
Wilkes and the members of Brant lodge. No. 22, Brantford, had more 
than ordinary interest in an event which stimulated Masonry to a great 
extent in that part of the jurisdiction. 

"During the vear the leaders of the Craft in the Grand Lodge of 
Canada discussed the nuestion of Masonic union and the satisfaction 
that would accrue if all the bodies in Canada could become united. 


HISTORY OF FRKEMASONRY IN Cy\NAT)y\. 


807 


The feeling was reciprocated by many of the members of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge of Canada West, but the desire did not materialize 
into anything- like decided form, indeed, at least one action of the 
brethren under the obedience of England did not strengthen the effort 
for union. In November M. W. Bro. Wilson was informed by a letter 
from the mayor of the town of Cobourg that the corporation of that 
place had by resohition requested liim to lay the corner stone of the 
town hall about to be erected. There could be no mistake as to the 
request and the desire that the Grand Lodge of Canada should perform 
the ceremony. The Craft were duly summoned and preparations made 
to make the day an eventful one, but other intiuences had been at 
work. The Cobourg lodge, which was under the jurisdiction of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, and other lodges which still 
held allegiance to England, objected to the ceremony being performed 
by the Grand Lodge of Canada, and so strong an intiuence was exerted 
upon the mayor and members of the corporation that it was deemed 
prudent to withdraw the invitation. M. W. Bro. Wilson cancelled the 
appointment made, and, as was expected, the corner stone was laid 
by Sir Allan X. ]\IacNab, the Grand Master of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Canada West. The entire proceedings created considerable 
comment and awakened an unexpected and kindly feeling among 
even members of the English obedience because of the unfraternal 
manner in which the Grand Lodge of Canada had been treated. 

On the 22nd of Januar} , 1856, a new^ "Masonic hall, leased by the 
members of St. Thomas lodge, formerly No. 232, on the Irish register, 
now on the roll of the Grand Lodge of Canada, was dedicated by 
W. Bro. Wilson. A large assemblage of Masons was present. An ad- 
dress was presented to the Grand Master, to which he fittingly re- 
sponded. 

No event of the 3^ear added more to the interest in Craft work 
than a visit paid by M. W. Bro. Wilson to the brethren of Toronto 
in December of 1855. In this month the Hamilton and Toronto Rail- 
w^ay was opened, an event which the citizens of Toronto celebrated 
on a magnificent scale. One of the enthitsiastic railway projectors 
of the day was Bro. F. C. Capreol, of King Solomon's lodge. No. 22, 
Toronto, a lodge which was largely instrumental in the inaviguration 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada. C>ne of the finest halls in the ]:>ro- 
vince was occupied by this lodge, and on the occasion of the celebra- 
tion referred to, the Grand Master, and many of the Grand officers, 
with a large number of visitors, were entertained, an address of wel- 
come being read bv Bro. Capreol, which was fittingly responded to 
by M. W. Bro. Wilson. 

The largest funeral which as yet had taken place in the juris- 
diction was held on the i6th March, being the burial of Bro. Samuel 
Zimmerman, a prominent capitalist and railw^ay contractor, who was 
killed in the terrible accident which occurred a few days previously 
at the Desjardin's bridge, on the Great Western Railway at Ham- 
ilton. 

While the Craft was making considerable progress, the work of 
Capitular Masonrv was not forgotten. The original Grand Chapter 
of Upper Canada, founded as early as i8t8, had not a con- 
tinuous existence, and the system which prevailed in England prior to 
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the formation of a Supreme Grand Chapter obtained in Canada. C^on- 
seqviently the work of the Royal Arch was given in chapters attached 
to Craft lodges. This was far from satisfactory, and, therefore, when 
the Grand Lodge of Canada was formed, it followed as a natural con- 
sequence, that the work of the higher degrees would be taken up by 
those who were interested in the Grand Lodge. Accordingly, on the 
:2nd of April, 1857, as the outcome of a convention which had been 
previously held, the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Canada was duly 
formed, its officers elected and its advent published and proclaimed 
as a sovereign body, inviting fraternal recognition and intercovirse 
with the other Grand Chapters of the world. 

It will be remembered that at the first communication of the 
Grand Lodge, a committee had been appointed to examine the work 
of the subordinate lodges, with the view to securing a uniform system 
for the jurisdiction. The question of union had been so frequently 
discussed that the Grand Master felt it would be more advantageous 
to await developments on that line before taking any action regard- 
ing the committee. There were three dif¥erent rituals in vogue, and 
it was a grave question as to which would become standard. The 
Scotch brethren felt that even if their representation were small their 
work w^as excellent; the Irish brethren thought that as they had first 
raised the flag of independence their work should prevail; while the 
brethren who had been allied with the Knglish jurisdiction, asserted 
that if union ever came, they wovild be largely in the majority, and 
that, moreover, their work was cosmopolitan, compared with all 
others, except p>erhaps the so-called Irish work, which was in reality 
that of the United States. These differences of opinion caused the 
Grand JVIaster to determine to qviietly await the turn of events. 

]M. W. Bro. Wilson saw that the ultimate success of the work 
\cky in a union of the Craft. He knew well that a spirit of forbearance 
and fraternity could alone bring a successful issue, and that if a toler- 
ant feeling were evinced nothing would stand in the way of a united 
Craft in Canada. Personally he was on terms of friendship with the 
leaders of the Provincial Grand Lod^re. He had probably discussed 
the question of union, nticl saw that bv gentle handlini^ the wished- 
for result could be obtained. ( >ne of the l>est informed ]Mason'=i was 
Bro. Francis Richardson, the Grand Secretary, of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, on whose shoulders devolved to a great extent the 
clerical management, and whose advice guided the leaders in the 
cotmcils of the Provincial bodv. M. W. Bro. Wilson, therefore, wrote 
to his friend and brother as follows: 

Simcoe, 22ud June, 1857. 

Dcnr Brother Richardson: 

I am much pleased to learn that 3^our Provincial Grand T.odgc will meet 
at Toronto on the 30th inst., and that some decided step will then be taken 
on the important question of self-government. I most sincerely hope that 
the brethren on that occasion will be actuated l)y no other feeling than a desire 
for the good of the Craft. 

Union is essential to Masonry; and I trust that many days will not be 
allowed to pass away, before we can present to the Masonic world a phalanx 
of united brethren. Our Grand I.odg:e will meet at Montreal on the 8th 
proximo, and I need scarcely say how delighted I would be to meet you and 
every member of your Grand Lodge on that occasion. You have many men 
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of sterling ability and sound Masonic knowledge among you, whose services 
are reqviired, and whose talents are wanted to assist in building our great 
Masonic temple in this Province. For my own part, I shall never rcat satis- 
fied until every good Mason in Canada is united under one banner; and J 
am happy in the belief that these sentiments are becoming more general, and 
that the members of the Craft, almost universally, are now desirous of for- 
getting the past and of becoming more united for the future. Waiting with 
much anxiety the result of your meeting, but relying upon the triumph of 
sound IMasonic principles, 

I continue, dear Bro. Richardson, 

Very truly and fraternally yours, 

.William M. Wilsoi. 

P.S. I had just finished my short letter to you when the April and May 
numbers of the London Freemasons' Magazine'' arrived; and although I 
had previously heard the result of the March meeting, yet I was glad to have 
an opportunity of reading an account of the proceedings in extenso. You 
must, of course, perceive that the Grand Lodge of England has reached their 
xitmost limit in the way of concessions to the Canadian Craft; and I much 
mistake the character of the brethren, if they will rest satisfied with the ex- 
torted boons which are now so tardily profifered for their acceptance. As to 
the G. L. of England authorizing the formation of a Grand Lodge in Canada, 
or even promising to recognize one when established, the hope may be at once 
abandoned. No principle in ^Masonry is better understood or more generally 
received than this; that a Grand Lodge cannot create a Grand Lodge; the 
proposition is too evident to reqviire argument. I do hope, therefore (and 
God know^s the sincerity of my wishes in this matter), that the brethren gener- 
ally will unite with us in onr honest endeavors to establish Masonry in Can- 
Tida on that basis and in that position to which it is justly entitled W^e have 
taken the initiative in the matter, and after overcoming many di i¥iculties, we 
have at length succeeded in placing the Grand Lodge of Canada in such a 
position before the Ixlasonic world, that I think that every Canadian ]\Iason 
^liould feel an honest pride in being enrolled under her banner. A union 
i'yi the Vv'hole Craft would a*^ once settle and decide the matter with those Grand 
Locl^'^s who still delay their recognition, and I honestly believe that England 
Avould not be the last to do so. 

You may have observed in the printed proceedings of pur last Grand 
Lodge meeting, that a committee, consisting of the D. D. G. M.'s and others, 
had been appointed by me to examine and report upon the " work ' of the 
various I^odges under our jurisdiction, with the view to the adoption of a 
imiform system. I have hitherto delayed calHng the members of the com- 
mittee together, indulging the hope that a union was at hand, and that a matter 
of such grave importance would be more satisfactorily settled after than before 
this desirable event. It appears to me (and I write you thus frankly, because 
T belie\e that both you and our much esteemed brother Ridout are actuated 
l^v motives similar to my own) thnt no delav should now take place in de- 
claring the intentions of the Provincial Grand Lodge; many difficulties, at pre- 
sent latent and perhaps unforeseen, but which might eventually spring un, 
^vould by speedy action be obviated, and much useless argument and possible 
unpleasantness avoided. 

The division which has taken place amongst us has made no change 
in the friendly feelings T have ever entertained towards those brethren w^ith 
whom I was so long and happily associated: and all I ref|uest from them is 
that they will give me and those with whom I act credit for the sa'^c honestv 
and integrity of purpose they claim for themselves, a claim which I cheerfully 
concede to them. 

Again T have much pleasure in subscribing mvself. 

As very sincerely yours, 

William Wilson 
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This letter had its effect, Bro, Richardson laid it before his 
leaders and urged the acceptance of the friendly terms suggested. 

The nieetinc^^ of the I^ro\ incial Grand Lods:e was held on the 
30th June, T857, and all resolutions previously passed affecting the 
intercovirse of the bodies were rescinded. The follo\^ ing resolutions 
were passed, and copies sent to M. W. Bro. AVilson: 

Resolved — * That the interests of Masonry reciuire that perfect unity of 
the Craft should be restoied and maintained throughout the Province. 

That this Provincial Grand Lodge being actuated by the spirit of the 
foregoing resokition, and accepting an intimation of an anxious desire on the 
part of the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada for an union with those 
composing the Provincial Grand Lodge, with a view to the restoration of per- 
fect unity amongst Freemasons in Canada/ 

** Resolved — ' That the committee appointed on the 23rd October, 1S56, be 
re-appointed, wath power to take such measures as they may consider neces- 
sary and expedient to effect such unity, and to meet any committee appointed 
for a like purpose by the Grand Lodge of Canada, and with them to negotiate 
preliminary terms on which such re-union may be accomplished and consoh- 
dated, reporting at the next meeting of this Grand Lodge/ 

A committee had been appointed on the 23rd of October, 1856, 
by the Provincial Grand Lodge, in order if possible, to arrive at a 
basis for union, but the bitter feeling which followed the establish- 
ment of the Grand Lodge of Canada indicated that any chance of suc- 
cess in the direction of union would be for the time futile. 1 he 
Grand Lodges of the continent had not been silent upon the Cana- 
dian question, and twent3'-two of them expressed opinions, through 
their Committees on Foreign Correspondence, upon the action of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. 

Perhaps the most exhaustive opinion came from the Grand 
Lodge of Florida, which occupied eighteen pages of small type, deal- 
ing with every possible phase of the case and endorsing the action of 
the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The Grand Lodges of Ireland, Vermont, Kentucky, South Caro- 
lina, Louisiana, Ivlichigan, Towa, The District of Columbia, Texas, 
and Florida, approved of the course of the Canadian brethren, en- 
dorsing their action in a warm and eulogistic manner, and in many 
instances not only was recognition conveyed but resolutions com- 
mendatory of the course pursued were passed. ( )n the other hand, 
the Grand Lodges of Kngland, Scotland, Massachusetts, New Vork, 
Missouri and Mrginia, were adverse in their opinions. 

On Wednesday, the 8th of July, 1857, the Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada met in the Masonic PI all, ATontreal, in its second annual con^- 
munication, AT. W. l>ro. Wm. Af. Wilson in the chair. Thirty-fovu* 
warranted lodges were represented, and ten lodges under dispensa- 
tion. Including Grand officers, there were about one hundred re- 
presentatives present. The Committee on Credentials in its report 
included the ofPcers aiicl representatives of the lodges under dispen- 
sation, whom they recommended to be admitted and take part in the 
proceedinp-s of Grand T^odge. 

The Rev. Eli Bullon, the Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge 
of Vermont, was admitted and honored with a seat on the dais. This 
honor was especiallv merited, for Vermont had been most outspoken 
in its opinion of the Canadian movement. 
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The finances of Grand Lodge had been the subject of much 
thoughtful consideration during the year, and while there had been 
a manifest improvement in the state of the funds, there was yet a 
large amount of revenue outstanding, occasioned by the neglect of 
lodges to make their returns. 

The receipts were £354. lis. ^d. and the disbursements >i^i73. 8s. 
7d. leaving a balance of £181. 2s. 7d., exclusive of a balance in the 
hands of the Grand Secretary of £16. 5s. id., making the actual amount 
in hand £197. 7s. 8d. It is interesting to note these figures and com- 
pare them with the returns of the present day. The books and accounts 
of ( irand Lodge showed a satisfactory- position, the amount received 
being sufficiently large to meet the expenditure required. 

The new constitution of Grand Lodge had been discussed by all 
the lodges, ana no less than fifty-six amendments were offered at this 
communication. These amendments were referred to the committee 
on the Constitution, and reported on. Many of the proposed changes 
were carried, including those which precluded members from belong- 
ing to more than one lodge, that the Grand Master could hold office 
for more than two years, and that no alteration could be made in the 
ConSititution without six months' notice being given to the Grand 
Secretary. 

The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters for the eight 
districts were not uninteresting, as being the first of the kind pre- 
sented. R. W. Bro. W. B. Simpson, as the D. D. G. M. of the Cen- 
tral district, reported that Bro. Edward Barker of Kingston had not 
complied with the instructions of Grand Lodge with regard to the 
warrant for Cataraqui lodge, but that when complied with, a dispen- 
sation would issue. In this district a dispensation had been issued 
for a lodge at the village of IXIaitland, styled St. James' lodge. This 
lodge occupied the oldest part of the Canadian jurisdiction, for within 
a few miles of Maitland was, and still is, the house of W. Bro. Adiel 
Sherwood, who was an officer of the New Osw^egatchie lodge, war- 
ranted by the Grand Lodge of New York in 1785. 

A dispensation had been issued to a new lodge at Farmersville, 
to be known as Rising Sun lodge. This was also an old district in 
the pioneer days. 

R. W. Bro. Simpson pointed out in his report that in Brockville 
Craft matters were not progressing, attributable to the fact that on 
the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada a large number of mem- 
bers withdrew from Sussex lodge, No. 6, but that if the Craft were 
again united those who had withdrawn would return. Bro. Simpson 
dealt with the work practised in the lodges of the Central district, 
pointing out that with one exception it was best known as " United 
States' work,'' and suggested the propriety of a uniform system being 
adopted. 

R. W. Bro. Stephens, the D. D. G. M. of the Hamilton district, 
had sixteen lodges under his control. Two had been added during 
the year, one for a lodge at Tilsonburg, called King Hiram, and an- 
other at Paris, to LTnity lodge, a lodge which had been originallv 
chartered by the Grand Lodge of England, but now affiliated with 
Canada as St. John's lodge. Tn the Hamilton district there had been 
in the vear over one hundred initiations. 


Si 2 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


In the Eastern Townships district all the lodges had been visited, 
and were in a satisfactory condition. 

In the eastern section of the jurisdiction, the Alontreal district, 
where there were six lodges, the Craft was prosperous, except in the 
case of Jacques Cartier lodge. No. 34, Montreal, which had never 
flourished from the day of its inception. 

The address of the M. W. the Grand Master, opened with a 
parae^rai>h, in which he congratulated the Craft on meeting together 
in Montreal, the headquarters of Masonry in the Lower Province." 
He then dealt with the necessitv of conserving the archives, stating 
that- 

** The system vvliicli now prevails among O'lr sister Grand l^odges of care- 
fully preser%'ing in their archives and on their records, the reports annually 
made by their executive, together with a full statement of their proceedings, 
appears to me worthy of imitation, not only as affording a ready reference 
tor all statistical and other information, which may from tinie to time be 
required, but a*^ prcsr^rving also for the futvire historian and ^lasonic student 
much xaluable kno\rledge and many interesting particulars which would other- 
wise be lost in oblivion." 

Having thus disposed of this prelin:inar\- matter, the Grand 
AJaster took up the all absorbing question of the position of Grand 
Lodge. He said: 

The present state of Masonry in Canada still coii'iinues to excite the 
liveliest interest in the ^lasonic world, and while on the one hand we are 
perfectly satisfied that the recent movement has been productive of much real 
benefit to the Canadian Craft, we have also reason to believe that the cause of 
Masonry itseif has l;een advanced tiiroughout the world, not only by the re- 
search that has been induced, but also by the discussions on the subject, to 
which that movement lias led; the student of Alasonic jurisprudence can now 
find on record the carefully prepared and well digested opinions of some of 
the most enlightened Craftsmen of the age, for who can read the brilliant and 
logical address of a * Tucker/ or the i:>owerful arguments of a ' Fretich/ with- 
out coming to the conclusion, that the Masons of Canada in fortuing their 
Grand Lrdge proved then/rselves gt>od workmen and intelligent IVIasons? In 
addition to the two distinguished l>rethren whom I have named as having 
Llevoted a portion of their time to the investigation of this most important 
enquiry, I might name a host of bright particular stars in the Alasonic firma- 
ment, who by their talents have thrown a tlood of light on the subject; and 
rirst in rank, as in ovu* personal regard, comes the author of that great and 
truly valuable work, * The Masonic Code,' the much esteemed and universally 
known ' Rob Alorris * — acting upon the principle, be sure you're ri'^ht, then 
go ahead — he first satisfied his own mind itpon the subject, and then his power- 
ful pen and his extensive influence were exerted in our belialf. The erudite 
^lackay, whose master-mind is imbued c-xnd stored wuth Masonic lore, at once 
staiuped the movement with the seal of his approbation The editor of the 
London ' Freemasons* Magazine,' the editors of the ' ^Messenger,' of New 
Vork. the * Mirror and Keystone, the Cincinnati ' Review,' and though last 
not least, our own valued ' Pioneer,' of Montreal, together with i^iiny dis- 
tinguished writers in these and other periodicals, have all contril>uted by tlieir 
talents, an<l by their learning, to establish our Grand Lodge in that position 
which she has so properly assumed." 

He then referred to the aooointments he had made durinj^- the 
year, the orjjanization of a Grand Chapter, and in the following; para- 
<^raph mentioned the work of Grand Lodge, and the differences of 
0]>inion which existed. He said: 
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" Objections had been raised, by some highly esteemed brethren, to the 
introduction of certain forms and phrases into our ritual, which conflicted 
with their religious belief and opinions. It is unnecessary for me here to par- 
ticularize either the forms or phrases to which the brethren objected: but I 
feel It to be my duly distinctly to declare, that in my opinion these brethreii 
had good grounds for their complaint; for, as I understand Masonry, it is 
a societ3^ which men ot all religions, moving within the pale of civilized society, 
who acknowledge the moral laws wdiich bind the human family in the preser- 
vation of the social compact, and who admit a belief of the superintendence 
of a Deity over the universe which he has created, may be admitted and en- 
rolled as members of its mystic fraternity: or as it has been well defined by 
a distinguished brother w^ien he said * Freemasonry is an institution which 
welcomes equally to its bosom the Jew and the Gentile, the Christian and 
Alahommcdan, requiring from each only a just sense of moral rectitude and 
conscientious obligation/ If these definitions are correct, and I firmly be- 
lieve them to be so, then the objections raised by the brethren referred to are 
sustained, and the practice complained of is pronounced an innovation and an 
excrescence on the body of Masonry, which can neither be sanctioned nor 
permitted. 

The other point, and it is one to which I shall very briefly allude, is 
regarding the extent of the rights and privileges of ' Entered Apprentices/ 
This subject is one wdiich, at the time it was brought speciaUy before me. 
occasioned me a good deal of thought, and induced much anxious inv^esti- 
gation. 

I am free to admit that the decision I arrived at was exactly the reverse 
of what I had previously supposed to be correct. My views upon this interest- 
ing subject will be fotmd at length in the September number of ' The Pioneer,* 
page 30. to which I beg leave to refer you. My conclusions on the matter, I 
have reason to believe, have not satisfied the minds of certain members of 
the fraternity, for whose opinions I entertain the highest respect, and in whose 
knowledge of Masonic law I have much confidence. I have, therefore, thought 
it right and proper to introduce the subject to you now in order that you may, 
if you think proper to do so, take the subject into your consideration: for. 
although possessing, for the time, supreme authority over the Craft, and feel- 
ing bound to govern according to the best of my judgment and ability, I by 
no means arrogate to myself the possession of superior wisdom: but I have 
at all times endeavored to decide these and all other questions submitted to 
me, in strict accordance with my sacred obligations. I will only add that my 
opinions remain unchanged; and these, I am pleased to say, have been sus- 
tained and approved by the leading Masonic minds of the United States 

On the subject of a united fraternity under the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, the Grand Master said, referring to a more perfect union^ 

This has ever been the most anxious wish of my heart and the leading 
aim and object of all my efforts. I trust, however, that this pleasing duty 
may soon devolve upon my successor, and that he will, ere long, be in a posi- 
tion to convey to us the gratifying intelligence that every Mason in this Pro- 
vince acknowledges allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Canada. Union is 
essential to Masonry; it is the very keystone of our arch, and should ever be 
eagerly sought for and carefully preserved when found by every true Crafts- 
man. Such an union as I contemplate and ardently long for may be accom- 
pHshed without sacrifice of principle on either side, if both parties are only 
really and truly actuated by a sincere love and regard for Masonry, and by 
a spirit of forbearance and brotherly love/' 

The Grand Master then quoted the resohitions already given in 
this Chapter from the Provincial Grand Lodge, and raid: 

I now commend this important matter to your most serious considera- 
tion, nothing doubting but that your action thereon will have a tendency to 


HISTORV OF FREEMASONRY IIST CANADA. 


increase the iMasonic feeling, evinced by our brethren of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge in these resolutions, and ensure a speedy and happy union of the whole 
Canadian Craft/' 

The Committee on the Grand Master's adtlress, after reviewing 
its business features, said with regard to the proposed union : 

'* Your committee are much gratified at receiving the resolutions passed 
at the last meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge for Canada West, being 
indicative of an unanimous wish of those brethren who have not yet acknow- 
ledged the supremacy of this Grand Lodge, to promote unity amongst the 
brethren. Your committee recommend that a communication be forwarded 
to the Secretary of the Provincial Grand Lodge, stating that it has always 
been the anxious wish of this Grand Lodge to promote perfect unity in the 
Craft, and in order to accomplish this object, it is desirable that a perfect 
understanding sliould exist between the Provincial Grand Lodges and Pro- 
vincial Grand Masters throughout the Province and this Grand Lodge, with 
respect to the proposed basis of union. Your committee also recommend 
that a committee of seven be appointed to take such measures as they may 
consider necessary and expedient to effect such unity; and to meet the com- 
mittee appointed for a like purpose by the Provincial Grand Lodge for Can- 
ada West, and any other committee appointed by the Provincial Grand Masters 
for Canada East, and with them to negotiate preliminary terms on which such 
a union may be accomplished and consolidated, reporting to a special meet- 
ing of this Grand Lodge to be called for the purpose.'' 

The Grand Lodge was anxiious to do honor to those v^ho had 
faithfully stood by them in the hour of trial, and by unanimous vote 
M. \\ . JJro. Phillip C. Tucker, Grand Alaster of the Grand Lodge of 
Vermont, and M. W. Bro. H. T. Backus, Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Michigan, were created members of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, with the rank of Past Grand Alaster, and R. W. Bro. Michael 
Furnelk Provincial Grand Master of North Munster and the repre- 
sentative of the Grand Lodge of Canada, near the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland, was honored with the rank of District Deputy Grand Master. 

Tt was resolved that the next comninnication of Grand Lodge 
should be held in Toronto. 

The question of incorporating the Grand Lodge by act of Parlia- 
ment had been spoken of at the organization of the body, but no 
action was taken until this commimication, when it was resolved: 

" That the Grand Secretary be instructed to give the necessary notice 
required by law, previous to the next meeting of the Parliament of Canada, 
that the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada will 
apply for an Act or incorporation to enable it, and subordinate lodges acting 
under it, to hold real and personal estate in a corporate capacity, for Masonic, 
charitable and other purposes required by the Craft; and that the M. W. 
Grand Master be requested to appoint a committee to draft a bill for such 
;iurpose to be presented to the Legislature." 

The Grand Lodge declined to take any decided action in the mat- 
ter, but requested that the M. W. Grand Master would obtain the in- 
formation, if it were really necessary, as to its propriety. On the 
question of union with the Provincial Grand Lodge under England, 
it was resolved : 

" That the M. W. Grand Master appoint a committee to negotiate a union 
with the Provincial Grand Lodge; and that it be an instruction to that com- 
mittee, that they entertain no proposition not based on an entire independence 
of Freemasonry in Canada, nor any implication upon the constitutionality or 


HISTORY OF FRKEMASONRY IN CANAUA. 


c*. rrectness o£ the present position of this Grand Lodge, but that on all other 
points it is the desire of the Grand Lodge to meet on a footing best calculated 
to Ininy; about the union they so much desire.'* 

Prior to the passage of the foregoing resolutions, the election of 
officers was proceeded with, the following being declared elected: 
M. W. Bxo. Wm. Aiercer Wilson, re-elected Grand Master. 
R. W. Bro. Rev. Joseph Scott, Deputy Grand Master. 

James E. Smith, Grand Senior Warden. 

Samuel Ross, Grand Junior Warden. 

Rev. J. Tremayne, Grand Chaplain. 

William Bellhouse, Grand Treasurer. 

William H. Miller, Grand Registrar. 

Thomas B. Harris, Grand Secretary. 
By an open vote of Grand Lodge, 

Bro, Jno. Morrison, Grand Tyler, 

The M. \\\ the Grand Master was pleased to confirm the nom- 
ination bv lodges of their respective districts: 

R. W. Bro. Capt, T. Wilson, D. D. G. M. London District. 

Charles Alagill, D. .D. G. M. Hamilton Uistrict. 
Kivas Tully, D, D. G. M. Toronto District. 
W. B. Simpson, D. D. G. M. Central District. 
J. H. Isaacson, D, D. G. M. Montreal District. 
Elisha Gustin, D. D. G. AI. Eastern Townships 
District. 

This closed the second Annual Gommunication of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. The amount of business transacted, the cordiality 
which prevailed, and the determination of all to present a united front, 
as a body whose hrst interests were those of the Graft, indicated a 
strength of purpose that secured for the brethren the respect and 
l^ood opinion of their brethren all over the continent. 

The third year of the life of the Grand Lodge, counting the 
n:onths from the day of organization until the end of 1855 as the 
first year of its existence, was important to the Craft. From 1792 
a period of 63 years, the Craft in Upper Canada had been subordinate 
to the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland, and from 
1800 the governing bodies were unsatisfactory, if we may except the 
short period from 1822 until 1829, when the Provincial Grand Lodge 
imder R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivray, had the confidence of the 
united Craft. But this era of harmony passed into thin air after the 
Morgan trouble, and the hiatus, followed by the revival in 1845, was 
not an acceptable or sooth in balm to many elements in the Craft 
life. When therefore the fraternity throughout the upper and lower 
provinces saw a bri^g^ht future before it in a united body, and in joy- 
ful anticipation of results that would be stamped with the hall mark of 
success, it was but natural that they should awaken to a new life, and 
an existence that would only be limited by failure to carry on the 
governing body on the lines laid down by the projectors and pro- 
moters of the fraternal ttnion. 

Every month, from the day of its birth, had told in favor of the 
new Grand Lodije. The cause of Mn^onrv b:^d advanced in a 
phenomenal manner in the jurisdiction. The indiflFerence and lack of 
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interest which had marked a score of the > ears prior to i^S5 l^a<J- 
given place to zeal and activity. Fifteen new lodges had been founded 
by dis]:)ensation during the year, and hands tnat were willing and 
hearts that were sincere had taken hold of the work. The cause of 
the Craft in Canada had been carefully' weighed by the jurist minds 
of ele\-en more jurisdictions, and in each case the judgment had Ijceix 
favorable, making twenty— two jurisdictions which were in accord with 
the course pursued by the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The ablest writers of the Aiasonic press were hand in hand with 
the brethren of Canada. The state of Alasonry within the purview 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada w^as satistactory. The large majorit} 
of the lodges W'Cre flourishing and doing excellent work. Some were 
apathetic from a laxity in administration, but on the whole the newly- 
formed jurisdiction had reason to be proud of its efforts. The Grand 
Master had visited quite a number of the lodges, notably those at 
Paris^ Newbury, Delaware, Hamilton, Strathroy and Simcoe. On 
the 2gth of May be had laid the corner-stone of a new^ school-house 
at Simcoe, and on the 24th of June had dedicated the new lodge room 
of Great AVestern lodge at W^indsor. At this place he had the plea- 
sure of meeting the Grand Alaster and Grand officers of the Grand 
Lodge of Micliigan, whose kindly offices were remembered in con- 
nection with the installation of the officers of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada at its organization. 


CHAPTER CX\\ 

Proceedings in England. — The \ tkws of the Grand Master of 
THE Grand Lodge, 4th March, 1857, ani> September, 
i8s7- 

The AL W. the Grand Master of England had not failed to di^^est 
all the communications he had received from the Grand Lodge of 
Canada. He saw that even in his own Grand Lodge he could not hold 
the op'nion he had expressed, when in 1855 the memorial of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West had been transmitted to and 
condemned by him. 

The neglect of R. W. P>ro. Sir Allan MacNab as Provincial Grand 
Master was know^n in England, and the little interest he had taken 
in Masonic matters had been commented upon at the June quarterly 
communication of the Grand Lodge of England by the M. W. the 
Grand Master. At an emergent meeting of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, held on the nth FebruaTy, 1857, and presided over by the Earl of 
Zetland, 

The W. Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal then moved that a return be forth- 
with ordered from the Provincial Grand Secretary of Canada West, 5?tatingr 
the number of Provincial Grand Lodges held during the ISTastership of the 
present Prov. G. Master, and specifically those at which he presided in person/' 
His reason for making- this motion was, because complaints had been made 
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that the Provincial Grand Master of Canada West had neglected the business 
of the Province, and it ought therefore, to be known whether those com- 
plaints were well founded, and whether the Grand Master had held a sufficient 
number of Lodges, and was present at them. Some remarks had been made 
in Grand Lodge in June last, by the G. M. which appeared to reflect on the 
worthy Deputy P. G. M. of Canada West. Those remarks, he trusted, had 
been misunderstood, and would be found capable of explanation; but they 
rendered this return necessary, in vindication of the course adopted by the 
D. P. G. M. 

The motion having been seconded, 

R. W. Bro. Dobie disapproved of the wording of the motion, and suggested 
that the return should be requested through the Grand Master. 

The W. Bro. the Rev. G. Portal in'reply said, he should not have resisted 
Bro. Dobie's amendment on light grounds; he did so because it appeared to 
him that the power and authority of the Grand Lodge over Provincial Grand 
Lodges to keep their proceedings registered in a book for the inspection ol 



W. Bro. Rev. Canon Portal. 


the Grand Master of Grand Lodge was undoubted. It was not possible to 
forego the authority that Grand Lodge possessed in this matter, or to attempt 
to get, by indirect means, that information which they had a right to obtain by 
their own authority. For this reason he must beg leave to press his motion. 
G. L. then divided, when the motion was carried by a very large majority. 

At the meeting- of the Grand Lodge, 4th March, 1857, Rev. Canon 
Portal said that he did not wish to trouble the Grand Secretary about 
the return asked for from Canada. He had obtained it, and it showed 
that out of thirty-three meetings the Provincial Grand Master had 
attended only five. 

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Kngland 
held on the 4th March, 1857, the Earl of Zetland was re-elected Grand 
Master, and in thanking Grand Lodge: 
52a 
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The M. W. Grand Alaster sincerely assured Grand Lodge that he found 
it very difficult to express the feelings which inspired him on this occasion, or 
to thank them, as he desired, for the highly flattering manner in which he 
had been re-elected to the high and honorable office he had filled 
during the past year. He did not disgtiise from himself the many dis- 
qualifications he possessed. He felt that some years ago he was able to 
display more activity in the performance of his duties than he could now, and 
he also felt that he had a much more difficult task to perform in G. L. than 
formerly was the case. But he had so often been re-elected in a similar 
flattering manner, that while he continued to be so seconded by Grand Lodge, 
he would say, however difficult he found the post, he would endeavor, to the 
best of his ability, to discharge its duties. He would continue to serve the 
office so long as it was considered conducive towards advancing the interests 
of Masonry, and satisfactory to the general welfare of the Craft. (Cheers.) 
In looking back upon the past year, he could say that not only was Masonry 
prospering in Kngland, it was flourishing also in India and AustraHa, In 
those colonies, he was happy to say, there were no complaints. But there was 
one part of our colonial possessions on which he could not look with the 
same degree of satisfaction, and that was Canada. (Hear, hear.) That was 
a subject which had had his long and attentive consideration. He thought 
he should consult the convenience of Grand Lodge, and he hoped, at the 
same time, to remove the asperity which existed, by stating the result of his 
long and anxious deliberations. He regretted as much as any one that the 
Canadian brethren did not complain without some degree of truth. (Hear, 
hear) ; and that they had not received all the consideration which they had 
reason to expect. He could not, however, reopen the subject on its merits. 
The chief object which he now had was to amend the past shortcomings, and 
tc endeavour to keep matters more smoothly moving for the future. He was 
bound to say, however, that he had found that he was not fully acquainted 
with the whole of the circumstances of the state of affairs relating to Canada 
West when he had previously addressed Grand Lodge upon the subject. 
CHear, hear.) There had been some little confusion in his mind with respect 
to the P. G. Lodge of Canada West, and the so-called independent Grand 
Lodge. (Hear, hear.) With the latter he need hardly say that they could 
have nothing whatever to do. (Hear, hear; and loud applause.) They had 
thrown off their allegiance to the G. L. of England, and that without even 
returning the warrants which they held under its jurisdiction, (Hear.) It 
was under these circumstances that the term " rebels " had been applied to 
them — (Hear) — and he thought that Grand I^odge would agree that that 
term was not unjustly so applied. (Hear, hear.) On a careful consideration 
of the whole case, he had arrived at the conclusion that he might, without any 
sacrifice of the privileges with which he was invested as G. M. make such con- 
cessions to the Canadian brethren as would fully meet their wants, and he hoped 
would satisfy them. The Canadian brethren wished to have the power of 
electing their own G. M.; and secondly, they wished to retain all their fees of 
every sort and kind: That their P. G. M. should grant warrants for new 
Lodges, and should appoint subordinate P. G. Masters; but that the G. L. 
of England should retain a supervising power. This, it would ne at once 
perceived, was tantamount to a declaration of independence. (Hear, hear.) 
This scheme demanded as a whole, could only be met by a direct negative, 
unless he sacrificed those privileges which belonged to his high office, and 
which he was desirous of handing in their integrity to his successors. As 
far as the appointment of officers was concerned, it was an irksome task. 
(Hear, hear.) The Canadian Masons contended that they had ample means 
of ascertaining who was a fit and proper person to preside over them; but 
that he, at that distance, had not the same favorable opportunity. (Hear.) 
He felt the force of that remark; and taking into consideration all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, he was prepared to say that he would appoint as Prov, 
G. Master of Canada West any Brother recommended to him by the Brethren as 
most acceptable to themselves. They might do this, if they preferred it. 
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through the medium of a resolution of the P. G. Lodge, or in such other 
form as might be agreed on. (Hear, and cheers.) Such a nomination would 
of course be subject to his approval; but he would not withhold his approval 
from any Brother so nominated without good and sufficient reasons, and 
without being prepared to justify such a step in G, L. (Hear, hear.) In these 
concessions he only announced his personal intentions. He did not mean 
to consent to any alteration in the laws, or in any way to curtail the preroga- 
tives of his office, or to bind his successor to continue the course which he 
might commence. (Hear, hear.) The mere pecuniary considerations were 
of secondary importance, and would never, he hoped, influence them in 
coming to a decision. (Cheers.) At present the registration fee was 
IDS. ; of which half went to the P. G. Lodge. Certificates, 6s* 6d. 
Total fees, iis. 6d. He should propose to make the registration fee 
/S. 6d., which wotild include the certificate, and then there would be a 
diminution of fees to the extent of 4s. The whole scale of fees would then be 
— Registration and Certificate in London, £1, 7s. 6d. ; in the country, 17s., in 
Canada, 7s. 6d. (Hear, hear, and applause.) The fees to the benevolent Fund 
London, £4: Country, £3; Canada, nil. (Renewed applause.) He had al- 
ready provided for the issue of blank certificates in such numbers as would 
prevent delays and complaints on that score. As regarded the issue of war- 
rants, such a power, or one equivalent to it, had always been exercised by the 
P. G. Masters of Colonial Grand Lodges. They had hitherto granted dis- 
pensations for holding new Lodges, till warrants could be procured, and those 
warrants had never been referred to. This, however, was a matter which could 
now be left to the Colonial Board. Owing to representations which had 
reached him, he was inclined to subdivide the provinces in such a manner 
that no lodge be at too great a distance from its P. G. Lodge. (Hear.) This 
he should do after consulting with the brethren upon the spot. (Cheers.) 
The appointment of P. G. Masters, however, must remain the prerogative of 
the G. M., just as the appointment of the officers of a private lodge was the 
prerogative of the W. M. He should, however, consult the wishes of the 
brethren in making these appointments. (Hear, hear.) Such was the course 
he proposed to pursue; and he could appeal to at least one member of Grand 
Lodge that he had determined upon that course, and stated his determination 
so far back as the 3rd January; and he believed that in so doing he should 
meet the wishes of the Canadian Brethren, without sacrificing the preroga- 
tives of his office, which he wished, from no selfish motive, to preserve. He 
hoped that they had now brought the matter to an amicable termmation; and 
he thought that the statement that he had then made would save G. L. any 
further protracted discussions on the subject. (Hear, hear.) The appoint- 
ment of the P. G. M. would be settled by him to the satisfaction of the P. G. 
Lodge of Canada: and all the details could be carried out by the Colonial 
Board. (Applause.) He trusted that he had now done justice. He repeated 
his regret that the matter had not been settled before; and he knew that he 
might rely with full confidence upon the G. L. for that support which they 
had never yet withheld from him in his endeavors to discharge his duty to the 
best of his ability. 

(The noble Lord, at the conclusion of his statement, which appeared to 
give the highest satisfaction to all present, sat down amidst great applause.) 

At this meeting- the report of the Colonial Board came up on a 
motion by R. W. Bro. Col. Burlton, P.P.G.M. for Bengal, who moved 
that the report be received and adopted. 

The report was lengthy and the first six clauses reviewed the 
sugrgestions made by the Grand Master at a former meeting: relative to 
the appointment by colonial Masons of their own Provincial Grand 
Masters, Registration fees. Grand Lodg-e certificates, and the appoint- 
ment of the District Grand Masters upon a report every third year to 
the supreme body in Enprland. 

He gave the remaining clauses of the report in full, as they are 
particularlv directed to the Canadian question. They read: — 
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*' 6th, The Board is of opinion that the remedies proposed by the M. W. 
Grand Master, as regards the payment of fees and issuing of certificates, are 
satisfactory, but they would recommend the attachment to the latter of the 
Seal of the District Grand Lodge, as well as the counter-signatures of the 
District Grand Lodge Authorities. 

** 7th. The Board regrets that it cannot express its approval of the pro- 
posal relative to District Grand Masters, as affording a remedy for the griev- 
ance complained of, since it only involves the exercise of a power which has 
already been vested by the constitutions in the M. W. Grand Master, and 
which the Grand Lodge is bound to suppose has hitherto been exercised with 
all the vigilance which is demanded by its high responsibility. 

8th. With regard to the Brethren of Canada West, the Board find that 
there is a special grievance complained of, viz.: that while they have no voice 
in the selection of the M. W. Grand Master of Kngland, they have no control 
over the conduct of their own District Grand Master, and that while they are 
themselves best qualified to select fit persons for that important post. Brethren 
have been appointed by an authority altogether external to them, who have not 
possessed their confidence, and who have neglected their interests, and that 
Masonry has, in consequence, suffered much damage. 

** 9th. The Board does not consider that these grievances would be 
remedied by the transmission to England, once in three years, of the minutes 
of the District Grand Lodge. 

loth. In accordance, therefore, with the precedent afforded by the Grand 
Lodge of England, the Board unanimously recommends that a meeting of 
the District Grand Lodge of Canada West should be held annually, in the 
first W^ednesday in December, at which nominations should be made by bal- 
lot of Brethren to fill the office of District Grand Master. That of these names, 
not more than three (having the largest number of votes), should be forthwith 
transmitted to the M, W. Grand Master, with the number of votes given to 
each. That he shall, within a month after the receipt of such list, appoint one 
of them to the office of District Grand Master, and the installation shall take 
place on the first Wednesday in March. If no appointment shall have been 
received by the Provincial Grand Secretary at that time, the Brother having 
the greatest number of votes shall be installed, and shall be considered to all 
intents and purposes, to have been appointed by the M. W. Grand Master. 

" nth. The Board further recommends that with a view to the better 
representation of the Provincial G. L. of Canada West, in the Grand Lodge 
of England, the said Provincial Grand Lodge be permitted to appoint a repre- 
sentative in the Grand Lodge of England, subject to the same conditions, and 
having the same rank as the representative of a Foreign Grand Lodge. 

The Board cannot conclude this report on the communication of the 
M. W^. Grand Master without expressing its deep sense of the careful con- 
sideration given by him to the subjects treated of, while, at the same time, 
they feel bound to express a unanimous opinion that nothing but the prompt 
concession of the points they have recommended will be accepted by the 
Canadian Lodges, or avail to remedy the unhappy discontent at present 
existing. 

Referring to an application received from Canada West, and under 
present circumstances, the Board unanimously recommends the Grand Lodge 
not to recognize the Grand Lodge of Canada West. 

(Signed) William Burlton, 
" P. P. G. M., Bengal, P. M, 97, 125, 552 & 596- 

Chairman. 

" Free Masons' Hall, 6th February, 1857 " 
Following the reading of this report 

W. Bro. the Rev. G. R, Portal said it would perhaps be better if G. L. 
were to adopt the first six paragraphs, and refer the rest to the M. W. the G. M. 

R. W. Bro. Burlton expressed his concurrence in this suggestion, which 
was unanimously agreed to. 

W. Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal said, he had a petition to present from the 
Prov. G. L. of Canada West. He would not enter into the details, but state 
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generally, that it contained a statement of their grievances, and detailed the 
steps that had been taken from time to time, since 1853, for obtaining redress. 
After the very Masonic and handsome expression of regret, which had fallen 
from the G. IM. relative to past neglect, he was sure that all would concur with 
him in a desire, that hyegones should be byegones. (Loud cheers.) He 
trusted that the Provincial G, L. of Canada would agree with him, (hear, 
hear) and as the Provincial G. Secretary had stated to him, that they were 
anxious for a reply to their memorial by May, when there would be a Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge, he begged to move, that the memorial be referred to the 
Colonial Board to reply to, in conjunction with the M, W. the G. M. (Cheers.) 

R. W. Bro. Lord Panmure had a deeper interest than any brother present 
in seeing peace restored to the Canadian lodges, and co-operation again 
established with Grand Lodge here. The reason why he felt this deeper in- 
terest was, because it was in Canada that he had first been admitted to the 
Craft, and it was on that account he felt the greatest pain at viewing the dif- 
ferences that had prevailed. He trusted however, reunion would be established. 
And he had listened with much pleasure to the observations of his friend Bro. 
Portal, which came from him with peculiar propriety, as a minister of peace. 
(Cheers.) He was quite sure, they might now safely rely on the word of 
honor of the G. M., that no efforts would be spared to promote peace and 
harmony between the G. L. of England and the Prov. G. L. of Canada. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The M. W. the Grand Master said: The present position was an excep- 
tional case. It was quite unprecedented its being referred to the Colonial 
Board, and he hoped that such a course would not be deemed a precedent. 

W. Bro. Roxburgh thought it would be advisable, to prevent misappre- 
hension in future, to introduce words in the resolution for referring the peti- 
tion, which would show that the reference was made on account of ttie emer- 
gency of the case. 

The suggestion was acceded to. 

The resolutions of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, 
passed in June, had been transmitted to England by an early mail, but 
not in time for the quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge of England in 
that month. 

It was perhaps as well that these documents were not in time as 
it gave another opportunity to the officials in England to weigh well 
their future action. 

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of England 
held on the 2nd September, 1857, R. W. Bro. Lord Panmure presid- 
ing, the Canadian question was again before Grand Lodge, under the 
head of " Sessions of P. G. L. of Canada West.'' 

V. \V\ Bro. Clarke, G. Sec, then laid before Grand Lodge the resolutions 
adopted at a meeting of the G, L. of Canada West, held at Toronto, the third 
of June. 1857: — 

r. — That whereas the Memorial addressed by this Provincial Grand 
Lodg-e to the Grand Lodge of England records with accuracy and truth the 
difficulties under which the Craft in Canada has long suffered; the grievances, 
neglect, and indignity with which the Grand Lodge has for many years been 
treated by the Grand Lodge of England; the disunion which has resulted in the 
Order, and the ultimate danger with which Freemasonry in this Province is 
consequently threatened; and whereas no definite reply has yet been vouch- 
safed to that respectful memorial, whilst the correspondence just read by the 
Grand Secretary affords no reasonable hope that the privileges prayed for as 
necessary to the well-being and stability of the Craft in the province, will be 
conceded — Resolved: That, with unfeigned grief, this Provincial Grand Lodge, 
in fidelity to the OTder within this Province, is constrained to declare that 
separate organization is necessary to the efificiency and stability of Free- 
masonry in Canada. 


822 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


2, — Resolved: That, in the confirmation of the foregoing resolution at 
the next ensuing meeting of this Provincial Grand Lodge, that this Provincial 
Grand Lodge, shall declare itself an independent grand Lodge, all warrants 
from the Grand Lodge of England being returned thereto. 

Francis Richardson, P.G.S." 

V. W. Bro. Henderson, G.R,, then said, that he rose to move that that 
paper be entered on the minutes; and would take the opportunity of that 
formal motion to advert to a circumstance which ought to be known to the 
Craft, and which was not unimportant to the consideration of the relation, in 
which the P. G. L. of Canada West stood to the Grand Lodge. Those Breth- 
ren present, who happened not to be acquainted with the circumstances of the 
case, must have listened with surprise to the statement, that the Memorial of 
the G. L. of Canada West had not received from G. L. a definite reply. At 
the Quarterly Communication, held in March last, the M, W. the G. M. stated 
what were his opinions and intentions with respect to the demands of the 
Canadian Brethren, and G. L. on that occasion adopted a resolution, referring 
the consideration of the matter to the Colonial Board. The M. W. the G. M. 
then thought it necessary, from the urgency of the case, to waive the question 
of precedent, and laid in a written form before G. L., both the demands of the 
P. G. L. of Canada W^est, and the concessions which, for the sake of preserv- 
ing the unity of the Craft, he was willing to make to them. The stibstance of 
that communication was conveyed in an official form to the W. Brother who 
signed the paper before G. L. ; and a copy of that letter was also addressed 
to the P. G. M. It was clear therefore that, so far at least, an explanation 
reaching to every necessary point was given by the G. L. to the Brethren m 
Canada. If it rested there, there might perhaps be some error of form, but 
it did not. The letter to which he referred was sent to Canada on the 13th 
of March, and on the 6th of April the P. G. L. of Canada West acknowledged the 
receipt of it. Again a communication from the Colonial Board also, embracing 
the substance of the G. M.'s statement was forwarded to Canada on the i6th of 
April, and must have been in the hands of the Canadian Brethren long before 
the resolutions now read to G. L. were agreed to. (Hear, hear.) The Breth- 
ren could thus see that neither the G. L., the G. M. nor the Colonial Board 
was guilty of neglect as regarding the Canadian ^lemorial; and it was a mis- 
take in fact to say that it had not received a full and a definite answer. 
(Hear, hear.) He should refrain from all expression of opinion upon the 
Canadian question itself, as he was bound to observe that regulation of G. L. 
which prohibited debate on any matter of which notice had not been given; 
but he would remark that the paper now before G. L. had been also laid before 
the Board of Masters, and the Brethren constituting that Board, in refraining 
from giving any notice in reference to it, had. he thought, exercised a sound 
discretion and a wise forbearance, as any discussion upon it could not be 
profitable and might be mischievous. Whether the Brethren, from whom the 
document professed to come, and from whom perhaps it really did come, had 
or had not made up their minds to withdraw their allegiance from the G. L., 
there were nevertheless in Canada many Brethren, who still desired to remain 
one with them in the body of the Craft, and to follow that glorious banner 
which had so long led the van in the promulgation of Masonic knowledge. 
These Brethren would of course be guided by the course of events: and it 
was therefore desirable that the G. L. should act on this occasion with wisdom, 
justice, and brotherly kindness. He should not at present say more, but move 
that the paper be entered upon the minutes. 

The motion, having been seconded, was unanimously agreed to. 
The G. Secretary then read the Report of the Colonial Board as follows: — 
"To the United Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England: 
"The Colonial Board begs to report, that they have printed the papers 
referred to them in June, together with their reply to the memorial from the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West. 

" Grand Lodge will perceive that the privileges and powers of self- 
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g'>vernment, proposed to be conceded to the said Provincial Grand Lodge, 
appear unlikely to meet the present requirements of that body. 

This is the more to be regretted, since it is admitted on all sides that, 
had these concessions been made at an earlier period, they might have been 
amply sufficient to satisfy the demands of the Canadian Masons. 

It appears, however, that owing to the rapidly increasing power and 
influence of the irregular G. L., as well as from other internal causes — the 
P. G. L. has been placed in a position of considerable difficulty and dis- 
advantage, while the harmony ot the Craft has been greatly imperilled. 

Havnig regard therefore to the many unhappy circtnnstances connected 
with the present state of disunion in Canada, it appears to be the duty of G. L. 
to spare no effort to restore that Province to a condition of Masonic effici- 
ency, union and harmony. 

The steps, that may now be necessary for the attainment of this most 
desirable consummation, will doubtless in due course be pointed out by the 
Provincial G. L. 

No official information however having as yet reached England of the 
course proposed to be adopted by the Provincial G. L., nor any answer having 
been received to the last communication from Grand Lodge, it only remains 
for Grand Lodge to delay all further action till such communication shall have 
arrived. 

The Board has received and replied to communications from Lodges in 
Victoria, Australasia; St. Thomas, West Indies; Trinidad and Jamaica; rela- 
tive to various points of Masonic discipline. 

** In the absence of Bro. Burlton, the President; and Bro. Beach, Chair- 
man of the dav, 

(Signed) John Hervey, V.P. 
Freemasons' Hall, London; August 4th, 1857. 

W, Bro. Hervey, P, G. D., said that as Vice-President of the Board, he 
had — in the absence of the President, Bro. Burlton — signed that report; his 
doing so was completely a ministerial act, and he reserved to himself the right 
of canvassing some of its statements. 

W. Bro. Havers, P. G. D., then said he could wish for the sake of that 
unanimity which should exist among Alasons, that a sense of duty did not 
compel him to move that only a portion of that report should be received. 
He should at once proceed to lay before G. L. his reasons for asking them 
to take that course, and should conclude his remarks by moving that all such 
portions of the report as relate to the executive duty of the Colonial Board, 
namely, the first two and three concluding paragraphs, be received. He held 
that the duties of the Colonial Board were purely of an execvitive character. 
Grand Lodge deputed to them the performance of those acts which, as a large 
body, it could not without inconvenience itself administer; and so long as 
they confined themselves to the performance of those duties, so long Grand 
Lodge was bound to thank them. Without imputing to them (and he did not 
wish to impute to them) the slightest inclination to exceed the proper bounds 
of their duty, he could not read their report without thinking that it was one 
which ought not to be addressed from a subordinate to a supreme body. He 
would take out of it all that was dictatorial and ofTensive to the supreme body, 
and would propose that they should adopt all that related to their executive 
duty. To the first two paragraphs he would raise no objection, as they merely 
related to the printing of the documents submitted to them, though he would 
remark that if the communications alluded to in the eighth paragraph were 
of sufficient importance to deserve notice in the report, full information should 
have been given as to their nature, since G. L. did not delegate to the Board 
any power to act in its stead. In paragraph 9 they said that an appeal had been 
received from the W. M. of No. 781 against the suspension of that Lodge by 
the P. G. M. of Tasmania, and they recommended that suspension should be 
confirmed. He was sorry to say that in that recommendation they had ex- 
ceeded their duty. All appeals lay directly to the G. L., and by no means or 
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authority could the Colonial Board decide one of them. In this particular 
instance the appeal was directed to the G. M., and by his desire it was com- 
municated to the Colonial Board; but no authority of any sort or kind was 
given to them to decide upon it. But even supposing that the appeal was 
made to Grand Lodge itself, they could not in his opinion, by any stretch 
of the constitution, have entertained it. The Grand Master had in kind and 
courteous language, protested against this infringement of his prerogative, 
but had at the same time intimated his desire so far as he could consistently do 
so, to carry out their recommendations. That was a matter which he thought 
did great credit to their G. M. Having thus taken notice of all the portions 
of the report which related to their executive duty, he would now refer to the 
four paragraphs which ought not to be so entered. He was, he conceived, tak- 
ing the course which was most kind and least offensive to the Colonial Board. 
First of all, he had thought that the best way would be to refer the report 
back to them for amendment; but after more mature consideration, he came 
to the conclusion that it would be better to adopt all the portions of it which 
referred to their executive duty, and leave out all those which might be con- 
sidered as dictatorial or uncourteous. Grand Lodge would, he hoped, bear 
with him while he called their attention to those offensive paragraphs. In 
one it was said that having regard to many unhappy circumstances con- 
nected with the present state of disunion in Canada, it appears the duty of 
G. L. to spare no effort to restore that province to a condition of Masonic 
efficiency, union, and harmony." Now he would appeal to Grand Lodge tl 
those were the terms in which they ought to be addressed by a subordinate 
body. Grand Lodge might indeed submit to the consideration of the Colonial 
Board the unhappy differences which at present exist in Canada, and warn 
them to spare no means for securing a definite and amicable settlement of 
them. But here the case was totally the reverse. It was the Colonial Board 
which presumed to warn the Grand Lodge, and called on them to do what 
they had not done themselves — to devise a plan which w^ould have the effect of 
putting an end to this distressing state of things. But they had themselves no 
such plan. If they had one, in heaven's name let them come forward with it; 
bvit if they were not in that position, they should not tell G. L. to spare no 
efforts. He appealed to all present if G. L. had spared any efforts to bring 
about a desirable settlement of the differences referred to. There was no man 
among them who would not strive to the utmost to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion; but he was not to be told to do so in terms so vague — ^tie might say so 
full of mockery — as those in the report. But one part of the report was at 
variance with another. There was a regular contradiction of terms. In this 
paragraph they called upon G. L. to spare no efforts; and in another paragraph 
they called upon it to delay any further action. If words had any meaning 
he gathered from the first, that they were to act, and next, that they were not 
to act at all; so that» upon the whole, the matter could not be made consistent 
with itself. He now begged to draw attention to paragraph 7. It stated that 
the steps which might be necessary for the attainment of a settlement of the 
question would be in due course pointed out." But by whom? Was it by 
the Colonial Board? No such thing, but by the P. G. L. of Canada West. 
He did not believe that there was a man present who would not kindly receive 
any suggestion which the P. G. L. of Canada West might offer; but the G. L. 
was not to be dictated to by the Provincial Lodge. Anything more absurd 
he had never heard; and he only wondered that the worthy Br, who had 
drawn up the report, whoever he might have been, had not his attention drawn 
to the strange significance of that proposal. He would now proceed to show 
how these references to Canada affected the G. M. ; and he would be forgiven 
for saying that, after the concessions made by his Lordship on the 3rd of 
March, they appeared to him to re-open bye-gone grievances in a most un- 
graceful and ungenerous manner. After a man had made an acknowledgment 
of errors, and given the most earnest proof of his determination to set matters 
right, and to take every step to remedy past shortcomings, nothing could be 
more ungraceful or ungenerous than whether directly or by a side wind again 
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throw those errors in his face. His Lordship had been kind enough to take 
more than his share of past errors. He had in the handsomest manner acknow- 
ledgred that there had been errors, but he (Bro. Havers) knew that only a 
very small portion of those errors attached to the G. M. He must therefore 
repeat, that, whether it was done directly or by a side wind, nothing could be 
more ungraceful or ungenerous than to rekindle old disputes. He did not 
wish to throw any disrespect upon the Colonial Board in calling upon G. L. 
not to adopt those paragraphs, as he thought they would be doing all that 
was necessary if they adopted those only which referred to the executive duty 
of the Board. He had the strongest feeling that there was not one man be- 
longing to that Board who wished or intended to cast disrespect upon the 
G. M. or to dictate to him what he should do. (Hear, hear.) Among no 
class of men was there a stronger desire to pay deference to constituted 
authority than among Masons; and that feeling redounded to their own credit; 
but it was with ten times that feeling of loyalty that they paid obedience to 
their G. M. After what had taken place in Canada, he should not now allude 
to that question, for he was not there as the apologist of any man or any set 
of men; but he did not believe that in their report the Colonial Board had, 
as regarded that question, invaded and made war upon the authority of the 
G. M. ; for that reason, and believing that he had laid before G. L. sufficient 
grounds for supporting him in his motion, he would move that only the first 
two and the three concluding paragraphs of the report be adopted. 
W. Bro. Slight seconded flie motion. 

W. Bro. Rev. G. R. Portal: — R. W. Deputy Grand ]Master, in reply to 
what has fallen from Bro. Havers, it will perhaps be more convenient if I first 
explain how it happens that the Colonial Board has recommended that the 
appeal from the Lodge in Hobart Town should be disallowed, and the suspen- 
sion of that Lodge by the P. G. M. confirmed. The fact is that two docu- 
ments were submitted to our consideration, — one, a letter from the master of 
the lodge, the other, a communication from the P. G. M., in explanation of 
his conduct. The former was directed to the G. M., the second was directed 
to Grand Lodge, or, at least, implied that it was to be laid before that body. 
We not unnaturally thought that they were to be considered as one, and it 
was under that error that we recommended that the appeal should be dis- 
missed, and the suspension confirmed. (Hear, hear.) I cannot pass from this 
explanation without taking exception to the doctrine laid down by Bro. Havers^ 
that the Colonial Board has no power to pass an opinion upon the matters 
brought before it. The Colonial Board was appointed to save delay in the 
consideration of communications from the Colonies; and when we are bound to 
read through these communications carefully, it does seem to me absurd to 
say that we should not express our opinion in reference to them, but should 
hand them on to G. L., to be, in all probability, sent back again to us fbr 
consideration, after a delay of three months. (Hear, hear.) We do not wish 
to dictate either to tEe G. M., or to G. L., but we say that we have read cer- 
tain documents, and that they have made such and such impressions upon 
our minds, leaving it of course to G L. to act as they think fit. (Hear, hear.) 
Now to touch upon the main part of Bro. Havers' charge: If anything which 
occurs in Grand Lodge could astonish me, I should, I confess, be astonished in 
being told that it is we who are raking up bye-gones. It is not we who are 
raking up bye-gones, but those who after they have kept this Canadian ques- 
tion out of Grand Lodge for the last four years, by the most dexterous man- 
agement, have now raised an issue upon it, and have forced us, neck and crop, 
into its consideration. (Hear, hear.) It is they, and not we, who have hur- 
ried this question on. A noble lord (the Earl of Carnarvon) whom I am 
sorry not to see present, had given notice of a motion upon the subject of 
Canada, which motion was subsequently withdrawn at the request of several 
R. W. Brethren, that the discussion upon it might not be hurried on pre- 
maturely. It is not then, I think, fair treatment of my noble friend, that we 
should now be taken by surprise, and called upon to discuss this question. 
(Hear, hear.) I will now enter into the merits of the report, but first, I must 
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ask G. L. to recollect how it is that we came to report at all. These papers 
were, as I before said, given to us to report upon; we have read them through 
and in our report we have given you a summary of them, telHng you that 
they show that if concessions had been made at an earlier period Canada 
would not have ceased her connection with us. (Hear, hear.) I fully agree 
with Bro, Henderson in what he has said with regard to the advantages of 
the craft standing firm as one body, but are we to compliment away Can- 
ada out of deference to any man, however exalted may be his rank? (Hear, 
hear and cheers.) The Colonial Board has, under all the circumstances of 
the case, done more than it was their duty to do. In one of the papers sub- 
mitted to us, Bro. Beach, who has lately visited Canada, tells us that at the 
funeral of a distinguished Brother — Brother Zimmerman — which took place 
while he was in the colony, a very large number of Masons attended, to 
demonstrate their respect for the deceased; that the Deputy P. G. M. of Can- 
ada West, and the Grand Master (so called) of the independents were both 
present, but that in order to prevent any unpleasing demonstration of feeling, 
it was thought advisable to request an American Grand Master to preside on 
that occasion. When such is the state of things, so opposed to the grand 
principles of our order — Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth — the sooner they 
are settled the better, and I can see nothing either offensive or dictatorial in 
our saying, that it is our duty to spare no effort to restore the province to a 
condition of Masonic efficiency, union, and harmony. (Hear, hear.) The 
report, in fact, tells you, in a short form, what the letters tell you in a longer 
form. But where is the remedy for these evils to come from? Without doubt 
it must be suggested by the Provincial Grand Lodge. If we, in Kngland, 
know what it is, and how it is to be applied, how comes it that we have not 
administered it during the last three years? (Hear, hear.) Y^ou have, as 
usual, locked the door when the horse has gone, and I think you may well 
take the horse^s opinion as to how it is to be got into the stable again. But 
it is, I repeat, hardly fair to press this matter forward, and then say that it 
is we who want to force a discussion upon it. We do not ask G. L. to adopt 
the report; all we call upon them is to receive it, and enter it upon the minutes 
as usual; but as Bro. Havers has raised the question of the whole report, or a 
part of it, I have nothing to do but to ask you to adopt it in its entirety, for 
if you now shrink from giving your judgment upon the facts which are con- 
tained in the papers now before you, and which our report does nothing else 
but faithfully embody; you may indeed be paying a graceful compliment to 
the executive, but you will go far to abdicate your own functions as a 
governing body. I move, my lord, an amendment, that the whole report 
be adopted. 

W. Bro. Wilkinson seconded the amendment. 

W. Bro. J. Hervey, P. G. D., wished to say one word explanatory of the 
position in which the Colonial Board at present stood. There was no mem- 
ber of that Board but entertained the highest respect for the G. M., and was 
convinced that he was desirous to shape his course in the direction most 
beneficia] to the order. (Hear, hear.) With regard to the report, he was 
quite sure that the worthy Bro. who drew it up did so with the conviction, 
that by their agreeing to it, they would confer a benefit on the Craft, and 
carry out the object for which they had been constituted a Board. (Hear, 
hear.) There was however in that report one point on which he did not agree 
with the majority of the Board. He did regret that it should have stated that 
they were to expect their instructions from Canada; but he denied that it had 
been framed in any feeling of disrespect to Grand Lodge, or G. M., or out of a 
desire of dictatorial interference with either of them. He was not quite satis- 
fied that the constitutions had given them a power of expressing an opinion 
upon the matters submitted to them, prima facie, but if that opinion was not 
expressed, the question might be delayed for three or even for six months. 
It would, for instance, come before the Grand Lodge on that night, and be 
i*eferred back to the Colonial Board; the Board would give in their report in 
iJecember, and the decision would be arrived at in March. <^Hea», hear.) 
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Without at all wishing that the Board should dictate to G. L., it would, he 
thought, be well that they should have the power of expressing: their opinion 
to G. L. (Hear, hear.) It w^ould then be for Grand Lodge to adopt that 
opinion, or not, just as it might please. The Colonial Board stood in a dif- 
ferent position from the Board of General Purposes. If any matter for inquirv 
took place in any part of England, an answer to any letter sent there could 
be received in twenty-four hours, but if they had to write to India, to Jamaica 
or to Australia, they would have to w^ait weeks and months before they could 
get a reply. He had before stated that he had signed the report as a mere 
ministerial act, but although that was the case, he would say, those who drew 
It up were not imbued with the spirit of insubordination, but were ready to 
pay that respect to the G. M. to which he was justly entitled. (Hear, hear.) 

V. W. Bro. Henderson, G. R., remarked that no one had said or thought 
that any member of the Colonial Board wnshed to treat the G. M. with dis- 
respect. On the contrary, Bro. Havers had most guardedly and properly said 
that he acquitted whoever drew up the report from any such feeling. (ironi- 
cal cries of hear, hear.) The question was altogether one of discipline. The 
Colonial Board was completely a ministerial body, and as such w^as not en- 
titled either to pronounce a decision, or to express an opinion, those being 
functions reserved to Grand Lodge itself. 

W. Bro. Mason thought the G. M. might w-ell cry out, " Save me from 
my friends." (Hear, hear.) There w^as in the report no insinuation that there 
was anything wanting on his part towards the restoration of harmony between 
the G. L. and the Canadian Masons; but the moment the report was read, up 
started a zealous Br. to talk of the G. M/s errors and shortcomings. (Hear, 
. hear.) He could not but consider that to be a very injudicious course on the 
part of any friends of the G. M.; and all there were his friends. (Hear, hear.) 
There had no doubt been shortcomings; but as the order was founded upon 
the principles of brotherly love, relief and truth, they were not. by observin?^ 
one of these principles, to lose sight of the other two. They were not because 
of their brotherly love, to lose sight of truth; and they were equally bound 
to afford relief to those who required it at their hands. But, departing from 
that point, he considered that the Colonial Board required very little vindica- 
tion for a determination to do their duty. The papers were sent to them by 
L. for consideration; they were referred to them surely for some purpose 
— it could not be for nothing; and as men of business they did something, 
and told Grand Lodge where the mistake \^y. Should they now be blamed 
for doing that? He did not believe that Grand Lodge would say, that, be- 
cause they had taken that course, they had exceeded their powers. (Hear, 
hear.) The Board was constituted for the sake of saving the time of Grand 
Lodge; and what was more proper than that G. L. should hear their opinions? 
(Hear, hear.) The proposition of Bro. Havers was, he considered, a most 
injudicious one, and they would do wrong to the Colonial Board if they were 
now hurry-scurry to reject their report. (Hear, hear.) 

W. Bro. Warren, as a matter of order, wished to know if it was right that 
one brother (Bro. Hervey) should have been furnished with a copy of the re- 
port, and thus placed in a better position than the other brethren, not one 
of whom had a copy, and could only rely upon their memory in hearing it 
read. (Hear, hear.) 

The D. G. M. did not consider it at all a question of order. If the worthy 
brother had a charge to bring against any officer of the Lodge for furnishing 
the document in question, he might do so; but the abstract question was not 
one of order, 

W. Bro. Warren said his object was to know if he or any other Bro. might 
go before the opening of Grand Lodge to the Grand Secretary's office and 
get a copy. 

The D. G. M. — Clearly the worthy Bro. can go to the G. Sec/s ofifice and ask 
for any document he pleases. It may be granted or it may be refused. But if he 
can show that it was refused to him and granted to another, he will then have a 
Just ground for complaint. Before I put the motion, I will make one or two 
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observations in reference to it. I am certainly of opinion that the paragraphs 
which are moved not to be admitted on the minutes, are paragraphs which do 
not affect the subject; and I am distinctly of opinion that they tend to revive 
old sores, and refer to matters which, so far as I could understand what took 
place in March last, were agreed to be forgotten. The G. M. frankly and 
handsomely admitted that he was not free from blame, and presented for the 
adoption of the Canadian Brethren an ultimatum, which he considered a 
sufificient purgative of past errors and shortcomings. The G. M. having done 
that — not in a corner — not upstairs in his own room — but in the face of Grand 
Lodge and of the Craft, there can be no excuse for again referring to the errors 
which were so candidly acknowledged. Now I distinctly state, that para- 
graph No. 3 is merely a repetition of those charges which were made in March 
last, and there met in a manner most satisfactory to G. L. I can conceive no 
conduct more ungenerous on the part of any body of men, but especially of 
Masons, than to adopt a resolution which no doubt goes back to former times, 
and condemns former conduct. With regard to the whole of these paragraphs, 
I will say that they contain expressions of opinion for which we did not ask 
the Colonial Board. Bro. Portal says the report ought to be entered on the 
minutes without being adopted; but that I consider a very puerile distinc- 
tion. * There it would stand whether adopted or not, recording that certain 
acts which Grand Lodge passed over ought to be condemned, and that, too, at 
a period when it is well known that it is impossible to stay the hand of seces- 
sion in Canada. But I am not quite so sure that the act of the Canadian 
Brethren is entirely owing to the conduct of the Grand Lodge of Kngland. 
I see it recorded that owing to the rapidly increasing influence of the irregu- 
lar Grand Lodge, as well as from other internal causes, the P. G. L. has been . 
placed in a position of great difficulty." Now I believe there has been for a 
long time a desire among the minority of the Canadian Brethren to set up 
an independent Grand Lodge for themselves. A small minority of them did 
so, and it having been recognized by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, became the 
nucleus of all those discontented with the Grand Lodge of Kngland. My 
conviction is, that when the truth comes to be sifted, it will be found that the 
neglect of the Grand Lodge of England had been made the stalking horse 
for their throwing oflF their allegiance to it. But the paper goes on still further, 
and in paragraph No. 5 invites us to do all in our power to allay the distrust 
of Grand Lodge, which exists among Canadian Masons, and to prevent the 
separation which it is now impossible to prevent. We are also told that the 
T\ G. L. of Canada will in due time point out to us the steps we are to take. 
That, however, is not the position in which we stand to the P. G, L. of Canada. 
We have sent out to the brethren of Canada a proposition in which w*e stand 
by the P. G. L. of Canada. W^e have sent out to the brethren in Canada a 
proposition, which the Colonial Board admits to be both ample and sufficient, 
and which gives no excuse to the Canadian brethren. Why should this proposi- 
tion not be as sufficient, when received in April or May last, as if it had 
arrived in Canada at an earlier date? Simply because the determination had 
been taken to separate, and any concession which could make them would be 
unavailing to upset that determination. Therefore, Brethren, I do think that 
the Colonial Board, in signing this report, has gone beyond its province. I 
may doubtless take a wrong view of their duty; but I take it that the Board 
was constituted to prevent delay in G. L, by giving a speedy reading and con- 
sideration to all papers that might come from the colonies, and only to report 
that they had arrived and what they contained, but to leave the Grand Lodge 
the privilege of deciding upon them. It was not constituted either to lay 
down the law or to make the slightest suggestion to G. L., or to blame by 
imputation any of its officers. If committees were thus to pronounce upon 
most important subjects, you would completely do away with the necessity 
for Grand Lodge at all. Under all these circumstances I agree with Bro. 
FTavers, that although we might send the report back to the Colonial Board, 
it would not be so courteous a proceeding as the motion he had submitted to 
us. We are bound to give all possible attention to all such portions of that 
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report as legritimately fell within the compass of the duty of the Colonial Board; 
but we are not bound to come to the opinion of that Board in reference to a 
matter the most grave that can possibly come before G, L. I refrain from 
entermg mto the merits of the dispute itself, as we do not know how we can 
termmate it until we get better acquainted with the subject, I, therefore, 
most cheerfully agree with that portion of the report which says that in the 
absence of any official information. Grand Lodge ought to delay all further 
action, but surely that is not done when we are asked to adopt four paragraphs 
which refer to what has already occurred. I believe it is my duty to make 
these few observations before putting the question to G. L., whether they 
will adopt the whole report or only a portion of it. 

The amendment was then put and declared to be lost. The original mo- 
tion was then put and carried. 

W. Bro. W. W. Beach, a prominent member of the Grand Lodge 
of England, had paid a visit to Canada in 1857, and while there endea- 
vored to inform himseilf thoroughly on the Canadian situation. At 
a meeting, at which the lodges of both provinces of Canada were repre- 
sented he had heard opinions expressed, and therefore, knew the views 
not only of the heads of the respective Grand Lodges, but of the past 
masters and past ofificers. 

His views on this subject are an important addition to the litera- 
ture of the period. We find that in the Masonic Observer and Grand 
Lodge Chronicle," of 20th June, 1857, the following letter signed by 
Bro. Beach appeared on Canadian affairs: — 

Sir and Brother — As the Masonic affairs of Canada have caused a con- 
siderable degree of interest amongst the Freemasons in this country, I think 
it is right that I should give some information on that subject. It was my 
endeavour during my stay in that country to ascertain the feelings of the 
brethren, and to learn from them their views as to the best method of settling 
the diflficulties which at present unhappily exist. In accordance with my 
v^ishes a meeting was held, composed of the Provincial Grand Master of Que- 
bec, and the Three Rivers, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master of Canada 
West, and many Masters of Lodges in the latter Province. The letter of the 
M. W. Grand Master was read, and each brother in turn proceeded to state 
his opinion with regard to the course that ought to be pursued. Every one 
concurred in an expression of gratification at the very handsome manner in 
which the M. W. Grand Master had alluded to former events, and had granted 
considerable concessions. They deeply regretted that the time for such an 
arrangement as that proposed had passed by. It was not that time had im- 
paired their feelings of loyalty and attachment to the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, though much dissatisfaction had arisen amongst those who had previ- 
ously resisted any proposal of a rebellious nature; but it was the existence 
of an illegal Grand Lodge. That body had now gained such strength that 
any attempt to control them must prove unsuccessful. If decisive measures 
had been adopted by the Grand Lodge of England in the first instance, the 
movement might have been checked. It was now too late. The formation of 
an independent Grand Chapter had augmented the difficulties of the case. The 
Grand Lodge of Ireland also had pursued a course by no means wise or politic. 
On being applied to for recognition by the independent body, it appears that 
a letter was written to the Grand Lodge of England asking for advice and 
information. No answer was returned: and the Grand Lodge of Ireland with 
an undue precipitance consented to acknowledge the Brethren who had ap- 
plied as the Grand Lodge of Canada, but was at the same time willing to re- 
tain under its jurisdiction any Lodges that preferred to remain so. Such being 
the case of things, no hope of agreement was left on the basis of the present 
proposal from the M. W. Grand Master. It must be evident that antagonistic 
authorities are most inimical to the interests of Freemasonry. In many in- 
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Stances the best friends are debarred from all Masonic intercourse with each 
other. One instance might be sufficient to exemplify the present circumstances. 
On the melancholy death of Bro. Zimmerman, who was held in high estima- 
tion throughout the Craft, the brethren anxious to testify their respect, attended 
the funeral in great numbers. The Deputy Provincial Grand Master of Canada 
West and the Independent Grand Master were present. From the jealousy 
that prevailed, neither was able to preside on the occasion, and it was neces- 
sary to request an American Grand Master to occupy the first place — to the 
great annoyance of the Canadian brethren. No exertions had been wanting 
on their part to maintain the allegiance of the Canadian Masons; but some 
were seceding from time to time; and of those who left them none ever re- 
turned. The Independent body gladly welcomed the new adherents to their 
cause. Amongst them might be counted some of the most energetic Masons 
in the province. The plan which they unanimously concurred in recommend- 
ing for adoption was, that the Grand Lodge of England should recognize the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada as an independent Grand Lodge; that 
their Charters should be given up, with a request that they might be subse- 
quently restored as a memorial of the connection that had subsisted; that they 
had reason to believe that in the event of this being granted, the independent 
body would join them; and that they would agree in recognizing the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland as a final court of appeal. Should it be rejected, the result 
would be that the Lodges would drop of¥ one by one, and those who had 
maintained their allegiance hitherto unswerving and true, would see no course 
open to them but to follow the example which had so unhappily been set them 
in an earlier day. 

I am. Sir and Brother, Yours Fraternally, 

M. Wither Beach, M.P., 
P.M. 10, 90, 460. P.M.S.G.W., Oxon. 


CHAPTKR CXVI. 

The Dissolution of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada 
West, and the Formation of the Ancient Grand Lodge 
of Canada, September, 1857. 

So important an event as the union of the Craft in Canada could 
not but command the attention of the Masonic world remote from the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge. The Masonic press of the continent 
had heralded the approaching- event and foreshadowed a state of unity, 
which betokened permanent harmony in Canada. 

The membership of the Grand Lodge of Canada and the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge of Canada West were not as confident, although 
those at the helm felt that by a generous yielding on disputed points 
and the evincing of a desire to meet in the true spirit of Masonry, 
many difficulties would be overcome. 

It will be recollected by the reader that in 1857 the question of 
union had assumed tangible form. M.W. Bro. Wilson, with his friends 
and brethren had talked over the probability of ef¥ecting such a result, 
and the possibility of reconciling the views of those who dif¥ered cm 
cardinal points, for many opposite opinions were held, so extreme that 
with some a realization of what was sought for was not looked upon as 
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within the lines of discussion. Still, the end desired was worth an en- 
deavor, and the more energetically, therefore, did the leaders of the 
newly-formed Grand Lodge exert their power and influence to bring 
about the union. 

From June until September Masonic affairs were discussed with 
eagerness in all the lodges of both organizations. There was a general 
feeling of satisfaction amongst the members of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, for they felt that whatever fault might be found with their 
prompt secession from the Grand Lodge of Kngland, when that body 
showed gross neglect of Canadian interests, undoubtedly they had the 
fealty of their own members and a considerable amount of sympathy 
from many that were yet within the fold of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West. 

However, the Craft waited the turn of events and the officers of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge w^ere cautious and reticent. There were deep 
friendships existing between many of the members in the rival organi- 
zations, and the feeling of bitterness was gradually changing to one of 
friendliness, the more especially as the heads of both Grand Lodges 
had been brought into contact, suggesting plans which would meet 
the difficulties that presented themselves. The propositions and 
counter-propositions of both sides of those favoring union on some 
terms were debated in the lodge room, talked over in private and sub- 
mitted to every test in order that when the time for action came it 
might be so definite that it could not be departed from. R. W. Bros. 
MacNab, Ridout, Harding, Richardson, Harman and Harington, had 
determined that before midnight on the 9th September, the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West would be a thing of the past, and that 
another governing body would arise out of its dissolution in the 
Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada. 

According to arrangement an especial meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge was held on Wednesday, the 9th September, 1857, at 
which the Provincial body was to be dissolved and a sovereign body 
created. There were present: 

R.W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab, Bart., Provincial Grand Master. 
R.W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, D. G. Master. 
V.W- George W. Whitehead, G. S. Warden. 

V.W. John Harding, G. J. Warden. 

V.W- " The Rev. Septimus Ramsey, G. Chaplain. 
V.W. Wm. M. Jamieson, G. Treasurer, 

V.W. " Nathan Gatchell, G. Registrar. 
V.W. Francis Richardson, G. Secretary. 

W. " Sam. B. Harman, G. S. Deacon. 
W. William Graham, as G. J. Deacon. 

F. W. Cumberland, G. Supt. Works. 
W. Charles Kahn, Asst. G. D. of Ceremonies. 

W. " Thomas Swinarton, G. Sword Bearer. 

" H. G. R. Fripp, as G. Organist. 
W. " W. H. Weller, as G. Pursuivant. 

" A. W. Sims, J. B. Cherriman, G. Stewards. 
" James Foreman, G. Tyler. 
R.W. " Thomas D. Harington, P. G. Master for Quebec and 

Three Rivers. 
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W. ' William Miller, P.M. Albion Lodge,. Quebec. 
John H. Ritchey, Past G. Sword Bearer. 

Representatives From Lodges. 

No. I. St. Andrew's lodge, Toronto — V. W. Bro. F. W. Barron, P.M.; 

Bro. Norman Bethune, S. W. ; Bro. Thomas Ridout, J. W. 
No. 3. St. John's lodge, Kingston — W. Bro. Samuel D. Fowler, P. M.; 

Bro. James H.. Rowan, S, W. 
No. 4. Belleville lodge, Belleville — W. Bros. Alfred A. Campbell, J. C. 

Frank, and b . W. Alport, P. Ms. 
No. 5. St. John's lodge, Cobourg — W. Bro. W. H. Weller, M. 
No. 6. Union lodge, Napanee — W. Bros. B. C. Davy, and William 

Gunn, P. Ms. 

No. 7. Western Light lodge, Bolton — Bro. Robert Elliott, S. W. 
No. 14. Richmond lodge, Richmond Hill — V. W. Bro. David Bridge- 
ford, P. M. 

No. 18. Ionic lodge, Toronto — W. Bro. William H. Stanton, M. ; Bro. 

John Blackburn, S. W- 
No. 19. United lodge, Brighton — W. Bro. J. B. Young, M. 
No. 20. Ontario lodge, Port Hope — V. W. Bro. Joseph B. Hall, 

P. M. ; Bro. John Donovan, J. W. 
No. 21. True Britons' lodge, Perth — W. Bros. John Murray, M., and 

Robt. Douglas, P. M. 
No. 23. Corinthian lodge, Peterborough — W. Bro. D. Sutherland, M.; 

V. W. Bro. Geo. Cunningham, P. M. ; Bro. Vincent Clementi, 

S. W. 

No. 25. Kemptville lodge, Kemptville — W. Bros. R. Leslie, and R. 
Waugh, P. Ms. 

No. 28. Jerusalem lodge, Bowmanville — W. Bros. R. S. Manning, M., 

and G. H. Low, P. M. 
No. 29. Amity lodge, Dunnville — W. Bro. L. Weatherly, P. M. 
No. 30. Rose lodge, Sandwich — Bro. W. Mercer, S. W. 
No. 32. Trent lodge, Trenton — W. Bro. John Powers, M. 
No. 33. Mount Zion lodge, Borelia — W. Bro. James Baird, P. M. 
No. 34. St. George's lodge, Gosfield — Bro. John Simons, S. W. 
No. 35. Composite lodge, Whitby — W. Bros. Charles Clark, M. and 

James Wallace, P. M. 
No. 36. Welland lodge, Fonthill — W. Bro. Isaac P. Willson, M.; W. 

Bro. Geo. Gamble, P. M.; Bro. Everando, J. W. 
No. 37. ^t.^George's lodge, London — V. W. Bro. John Harding, 

No 38. King Solomon's lodge, Woodstock — W. Bro. Schuyler, D. 
Brown, M. 

No. 39. Wellington lodge, Chatham — Bro. E. B. Donelly, S. W. 

No. 42. Madoc lodge, Madoc — W. Bro. John Francis, M. 

No. 43. Erie lodge, Morpeth — Bro. Matthew Wilson, J. W. 

No. 44. Consecon lodge, Consecon — W. Bro. Levi C. Bailey, M. 

No. 45. Corinthian lodge, Stanley's Mills — W. Bro. C. Burrill, M., 

Joseph Figg and H. Pearen, P. Ms. 
No. 46. Merrickville lodge, Merrickville— Bro. George Towner. J. W. 
No. 47. Victoria lodge, Port Samia — Bro. James Drake, S. W.* 
No. 48. North Gower lodge. North Gower — Bro. H. Holden, T W. 
No. 4Q. Doric lodge, Ottawa — W. Bro. James Wilson, M. " 
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No. 50. Corinthian lodge, Ottawa — W. Bro. W. J. B, McLeod Moore, 

Ko. 5-2. :buiicoe lodge, Simcoe — W. Bro. M. H. Foley, M. 
]\o. 53. Uurham lodge, Newcastle — W. Bro. J. P. Lovekin, M,; Bro. 
Wilmot, J. W. 

No. 54. Stirling loage, Stirling — W. Bro. Geo. i£. Bull, P. M. 

No. 55. St. Jolin s lodge, i oronto — W. Bro. G. B. Wylie, M.; Bro. 

Wm. Hay, S. W.; Bro. David Stirling, J. W. 
No. 56. Oxford lodge, Woodstock — V . VV. Bro. Geo. W. Whitehead, 

P. M. 

No. 57. Faithful Brethren lodge, Manilla — Bro. A, Smith, S. W. 

Several members of private lodges were admitted to the Grand 
Lodg^e. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form at 8 o'clock 
p.m., with solemn prayer. 

The committee which had been appointed at the last meeting of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge to confer with a committee of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada for the purpose of arranging terms of union between 
the two Grand Lodges, reported their proceedings and conclusions in 
the shape of a submission of the minutes of the joint meeting. It was 
thought best to put the matter before the Provincial body in this form, 
as being more clear and comprehensive. 

This important document, the adoption of which settled the future 
government of Masonry in Canada West, and practically settled the 
question of doubt as to sovereign power in the provinces of united 
Canada, is given in full, the proposed articles of union offered by the 
Provincial body being given with the amendments offered by the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. 

This historic meeting took place in the lodge room situated in 
the upper story of the east wing of the St. Lawrence buildings, on 
Wednesday, the 5th day of August, 1857. 

There were present on behalf of the Grand Lodge of Canada: 
R. W. Bros. W. C. Stephens, W. B. Simpson, G. L. Allan, James 
Daniell, Kivas Tully, Thomas B. Harris. 

On behalf of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West: V. W. 
Bro. S. B. Harman, R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, V. W. Bros. G. W. 
Whitehead, J. Harding, F. W. Cumberland, F. W. Barron, F. 
Richardson. 

Bro. W. C. Stephens was requested to take the chair, and Bro. S. 
B. Harman the vice-chair. Bro. T. B. Harris was requested to act as 
secretary on behalf of the Grand Lodge of .Canada, and Bro. F 
Richardson on behalf of the Provincial Grand Lodge. 

Bro. F. Richardson read the following resolution of the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge. 

(Copy of resolution adopted at the half-yearly meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West, holden at Toronto, on Tuesday, the 30th day 
of June, 1857"). 

" Resolved — That the interests of Masonry require that perfect unity of 
the Craft should be restored and maintained throughout the Province. 

"That the Provincial Grand T^odge. being actuated by the spirit of the 
foreeoing resolution, and accepting an intimation of an anxious desire on 
the part of the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada for a union with those 
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composing the Provincial Grand Lodge, with a view to the restoration of 
perfect unity among Freemasons in Canada — 

" Resolved — That the committee appointed on the 23rd October, 1856, 
be re-appointed, with power to take such measures as they may consider 
necessary and expedient to effect such unity, and to meet any committee 
appointed for a like purpose by the Grand Lodge of Canada, and with them 
to negotiate preliminary terms on which such re-union may be accomplished 
and consolidated, reporting at the next meeting of this Grand Lodge." 

A true copy. 

Francis Richardson, G. S. 

Bro. T. B. Harris read the following resolution of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada. 

(Copy of a resolution adopted at the Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, held at the city of Montreal, commencing the 8th day of 
July, 1857-) 

It was on motion, 

" Resolved — That the M. W. Grand Master appoint a committee to nego- 
tiate a union with the Provincial Grand Lodge; and that it be an instruc- 
tion to that committee, that they entertain no proposition not based on an 
entire independence of Freemasonry in Canada, nor any implication upon the 
constitutionality or correctness of the present position of this Grand Lodge, 
but that on all other points it is the desire of the Grand Lodge to meet them 
on a footing best calculated to bring about the union they so much desire. 

'* The M. VK^. Grand Master has been pleased to appoint the following as 
a committee to confer with the committee named in the circular of the Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge, bearing date the 23rd day of October, i8=;6: 

R. W. Bros. A. Bernard, George L. Allan, W. C. Stephens, James Daniell, 
Thos. B. Harris, W. B. Simpson, Kivas Tully.'' 

A true extract. 

Thos. B. Harris, G. 

It was proposed by Bro. S. B. Harman, seconded by Bro. W. B. Simp- 
son, and unanimously adopted: 

" That the proceedings of this meeting be considered as without pre- 
judice to the respective committees, or the bodies represented by them, should 
their negotiation fail." 

On motion of Bro, G. L. Allan, seconded by Bro. W. Whitehead, it 
was unanimously resolved: 

That unity being the first grand and fundamental principle of Free- 
masonry, the more widely that principle will admit of practical application 
in the government of the Craft, the better will the interests of Masonry be 
served. It is, therefore, the opinion of this meeting that a union of the whole 
Masonic fraternity in Canada, imder one Grand Lodge will best promote 
the interest of all the Freemasons of Canada." 

It was moved by Bro. F. W. Cumberland, seconded by Bro. Kivas Tully, 
and carried unanimously: 

That in view of the terms of authority under which this meeting is held, 
no question of constitutionality as affecting either body be discussed, but that 
both lodges meet as equals, and in a spirit of mutual and generous concilia- 
tion for the good of Masonry." 

It was moved by Bro. F. Barron: 

That the precedents given by Preston in his record of the union of 
the two Grand Lodges of England, appear to be peculiarly applicable for 
the union now under negotiation, and accordingly that such precedents both 
in regard to the articles of union and the form of procedure be adopted, under 
such adaptation as may be necessary." 
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The consideration of this resolution was deferred, whilst on the motion 
of Bro. F. Barron, the proposed articles of union were read. The committee 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada then requested an adjournment to afford them 
an opportunity of considering the said draft of proposed articles of union. 

On reassembling, the committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada sug- 
gested the following amendments to each as follows: 

Article I. There shall be, from and after the next ensuing, a full, 

perfect and perpetual union of and between the two fraternities of Free and 
Accepted Masons of Canada, above described, so that in all time hereafter 
they shall form and constitute but one brotherhood, and that the said com- 
munity shall be represented in one Grand Lodge, to be solemnly formed, 

constituted, and held on the said next ensuing, and from ili^ncef 1**- 

ward forever. 

Amendment suggested by the Committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
insert date, July 9, 1858. Strike out the word two " and make fraternities " 
fraternity." Strike out, above described/' For they read it/' Strike 
out from to be solemnly to next ensuing," and read from and after the 
9th July, 1858, and from thence forward forever." 

Article II. There shall be the most perfect unity of obligation, of discip- 
Une, of working the Lodges, of making, passing and raising, instructing, and 
clothing brothers; so that one pure, vtnsullied system, according to the gen- 
uine landmarks, laws and traditions of the craft, shall be maintained, upheld, 
and practiced from the day and date of the said union, until time shall be 
no more. 

Agreed to. 

Article III. To prevent all controversy or dispute as to the genuine 
and pure obligations, forms, rules, and ancient traditions of IVIasonry, and 
further to unite and bind the whole fraternity of Masons in one indissoluble 
bond, it is agreed that the obligations and forms that have, from time im- 
memorial been established, used and practised in the craft, shall be recognized, 
accepted, and taken by the members of both fraternities as the pure and 
genuine obligations and forms by which the united Grand Lodges of Canada 
shall be bound, and for the purpose of receiving and communicating due 
Hght; and settling this uniformity of regulation and instruction, it is further 
agreed that brotherly appHcation be made to the Grand Lodges of Kngland, 
Scotland and Ireland, from whom we hail, to communicate in such a man- 
ner as the said Grand Lodges may deem most fitting to the pure obligations, 
forms, rules, and ancient traditions of Masonry. 

For ''both" read ''the"; and for fraternities," fraternity." 

Strike out *' united." 

Strike out all after the words shall be bound." 

Article IV. For the purpose of establishing and securing this perfect 
uniformity in all the warranted Lodges, it is agreed, that as soon as these 
presents shall have received the sanction of the respective Grand Lodges, the 

two Grand Masters shall appoint each worthy and expert Master 

Masons or Past Masters of their respective fraternities, a committee to exa- 
mine and compare the several rituals of the aforesaid Grand Lodges of Eng- 
land, Scotland and Ireland, and to select therefrom such as may seem to the 
said committee to contain the obligations, forms, rules and ancient tradi- 
tions of Masonry in the most pure and genuine form, which selected ritual 
shall be presented for the examination and approval of the United Grand 
Lodge, at an especial meeting of the United Grand Lodge, to be holden for 
that purpose. 

Omit this article. The Grand Lodge has the power to regulate all such 
matters. 

Article V. On the . being the day appointed for the assembly and 

tmion of both fraternities, the members shall forthwith proceed to the elec- 
tion of a Grand Master, a Deputy Grand Master, Grand Wardens, Grand 
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Treasurer, Grand Registrar, and Grand Secretary, for the year ensuing, and 
to prevent delay the brother so elected to the office of Grand Master shall 
forthwith be obligated pro tempore, that the Grand Lodge may be formed. 
The said Grand Master shall then appoint the remaining officers hereinafter 
mentioned, and the Grand Incorporated Lodge shall be then opened in ample 
form, under the style of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons ol 
Canada. 

Omit this article. The election to take place as provided by the con- 
stitution of the G. Lodge of Canada, art. 2, p. 14. large copy, as follows: 
The officers of the G. Lodge shall be respectively elected or appointed as 
hereinafter provided, and hold their offices for one year, or until their suc- 
cessors shall have been regularly elected or appointed.'' 

Article VI. The United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons of Canada 
shall be composed in the following manner, as a just and perfect representa- 
tion of the whole Masonic fraternity of Canada, that is to say, of 

The Grand Master; Past Grand Masters; Deputy Grand Master; Past 
Deputy Grand Masters; District Grand Masters: Past District Grand Masters; 
Grand Wardens; Past Grand Wardens; Grand Chaplain; Past Grand Chap- 
lains; Grand Treasurer; Past Grand Treasurers; Grand Registrar; Past Grand 
Registrars; Grand Secretary; Past Grand Secretaries; Grand Deacons; Past 
Grand Deacons; Grand Supt. of W^orks ; Grand D. of Ceremonies; Assistant 
Grand D. of Ceremonies; Grand Sword Bearer; Grand Organist; Grand Pur- 
suivant; Grand Stewards; The blasters and Wardens of every Lodge; Past 
Masters of Lodges, who have regularly served and passed the chair, and who 
have continued without secession regularly contributing members of a war- 
ranted lodge. 

All Grand Officers in the said respective Grand Lodges shall retain and 
hold the rank and privileges in the United Grand Lodge as Past Grand offi- 
cers, including the present Grand and Past Grand Masters, the Deputy Grand 
Masters, Grand Wardens, Grand Chaplains, Grand Treasurers, Grand Re- 
gistrars, Grand Secretaries, and Grand Deacons, in their several degrees, ac- 
cording to the seniority of their respective appointments. 

Omit all to the words " warranted Lodge," and then read: 
All the Grand Officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge shall retain and 
hold the rank and privileges in Grand Lodge as Past Grand Officers, the 
Provincial Grand Masters to hold rank as Past Deputy Grand Masters, and 
Deputy Provincial G. Masters to hold rank as Past District Deputy Grand 
Masters, all other officers to be Past Officers, corresponding with their present 
rank. 

Article VIL The United Grand Lodge being now duly constituted, the first 
proceeding, after solemn prayer, shall be to read and proclaim the act of 
union, duly executed and sealed with the seals of the two Grand Lodges; 
after which, the same shall be solemnly accepted by the members present. 
A day shall be then appointed for the installation of the Grand Officers, with 
due solemnity, upon which the Grand Master shall, in open Lodge, with his 
own hand, affix the new great seal to the said instrument, which shall be de- 
posited in the archives of the United Grand Lodge, and to be the bond of 
union among the Masons of the United Grand Lodge of Canada, and the 
Lodges dependent thereon, until time shall be no more. The said new great 
seal shall be made for the occasion, and shall be composed out of both the 
great seals now in use, after which the present two great seals shall be broken 
and defaced, and the new seal shall be alone used in all warrants, certificates 
and other documents to be used thereafter. 

Omit all this. 

Article VII 1. All private Lodges, which shall at or within the space 
of three months of the formation of the United Grand Lodge of Canada, 
declare their allegiance to the said Grand Lodge, shall be registered and 
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numbered in the books of the Grand Lodge, according to seniority, this being 
determined by the dates of their respective original warrants (or dispensa- 
tions, if acting under dispensations); but should any lodge neglect to make 
such declaration of allegiance before the expiration of the said period of three 
months, they, together with all lodges now dormant, shall, on applying to be 
placed on the roll of the Grand Lodge, take rank after all Lodges registered 
at the time of the union or within the prescribed time thereof, notwithstanding 
the numbers of which they now stand on the respective roll. 

Omit at or within " to ** G. Lodge of Canada and insert on or 
before the gth day of July,*' 1858. 

Omit from expiration to three months," and insert " the said 9th 
day of July, 1858." 

Omit from ''the time of" to thereof," and insert ''the said 9th dav 
of July. 1858." 

The Committee of the G. Lodge of Canada explained that the oldest 
Lodge under their jurisdiction, dating its formation in the year 1752, w^^s now 
denominated the Lodge of Antiquity, and taken off the roll of numbers, leav- 
ing No. I vacant. 

Article IX. All the property of the said two fraternities, whether funded, 
real, or personal, shall become the property of the United Grand Lodge 
of Canada, and all moneys due to the two Grand Lodges by the private 
lodges under their jurisdictions prior to and at the time of the union shall 
be paid by the said private lodges to the united Grand Lodge, within three 
months from the date of the union, under pain of forfeiting their respective 
warrants. 

The committee of the G. Lodge of Canada decline entertaining or enter- 
ing on any question of money matters. The Provincial Grand Lodge are at 
liberty to do as they think best with their funds. 

Article X. The funds appropriated to the objects of Masonic benevolence 
shall not be infringed on for any purpose, but shall be kept strictly and solemnly 
devoted to charity, and pains shall be taken to increase the same. 

Omit; the Constitution provides for this. 

Article XL In order that the proceedings on the days of the general as- 
sembly and re-union of the two fraternities may be conducted in the solemn 
and impressive manner which so important an occasion imperatively demands, 
it is agreed that the committees of the two fraternities appointed to nego- 
tiate and arrange the terms of union, shall be further directed and em- 
powered to arrange and settle the order of proceeding to be observed on the 
most auspicious occasion, taking as their guide, as far as circumstances will 
permit, the ceremonies observed by the two Grand Lodges of Kngland at 
their union, as described in Preston's History of Masonry. 

Omit. 

Thereupon a lengthy debate ensued, and on being* subsequently 
limited to Art. No. i, the following- memorandum was presented by 
the Committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West: — 

That in explanation of the proposals made by the Committee from the 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, it is offered by Art. No. i, to 

merge the two bodies, here represented, into one United Grand Lodge of 

Canada, to be formed and constituted at a date to be determined." 

After a lengthy debate and further adjournment, at the request 
of the Committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada, from six to eight 
o'clock p.m., that Committee, on re-assembling, returned the said 
memorandum alte'-ed as follows: — 

That in explanation of the proposal made by the committee from the 
Grand Lodge of Canada West, it is offered by Art. No. i, to merge the two 
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bodies here represented into one Grand Lodge of Canada, to be held on the 
gth day of July, 1858." 

The committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge on re-considering the sug- 
gestion, presented the following memorandum: 

That inasmuch as the counter proposition now received from the com- 
mittee of the Grand Lodge of Canada simply amounts to the Provincial 
Grand Lodge being admitted into the Grand Lodge of Canada at its next 
regular Annual Communication, rather than the fusion of the now existing 
separate bodies, this committee regrets its inability to assent to any resolu- 
tion not bearing on the face of it perfect equality and Masonic rank on both 
sides, and thus preservative of the dignity of both bodies here represented/* 

Whereupon, after consideration, the committee of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada submitted the following proposition: 

The committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada regret to feel that the re- 
solution now adopted by the committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge, if 
that resolution is to be considered for the present irrevocable, precludes the 
possibility of that union that they had earnestly hoped would be this day 
consummated; they, therefore, look forward with confidence that the de- 
layed amalgamation of the bodies may be effected by the Annual Communi- 
cation of the Grand Lodge of Canada on the 9th July, 1858, and that on that 
occasion the members of the Provincial Grand Lodge will meet on terms of 
perfect equality with the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and take 
equal part with them in the business of that day, and all future proceedings 
of the Grand Lodge." 

To which the committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge replied as fol- 
lows : 

The committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge, with regard to the 
passage in the present memorandum from the committee of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, that ' they look forward with confidence that the amalgamation of 
the bodies may be effected at the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada in July, 1858,' beg to reply that if the word ' amalgamation ' may be 
accepted in the sense of fusion of the existing bodies into one new body, as 
used by the committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge, they see no reason 
why such amalgamation should not be immediately consummated/' 

No written answer being given, the following concluding memorandum 
was offered with a request to withdraw the foregoing, which request was 
declined : — 

That the difference between the committees seems to be, that the Grand 
Lodge proposes an amalgamation, which, in truth and in fact would be a 
mere reception by it, as a superior, of the Prov. Grand Lodge as an inferior 
body, whilst the Prov. Grand Lodge proposes a fusion of the two existing 
bodies into one new body, to be constituted by and composed of both, and 
preservative of the dignity and past acts of both; such a fusion this committee 
will cordially accept, but any amalgamation ignoring the existence, rank and 
dignity of the Prov. Grand Lodge cannot be entertained." 

Whereupon, the following memorandum was offered by the Committee of 
the Grand Lodge of Canada: — 

" In accordance with the terms of the resolution last proposed, the com- 
mittee of the Grand Lodge of Canada are prepared to recommend to the 
Grand Lodge, 

That the Grand Officers of the Prov. Grand Lodge shall be accorded 
equal past rank in the Grand Lodge, to that they held in the Prov. Grand 
Lodge. 

" That all Lodges declaring their affiliation with the Grand Lodge of 
Canada previously to the next Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, 
shall take numerical rank, according to the dates of their Warrants, equally 
with the lodges at present in alliance with the Grand Lodge of Canada. 
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That the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and the members 
of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, and of the Prov. Grand Lodge 
Montreal and WilHam Henry, and Quebec and Three Rivers, if they see 
fit, shall enter the Grand Lodge Room in procession — shall take their posi- 
tion under their respective banners, and then and there proceed to the elec- 
tion of the Grand Othcers of the Grand Lodge." 

To which the following answer was presented: — 

The Committee of the Prov, Grand Lodge are under the necessity of 
rejecting the last memorandum as irrelevant to Art. No. i of the proposed 
Articles of Union, beyond which the discussion has not yet passed, and as a 
question of internal discipline solely belonging to the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
the Committee regret that such a resolution should have been of¥ered to 
them, and they propose to close the proceedings by an adoption of the 
minutes." 

(Signed) W. C. Stephens, 
_ Chairman. 

V rancis Richardson, 

Secretary. 
5th August. 1857. 

These minutes, being read, were discvissed by the Provincial 
Grand Lodge, and all points were debated, after which it was unani- 
mously determined to adopt the minutes as read, thereby endorsing the 
action of the committee which had acted on behalf of the Provincial 
body, 

R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab then said that the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West had declared its independence by 
the confirmation of the minutes of the meeting of 30th June, which 
contained the following- resolution: 

That with unfeigned grief this Provincial Grand Lodge, in fidelity to the 
Order within this Province, is constrained to declare that separate organiza- 
tion is necessary for the efficiency and stability of Free Masonry in Canada." 

That on the confirmation of the foregoing resolution (at the next en- 
suing meeting of this Provincial Grand Lodge), this Grand Lodge shall de- 
clare itself an mdependent Grand Lodge, all warrants from the Grand Lodge 
of Kngland being returned thereto. 

" The Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West having now declared its 
independence 

I, as the representative of the Most Worshipful the Grand Master of 
England, now direct and require, that every Master or delegate, holding any 
warrant of a lodge from the Grand Lodge of England, do now return the 
«;ame to me. in accordance with the suggestion of the Grand Master of Eng- 
land, contained in his address to the Grand Lodge on the 4th of March last. 

Whereupon the warrants of the following lodges were handed to the R. 
W. Prov. Grand Master by the Masters or delegates of their respective 
Lodges : — 

No. I. St. Andrew's. Toronto; No. 3, St. John's. Kingston; No. 4. Belle- 
ville, Belleville; No. 5, St. John's, Cobourg; No. 6, Union, Napanee; No. 7, 
Western Light, Bolton; No. 14, Richmond. Richmond Hill (Dis.) ; No. 18, 
Ionic, Toronto; No. 19, United, Brighton; No. 20, Ontario, Port Hope; No. 
21. True Britons' Perth; No. :25. Kemptville. Kemptville; No. 28, Jerusalem, 
Bowmanville; No. 29. Amity, Dunnville; No. 30, Rose, Sandwich; No. 32, 
Trent, Trenton; No. 33, Mount Zion, Borelia; No. 34, St. George's, Gosfield; 
No- 35, Composite, Whitby; No. 36, Welland, Fonthill ; No. 37. St. George's. 
London; No. 38, King Solomon's, Woodstock; No. 39, Wellington, Chatham; 
No. 42, Madoc, Madoc; No. 43, Erie, Morpeth; No. 44, Consecon. Consecon: 
No. 45, Corinthian. Stanley's Mills; No. 46, Merrickville, Merrickville ; No. 47, 
Victoria, Port Sarnia; No. 48, North Gower, North Gower; No. 49, Doric, 
Ottawa; No. 50. Corinthian, Ottawa; No. 52, Simcoe, Simcoe; No. 53, Dur- 
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ham. Newcastle; No. 54, Stirling, Stirling; No. 55, St. John's, Toronto (Dis.); 
No. 56 Oxford, Woodstock CTDis.): No. 57, Faithful Brethren. Manilla (Dis.). 

This statement having been made it was resolved unanimously, 

That in true, loyal, and constitutional succession to the late Prov. Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, a Grand Lodge of Canada be now formed, constituted 
and proclaimed, under the title of the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada.'* 

The Grand Lodg*e rose in approval of this resolution, and after 
being- seated, a second resolution was read and passed unanimously: 

" That the late Representative of the Most Worshipful, the Grand Master 
of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of England, our esteemed and dis- 
tinguished Brother, Sir Allan MacNab, of Dundurn, Baronet, be now elected 
Grand Master of the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada." 

The loud applause with which this resolution was welcomed was 
sufficient testimony thkt it had not only the approval but the hearty 
endorsement of the Craft assembled. So that all things might be done 
in as fraternal a manner as possible, it was also decided that, in accord- 
ance with Minute No. 7, June 30, 1857, relating to the formation of a 
committee, 

R. W. Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab do name a Committee to pre- 
pare a farewell address to the Grand Lodge of England, from which the 
Masons of Canada, hailing from England, have for so many years been 
proud to hail, and from which Mother Lodge they now part, with feelings 
of deep regret.'* 

R. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab was pleased to name the follow- 
ing brethren a committee to carry out the above resolution: 

R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, 

R. Bro. Thomas D. Harington, 

V. Bro. Fred. W. Barron, 

V. Bro, The Rev. Septimus Ramsey, 

V. Bro. Francis Richardson, 

V. Bro. S. B. Harman, 

V- Bro. Fred. W. Cumberland, 

A form of dispensation had been drafted by V". W. Bro. Richard- 
son, and it was resolved: 

" That the form of Dispensation now presented be adopted, and that the 
I\L W. Grand Master elect do appoint a Committee, to have a sufficient 
number prepared for signature and distribution tomorrow evening.'* 

It was a matter of debate as to what shovild be done concerning a 
constitution for the new body. Some thought that it would be well to 
adopt that of Eng^land, and others that it would be advisable to await 
the action of the Union Committee, which might result in the adoption 
of the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Canada. However, after 
debate it was resolved, 

" That the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England be now adopted, 
and that a special Committee of six be appointed to consider and report such 
modifications as may seem to be absolutely necessary. That the 1ST. W. the 
Grand Master elect, be requested to appoint such Committee, with instruc- 
tions to report at the next meeting." 

And in order that the new Constitution should be prepared by 
the next meeting, 

" The M. W. the Grand Master elect, was pleased to appoint the follow- 
ing Brethren a Committee for the above purpose: 
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W, Bro. J. B. Young, Brighton; W. Bro. S. D. Fowler, Kingston; 
W. Bro. J. C. Frank, Belleville; W. Bro. Robert Lesslie, Kemptville; W. Bro. 
Geo. H. Bull, Stirling; V. W. Bro. Francis Kicnardson, roronto. 

After which the Ancient Grand Lodge adjourned until the next 
day at ten a.m. 

Tuesday, the loth September, was an important day for the 
Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada. The brethren were on hand 
promptly at ten o'clock in the morning. R. W. Bro. Sir Allan Mac- 
Nab fully realized the responsibility of his position. He saw that the 
act of yesterday meant everything or nothing. A step had been taken 
which could not be retracted. The day of prayers, petitions and 
memorials had passed by, and the decision had placed him and the 
Grand Lodge which he represented before the world as a body, that 
must now act with all the dignity of a sovereign organization. 

R. W. Bro. T. D- Harington, the Provincial Grand Master for 
Quebec and Three Rivers, had been a firm friend of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge in its period of trouble, and this fact was appreciated by 
the members of the Provincial body. It is not claiming too much for 
Bro. Harington to say that his exposition of the case of Canada in his 
conmiunications with Kngland were the ablest productions of the kind 
in connection with Masonic matters. This being the feeling, it was 
not unnatural that the brethren should in a tangible manner express 
their esteem for the R. W. Bro,, and, therefore, it was unanimously 
resolved that R. W. Bro, Thomas D. Harington, the Provincial Grand 
Master for the jurisdiction of Quebec and Three Rivers, be accorded 
the rank of Past Grand Master of the Ancient Grand Lodge of 
Canada. 

R, W^. Bro. Harington briefly thanked the Grand Lodge for the 
honor which had been conferred upon him. He felt that the results had 
justified his action and that the warnings, of which he had spoken 
years ago, and had placed in writing before the authorities in England, 
had thev been heeded, would have placed the Masons of Canada in a 
much different position with reg"ard to Enserland than they were to-day. 
Pie thought Grand Lodsre in taking the final step and passing from the 
atmosphere of a subordinate body to that of a sovereign power were 
domg what by natural right and instinct they were compelled to do, if 
they desired to preserve the regard and respect of the jurisdictions of 
the American continent. It was then moved: 

That the Grand Master elect, R. W. Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, 
be now installed in the Chair of this Grand Lodge." 

M. W. Bro. Harington, who was sitting upon the right of the late 
Provincial Grand Master, at the request of that brother assumed the 
chair, and proceeded to instal the Grand Master elect, which was done 
with the accustomed ceremonies, 

The M. W. Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, Baronet, of Dnndurn, 
being duly proclaimed and saluted as the Grand Master of tlie Ancient Grand 
Lodge of Canada in ancient form," 

A brother who was present stated that the demonstration of 
applause upon the occasion, and the enthusiasm indicated more than 
ever the resolve of the members to stand firm by the body which had 
now been established, and to continue the work of Masonry with that 
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energy and power characteristic ot the men who liad brought to a 
successful issue tne formation of the r\ncient (jrand J_^oa^c. 

liie committee vvnicli nad Deen appomtea at tae picvious meet- 
ing to consider and report upon tlie constitution tor tne r^ncient 
Orancl i^odge, and to make sucli modihcations m tne constitution of 
the Orand l^odge of in-ngland as might render it suitable lor the 
adoption of Orand Lodge, reported certain general regulations lor the 
government ot the Cratt. i nese regulations w ere tlie ordinary form 
as issued in Kngland, and are in use to-clay in Canada, with variations 
suited to tlie new juribUiction. 

The preamble was followed by the order and rank for the officers 
of Grand Lodge, and the statement that all Grand officers should be 
annually appointed by the Grand Master, except the Grand Treasurer 
and Grand iyler, but that no two otticers shouia be appointed from 
any one lodge, with the exception of Oeputy Grand iviaster. Grand 
Chaplain, Grand Registrar, Grand Secretary or Grand Organist, and 
that no officer other than the above named should serve in the same 
office more than two consecutive years. 

For the first time L>istrict L>eputy Grand Masters were to be a 
feature in the Craft government. They were to be annually elected 
by the representatives of the lodges of their own districts, subject to 
the confirmation of the Grand Alaster, while the Grand Treasurer and 
Grand Tyler were to be elected by the open vote of Grand Lodge. 

This is a synopsis of the clauses which were severally adopted, 
and the consideration of the other proposed articles in the Constitution 
was deferred until the officers of Grand Lodge had been invested. The 
]VL W. Grand Master was then pleased to nominate the following 
brethren as members of the Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic 
year : 

R. W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Lodge No. i, D. G. Master. 
R. W. Bro. Samuel D. Fowler, Lodge No. 3, G. Sen. Warden. 
R. W. Bro. Robert Lesslie, Lodge No. 25, G. Jun. Warden. 
V. W. Bro. The Rev. S. Ramsey, Lodge No. 18, G. Chaplain. 
V. W. Bro. Nathan Gatchell, Lodge No. 18, G. Registrar. 
V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, Lodge No. 18, G. Secretary. 
V. W. Bro. J. C. Frank, Lodge No. 4, G. Sen. Deacon. 

W. Bro. Levi Bigelow, Lodge No. 53, G. Jun. Deacon. 
Bro. William^Hay, Lodge No. 55, G. Supt. Works. 

W. Bro. Charles Kalin, Lodge No. 52, G. Dir. Ceremonies. 

W, B:o. James Wilson, Lodge No. 49. Asst. G. D. Ceremonies. 

W. liro. A. Sims, Lodge No. 20, G. Sword Bearer. 
Bro. H. G. R. Fripp, Lodge No. 18, G. Organist. 
Bro. James Drake, Lodge No. 47, G. Ptirsviivanr, 

W. Bro. John Francis, Lodge No. 42, 

W. Bro. Christopher Burrell, Lodge No. 45, 

W. Bro. W. J. B. McLeod Moore, Lodge No. 50, 

W. Bro, B. C. Daw, Lodge No. 6, 

W. Bro. W. H. Weller, Lodge No. 5, 

W. Bro. John Powers, Lodge No. 32, 

W. Bro. Levi C. Bailey, Lodge No. 44, 

W. Bro. J. B. Young, Lodge No. 19, 
Bro. A. P. Salter, Lodge No. 39, 

W. B ro. John Murray* Lodge No. 2t, 
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W, Bro. Geo. E. Bull, Lodge No. 54, ) .-^ e ^ 
W. Bro. S, D. Brown, Lodge No. 38, / ^' stewards. 

V, W. Bro. W. M. Jamieson was elected Grand Treasurer, and 
Bro. James Foreman as Tyler, 

M. W. Bro. Harington then proceeded to instal R. W. Bro. 
Thomas Ridout to the office of Deputy Grand Master, followed by the 
investiture of Bro. Samuel D. Fowler as Grand Senior Warden, and 
R. W. Bro. Lesslie as Grand Junior Warden. The remaining brethren 
nominated by the M. W. the Grand Master, together with the Grand 
Treasurer and Grand Tyler elect, w^ere then severally invested, in 
person or by proxy, with the insignia of their respective offices. 

A feeling prevailed that the Past Grand officers of the late Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge of Canada West should have special honor paid 
them, not only in recognition of the active work which they had done 
in connection with the organization of the Ancient Grand Lodge but 
from the fact that they had belonged to an organization which was 
practically the lineal descendant of the first Provincial Grand Lodge 
of 1792, and, therefore, it was resolved that these Past Grand officers 
be accorded in the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada the same several 
ranks, held as Past Grand officers of the late Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West/* 

The remaining proposed articles of constitution, as presented by 
the committee, were then passed, and, as before stated, embraced the 
ordinary regulations for the government of Grand Lodge, with such 
clauses from the constitution of England as suited the requirements of 
the new body. 

The question arose as to whether a new seal should be provided 
for the Ancient Grand Lodge. This, however, was thought unneces- 
sary, and it w^as resolved that the seal to be adopted by the Grand 
Lodge should be the coat of arms of the late Provincial Grand Lodge, 
with the inscription The Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, 1857.'' 

The night was w^ell spent, in fact midnight had been reached when 
the first day's w^ork of the Ancient Grand Lodge was finished. Just at 
the close the Grand Secretar^^ read a communication from W. Bro. 
F. D. Tisdall, representative of the late Provincial Grand Lodge near 
the Grand Lodge of New^ York, in which that brothei expressed the 
hope that the assumption of independence by the brethren composing 
the late Provincial Grand Lodge would be law^fully and Masonically 
consummated, and offering his services at any time that they might be 
required by the new body. This being read, the Grand Lodge ad- 
journed at one o'clock in the morning, to re-assemble the succeeding 
afternoon. 

At four o'clock on the TTth September Grand Lodgre re- 
assembled. The M. W. Grand Master was not present and R. W. Bro. 
Ridout, the Deputy Grand Master, presided. It was resolved 

That the Grand Secretary immediately advise the return of all war- 
rants of private lodges, not yet returned by lodges under the jurisdiction of 
the Prov. Grand Lodg-e, and that the Grand Secretary do, in two months, 
report the result to the Board of General Purposes, for such final action as 
they may think fit." 

" Resolved — That all private lodges be required to make returns and pay 
ments in full, to the Grand Lodge, of all dues to the late Provincial Grand 
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Lodge, up to the 9th day of September inclusive, within three months, at 
which time the Grand Secretary is to report the state of the same, to the 
Board of General Purposes, for such action as to them may seem fit." 

Resolved — That the Board of General Purposes shall be composed of 
the M. W. Grand Master, the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, the Grand War- 
dens, Grand Secretary, a President and twelve other members, being Masters 
or Past Masters, of whom the Grand Master shall nominate the President, 
and six members, and the Grand Lodge shall appoint the remaining six. 
Three members shall form a quorum, except for Masonic trials, when five 
shall form a quorum/' 

The Board of General Purposes shall be appointed at the annual com- 
munication of the Grand Lodge/' 

In accordance with the proposal concerning the Board of General 
Purposes the following brethren were appointed: 

V. W. Bro. W. J. B. McLeod Moore, 
W. Samuel B. Harman, 

W. F. W. Cumberland, 

W. George K. Bull, 

V. W. F. W, Barron, 

V. AV. James A. Henderson. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand blaster was pleased to nominate the 
following brethren, as members of the Board of General Purposes. 

W, Bro. J. C Frank, 
\'. W, Geo. W. Whitehead, 

V. W. *V John Harding, 
W. M. H. Foley, 

W. R. Waugh, 

W. George Mirick. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Alaster was also pleased to nominate 
W. Bro. Samuel B. Harman, President of the Board. 

There had been considerable difficulty in securing a correct 
return of the members of the various lodges. Many who had received 
the third degree had not yet received certificates, and, therefore, the 
Grand Secretary was directed to see that all masters of lodges in the 
Grand Lodge sent in a return of all members, with the dates of initia- 
tion, passing and raising. The fees established by the Grand Lodge 
were £t2.io for a new warrant and dispensation ; 7s. 6d. for a Grand 
Lodge certificate; los, each registry fee; 5s. for aflfiliation, and £1 for 
any special dispensation except for funerals and public processions. 
The annual fee for the Grand Lodge fund of benevolence was 2s. 6d. 

The question of preparing a ritual had long concerned the late 
Provincial Grand Lodge, in fact, at almost every meeting of that body 
uniformity of work seemed to be a standing subject of debate, and the 
frequent attempts made to secure competent brethren to act as Grand 
Lecturers indicate that the work of Grand Lodge was weak in that 
regard. A special committee of masters and past masters was now 
appointed to adopt a ritual which would ensure uniformity of work in 
the jurisdiction. On this committee were arvpointed : 
M. W- Bro. Thomas D. Harington, 
R. W. " Samuel D. Fowler, 
V. W. Francis Richardson, 

V: W. " W. T. B. McLeod Moore, 
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W. Bro. Samuel B. Harman, 
V. VV. Frederick W. Barron, 

V. W, James A. Henderson. 

It was also resolved: 

That all the remaining portions of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge 
of Kngland, not reported upon by the Special Committee, and adopted this 
morning, or made the subject of any special resolution, be remitted to the 
Board of General Purposes, to arrange and complete, and report the same 
at the next meeting of Grand Lodge. 

And that the Grand Lodge adopt the regalia as provided in the regula- 
tions of the Grand Lodge of England, and that warrants be prepared and 
issued free to such lodges as have returned their original warrants, to which 
dispensations were thereby granted." 

A rather peculiar regulation was adopted, one which emphasized 
the intention of Grand Lodge to keep the funds of the lodge separate 
and distinct from the moneys payable to Grand Lodge, in that 

' all fees and dues, received by private lodges on account of, or payable 
to the Grand Lodge, shall be kept separate and distinct from the moneys 
belonging to the private fund of the lodges, and shall be deposited in the 
hands of the Masters, instead of the Treasurers of the lodges, and shall be 
transmitted at such times as the laws of the craft require." 

It was also resolved to publish the proceedings of the Ancient 
Grand Lodge and send three copies to each subordinate lodge. 

The late Provincial Grand Lodge perhaps felt that, having 
asserted their independence they must carr)^ it out in its entirety, and, 
therefore, they resolved 

*' That no brother hailing from this Grand Lodge shall belong to a lodge 
under the jurisdiction of the self-styled Grand Lodge of Canada." 

There can be no doubt that the members of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge, now of the Ancient Grand Lodge, felt under obligations, not 
only to their own members but to the members of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada. As has been stated, there was a large sentiment ot personal 
friendship between the members of the newly formed Grand Lodge 
and those of the late Provincial Grand Lodge, and, therefore, it was 
resolved that the thanks of the Grand Lodge should be tendered to the 
committee of the Provincial (irand Lodge of Canada West, who had 
met with the committee of the " self-styled " Grand Lodge of Canada, 
with a view to effect a union of the two bodies, for the zealous and able 
manner in which they had performed their duties, and a special vote of 
thanks was tendered to W. Bro. Samuel B. Harman, Grand Senior 
Deacon and past master of St. Andrew's lodge, chairman of the com- 
mittee nominated to effect a union of Freemasons in Canada, for his 
disinterested exertions in preparing and drawing up for the conveni- 
ence of the brethren a memorial to the Grand Lodge of England 
setting forth so elaborately the reasons why this Grand Lodge had 
been compelled to declare itself an independent body. 

Thanks were also tendered to V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, the 
Grand Secretary, for the exemplary manner in which he had arranged 
for the opening of Grand Lodge, thereby enabling it to complete its 
work in the shortest possible period. 

At this juncture M. W. Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab was duly 
announced, and resumed his seat as Grand Master. 
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Dispensations for the various lodges in the Ancient Grand Lodge 
had been in the meantime prepared by V. Bro. Richardson, and 

were then presented to the various delegates, who on the previous 
evening had surrendered the w^arrants of their respective lodges, the 
dispensations to remain in force until regular warrants should be 
granted. 

Ihe work of preparing a farewell to the M. W. the Grand Lodge 
of England had been entrusted to R. W. Bro. S. B, Harman, who had 
received the thanks of the Grand Lodge for his labors in this direction. 
The memorial read: 

TO THE UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ANTIENT FREE AND 
ACCEPTED MASONS OF ENGLAND. 

The MEMORIAL of the ANCIENT GRAND LODGE OF CAN- 
ADA/' Fraternally Sheweth, 

That your Memorialists desire that their first address, on assuming the 
title by which their body is now designated, should be one of affectionate and 
respectful Memorial to that time-honored body, from whom it is their proud 
distinction to hail, and towards whom their feelings of devotion have never 
wavered, amid the trying circumstances which have led to the assumption oi 
that title. 

THAT your Memorialists feel a deep pride that the change has been, in 
every essential, one of the letter, not one of the spirit; that the ANTIENT 
GRAND LODGE OF CANADA " is but the maturity of the Provincial 
Grand I^odge; that to uphold English Masonry in its integrity in this British 
Province has been the main object in seeking and establishing their present 
organization; that the Most Worshipful Sir Allan Napier Macnab, Baronet, 
the distinguished choice of the Grand Master of England as Provincial Grand 
Master, is their unanimously chosen Grand Master, and is himself the bearer 
of this their Memorial; and that Regulations and Constitutions of the Grand 
Lodge of England continue their unbroken law. 

That your Memorialists appeal, with feelings alike of firmness and respect, 
to the constitutional course they have adopted in returning the Ancient 
Warrants, under which their Lodges were instituted. 

That yovir M cnioriaHsts, nevertheless, desire not to conceal that these 
Warrants, which they warmly term the sacred charters of their Lodges, have 
passed out of their hands with feelings of the deepest emotion, and on their 
restoration, as hereinafter prayed for, their eyes are fondly set. 

That your Memorialists warmlv entertain the hope th?*t their new organi- 
zation may be regarded, as in truth it is. THE CREATION OF A STERN 
NECESSITY; that the ''ANTIENT GRAND LODGE OF CANADA" 
may be cheered by a recognition from the Lodge of England, dignified and 
dignifying, and that full Masonic union may be closely cemented and main- 
tained. 

Your Memorialists approach, therefore, the Prayer of this their Memorial. 

That Recognition as a Grand Lodge may be the reward of Loyalty which 
change, necessary to the high interests of Masonry, but otherwise well nigh 
imperceptible, in no degree impairs. 

That to produce the closest intercourse. Representatives from England 
and to England may be appointed, and take their seats as such in the Grana 
Lodge of England, and in this, the Antient Grand Lodge of Canada/' 

That our time honored Warrants may be returned to form the proud title 
pages of our Provincial History. 

In conclusion your Memorialists will ever pray that the rays of Heaven 
may shed their benign influence, producing and reproducing Order, Harmony 
and Peace. 

SO MOTE IT BE. 
Francis Richardson, (Signed) Allan N. MacNab, 

Secretar3\ Grand Master. 
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The honorary rank of Past Grand Senior Warden was conferred 
after the reading- of this address upon the Chairman of the Committee, 
R. VW Bro. Marman. 

The following* lodges comprised the jurisdiction of the Ancient 
Grand Lodge of Canada: 

No. I, St. Andrew's, Toronto. 
" 3* John's, Ivin^stoii- 

4, BeUeville, Belleville. 

5, St. John's, Cobourg. 
" 6, Union, Napanee. 

7, Western Light, Bolton. 
10, Union, Goderich. 

14, Richmond, Richmond Hill (Dis.). 

16, St. John's, Carlton Place. 

17, St. Francis', Smith's Falls. 

18, Ionic, Toronto. 

19, United, Brighton. 

" 20, Ontario, Port Hope. 
21, True Britons', Perth. 

23, Corinthian, Peterborough. 

24, Dalhousie, Ottawa. 

25, Keniptville, Kemptville. 
" 26, Wellington, Guelph. 

28, Jerusalem, Bowmanville. 

29, Amit3^ Dunnville. 

30, Rose, Sandwich. 
32, Trent, Trenton. 

33? Mount Zion, Borelia. 
34, St. George's, Gosfield. 
*' 35, Composite, Whitby. 

36, Welland, Fonthill. 

37, St. George's, London. 

" 38, King Solomon's, Woodstock. 
" 39, Wellington, Chatham. 

42, Madoc, Madoc. 

43, Erie, Morpeth. 

44, Consecon, Consecon. 

45, Corinthian, Stanley's Mills. 

46, Alerrickville, Merrickville. 

47, Victoria, Port Sarnia. 

48, North Gower, North Gower, 
" 49, Doric, Ottawa. 

50, Corinthian, Ottawa. 
" 52, Simcoe, Simcoe. 

53» Durham, Newcastle. 
Stirling, Stirling. 

55, St. Tohn^, Toronto (Dis.). 

56, Oxford, Woodstock TDis.). 

" 57, Faithful Brethren, Manilla (Dis.). 
" 58, ^I'mcne Bradforri fDis.)- 

_ Mo^ra. Belleville TDis.). 

— St. George's, Owen Sound (Dis.). 
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CHAPTER CXVII. 

The Subject of Canadian Masonry in England. — The Memor- 
ial FROM The Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, Decem- 
ber, 1857. 

The brethren in England found that Canadian Masonry from 
1845-57 was not as dead an issue as it had been from 1830-45, and the 
sharp debates which had ensued at the quarterly meetings of Grand 
Lodge had had so much effect upon the Knglish mind that the breth- 
ren of the mother Grand Lodge did not hesitate to take sides in dis- 
cussing the troubles in Canada. 

It could be seen that the action of 1853-54 had been ill-judged, 
and that the warnings from Canada should have been heeded. Xo 
one saw this view of the case more clearly than the Grand Lodge 
afterwards, and the M. W. Grand Master himself, who, if he had 
taken prompt action, would have either saved Canada for many years 
as a Provincial body subordinate to Kngland, or have retained an 
influence in Craft matters in the colony, which had now passed away 
forever. 

The following letter was addressed by the Provincial Grand Master 
of Canada Kast to the Provincial Grand Secretary, enclosing a copy 
of the communication of the M, W. G. M. : 

" Quebec, 3rd April, 1857. 

My Dear Grand Secretary. — The accompanying document reached me 
by this evening's mail, and its importance is so great that I hasten to transmit 
it to you for communication to the lodges in the district. It is gratifying to 
perceive that the M. W. Grand Master is actuated by every proper Masonic 
feeling consistent with the high position and responsibilities of his office; 
but, at the same time, is prompted by a very considerate and proper feeling 
in connection and intercourse with his Canadian brethren, exemplified in the 
determination expressed in his address to Grand Lodge on the 4th ultimo. 
With the solitary exception of consenting to the appointment of an indepen- 
dent Grand Master for the province, in which, of course, was involved that 
of the appointment of subordinate Provincial Grand Lodges and Masters, the 
Grand Master appears to have conceded, and will sanction the concession to 
the Canadian Masons of every point which has been claimed. The present 
district will be broken up, and smaller and more convenient ones formed, 
whereby every lodge will have its own local and near Grand Lodge. 

The Provincial Grand Master of each of these will, of course, be selected 
by themselves, and, doubtless, it may be assumed, always approved. 

The fees of every kind will be reduced to 7s. 6d., a mere nominal sum 
for the enregistration of Canadian brethren among the brotherhood of Knglish 
Masons, with all present and existing advantages of the connection, notwith- 
standing the l eduction or abnegation of fees. 

And Provincial Lodge warrants will be granted by the Provincial Grand 
Masters. It is possible that, for these, a return of their number may be de- 
sired to be made known, either annually or semi-annually. 

In all this, the desire of the Grand Master to maintain the unity and close 
connection of Knglish Masons with each other, and their great and venerable 
mother Grand Lodge, is manifest and gratifying, and cannot fail to be ap- 
preciated, whilst his action, with respect to certificates, is a satisfactory an- 
nouncement that delay will no longer exist with respect to them. I have only 
to add that immediate attention will be given to representations from the 
province. 
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Tlie accompanying document has reference, in terms, to the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Canada West; but it embodies suggestions of main import- 
ance made by myself, principally on the subdivision of the existing districts 
and the issuing of warrants; and it may be assumed therefore as applying to 
the lodges in Canada generally. 

Under these circumstances, and in view not only of the necessity for 
prompt action upon the subject matter of the document itself, but, so far as 
I am personally concerned, of my early withdrawal from my present office, 
it is my wish that you would cause the document and communication to be 
generally printed and circulated for full information of the lodges under my 
jurisdiction as well as all English Masons; so that, at the next meeting of 
the Grand Lodge for this district, the lodges and their representatives, and 
the members of the Grand Lodge, may come prepared with some definite 
plan or mode for meeting the Grand Master's suggestions, and for the im- 
mediate nomination of Provincial Grand Masters for the new districts. I 
have taken upon myself to state my wish in respect of these nominations, 
because it is my persuasion that the recommended subdivisions, if approved in 
P. G. Lodge, as well as the nominations, will meet with the immediate con- 
currence of the Grand IMaster. The district lodges will be in a more indepen- 
dent and social connection with each other, and much delay and annoyance 
will be thus avoided. My suggestion cannot but recommend itself to all the 
well-wishers of the craft who desire to maintain English connection, and, at 
once, not only to relieve themselves from present difficulties, but tend, it is 
to be hoped, to renewed fraternal feeling, even among those who have 
estranged themselves from us. 

It is not the least agreeable part of my duty to know that no hasty or 
imprudent action has been taken, either by myself or the Grand Lodge, under 
the unpleasant differences which have existed for two years past. Forbear- 
ance has been reproached to me on one side, whilst not a little taunting has 
been thrown out on the other. The time has come, when it is seen that im- 
patience and excitement would have been premature and culpable, and when, 
it is to be hoped, a general good feeling may prevail. 

I have been compelled to allude to myself and my early resignation of 
office, which I have only retained to this time, with the view and in the hope 
of being entrusted with the announcement of some such measures as those 
submitted. The constant occupation in other duties reminds me that my office 
should be filled by some one, not more zealous or anxious for the interests of 
the Craft, but who will have more time and better talents to apply to the 
performance of its duties. After upwards of thirty years, I may say constantly 
and actively connected with the institution, I may think myself entitled to 
withdraw from the burden and heat of the day; and it will, therefore, be my 
purpose to announce to the Provincial Grand Lodge, at its next meeting, that 
my letter of resignation will accompany the report of its proceedings, to the 
Grand Master in England. 

It is my desire, therefore, earnestly and forcibly to impress upon the 
lodges the propriety of attending the next meeting of the Provincial Grand 
Ledge, fully prepared to make the necessary representation to the M. W. the 
Grand Master. 

I have the honor to be, V. W. Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 
(Signed) W. Badgley, P. G. M. 

Of Montreal and William Henry. 

"To the V. W. Bro. L. O. Moffatt, 

" Provincial Grand Secretary." 

(A true Copy.) 

The circular issued by the Provincial Grand Secretary of Canada 
East, in accordance with the instructions of the R. W. Provincial 
Grand Master, was as follows: — 
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Montreal, 9th April, 1857. 

V. W- and Dear Sir and Brother, — By command of the R. W. the 
Provincial Grand Master of this district, I have the honor of transmitting 
copy of a statement made by the M. W. the Grand Master of Kngland, the 
Earl of Zetland, to the United Grand Lodge, at the Quarterly Communication, 
held in London, on the 4th March last, with reference to the present position 
of Masonic affairs in Canada, and to it, as well as to the letter from the R. W. 
the Provincial Grand Master of the district accompanying the same, I have 
to request your particular and earnest attention and consideration. 
I have the honor to be, dear Sir and Brother, 

Yours truly and fraternally, 

Ogilvy Moffat, P. G. Sec." 

The question of how much the Canadian lodges had contri- 
buted to the funds of benevolence of the Grand Lodge of Kngland, 
both for benevolence and for register fees and certificates, v^as settled 
by the publication in June, 1857, of a statement, showing tlie various 
sums contributed by all lodges to the Grand Lodge of Kngland. That 
portion regarding Canada, which includes all North America, shows 
the following amount to have been paid from 1846-1855: — 

Register Fees and 
Benevolence. Certificates, 


1846 12 3 o 

1 847 ........ ... 6 4 o 

1848 

1849 . 

1850 I 10 

1851 2 8 

1852 5 17 

I S53 ........... . 2 12 

1854 8 16 2 



12 

4 

166 

13 

3 

69 

2 

9 

91 

1 3 

1 1 

232 

15 

8 

134 

16 

2 

129 

17 

5 

213 

5 

0 

■ 233 

IQ 

I 

■ 293 

16 

9 


1855 2 12 8. 

At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge, held on 
the 2nd December, 1857* Canadian matters came up in connection 
with the memorial of the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada," The 
report states: — 

A memorial, addressed to the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons of England, from the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada," 
signed Allan N. Macnab, P. G. M./' was next laid before the Grand Lodge. 

This was the memorial given in the records of the Ancient Grand 
Lodge of Canada. 

The Grand Registrar moved that the communication be received and 
entered on the minutes, but thought in a matter of so much importance the 
action of Grand Lodge should remain unfettered until they might receive 
some further information respecting it. 

W. Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal, had great pleasure in seconding the motion. 
ILTnder the extremely painful circumstances of the case, they would, he thought, 
best consult the interests of the Craft by delaying all further action until they 
had fuller information than they at present possessed. 

W. Bro. Binckes suggested that the communication should be printed 
and circulated among the brethren before the next meeting of G. L. as it was 
impossible to form an adequate opinion upon it merely from hearing it read. 

The Grand Registrar assented to this suggestion. The motion was then 
agreed to. 

The Masonic press on both sides of the Atlantic had discussed 
the Canadian situation, in fact, page upon page of the Foreign Cor- 
respondence of the days of 1855-58 was written on the subject, and 
evei^ writer who had an opinion to advance seemed to crave for an 
opportunity of giving it. 
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The Masonic Observer and Grand Lodge Chronicle of -20th 
Dec, 1857, had an editorial on the subject. This paper was supposed 
to reflect the opinion of the M. W. the Grand Master of England, and 
its utterances, therefore, were of more value than the average news- 
paper opinion. It says: 

We have always clung; to the hope that the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada would maintain its connection with England. We deeply regret that 
they have decided otherwise. We doubt the policy of the step they have 
taken; but we have no doubt whatever as to its strict legality according to all 
^he principles of the Masonic constitution. 

Be it observed that the authority of the Grand Master is derived solely 
from Grand Lodge, which is alone declared to have * inherent/ as distin- 
guished from 'delegated/ power; and which alone is supreme.: This su- 
preme body is ' a general representation of all private lodges on record; ' 
so that union and representation are inseparable; and it is only in so far as it 
really is a general representation of private lodges that Grand Lodge has 
any claim whatever to legislate for them. To talk of a Divine right in the 
Grand Master or in Grand Lodge to govern all English Masons, is as ridicul- 
ous as to claim the same authority for the Speaker of the House of Com;- 
mons, or for the Committee of TVlanagement of one of the London clubs. The 
arrangement is purely one of convenience, founded, as the book of Constitu- 
tion tells us, p. 16, upon the principle of ' representation.' Now we should 
very much like to know how our Canadian brethren were * represented ' in 
Great Queen Street? There is little enough of representation as regards the 
English provinces; still, as we are coolly told by the Londoners, we can ' come 
up ' if we like, though at a cost of some ^5. or ^10. ; but the Canadians could 
not * come over ' and go back again, for less than ^60,, which they doubtless 
thought was a heavy quid to pay for the very questionable quo of having a 
Grand Master in London, in place of at Toronto. 

We are therefore unable to see any constitutional objection to the step 
the Canadians thought fit to take. To assert that a body of Masons, 
on the other side of the Atlantic, nearly as numerous as ourselves, and 
of high social position, are guilty of rebellion because they find it more 
convenient to have their own representative government in their midst, rather 
than be governed by the London lodges, among whom they neither are, nor 
can be represented, and by a Grand Master in whose election they have no 
voice at all, is an insult to common sense, as well as to comm"bn justice. 

" We had rather rest the question upon these broad grounds than upon the 
narrower one of precedent. This, however, is not wanting. In 1717 (as every 
one knows) four London lodges, in spite of the existence of a Grand Master 
and Grand Lodge at York having Masonic jurisdiction over all England, 
inet, and formed themselves into a Grand Lodge; and they and the Grand 
Lodge of York continued to co-exist and to quarrel, till their union in 1813. 
The quarrelling was foolish, narrow-minded, and un-Masonic: the establish- 
ment of the ' rebellious ' Grand Lodge was neither, as its promoters doubt- 
less found it very inconvenient to take a fortnight's journey to York over a road 
infested with highwaymen, in order to ^ represent ' their lodges. 

The Canadians, however, have kept strictly within the law. They have 
returned their warrants to England, thereby severing their connection with 
us, and then have formed themselves afresh into a Grand Lodge. 

'* Their position is much complicated, by their failure to unite with another 
body, composed, not of those who have ' assumed to defy the authority of 
the Provincial or District Grand Lodge, and to constitute themselves into 
what they called a Grand Lodge/ as has been erroneously stated, but of 
Scotch and Irish Masons, who are very numerous in Canada, and hold war- 
rants from their own Grand Lodges. These having last year formed them- 
selves into a Grand Lodge, and being joined by a small number of English 
Masons, have been recognized as such by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, which 
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has equal Alasonic jurisdiction with ourselves in Canada. There are now 
therefore three bodies, all as we believe having a legal and Masonic status, 
and each anathematizing the other two: the Grand Lodge of Canada. Scotch, 
Irish and some English; the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, late our Prov- 
incial Grand Lodge; and, lastly, those few lodges who still hold our war- 
rants. We sincerely hope that a union between these bodies may very speedily 
be effected, as the present state of things cannot but be most prejudicial to 
the best interests of the Order. 

We regret to hear rumours that the province of Quebec and Three Rivers 
is likely to follow the example of Canada. We trust that this will not be the 
case, but that they will give a fair trial to the Grand Master's new scheme of 
local self-government, which was conceived in a liberal spirit, and will, we 
believe, meet all the requirements of our colonial brethren." 

The Freemasons' Monthly Monitor," of New Brunswick, in an 
article on British North America, copied in The Masonic Observer 
and Grand Lodge Chronicle/' of December 20th, 1857, also says: 

" Perhaps the present would be the most opportune period to give a few 
practical thoughts on the present, and at the same time take a cursory glance 
at the future prospects of JMasonry in the Lower Provinces. We do not pro- 
fess to be gifted with any extraordinary prophetic visionary powers, but still 
we cannot blind ourselves to the fact, that, ere many years roll, many great 
changes will of necessity take place in the state of iXlasonry in the Lower 
Provinces, both as regards the mode of government and the manner of work^ 
ing. Kvery intelligent Mason must feel alive to the fact, that the difTerence 
which exists in the workings of the sev^eral parent Grand Lodges is detri- 
mental to the true interests of Masonry in their colonial dependencies. In the 
province of New Brunswick, for instance, there are lodges hailing from the 
Grand Lodges of Kngland, Ireland and Scotland; all differing slightly in their 
mode of working, but yet the essential parts are the same. Now, it does not 
need any lengthy arguments of ours to show to the Craftsmen generally the 
difficulty which arises from this state of things. Indeed we might point to a 
variety of causes by which the progress of our time honored institution is 
retarded. The difTerence in working is not the only or the principal cause 
which prompts us to think of the present and glance at the future. The length 
of time which elapses before decisions can be had upon questions, which some- 
times seriously afTect the dearest interests of the Craft, is one of the many 
reasons which might be adduced to show that the present mode of govern- 
ment is pregnant with many ills, and not calculated to give satisfaction to the 
provincial brethren. We will cite one more instance of the evils which exist, 
and then allow the good sense of the brethren to supply the remainder. With- 
out further comment we will proceed to view the case. The large amounts 
which have annually to be forwarded to the parent bodies for various services, 
keep the lodges in the colonies with (to use a vulgarism) their noses continu- 
ally to the grindstone, and thus virtually destroy their visefulness, so far as 
carrying out many of the prime objects of the organization in the places where 
they are more immediately located. What an amount of good might be ac- 
complished with the surplus money which has yearly to be sent away. It is 
true that much good , is accomplished by or with it even now, but the bene- 
ficial influence of the money thus appropriated is felt here indirectly. How 
many orphan schools, and such like charitable and philanthropic institu- 
tions might not have been erected in our midst; and what an incalculable 
amount of good would thus be accomplished? Some iiray say: * How is it 
that you cannot now direct your energies to such undertakings, and thereby 
alleviate the condition of at least some portion of suftering humanity? ' Alas, 
our energies are paralyzed, and our strength financially is entirely gone. 
Already the burden is more than we can bear; taxed as we are to the very 
utmost, in order to support the parent Grand Lodges, and yet compelled to 
spend the scanty remnant which remains to support and uphold a provincial 
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dynasty — it becomes apparent to the observant eye, that to accompHsh any 
such laudable designs would require more powerful means than we are capal)le 
of bringing* in force. The question will then necessarily follow: * Why, if 
this state of things is the cause of your depressed condition, and your inability 
to exhibit the beneficent objects of the association, do you not seek for or 
apply a remedy?' It is to this we would direct your attention, to the con- 
sideration of which we would ask you to give heed for a short time. Her 
opinions may not comprise the imiversal feeling among the Craft in the Lower 
Provinces, for we know full well that there are some who rather than give 
up place and power and advance w^ith the enlightenment of the age, would 
sacrifice every feeling of independence and every desire to improv^e the condi- 
tion of the fraternity; but we are convinced that the day is not far distant, 
when the views which we entertain in regard to the subject will reign pre- 
dominant in the mind of every intelligent Mason in the colonies. Again, 
we ask, what is the remedy? Need we paint it in letters of dazzling brilliancy, 
need we proclaim it in the highways and upon the housetops, before it can 
be comprehended by the brethren? we think not. It will be only necessary 
to point you to Canada for an example. The brethren there have at least 
almost unanimously felt a disposition to be up and doing. It was no doubt 
hard for the parent Grand Lodges to allow such a large number of lodges as 
there are in that Province to pass from their control, thus entailing a heavy 
Joss financially speaking; but notwithstanding all this, necessityVs stern law 
must be obeyed; the link which extended across the broad Atlantic has been 
snapped asunder, and the ^Masons of Canada have sallied forth under the blue 
canopy of heaven, and with the banners of truth and justice gaily floating on 
the breeze, they fear not the efforts of the oppressor, and freely welcome all 
v/ho feel disposed to fraternize with them. May we be permitted then, to 
predict a similar future for the Lower Provinces? We believe there will be 
but few dissentient voices when the proper time arrives; but we do not think 
it would be advisable to adopt the same course pursued by Canada. It will 
not be necessary to raise the standard of revolt or to fan the flame of insub- 
ordination, in order that the w^ar-whoop of battle may echo and re-echo 
throughout the land. The sword of warfare will remain stationary in the 
scabbard: and we shall be enabled to gather round the council-fire with our 
elder brethren, and there calmly discuss the probability, practicability, and 
utility, of allowing the brethren in these colonies the privileges of governing 
themselves; and as the voices of our colonial brethren grow eloquent with 
the theme upon which they are dilating, while they place before the council 
of tried and trusty warriors a true statement of facts, at the same time asking 
for such concessions as will eventually benefit the whole fraternity, the elder 
cliiefs will see not only the utility but real necessity of granting the requests 
of their younger brethren. They will not ask for any lengthened parley, but 
will immediately grant the desires of their colonial brethren; the hatchet of 
battle will then be buried never again to be uplifted, the calumet of peace will 
be smoked, and each one shall grasp the other's hand in one silent embrace, 
and depart. Think not, brethren, while we have been indulging our thoughts 
for a brief space, that we are running on in an idle strain. ' We speak that 
which we do know, and testify that which we have seen;' and although some 
portions of our language may be 'clothed in imagery/ we have endeavoured 
to illustrate our position by ' symbois.' When the day arrives in which we 
shall be enabled to raise our heads among the nations of the earth (Masonic- 
ally), then will be felt the importance of our position. It requires no pro- 
phetic vision to foreshadow this happy consummation; and as 'coming events 
cast their shadows before/ we suppose that it will not be considered amiss 
in us to foreshadow a future for Masonry in the Lower Provinces/' 
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CHAPTKR CXVIII. 

The Action of R. W. Bro. T. Douglas Harington, 1857. — Thje 
Provincial Grand Master of Quebec and Three 
Rivers Ably Defends the Canadian Craft. 

After the part that R. VV. Bro. Harington had taken in the pro- 
ceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge on the 30th June, ii^57, 
when it was declared that separate organization was necessary for the 
efficiency and stability of Freemasonry in Canada, and the resolu- 
tion that after the next meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge it 
should dissolve and declare itself an independent Grand Lodge, and 
return all warrants to England, there was only one course open to 
that brother, and that, the resignation of his position as Provincial 
Grand Master of Quebec and Three Rivers, R. W. Bro. Haring- 
ton was a member of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada, by his 
affiliation with St. Andrew's lodge, Toronto, which gave him the 
privilege of a seat in the east of that body. 

The ablest documents which had been written in the contest with 
England were from the pen of Bro. Harington. He had a complete 
grasp of the situation, and so keen a knowledge of Alasonic procedure 
and jurisprudence that he simply swept away the fallacies of the Kng- 
lish authorities, whose attempts to justify their actions were useless 
when placed side by side with the well-thought-out sentences of 
Bro. Harington. With all the surroundings in full view, and with a 
desire to act as became the dignity of one of high position, not only 
in Masonry but in the civil service of the country, Bro. Harington 
penned his letter of resignation to the M. W. the Grand Master of 
England. He wrote: 

Toronto, Canada, 

Qth November. i8s7. 

V. W. Sir and Bro.: — 

It is with sincere regret that I feel myself compelled to resign the high 
and honorable offices of P. G. M. and P. G. Supt. for Quebec and Three Rivers, 
etc., in this province, which I had the honor and pleasure of holding for some 
years. I request you to make this known to the M, W. the Karl of Zetland 
with as little delay as possible, to enable him if he feels so disposed to take 
the necessary steps for the appointment of a successor, and at the same time to 
be so good as to tender to him from me my earnest thanks for his kindness 
in raising me to such high rank in English Freemasonry, a rank that will ever 
be a source of pride and gratification to me, although in the present unfortu- 
nate and conflicting condition of Freemasonry in Canada, I feel obliged as an 
honest Mason to place my offices at the disposal of the M. W. Grand Master. 
T do so with unfeigned reluctance, but I feel that it is my duty and that I have 
no other honorable course to pursue. 

It is now upwards of twelve months since I addressed a long communica- 
tion to the Grand Secretary (i8th September, 1856) on the condition of the 
Craft in Canada, and therein I foreshadowed all that has since come to pass. 
My warnings were plain and unmistakable and again and again I pointed out 
the evil of delay. My letter was simply acknowledged and does not appear to 
have had the eflfect I hoped for. I fervently believe that prompt action on 
the part of the Grand I^odge of England at the time that letter was trans- 
mitted, would have preserved Canada, although some brethren would not have 
returned to their allegiance. However, regret is now useless. Matters have 
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been getting worse and worse, and the warmest adherents and friends of 
England have been obliged to declare themselves in favor of independent 
Masonic government. We have felt it impossible to blind our eyes to the fact 
that such must be the finale, that lodges and brethren had been driven to 
make up their minds to such a result, and that the Provincial authorities would 
soon have neither lodges nor brethren to govern. I might here dwell upon 
the fact of the formation of an independent bady already, the growing aliena- 
tion of personal friends, and a division among Masons fast becoming more 
and more irreconcilable. 

I transmit a printed copy of the proceedings of the Provincial Grand 
Ledge of Canada West, now called the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, which 
will explain very fully all that has occurred. I have taken my part therein, 
and there never was a more truthful document than the farewell address thai 
we passed as an independent body. 

Our new organization is indeed the creation of a stern necessity," not 
one of choice or feeling. No man carries more prestige with him in Canada 
than Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab, who has been chosen for the first Grand 
Master. His loyalty is not to be questioned. His standing in Canada is un- 
deniable, and nothing but his conviction that our present movement is un- 
avoidable, w^ould have placed him at the head of our body. Those proceedings 
will show that we have thought of Kngland from first to last. We really do 
look upon the change as one more of letter than of spirit. W^e have made no 
sudden wrench, but have glided into our present position, and our Knglish 
affection remains in strong force. I had no hesitation (when called upon to 
do so) about installing Sir Allan, but keeping in view the whole term of our 
proceedings, having perused letters from Kngland referring to our recogni- 
tion — remembering the Grand Master*s positive words about the retention 
of warrants — and feeling that we had performed an unpleasant but stern duty, 
in a constitutional and at the same time affectionate manner to our old coun- 
try, I really deemed myself (as I stated to my brethren) acting more as the 
Deputy of the M. W. Grand Master than as a person going up and separating 
from old ties and connections. 

The Quebec lodges (three) have decided not to withdraw their allegiance 
from England, but to accept the M. W. the Grand Master's propositions; and 
they have elected (as the accompanying document will show) Bro. James Dean 
of Alma lodge No. 931 to be my successor as Provincial Grand Master. I 
deemed it, however, to be my duty to state that some Quebec brethren regard 
this question of independent government as one of time simply. I am in- 
formed that it is quite likely that the Albion lodge No. 17 will cease working. 
There will then be two only and whether a Provincial Grand Master is neces- 
sary or not, will be for the M. W. the Karl of Zetland to decide. I deem it 
right, also, to state that the military brethren took a prominent part in the 
determination arrived at. They have been stationed at Quebec very recently. 
They may leave as suddenly as they came, and they cannot be familiar with 
the events and grievances that have brought about the present issue. There 
is only one chapter in the district. I mention these facts in order that the 
M. W. Grand Master may be able to consider all matters rightly. 

In conclusion I beg to express my earnest hope that recognition will be 
accorded at once, and that the honest prayer of our farewell address will be 
granted without drawback, so that we may go hand in hand with the Grand 
Lodge of England, and work for and with her. as our hearts will ever dictate, 
although (having the three existing Grand Lodges of the empire for our 
precedent) we have been compelled to declare ourselves and think it impera- 
tive for a fourth Grand Lodge to spring into existence to rule over not 
an unimportant portion of that glorious empire — a portion which may before 
the lapse of many years cause our beloved sovereign to be styled " The Queen 
of Great Britain and Ireland and British North America.'' 

I consider myself obliged to resign my present offices, but if the M. W. 
Grand Master would exchange them for the appointment of his representative 
in the Ancient G. L. of Canada, I shall regard the appointment as expressive 
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of his confidence, would undertake the duties appertaining to it with pride 
and pleasure, and in that honorable capacity, and as a Past P. G. M. would be 
rejoiced to look after English Masonic interests; and I do not anticipate that 
I should be otherwise than acceptable to my brethren here, who have already 
thought proper to confer upon me the rank of a Past G. M. 

I beg to remain V. W. Sir and Bro., 

Yours fraternally and truly, 

T. Douglas Harington, 

P. G. M. & P. G. Supt. 
Quebec & Three Rivers, etc. 

V. W. Bro. Wm. G. Clarke, 

Grand Secretary, etc., etc., etc. 

The letter arrived in England about the 27th November, and 
created some stir in Grand Lodge circles. 

During the past year the Karl of Zetland had given more of his 
thoughts to Canadian Masonry than he had for years before, and he 
was not only surprised but astonished, when month after month the 
situation became so con.eested in Upper Canada that it began to look 
as if the warnings given in 1856 were about to be accomplished facts. 

The Earl wrote a reply that was more of a justification of his 
position than an attempt to answer Bro. Harington. Instead of en- 
deavoring to smooth the pathway for the new Canadian organization, 
the M. W. the Grand ]\Iaster expressed Views which tended more to 
widen the breach than to gracefullv acceot a sitviation that was en- 
dorsed by the almost unanimous voice of the Craft in both Upper and 
Lower Canada. 

The M. W. the Grand Master wrote to R. W. Bro. Harington as 
follows : 

Freemasons* Hall, London, 

Sth December, 1857. 

Sir and Brother, 

The Grand Secretary has laid before me your letter, received November 
27th, in which — 

1. You tender the resignation of your office as Provincial Grand Master, 
and Grand Superintendent of the District of Quebec. 

2. You state that you firmly beHeve that prompt action on the part of the 
Grand Lodge in September, 1856, would have preserved Canada, although some 
brethren w^ould not have returned to their allegiance. 

3. That you have been driven to throw off your allegiance. 

4. You transmit a Copy of the Proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West, now calling itself the Antient Grand Lodge of Canada; and 
refer to letters received from England, and to my words about the return 
of warrants. 

5. You forward a memorial from the lodges of the District of Quebec, 
recommending a Brother to be appointed Provincial Grand Master. 

6. You express an earnest hope that recognition will be accorded at once, 
and that a fourth Grand Lodge will be acknowledged. 

7. You oflfer yourself as Representative of the Grand Lodge of England, 
in the so-called " Antient Grand Lodge of Canada." 

For the purpose of convenience, I propose to notice these seriatim. 

1. Whilst I accept with regret th'" resignation of your office of Provincial 
Grand Master and Grand Superintendent for the District of Quebec, I ac- 
kr»ow1edge with pleasure and satisfaction the courteous and masonic feeling 
which is expressed in yovir letter. 

2. Upon a review of all the circumstances, T cannot bring myself to be- 
lieve that that which you describe as the present unfortunate and conflicting 
condition of Freemasonry in Canada," would have been prevented, had the 
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propositions which I thouj^ht it ri^ht to make to Grand Lodge in March 
last, been made in the Scptcmljcr preceding. When I consider that the an- 
nouncement of the steps which I, as Grand Master, and the Grand I^odge 
were wilHng to take for the relief of the inconveniences existing in Canada. 


\ 



was made known to you in March last; that those si, t>s included, in spirit, 
and in fact, the granting to the Canadian Masons, e\ery thing which they 
prayed for, except independence of their mother Grand Lodge; and when I 
learn, as I now do, that with this knowledge in view, 34 lodges agreed in 
September following to throw off their allegiance, I cannot do otherwise than 
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come to the conclusion that there are, and have been from the commence- 
ment, other and internal causes of dissension amongst our Canadian brethren 
which have, more than the inconveniences and delay arising on this side of the 
water, led to the separation of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, 
and the complication of difficulties in which the brethren of that province are 
now involved. It appears to me that concessions, which were acknowledged 
to be ample, could not be too late " when made many months before the 
separation took place. 

3. The movement towards independence which commenced so early as 
1852, before those circumstances had occurred, which it has been alleged 
brought it into existence, did not, I have reason to believe, originate with 
the English lodges; and I have good grounds for believing, that, even up to 
the present time, but very few lodges, holding under the Grand Lodge of 
England, have given their adhesion to the so-called Independent Grand Lodge. 
Be that however as it may, it is clear now from the documents laid before 
me, that besides those who have not wavered from, or who have returned 
to their allegiance, no less a number than 34 lodges, constituting together a 
very large majority of all the lodges existing in the province, could hardly 
be said to be driven by a small minority into a secession from the parent body. 

4. I have read with regret and pain the details of the proceedings of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West in September last. I know of no 
letters emanating from authority in this country, nor of any words of mine 
which by possibility could be construed into justifying, far less recommending, 
the proceedings which it is stated then took place. I regret that any one 
should have been so ill-advised as to write such letters; or that any brother in 
Canada should have been deceived by them. I regret also that the expres- 
sions used by me should have been so much misunderstood. The term 
** rebellious seeming to have given offence, I stated that I applied that 
term to brethren who had thrown off their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of 
England; and that without returning the warrants they held under it; and I 
thought that Grand Lodge would agree with me that I did not unjustly apply 
that term " — I recommended no course of action then — I give no opinion now 
— but thus mvich I may say, that I see a wide distinction between the breaking 
up of a lodge and the surrender of its warrant by the free will of the brethren 
composing it; and the subsequent formation of new lodges under another 
authority — and ' the formation of an independenjt and antagonistic juris- 
diction — by those who are still the holders ot the warrants of that Grand 
Lodge whose authority they are determined to subvert, whilst they are yet 
under a solemn vow to support, uphold, and maintain it. I have read with 
astonishment, not unminglcd with indignation, the following words said to 
have been uttered by the Provincial Grand Master: 

The Provincial Grand I^odge of Canada West having now declared its 
independence, I, as the representative of the M. W. Grand Master of England, 
now direct and require, that every Master or Delegate, holding any Warrant 
of a Lodge from the Grand Lodge of England, do now return the same to 
me, in accordance with the suggestion of the Grand Master of England, con- 
tained in his Address to the Grand Lodge on the 4th March last." 

I am bound to say that in thus (and in my name> directing and requiring 
brethren to surrender their warrants, the Provincial Grand Master not only 
assumed a power which I, as Grand Master had no authority either to exercise 
myself, or delegate to him, but which is directly opposed to the very essence 
and spirit of the Constitutions. 

5. Enclosing a memorial from the lodges of the District of Quebec, you 
suggest that I should consider the propriety, or otherwise, of appointing a 
Provincial Grand Master to preside over only three lodges. The lodges in 
the District of Quebec are the same in number as they were during the time 
when you presided over them. Remaining faithful in their allegiance, and 
having signified their wish to have a Provincial Grand Master appointed as 
your successor, in accordance with the proposition inade by me in March last, 
I can have no hesitation in approving of the brother whom they have recom- 
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mended to me, and I have accordingly appointed Brother James Dean to 
succeed you as Provincial Grand Master for Quebec and Three-Rivers. 

6. Whilst I abstain from giving an opinion whether any, or what circum- 
stances can absolve Masons from their moral obligation, and justify them in 
separation from their mother Grand Lodge, I conceive it to be my duty to 
point out that "in the present unfortunate and conrticting condition of Free- 
masonry in Canada/' it is impossible that I could, consistently with my duty 
as Grand Master, and the obligations of my office, recommend to the Grand 
Lodge the recognition of either of the bodies which have recently assumed 
Ihe power of erecting themselves into a Grand Lodge. To do so would be 
inconsistent with the first principles of Masonic unity. Of the lodges existing 
in the Province of Canada, and holding under the Grand Lodge of England, 
the warrants of 7 have been returned by those who have joined the Indepen- 
dent Grand Lodge — whilst 34 have been returned by those who have joined 
the Antient Grand Lodge — leaving a large number of lodges, of which some 
are known to remain firm in their allegiance, and of the secession of others 
there is no official record. 

It is plain that the Grand Lodge of England has no right or title to 
absolve from their allegiance the brethren who are anxious to preserve it — it 
is equally clear that it is the duty, the sacred duty of Grand Master and Grand 
Lodge to support them in maintaining their allegiance, and in preserving 
inviolate their obligation, to their parent Grand Lodge. Bearing in mind 
that there are already two self-erected Grand Lodges in Canada — that there 
are many lodges which have not joined either — that there are others who 
have never wavered in their fidelity, pray to have a Provincial Grand Master 
appointed in the place of those who have seceded from them, and desire to 
remain under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of England, I cannot think 
that any reasonable Alason will, vipon a calm and deliberate review of the 
facts, come to any other conclusion than that recognition is impossible; and 
that even were it accorded, it would lead only to increased confusion. 

7. You offer to accept the Office of Representative of the Grand Lodge 
of England in the Antient Grand Lodge of Canada.'' — For the reasons stated 
in the preceding paragraph, you will at once perceive that that is impossible. 

I cannot contemplate without the deepest concern the separation of so 
many lodges from the parent body; and the more so when it is attempted to 
be shown that the conduct of the Grand Lodge of England has driven them 
to that course. When I reflect that separation has taken place at a period 
many months subsequent to the time when all reasonable complaints have 
been remedied, and when effectual means had been taken to prevent their 
recurrence — when I know that many of the delays complained of by lodges 
originated, not from the neglect of the Grand Lodge of England, but from 
the neglect of the Provincial officers to forward returns to London entrusted 
to them for that purpose — when I remember that the neglect of the duties of 
his office by the Provincial Grand Master, whom I appointed, has been one 
of the main causes of dissatisfaction most prominently urged in official cor- 
respondence, and insisted on even in minute detail in memorials from Canada — 
when I remember that in consequence of such alleged neglect the brethren 
desired to be permitted to elect their own Provincial Grand Master, and that 
such permission has been virtually conceded to them — and when I learn that 
the very first act of the new body has been to elect to supreme office, the very 
brother whose conduct has been so severely arraigned as leading to the diffi- 
culties complained of, I am irresistibly led to the conclusion, that there are 
f>tlier causes than those which have been already declared, which caused the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West to throw off the authority of the 
Grand Master and Grand Lodge of England, who have always felt, and still 
continue to feel a deep and affectionate interest in the welfare of their brethren 
in Canada. 

Commending these matters to your earnest consideration, and that of 
your brethren, 

I am. Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally. 

To Thomas Douglas Harington, Esq. ZETLAND, G. M. 
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This closed the official correspondence of the year 1857, and 
although the position taken by K. W. Bro, Jrlarington m resigning 
his ottice as Froviiiciai Orana iviaster ot L^uebec and Three icivers 
did not affect in any way the action that had been and was to be taken, 
there can be no aoubt tliat in Dotli provinces it gave strengtn to not 
only the newly formed Ancient Grand Lodge, but as well to the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. It w^as another stroke for the principle that both 
Grand Lodges contended for, viz., freedom to exercise their will and re- 
gulate their own affairs as a duly constituted governing powder. 

On ^oth November, of 1857, Bro. James Gallon, secretary of 
Corinthian lodge. No. 834, at Peterboro', Canada West, wrote to the 
Grand Secretary of England, with reference to a statement in a 
pamphlet published at Toronto, Canada, entitled The Proceedings 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge of C anada West, and the .-\ncient 
Grand Lodge of Canada, September, 1857." He claimed that there 
were two errors respecting his lodge, first, that it was stated that 
Corinthian lodge had given its cordial approval to the memorial, and 
the letter to the Grand Lodge of England, This he denied, saying 
that copies of the resolutions of his lodge sent to the Grand Lodge 
of England were a sufficient refutation of that assertion. Further, 
that Corinthian lodge was placed among the lodges now in the juris- 
diction of the so-called Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, whereas the 
fact was that the lodge still held its English warrant. He enclosed 
a copy of the resolution passed on the 15th December, 1856, by Corin- 
thian lodge, in which it was recited that the Grand Master of Eng- 
land, having stated his desire to do justice to Canadian lodges, it 
was deemed hy this lodge premature and injudicious to take action 
with reference to the complaints made, and that it would be more 
Masonic to await the deliberations of the Grand Master of England 
in the matter. 

This reference to Corinthian lodge indicated that the lodge at 
that time preferred to hold to its English warrant rather than join 
any of the bodies in Canada. 


CHAPTER CXIX. 

R. W. Bro. Hartnoton Agaiist Expresses His OpiNroi^ to the 
Grand Master of England. — A Convtnctng Reviewal. 
OF THE Rights of the Canadian Craft. 

The letter from the Karl of Zetland, accepting the resignation of 
the Provincial Grand Master of Quebec, ou^ht not to have required 
an answer. But the supreme authoritv in England, as we have seen, 
felt that somethini:^;- more than a formal acknowledgment of the sever- 
ance of connection was necessary, and at the same time volunteered 
opinions that were not strictly in line with the facts, so R. Bro. 
Harington wrote in reply: 
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Toronto, Canada, 

1st February, 1858. 

Lord and M. W. Brother, 

I have the honor to acknowlege the receipt of your communication, dated 
the 9th ultimo, accepting my resignation of the ofl'ices of P. G. M. and P. G. 
Superintendent of Quebec, etc., and entering largely into the present condi- 
tion of Canadian Masonry. Before I proceed to reply in detail to the various 
important passages of your Lordship's letter, allow me to thank you for the 
personal kindness and covirtesy you have extended to me, and to assure you 
that the perusal of your letter affected me deeply, and that whatever may be 
the result of the present antagonism between G. L. and the Craft here, I shall 
ever feel grateful to your Lordship as well on my own account, as for the 
interest manifested and the earnestness evinced by you, in every line of that 
letter, for the arrangement of the existing Masonic differences. But I am 
constrained nevertheless to repeat that my convictions remain unchanged as 
to the necessity for self-government here, and that altho' there may be for a 
time stray lodges in Canada, hailing as heretofore, the majority of the Craft 
neither can nor will consent again to acknowledge allegiance to the G. L. of 
England. Of this I feel assured, and my assertions are endorsed by many 
excellent and iniiuential brethren, who, like myself, entertain a w^arm af- 
fectionate regard for the old country; but who cannot shut their eyes to the 
plain fact, that it is only very recently that the Colonies have been looked upon 
as of so much consequence in the preservation of the Unity of English Free- 
masonry.'' Your Lordship must acknowledge that for many years past they 
ha.ve only been regarded in a pecuniary light — that is — the annual revenue 
derived from them has kept them from nearly entire oblivion. As for a voice 
at the fountain head, that has not been thought of, and ** money " and 
obedience " have been the principal results derived from their connexion 
with the G. Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland. Your Lordship will also, 
I am sure, acknowledge that they have been parcelled out between three 
sovereign authorities in a way that must, sooner or later, lead to confusion, 
and a necessity for the establishment of one local head. I know that Canada 
has called the attention of England to the equal sovereignty of Scotland and 
Ireland, and that the adoption of some plan has been asked for, by wdiich no 
separate lodges should be constituted by one part of the empire, without the 
concurrence of the other two; but the subject has never yet been deemed of 
sufficient importance to attract attention, or elicit a reply, and the result has 
been, that when individual brethren have become dissatisfied, or fancied them- 
selves aggrieved, they have been accustomed to retire from their lodges, and 
either become joining members of another hailing from a different source, or 
have applied for warrants, which have never been refused. For instance, — 
English Masons have procured charters from the G. Lodges of Scotland and 
Ireland, without either of the latter bodies deeming it at all requisite to appeal 
to England for proof of good standing or any other essential, and in this loose 
manner a standard of Independence (for it may surely be classed as such) has 
been set up for many years. This irregularity could only be rectified by a 
sovereign G. L. on the spot. Another important particular, I wish to draw 
your Lordship's attention to, is, that a large proportion of the brethren here 
are native Canadians; w^ho, as such, have none of the old recollections and 
sympathies to bind them; but, on the contrary, and it is natural, are imbued 
w'ith a love of their native soil and institutions, and deem it derogatory to 
be ruled by extraneous power — from connexion with which they derive no 
apparent advantage — in whose proceedings they have no real voice — with which 
it is ten chances to one if they have ever have any personal communication — 
and for which, as I shall endeavour to show your Lordship before I conclude 
this letter, they have been gradually compelled to feel less and less respect. 
There are' likewise many brethren, who are citizens of the U. S. of America, 
who have settled in Canada for their ov^n private interests, — but who have 
no particular liking for England in any way. I have alluded to the foregoing 
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points, because they are uppermost in my mind, and I think them of para- 
mount importance as a prelude to my replying to your Lordship's communi- 
cation in detail. I have to beg your indulgence for the length of this letter, — 
but I find it impossible to do justice to the subject at issue, unless I bring before 
your notice every thing that bears upon it, — and to compress would be to 
mislead your Lordship. I deeply regret that our recognition has not been 
effected by the documents already sent home, and the evidence which they 
afford, that the " Antient G. L. of Canada " certainly has not been actuated 
by factious or ambitious motives, (as has been hinted,) but by a stern neces- 
sity " in adopting the course it has. I hope the G. L. of Hngland will yet see 
the matter in that light. ITiere is no necessity for me to trouble your Lord- 
ship with a repetition of the grievances " under which the entire Canadian 
Craft has laboured, for they have been fully and formally specified in the 
memorial already sent home by the late P. G, L. of Upper Canada; but to 
enable you to refer to them, I have appended a copy of that memorial to this 
communication. I take it for granted that a copy of your Lordship's letter 
to me is fyled in the G. Secretary's office, for the information of G. Lodge. 

With reference therefore to paragraph 2, of that letter, I must again ex- 
press my conviction, that had the concessions proposed by your Lordship in 
March last, been propounded in September, 1856, (that is, six months earlier 
than they were) the present condition of Freemasonry in Canada might have 
been prevented. If you will be so good as to refer to the memorial (page S), 
you will find that the half year, suffered to elapse without notice, was pregnant 
with events, bearing direct and unmistakable issue upon Independence." 
The Craft here had nothing for its guidance but your Lordship's personal 
communications to G. L., and they were such (see 4th June, 1856,) as to call 
forth in the following October, resolutions of the very strongest nature, and 
*" disapproval of the unjust and uncourteous treatment experienced at the hands 
of the G. M. of England," and it was firmly stated that the time had been 
allowed to pass when moderate concessions would have more than satisfied 
the Masons of Canada, and that less than entire independence would not allay 
the excitement, etc., and recognition was asked for on behalf of the P. G. L. 
as a G. L. This was adopted in January, 1857, and sent home — and in March 
following your Lordship officially made known your plan for restoring peace 
in Canada, and the concessions that you considered would bring about that 
desirable object- But previous silence and apparent carelessness had done 
their work by that time, and (I write it with all due respect) your proposal was 
not then looked upon as a boon, but as having been forced by the pressure 
of current events. The brethren knew then that their memorial had not even 
been read in G. L., but had been referred, or handed over to the new Colonial 
Board; and it is certain that no definite reply has yet been vouchsafed to that 
respectful document; although the G. Registrar at the Quarterly Communica- 
tion of the G. L. of England, on the 2nd September last, somewhat disin- 
genuously declares that such a statement is inaccurate. Your Lordship's letter 
(in triplicate), is not a reply, for the concluding portion of it only makes men- 
tion of the memorial having been presented at a late period of the evening — 
that no discussion took place thereon, and it was referred to the Colonial 
Board, in consequence of the announcement you had been previously pleased 
to make, — and the Colonial Board had no power to send one. Its duty was 
simply to report to your Lordship and G. L. In the face of all that is reported 
to have occurred, it would puzzle any body to remove the impression, that 
the Craft is really governed by the dais, and those upon it, — not by the breth- 
ren at large. Your Lordship's concessions would perhaps have been deemed 
*' ample." but for the fatal and unfortunate delay, and before the adoption of 
the memorial; but they were never so acknowledged subsequently; — and 
whether made before or after, you were ever careful not to embarrass any 
successor you might have, and the proposed plan, although binding on you, 
would not be upon him, — and it might happen therefore that the evil day was 
only retarded for a season. In this paragraph also, your Lordship has been 
pleased to state that there must have been internal dissensions in Canada, 
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which have led to the existing difficulties, and that they do not arise from 
delay and inconvenience on your side of the water. I hope to prove that 
dissatisfaction (not dissension) has been occasioned by parties in London, 
and who have been and are intimately connected with G. L. itself — and I 
believe I express the opinion of the two Canadian Independent Bodies. 

With respect to paragraph 3, of your Lordship's letter, I will simply say, 
that the Independent movement commenced as early as 1850 not 1853, and that 
Hb jegards the adhesion of English lodges to the existing Independent G. 
L./' I am satisfied that had the P. G. L. of Canada West wavered in its resolu- 
tion after what had passed, the P. G. M. would not have been left with a 
sufficiency of lodges wherewith to constitute a P. G. L. Such was the pretty 
general and openly expressed opinion in all quarters, and by the brethren at 
large, and I have no doubt that they would have taken warrants from that 
Independent G. L. 

I now beg permission to refer to paragraph 4, of your Lordship's com- 
munication, and it is an important one. You regret the proceedings of the 
P. G. L. of Canada West, and know of no letters emanating from England, 
which by possibility could be construed favorably to those proceedings. I 
will quote from one received by me, which could not fail to exercise an in- 
fluence here. It is from Brother W. W. Beach, who is, I believe, known to 
your Lordship, — is now a member of the Colonial Board, — and was in this 
country. He writes, under date loth June last, as follows: 

I took the first opportunity in my power of seeing the G. M. He had 
not leisure to enter into the business but deputed the G. Registrar to meet me 
next day. I spent nearly two hours with him and placed the whole state of 
the case before him. He washed me to draw up a statement for the G. M. of 
the Masonic Affairs in Canada. I did so. I do not think I omitted any 
argument or position, — it w^as acknowledged, — but tho' I begged that great 
haste might be used, nothing was done for several weeks. A meeting was at 
length summoned of a few selected to consider the matter. It was found the day 
did not suit some one, — so it was put off. After the consultation, nothing 
was resolved on — The G. Registrar, who is very reasonable, declares that it 
is impossible to constitute the P. G. L, into a G. L. by any act of the G. L. 
of England tho' of course the recognition of it would be another question, etc." 

Your Lordship cannot fail to see there was lukewarmness in some quar- 
ters at a time when Canada was looking with excessive anxiety for some kind 
of action at home; so much so that the regular communication of the P, G. L. 
had been put off for a month to afford time, and enable G. L. to take up the 
business at its own meeting at the beginning of June. You will also, I think, 
agree that a very high officer did not absolutely discourage recognition." 
We were well aware here, that G. L. could not constitute us a G. L. and 
every memorial has asked for recognition accordingly, — and we have en- 
deavoured throughout to make our independent formation as agreeable and 
affectionate towards the mother country as we could do, under the trying cir- 
cumstances involved in the course we were compelled to adopt. To the last 
we turned to the mother G. L. with a yearning aflfection — clung to her Con- 
stitutions — elected her chief brother to preside over us — and begged her to 
consider that we had fought her battles, and retained our allegiance, in spite 
of neglect, carelessness, and silence, until self-respect would allow of no 
further adherence as dependents, and we had been taunted and ridiculed for 
what was called our slavish servility. But G. L. never manfully grappled 
with the question at issue, — has not up to this moment. She never defined the 
law of the matter. — never gave instruction, or encouragement, — never attempted 
to inflict punishment on the lodges and brethren, who had unceremoniously 
severed their connexion with her, — never denounced them; — but left us here 
to fight and disagree, — to break friendships, — to sever Masonic connexions of 
long-standing; — in short, to do what G. L. up to this moment, has not had 
the moral courage or pluck to do. And for what end? — To preserve intact a 
tie, founded upon old memories and reminiscences, which a large proportion 
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of brethren, being native Canadians, never had any particular reason to treasure 
up in their hearts. G. L. would lose through the pocket — the brethren here 
were likely to suffer in spirit, heart and affection. I could dilate upon this 
topic; but must again refer to the paragraph of your Lordship's letter, which 
is now under notice. I must do your Lordship justice. You did denounce 
the Independent G. L. as rebellious/* altho' G. L. has never yet enunciated 
a dignified opinion at all. But why did you call that body rebellious " ? — 
Because — it had thrown off its allegiance to the G. L. of Kngland, and that 
without returning the warrants it held." Your Lordship tells me that you 
recommended no course of action then — you give no opinion now. May I ask 
why you did not do so, or cause G. L. to act, instead of placing the brethren 
in a false position here, and compelling them to assume the initiative? — JMore 
than two years have elapsed since the formation of the Independent G. L. of 
Canada, and the then loyal brethren cannot point to one single letter of de- 
cided advice or instruction at this moment, as to the course they were to 
adopt towards that body. Not one single charter has ever been demanded, — 
not one single seceding brother has been suspended from IMasonic privileges, — 
nol one atom of Masonic law has been brought to bear, and even your Lord- 
ship's term of rebellious," if we are to believe the only printed periodical 
that comes regularly to this province, viz.: The F. M. Alagazine, published 
in London, — was not suffered to be uttered by you in G. L. without a sneer! 

Your Lordship states that you have felt astonishment not unmingled with 
indignation, at the course pursued by the late P. G. ^Nl. of Upper Canada, in 
demanding the warrants of the lodges in your name. Will you be pleased to 
state what he ought to have done? — I was by Sir Allan INIacNab's side, and 
can bear witness to his anxiety to act rightly. I am of course open to con- 
viction, and we are all liable to error, but I believe I should have followed the 
same course, and so I told Sir Allan. — Your Lordship says, that you see a 
wide distinction between the breaking up of a lodge, and the surrender of its 
warrant by the free-will of the brethren composing it, and the subsequent 
formation of new lodges under another authority — and the formation of an 
^ independent and antagonistic jurisdiction, who are still the holders of the 
warrants of that G. L., whose authority they are determined to subvert, etc. 
My Lord and M. W. Brother, the lodges could not first be broken up, and 
the warrants surrendered, or a G. L. could not have been constituted, for it is 
lodges, not brethren, who form the component parts of a G- L. Your Lord- 
s)-iip hkewise says that the P. G. not only assumed a power as your repre- 

sentative, which you had no authority to exercise yourself, but acted in direct 
oi>position to the Constitutions — what do the Constitutions say? — art: Private 
Lodges — Sect. -27. 

If a lodge be dissolved, the Warrant shall be delivered up to the G. 
Master," etc. 
Sect. 30: — 

If all the Members of a Lodge withdraw, the Warrant becomes ex- 
tinct." 

I would therefore ask your Lordship, who was the proper officer to re- 
quire the surrender of the warrants of the lodges, upon their formally de- 
claring that they withdrew from under the jurisdiction of England, or, in 
other words, dissolved themselves, as far as their charters were concerned, 
and received in lieu thereof dispensations from their own local head? Surely, 
the P. G. M. was bound to call for them, for the purpose of complying with 
the Constitutions, and restoring them to you, the G. M. Sir Allan MacNab, 
in common with the brethren at large, could only understand by your Lord- 
ship's address to the G. L. of England, that after a declaration of independence, 
the retention of your warrants specially constituted an act of rebellion, — and 
it was with direct allusion to your Lordship's own words, that the P. G. M. 
addressed the meeting as he did. Upon referring to the P. G. L. proceedings, 
you will observe, that in the concluding address praying for recognition, the 
surrender of those charters is specially mentioned, and their return asked for, 
that they might be cherished as mementoes of the original source from whence 
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we derived our Masonic existence, and which we regarded with warm affec- 
tion, altho' we felt that self-government, from various causes, was impera- 
tive. The P. G. M. used no compulsion; but he had to exercise his discre- 
tion, and, in the absence of any advice or directions from the fountain head,, 
altho' the contemplated movement was known in London, the course he pur- 
sued was certainly the most straightforward one, and, under the circum- 
stances, more in accordance with the Constitutions, as quoted above, than 
any other method would have been, — and I know that no brother felt more 
acutely the painful position in which we were all placed than Sir Allan 
MacNab. My Lord, it seems a paradox " — that the Independent G. L." 
should be denounced for withholding the English Warrants, and the Antient 
G. L. of C." for surrendering them. 

Paragraph 5, of your Lordship's communication, bears reference to Que- 
bec, and the appointment of my successor, and I have of course nothing fur- 
ther to say, than again to express my sense of the kind courtesy evinced by 
you, when accepting my resignation of my high and honorable offices. I will 
only remind your Lordship that, altho' you feel bound to appoint another 
P. G. M. without loss of time for that District, the nomination of a P. G. 
Superintendent for Canada West has been urged upon you time after time 
without success. The English lodges are certainly the same in number as 
when I was appointed; but brethren are wavering, and have been so for 
some time — passing events have greatly unsettled them. There is a Scotch, 
and also an Irish lodge at Quebec now, and the latter was organized by Eng- 
lish Masons for the open and express purpose of being free from English rule, 
and at this time many brethren are subscribing members of all three portions 
of the empire, and are therefore tolerably independent when they choose. 
Quebec and Montreal are jealous of each other, and both are so of Upper 
Canada. Your Lordship will not probably, under such circumstances, be 
disposed to place implicit trvist in any deep-rooted affection for English 
Masonic rule, I think, as I once before stated to you, that it is now a ques- 
tion of time only. 

I Avill now turn to paragraph 6. of your letter. Your Lordship abstains 
from offering any opinion, whether any, or what circumstances can absolve 
Masons from their moral obligation, and justify them in separating from their 
mother G. L. I assure you that the length of time suffered to elapse here 
before the present decided step was adopted, and the patience shown undei 
neglect and apparent indifference, as detailed in the memorials from Upper 
Canada, have been the result of extensive sensitiveness on that very point, — 
coupled with ancient affection. While care has been taken to point out the 
many causes of dissatisfaction, recognition of future independent govern- 
ment has been studiovisly asked for, and has formed the steady prayer, and it 
was not until the brethren found that neither G. M. nor G. L. appeared dis- 
posed to take up this prayer openly and definitely, — that their respectful 
m.emorials were not read in G. L., — that month after month glided by, and the 
important question at issue continued to be delayed, or, if brought forward in 
G. L., only resulted in debates and proceedings quite disgraceful to such a 
body as the G. L. of England, — that they began to and at last did make ^^p 
their minds, that there was a limit to even their moral obligation as Masons,— 
that further petitioning would be servility, and that they were better able, and 
had a clear right to govern themselves, and fair warning was sent home of 
the course they would in self-respect imdoubtedly pursue. That brethren in 
England, however much they, like us, might regret separation, did not deem 
independent government a violation of Masonic moral obligation, may be 
gleaned from the proceedings of G. L. itself, and the fact that one plain 
notice of motion for recognition was given by Brother The Earl of Carnarvon, 
in whom your Lordship has confidence, and who, when visiting a lodge at 
Stonehouse, in a speech which, the reporter says, was greeted with rounds of 
applause and listened to with earnest attention, expressed himself thus em- 
phatically in relation to Canada. Alluding to the concessions announced, he 
added : 
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"He could n t disguise that these concessions came tardily, that the feel- 
ing in Canada in favor of independence had grown very strong, and that it 
was more than doubtful if their Colonial supremacy could now be preserved. 
He was afraid that in this matter they had gone too near that fatal rock 'too 
late/ which had shipwrecked so many empires, dynasties and governments." 

His Lordship, unhappily, had divined the truth! 

You, M. W. G. AI., declare that recognition of either of the bodies, which 
have recently assumed the power of erecting themselves into a G. L-., is im- 
pcjssible, and that even were it accorded, it would lead only to increased con- 
fusion. No brethren lament more sincerely the state of Masonry in this 
province than those residing there, who have been all along the real sufferers, 
and they have shown this by their actions and their urgent appeals to Kng- 
land to remedy it. I believe I echo their sentiments by repudiating the jus- 
tice of any attempt to fasten the blame upon them. The documents they have 
drawn up show, in truthful language, who were the originators of the con- 
fusion, and I w^ould ask your Lordship certain plain questions: Why has 
not the course adopted by the G. L. of Ireland been solemnly protested 
against, and why, when that sovereign body upheld and encouraged, by 
recognition, those Knglish lodges which first withdrew from allegiance to you, 
did you consider on the same terms of intimacy as before, when you could not 
be blind to the serious importance of the proceedings of Ireland, and must 
ha\'e been conscious that half a victory w^as thereby gained by those whom 
your Lordship simply styled "rebellious"? It is asserted that the G. L. of 
Ireland did seek information from Kngland; but, like other correspondents, 
it met with no notice, and therefore acted as it thought best. Whether this 
be true or not. the recognition by a part of the empire, and the mutual ap- 
pointment of representatives by that portion and the seceding body, must 
have had a damaging efTect on the permanent continuation of your Masonic 
supremacy here. Yet, I believe the G. L. of England has not ventured any 
objection or remonstrance. Again, permit me to ask, why was the first body 
of the seceders here so indulgently let off, — while the late P. G. L. of Canada 
West, after using every exertion to preserve its connexion with England in- 
tact — only succumbing to an imperious necessity — and to the last moment 
evincing an untiring anxiety to carry out its separate and independent organi- 
zation in such a manner as to show, in all future times, that it was a Child of 
the Old Country. — is severely reproached, and taxed with all manner of 
wickedness? There must be some hidden reason for such manifest injustice. 
My conscientious impression is, that under all the circumstances, and taking 
into consideration all the difficulties, and the causes for complaint, which your 
Lordship confesses were not unfounded, recognition might and ought to have 
been conceded. The only true course for the two separate Independent G. 
Lodges now to adopt, is to unite closely, and trust that no harassing impedi- 
ments may be thrown in their path, so as to prevent their working harmoni- 
ously and resolutely fc^r the good of our Order. \ly Lord, the chief iMasonic 
connexion that this province must cultivate is with our neighbors in the 
United States, because with them our intercourse is constant, and it is an 
ominous fact, that the G. L. of nearly every State has already acknowledged 
the independent organization, or is prepared to do so. In affairs of state, 
Canada is virtually independent, for no British statesman would attempt to 
interfere with her local legislation. In church affairs she is the same, for the 
right to elect Bishops of the Established Church of England and Ireland is 
accorded. Why not, then, the same thing as regards IMasonry? I think the 
propriety of it is more obvious in the latter case, because in the two first 
named, the Sovereign is the undoubted and sole Head; but the G. L. of Eng- 
land only holds a divided authority in the colonies, in conjunction with Scot- 
land and Ireland, and she could not complain, if every lodge working under 
her warrant, chose to return it, and determine to hold under one of the others. 
At least she has not objected, when such instances have taken place- 
Finally — as regards Paragraph 7, of your Lordship's letter. Should the 
time shortly arrive, when one United Sovereign G. L. of Canada is established. 
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and to accomplish that end, the brethren will, I hope strenuously exert them- 
selves, I shall ever be at your Lordship's disposal, as your Representative to 
look after English interests if honored by the office, and consider myself, as 
a Past P. G. M. of your appointing, always at your service, and I shall never 
forget the kindness you have extended to me. I am sure your Lordship gives 
utterance to your own true and honorable feelings, when you say that you feel 
the deepest concern. But in justice to the brethren (myself included) 1 must 
protest against that concern being aggravated by attempts on our part to 
shift the blame to the G. L. of England. Most assuredly the proofs adduced 
from hence must carry conviction, that our charges are just ones, and it is 
ungenerous, at this the eleventh hour, to endeavour to make us the aggressors, 
when there has not been the slightest hint of this before, and we are censured 
for not being satisfied with ample concessions." There would be no need 
of concessions if we had only attempted to show, and had failed to prove that 
the conduct of the G. L. of England had driven us to the present extreme 
course. My Lord, altho' separation has, as you write, taken place subse- 
quently to what you call the remedy of all reasonable complaints, you had 
previous plain w^arning that the time was gone by when moderate concessions 
would have been satisfactory — valuable time had been frittered away and 
could not be recalled, — patience and hope had become exhausted, — and you 
could not have been surprised at your proposals not being deemed a remedy 
for restoring to its normal state the Craft in Canada. Your Lordship says, 
that you know that many of the delays complained of by lodges, originated 
from the neglect of Provincial ofhcers. I know nothing of this myself, — ^but 
it is indignantly and positively contradicted. This is another new charge, 
made at a late hour, and the Provincial officers justly complain at its having 
been held back. The G. Secretary's office, they say, is the Augean stable that 
required cleansing, and that its waste paper basket could for years have told 
tales. My Lord, I was conversing lately with a brother not long from London, 
and who says he is or was a member of a Red Apron lodge, — an old friend 
of his, and an attendant at G. L, designated its proceedings for some time past 
as a solemn farce, and London Freemasonry — as a peculiar system of eating 
and drinking, veiled with a table cloth, and illustrated by knives and forks! — 
I dare say that I am not the only one to whom this has been stated, and 
whether correct or not. the impression left must be injurious. 

The deductions your Lordship draws from the election of Sir Allan 
MacNab are hardly generous or correct. Altho' he seldom attended to the 
duties of his office, and was not possessed of mtich Masonic knowledge, as 
he will readily acknowledge, yet he W9,s not the less personally popular, and 
had excuses to offer, which many a P. G. M. in England had not, viz. : very 
many and urgent public affairs to keep him continually busy, and for some 
time past very indifferent health, and he had appointed a Deputy who never 
neglected his duty. It was the principle, not the man, the brethren objected 
to. If your Lordship will refer to the accompanying memorial, you will at 
once see, that the main object of the insertion of Sir Allan's name was not to 
speak prejudicially of him, but to defend the Deputy, Brother Ridout, from 
your own remarks of his having exercised undue authority in carrying on the 
affairs of his district. When it was finally resolved that nothing but entire 
independence would allay the excitement here, the P. G. L. determined to 
make choice of Sir Allan MacNab for the following reasons. First — They 
knew that he was on the point of leaving this province for England, never 
probably to return, and as he was much respected and personally regarded, 
the brethren neither could nor would take their farewell of him by making 
their last formal act a personal slight. Secondly — His tenure of office was 
only to last for a broken period, when another election would take place. 
And thirdly — The Antient G L. was anxious to show all the respect it could 
to your Lordship and the G. L. of England, and by adopting your nominee 
for first G. M., as well as your constitution for its law, to make the change 
not so much a rending asunder of a close connection, as a transition from 
one description of government to another, and had your Lordship J>een pres- 
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eiit, when all this was done, you would have heard warm expressions of re- 
gard and anxious prayers that the G. L. of Kngland would meet us in the 
same spirit, and understand the fraternal feelings by which we were guided. 
The brethren did not certainly anticipate that their course of conduct would 
be tortured, and they themselves taunted with inconsistency, and other worse 
motives. It was intended that Sir Allan should himself, on his arrival in 
London, impart to you full information, and make known the wishes of the 
Craft here, and the warrants and other documents were to have been for- 
warded to him; but much to his own and our regret, his departure was de- 
layed by unforeseen events, and it was not deemed advisable to defer their 
despatch; but I hope that your Lordship and he have met, or will do so, and 
it would be satisfactory if Sir Allan had an opportunity of perusing this letter, 
as he may incur your censure without really deserving it, or thoroughly com- 
prehending the nature of your Lordship*s expressed displeasure. For my 
own part, my Lord, I can only repeat what I said in my former communica- 
tion, dated the Qth November last, viz: That I had no hesitation, when called 
upon to do so, about installing Sir Allan, and that under all the circumstances, 
I really deemed myself (as I stated to the brethren) acting more as the Deputy 
of the G. M. of Kngland than otherwise. 

I think I have now noticed the prominent points of your communication, 
and I have taken upon myself to do this, because your Lordship commended 
them to my earnest consideration, and that of my brethren, to whom I shall 
submit your letter and this reply, and I imagine that you intended to invite 
the fullest correspondence. 

I told you in a former paragraph, that I hoped to prove that dissatisfac- 
tion here had been occasioned by parties in London, and connected with the 
G. L. itself, I propose now to do this by way of conclusion, and trust that 
your Lordship will not feel annoyed at me, if I place, as I conceive it to be 
my bovmden duty, ofifensive expressions before your eyes. Your Lordship 
probably may not see the " London F. M. Monthly Magazine," published by 
Brother Warren, a prominent attendant upon G. L. meetings, altho' it has been 
lately formally authorized by you to publish G. L. proceedings; but it has^ a 
large circulation here, and is greedily perused, as the scanty official reports 
emanate from the G. Secretary at very uncertain times. We would have known 
very little of what was occvirring at headquarters, had it not been for the 
Magazine. I will not refer back beyond the December number for 1855, and 
I commence there, because it heralds the formation of the Independent G. L. 
under Brother Wilson. There is an editorial, entitled, Severance of the 
Canadian Lodges from the G. L. of Kngland/* The article is too long to 
insert at length; but your Lordship can doubtless procure it. It. commences 
by saying, " So important do we consider the step which has been taken, and 
we consider justly, by our brethren in Canada, etc." 

And concludes as follows: 

Not get an answer "from the G. Secretary's office, quotha! Bah! as well 
get the G. M. to attend upon any public Masonic occasion, except, indeed, 
the nomination to office of some Whig j>rotege is mooted — then indeed he 
is punctual. The presence of our excellent Brother Dobie, with his sound 
practical head and talents for business, has been the shield of Ajax over and 
over again, behind which the incapables. Lord Zetland, Brother White & Co. 
have been glad to cower. Their dullness it is which has lost us Canada, and 
for which the West Indies is already threatening severance — let the system go 
on, and the development of ^Masonry will shortly be reduced to two in- 
dividuals, the placeman and the toady; whilst the G. L. will in all probability 
be removed to Newmarket, the only place whence no plea operates to with- 
hold our G. M.*' 

I pass to the April number for 1856, and refer you to the leading editorial, 
headed Our Duty," — a very lengthy one and devoted to encouragement of 
Independence, and condemnation of your Lordship and the G. L. I quote one 
sentence. — 

'* Are we so stultified in our toadyism that nothing but rank in our Grand 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


869 


Masters will serve otir turn. Do we love the Head of Gold so much that we 
ignore altogether the tottering incapacity of the Feet of Clay? — If personal 
influence in society is needed for the benefit of the Craft, is it now so scartt 
of noblemen, that 'we are obliged, for the say of the thing, to put up year 
after year, with the present Grand Master, who, these very evils greatly prove 
as it is notorious also, never exerts himself for the Craft at all/' 

I pass on to the May number for 1856, and find in a leader, headed 
** Toadyism," and calculated to bring into contempt the English Craft at 
large, the following words: 

Let ' palmam qui meruit ferat ' be the practice, as it is the principle of 
the Craft. We should then hear no more of large lodges of scientific men, 
who meet to eat and drink, yet never devote an extra day to give in public the 
lucubrations of their studious hours, as if hospitality were the only Alasonic 
virtue, — of Provincial Grand Masters never visiting their Lodges, — of cliques 
in the latter, — of Colonies alienating themselves from our banner on account 
of G. Secretary's discourtesy, of G. Master's inattention, — of the latter's fond- 
ness for quadrupeds absorbing his interest in Masonic bipeds; — in a word, 
of all those anomalous disorders, which render the Craft at present a by-word 
to the world for convivial antiquarianism, instead of the synonym for in- 
tellect and honour/' 

I pass to the June No. for 1856, and there appears an editorial, entitled, 
"Masonic Reform,'* as follows: 

We had hoped, indeed, that the sullen endurance which ill-concealed 
the ever and anon out-spoken dissatisfaction at his tenacity of of¥ice, would 
have induced Lord Zetland to have relinquished a charge over which he is 
evidently incompetent to fill," etc. 

Kxamine the October, November, and December Nos. for 1856 — read the 
reports of the proceedings of G. L., and the accounts in detail of the disturb- 
ances and uproar that occurred, and your Lordship will agree with what 
is there said: — *' Here followed a scene such as has rarely, if ever, been witnessed 
within the solemn and ceremonial precincts of the Supreme G. L. of England." 
I will only mention, as a corollary, that W. Brother Warren, the publisher, 
appears to have taken a leading part therein, and was consequently an eye- 
witness. Your Lordship ignored the G. L. proceedings of the ist October, 
1856, altho' of vast importance to Canada, and no official record exists. There- 
fore I would make special reference to page 789 of the November No. for 

1856, for there your Lordship will find a memorable speech made by the 
Earl of Carnarvon on that occasion, in which he demonstrated to G. L. that 
your proposals to Canada could not be satisfactory. In fact, my Lord, I 
could refer you to every No. of the Magazine, for some article calculated to 
give rise to disgust, and I assure you that the sayings and doings at home, 
there recorded, have had their influence in convincing the Craft here, that it 
should govern itself, and is better able to do so. I could comment on the 
vacillating conduct of the G. L. as respects the Mark Degree,'' and how 
little it cared for the proper standing of English Masons, who are debarred 
from entering foreign chapters, unless first obligated and healed." as it is 
termed — a degradation surely. But I should wear out your Lordship's pati- 
ence, as I am tired myself. I will only add, that the F. M. Magazine, in May, 

1857. - was authorized by you to publish proceedings, and ever since there seems 
to have been a kind of Masonic millenium! Banquets and speeches have been 
unceasing, and after all the contumely poured upon your Lordship's devoted 
head, we read — that at a festival held in Oxfordshire, under the auspices of 
the Apollo Lodge, at which you met nearly all of the G. L. malcontents, the 
Chairman declared: 

''That the Craft owed you a deep debt of gratitude for having, during 
your long and benignant sway, promoted the interests of^^ Freemasonry far 
beyond any Grand Master that ever sat upon the Throne!" 

My Lord, the brethren here did not feel any less respect for you, in con- 
sequence of the oflfensive articles I have quoted, but such a sudden change as 
the last sentiment betrays (in the United States it would have been quaintly 
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termed — Jumping Jim Crow,") and the general revolutionary tone of the 
organ of English Freemasonry, might well set them at work to consider, 
whether they were wise to remain under the control of a sovereign body, 
which in one month lavishes contempt upon, and in the next lauds above all 
his predecessors, their Chief Ruler. 

I beg your LorBship will receive this long communication with a kind 
spirit. You will understand us better, by getting plain truth, and you have 
our most fraternal and respectful regards. Once more, I thank you warmly 
for your kindness and courtesy to me, and hoping that you and yours may 
long be spared to each other, for much happiness with restored health, — 

I have the honor to be. 

My Lord and M, W. G. Master, 

Very respectfully and fraternally yours, 

T. DOUGLAS HARINGTON, 

Past P. G- M., etc. 

To The Right Honorable The Earl of Zetland, 

M. W. G. Master, etc., etc., etc. 

Postcript — 3rd February. 

My Lord, I have just received a Supplementary No. of the London F. M. 
^Magazine for December, 1857, in which is graphically described another oi 
those extraordinary debates, which appear to be the rule, not the exception, 
in conducting the business of the G. L. of England. His R. H., The Prince of 
Prussia, narrowly escaped being an eye-witness of what seems to have oc 
curred, and hearing the acting J. G. W. (Brother Beadon) express his hope 
that the G. L. would not be made a bear garden! The memorial or address 
from the " Antient G, L. of Canada " is reported to have been read, and 
entered on the minutes as read, which is a change from the fate of other 
documents sent from this country, altho' no action was taken by the G. L, 
It is not for the purpose of asking your Lordship's attention to the foregoing; 
but to request you will refer to page 1066 of that Supplementary No., and 
peruse a letter signed Al. Furnell, P. G. M. of North Munster," that I have 
made this addition to my already lengthy letter. I will take the liberty of 
placing an extract on this sheet, premising that the entire letter is devoted to 
the explanation of the course pursued by the G. L. of Ireland, and her reasons 
for recognizing the Independent G. L. of Canada.*' Brother Furnell writes 
as follows: 

" Laying aside all feelings of disappointment or pique, the G. L. of Ire- 
land approached the discussion of the question with a very calm, dignified 
and unprejudicial spirit. Its first step was to communicate with the G, L. of 
England and Scotland, asking what decisions had been given upon the subject. 
After waiting for a reply until it could not, in common courtesy, longer delay 
its answer to the Canadian declaration, the G. L. of Ireland was oblig<*,d to 
set about making up its mind on the matter, without knowing how the G. L.^s 
of England and Scotland had acted, or would act. We had sought the aid oi 
their opinions, but had never deemed ourselves incompetent to draw our own 
cf^nclusions, — a difficult task, perhaps; but we did not shrink from it.'* 

After pointing to the formation in 1717 of the G. L. of England as one 
precedent — and herself, and other G. L.'s as all having been established by the 
suffrages of the very bodies they were to rule. Brother Furnell proceeds to say: 
We also could not but feel that the Canadian lodges ought best to know 
their own wants and their own resources; and that if the moment had arrived 
when they had attained strength and maturity to support themselves, it was an 
idle and childish attempt to keep them in a state of pupilage and dependence." 
Again : — 

'* We therefore resolved to accede to the prooosition of our brethren, — 
because it was both reasonable, and, as we deemed, consistent with usage, so 
far as usage existed to guide us/' 

And lastly: — 
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" The measure was not taken by the G, L. of Ireland without the cordial 
assent of its G. the Duke of Leinster, who had carefully considered the 

question before it was submitted to the G. L. by his deputy G. M., and fully 
concurred in the decision." 

My Lord, I have added this postscript because, at page 10, I have called 
your attention to Ireland. The prompt action of the G. L. there, as showhi 
abc ve, contrasts forcibly with the supineness of England, and the circumlocu- 
tion evinced by the latter throughout. 

T. D. HARINGTON. 

This letter was a masterpiece of argument. It was a reviewal 
which should have carried with it the conviction, beyond dovibt, of 
the absolute rights of the Canadian Craft. 

The correspondence of the M. W, the Grand Master of England, 
with R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington was so important that the latter 
felt that the opinion of the highest authority in England on the matter 
of Craft independence in Canada should be made known to the fra- 
ternity at large, and not reserved alone for the printed proceedings 
of Grand bodies, where it would be buried out of sight. The R. W. 
Brother, therefore, circulated this letter to the Craft: 

To the Aritient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of 
Canada: \ 

M^^ Brethren, 

I have received a communication from the M. W. Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of England, which he recommends for my and your considera- 
tion, and to which I have deemed it a duty to reply. 

W ith a view of disseminating throughout the province Lord Zetland's 
ideas vipon the important question of Masonic independence therein, — of point- 
ing out where and m what way, in my opinion, we are neither fairly nor justly 
treated, — and also of endeavouring to bring about, what we must all wish for, 
a firmly cemented union of the fraternity under one Grand Lodge of Canada, 
I have taken upon myself thus to circulate amongst you His Lordship's letter 
and my reply. 

I trust that you will not look upon this as a presumption on my part; but 
believe that I am actuated by a most earnest desire to have all existing difr 
fercnces of opinion and causes of antagonism removed and consigned to their 
proper oblivion. To many of you I am personally known. 

We must, if our Order is to thrive here, form one united body. It is an 
undeniable truth, that there is a certain amount of any thing but brotherly 
feeling now agitating us; and unless we are very careful, and do not, with all 
our hearts, study, and strive to bear and forbear/' the spark will burst into 
a llame I do hope that we may all labour together, — remembering the rich 
and varied lessons inculcated by our institution, and especially the principal 
step of our Masonic ladder — charity! 

I remain, your faithful .Brother, 

T. DOUGLAS HARINGTON. 

Toronto, 21st February, 1858. 

The reply to the letter of Bro. Harington, dated 1st February, 
1858, was brief and non-committal. The mature deliberation does 
not seem to have extended beyond a perusal of an article on the con- 
stitution. The letter read: 

Freemasons* Hall (London), 

T2th March, 1858. 

R Sir rnd Brother, 

I am commanded by the M. W. Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the ist February, and to inform 
vcu, that His Lordship having given the whole subject his mature deliberation. 
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does not observe any grounds or any new circumstance alleged, which induce 
him to I alter his expressed opinion. 

1 am to inform you that the view you appear to take of the surrender of 
warrants is not, in his Lordship's opinion, borne out by the Book of Constitu- 
tions — See Art. 29. Page 65 — Ed. 1855. 

In reference to your quotations from the Freemasons' Magazine, I am to 
state that that publication appears to be held in much higher estimation , in the 
colonies than it has been here. That it /possesses no authority beyond the 
permission to pubhsh (on the responsibility of its editor for accuracy) an 
account of the proceedings of Grand Lodge. 

I have the honor to be, 

R. W. Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally 
WM. GRAY CLARKE, G. S. 

T. Douglas Harington, Esq., etc., etc., etc., 

Toronto, Canada. 

A couple of weeks had scarcely elapsed when R. \Y. Bro. Har- 
ington was before the fraternity in Canada with a third letter, in which 
he referred to his conimvinications from Kngland, and their unsatis- 
factory character. He was anxious that the Craft should be fully 
informed, so that the representatives of the two Grand Lodges might 
be able to freely express themselves when the hour for decision ar- 
rived. He alluded to the fact that the rulers of both sections of the 
Craft were desirous for union, and, knowing this, he had done all 
that he could, even to the preparation of the ceremony when the re- 
sult would be accomplished. Bro. Harington wrote: 

Toronto, 3ist April, 1858. 

TO THE ANTIENT AND HONORABLE FRATERNITY OF FREE 
AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF CANADA. 

My Brethren. 

Three is a true Masonic number, and I venture therefore, for a third 
time, to address you and svibmit for consideration another pamphlet having 
reference to the union of the Craft throughout Canada. It is an old homely 
saying that the third time is never hke the rest, and our cheerful brother, 
Rory O'More! declares, that there's luck in odd numbers. I designate him 
a brother — first, because of his evident warm and cordial spirit, and secondly^ 
because he was an ardent admirer of that excellent portion of creation formed, 
a poet Freemason wrrites, after nature had tried her prentice hand on man. 

You will perceive that I have again written to the M. W. Grand Master 
of England in reply to a very brief and vinsatisfactory communication received 
from the Grand Secretary, who appears determined not to understand Canada, 
and I hope that what I have said will meet with the same approval as, I am 
happy to be told, my first letter did. I take the liberty, and can only plead 
my anxiety as a Freemason for so doing, of circulating also certain Articles 
of Agreement, which I think are calculated to bring about our union, and 
enable us to form but one community of Freemasons in and throughout this 
province. I do not seek to bind you down, my bi-ethren, to my ideas; but 
submit them, after having thoroughly and anxiously reflected upon the subject, 
in order that you may have something tangible before your eyes, and calmly, 
considerately, but speedily discuss, and improve upon them, so that we may 
all agree in the end. My suggestions of course are simply those of an in- 
dividual, and such as they are I hope they will be canvassed and deliberated 
upon by the Craft at large. 

Pray lose no time, therefore, in doing this, and let each lodge be prepared 
to express its opinions in the Grand Lodge under whose banner it at present 
ranges. All that is otherwise needful is to ' eep in continual reniembiance 
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tlie first grand principle of Freemasonry — Brotherly Love! — and to reflect that 
without union our antient and honorable order must be paralysed in this im- 
portant province; whereas union will enable us at once to assume our proper 
position amongst the other Masonic nations of the earth. No amount of 
extraneous ofiicial impediments can withstand our united pressure, and our 
mother Grand Lodges on the other side of the Atlantic will eventually acknow- 
ledge, that, altho' we are too old to be kept in leading strings, our antient 
attachment, which must be ever due to s them, has not been blotted out, and 
mutual interchanges of good will result, to the contentment of all parties 
concerned, and the prosperity of Freemasonry! 

I have been favored with letters from various brethren, including M. W. 
Brother Wilson, G. M., and R. W. Brother Ridout, D. G. M., expressive of a 
feverish desire, I may call it, for union, and I need only refer, for corrobora- 
tive testimony to the prevalence of this true Masonic feeling, to the proceedings 
of the 13th instant in this city, when I think, the greatest number of brethren 
assembled together in Canada, at one time and under one roof, met to assist 
in the dedication of the noble hall set apart for Masonic purposes. Repre- 
sentatives of lodges hailing from various Grand bodies cordially united on 
that auspicious occasion in giving vent to their brotherly feelings, and no 
one then present, and afterwards partakers of the hospitality of St. Andrew's 
lodge, can well forget the forcible words that fell from the lips of its Worship- 
ful Master, Brother Cumberland, and the Right Worshipful Brother Allen, or 
the cheers that welcomed and ratified the ^Masonic language of each. I think 
that most kindly gathering contributed largely to future unanimity, and I only 
regret that it was not a meeting of the entire Craft. However, such an as- 
semblage will take place I doubt not. We have only to resolve to bear and 
forbear — give and take, and let bygones be bygones; and in sanguine anticipa- 
tion, I submit a short programme of a ceremony for the incorporation and 
consolidation of the fraternity under one Grand Lodge of Canada, and may 
the cup of brotherly love which I have there introduced, be soon on its passage 
round, and may the G. A. O. T. U. spare us all to assist in draining it! 

I remain, Brethren, yours fraternally, 

T. DOUGLAS HARINGTON, 

Past P. G. M., etc. 

IN THE NAME OF T, G. A, O. T. U 

. for themselves, and on behalf of THE GRAND 

LODGE OF ANCIENT FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF 
CANADA," being thereto constituted and empowered, of the one part; 

AND 

. for themselves, and on behalf of ^* THE ANCIENT 

GRAND LODGE OF CANADA,'' of the same fraternity, being 
thereto constituted and empowered, on the other part; 

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

I. There shall be, from and after the next ensuing, a 

full, perfect and perpetual Union of and between the Grand Lodges of Free 
and Accepted Masons of Canada above described, so as that in all times here- 
after they shall form and constitute one community to be represented in One 
Grand Lodge, to be solemnly formed, constituted and held on the said 
next ensuing, and from thenceforward for ever 


2. There shall be the most perfect unity of oblig^ation, discipline, and 
working of lodges and brethren, so that but one pure and unsullied system, 
according to the genuine landmarks, laws, and traditions of the Craft, shall 
be maintained, upheld and practised throughout Canada, from and after the 
day of the said union, till time shall be no more. 


874 


HISTORV OF FREEMASONRY ITsT CAISTADA. 


3- All proceedings of the Grand Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons 
above described, shall, on the day of the said union, be declared valid, and be 
respectively ratified and confirmed. 


4. On the day of the said union, the Grand Lodges above described shall 
be solemnly proclaimed and declared to be incorporated, and consolidated into 
one community, by the style and title of The Grand Lodge of Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons of Canada,'' — and, to prevent delay, the Senior 
Grand Master present shall, in the first place, be obligated, and shall nominate 
Grand officers pro tempore, that the said incorporated Grand Lodge may be 
formed, and the incorporated Grand Lodge shall be opened forthwith in ample 
form, under the above style and title. The members shall then proceed to 
the election of a Grand Master and Grand officers for the ensuing year, — 
to wit: 

Deputy Grand Master; 

G. S. Warden; 

G. J. Warden; 

G. Chaplain; 

G. Treasurer; 

G. Registrar; 

and 

G. Secretary, or Joint G. Secretaries; 

and also a 

G. Tyler. 

And the Grand Master elect shall then nominate the remaining Grand officers, 
— to wit : 

G. S. Deacon; 

G. J. Deacon; 

G. Supt. of W^orks ; 

G. Director of Ceremonies; 

Asst. do.; 

Asst. G. Secretary; 

G. Sword Bearer; 

G. Organist; 

G. Pursuivant; 

and 

Grand Stewards. 


5. The incorporated Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada " shall be composed of a just and perfect representation of the whole 
Masonic fraternity of Canada, to be defined by the Constitutions of the said 
incorporated Grand Lodge. 


6. All Grand officers and Past Grand officers belonging to the said respec- 
tive Grand Lodges above described on the day of the said union, shall retain 
and hold their rank and privileges in the incorporated Grand Lodge of 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada/' as Past Grand officers. Their 
precedence shall be decided by subseqvient mutual agreement, and shall be 
duly registered; and this shall be the order of precedence in all time to come. 
The Provincial and Past Provincial Grand officers of the Provincial Grand 
Lodges of Montreal and William Henry, and of Quebec and Three-Rivers, 
shall be duly notified of the said union, and shall have the same right of rank 
and order of precedence, provided they declare allegiance to the said incor- 
porated Grand Lodge within after receiving such notice; but after 
tlic expiration of the said , the said Provincial Grand Lodges shall 
not be recognized as lawful and constitutional in Canada. 
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7. The representatives of the several lodges shall sit in the incorporated 
Grand Lodge, under their respective banners, according to seniority, which 
shall be determined by the dates of their original charters. Each lodge shall 
be re-numbered and registered in the books of the incorporated Grand Lodge, 
and this shall for ever be the order and rank of the lodges. 

All existing lodges in Canada, which do not, after having received due 
notice of the union aforesaid, cause themselves to be registered as aforesaid, 
but which shall subsequently become enrolled, shall take rank after all the 
others, notwithstanding the dates of their respective original charters. And 
after the expiration of from the day of the said union, no lodges 

assembling in Canada under charters emanating from any authority other 
than that of the incorporated Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons of Canada/' shall be recognized as lawful and constitutional. 


8. The seal and form of charter of lodges of the incorporated Grand Lodge 
shall be the seal and form of charter now in use by the Grand Lodge of the 
first part to these articles, and known as The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons of Canada/' 


9. The incorporated Grand Lodge being constituted, the first proceeding, 
after solemn prayer, shall be to read and proclaim the Act of Union, as pre- 
viously executed and sealed with the seal aforesaid; after which the same shall 
be solemnly accepted by the fraternity, and deposited in the archives of the 
incorporated Grand Lodge. 


10. The Grand Master and Grand Officers elect, etc., shall, on the day ot 
union, be solemnly installed and invested. 


II. The property of the said Grand Lodges above described shall con- 
stitute one common fund, by which the blessed efTects of Masonic benevolence 
may be the more extensively secured. 


12. A revision shall be made, without delay, of the rules and regulations 
now established and in force in the Grand Lodges above described, and a code 
of laws for the holding of the incorporated Grand Lodge, and generally for 
the whole conduct of the Craft, shall be forthwith prepared, and a new Book 
of Constitutions be composed and printed under the superintendence of the 
Grand Officers, and with the sanction of the Grand Lodge. 


Done at , this day of , A.D. , 

and A.L. 

(Signatures of the First Part.) 
( Do. of the Second Part.) 


Ratified and confirmed in Grand Lodge this day of , 

A.D. and A.L. , and the Seal of th^ 

Incorporated Grand Lodge affixed. 

G. M. 

G. Secy. 


PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF CEREMONY OF UNION AND IN- 
CORPORATION OF THE GRAND LODGES OF CANADA. 

The two Grand Lodges shall be opened in adjoining rooms, and shall 
form processions and enter the hall at the same time. The lodges being pre- 
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viously seated therein, so that the fraternity are completely intermingled. The 
processions to advance to the throne, and open and face each other. Music 
playing a march for the occasion. The two Grand Masters then proceed up 
^"he centre, followed by all in reversed order. The two Grand Masters to seat 
themselves in chairs on each side of the throne, and the other brethren to 
take their respective places on each side also. 


Prayer, by one of the Grand Chaplains. 


The Act of Union to be read by the Director of Ceremonies. 


Proclamation, by the other Grand Chaplain, who shall say: 

Hear Ye! — This is the Act of Union in confirmation of Articles 
solemnly concluded between the Grand Lodges of Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons of Canada; by which they are to be here- 
after and for ever known and acknowledged by the Style and 
Title of * The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons of Canada/ How say you. Brothers, Representatives of the 
said Grand Lodges? Do you accept of, ratify and confirm the 
same? 


Answer. — We do accept of, ratify and confirm the same." 


G. Chaplain. — May the Great Architect of the Universe make the union 
perpetual." 


Answer. — ' So mote it be! " 


G. Dir. of Cers. — Be it known to all men, that the Act of Union between the 
Grand Lodges of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada is 
solemnly signed, sealed, ratified and confirmed, and the said bodies 
are incorporated and consolidated into one, to be from henceforth 
known and acknowledged by the Style and Title of * The Grand Lodge 
of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada,* and may The 
Great Architect of the Universe make their Union perpetual!" 


Answer by all. — Amen! " 


One Grand Lodge to be now constituted, by the senior Grand Master 
being obligated, ascending the throne, and nominating Grand oflFicers pro 
tempore, — and declaring the incorporated Grand Lodge to be open in Ample 
Form, under the above style and title. 


Flection of Grand Master and Grand officers, and nomination of non- 
elective ones by the Grand Master elect — and installation and investiture 
of the same, — with the visual Proclamations, Grand Honors, etc., by the Grand 
Director of Ceremonies. 


Motions — Resolutions — and Notices of Motion. 


Close the Grand Lodge in Ample Form, and with — 
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BANQUET: 

Commence it by passfng round the Cup of Brotherly Love. The Grand 
Master to drink first: 

Peace, — Good-Will, — and Brotherly Love, all over the World!" 
While the cup is passing, the brethren sing: 


Auld Lang Syne 


Cheers — Nine times nine! 

R. W. Bro. Harington never halted by the wayside in his com- 
munications with England. He knew that every step he made weak- 
ened the EngHsh position, and he again reviewed the Grand Secre- 
tary's epistle, criticising the opinions of the Grand Master in a caustic 
but well deserved manner. He wrote: 

Toronto, 14th April, 1858. 

Sir and V. W. Brother, 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your very brief communication of 
Ihe I2th ulto., written by command of the M, W. Grand Master, which I 
have circulated among the brethren for their information, and 1 am constrained 
to believe that its perusal will give rise to a feeling of deep regret, or, it may 
be, to one of a stronger nature. 

When the significancy of the question at issue, and the events that have 
accumulated since its first introduction, are considered, it seems marvellous 
that this important IMasofric province cannot now^ command more than a 
dozen lines, stating that the M. W. Grand Master will not change his mind, 
but leaving the Craft not one bit nearer to a knowledge of what the deliberate 
counsels and feelings of the G. Lodge of England are. 

The M. W. Grand Master is pleased to declare, through you, that having 
given the whole subject his mature consideration, he does not observe any 
grounds or any new circumstances alleged in my letter of the ist February, to 
induce him to alter his expressed opinion. I will leave my letter to speak for 
itself, simply referring to the contents of Br. Beach's communication, and the 
extracts from that of Br. Furnell, showing the recorded opinion of the Duke 
of Leinster, the M. W. Grand Master of Ireland, who had also carefully 
considered the question of the Canadian declaration. 

The ]M. W. Grand Mas'ter, in the second place, states, through you, that, 
in his opinion, my view of the surrender of warrants is not borne out by the 
Book of Constitutions, and you merely refer me back to the clause upon which 
I relied and to which I invited his attention. I am quite content to be con- 
vinced that I am in error, and if the M. W. Grand Master will be iso good 
as to refer to my letter, he will see that he was asked to declare what ought 
to have been done, — that is to say, — the Canadian Craft desired to have a clear 
definition of the constitutional and legal course in regard to the disposal of 
their warrants, etc. Simple opinions only leave matters where they were, 
and it should be remembered that Sir Allan MacNab was severely censured 
about the warrants, without any attempt to enlighten him as to how he should 
have acted. It is not an uncommon remark, that (as people say of Acts of 
Parliament) portions of the English Constitutions of Freemasonry are so 
vaguely expressed, that a coach and horses might be driven through them. 
I know from personal experience the difficulty of interpreting some clauses. 

The M. W. Grand Master, in the third place, states, through you, that the 
Freemasons' Magazine appears to be held in higher estimation in the colonies 
than in London, and that it possesses no authority beyond the permission to 
publish (on the responsibility of its editor for accuracy) an account of the 
proceedings of Grand Lodge. 
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To this I reply, that if we are to be guided by the entire contents of the 
Magazine, it is held in high esteem by the Provinces in Kngland, and is their 
mouth-piece certainly. Should the editor report inaccurately, there is, we must 
l^rcsume, some Grand Lodge officer whose duty it is to correct and call him to 
account, otherwise the Craft at a distance would be misled, and when the re- 
ports remain unchallenged, we are justified in deeming them to be true, and 
such is the case with every quotation or reference to which I took the liberty 
of drawing the attention of the M. W. Grand Master. Surely it is not intended 
that the Magazine is to be a one-sided afTair, and, if not so, that its reports 
are to be repudiated at convenience. Surely it is an anomaly to permit a 
periodical that is said not to be thought w^ell of to publish at all. It is incom- 
prehensible, and certainly affords an additional argument in favor of the 
brethren in the colonies governing themselves, for they then can suffer only 
through their own acts, and with their eyes wide open. 

In my former letter I endeavoured to convince the M. W. Grand Master 
by advancing facts more immediately connected with the general government 
of the Craft. I will now advert to one entirely relating to the great attribute 
of Freemasonry — Charity. — I mean pecuniary relief. I left this topic un- 
touched, because I felt that the brethren would never wish it to be supposed 
that their independent movement could be seriously affected by money con- 
siderations, or originate from any feeling of (to speak plainly) stinginess. 
God forbid! But I introduce it now, on my own responsibility, in justice to 
the Craft here. 

In the first place, then, we read with satisfaction of successful candidates 
for Masonic annuities in Kngland, and we are glad that our unfortunate breth- 
ren are secured from poverty and distress. We read, also, of indigent brethren 
and widows of Freemasons being safely housed in a Masonic Asylum, and 
again we are rejoiced. We read, also, of orphan children of Freemasons being 
educated and provided for, and once again our hearts are gladdened. 

Now, it must be borne in mind that the colonies help to swell the funds 
necessary to secure the above-named blessings; but what chance have they 
in any way of securing to a candidate, whose claims they might urge, a suc- 
cessful result? None. It would be absurd to propose a candidate, for our 
lodges are not represented in Grand Lodge at all. 

In the second place — thousands of emigrants land on our shores, and it 
's no exaggeration to say, that hundreds among them are Freemasons. Many 
require help and encouragement. They get both: and I am glad of this op- 
portunity, knowing, as I do, the warm hearts of my brethren from Quebec 
to the other extremity of Canada, to bear willing testimony to their noble and 
unstinted generosity. 

But — there is no denying the fact, that we send no distress back to Kng- 
land, and consequently we are taxed two-fold. The Grand Lodge of Canada 
would like to emulate her sister of Kngland in her charities, and devote her 
funds towards providing for her own annuitants, indigent brethren, and Ma- 
sonic widows and orphan children. 

I cannot help feeling that it is both hopeless and useless to write again. 
The time has passed for any further begging for recognition. Self-respect 
will not permit it. — The brethren cannot do so. There is a Masonic periodical 
published at Bath, Kngland, called the " Masonic Observer and Grand Lodge 
Chronicle," which has a wide circulation we believe. I cannot resist quoting 
an extract from it, to which I would beg earnest attention, for my impression 
is, that it echoes the sentiments of the brethren here. On the 20tU March last, 
the editor says: — [The underlining of certain words is my doing.] 

It is doubtless vexatious enough to the administration to find that the 
Canadian secession has been accomplished with the most complete and techni- 
cal regularity; with much greater regard for Masonic jurisprudence than was 
evinced by the Vork seceders when they established the Grand Lodge of 
I^ondon. 

That the advisers of the M. W. Grand Master will not at present recom- 
mend the recognition of the Antient Grand Lodge of Canada is not unnatural. 
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though how such a step would violate Masonic Unity, when there is already a 
Masonic Trinity in Her Majesty's dominions, we are quite at a loss to 
conceive. 

That the Canadian Independence will ultimately be acknowledged, we 
have no doubt whatever, believing, as we do, that the Masons in London have 
no right to govern the Masons at Toronto a moment longer than the latter 
like to allow them to do so. 

No recognition will, however, take place till a Union has been effected 
between the two lodges at present acting in opposition to each other in Can- 
ada; and when that has been accomplished, the violation of Masonic Unity by 
independent English Lodges must be discouraged by a rigid refusal on the 
part of the Canadians to hold any intercourse whatever with them/' 

I request you will have the goodness to hand this letter to the M. W. 
Grand Master. His decision under all the circumstances is to be regretted. 
His treatment of a man of Sir Allan MacNab's position, when generally 
known, will probably create a smile. When Sir Allan took the decisive step 
he did, he virtually resigned his office of Provincial Grand Master, and re- 
moved himself, and it only required his formal declaration when in London to 
make his resignation oflficial. For the AL W. Grand Master of England 
therefore to announce that he had removed Sir Allan from the Provincial Grand 
Mastership, when as Grand Masters they met upon an equal footing, would 
appear to have been intended to annoy and irritate. There is no doubt of one 
thing — I took quite as active a part in the movement as Sir Allan MacNab 
did, and therefore, instead of my resignation of a like office as his being 
accepted, as it has been, I ought also to have been removed. Policy alone, 
if no other reasons existed, should have dictated recognition after the action 
of a part of the Masonic Trinity of the Kingdom, as it is styled so felicitously 
in the above extract, and a golden opportunity has passed away. Canada will 
not neglect hers. Union will succeed temporary disintegration, and it remains 
for the future to develop the result. 

I beg to remain. Sir and V. W. Brother, 

T. DOUGLAS HARINGTON, 
Past P. G. M. and Past G. M., Canada, etc. 

V. W. Brother Wm. Gray Clarke, Esq., 

Grand Secretary, etc., etc., etc. 


CHAPTER CXX. 
The Renewal of Negotiations for Union. — The Formal Cox- 

FERENCES PrIOR TO ThAT EvENT, AND THE DECISIONS AR- 
RIVED AT. 

Early in the spring of 1858 overtures were received from R. \V. 
Bro Thos G. Ridout, in a letter to the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lod^e of Canada, for a renewal of the negotiations for union between 
the two bodies; and the suggested articles of union by R. W. Bro. i. 
D Harington were submitted on behalf of the said Ancient Grand 
Lode-e for the consideration of the Grand Lodge of Canada 

The Grand Master thereupon summoned a meeting of the (^rand 
officers, for the purpose of considering the subject, and the followmg 
are the minutes of its proceedings: 
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Minutes of a meeting of committee of officers of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, specially convened by order of the M. W. the Grand Master, held at 
Hamilton, on the 7th and 8th days of May, A.L. 5858. for the purpose of con- 
sidering certain correspondence and suggestions, which had been received on 
the subject of a permanent union of all the lodges in the province under one 
Grand Lodge. 

Present: 

M. W. Bro. William M. Wilson, G, M., presiding. 

R W. Bros. W. C. Stephens, Capt. Thompson Wilson, James Darnell, 
Richard Bull, Thos. B. Harris, John Osborne, Chas. Magill, John R. Holden, 
and V. W. Bros. Rastrick, H. Grouse and H. Grist. 

The M. W. Grand Master submitted for the consideration and opinion of 
the committee, a letter he had received on the 4th inst. from R. W. Bro. T. G. 
Ridout, which enclosed a copy of proposed Articles of Union between the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, submitted for the consideration of the Craft by R. W. 
Bro. T. D. Harington/' which proposal R. W. Bro. T. G. Ridout expressed his 
belief was well adapted to the wants of the Craft under the Ancient Grand 
Lodge," and suggested that if the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada would accept the same as a satisfactory basis upon which to found a 
union, that the sense of the whole Craft under the two jurisdictions should 
be taken as a special meeting of each body, to be summoned for that purpose 
at an early day." 

The committee having read the letter from R. W. Bro. T, G. Ridout, and 
the suggested articles of union, and having likewise read an address to the 
M. W. Grand Lodge of Vermont from M. W. Bro. P. C. Tucker, its Grand 
Master, which appeared in the printed proceedings of that Grand Lodge in 
January last, and also a report to the M. W. Grand Lodge of South Carolina 
by W. Bro. G. Mackey, its Grand Secretary, which appeared in the printed 
proceedings of that Grand Lodge in December last, and also various othor 
documents, and letters relating thereto; and having likewise read letters from 
R. W. Bro. A, Bernard, P. D. G. M.. R. W, Bro. W. B. Simpson, D. D. G. M., 
and R. W. Bro. Kivas Tully, the representative of the Grand Lodge of Ire- 
land, expressive of their opinions on the subject, which were carefully con- 
sidered and discvissed, it was unanimously resolved: 

That the committee are fully aware that the members of the Grand Lodge, 
whilst themselves actuated by a sincere desire for the welfare of the Craft in 
their province, in their action in the organization of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada in 1855, readily concede an equal sincerity of motive to those brethren 
who considered that the proper time had not then arrived for taking the final 
step, which was to sever their connexion with their mother Grand Lodge, 
withottt further efforts being first made to obtain the necessary concessions 
from the Grand Lodge of England for ameliorating the condition of the 
Canadian Craft. 

That the prompt recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada by one of its 
mother Grand Lodges — the Grand Lodge of Ireland — and by nineteen other 
Grand Lodges, affords abundant confirmation of that action having been 
taken in strict conformity with Alasonic law and usage. 

That the desire for union so fraternally expressed, not only in the com- 
munications referred to the consideration of this committee, but also by the 
brethren generallj'-, of itself shows that on that point no diversity of opinion 
exists between the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada and those brethren, 
who at the time did not concur in its formation, and whether the proper time 
for taking such a step had or had not then arrived, which has been confess- 
edly the only point of difference, such doubt has now been removed, and alF 
are agreed that Masonry in Canada should possess its one Grand Lodge. 

The committee, therefore, hail with pleasure, the prospect of an immediate 
union of all the Masons in the provinces under one Grand Lodge, and wouUL 
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therefore, propose that all should now unite, in every respect as if they had 
originally concurred in the organization of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

That the maintenance of the dignity of the Grand Lodge of Canada for 
the future, must be an object of equal interest to all the Canadian fraternity; 
and too much care cannot therefore, be taken to avoid any disrespect or cause 
of offence to those Grand Lodges who have so favorably recognized the 
exertions of the Canadian Craft for the advancement of the Order, and have 
taken such a fraternal interest in their movements. 

That for the consummation of the union with ceremonies befitting the 
auspicious occasion, the day most convenient for all parties be selected, the 
committee suggesting the 14th day of July next; a large proportion of the 
brethren in all parts of the province having been summoned to meet in To- 
ronto on that day, for which they will probably have made their arrangements. 

That the first business of such meeting be to proceed to a new election 
of officers. 

That in order to render the proposed union of the Canadian Craft perfect 
and complete, it is essential that all Provincial Grand Lodges in the country 
should be afforded an opportunity of concurring in this union, so that all 
their Past Provincial Grand officers may at once assume similar rank in the 
Grand Lodge, and that all Canadian lodges may be placed on the Grand Lodge 
register in numerical order according to antiquity; and that for such purpose a 
special meeting of Grand Lodge be called within six months from the date 
of this meeting, for arranging the proposed union. 

The foregoing appears to the committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada 
to form a fair basis for a union of the Craft in Canada; all parties claiming 
for themselves, and according to others, equal sincerity of motive; all agreeing 
in the grand principle of a Grand Lodge of Canada being a matter of present 
and imperative necessity; all being placed in the position of equally concur- 
ring in its formation; and all being alike interested in adopting the course 
best calculated to secure and maintain for the Grand Lodge a position of 
dignity and usefulness. Resolved: 

That the various letters with suggestions for effecting union, referred to 
in the proceedings of this committee, having already been circulated amongst 
all the lodges of the province, the committee consider it proper that the lodges 
should also be placed in possession of the addresses from W. Bro. A. G. 
Mackey and IM. W. Bro. Philip C. Tucker, and any other information that 
will enable them to arrive at a correct conclusion as to the proper means of 
accomplishing the union amongst all the Craft in the province, as proposed by 
the foregoing resolution of the committee; and that the Grand Secretary be 
therefore directed to have the proceedings of the committee printed and cir- 
culated amongst the Craft. 

(A true copy.) Thos. B. Harris, Grand Secretary. 

As will be seen by the records of the Ancient Grand Lodge, the 
minutes of the committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada were taken 
into consideration by the members of the former body ; and being 
deemed satisfactory as the preHminary conditions of the proposed 
union, the Ancient Grand Lodge api^ointed R. W. Bro. T. D. Har- 
ington a delegate to negotiate with the Grand Lodge of Canada, and 
aj^iee on more perfect terms of union. The IVL W. Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada summoned another meeting of its 
Grand officers to consider the propriety of appointing a delegate to 
meet the delegate of the Ancient Grand Lodge, and complete with 
him the final arrangements for the union of the two bodies, and of the 
whole of the Craft in Canada, under one Grand Lodge. 

The committee of Grand officers accordingly met at Hamilton, 
on Friday, the nth day of June, 5858. 
56a 
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Present : 

R- W. Bro, W. C. Stephens, presiding, 

R. W. Bros. Charles Magill, Richard Bull, John Osborne, Thos. B. Harris. 
Capt. Thompson Wilson, William Bellhouse, V. W. Bros. John R. Holden 
and W. Bro. Norman Booth. 

R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens having reported to the committee that the 
Ancient Grand Lodge had adopted a resolution, under seal of that Grand 
Lodge, appointing R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington to negotiate with this Grand 
I-odge and agree on more perfect terms of union: 

It was moved by R. W. Capt. T. Wilson, seconded by W. Bro. W. H. 
Pardey : 

That the committee having heard communications at the hands of R. W. 
Bro. W. C. Stephens, with his explanations of an interview he had with cer- 
tain brethren in Toronto, resolved: 

That R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens be requested on betialf of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada to see R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington. and arrange such a 
formula as he may find expedient to carry out the desired object, and to 
inform the members of this committee of his action at his convenience. 

Thos. B. Harris, Grand Secretary. 

Under the authority of the foregoing resolution, and a similar authority 
from the Ancient Grand Lodge, Bros. T. Harington and W. C. Stephens 

discussed the best means of effecting the great object in view; and after due 
consultation and consideration, agreed on the following as fit and proper terms 
of union between the two bodies, and which are submitted and recommended 
to the adoption of Grand Lodge. 

Proposed Preamble ano Resolutions for finally settling the union of 
THE Craft in Canada: 

Whereas the past condition and future welfare of Freemasonry in Canada 
rendered it absolutely necessary to organize and establish a sovereign Grand 
Lodge, for the reasons and on the basis set forth in various documents from 
time to time circulated, the correctness of which has not been refuted, al- 
though there has existed diversity of opinion as to whether the proper time 
had arrived for severing the connexion with the mother Grand Lodges oi 
Great Britain and Ireland, without further eflforts being first made to obtain 
such necessary concessions as would tend to ameliorate the condition of the 
Canadian Craft; and which diversity of opinion has been suffered to operate 
to the injury of the best interests of Freemasonry in the province, and thereby 
to militate against the advancement of the entire Order, by creating, as it has 
done, antagonistic bodies, claiming separate and independent jurisdictions; by 
causing division amongst the brethren bound together by strong and mutual 
ties; and by interfering here and elsewhere with that unity which is essentially 
a first principle of the landmarks of the ancient institution; 

And whereas, the anxious and generally expressed desire for consummating 
a union of the fraternity under one governing and supreme authority testifies 
that whether the proper time had or had not previously arrived, all are now 
agreed that Canadian Freemasonry should possess its one Grand Lodge; 

And whereas, the maintenance of the dignity of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada for the future, must be an object of equal interest to the entire Cana- 
dian fraternity; 

It is resolved. That an impartial review of all the eventful circumstances 
attending its organization, its priority, its subsej:iuent important proceedings, 
and its recognition by a portion of the British Empire, and by a very large 
proportion of the Grand Lodges of the United States of America, demon- 
strates, that the Grand Lodge of Canada, organized on the loth October, 
1855, and known and recognized as aforesaid, by the style and title of The 
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Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada, shovild l>e 
acknowledged by the entire Canadian Craft, and should be, and is hereby 
declared to be, the Grand Lodge of the fraternity in and throughovit Canada. 

Resolved also, That the diversity of opinion heretofore mentioned, which 
in various ways retarded the union of the fraternity, having given rise, amongst 
other circumstances to be regretted, to the anomaly in Freemasonry of the 
erection in one and the same territory of a second Grand Lodge, styled the 
Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, and exercising jurisdiction over a portion 
of the Canadian Craft; it is necessary for the interests of the institution, and 
in accord with the previous resolution, that the said Ancient Grand Lodge 
of Canada should be dissolved; therefore, the same is now dissolved, its offi- 
cers (as Past Grand officers) and its members and lodges hereby uniting with 
and becoming enrolled, according to their respective rank and seniority, on 
the register of The Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of 
Canada, in every respect as though they had concurred originally in the 
organization of that Lodge; to which they hereby pledge their willing and 
faithful obedience, feeling as all do, that the future prosperity and permanent 
welfare of Freemasonry require unanimity and harmony. 

Resolved also. That a committee, to consist of , be appointed 

for ascertaining and defining the respective rank and precedence of brethren, 
and at lodges, according to the dates of their original warrants or dispensa- 
tions, the said committee to report to an especial communication of Grand 
Lodge, to be convened by the M, W. Grand Master, at six months from this 
date. 

Resolved, also, That warrants under the seal of the Grand Lodge of 
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada, to bear date on this day of 
union, be forthwith prepared for each and every lodge enrolled on the registry 
of The Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada aforesaid, and that the names of 
seven members of each such lodge be furnished, with as little delay as pos- 
sible, to the Grand Secretary, for insertion in such respective warrants; the 
number of each such warrants to be affixed thereto, after receiving the report 
of the committee aforesaid. 

And Resolved also. That all Provincial Grand and Private lodges not at 
present in alliance with The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons of Canada, be notified of these proceedings, and be invited to enroll 
themselves within six months, that they may be accorded their proper rank 
and precedence on the registry of the said Grand Lodge at the Special Com- 
munication before mentioned. 

W. C. Stephens. 

Toronto, July, A D. 1858, A.L. 5858. 

These were the final negotiations which led up to the union 
of the respective organizations. They are alluded to in the proceedings 
of both bodies, and are given here in order to preserve the chrono- 
logical sequence of the various steps taken to effect the fusion. 
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CHAPTBR CXXl. 

A Canajdiax Lodge that Preferred Connection with a Mother 
Lodge in Kngland Rather than Canada. — Sharp Let- 
ters Between the Grand Secretary of Kngland and 
R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, 

The lodges of Canada West that preferred English connection to 
either the Provincial Grand Lodge or the Grand Lodge of Canada 
were few and far between. But one — Corinthian lodge. No. 834, 
Peterboro' — is known to have declared itself on the subject, but, as that 
lodge eventually affiliated at the union of the two Grand Lodges, it is 
not supposed that there could have been in the membership any deep- 
seated objection to either the Provincial, with which it was affiliated, 
or with the Grand Lodge of Canada, which was eager for its affiliation. 
This lodge conveyed its views to Kngland by letter, containing resolu- 
tions, which declared that they did not approve of the memorial of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge to England, and that they were not on the 
roll of the Ancient Grand Lodge, which had been originally the 
Provincial, and that Corinthian lodge had every confidence in the word 
and promises of the Grand Lodge of England. 

The Grand Lodge of England had ample matter for debate as 
long as the Canadian question was at hand. The officials in England 
up to this time were all practically against Canada, but the colony had 
its friends in Grand Lodge. The Masonic press of England was not 
unmindful of the Canadian question, and at least one journal openly 
declared that the Canadians should have fair play, and that the motto 
of Canada for the Canadians " should be not only preached but 
practised. 

At the regular quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge of England 
held on June 2nd, 1858, the Grand Master presiding, the Canadian 
question was referred to as follows: 

On the order for the reading of the minutes, 

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon said: Most Worshipful Grand Master, in 
accordance with an intimation I conveyed to your Lordship, by letter, of my 
intention to ask a question, I shall now proceed to do so in as few words as 
possible. You presented to the last quarterly communication amongst other 
papers, two letters referring to Canadian matters. The first was from the late 
Prov. Grand Master for Quebec, Bro. Harington, resigning his office, and 
the second was your Lordship's answer to that letter, acknowledging the 
receipt of it, and accepting tbe resignation of Bro. Harington. It is cur- 
rently reported that since a further correspondence has taken place on the 
same subject; that there has been a reply from Bro. Harington, dated March 
25th; that the communication has been answered by your Lordship or by the 
Grand Secretary; and that there has been a subsequent reply. My question 
is, whether your Lordship will place these papers before Grand Lodge, to- 
gether with any replies whicli may have been made to them. (Hear, hear.) 

The M. W. Grand Master replied: In the first place I cannot account 
for the fact that I have not received the communication on this subject from 
the noble earl to which he refers, nor did I know anything of it till I arrived at 
Grand Lodge. The question has therefore taken me by surprise, I may find 
the letter when I return home. I can, however, have no hesitation in saying 
that I will lay this correspondence before Grand Lodge. (Applause.) The 
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last communication has only been lately received; it shall be answered soon, 
and the answer shall be laid before you along with the other documents. 
(Applause.) 

'"The Masonic Observer'' of 20th June, 1858, said eciitorially : 

It is by no means improbable that our able and talented Executive have, 
quite unintentionally, conferred a very great benefit upon the Canadians by 
refusing to recognize their declaration of independence. 

Had either of the rival Grand Lodges been acknowledged by the G. M., 
there can be little doubt but that any hope of a union between them must be 
indefinitely postponed- As it is, however, thanks to the stolid red-tapeism of 
our own government, and to the true Masonic feeling evinced by Bro. Har- 
ington, and those who support him, there is every probability that the articles 
of union, which we publish to-day, will be adopted, at any rate, as a basis of 
negotiation; and that at no distant period, we may see the Craft in Canada 
emerge from their temporary estrangement, a powerful and united body. 

" Whenever this most desirable consummation shall have been accomplished, 
our Canadian brethren will be able to congrattilate themselves that the mere 
force of Masonic principle has carried them safely through a period of no 
slight difficulty, and enabled them to weather the shoals and quicksands on 
which we suspect that not a few on this side the Atlantic, fondly hoped they 
would have made shipwreck. 

" To those whose scandalous inattention to just complaints, in the first 
instance, and whose narrow illiberality in the next, provoked, if it did not 
necessitate, the secession of Canada, it will doubtless appear little less than 
miraculovis that a successful issue should be achieved, not only without their 
assistance, but ifr spite of their opposition. 

" Let the Canadians be only true to themselves and their battle is won; 
and if there are any, in either Grand Lodge, who are still tempted to prefer 
a shadow to a substance, and are inclined to stand out for this or that vm- 
important point, let them remember that by so acting they are not only 
perpetuating discord, but are playing the game of the advisers of the G. M. 
here. 

- Upon one point there must be no flinching, and that is msistmg upon 
the submission of all Canadian Masons to the local Grand Lodge; Masonic 

unity to quote the Grand Master's expression— demands this. The number 

of lodges still holding English warrants is very limited, it havmg transpired 
that nearly forty of those enumerated in the calendar have never made a 
return since the day their warrants were granted and are. |^ /^^j^ ^.^^ 
extinct; but be they tew or many, no lodge must be acknowledged that holds 
its w^arrant from England, Scotland or Ireland. 1 • -^i ^ 

- ^ Canada for the Canadians,^ is the principle which must be rigidly ad- 
hered to in practice, and we are glad to see that one of the proposed articles 
of union bea^rs unequivocally upon this Point- 'after ^V^nX^^nTer"^^ 

from the day of the said union, no lodges assembled in Canada, under charters 
emanating f?om any authority other than that of the Incorporated Grand Lodge 
of tanadl shall be recognized as lawful and constitutional. 

At the Quarterlv Communication of Grand Lodge held on 
December istl^ 1858, undet the head of - Recogmtion of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada West : — " 

The Grand Master said: - Brethren, I have a most important motion 
to propose to you, but before doing so I will pause to see if any brother has 

any other name to propose. , ^ j ivr 4. a 

No other nomination being made-the Grand Master said,- 

Brethren the intelligence of the formation of an independent Grand 
Lodge for Canada West, only reached us officially yesterday, too late to be 
l^rd before the Committee of Masters. But so long ago as August last, I 
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instructed the Grand Secretary, in case of any intimation being given of the 
formation of an independent Grand Lodge of Canada West, to give notice that 
I would move in the September Grand Lodge a resolution that the Grand 
Lodge of England should recognize that Grand Lodge. In September I again 
told the Grand Secretary that, in case any such intimation arrived, he would 
consider my directions as still in force for the Grand Lodge in December. 
The Grand Secretary having been in daily expectation, gave the notice in my 
name, though without by knowledge, having reason to think it probable that 
such an intimation would arrive. As it turns out, I am glad he gave that 
notice, because I have been able, though not in the way that I could wisli, 
to move that this Grand Lodge should recognize the Grand Lodge of Canada 
West. I say not in the way that I could wish, because the letter addressed to 
the Grand Secretary with the intention of being communicated to Grand 
Lodge, ha\ing only arrived yesterday, could not be laid before the Board ol 
Masters. Therefore, I consider we are precluded from considering or debating 
that communication; but I consider that, in accordance with the strict letter 
of the law. I am not precluded, notice having been given, from moving that 
this Grand Lodge should recognize the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

'* There are several other matters in this communication froin the Grand 
Secretary of Canada, which, under other circumstances I should have thought 
it necessary to mention; but I am precluded from doing so, because the 
communication itself has not been laid before the Board of Masters. At the 
same time I am convinced that, on the principle ot ' bis dat qui cito dat,' it 
it better that I should at once move the recognition of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada West, leaving those questions which may arise to be debated at a 
future Grand Lodge. 

Brethren, in recognizing the Grand Lodge of Canada, I consider that it 
is absolutely necessary that we should guard the privileges of those lodges in 
a part of Canada, Quebec, Montreal, and St. John's, New Brunswick, which 
have never thrown off their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, and 
which now form a province. We must take care that these lodges are pro- 
tected by us, and that nothing should be done by any other Grand Lodge to 
induce these lodges to withdraw their allegiance from the Grand Lodge of 
England. I am sure that Grand Lodge will agree with me, I will therefore 
simply move the following resolution: — 

That official intimation having been received of the formation of the 
Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons in Canada, this Lodge 
recognizes that body as an independent Grand Lodge, having jurisdiction over 
the province hitherto known as Canada West, and expresses its desire to 
entertain henceforth with it such a cordial and fraternal ititercourse as will 
serve to promote the interests of Masonry in both countries.' " 

Bro. Sir Lucius Curtis, acting Deputy Grand Master, seconded the motion. 
Bro. Dobie, P. G. Reg,, said he thought it too much to ask Grand Lodge 
to come to anything like a decision on the subject at that moment; such haste 
was not consistent with the dignity of the Grand Lodge of England, or with 
the respectability of the Grand Lodge of Canada. He hoped that Grand Lodge 
would consider the point, and let it stand over for further consideration. Let 
them not be guilty of an act of injustice to those who owed allegiance to them, 
Ihe laws of the new Grand Lodge of Canada provided that those who did 
not unite with that Grand Lodge should have no right to enter it at all. He 
wou d Itke the Grand Lodge of Canada recognized as it should be. They 
would be proceeding too rapidly if they did it that night. He would rather 
postpone It till the next Grand Lodge. 

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon: Like the Worshipful Brother who just sat 
crown, 1 intended to have made one or two remarks. Like him, your Lord- 
ship s observations have come upon me with surprise. Like him T can sav 
that, while hearing with perhaps as great satisfaction as any other member of 
t^rand Lodge the announcement which your Lordship has just made— while 
concurring in it as heartily as any one in the room can concur in it. because 
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it has been the course which 1 have all along thought desirable and right, 
and which I have proposed to Grand Lodge, sometimes perhaps with too 
much pertinacity — at the same time I agree with the worthy brother who has 
just sat down, and would respectfully request your lordship to reconsider the 
motion, with the view of bringing it forward at the next quarterly communica- 
tion. Nobody more thoroughly and heartily agrees with the substance of 
that motion than I do; but, for that very reason, I would invest the announce- 
ment with all the deliberation and all the solemnity which it can possibly 
have, and therefore I would earnestly press on your lordship the importance 
of giving formal notice of it now, and bringing it forward at the next quarterly 
communication, that it may be carried, as it deserves to be, with complete and 
entire unanimity. 

" There is one single remark more which I would make, and that is, that I 
trust that the announcement which you have just made may in many respects 
be the close of these differences which have embittered the discussions of the 
last year and a half. I trust that whatever may have been the causes which 
have led to the separation of the Canadian lodges, and no one regrets them 
more than I do — no one has spoken more freely concerning them than I have — 
still, whatever these causes may have been, I trust that, though we may hence- 
forth be separate as bodies, we may in heart be one — having the same common 
object — that we may still be united by ties as strong and as enduring as those 
bonds which unite us socially and politically with the Canadian dependencies 
of the British Crown/' 

Bros. Havers, P. G. S. D. : '"I feel, as every one who is placed in my 
position must feel, a certain degree of difficulty. We have here a proposi- 
tion to recognize the Grand Lodge of Canada, couched in Masonic terms; 
and yet, from the lips of him who has been the chief, the most eloquent advo- 
cate of the claims of Canada, we have an opposition to that motion. 

Most Worshipful Sir, it has been within the knowledge of all the Masons 
of this country, or at least within the knowledge of all those who take an 
interest in its progress, that so far back as July last we were aware of the 
existence of this Grand Lodge, although it was not till yesterday that our 
Grand Secretary received an official intimation of the fact. 

" Shall we ignore all that we have known of their doings? Shall we take no 
notice of all that has been placed before us in print, and in communications 
published by ourselves, with respect to the cordial and fraternal spirit which 
governed these two Grand Lodges in their union, and in the expression of 
their feelings to us? I have never denied the shortcomings of the Grand Lodge 
of England towards the Canadian brethren. Without going a step further 
than what the Grand Master proposes, by recognizing the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, reserving unto himself the mode in that which recognition shall be 
made, — you will do an act worthy of the Grand Lodge of England, and grate- 
ful to the feelings of your Canadian brethren — an act which will serve to 
cement at once and forever that cordiality which happily now exists. You 
do not bind yourself to any specific act further than that which justice de- 
mands at your hands, and you reserve to yourselves the distinct jurisdiction 
over Quebec, Montreal, and St. John's, New Brunswick, giving the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, numbering a hundred lodges, full jurisdiction over Canada 
West, but at the same time reserving most carefully and most explicitly — as we 
are bound as honest men to do — the protection of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land for those lodges which have not thrown off their allegiance to us. I 
entreat Grand Lodge to adopt the Grand Master's resolution; and, on the 
principle 'bis dat qui cito dat,' to hold out cordially the right hand of fellow- 
ship to our Canadian brethren. I would respectfully ask the Grand Master 
to add certain words to his motion, — ' and that such recognition be communi- 
cated in an appropriate manner by the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of England.' " 

Bro. Binckes said that he had not intended to have addressed Grand 
Lodge upon this question, nor should he have done so but for the nncallcd-for 
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observations of the last speaker. If Bro. Havers had heard with surprise what 
had fallen from Lord Carnarvon, with what feeling must Grand Lodge have 
received the speech of Bro. Havers? For himself he was positively astounded. 
No inconsistency could be greater than that of a man recommending the 
adoption of a course the legitimate result of efforts which he (Bro. Binckes ) 
.and those with whom he acted had constantly exerted, but which had on all 
occasions been opposed by Bro. Havers with the whole weight of his mar- 
vellous abilities. 

Bro. Havers: No, no.'* 

Bro. Binckes: Bro. Havers says ' No, no.' Is he determined to question 
all my statements in Grand Lodge? Is my veracity a thing of naught? I 
appeal to your own records for proof of the correctness of my statement, 
which I maintain is in every respect consistent with fact. (No, no.) Pre- 
cipitancy may have been justifiable in those who had uniformly advocated 
the rights of the Canadian brethren, , and who had pressed their grievances 
with a view to their remedy, but it was another thing with those who had as 
uniformly ignored them, and who now proposed concession only because it 
was unavoidable. There was no one more anxious than himself for the 
recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada, but he did wish that so important 
an act should be performed with due deliberation, and invested with all the 
dignity and solemnity of which he was susceptible. He sincerely trusted that 
they might long maintain amicable relations with that body, destined as he 
believed it was to become one of the brightest stars in the Masonic firmament/* 
Bro. Gregory: " Most WorshipfttI Sir, as an independent member of 
Grand Lodge, I cannot help expressing my astonishment that those who have 
hitherto advocated the claims of the Canadian brethren, should now resist a 
proposition so graceful and so noble as that which has proceeded from your 
lordship. It is not for us to go back to the past history of Grand Lodge, or 
to past disagreements. We ought to endeavor to heal all by-gone animosi- 
ties. In all that has been urged against your lordship's motion, I have been 
unable to discover any practical reason why it should not be carried. It has 
been urged that the interests of the lodges which still remain faithful to the 
Grand Lodge of England will be prejudiced by precipitancy; but I cannot 
admit that for a single moment. 

Most Worshipful Sir, I feel sure that, being in possession of all the facts, 
you would not bring forward the motion which you have brought forward 
to-night, unless you were confident that the interests of those whom you 
have to defend were properly secured. I entirely approve of the addition 
which Bro. Havers proposes to make to the motion. I am at a loss to ac- 
count for the opposition to this motion, which is now raised by those who 
for months and years have been contending for this very thing, when as yet 
the time was not ripe for its performance. You had announced that you 
would be ready, so soon as itnity was restored in Canada, to hold out the 
right hand of fellowship to the United Grand Lodge of Canada. Now, we 
have before us, this evening, no new facts. We have simply the * official ' 
notification of that which has been long known. Why then should we wait 
for more * solemn ' deliberation? I demand some reason. 

As to the charge made against Bro. Havers, that brother has never 
opposed the recognition of Canada, though he has seen difficulties in the way 
of it. Look at the inconsistency of those brethren who place themselves in 
systematic opposition in this Grand Lodge. Why, the ' fidus Achates ' of the 
noble lord who places himself at the head of those brethren, has, this very 
night upon the notice paper, substantially, and almost verbally, the same as 
your lordship's motion which he is opposing. Now suppose. Most Worshipful 
Sir, that you had not brought for\vard this motion which you have intro- 
duced this evening, I want to know whether Bro. Portal really would have 
brought forward the motion which stands on the paper in his name? 

My lord, it is time that these dissensions should cease from among us. 
It is time that Grand Lodge should decide whether it will have and obey a 
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head and chief, or whether its peace shall be continually and pertinaciously 
disturbed. In the name of that fraternal good will which ought to characterize 
all our proceedings, I pray Grand Lodge to support your lordship in the 
motion now under consideration/* 

Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal said that the phrase used by the enthusiastic 
brother behind him (Bro. Gregory) was none the less offensive to those who 
knew the Latin language, because it was expressed in that tongue. What the 
Karl of Carnarvon had said was, not that he was opposed to the recognition 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada, but that he was, under the circumstances, 
opposed to its being recognized on the present occasion. As to the motto bis 
dat qui cito dat,'' Avhich had been quoted, there was a great difference between 
habitually travelling by a goods train and embarking all at once on a runaway 
engine. The question ought not to be decided till the documents were before 
Grand Lodge. He did not know what there might be in the Grand Secretary's 
desk, or in the pocket of the Grand Master's confidential adviser — fidus 
Achates," if he would not think the term offensive. He could see no cause for 
this mighty bustle all at once, and should move as an amendment, ' That this 
Grand Lodge declines the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada till it 
has further information and an opportunity for more mature deliberation.'* 

Bro. Hearne seconded the amendment. 

Bro. Slight opposed it. It was beside the question to say that they waited 
for those papers. All they waited for was the official intimation, which the 
Grand Lodge had informed them was received yesterday. Some brethren 
had spoken of being astonished " ; he had been astonished ' to find opposi- 
tion to a motion like this. He had expected that it would have been carried 
unanimously. He felt sure that the Canadian Brethren would be astonished 
to find their recognition opposed by brethren who had for years expressed 
themselves anxious that such a recognition should take place. Bro. Portal 
had said that this was not the proper time for the recognition, and yet he had 
the following motion on the paper for that evening: That in the opinion of 
this Grand Lodge, the interests of Masonry will be best promoted by the 
recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and that it respectfully requests 
the Most Worshipful Grand Master to take the necessary steps for establishing 
Masonic relations with the body." 

Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal: It does not say 'immediate' recognition.'* 

A Voice: That's a quibble." (Laughter.) 

Bro. Slight: The Grand Master asks no more than Bro. Portal asks, 
in the motion which he has deliberately placed on the paper.'' 

Bro. Whitmore condemned the unseemly haste with which a step was now 
proposed to be taken, which Bro. Portal, in common with others, admitted to 
be desirable. He wanted to hold out the right hand of fellowship, and not 
the left hand. 

Bro. Savage agreed with the statement of the last speaker, but disputed 
his deductions. He agreed that they should hold out the right hand of fellow- 
ship and not the left hand, but he thought it would be holding the right 
hand if they recognized the Grand Lodge of Canada at once; but that it 
would be only holding out the left hand if they put it off any longer. In fact 
it would not only be holding out the left hand, but it would be giving the cold 
shoulder. 

Bro. Gole asked how they could afterwards secure the rights of lodges 
adhering to the Grand Lodge of England, after the unconditional recognition 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada? 

The Grand Master: Brethren, I shall first reply to the question which 
has just been put to me, as to how we are to deal with and secure the rights 
and privileges of those lodges who still act under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge of England, if we at once and unconditionally recognize the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. I ask how are we to secure those privileges if we do not 
recognize that Grand Lodge? If a government does not recognize the exist- 
ence of a new government in a foreign country, how can it send a diplomatic 
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agent to that foreign country? I am placed in a difficult and painful position. 
I have brought forward this motion after giving it my best consideration. I 
think I was right in doing so. I hope I shall have the support of Grand Lodge. 
My great object will be very much marred if, when Grand Lodge goes to a 
division on the subject, there should be any considerable minority. They 
would cause the recognition to go out to Canada with a very bad grace, and 
it would not be likely to be well received. It has been stated that I have been 
hostile to the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada. That is not the fact. 
Quite the contrary. I have considered it necessary to do all in my power to 
preserve the dignity of the Grand Lodge of England. (Applause.) But wHen 
Bro. Portal says that I have been going on for four years in antagonism (or 
some equivalent phrase) to the Grand Lodge of Canada, I deny that statement 
utterly. 

Some months since great concessions were made to the Prov. Grand 
Lodge of Canada, and those concessions satisfied the Canadians — but they 
came too late. I acknowledge that there had been faults on the part of the 
executive of the Grand Lodge of England, which I did not wish to palliate; 
I also stated that I thought there were faults on the part of the Canadians; 
but I should let bygones be bygones. I was bound to do nothing to induce 
Canada to declare its independence, but I always stated privately that when 
they did declare themselves independent they should at once be recognized. 
I said that if they thought it to be their advantage to govern themselves, in 
God's name let them do so. As I wish to acknowledge the Grand Lodge of 
Canada with a good grace, I hope the amendment will be withdrawn. I 
pledge myself to do all that I can, and I hope Grand Lodge will assist me in 
carrying out this resolution in a manner agreeable to the Canadians, and with 
due regard to the Lodges which act with us. I hope the amendment will be 
withdrawn, and that the thing will be done gracefully. 

When I gave notice of this motion, I had not seen the motion which now 
stands on the paper in the name of Bro. Portal. I cannot see much difference 
between my motion and his. If I had not brought forward my motion would 
the worthy brother has brought forward his? I really cannot see how he could 
have backed out of it. Nor can I see if he was really to have brought for- 
ward that motion, why he should not support mine. I do not accuse the 
brother of party motives, or of factious action — but might I not with some 
justice think that there was a party move here? Because the Grand Master 
brings forward a motion, a brother, who had given notice of nearly the same 
motion, opposes it, without giving, in my opinion, the least reason for doing 
so. I do not wish or intend to say anything disagreeable to any brother, but 
1 cannot help adverting to this. Now brethren T hope you will support the 
motion, and let it go forth to Canada as the simultaneous act of Grand Lodge/' 
(Applause.) 

The amendment was then withdrawn, and the Grand Master's resolution 
was agreed to amidst loud cheering. 

Bro. Havers then moved that the M. W. Grand Master be respectfully 
solicited by Grand Lodge to communicate to the Grand Lodge of Canada West, 
the resolution to which Grand Lodge had come upon the question. 

Bro. Whitmore having seconded the motion, it was ui^animously agreed to. 

The M, W. Grand Master assured Grand Lodge that it was his most 
anxious desire to carry out the resolution to which they had arrived, and 
that he would take all necessary steps to preserve the privileges of those lodges 
which had remained firm in their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England. 

Notwithstanding the apparent courtesy which marked some of the 
communications between the Grand officers of Kngland and Canada, 
until within a month of the union of the Canadian Grand Lodges, there 
was a strong undercurrent of friction which was scarcely characteristic 
of those who controlled the mother Grand Lodge at London. 

The Canadians had a grievance for thirty years at least, borne 
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patiently with the hope that the day would soon arrive when the chain 
of fraternity which was becoming yearly one in name only would be 
severed, so that the Canadian Craft should be free to work out their 
own salvation and become a sovereign jurisdiction. 

As we have seen by the previous correspondence Bro. Harington 
had severed his connection with the (irand Lodge of Kngland. The 
reading of his letter did not improve the opinion that the Grand Master 
and Grand Secretary of England had formed of the Canadian who had 
frankly ventured to state, not only his own position, but that of the 
Canadian Craft. 

Bro, Harington had written in May and the next month brought 
the following reply: 

Freemasons' Hall, London, loth Jttne, i8=;8. 

R. W, Sir and Brother: 

" I have laid before the M. W. the Grand Master your letter received in 
May, and have taken his lordship's instructions thereon. In reply, I have to 
point out to you, that your first courteous and Masonic communication received 
from the M. W. Grand Master a carefully-considered and deHberate reply. 
Not satisfied with that reply, you forwarded a very lengthy communication, 
in which you sought to controvert the judgment of the Grand Master; in 
which you introduce passages from magazines, which were couched in objec- 
tionable and offensive terms; and in which you referred to authorities un- 
known and unrecognized here; but in which you alleged no new facts, which 
either required notice or could justify the M. W. Grand Master in altering 
his expressed opinion. 

In your present letter, containing a series of errors and misconceptions, 
which are almost inexplicable, you complain ' that the Province of Canada 
West cannot now command more than a dozen lodges.' 

" Permit me to point out to you that since, by your own voluntary act, 
3'ou have severed yourself from the Province of Canada West, you have no 
claim or title to represent its interests as a part of the Grand Lodge, or, in 
such capatity, to demand even a reply; that the lodges and brethren who now 
form that province do command and do receive every attention and every sup- 
port, from the Grand Master and the Grand I^odge, which brethren under 
their circumstances so well deserve; and that frequent and important com- 
munications are received from and made to them, the former not unfrequently 
containing grievous complaints of their having been kept in the dark by their 
former officials in Canada, and especially of the communication of the M. W. 
Grand Master of March, 1857, IVaving been suppressed or withheld from their 
knowledge until after they had been induced to surrender their warrants. 

You have made your choice, whether you would represent a province 
holding under the Grand Lodge of England, or that of an independent and 
separate body. You cannot claim to be regarded in both capacities; and when 
you ask how you could legally throw off your allegiance, you cannot seriously 
expect that anyone could point out to you where, in the Book of Constitution, 
a law is to be found which would justify brethren in placing themselves above 
the law. 

You appear to be still in error with regard to certain Masonic publica- 
tions. I have to repeat that the only authority possessed by them is the per- 
mission to publish certain reports of the proceedings of Grand Lodge, upon 
the responsibility of the publisher as to their accuracy; they are the private 
speculations of indi\'iduals : they are under no control; and it is imagined that 
a very slight examination of their contents would be sufficient to show that 
neither the Grand Master nor the Executive are responsible for, or are repre- 
sented in, any of the articles which they contain. 

'* It was observed with pain, that in your letter of the first of February, 
you expressed an opinion that the Grand T^odge of England was guided in 
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its dealings with its Canadiait brethren by mercenary considerations; and 
you now refer to the subject again in more particular terms, in the following 
words: ' In the lirst place, then, we read with satisfaction of successful 
candidates for Masonic annuities in Kngland, and we are glad that our un- 
fortunate brethren are secured from poverty and distress. We also read of 
indigent brethren and widows of Freemasons being safely housed in Masonic 
Asylums and again we are rejoiced. We read, also, of orphan children of 
Freemasons being educated and provided for, and once again are our hearts 
gladdened. Now, it must be borne in mind, that the colonies help to swell 
the funds necessary to secure the above-named blessings; but w^hat chance have 
they in any way of securing to a candidate, whose claims the3' might urge, a 
successful result? None. It would be absurd to propose a candidate, for our 
lodges are not represented in Grand Lodge at all. In the second place, thou- 
sands of emigrants land on our shores, and it is no exaggeration to say that 
hundreds among them are Freemasons. Many require help and encourage- 
ment. They get both. But there is no denying the fact that we send no dis- 
tress back to England and consequently we are taxed two-fold/ 

Upon the latter part of this statement I would first remark, that w^hilst 
I admit the probability of the assertion that many hundreds of emigrants 
apply for relief to Canadian lodges, and are treated there with a kindness and 
generosity honorable and becoming to our Canadian brethren, I have 
strong grounds to believe that applications from English Masons are exceed- 
ingly rare; and I have further to remark, that you are in serious error when 
3''Ou assert that you are taxed two-fold, inasmuch as the Canadian lodges do 
not and are not required, to contribute to the fund of benevolence, to which 
fund every Mason in the country is compelled to subscribe, and from which 
Masons of all countries are eligible to receive and do receive relief in their 
distress. 

As regards the charities of this country, and your assertion that the 
colonies lielp to swell the funds by which their blessings ai e secured, permit 
me to inform you that with the exception of an annual sum of .^150 each granted 
by the Grand Lodge to the Boys' and Girls* Schools, there is no fund, to which 
the colonies contribute, by which these charities are maintained. 

" Their freeholds, their noble buildings, and their funded property, were 
acquired through the liberality of individual lodges and Masons, and as they 
were established, so are they maintained — an honor and a credit to the Order- 
by the generosity of individuals. As the result of the spontaneous liberality 
of the brethren, they are justly under the control — not of Grand Lodge— 
which has no power to interfere in their management — but of the individual 
governors and subscribers who have established them, and who receive as 
eligible for admittance all who comply with the regulations laid down for 
their government: and I am quite ^ure that such regulations complied with 
the respective committees cheerfully welcome to the benefits of their charities 
any distressed Canadian Mason, his widow^ or his child. 

" The evident error and misconception under which you labor, and the 
circulation which you have given to such erroneous statements by printing 
and publishing your letters, even before thev have reached the hands of the 
Grand Master, compel me, though unwillingly, to draw your attention to the 
tacts; and, m justice to the brotherhood here— who are held up to reprobation 
as being actuated by selfish motives— to add, that although some small con- 
tributions (in the whole not amounting to £io> have been received from other 
provinces in Canada, that from all the individual Masons, and from all the 
lodges in Canada West, there has never been received one farthing in aid of 
the Masonic charities of this country. 

" If it were necessary to advance any further refutation of the statement 
that mercenary motives have guided the Grand Lodge of England, or have 
weighed with her in endeavoring to remedy past difficulties, and still to main- 
tain a Masonic union between Canada and the mother country, it would onlv 
be necessary to say that, out of sixty-three lodges registered in the books o'f 
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the Grand Lodge of England as existing in Canada, a majority have never 
made any return or contributed in any way to its funds, since their warrants 
were granted, and of these the warrants even of many were granted without 
the payment of fees. And I may add, that looking to the gross total of all 
moneys received from Canada West by the Grand Lodge of England, the 
amount is so inconsiderable as not to deserve notice; and it would not be 
difficult to name many London lodges, the contributions of any one of which 
to Grand Lodge and its charities, during the past ten years only, would very 
much exceed the total receipts from all the lodges in Canada West,, from the 
period of their formation to the present moment. 

With these facts before you, I think you will feel some regret at having 
hazarded so rash and so ungenerous an assertion, calculated not alone to 
mislead your Canadian brethren, but to wound the feelings and impugn the 
liberality of the brethren here. 

Lastly, I have only to remark, that had Sir Allan MacNab resigned his 
appointment (as you did) on the severance of his allegiance in September 
last; or had he, during his lengthened stay in London, taken the opportunity 
of doing so: the M. W. Grand Master would have been spared the disagreeable 
necessity of superseding him in the February following. 

I have the honor to be. R. W. Sir and Brother, 

• Yours fraternally, 

Wm. Gray Clarke, G. S. 

' T. Douglas Harington, Esq., etc., etc., etc. 
Toronto." 

This letter from the Grand Secretarj^ of England brought a reply 
from W. Bro. Harington. Every point made by the English 

official was refuted, and the argviments in lavor of the Canadian case 
again deftly handled. Bro. Harington wrote: 

Toronto, Canada, loth July, 1858. 

V. W. Sir and Brother, 

I beg to acknowledge your letter of the loth ult., written under instruc- 
tions from the M, W, Grand Master. On the 14th inst. the two Grand Lodges, 
now exercising separate jurisdictions in this province, will meet for the pur- 
pose of consummating the union of the Canadian Craft under one supreme 
authority; and there is happily every prospect that this most desirable event 
will then take place. As your letter affects the character of the fraternity 
throughout this extensive territory very materially, I feel it to be my duty 
to move that it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, in 
order that its various items may receive due consideration, and be reported 
upon to Grand Lodge. 

''Your assertion startled me, and I think it will astonish others, viz: 
* that out of sixty-three lodges registered in the books of the Grand Lodge 
of England as existing in Canada West, a majority have never made any 
return or contributed in any way to its funds, since their warrants were 
granted, and of these the warrants of many were granted without the payment 
of fees'; and that * from all the individual Masons, and from all the lodges in 
Canada West, there has never been received one farthing in aid of the 
Masonic charities of this country.' The passages are underlined by you. 

As regards myself — for your letter is very personal, and you will pardon 
my adding, that it bears prima facie " evidence of its being intended princi- 
pally to evoke the sympathy of the English provincial lodges, who have for 
some time past evinced their dissatisfaction with the management of Masonic 
affairs at headquarters, as evidenced by the periodicals so greatly decried 
by you — I feel it necessary to state: 

ist. That I quoted passages from the Magazine, because the M. W, 
Grand Master asserted that what has occurred in Canada arose from dissen- 
sions among ourselves, and not particularly from neglect in England; and I 
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wished to bring prominently to his notice, that (if for no other reasons) we 
were justified in claiming the right of independent government by that very 
dissatisfaction of brethren, who from their proximity to the fountain head 
could hardly fall into error as to the necessity of some great radical change 
in Masonic affairs and government. 

" 2nd. I published my correspondence by request of the brethren here, 
and I acquainted the M. W. Grand Master of my intention to do so, in order 
that they might understand and have knowledge of all that is taking place, 
inasmuch as the M. W, Grand Master had propounded the doctrine that when 
documents were addressed to him. Grand Lodge had nothing to do with them 
— a doctrine that the Craft at this distance never could contemplate, and cer- 
tainly would not subscribe to. I will add that this decision of his influenced 
me in resigning my appointment of Provincial Grand Master. The Book of 
Constitutions declares that ' In the Grand Lodge alone resides the power of 
enacting laws and regulations for the government of the Craft,/ etc. 

*' 3rd. The Canadian Craft desired the deliberate decision of the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland — not the opinion of the Grand Master. 

4th. The M. W. Grand Master's letter of March, 1857, was not sup- 
pressed, but is printed at length in the published proceedings, a copy of which 
I transmitted to you with my resignation of of¥ice, and its tenor was known 
to the brethren at the time they confirmed the concluding sentence of their 
memorial, in which they state that the time for concessions had passed^ and 
nothing but absolute independent government would satisfy their wants and 
condition. 

5th. I deny that my letter of 14th April last contains a series of errors 
and misconceptions. I did not say * that the province of Canada West cannot 
command more than a dozen lodges,' but that * this important province,' etc., 
meaning Canada. There is no Grand Lodge of Canada West, 

** 6th. I have not severed myself from Canada West. On the contrary, 
I never was so closely connected with it as at this moment, and such is the 
gratifying confidence reposed in me and my motives that I was deputed to 
arrange for the union of the craft on the part of the Ancient Grand Lodge of 
Canada, and have reason to believe that my appointment has given satisfaction 
to the fraternity generally. 

" 7th. Merenary motives have never been imputed to the Grand Lodge of 
Kngland in its dealings with Canadian brethren. I have stated that money 
and obedience have been the principal results derived from their connection 
therewith; but it was well-known that I alluded to the indifference that com- 
munications met with at the hands of the Executive (your own office, I should 
say) unless they contained remittances. 

'* 8th. I am not ignorant of the generosity of English Freemasons, nor of 
the establishment of their magnificent charities, their maintenance, etc. You 
are not better informed on the subject than we are on this side of the Atlantic, 
and yet I must take the liberty of reiterating that the colonies are taxed two- 
fold. They transmit funds to you, and send no distress to the old country, 
although such reaches them. ^Vhen we speak of England here, we mean the 
British kingdom. 

" 9th. Nothing that has been written can be properly tortured into 'the 
brotherhood in England being held up to reprobation as being actuated by 
selfish motives,' as your letter states; but allow us to look on the other side 
of the picture, and ask you if the M. W. Grand Master instructed you to write 
and to convey emphasis by underlining your words, ' that, looking to the gross 
total of all moneys received from Canada West by the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, the amount is so inconsiderable as not to deserve notice, and it would 
not be difficult to name many London lodges, the contributions of any one of 
which to Grand Lodge and its charities, during the past ten years only, would 
very much exceed the total receipts from all the lodges in Canada West from 
the period of their formation to the present moment.' You have lost sight 
of the emigration from the old country to these shores; and I beg to state, 
from personal knowledge and experience, that the necessitous emigrant breth- 
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ren from England have been pretty equal in number to those from other por- 
tions of the empire. If you will be so good as to refer to the M. W. Grand 
Master's letter of March, 1857, you will there see that the reduction of fees 
was one of his proposed concessions; and I only alluded at all to money 
matters in justice to the Canadian fraternity, who have attached little or no 
importance thereto, when asserting their claims to self-government. 

Finally, I feel no such regret as you hint at, because I have not ' hazarded 
any rash and ungenerous assertions, calculated not alone to mislead my Cana- 
dian breth ren, but to wound the feelings and impugn the liberality of the 
brethren in England/ I would do neither, if I could; and it is a comfort to 
me to be able to annoimce, that I have received the thanks of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Quebec since my resignation, accompanied by a most fraternal 
letter from my successor in that district, and that however we may differ at 
present, my honest motives are appreciated. 

Rest assured, V. W. Sir and Brother, that the Canadian Craft will have 
a lasting and sincere afifection for their mother Grand Lodges, and that we 
hope and will strive to be on terms of the most close and satisfactory com- 
munion with them; but we are not blinded to the present condition of affairs 
at the fountain head; true and reliable information reaches us in the same way 
that it does the English provinces at home; and it is impossible to disguise 
the plain fact, that although we have been in the theory governed by the Grand 
Lodge of England, practically we have been under the immediate control of 
the M. W. Grand Master and a small body of London brethren. 

Depend upon it, that the English Freemasons have no more attached 
friends than the Dominion Craft: but the latter are the true judges of the causes 
of their past disabilities, and of their present and future practical wants and 
requisite remedies, and they are too numerous and (I write advisedly) intel- 
lectual a body, to be turned from what they consider their true Masonic course 
of conduct by hard words or official assertions; and the M. W. Grand Master 
is more likely to perpetuate disunion than to banish discord by instructing 
the Grand Secretary to adopt the extraordinary tone of your last letter. 

" We cannot point to a better precedent for the establishment of a Cana- 
dian Grand Lodge than the present Grand Lodge of England, its organization 
in 1717, and the historical facts appertaining to that period. No one in Canada 
can possibly intend or imagine disrespect to the Earl of Zetland personally. 
Most certainly I could not, who am indebted to him for having once filled a 
high and very responsible Masonic office. 

I beg to remain, V. W. Sir and Brother, 

Yours fraternally, 

T. Douglas Harington, 
" Past P. G. Master, etc. 

P.S. — I find that I have neglected to notice the reason you offer for Sir 
Allan MacNab's so-called removal from office. If you will have the goodness 
to recall the circumstances to your mind, you will remember that he had no 
opportunity after reaching England of tendering his formal resignation to 
the M, W. Grand Master, as your letter of removal being in readiness was put 
into his hands at the first interview you had with him. 

Presuming that your last letter will be laid before Grand Lodge for 
general information, T have no doubt you will acknowledge the propriety of 
treating this, my reply, in the same open way, as positive charges are brought 
against us. It will be my duty to place the communications before the brethren 
here, as all former ones have been. 
V. W. Bro. Wm. Gray Clarke, Esq., 

T. D. H. 

" Grand Secretary." 
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CHAPTER CXXII. 

The Third Annual Communication of Grand Lodge and the 
Union with the Ancient Grand Lodge. — The Happy 
Consummation of Years of Effort. — A Historic 
Scene. 


In the treasure house of Masonic research there is no memorial 
that recalls the pleasant memories of July, 1858, more than the scrolls 
which contain the written records of the long--looked for union of the 
two sovereign Craft bodies in Canada. 

The 14th of July was looked forward to with anxious anticipa- 
tion. To nearly everyone the assurance seemed to be that the union 
would be consummated, while a few who had not much hope were 
afraid that at the last moment objections might intervene which would 
wreck all the hopes of years. 

The meeting- had been called in the hall of King Solomon's lodge, 
on the south-west comer of Church and Colborne streets. 

The M. W. Bro. William Mercer Wilson occupied the chair, with 
R. W. Bro. Joseph Scott, the Deputy Grand Master, on his right. 

The following Grcnd officers were present: 

M.W. Bro. Wm. Mercer Wilson, Grand Master, on tlie Throne. 
R.W. Bro. James E. Smith. Grand Senior Warden. 

Samuel Ross, Grand Junior Warden. 
*' Rev. J. Tremayne, Grand Chaplain. 

William Bellhouse, Grand Treasurer. 
^' William Henry Miller, Grand Registrar. 

Thomas B. Harris, Grand Secretary. 
V.R. Bro. R. Henwood, Grand Senior Deacon 

Edward R. O'Brien, as Grand Junior Deacon 
r. J. Rastrick, Grand Supt. of Works. 
" ?7^V n- *^^"lPt)ell, Grand Director of Ceremonies 

Wilham H. Pardey, as Grand Sword Bearer 

wllhS.. t'Vi^'"*- ^'"^"^ Director of Ceremo. 
Wilham T. Thomas. Grand Organist. 

Bostwick. Grand Pursuivant, 
i nomas RawHngs, 
" WiHiam Bungay, 

" Dr. Henrv Crouse, 

Jos. A. Fisher. 
John Morrison. Grand Tyler. 

A/T ^^^tli^^l. ^^'■^ represented by the District Deputy Grand 

trie?- r"w ^o^T?- I^n^-P--" Wi^-". D- D- G. M.. London D?s 
Sl^ w •^•c?'^*^- ^'""^^ ^""^'^ ^ D. G. M., Toronto District- R W 

Fsaac^n D ^d"^'^^ ^ Bro. J. h! 
Isaacson. D. D. G. M., Montreal District. 


)nies. 


Grand Stewards. 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


897 


There were present of past Grand officers. 

R.V\ . Bro. A. Bernard, P.D.G.M. 

W. C. Stephens, P. D. D. G. M. 

James Daniell, P. D. D. G. M. 

R. Bull, P. G. S. W. 

Rev. Dr. Lundy, P. G. C. 

Rev. St. George Caulfield, P. G. C. 

John Osborne, P. G. S. 
V.W. Bro. James Moflfat, P. G. S. D, 

Thomas Duggan, P. G. S. of W. 

William Bungay, P. G. Steward. 

Fifty-four past masters, as such, were present, viz.: 
W. Bro. E. Morris, W. Bro. George C. Downes, VV. Bro. H. B. 
Bull, R. W- Bro. Rev. F. J. Lundy, VV. Bro. Jno. W. Lewis, V. W. 
Bro. Henry Grouse, R. W. Bro. W. B. Simpson, R. VV. Bro. Samuel 
Ross, W. Bro. Thomas Camm, R. W. Bro. Rev. Joseph Scott, W. Bro. 
Israel Roberts, W. Bro. Thomas McLeod, VV. Bro. John F. McCuaig, 
R. VV. Bro. Thomas B. Harris, VV. Bro. Wm. G. Crawford, W. Bro. 
John \V. Baine, VV. Bro. Wm. J. White, W. Bro. Henry Caldwell, W. 
Bro. Thomas D. V/arren, \ . VV. Bro. Thomas Rawlings, R. VV. Bro. 
A. Bernard, R. W. Bro. James Daniell, V. VV. Bro. James Aloffat, R. 
W. Bro. J. H. Isaacson, R. VV^ Bro. James E. Smith, R. VV. Bro. Wm. 
H. Miller, W. Bro. C. Fitzgibbon, W. Bro. Samuel Cassidy, R. VV. 
Bro. Richard Bull, R. VV. Bro. John Osborne, V. W. Bro. William 
Bungay, R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, VV. Bro. Wm. McPherson, W. 
Bro. William A. Spooner, R. W. Bro. Capt T. Wilson, W. Bro. Wm. 
G. Chambers, W. Bro. E. R. O'Brien, VV. Bro. J. A. Fisher, W. Bro. 
James Bowman, W. Bro. FI. T. Alartin, V. W. Bro. R. Henwood, W. 
Bro. D. Curtis, VV. Bro. George Duncan, VV. Bro. D. AlcSwain, W. 
Bro. Jacob Osman, W. Bro. James Woods, W. Bro. Jeremiah Taylor, 
W. Bro. Norman Booth, W. Bro. Thomas Hardy, W. Bro. John 
Dutton, W. Bro. Wm. H. Oliver. W. Bro. Samuel U. Ranee, R. W. 
Bro. Kivas Tully, \'. W. Bro. S. B. Campbell. 

Grand Lodge was duly opened in Ample Form and the standing 
committees were named, after v/bich the Committee on Credentials re- 
ported the following representatives of forty-four regular chartered 
lodges present, and also the officers, representatives and proxies of the 
undermentioned lodges under dispensation, whom they recommended 
to be admitted to take part in the proceedings of the Grand Lodge. 

— Lodge of Antiquity, Montreal. 

W. Bro. Edwin Morris, P. M. ; Bro. Philip Henry, 
S. W. 

Niagara lodge, Niagara. 

W. Bro. W. n. F. Downes, W. M. 
Barton lodge. Hamilton. ^ 

W. Bro. H. B. Bull, P. M.: Bro. H. Davis, J. W. 
ITnion lodge. Grimsby. 

R W. Bro. F. T- Lundv, P. M.: W. Bro. John W. 
Lewis, P. M.; W. Bro. John S. Walker. W. M.; 
Bro. D. C. Macmillan. S. W. _ . 

57a 
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No. 5. Norfolk lodge, Simcoe. 

V. W. Hro. Henrv Crouse, P. M.; W. Bro. Jrtenry 
Grof¥, W. M. 

No. Sussex lodge, Brockville, 

R. W. Bros. W. B. Simpson, P. M.; S. Ross, 
P. M.; W. Bro. Thomas Camm, P. M. 

No. 7. Prevost lodge, Dunham. 

R. W. Bro. Joseph Scott, P. M. 

No. 8. Golden Rule lodge, Stanstead. 

R. W. Bro. Rev. Joseph Scott (proxy). 

No. 9. St. George's lodge, St. Catharines. 

\V. Liros. Israel i<oot.rts, P. M. ; William Poe, 

W.M.; Bro. George Scott, J. W. 
No. 10- Prince Edward lodge, Picton. 

W. Bro. W. C. Andrews, W. M.; Bro. H. E. 

Bowles, J. W. 
No. II. Nelson lodge, Clarenceville. 

R. W. Bro. Rev. Joseph Scott (proxy). 

No. 13. St. George's lodge, Montreal. 

R. W. Bro. A. Bernard, W. M.; Bro. A. A. 

Stevenson, J. W. 
No. 14. St. John's lodge, London. 

R. \V. ijro. James Daniell, P. M.; V. W. Bro. 

James Moflfat, P. M.; W. Bro. Thomas Francis, 

W. M.; Bros. Edward Garrett, S. W. ; Edwin 

Heathfield", J. W. 

No. 15. Zetland lodge, Aiontreal. 

R. W. Bro. J. H. Isaacson, P. M.; Bro. A. 
IToffnung. 

No. 16. Ring Solomon's lodge, Toronto. 

R. W. Bros. J. E. Smith, P. M.; W. H. Miller, 
W. M.; W. Bros. Rice Lewis, P. M.; Chas. Fitz- 
gibbon, P. M.; Wm. Cassidy, P. M.; Bros. H. J. 
Gear, S. W. ; A. M. Munro, J. W. 

No. 17. Strict Observance lodge, Hamilton. 

R. W. Bros. R. Bull, P. M.; Wm. Bellhouse, 
P. M.; J. Osborne. P. M. ; W. Bro. S. G. Patton, 
W. M.; Bro. J. AI. Rogerson, S. W. ; V. W. Bro. 
H. Grist, J. W. 

No. 19. Thistle lodge, Amherstburgh. 

W. Bro, John G. Kolfage, W. M.; V. W. Bro. 
Bungav, P. M.: W. Bro. Thos. McLeod, P. M.; 
Bro. J. W. Risdale, S. W. 

No. 20. St. John's lodge, PTamilton. 

R. W. Bro. Thos. B. Harris. W. M. ; W. Bros. J. 
F. McCuaig, P. M. ; W. G. Crawford. P. M.: T. W. 
Baine, P. M.; Bros. C. S. Chittenden, S. W. ; T. 
C. Sterling, T- W. 
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2\o. 21. St. Thomas lodge, St. Thomas. 

W. Bros. H. Caldwell, W. M.; Wm. J. White, P. 

M.; R. W. Bro. Rev. St. George Caulfield, S. W.; 

Bro. J. B. Hart, J. W. 
No. 22. Brant lodge, Brantford. 

V. W. Bros. Thomas Rawlings, P. M.; R. Hen- 
wood, P.M.; W. Bros. D. Curtis, P. M.; George 

W. Malloch, W. M.; Bro. M. W. Pruyn, S. W. 
No. 23. Great Western lodge, Windsor. 

W. Bro. George Duncan, P. M. 
No. 24. Wellington lodge, Dunnville. 

W. Bros. D. McSwain, P. M.; Jacob Osman, 

P. M.; Samuel Cornick, W. M. 
No. 25. Shefford lodge, Waterloo. 

R. W. Bro. Thomas B. Harris (proxy). 
No. 26. Vaughan lodge. Maple. 

W. Bros. James Woods, P. M.; James Dick, 

W. M. ; Bro. Joseph Ingram, Sec. 
No. 27. Harmony lodge, Binbrook. 

W. Bro. Jeremiah Taylor, P. M. 
No. 28. Wellington lodge, Stratford. 

W. Bro. A. B. Orr, W. M. 
No. 30. Acacia lodge, Hamilton. 

R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, P. M.; V. W. Bros. 

Thos. Duggan, W. M.; F. J. Rastrick, S. W. 
No. 31. St. Andrew's lodge, Caledonia. 

W. Bros. Wm. McPherson, P. M.; W. A. Spooner, 

P. M.; Bro. J. B. Choate, S. W. 
No. 32. Kilwinning lodge, London. 

R. W. Bro. Capt. T. Wilson, P. M. ; W. Bro. Wm. 

G. Chambers, P. M. ; Bro. Philip T. Worthington, 

J. w. 

No. 33. Rehoboam lodge, Toronto. 

W. Bro. E. R. O'Brien, P. M.; V. W. Bro. W. 

H. Pardey. W. M. ; Bros. George P. Lauder, 
S. W. ; H. S. Weatherly, J. W. 

No. 35. St. Francis' lods-e, Melbourne. 

W. Bro. George H. Napier, W. M. 
No. 36. St. John's lodge, Ingersoll. 

R. W. Bro. Thornas B. Flarris (proxy). 
No. 37- Kmg lodge. King. 

W. Eros. J- A. Fisher,- W. M. ; James Bowman, 

P. M. 

No. 38. Victoria lodge, Sherbrooke. 

W. Bro. FTenry T. Martin. P. M. 
No. 39. Alma Inrle-e. Gait. 

W. Bros. Norman Booth. P. IVT. : A. F. Irving, 

W. M.: Bros. Louis W. Dessauer. S. W. : Otto 

Klotz. J. W. 
No. 40. St. James* lodre. Mnitland. 

R. W. Bro. W. B. Simpson (proxy). 
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King Hiram lodge, Tilsonburg. 

W- Bro. Thomas Hardy, P. M. (proxy). 
Albion lodge, Newbury. 

Bro. George C. Secord, J. • 
St. John's lodge, Delaware. 

W. Bro. John Dutton, W- M.; Bro. Wm. Living- 
ston, J. W. 
St. John's lodge, Paris. 

W, Bro. W. H. Oliver, W. M. 
Beaver lodge, Strathroy. 

W. Bro, John A. Scoon, W. M. ; Bro. John 
Manning, S. W. 
Clinton lodge, CHnton. 

W. Bro. Samuel PI, Ranee, W. M. 
Rising Sun lodge, Parmersville. 

R. W. Bro. F. Tremayne, G. Chap. 
Wilson lodge, Toronto. 

R. W. Bro. K. Tully, W. M.; V. W. Bros, S. B. 
Campbell, S, W. ; H. B. Bostwick, J. W. 

Lodges under DisPENSATiorsr. 

Cataraqui lodge, Kingston. 

W. Bro. E. J. Barker, W. M.; Bros. G. O'Loughlin, S. VV. ; 

S. H. Blondheim, J. W. 
St. Mark's lodge. Port Stanle^^ 

R. W. Bro. Capt. T. Wilson (proxy). 
Maple Leaf lodge, St. Catharines, 

W. Bro. William McGhie, W. M. 
St. Mark's lodge, Drunimondville. 

W. Bro. Rev. Thos. W. Street, W. M.; Bro. G. Twomley, 

S.W. 

Markham Union lodge, L nioiiville. 

W. Bro. William Campbell, W. M. 
St. John's lodge, Norwichville. 

" W. Bro. Paul Bedford, W. M.; Bro. Jno. A. Tidey, Jun., 

J. w. 

Sharon lodge, Sharon. 

W. Bro. James Bowman, W, M. 
Valley lodge, Dundas. 

W. Bro. John King, W. M. 
Iron Duke lodge, Arthur. 

R. W. 15ro, Thos. B. Harris (proxy). 
Mount Brydges lodge, Mount Brydges. 

W. Bro. W. G. Chambers (prox^O. 
St. James' lodge, St. Mary's. 

R. W* Bro. Capt. T, Wilson Cproxy). 
Northern Light lodge, Kincardine. 

R. W. Bro. Thomas B. Harris (proxy). 
St. John's lodge, Norwichville. 

R. W. Bro. Thos. R, Harris (proxy). 


No. 41. 

No. 42, 

No. 43- 

Islo. 44. 

No. 45. 

No. 46. 

No. 47. 

No. 48. 
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Burford lodge, Biirfordville. 

R. W- Bro. Thomas 1>. Harris (proxy). 
St. PauFs lodge, Laml>etli. 

R. Bro. Capt. T, Wilson fproxy). 
The following- lodges were not represented: 

St. Andrew's lodge. No. 12, St. Andrews; St. John's lodge. No. 18. 
Cayuga; Hoyle lodge, No. 29, La Colle; Jacques Cartier lodge. No. 
34, Montreal. 

The foregoing report having been read, R. W. Bro. W. C. 
Stephens informed Grand Lodge that the presence of M. W. Bro. 
Philip C. Tucker, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Vermont, and 
R. W. B>ro. Robert ^vl orris, D. G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, 
at this Communication, had afforded an opportunity of submitting to 
their consideration the ]jroposed preamble and resoUitions, and that 
those eminent brethren. concurre<l in the opinion that the terms pro- 
posed might be accepted without impairing the constitutional position 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and that they would be honorable and 
could not fail to be beneficial to all parties concerned. 

The brethren were severally introduced and welcomed with Grand 
honors and invited to a seat on the dais of Grand Lodge. 

The Cirand Master then read his annual address to Grand Lodge. 
Amongst other matters, he said on the subject of recognition by 
sister bodies : 

I have much pleasure in announcing that I continue to receive from our 
sister Grand Lodges assurances of the most friendly nature accompanied by 
expressions of the liveliest interest in our prosperity and progress. In addition 
to the Grand Bodies who had Alasonically recognized the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, and which were announced to you last year, I am happy to say that 
eleven other Grand Lodges have since extended to us the right hand of fel- 
lowship; so that the legality of our proceedings and the correctness of our 
position have now been endorsed by the highest authorities in twenty-two 
^Masonic jurisdictions. A feeling of veneration and respect for the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland (a feeling with which I by no means find fault), and per- 
haps also the absence of f'lll information as to all the facts of the case, has 
hitherto prevented several Grand bodies from according to us a reciproca- 
tion of that fraternal regard and intercourse which we had tendered them. 
But even among these Grand Lodges we have many warm friends, who have 
not only deeply sympathized with us in all our struggles and trials, but have 
also rejoiced with us in the success which has attended our efforts to advance 
Ihe cause of Masonry in Canada/' 

Referring to the condition of the lodges he said: 

I have much pleasure in announcing, for the information of the Grand 
Lodge, that in the many official visits which I have made during my term of 
office to our subordinate lodges. I found a large majority of them in a highly 
flourishing and satisfactory condition; but, at the same time, truth compels 
me to add, that all were not in an equally prosperous state. In some few 
instances I heard with regret that the regular communications were not well 
attended; that it was with diFhctilty that a sufficient number of brethren could 
be got together to enable the lodge to proceed witli work; and that a general 
apathy and want of interest was displayed by members of these lodges. On 
investigating the causes which had apparently led to this strange and unnatural 
state of affairs, I found that it originated invariably in a careless and inefficient 
administration of the btisiness of the lodge. Members had been permitted to 
become largely in arrears for dues; the liabilities of the lodge remained un- 
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liquidated; the by-laws were allowed to be broken with impunity; and the 
general discipline of the Order was not strictly enforced. This painful state 
of affairs can only be remedied by a more rigid adherence to the rules of the 
Order, and by the exercise of stricter discipline on the part of those in au- 
thority. I would earnestly entreat the otticers of such lodges, if there be any 
present now — if they have any regard for Masonry, if they love the Order 
and are really desirous that it should flourish — to reflect more seriously upon 
their duties and their obligations: for as their positions in the Craft are ex- 
alted, so are their responsibilities great." 

Even in those early days the Grand Lodge of Canada was looked 
upon with deference and respect by the Masons of the continent. 
Away off in Demarara in the \\ est Indies brethren desired communion 
Masonically and asked for authority to open a lodge. M. W. Bro. 
Wilson, however, was not to be cajoled with compliments or flattered 
into doing- any act which would detract from the dignity of the posi- 
tion he had assumed as officer of an extensive jurisdiction. He treated 
the application in the following clear and unmistakable terms, stating 
that: 

" As this was the first application of the kind I had received from abroad, 
I felt that it required sound consideration before finally deciding upon it; but 
T must admit that the idea of thus extending the power and influence of this 
Grand Lodge exercised considerable influence upon my mind. However, 
after a consultation with a distinguished brother, and upon carefully consider- 
ing the question in all its bearings. I arrived at the conclusion that it would 
have been neither wise nor politic for this Grand Lodge to interfere in the 
Masonic affairs of that distant territory. It is very true that the British pos- 
sessions, both in South America and the West Indies, are, Masonically speak- 
ing, at present unoccupied ground, as no Grand Lodge has yet been estab- 
lished there; but I did not feel that we, a sister colony — although ^lasonically 
independent of the mother country' — could consistently interfere in this matter, 
even at their own request. The proud position which we have attained in the 
province, and the means by which it was accomplished, are now matters of 
history; and, although we have successfully established our own ^Masonic 
independence, I do not consider that we would be justified either in assisting 
or inciting another British colony to follow our example. For these and 
other reasons which will be found in my correspondence, I declined granting 
the dispensation prayed for; and I trust that my decision in this matter will 
be approved of by the Grand Lodge.'' 

His view was sustained by Grand Lodge. The question of incor- 
porating: the Grand Lodge by an Act of Parliament had been discussed 
and decided favorably ttpon by Grand Lodge at its last conininnica- 
tion, but the advisability of carrying into effect the resolution had been 
left to the M. W. the Grand blaster, who in dealing with the subject 
said : 

At our last general meeting, I was requested by the Grand T.odge to 
take into my consideration, the propriety of making an application to the 
Legislature of the province for an act of incorporation, to enable this Grand 
T-odge, and the lodges acting under its authority, to hold real estate in a 
corporate capacity. In compliance with your wishes T have given the sub- 
ject my best consideration; and without delaying you at present with the 
many arguments which might be advanced, both for and against such a pro- 
ceeding, I arrive at the conclusion that, under existing circumstances, such an 
application would be inexpedient. As the subject, however, is one of grave 
importance. I would suggest the appointment of a special committee, with 
full power to act in the matter, in such manner as they may deem most con- 
ducive to the interests of the Order/' 
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This view was endorsed by Grand Lodge and three trutt*.es, cun- 
sisting of the principal officers of Grand Lodge, were recommended to 
hold the property of the body and perform acts of a business character. 

Two important subjects were referred to by the Grand Master in 
his address, one the admission as affiliates of men of color, who claim- 
ed to have been regularly made in an African Grand Lodge and entitled 
to Masonic communication. This was the first occasion the matter 
had come before a governing- body in Ganada. The Grand Master 
said : 

A memorial has also Ijccn pres<:nted from certain persons, claiming to 
be Masons, and expressing an tarnest desire to affiliate with this Grand 
Lodge. This is a subject of great importance, and requires, as it will doubt- 
less receive, your careful attention and consideration. In connection with it 
I will only say, that while Masonry recognizes no distinction either in race, 
class, religion or color, she does require and will insist upon the clearest and 
most irrefragable tesliniony, that all persons claiming either admission to her 
lodges or to a recognition as members of the fraternity, have been regularly 
initiated, passed and raised in a dtily constittitcd and properly warranted 
lodge/' 

This matter was referred to the Committee on the Constitution 
and Re,e:ulations. It was a quiet, if not fraternal manner of shelving 
the question for an indefinite period. 

Another subject with which the Grand Master dealt in his address 
was the establishment of District Grand Lodges with powers similar 
to the Provincial Grand Lodges of England. The Grand Master said: 

With reference to this subject I would merely say that when we con- 
sider the great extent of our territorial jurisdiction, should our lodges con- 
tinue to increase in the same ratio as they have recently done, such a measure 
may not only be expedient, but necessary. I am in favor of the early estab- 
lishment of Provincial or District Grand Lodges in every Masonic district 
which contains within its limit a sufficient number of lodges to authorize 
such a proceeding. I would suggest, however, that the whole matter be re- 
ferred to a special committee." 

His final paragraph referred to the proposed union, and on this 
subject he said: 

The various matters to which I have now directed your attention, al- 
though all possessing strong claims upon your notice and consideration, will, 
r imagine, be considered as only second in importance to the great and en- 
grossing subject which will, at an early period of the session, he brought up 
for discussion. I allude to the efforts which ha\ e been made to secure a 
union of the whole Canadian Craft. In compHance with the desire of the 
Grand T^odge, as expressed at our last annual meeting, I appointed a com- 
mittee to meet a similar committee from our brethren, who were at that time 
working under English warrants, directing their attention to the instructions 
promulgated by this Grand Lodge for their guidance. It is not my intention 
at this moment to enter into any detailed account of the various attempts at 
communication which have taken place upon this subject, but will merely say 
that all the documents connected with it are now in the hands of the Grand 
Secretary, and are open to your inspection. I adopt this course, because I 
am delighted to say that I believe your committee, acting in strict accordance 
with the letter and spirit of their instructions, have been met in a similar 
liberal and Masonic spirit by those brethren with whom they were appointed 
to treat, and that a full and perfect understanding has been arrived at; so 
that, in a few hovirs, I trust, a union of the whole Canadian Craft — upon satis- 
factory and honorable terms — will be consummated, ancl all the Masons of 
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Canada ranged under the banner of this Grand Lodge. I feel that it is un- 
necessary for me to say how I, aided by my zealous and worthy brethren of 
both parties, have labored to effect this great object; nor need I attempt to 
express here the unbounded pleasure which it will give me — before retiring 
from the proud position, which, by your kind favor, I have so long occupied 
— to hear that union proclaimed within these walls. In the hope that nothing 
may occur to mar the bright and pleasing prospect, I will now leave you to 
decide upon the various matters brought before you; and may we now, and 
at all times, be enabled to discharge with fidelity and zeal, the various duties 
devolving upon us, so that at the close of our day of probation and labor, we 
may not only escape the degradation and punishment which was heaped upon 
tliat careless and unfaithful serv^ant, who could only exclaim, * Lord, here is 
thy talent laid up in a napkin,' but be able to advance humbly, and with faith 
and confidence, to our glorious Grand Master, from Him to receive our wages 
and reward/' 

The Committee on the Address did not evidently care for the 
subject of District Grand Lodg"es. They appreciated the position of 
independence attained by the Grand Lodge, and had no desire to take 
a step backward by the formation of any subordinate bodies, which 
would be akin to even the semblance of a Provincial Grand Lodge. 
The committee said: 

The establishment of District Grand Lodges, in those parts of the Pro- 
vince where the lodges are becoming sufficiently numerous as to justify a 
demand for a local government, has received the anxious and serious con- 
sideration of your committee, who have unanimously concluded that for the 
present the discussion of the subject should be deferred. The appointment 
of a special committee to report at the next annual meeting of the Grand 
Lodge on the matter, in accordance with the Grand Master's suggestion, de- 
serves the attention of tlie Grand Lodge." 

During the 3^ear dispensations had been granted to the following 
sixteen lodges : 

St. James- lodge, St INlary's, JJlanshard. 

Markham Union lodge, Unionville. 

Cataraqiii lodge, Kingston. 

Northern Light lodge, Kincardine. 

St. Mark's lodge, I't. Stanley. 

Sharon lodge, Sharon. 

Valley lodge, Dundas. 

Iron Duke lodge, Arthin\ 

Mt. Brydges lodge, Alt. IJrvdges. 

Maple Leaf lodge, St. Catliarincs. 

St. John's lodge, Norwichville. 

St. "Mark's locloe, Driuimiondvllle. 

P>urford lodge, Burford. 

St. PauTs li)dge. Lambeth. 

Phopnix lodge, Ciuelph. 

Pdenheim lodge, Drunibo. 

The honors which had l>ecn paid to the Grand Masters of Vermont 
and Michij^an and to the Provincial Grand Master of North Munster 
lu-ider the Grand Lodge of Ireland had evoked replies, portions of which 
are worthv of extract. 

M. W. Pro. Tucker had In a letter to the Grand Lodge acknow- 
ledged the honor of I)cing ranked as a Past Grand Master. In this 


HISTORY OF FREKMASONRY IN CANADA. 


letter he said that he accepted the exalted honor with the deepest 
sense of g^ratittide/' Referring- more directly to the organization of the 
Orand L-odge lie said: 

When the estabHshment of the Grand Locl^e of Canada first became 
known to me, my position as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of an ad- 
joining State, made it my dnty to examine into its position and investigate 
its claims. My Canadian brethren placed those claims before the fraternity 
of Vermont with perfect frankness and candor. They relied upon the basis 
of truth alone. There was no evasion, no shrinking, no withholding informa- 
tion. All their history and all their action was boldly and broadly made 
known; and they freely solicited examination from their brethren, appealing 
only to Masonic laws, histor^^ and precedent, to justify the course of action 
they had adopted. In proceeding dispassionately to an examination of the 
subject, I found their course so overwhelmingly sustained by the strongest 
and most undoubted Masonic authority, that it was wholly impossible for me 
to avoid the conclusion at which I arrived, and I believe that the mere state- 
ment of the facts legitimately bearing upon the subject, has convinced most of 
the intelligent ^Masonic world, as to the right of the matter, as thoroughly 
as the knowledge of those facts convinced myself. As to the few who yet 
profess to be unconvinced, I think the discussion has ' so narrowed the ground 
of controversy, that it is rediTced to a mere hair-line, of such fineness as to 
recjuire the nicest sort of metaphysical eye-glasses to discern any room lor 
further difference of opinion.' The day of Klizabethan high-commission 
courts has passed awa\\ and it will hardly do now for a few men to assume 
that they alone are invested with power to shut out or expel from brother- 
liood all those whose opinions do not conform to their own." 

M. W. Bro. Backus had also prior to this meeting, in thanks for a 
similar honor, said : 

In the services rendered by me to your Grand T^odge, I recognized an 
imperative duty from which I dared not have shrunk, however much inclined, 
had it not (as was the fact) been mingled with the richest pleasure. 

It is, therefore, with the deeper gratitude that I acknowledge the un- 
merited honor conferred on me by your Grand body in their acknowledg- 
ment of those services, from which, if I had shrunk, I should have justly felt 
to reproach myself as derelict to the fundamental principles of our time- 
honored institution 

R. W. Bro. r^n ncll, in acknowledging- the rank of District Deputy 
Grand Master, and the position of representative of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada near the ( irand Lodge of Ireland, wrote: 

*' It is extremely battering to enjoy the good opinion and confidence of 
iiy brethren so far distant. I most fully appreciate the distinction and accept 
che trust, resolved by fealty and attention to the best interests of your R. W. 
Grand Lodge to prove worthy/' 

These letters were received with enthusiasm, 1>ul nut more so 
than when the Grand Secretary read a letter from the Deputy Gratid 
Secrctarv of Ireland, acknowledging the appointment of R. W. Bro. 
Furnell as the representative of the Grand Lodge of Canada, near the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, and the appointment of V. W. Bro. Kivas 
TuUy, P. M. of King Solomon's lodge, Toronto, as the representative 
of the Grand Lod^re of Ireland at the Grand Lodge of Canada, with 
the rank of a Past \Senior Grand Warden. Bro. Tidlv had l)een closelv 
connected with the movement for Craft union, and, as the W. M. of 
King Solomon's lodge, one of the lodges on the Irish reeister, which 
had taken an active part in all steps for independence, had earned 
the respect and good will of his brethren. 
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On the reading of the letter the Grand Lodg:e confirmed the ap- 
pointment, and Bro. Tullv was received and acknowledered as the 
representative of the Grand Lodg^e of Ireland. 

The condition of the Craft lodges, as gathered from the reports 
of the District Deputy Grand Masters, does not call for special refer- 
ence, further than that the progress, which had marked the founda- 
tion of the Grand Lodge, had been continued. The D. D. G. >[/s did 
not as faithfully record the condition of the lodges as is done in these 
days of Masonic enlightenment. In the Central District the question 
of suspension in one lodge, debarring a brother from entering another, 
of which he was a member, was reported upon, while rejection in one 
lodge and immediate acceptance in another gave rise to dissension, 
it being decided that suspension in one lodge precluded visits to any, 
and that twelve months must elapse before re-ballot for a rejected can- 
didate could be entertained. 

The system of opening in the third degree as in American lodges, 
and without opening in the K. A. and F. C, and the practice of trans- 
acting business in the third degree, had been followed by Prince Ed- 
ward ledge, and was condemned by the District Deputy Grand 
Master. 

In the London District the Craft seemed to have had the greatest 
mead of prosperity. R. W. Bro. Thompson \Vilson was, of the earlv 
District Deputies, one of the most energetic. His reports indicated 
great zeal in the work. 

In the Eastern Townships all the lodges were making head- 
way, and a ceremony of interest was the romantic celebration of an 
initiation at the Owl's Head, near Lake jNlemphremagog. A lodge was 
opened in the Grand Ravine, near the summit of the mountain, at an 
elevation of 2,400 feet. Guards were stationed on the adjoining hill, 
and a Mr. Alexander AIurra\' was initiated into the mysteries of 
Masonry, after which a banquet was held at the ^Mountain House, and 
an approi>riate address was delivered by the Grand Chaplain of the 
Grand Lodge of Vermont, the Rev. Eli llallou. 

In the District of Montreal the lodges, which held allegiance 10 
the Cirand I^odge of Canada, with the exception of Jacques Carrier 
lodge, were in excellent condition. That lodge mentioned was, how- 
ever, in a dormant condition, and it was recommended that its 
warrant be withdrawn. 

In the official record of this year the reports of the District 
Deputy Grand Masters do not seem to have been dealt with, as no 
report is given in the proceedings. 

The Lodge of .Antiquity, or as it was formerly known The 
Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, No. i/' had been granted, in 
addition to its change of name, the privilege of wearing gold instead 
of silver jewels, with the right to take precedence of afl ntunbered 
lodges. 

This the lodge acknowledged with its ''best thanks/' for the 
high honor and distinction conferred.'' It may be observed that the^e 
methods of special recognition do not harmonize with Masonic views 
in the regime of to-dav. Similar honors in part have been conferred 
on moflcrn lodges, and while not undeserved, tend to create a rivalrv 
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not in accordance with Craft teachings. Merit and not age sliould 
be the standard, and while one does not desire to criticize or judge 
the actions of our predecessors, the feeling nevertheless prevails among 
leading minds that the highest possible standard should be reached in 
the awarding of honors. 

The important business of the Annual Communication, that in 
which every brother was deeply interested, then came before Grand 
Lodge. 

R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, as chairman of the Committee on 
LInion, presented and read a report on the steps that had been taken 
since the last Annual Communication of Grand Lodge, for the pur- 
pose of arranging a union of all the Craft in Canada under one Grand 
Lodge. 

This report has already been given. It included the meetings of 
the oificers of the Grand Lodge in May and June, and the proposed 
articles of union with the amendments. 

R. W. Bro. Stephens urged on Grand Lodge the desirabiHty 
of embracing the present opportunity for accomplishing the union of 
all the Craft in the province, and moved, seconded by R. VV. Bro. 
W. B. Simpson: 

That the preamble and resoUitions for the union of all the Craft in 
Canada, now substituted, be approved, adopted and accepted, by this Grand 
Lodge, as the basis upon which that union, so essential to the interests of 
Masonry in Canada, may be effected/' 

It was moved in amendment by Bro. Worthington, seconded by 
W. Bro. W. G. Chambers: 

That so much of the resolution as refers to the re-numbering- of the 
lodges be struck out." 

On the amendment being* put for confirmation- it was negatived, 
three only being in its favor. 

The original motion was then put for confirmation, and declared 
to be unanimously adopted. 

At last, the long wished for result had been almost accomplished 
and the evening would see the consummation of what would 
forever redound to the credit of the Freemasons of Canada. 

The Grand Lodge called off late in the afternoon of the 14th 
July, and resumed at 7.30 p.m. After the transaction of some routine 
business the Grand Pursuivant announced that a deputation from 
the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada was awaiting admission. 

The Grand Lodge was called to order, and rose, as a deputation 
consisting of R. W. Bros. T. D. Harington. Thos. G. Ridout, S. B. 
Harman, and G. W. Whitehead, from the Ancient Grand Lodge of 
Canada, was introduced, and announced that the preamble and re- 
solutions for union, which had been agreed on by R. W. Bros. T. D. 
Harington and W. C. Stephens, had been unanimously adopted by 
the Ancient Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Master informed the deputation that the said pre- 
amble and resolutions had hkewise been unanimously adopted by the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, and that they were now prepared and anx- 
ious to receive the members of the Ancient Grand Lodge into mem- 
bership of this Grand Lodge. 
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The deputation withdrew to communicate with the Ancient 
Grand Lodge, which was then in session, and to invite the immediate 
attendance of its officers and its members. 
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AI. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, on behalf of the deputation, report- 
ed to the Ancient Grand Lodge the adoption of the preamble and 
resolutions by the Grand Lodge of Canada, and that on returning to 
the Ancient ( Irand Lodge, in accordance with the desire of the Ancient 
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Grand Lodge, they had proceeded to the hall of King Solomon's 
lodge, where the Grand Lodge of Canada was in session, by whom 
they were most cordially and fraternally received; that they had 
announced to them the adoption by the Ancient Grand Lodge 
of the preamble and resohitions as submitted, and were informed that 
a similar resolution had been adopted by the Grand Lodge of Can- 



ExTERiOR Masonic Hall, Toronto Street, Toronto, 1858-97. 


ada; and that that Grand body now anxiously awaited the arrival of 
the Ancient Grand Lodge, that the union might be at once perfected. 
The report was received with acclamation. 

It w^as a memorable hour. The dissension, the friction and the 
disturbing elements, which for three years had characterized much of 
the country's Craft life, were about to pass away, and the peace, love 
and unity, that are the essentials of genuine fraternity, were to take 
their place. 
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The deputation of the Ancient Grand Lodge had retired on its 
way to the Toronto Street hall, and we know, from the records of that 
Grand Lodge, the reception accorded it. 

The Grand Lodge was called ofif as they left the room, and in 
the interim every one instinctively conefratulated his neighbor on the 
approaching consummation of the long-looked-for hour of joy. M. 
W. Bio. Wilson felt that life was worth living, and he, standing 
near the dais, had around him a group of those, who had fought the 
battle v^ith him, and who, in a few moments, were to see the union an 
accomplished fact. It was nearing half-past nine when the un- 
measured tramp of men, coming down the west side of Church street, 
could be heard in the lodge room. Word came that the Ancient 
Grand Lodge was ascending the staircase. M. W. Bro. Wilson 
called Grand Lodge on. Kvery officer was in his seat in an instant — 
every member in his place as if by clockwork. The door was tyled. 
The Grand Ptirsuivant stood waiting the announcement from with- 
out. In a few moments, giving but time for the one hundred and 
fifty brethren to assemble in the refreshment and ante-rooms at the 
east end of the building on Church street, the alarm was given and 
answered, and the announcement made in a clear voice by Bro. John 
Morrison, of Hamilton, the Grand Tyler, that M. W. Bro. Sir Allan 
Napier MacNab, with the officers and members of the Ancient Grand 
Lodge of Canada, desire admission." 

The words were repeated slowly and distinctly by the Grand 
Pursuivant, W. Bro. H. B. Bostwick, and M. W. Bro. Wilson, with 
his gavel in his right hand, said: " R. W. Bros. Bernard, Stephens 
and Simpson, please retire with the Grand Director of Ceremonies, 
receive the deputation, and introduce the M. W- Bro. and the officers 
and members of the Ancient Grend Lodge/' 

This arrangement had been made w^iile the Grand Lodge was 
called off. Therefore, Bro. Bernard having the procedure well in 
hand, the deputation retired. 

Every face m the room was a picture of earnestness. Every 
eye was directed to the entrance to the hall, and when the M. W. 
Bro. MacNab, his brethren, and the deputation were again announced, 
M. W. Bro. Wilson, gavel in hand, brought Grand Lodge to its feet, 
and in a voice which almost had a tremor in it from the excitement 
of the moment, said Admit M. W. Bro. MacNab and the members 
of the Ancient Grand Lodge." The door swung open and Sir Allan 
MacNab, R. W. Bro. Ridout, R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington, and the 
rest of the officers walked slowly up the short space from the door to 
the altar, while the brethren of the Ancient Grand Lodge spread 
themselves behind the line o^ Grand Officers. R. W Bro Bernard 
then introduced the M. W. Bro. and his brethren, and amid applause 
which echoed and re-echoed through the building, M. W. Bro. Wil- 
son descended from the East, and walking- towards M. W. Bro Mac- 
Nab. rrrasped his hand and spoke to hun words of welcome. Thosr 
who were standing by say that Bro. Wilson, as he held the hand of 
welcomT-^^ """^ Master said: ^ M. W. Sir, you are indeed most 
Turning to R. W. Bros. Ridout and Harington, Bro. Wilson 
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shook them by the hand, and as the deafening applause of the three 
iiundred brethren present fairly made the very walls give back a 
cheer, Bro. Wilson, grasping Bro. MacNab by the arm, escorted him 
to the East and placed him in the seat on the immediate right of the 
chair. 

For a few minutes it was impossible to bring the Craft to order. 
The members of the Ancient Grand Lodge had mingled with those of 
the Grand Lodge of Canada, and an etfort had been made by the 
Director of Ceremonies to seat the members of each Grand Lodge 
alternately. This idea was carried out fairly well, and as the brethren 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada, the moment Sir Allan was escorted 
to the East, turned to the brethren of the Ancient Grand Lodge and 
took them by the hands and looked into one another's faces, it seemed 
as if the cheers and welcomes had '^ombined into one effort, so great, 
so grand and so sincere, that some of the older men, those who had 
passed from manhood to old age in the service of the Craft, could 
not restrain themselves and the tears trickled down their cheeks, a 
silent testimony of hearts that were full of joy in this union. 

Order was finally restored, the Grand Master still standing. M, 
W. Bro. MacNab, R. W. Bros. Ridout and Harington were seated. 
The members of the Ancient Grand Lodge were requested to be 
seated, and then, in a clear voice, M. W. Bro. Wilson asked the 
brethren to give the grand honors to the officers and members of 
the Ancient Grand Lodge, taking time from the Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, and the ceremonial was never given with more precision 
nor with nir>re desire to mark it as an occasion full of solemn moment 
for the Craft, and when concluded the brethren again clasped hands 
in a great chain which extended around the room, and as M. W. 
Bro. Wilson in a loud voice, said: May the links thus united never 
be broken," round upon round of applause followed, broken only 
when M. W. Bro. Wilson, risings from his seat, spoke of the pleasure 
it gave him to be in the chair on so joyous an occasion, of the work 
that bad been done to bring about the happy consummation realized 
in the union that was now about to be an accomplished fact. M. W. 
Bro. Wilson was followed by M. W. Bro. MacNab, after which the 
business attendant upon the union was proceeded with. 

R. W. Bro. Harington read the articles of union agreed on by 
R. W. Bro. Stephens and him:^eif, and which had been approved and 
adopted separately by both Grand Lodges, as the basis of union; and 
moved that they be now jointly ratified and confirmed. 

R. W. Bro. Stephens seconded the motion — and the articles were 
accordinijly unanimously ratified and confirmed in the most enthus- 
iastic manner by acclamation : and the union of the two Grand Lodges 
was declared to be perfect and complete 

The Ancient Grand Lodge was then formally declared dissolved; 
and the union of the Craft in Canada was declared perfected, amidst 
the enthusiastic cheers and hearty congratulations of the assembled 
fraternity The brethren vere then addressed and congratulnted on 
the happy consummation of the long-desired union, by M. W. Bros. 
Wniiam M. Wilson, Sir Allan N. MacNab, and L. T^^^ker^ and 
R W Bros Robert Morris, T. G. Ridout, T. D. Harmgton, W. C. 
Stephens and A. Bernard. This completed the union. 


gi2 
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The Grand Lodge assembled the next day, in compliment to 
their brethren with whom they had united, in the hall of St. Andrew's 
Lodge on Toronto street. It was an immense and imposing gather- 
ing. The importance of the occasion was increased by the election 



of officers for the united body. In order to facilitate matters, pending' 
a revision of the constitution, it was resolved that the clause which 
required that the Deputy Grand Master should be elected from the 
half of the province in which the Grand Master is not resident, be 
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suspended for the present temi. This was passed, so tHat the com- 
pUment might be paid R. W. Bro. Thomas G. Ridout, of electing him 
the Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge. Certificates of affiha- 
tion, which had been prepared, were ordered to be issued to the 
lodges of the late Ancient Grand Lodge, and the scrutineers of the 
ballot having taken their seats in the centre of the hall, the election 
was proceeded with, M. W. Bro. Wilson being elected Grand^ Master, 
R. W. Bro. Ridout, Deputy Grand Master, both by acclamation, fol- 
low^ed by ballot of Grand Lodge of 

R. W. Bro. P. D. Brown, Montreal, Grand Senior Warden. 

J. K. Brown, London, Grand Junior Warden. 

Rev. F. J. Lundy, 


Rev. h). 1^. Ramsey, , 

~ r Chaplains. 
" Rev. F Tremayne, ^ 

E. H. Dewar, ' ) 

William Bellhouse, Grand Treasurer. 

Francis Richardson, Grand Registrar. 

Thomas B. Harris, Grahd Secretary. 

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to confirm the following 
nominations by lodges of their respective Districts: 

R. W, Bro. James Moffat, D. D. G. M, for the London District. 

Richard Bull, D. D. G. M. for the Hamilton District. 
F. W. Cumberland, D. D. G. M. for the Toronto 
District- 

W. B. Simpson, D. D. G. M. for the Central District, 
E. Morris, D, D. G. M. for the Montreal District. 

E. Gustin, D. D. G. M. for the E. Townships 

District. 

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to appoint the foUowmg 
brethren as Grand Officers for the ensuing year: 

V. W. Bro. E. R. O'Brien, Grand Senior Deacon. 

D- Curtis, Grand Junior Deacon. 

F. J. Rastrick, Grand Supt. of Works 

S, B. Campbell, Grand Dir. of Ceremonies. 
- - W. R- Harris, Asst. Grand Secretary. 

W. H. Weller, x-^.sst. Grand Dir. of Ceremonies. 
Henry Rowsell, Grand Sword Bearer. 
William T. Thomas, Grand Organist. 
J. P. Clarke, Asst. Grand Organist. 
D. Stirling, Grand Pursuivant. 
John Morrison, Cirand Tyler. 
Edward J. Barker, 
P. Henry, 
A. A. Stevenson, 
George Dimcan, 
John Dutton, 
Joseph jackes, 
- J. B. Halk 

T. C. Prosser, 

The Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment, to meet 
at 3.30 o'clock, p.m. 


Grand Stewards. 
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In the afternoon M. W. Bro. P. C. Tucker, Grand Master of 
Vermont, installed M. W. Bro. Wilson, who in turn invested and pro- 
claimed the Grand officers. 

As a recognition of the labors of R. W. Bro. T. D. Harington 
and R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens, in bringing about the union so 
happily effected, the rank and dignity of Past Grand Master were con- 
ferred on each of them, while in consideration of distinguished ser- 
vices, R. W. Bro. Robert Morris of Kentucky, was elected an honor- 
ary Past Deputy Grand Master. 

In consequence of the recent change it was determined to re- 
arrange the Masonic Districts, and in order that the sttpreniacy of 
the Grand Lodge might be maintained, a resolution was passed 

That whereas this Grand Lodge, being the supreme governing body of 
Canada, must consider any lodges which may hereafter be established in 
Canada under any other authority, illegal; Be it resolved, that this Grand 
Lodge and the subordinate lodges working under its authority will hold no 
communication with any lodge or members thereof, hereafter constituted 
under any power other than the authority of this Grand Lodge." 

As the union of the two Grand Lodges was an event worthy of 
commemoration in tang^ible form, it was resolved that a medal be 
struck, symbolical of the occasion, and that at the special communica- 
tion of Grand Lodge to be held six months later, the rank and pre- 
cedence of lodges and members be arranged. 

The next regular meeting of Grand Lodge was ordered to be 
held at Kingston, C. W., after which the Grand Lodge adjourned. 

Of the twenty-two Grand officers of the original Grand Lodge of 
Canada present on that occasion none are now to the fore except W. 
Bro. H. B. Bostwick. Of the District Deputy Grand Masters R. W. 
Bro. Kivas Tully, of Toronto, and M. W. Bro. J, H, Isaacson, of 
Montreal, alone represent that department of the work, while of the 
ten past Grand officers all have passed away. Of the fifty-four past 
masters, only one, R. W. Bro. Kivas Tuliy, is alive. 

Of the representatives of the forty-four warranted lodges Bros. A. 
A. Stevenson, who was J. W. of St. George's lodge. No. 13, Montreal; 
W. B ro. J. H. Isaacson, P. M. of Zetland, No. 15, Montreal; Bro. J. 
M. Rojxerson, S. W. of Strict Observance, No. 17, Hamilton; and W. 
Bro. John A. Scoon, W. M. of Beaver lodge. No. 45, Strathroy, are the 
only brethren left, while of the representatives of the fifteen lodges 
under dispensation all have departed. 

Of the twenty Grand officers, three Past Grand officers and thirty- 
one past masters of the Ancient Grand Lodge, none are alive to-day. 
Of the W. M.'s, S. W.'s, J. W.'s of the lodges of the Ancient Grand 
Lodge present. W. Bro. E. A. McNaughton. W. M. of Durham lodge. 
Newcastle; W. Bro. A. Boultbee, W. M. of Tuscan lodge, Newmarket 
and Bro. Joseph Jackes. J. W. of St. John's lodge, Toronto, are the 
only brethren alive in 1895. 

The Toronto " Daily Atlas." of 19th Julv, 1858. contained the 
followmg brief account of the meeting of the two Grand Lodges and 
the union: 

" The Grand Lodge of Canada closed its session on Friday, and its 
members have returned to their respective localities, to bear to their various 
lodges the official tidings already conveyed with the lightning's flash, that 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


peace, love and unity reign triumphant. We have already laid before our 
readers the masterly address of the Most Worshipful Grand Master, a docu- 
ment w^hich has been perused w^ith interest and delight, not only by the 
* brethren of the mystic tie,' but by members of the uninitiated and outer world. 
The list of Grand Officers, and a brief notice of the union of the Grand Lodges, 
or rather the fusion of Ancient Grand Lodge into the Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada, together w^ith the resolutions consummating this happy event, have like- 
wise been given in our preceding issues, but we cannot record the close of 
this meeting, attended as it has been, by such interesting and important events, 
without a cursory notice of this great and happy occasion. For years, the 
Brethren had been striving, for good and sufficient reasons, to establish an 
independent Grand Lodge for this magnificent colony. Various measures 
were brought forward for the accomplishment of this object but without suc- 
cess, until the erection of the Grand Lodge of Canada proclaimed to the 
Masonic world that the Canadian Craft had deemed that the time for ACTION 
had arrived. A portion of the brethren however dissented from the course 
pursued, and endeavored to attain the same end, ' waiting a little longer/ 
The ' good time/ however, did not come, and negotiation having failed to 
realize their hopes, the brethren last alluded to, following in the steps of the 
Grand Lodge, constituted themselves The Ancient Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada, assuming similar powers and jurisdiction to the Grand Lodge already 
established. It is not our intention to enter here on a discussion of the rights 
or merits of the case. Most of the great Masonic luminaries of the world 
have given this subject their deepest and most earnest consideration. Num- 
berless were the opinions advanced and arguments used to prove the Grand 
Lodge right and the Grand Lodge wrong. Each had its able, zealous 
and conscientious supporters; but there was only one point on which a un- 
animity of opinion prevailed, and that was this: That there should only be 
one Grand Lodge instead of two — and not only throughout the length and 
breadth of Canada did the desire for union rule, but foreign Masonic juris- 
dictions and brethren in the most exalted conditions, counselled, urged and 
labored for this consummation devoutly to be wished. The labor of love 
could not be without its fruit. Negotiations have gradually but surely ap- 
proached the culminating point, clearing away all difficulties and removing 
such stumbling blocks as stood in the way. 

'* Among those who watched eagerly, and with a heartfelt interest, as 
step by step the two bodies veered towards the altar of union, were the Most 
Worshipful the Grand Master of Vermont. Brother Tucker, and the Right 
Worshipful the Deputy Grand Master of Kentucky, Brother Robert Morris; 
and proud indeed did the Canadian Craft feel, that the opportunity afforded 
them of shewing their appreciation of the efforts of those two brethren should 
have been the great event for which they had so earnestly labored. 

'* On Wednesday last, the 14th July, 1858 (a day to be remembered by 
every Canadian Mason), the two Masonic bodies were- summoned to meet in 
Toronto, to adopt or reject the resolutions of union prepared by the Right 
Worshipful Brothers W. C. Stephens and T. D. Harington. For the last 
time two Grand Lodges met in Canada. Hach Grand Lodge first unanim- 
ously adopted the resolutions submitted, and shortly after 9 o'clock P.M. 
the members of the Ancient Grand Lodge having dissolved that body, marched 
in procession to the room where the Grand Lodge of Canada, Avith open 
hearts and arms awaited their arrival. There, headed by their late Grand 
Master, Brother Sir Allan N. MacNab, their Deputy Grand Master, Brother 
T. G. Ridout and Right Worshipful Brother Harington, together with their 
other officers and members, numbering about one hundred and fifty, they 
were welcomed with every token of brotherly love and affection. The Most 
Worshipful Grand Master Brother Colonel Wilson, descended from the 
throne and extended the hand of brotherly love to the gallant baronet, while 
vivas and huzzas pealed one after the other to the very echo from the lips 
of the assembled brethren, whose full hearts thus found a vent for their feel- 
ings too deep for words. To describe the scene at this moment with any 


HISTORV OF FREEMASONRY IX CANADA. 


thing like justice is beyond our power. The Grand honors were bestowed 
with all solemnity — and as hand met hand, and grip returned grip in the 
magic chain of brotherhood, each heart responded to the prayer: * May the 
links thus united never be broken/ At length came words, and such words 
as fell upon the ears and sank down deep into the hearts. The eloquent 
speeches of Brothers Tucker and Morris called down rapturous applause, as 
did the no less heartfelt and able remarks of Brothers Wilson, Sir A. N. 
MacNab, Stevens, Harington and Ridout. 

*' The union was complete. Happy indeed were they who witnessed its 
consummation — and ere the vivas which sealed the compact had died away 
on the air, the electric flash had sent the tidings throughout the length and 
breadth of the continent. We regret not being able to furnish a report oi 
the addresses, but doubtless from the pens of some of the brethren who spoke, 
we shall have the occasion alluded to in befitting terms. 

An adjournment then took place till next morning, when the delegates 
(over three hundred) met in St. Andrew's lodge room to elect the Grand 
Master and officers. This was the first commencement of work by the united 
body, and the very outset showed how sincerely the brethren had their hearts 
in the accomplishment of its union in the most comprehensive sense. Each 
officer was unanimously elected— and by the same vote. The rank of Past 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada was conferred on Brothers 
Harington and Stephens as an appreciation of their successful endeavors in 
bringing about the union. 

** In regard to Brother Wilson, it was necessary to suspend a certain por- 
tion of the constitution, which would have prohibited his filling the position 
another year, but so universal was the desire that he should be the first Grand 
Master over the united body that the Grand Lodge suspended the rule in this 
case, in order to have it in their power to pay honor where honor was due, 

*' The installation of the new Grand officers^ atad general routine and 
special business, occupied the attention of the Grand Lodge during Thursday 
and Friday, when the session was brought to a happy and joyful termina- 
tion — peace, harmony, and accord have characterized all its proceedings.'' 

The Toronto *' Leader " also editorially referred to the event thus: 

The members of the Ancient Fraternity, not alone in Canada, but 
throughout all North America, will learn with pleasure that the differences 
which for some time past have existed throughout the Craft, have at length 
been healed. A compromise, alike honourable and satisfactory, has been 
cfYected, though perhaps somewhat tardily, and so far as Upper Canada is 
concerned, the ha rniony which has for some time l>een unfortunately in- 
terrupted, is at length fully restored. At the annual meeting of the Grand 
Lodge, which commenced yesterday, it was arranged, by mutual consent, 
that in future only one Grand Lodge should be recognized in the place of the 
two which have existed, since the utifortunate differences with the Grand 
Lodge of the mother country. We are informed that the election of officers 
for the Grand Lodge of Upper Canada will take place to-day, and that the 
Masonic body will again present that unanimity of sentiment and action, 
the absence of which of late years has been so much regretted by all sincere 
members of that lodge. At the meeting which took place yesterday, after 
the decision that unanimity should in future prevail, several gentlemen ad- 
dressed the members present in eloquent speeches. Mr. Tucker, the Grand 
Master of the State of Vermont, made a very happy and effective address, 
and Sir Allan MacNab. also made a speech imbued with the truest Masonic 
sentiment, shortly after which the crowded assembly broke up. 

It is expected that the various lodges throughout Lower Canada will 
soon give in their adhesion to the new arrangements effected yesterday, and 
that thus one supreme Grand Lodge of Upper Canada will alone be in ex- 
istence." 


liro. Rob. Morris was present at the union of the Grand Lodg-es 
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in July, of 1858, and in a letter to the editor of the " Masonic Journal/' 
published at Haverhill, Mass., in August of that year, he says: 

I arrived at Toronto on Tuesday, the I3tli (July). Bro. P. C. Tucker 
fof Vermont) arrived the same evening. We met the committee on both 
sides and gave our opinion. Each Grand Lodge adopted the report by an 
almost unanimous vote, and at 10 o'clock p.m., on the 14th, Sir Allan Mac- 
Nab led his forces, one hundred and fifty strong, representing some fifty-four 
lodges, into the hall of the Wilson Grand Lodge, and the union was con- 
summated amidst great cheering and mutual congratulations. The basis is — 
' The Ancient ' Grand Lodge is dissolved — its lodges and ofiicers come into 
the Grand Lodge of Canada with equal honors and privileges, the same as 
oflFicers and lodges formerly adhering." 

At the amalgamation of the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada 
with the Grand Lodge of Canada, all the warrants which could be 
obtained from the lodges under the old Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West under England weie returned, but out of the twenty- 
one issued only those marked with a star found their way to the 
archives of the LTnited Grand Lodge of England at London. This 
fact was ascertained in May, 1894. The list is as follows: 

No. 


'754 . . 

755 - • 

756 • 

757 - - 
*758-.- 

759 - - 

760 . . 

761 . . . 
762 . . . 

*763... 

*764.-. 

765. . . 
♦766 . . . 
767 . . . 
768 

*769--^ - 
770 

*77r 

*772 

773 - 

*774 - • . ■ 


St. Andrew's Toronto (York). 

. Dalhousie Niagani. 

. Sussex . Brockville. 

. Niagara Niagara. 

.St. John's KingSrton. 

. Fridsburgh F redericksburg. 

. Addington Ernestown. 

.Union. . . Grimsby, 

.St. John's. R.A York. 

.Belleville Lodge Helleviile. 

St. John's . Haldimand. 

.King Hirann Oxford. 

Union Richmond. 


I 

2 , 

3. 
4- 
5. 
6. 

7- 
8. 

9- 
10. 
1 1 . 
12 . 

13- 

14. .... . . , Townsend, 

15.. St. George. .....St. Catharines. 

16 . . United . Murray. 

17 . . Union .\ncaster. 

18,. Western Light King. 

19.. P. E. Lodge HaUow«^U 

20. .Mount IS fori ah . Westminster. 

2T .True Britons* Perth. 


In the warrant of St. John's lodge, at Haldimand, No. 764, E. R., 
and Xo. n, provincial register, the number seems to have been altered 
from Xo. II to No. 5. In the parchment a pen-mark has been drawn 
through the 11 and " 5 substituted therefor. 




OBVERSE. REVERSE. 

The Unii^n Meoal, 185S. 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IK CANADA. 


This is known as the Vnion Medal." On its obverse are the 
words, within a wreath of maple and laurel. To commemorate the 
Union, consummated 14th July, 1858/' in six lines, the second and 
last two curving. 

On its reverse are the arms of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
described : 

Per pale; dexter, per fess ; the upper part gules, a chevron between 
the castles, argent; on the chevron a pair of compasses extended, the 
lower part gules, a beaver proper; sinister, a cross (vert) corded 
argent, the field beneath the cross quarterly azure and or; (i) a lion 
rampant; (2) ox passant; (3) a man with arms uplifted; (4) an eagle 
displayed. The dexter side of the shield is formed by ears of wheat, 
and the sinister by an olive branch. On a ribbon below, Audi, Vide, 
Tace (Hear, See, Be Silent). Crest: The Ark of the Covenant, over 
which two cherubs are bending, supporting two cherubim, each 
having one wing extended over the shield and crest. Between their 
wings, over the ark, are Hebrew letters, Legend: Grand Lodge of 
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada. 

The medal was issued in silver, silver gilt, bronze and white metal, 
the size given in the engraving. 


CHAPTER CXXIII. 

The Action of the Grand Lodge of England in Connection 
WITH THE Recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 
— Some Interesting Minutes. — Canon Portal Proves a 
Staunch Friend of the Canadian Craft. 

The fact that the Grand Lodge of England would not be led to 
kindly action but had to be forced most unwillingly to give the 
Canadian Craft its rights, was amply exemplified in the proceedings of 
its quarterly meetings, held on the of March, 1859, and ist June, 

1859, in London. 

It will be remembered that at the last quarterly meeting the 
Grand Lodge had recognized the Grand Lodge of Canada, but limited 
its jurisdiction to the Province of Canada West. 

The two Provinces of Canada East and West were united in 1841, 
and the Grand Lodge of Canada claimed jurisdiction over the entire 
territory, so that the proposed limitation of the territory by the Grand 
Lodge of England was promptly rejected. 

R. W. P*ro. Canon Portal had ever been the friend of Canada, as 
is shown by the report in the Masonic Observer and Grand Lodge 
Chronicle," of 20th March, 1859, as follows: 

At the Quarterly Meeting of the Grand Lodg^e of Engrland, held on the 
2nd March, 1859, on the question of the confirmation of the minutes of the 
last meetinpT. 

'* Bro. G. R. Portal said, it was his painful duty to move the non-confir- 
mation of so much of the minutes as related to the recog-nitton of the Grand 
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Lodge of Canada West. His reasons for doing so were, that when the Cana- 
dian brethren received the notification of the resolution passed at the last 
Grand Lodge, they immediately met, and refused to accept a favor which 
limited the jurisdiction of the new Grand Lodge to Canada West, whereas 
the two provinces had, by the acts of the imperial and colonial legislatures, 
become fused into one ever since 1841, while in their official acts and arrange- 
ments the Grand Lodge of Canada had laid equal claim to the jurisdiction 
over both Canada West and East. At this moment there were only six lodges 
in Lower Canada, holding from the Grand Lodge of England, and some of 
these were very shaky in their allegiance, while the Grand Lodge of Canada 
had twelve. He was not aware whether the information which had been sup- 
plied to him was in the hands of the Executive before the last Grand Lodge, 
but if so. Grand Lodge was, he thought, unfairly treated in being called upon 
to pass a resolution giving only limited jurisdiction to the new Grand Lodge. 
If it had been in their hands at the last meeting of the Grand' Lodge he 
was sure the resolution would not have been adopted, and it only showed the 
wisdom of the advice which he had given them to wait and see how they 
could most effectually hold out the right hand of fellowship to their Cana- 
dian brethren. The only step which was now consistent with the dignity of 
Grand Lodge was to refrain from offering to the Masons of Canada what 
they would not accept at the hands of Grand Lodge. 

Bro. Lord Holmesdale seconded the motion of Bro. Portal, as it was not 
right that that meeting should insult the Canadian brethren, by confirming a 
proposition which they had formally declared they could not accept, and thus 
throw down the apple of discord between the Craft in both countries. 

Bro. Gregory considered that the motion of Bro. Portal was most in- 
opportune. They had on the paper a notice that the M. W. the Grand Master 
was about to communicate to Grand Lodge the correspondence which had 
taken place betw^een himself and the Canadian brethren. He wished, for the 
sake of regularity in Grand Lodge, that Bro. Portal had reserved his observa- 
tions on the subject vintil Grand Lodge had heard what the M. W. the Grand 
Master had to lay before it. What they had heard from Brother Portal, they 
would, he thought, have heard better and more appropriately from the M. W. 
the Grand Master. He denied that the Canadian Masons looked upon the 
resolution of last Grand Lodge in the light of an insult; but it must, he 
thought, be a matter of astonishment to all the brethren, both here and in 
Canada, to find that the very brother who, on the last occasion, had on the 
paper a notice of motion tantamount to the resolution then placed before 
them by the M. W. the Grand Master, should be the one who now proposed 
that they should rescind it. He wondered if the worthy Brother would have 
moved that they should rescind his own resolution. He (Bro. Gregory) saw no 
reason why Grand Lodge should stultify itself in the wa^ proposed, by 
blowing both hot and cold water upon the question, and placing themselves 
in a false position. He regretted that Bro. Portal and his friends, who ob- 
jected to the confirmation of the minutes, had not waited until they heard the 
proposition which was about to be presented to Grand Lodge by the M. W. the 
Grand Master, one which, whilst, he believed, it secured the dignity of Grand 
Lodge, would also conciliate the feelings of the Canadian brethren. Not to 
confirm the resolution agreed to in December last, would be indeed to throw 
down the apple of discord. 

Bro. Whitmore wished to know where lay the larger amount of stultifi- 
cation, whether in refusing to confirm a resolution hastily adopted at last 
Grand Lodge, or in confirming the recognition of that which the Grand 
Lodge of Canada would not accept at their hands. Nothing could more 
clearly show the wisdom of the advice given them at last Grand Lodge by 
Bro. Lord Carnarvon and the advantages of delay than the present discus- 
sion. He was one of those independent members of Grand Lodge who, on 
that occasion, stood up and opposed precipitancy. He fully agreed with the 
remarks of the noble lord who seconded Bro. Portal's motion, that to con- 
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firm the resolution on the minutes would be an insult to the Canadian Ma- 
sons, and it was, he thought, impossible that Grand Lodge should so far 
degrade itself as to recognize that which the Grand Lodge of Canada did 
not thank them for, and would not accept. He hoped Grand Lodge would 
exercise its wisdom, discretion, and judgment, and decline to take that course. 
With regard to what had fallen from Bro. Portal, he (Bro. Whitmore) believed, 
that in December last, all the facts of the case were in possession of the 
executive, and that being the case, it was to be regretted that they had not 
communicated them to Grand Lodge. If it were not true, let it be stated so, 
and he was ready to apologise; but it if were true, then he would advise 
Grand Lodge not to commit the indiscretion of confirming that upon which 
they resolved without a full knowledge of the real facts of the case. (Cheers.) 

Bro. Slight approved of the observation of Bro. Gregory, that it would 
be far better to confirm the minutes at once, and wait for the discussion 
of this question until they heard the communication which, in accordance 
with the notice on the minutes of their proceeding, the M. W. Grand Master 
was about to place before Grand Lodge, because it was obvious that there was 
among those at the other end of the room a difference of opinion as to facts. As 
to the real question there was no point of doubt whatever, however great the 
attempt might be to involve it in obscurity. The plain state of the case was 
this: In December last, the M. W. Grand INTaster in this room made a mo- 
tion that the Grand Lodge of Canada should be recognized. That motion was 
opposed, and they all knew by whom, and most of the brethren would recol- 
lect how astonished G. Lodge was at hearing the opposition come from such 
a quarter. However, notwithstanding that opposition to the motion. Grand 
Lodge came to the unanimous resolution, that the Grand Lodge of Canada 
should be recognized. That was the great fact on which they had deter- 
mined. It now appeared, from some papers received from Canada, that on 
some points of detail, not of principle, there was a difference of some sort or 
other which could be easily adjusted. He therefore hoped the brethren would 
confirm the resolution recognizing the Grand Lodge of Canada, although 
that recognition might be opposed by those who had formerly voted for it: 
and that they would not allow their minutes to bear the record that they had 
refused that recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada which would be ap- 
proved of by every Mason in England. (Cheers.) 

The Rev. Bro. Portal said in reply, that Brother Slight seemed to impugn 
the truth of the statement he had read relative to the resolutions passed by 
the Grand Lodge of Canada. He did not choose to offer any explanation to 
that brother — but he considered it due to the G. M. to state that the resolu- 
tions he had read were verified by the signature of Bro. Harington, P. G. M, 
of Canada. 

" Bro. Hinckes admired the ingenuity, but not the moral, of those who 
sought to make the worse the better side. The Canadian brethren refused to 
accept a limited jurisdiction of their Grand Lodge at the hands of the Grand 
Lodge of England — (No, no) — and under these circumstances, he considered 
Bro. Portal fully justified, in moving the non-confirmation of the resolution 
giving them that jurisdiction. They had sent to Canada what they considered 
a boon to the brethren there, but the billows of the Atlantic had cast it back 
upon them with contempt. With what show of reason, justice or judgment 
could they refuse to rescind a resolution which forced upon their bretliren in 
Canada what they had refused to accept? He therefore hoped that, out of a 
proper deference to the feelmgs of the Grand Lodge of Canada, they would, 
when asked to confirm that resolution, unanimously answer. No. (Cheers 
and laughter.) 

*' Bro. Havers said he had heard with more amazement than he could well 
express, the course of proceeding that evening advocated by the brethren at 
the further end of the room. He would venture to lay the whole case, divested 
of verbiage, before Grand Lodge. He never denied, and he would never 
deny, that the Masons of Canada had had to complain of grievous short- 
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comings upon the part of Grand Lodge; but he would not now stop to inquire 
where lay the blame. The result, however, was, that their Canadian brethren 
felt themselves compelled to throw down their allegiance to the Grand Lodge 
of England. In that country, where we had once nearly 100 lodges, the great 
majority of them had left our banner. This change naturally created some 
exckcm^nt, but so soon as union was restored in Canada, the Grand Lodge 
of England acknowledged and recognized the independence of the Grand 
Lodge of that country. It was now attempted to be shown that the Cana- 
dian brethren refused that recognition. On the contrary, they accepted it, 
and thanked Grand Lodge for the promptitude it had displayed in making 
it. If the brethren had been content to wait — to spare their taunts upon the 
Executive — until they had heard the correspondence, and looked at the dates 
of that correspondence, they would have seen that such was the case. 
In that correspondence the^^ pointed to the fact that Grand Lodge 
had limited their jurisdiction. Grand Lodge had done so, and had 
done it with its eyes open. The Canadian brethren now asked Grand 
Lodge for what Grand Lodge was most willing to grant, namely — to give 
the greatest possible opportunity for the spread of Freemasonry. They all 
now understood that the jurisdiction which the Grand Lodge of Canada 
claimed was one extending over both provinces, and it was reasonable that 
it should have it. Out of the hundred lodges of Canada, which formerly 
hailed from the Grand Lodge of England, there were only two (not six) in 
Canada West, and only four (not twelve) in Canada East, which now ac- 
know^ledged the authority of the Grand Lodge of England. The two prov- 
inces, formerly divided, had been united since 1841, and were now on** ter- 
ritory. It was for these reasons that the Masons of Canada asked the Grand 
Lodge of England to grant to their Grand Lodge Masonic jurisdiction over 
all that country in w^hich there were now so few English lodges. He would 
now ask the brethren if they thought it consistent with the dignity and honor 
of Grand Lbdge to maintain a nominal sovereignty over a territory in which 
it had no lodges. They were all anxious for the welfare of Masonry, to see 
new temples rise for the solemnization of its mysteries, its principles spread, and 
never to limit it to the narrow ground under the jurisdiction of any par- 
ticular Grand Lodge. Canada had spoken, and spoken with a loud voice, 
upon this question: and within the last four-and-twenty hours a most court- 
eous and fraternal letter had been received by the M. W. Grand Master from the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, asking Grand Lodge to reconsider this question. 
If Bro. Portal had only allowed the M. W. Grand Alaster to state — that in 
that kindness of feeling by which he was actuated to our Colonial brethren, 
he w^as prepared to remedy whatever error they had fallen into at tTie last 
meeting of Grand Lodge, and grant the independent Grand I^odge of Canada 
a jurisdiction co-extensive with the Canadian territory — the brethren would 
have been spared all the useless discussion which had taken place. (Cheers.) 

Bro. Hearne here remarked that the M. W. Grand Master had that night 
ruled, that no part of the minutes could be separately confirmed or rejected; 
and was proceeding to found some argument upon the rule, when the M. W. 
Grand Master interposed and said he had never laid down any such rule. 
It he had not been imderstood he was perfectly willing to state his opinion 
over again. (No, no.) 

After a few words of explanation from Bro. Rev. G. R. Portal, in which he 
stated his information was foimded on a communication containing the resolu- 
tions passed at a meeting of the Grand Lodge of Canada, signed by Bro. 
Harin^ton, P. Prov. G. M. for Quebec, the M. W. Grand Master put the 
amendment of Bro. T*ortal to the vote, and declared it lost by a large ma- 
jority — an announcement which was received with loud cheers.'' 

While Canon Portars motion with reg-arcl to the confirmation of 
the minutes of the December meeting- of 1858 was not carried, yet the 
discussion led to a reconsideration by the Grand Master of Eng^land 
of the case, as presented by the Canadian brethren. 


HISTORY OF 


FREEMASONRY 


IlSr CANADA. 


There can be no doubt that the difficulty that presented itself to 
the Grand Master, the Karl of Zetland, was that if recognition were 
given to the entire territory claimed by Canada, the Knglish lodges 
and brethren who did not affiliate with Canada would be in a very 
awkward position. So that betw^een the March and June meetings, 
the Earl of Zetland and M. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of Canada, were actively employed in arranging 
terms that would not operate unfairly against English lodges and 
brethren in the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Canada. Hence 
the famous Zetland-Wilson agreement, which secured for all English 
lodges in Canada the right to work in the jurisdiction, irrespective of 
the authority of the newly-formed Grand Lodge of Canada. There 
is no more interesting report of any meeting of the Grand Lodge of 
England than that of June ist, 1859, as reported in the Masonic 
Observer'' of 20th June, i859< It reads: 

At the Quarterly Meeting of the Grand Lodge of England held on June 
1st, 1859, the following is reported under the head, 

GRAND LODGE OF CANADA. 

The M. W. Grand Master then said: It now becomes my duty to com- 
municate to you the result of the undertaking which you placed in my hands, 
when you unanimously requested me to communicate with the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, for the recognition of the rights of English Masons residing within 
its jurisdiction, and to take such other steps as I thought necessary for main- 
taining the honor and dignity of this Grand Lodge. I have now, with much 
pleasure, to inform you of the result of the commvinications which have passed 
between us; but in order to prevent any misconception, I thought it bettei 
to put down in writing the main points of the case; and I will premise, that 
as some of the letters are marked private, I do not think it right or proper 
to lay the whole of the correspondence before you, but to communicate to 
you the result, and assure you that nothing of importance is concealed from 
you." The noble Earl then read as follows: 

" At a meeting of Grand Lodge it was determined that the final arrange- 
ments respecting the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada should be 
left in my hands. I do not think it necessary to take up the time of Grand 
Lodge by reading the whole of the correspondence which has taken place, 
but in communicating its result I anticipate with pleasure the satisfaction 
with which I feel sure Grand Lodge will hear that all the differences hereto- 
fore existing between our brethren in Canada and ourselves are now happily 
terminated. The questions to be considered were: t. The extent of jurisdic- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of Canada. a. The position of private lodges and 
individual brethren still holding firm in their allegiance to the Grand Lodge 
of England. 3. The position of the Provincial Grand Lodges of Montreal 
and Quebec. As regards the extent of jurisdiction to be accorded to the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, I have already expressed an opinion that the Grand 
Lodge of England, actuated by the true spirit of Masonry, would never seek 
to limit its spread to those only who would be subject to its control. 
Believing, under existing circumstances, that union will be restored, that 
Masonry will spread, and its true principles be disseminated far and wide 
through the land, and tmwilling on the part of Grand Lodge of England to 
claim a nominal sovereignty over a territory where we have so few and the 
Grand Lodge of Canada so many lodges, I readily consented to the jurisdic- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of Canada being acknowledged over the whole 
province, a course which I have already expressed my approval of, and which 
I should have been equally ready to recommend in December last, had it 
been understood that application to such efifect had been made. The Provinces 
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia still remain subject to the Grand Lodge 
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of England. T felt it my duty to stipulate for the full recognition of all the 
rights and privileges of private lodges and of individual brethren, and this 
has been willingly accorded. I have informed the Grand Lodge of Canada 
that it is not my intention to grant warrants for new lodges in any part of 
Canada. The Pro vincial Grand Lodge of Montreal having virtually ceased 
to exist for several years past, I do not think it desirable, nor shall I take any 
steps to resuscitate it. I have directed it to be intimated to the lodges still 
remaining in the Montreal district, that they may, according to their wish, 
be either placed under the Provincial Grand Master of Quebec or may com- 
municate direct with the Grand Lodge of England. I have felt it to be my 
duty to stipulate that the rights and privileges of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Quebec shall be fully recognized and respected, inasmuch as that 
Provincial Grand Lodge has existed and held authority from a period long 
anterior to the formation of any Grand Lodge in Canada, and none of its 
lodges have at any period joined, or expressed a desire to join, the Grand 
Lodge of Canada. I have claimed, therefore, th^t the privilege which they 
have possessed for years should still be secured to them. In reply to the 
clairn thus put forth, it is urged that Provincial Grand Lodges are of recent 
origin, and that their rights and privileges are ill-defined. I am glad to 
perceive that though there is an evident dislike, on the part of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, to the existence of a Provincial Grand Lodge within its 
jurisdiction, that the claim I have made is acceded to, and I rely with full 
confidence on the assurance given me by the Grand Master of Canada, ' That 
no one connected with his Grand Lodge will attempt to interfere with either 
their rights or privileges, whatever they may prove to be.' I congratulate 
Grand Lodge on the happy result at length arrived at. I must express my 
gratification at the courteous and fraternal spirit exhibited by the Grand 
Master, and say how entirely I reciprocate the feeling expressed in the last 
sentence of his letter dated 23rd April. I feel that I cannot take leave of this 
subject better than by quoting that sentence to Grand Lodge. The following 
are the words of his letter addressed to me: * Again I thank you, Most 
Worshipful Sir, for the kind and fraternal feeling evinced by your last com- 
munication, and indulge in the hope that nothing will hereafter occur to dis- 
turb the harmony and good feeling which I now regard as firmly established 
between our respective jurisdictions. ' " His lordship concluded by saying: ** I 
need scarcely assure Grand Lodge of the satisfaction which I feel in seeing 
the matters thus settled, and I hope Grand Lodge will join with me in ex- 
pressing its satisfaction at the result which has taken place in the arrange- 
ments of this complicated and embarrassing aflfair." (Cheers.) 

Bro. Rd. Havers, Prov. G. W., Oxfordshire, then said: M. W. Grand 
Master and brethren, the communication which has just been made to us, 
must, I think, be a source of the greatest satisfaction to Grand Lodge. That 
communication will, as a matter of course, come upon the minutes of our 
proceedings; but I am sure I only speak the feelings of every brother present 
when I say, that we should regret to see it placed on those minutes un- 
accompanied by a declaration of our satisfaction at the able and judicious 
manner in which the negotiation has been carried out. Believing that there is 
no question of Masonic law which has been overlooked, and that there is no 
fact connected with the negotiation wdiich has not been already given to 
Grand Lodge, I trust I shall not be out of order in founding on what we have 
just heard, a motion as follows: That this Grand Lodge expresses its 
gratification at the happy result which has attended the labors of the Grand 
Master in the settlement of the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
and of¥ers its best thanks to the M, W. Grand Master for the able and 
judicious manner in which he has brought this important matter to a suc- 
cessful termination. (Cheers). 

Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal said: " M. W. Grand Master and brethren, I 
have great pleasure in seconding the motion of Brother Havers, There can- 
not, my lord, be two opinions upon the subject of the negotiations which 
have taken place. First of all, they have been conducted with all the dignity 
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and courtesy which we might justly expect from you; and, in the second place, 
there is no right or privilege which we could wish that has not been conceded to 
our brethren in Canada. Having on the one hand regard to the privileges 
of those who still maintain their connection with us, and on the other to the 
concessions made to the Canadian Grand Lodge, we may congratulate our- 
selves on the issue to which your lordship has brought this peculiarly delicate 
negotiation." (Cheers. ) 

Bro. Sir L.ucius Curtis, in putting the resolution, expressed the satisfac- 
tion he felt in doing so. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 


CHAPTKR CXXIV. 

% 

Biography of M. W. Bro. Sir A. iST. MacNab, Provincial Grand 
Master of the Third Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Upper Canada (1845-57), and Grand Master of the 
Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada (1857). 

While R. W. Bro. Sir Allan Napier MacNab did not take as deep 
an interest in Craft work as the head of a governing^ body should have 
done, yet when the circumstances surroundincr the state of Masonry in 
1840-45 are considered, it is not surprising- that the workers bent on 
having- a permanent organization in a revived Grand Lodge were de- 
termined to have a leading citizen as the nominal head of the fra- 
ternity in Canada West. The story of the appointment has been told 
in the history of the revival of the Craft in 1845, while here is given 
the biography of the brother who was the means eventually of 
cementing the union which in 1858 gave Masonry in Canada an im- 
l)etus never experienced from the day that R. W. Bro. McGillivray 
opened the Second Provincial Grand Lodge at Vork in September 
of 18:22. 

Allan Napier MacNab was by birth a Canadian, and was the first 
native born to hold the highest office in the gift of the Craft. His 
grandfather was Captain, afterwards Major, Robert IMacNab of the 
43nd Regiment, known as the Black Watch/' who previous to this 
service in the army resided on a property known as Oundurn, at the 
head of Loch Karn in Perthshire. His father, Allan MacNab, entered 
the army in the yt\\ Regt. of Foot, and was subseQuently promoted to 
the Third Regiment of Dragoons. He was attached to the stafT of 
Col. Jno. G. Simcoe and had a commission as lieutenant in the 
cavalry company of the Queen's Rangers, to wdiich Wm, Jarvis 
belonged. During- the Revokttionary War, MacNab, who was a 
gallant officer, displayed considerable courag^e, and before its close 
had no less tha^ thirteen wounds received in fiorhtinof for his country. 
After convalescence he accomnanierl Col. Simcoe to Upper Canada as 
aide-de-camp, and settled at Niag^ara, where he retired on half-pay and 
lived for some years after the removal of the p^overnment from Niag^ara 
to York. 

About 1800 the family, with their two-year-old son, Allan Napier, 
moved to York, where the father was given a clerkship in the of¥ice of 
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\\^illiam Jarvis, the Provincial Secretary, Shortly afterwards Lieut, 
AlacXab was appointed Serg-eant-at-Arms of tlie House of Assembly, 
a position which he held for many years. 

Allan MacNab's kinsman, the Laird of MacX^ab, and chief of that 
clan, emigrated to Upper Canada and settled on the Ottawa River. He 
was a man noted for peculiarities. He frequentl}^ paid a visit to his 
kinsman at York, and, as he wore the Hig;hland dress, he received 
more than ordinary notice from the few hundred inhabitants of the 






R. VV. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab. 


muddv little town. His presence in the church of St. James, which 
he always attended when in York, was an event that gave the service 
an additional interest, and when he trudged down King- street east to 
the clapboarded structure of the MacNab's, which still stands much as 
it did in the days of 1800, he was followed by an admiring rabble. 

tory is told of the Laird's visit to the Court of Kings's Bench 


A story 

York. He entered the court wearing his Highlatid l>onnet, 


ordered by the Sheriff to uncover, he brusquely replied that 
MacNab of MacNab doffs his bonnet to no man." 


at 

and when 
The 
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Allan Napier Mac Nab, with whom we are more particularly in- 
terested, was educated at the Jrlome District School in York — an in- 
stitution which in later days developed into the famous blue school 
of College Square, north of St. James' Cathedral. He was there from 
about i«07 until 1813, and in that year, after the surrender of the 
town, both father and son accompanied the retreating forces to 
Ivingston. Sir Roger Sheaffe was young MacNab's friend, and at 
Kingston secured for him a midshipman's berth on Commodore Yeo's 
ship — The Wolfe/' After some years he left the naval branch of 
the service and joined the looth Regiment as a volunteer, under Col. 
Murray. After the burning of Newark, it was decided to capture the 
American Fort at Niagara, and Allan N. MacNab was one of the 
storming party, and for his gallantry was awarded an ensigncy in the 
49th Regt. of Foot. He took part in the attack on Buffalo, under 
General Riall, and then joined his regiment at AiontreaJ. He was en- 
gaged in the siege of Plattsburg on the Saranac River, near the mouth 
of Lake Champlain, and was in the fiercest part of the fight. He was so 
disgusted with General Prevost's Council that, it is said, he broke the 
blade of his sword in two, vowing that he would never fight again 
under such a leader. 

After the war he was placed on half-pay, returned to York, where 
he became an articled clerk in the law office of the Attorney-General 
of the Province. In 1835 he married JMiss Brooke, a daughter of ' 
Lieut. Daniel Brooke, of York, by whom he had a son and daughter. 
He was called to the bar in 1836 and entered upon the practice of his 
profession at Plamilton, and in 1830 represented the County of Went- 
worth in the Legislative Assembly. 

In 1837 he was elected Speaker of the Assembly and retained that 
position until the union of the Provinces in 1841. In the rebellion of 
1837 he assembled the men of Gore,'' and in the York, Niagara and 
London Districts, helped to stamp out the tires of rebellion. After 
this civil war he was knighted. He continued his law work at 
Hamilton, was made a Q.C, and also represented the city in the 
ParUament of the provinces up to 1857. He was Speaker of the 
House from November, 1844, to February, 1848, and after an extend- 
ed political career he resigned his seat on account of ill-health 
in October, 1857. He resided in England from 1859^ and in the spring 
of i860 returned to Canada, when he was returned as member for the 
Western Division in the House of Commons. While in England he 
had been consulted by the Home Government on the subject of 
colonial defences, and after his return to Canada received the honorary 
rank of Colonel in the British Army and honorary aide-de-camp to 
the Queen. In 186:2 he was chosen as the first Speaker of the Legis- 
lative Council, but after the first season he returned to Hamilton in 
ill-health and died in August, 1862. 

Plis son, by his first wife, died in 1834, and a daughter, by this 
wife, married Asst. Commissary General Davenport. His second 
wife was Mary Stuart, eldest daughter of the sheriff of the Johnstown 
district, by whom he had two daughters, the elder of whom married 
Viscount Bury, afterwards the Earl of Albemarle, and the younger. 
Sir Dominick Daly, 

Sir Allan's death and burial formed a general topic of discussion in 
Canada for many weeks after his body had been committed to the 


HISTORY OF FRKEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


grave. He had been an Anglican, and was believed to be a 
firm adherent and member of that communion until the hour of 
his death. But Mrs. MacNab, his brother's widow, was a 
Roman Catholic, and during the knight's last moments permitted 
the presence of a Romish Bishop, who, while Sir Allan was 
insensible, administered baptism, confirmation and extreme unction 
as provided for in the ceremonial and liturgy of the Roman 
Catholic Church. The first intimation of this act came from the Rev. 
Mr. Geddes of Hamilton, on the Sunday following the cleath. In a 
brief address he said that Sir Allan was dead, that for twenty-seven 
years he had worshipped with that congregation and that a few 
w^eeks before he had partaken of the Lord's Supper with other mem- 
bers of the congregation and was present in his seat in the church the 
Sunday before that on which he died. The reverend gentleman also 
said that on Thursday he had called at Dundurn and had made three 
successive but inef¥ectual attempts to see Sir Allan, that on Friday 
morning, on calling, he had been told that Sir Allan had renounced 
the Anglican faith, had become a pious Catholic and had been received 
into the bosom of the Roman Catholic Church. For the satisfaction 
of his friends and the community Mr, Geddes declared that on Friday 
morning in the presence of credible witnesses Sir Allan had solemnly 
expressed his desire to die in the pure faith of the Church of England, 
but that apparently other influences had been at work, and he had 
been notified that he would not be permitted to officiate at the grave 
of his parishioner and friend. 

These statements created consternation amongst the congregation. 
This alleged conversion of Sir Allan is said to have been brought about 
by the influence of Airs. McN^tb, the widow of his brother, who had 
taken charge of his household after the death of his wife in 1846, and 
who, as already stated, was a zealous member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. It was not believed at the time that Sir Allan ever consented 
to receive the ministrations of the Roman Catholic clergy; indeed, it 
has always been alleg'ed that when the rites of that church were being 
administered he was totally unconscious of what was taking place, and 
the entire Protestant community of the country rightly came to the con- 
clusion that the ceremony had been a mockery. On the other hand 
his sister-in-law and the Roman Catholic clergy insisted that months 
before his death, when in perfect health, Sir Allan had promised to 
join the Roman Catholic Church, and that when the sacraments of 
that church had been administered he was in full possession of all his 
faculties and conscious of what was taking place. This story did not, 
however, convince the public. 

The will of the late knight had named Mr. T. C. Street and Mrs. 
MacNab as executor and executrix respectively. The former declined 
to act, and, consequently, the latter was left to her ow^n devices. Mrs. 
MacNab announced hei' desire thai her late brother-in-law should be 
buried according to the rites of the Roman Catholic Church, and, as 
she could legally claim possession of the coffin, she could direct what- 
ever burial she deemed proper. Leading men of both sides of politics 
had assembled in the hall at Dundurn, awaiting the funeral services, 
but when thev heard that the late knight was to be buried according 
to the form of the Roman Catholic Church, nearly all left the house, 
among them being the Chief Jtistice, the Chancellor of Upper Canada. 
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the Hon. John Heward Cameron, and many others. The sisters of the 
deceased baronet and their friends, who did not agree with the wishes 
of the executrix, were powerless, and the general public showed their 
view of the situation by declining to follow the remains to the Roman 
CathoUc burial ground. 

Sir Allan N. MacNab's Masonic career was unimportant in that 
his selection for the position of Provincial Grand Master was due to 
the fact that he was a man of affairs, prominent in social and political 
circles, and one whose name would carrN^ with it that influence and 
effect necessary to an organization, which in those days had a 
hard struggle to reach a vantage ground from which it could not 
be dislodged. 

Sir Allan was made a Mason in St. Andrew's lodge. No. i, 
Toronto, on the 14th DecV., 1841. The minutes of the lodge for that 
date read that Sir Allan Napier MacNab was then admitted and 
initiated in the first degree." He received his second or Fellow Craft 
degree in Barton lodge, Hamilton, on the i-2th Jan'y, 1842. There is, 
however, no record of his affiliation with Barton lodge. The minutes 
of this meeting are meagre. The date, names of officers, members and 
visitors are given, and a list of six brethren, which included Br. Sir 
A. N. MacNab," who was passed to the second degree," ana the line 
following reads: Sir A. N. MacNab pd. lo/o/' On the 29th Dec, 
1842, Br. MacNab was raised to the sublime degree of a Master 
Alason/' The original register of members of St. Andrew's lodge, tlien 
No. I, now No. 16, was burned in the great fire of January, 1895, on 
Yonge, Melinda and Jordan streets. The Secretary had his place of 
business in one of the buildings and brought there from the lodge 
room the original register. When this fire occurred the most valued 
MS. record of St. Andrew's lodge was destrox ed. 

In 1885, a history of St. Andrew's lodge had been prepared and 
printed, and with it a register of the members, frotii 1823-85. In this 
register, on page 60, and No. 160 on the list, is the entry: 160 d., Mac- 
Nab, Sir Allan Napier, initiated Dec. 14, '42.'' The letter d signi- 
fies tliat the brother is dead. This, however, is clearly a typographical 
error, for as has been stated, there is an undoubted record of Sir 
Allan's initiation on 14th Dec'r, 1841, and of his passing on the 12th 
January, 1842. 

Bro. wSir Allan N. MacNab did not visit St. Andrew's lodge 
again until St. John's day, June 24th, 1844," when the lodge 
met at eleven a.m. and attended Divine Service. The next 
occasion was the 6th August, 1845, when Br. Sir A. N. MacNab, 
P. G. M.,'' was present. His name is also given in the minutes of 3rd 
December, 1845, when he was appointed one of a committee to make 
arrangements in connection with the celebration of the Festival of St. 
John in that month. The R. W. Brother's name does not again appear 
in the minutes of his mother lodge. 

It was not a matter of surprise that Sir Allan should have desired 
admission to the Craft, as his personal friends in Hamilton were all 
numbers of the fraternity. 

Others who filled positions in the Craft from 1793-1845 have 
had their acts reviewed. Some of these men lacked many of the 
elements which should be possessed by all who are called to rule. 
Others were men of mark and justly earned the tribute due to those 
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whose acts as citizens and skill as craftsmen entitle them to the life- 
long respect of the Craft. One may adopt a middle course in dealing 
with the Masonic life of Bro. Sir Allan AiacNab. 

When only a Fellow Craft in the summer of 1842 he visited 
Scotland and took part in a Masonic function when the foundation 
stone of Victoria l^all, a building for the use of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, was laid on the 3rd Sept., 1842. It was 
while on this visit to Edinburgh that he received on the ist August^ 
1842, a patent as the Provincial Grand Master in Canada for the 
Scottish Grand Lodge. 

Sir Allan returned to Canada in the autumn ot 1842. He gave 
no intimation of the honor conferred upon him, and for some years 
the Craftsmen of Hamilton v/ere not aware that as a Master Mason, he 
had become a full-fledged Provincial Grand Master. 

Sir Allan, however, was not satisfied with his Scotch appoint- 
ment. While it was an honorable one it did not carry weight with 
the Canadian Craft, w^ho generally ow^ed allegiance to the Grand 
Lodge of Kngland. So in the summer of 1844, when he paid 
a visit to Kngland, he interview^ed prominent friends in the United 
Grand Lodge, and so placed the case before them that on the 28th 
August, 1844, he received the additional honor of appointment as 
District Grand Master for Kngland of the Provincial or District 
Grand Lodge of Canada W est. The knight returned to Canada in 
the autumn of 1844, and, as of his first, so of this new appointment, 
nothing was said by him to anyone. 

On the 13th May, 1845, St. Andrew's lodge resolved that it 
would communicate with the lodges of Canada West, and, through 
their W. M., W. Bro. T. G. Ridout, who was visiting Kngland, solicit 
the formation of another Provincial Grand Lodge, and that it would 
recommend to Kngland his appointment as its Provincial Grand 
Master. 

At an emergent meeting of Barton lodge, Hamilton, called for 
the 17th May, 1845, tlie first time since he had been made a Master 
Mason, Sir Allan was present. It could easily be seen why the gallant 
knight had considered it advisable to attend the meeting. St. Andrew's 
lodge had invoked the aid of Barton and other lodges in connection 
with the appointment of Bro. Ridout. The memorial had been 
submitted to the officers of Barton lodge and discussed. The 
matter came to the knowledge of Sir Allan, who said that he 
would make a statement at an emergency, wdiich was to be called 
on the evening of the 17th. Twenty leading members were present. 
The lodge was opened by W. Bro. Beasley " in the third degree," and 
then, as the minutes state: 

" The lodge was called by order of the W. M. to take into consideration 
a communication received from St. Andrew's Lodge, Toronto, soliciting our 
lodge to co-operate with them in petitioning the G. L. of England to appoint 
Bn T. G. Ridout, their W. M., Provincial G. M. of a Grand Lodge in this 
province. 

Our Right Worshipful Brother, Sir A. N. Mac Nab havmg produced the 
Warrant empowering him to convene and hold a Provincial G. Lodge, it 
was moved by Br. H. R. O'Reilly, and seconded by Br. R. O. Duggan, and 
unanimously carried: 
59a 
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Resolved — That the Secretary be instructed to communicate to St. An- 
drew's Lodge, Toronto, that our worthy and Rt. Worshipful Br. Sir A. N. 
MacNab, having been appointed by the Grand Lodge of England to the 
office of Provincial Grand Master of Canada West, and our said Rt. Wor- 
shipful Brother, having in consultation with this lodge, accepted the said 
appointment, and the charter, bearing date the 28th August, A.L. S^44> 
conferring the said appointment, having been received by him, this lodge, 
taking into consideration the respect in which they hold the Rt. W. the G. L. 
of England and their acts, as well as the fitness and capacity of our said Rt. 
W. Brother for the said office, cannot with propriety, if they felt so dis- 
posed, second the cause proposed by our brethren of St. Andrew's lodge. 
And that the W. M. of St. Andrew's lodge be respectfully requested to com- 
municate this information to all the lodges in Canada West to whom his 
lodge communicated the resolution sent to this lodge, with the least possible 
delay, in order to prevent any misunderstanding among the Craft." 

Sir Allan had prior to the meeting stated to Bro. C. 11. Webster 
and Bro. Beasley, that he had a warrant from Eng-land as Provin- 
cial Grand Master, and that it had been issued in 1844. This was 
news to these brethren, and it was a matter of general surprise to those 
assembled, when after the meeting had been opened Sir Allan produced 
his warrant of appointment from England, and also, although this is 
not recorded in tlie minutes, displayed an earlier warrant from the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

The entire proceedings can best be given by the recital of an 
interview with W. Bro. C. H. Webster, the only one of the twenty 
brethren who assembled on the 17th May, 1845, alive in 1895. Bro. 
"Webster says : 

- We knew nothing of the Scotch and English warrants in Ham- 
ilton until the memorial came up from Toronto for Bro. Ridout. 
On that day 1 had a talk with Sir Allan, who was then pretty active 
and in town daily. I told him of the Toronto proposal, whereupon 
he quickly said: 'I'm the Provincial Grand ^Master of England in 
Canada, and IVe the appointment out at Oundurn yet, and I also 
hold the same office in Canada under the Grand Lodge of Scotland/ 
I admit that I was surprised. I had heard that Sir Allan when in 
Scotland had taken part in a Masonic demonstration in connection 
with the laying of a foundation stone in September, 1842, but never 
dreamed that seven months after he had been made a Fellow Craft 
and five before he was an M. 1\T. he would be Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter. I immediately told Bro. Beasley and he was more than surprised. 
Next day, the i6th, the day before the meeting — Sir Allan came into 
my shop! and produced to me his Scotch warrant, dated the ist 
August, 1842, and his English warrant of the 28th August, 1844. 
This settled the matter. I saw^ that Sir Allan held the ground and 
could do as he pleased, for, said he, ' I can open a Provincial Grand 
Lodge under England or Scotland.' There was no doubt that he 
could, so Bro. Beasley determined to call an emergency for the next 
evening. Word was passed around and we had about twenty or 
thereabouts of the members present. Sir Allan was there, and the 
minutes tell exactly what was done. Bro. Ridout saw that the To- 
ronto brethren had been cut out, that the whole aflfair had been ar- 
ranged, very probably by Sir Allan himself when he was in the old 
country in 1842 and 1844. In 1845, after the Provincial Grand Lodge 
was formed. Sir Allan paid a visit to England and saw the Grand 
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Lodge people in London. However, Bro. Ridout fiirallv agreed to act 
as Deputy Provincial Grand Master. If I remember aright Uro. 
Ridovit went over to England a few days after the Hamilton meeting 
of the 17th Alay, and saw the Grand Secretary and, if I mistake not, 
the Grand Master of England.'' 

It is doubtful whether the gallant knight ever had any direct 



interest in or love for the Craft and its objects, or whether he cared 
particularly for Masonry. With the hereditary instincts of his clan 
and race he had natural ambition to govern, and, as in his political 
life, so in his fraternal connection, he sought for honors and was 
willing to take the chances of rightly discharging the duties appertain- 
ing thereto. His experiences in political life were wide and varied. He 
perhaps thought that he could transfer the experiences of the one 
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to the Other without submitting himself to unfavorable criticism, for- 
getting that all the experience he possessed would not serve where 
the very alphabet of what he had to do was an unknown quantity. 

His acceptance of office from Scotland seven months after bemg 
made a F. C. and the absolute silence preserved concerning the 
appointment in Canada signify that Sir Allan must have been con- 
scious that his ambition had led him into a part that he could not 
play even as a novitiate. His willingness to wear the regalia of the 
Froviiicial Grand Master of Kngland in Canada was additional evi- 
dence that he did not object to being covered with honors. The 
reticence displayed concerning the second appointment did nox 
strengthen his influence when it became known that one of the best 
workers in the Craft had been displaced by the over-weaning ambi- 
tion of a brother, who had only been three times in a lod >-e in Canada 
previous to his appointment as Provincial Grand Master under 
Kngland. 

Kven in Hamilton the Craft was dissatisfied with the appoint- 
ment. While it recognized the honor paid to a fellow townsman, the 
knowledge that the appointment had been given to a brother who had 
no claim but that of political distinction dampened the enthusiasm. 
In fact, it w^as freely stated that W. Bro. Ridout's nomination would 
have been greatly preferred. 

The truth is that the distingviished politician was content to ac- 
cept all the honors that could be thrust upon him, and, so long as he 
could carry in his pocket the parchments with the great seals of 
the Grand Lodge of Kngland and Scotland affixed thereon, he was 
willing to allow others to do the work while he possessed the glory of 
holding the position. 

On the other hand, he felt somewhat of the responsibility, and 
from the 17th of May until the date of the opening of the Third Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge in August, he had many interviews with Bros. 
Beasley, Webster and Bull as to the procedure necessary to start 
the Provincial body on its journey of usefulness. 

Sir Allan was naturally a kindly, though brusque, specimen of a 
clansman. He was well disposed towards his fellowmen and popular 
with all classes. His name in Hamilton was as a household word. 
Sir Allan knew everyone and everyone knew Sir Allan. His familiar 
form, clad frequently in a suit of Canadian grey cloth, especially in 
the autumn, was known as well in Toronto as in the city where he 
lived. He took the world easily and his night's rest was never dis- 
turbed, even if he had not as much of material wealth as he thought 
he was entitled to. He had a streak of good humor in his nature, 
enjoyed a hearty laugh and, if ruffled for a moment with anything 
that did not go as he wanted, he had the happy faculty of forgetting 
and, to a certain extent, of forgiving. 

After the meeting of 17th May, 1845* Sir Allan was present at 
the Festival of St. John, on the 24th June, and on the 6th August, 
1845, when an emergency was called to make arrangements for re- 
ceiving the members of the new Provincial Grand Lodge, which ,was 
to be formed, and again on the 17th December at an emergent meet- 
ing of Barton Lodge. 

On the 9th August, 1845, the Third Provincial Grand Lodge 
was organized at Hamilton, under the registry of England, with Sir 
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Allan N. M acNab in the chair. This was the oiil\' meeting of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge that he attended until the 15th June, 
1848, when Grand Lodge met at Hamilton. In November of 
185c he was with the brethren at Toronto, and at the semi-annual 
meetmg in Kingston in 1854, and again at Toronto in September, 
1857, when the IVovmcial Grand Lodge under England was dis- 
solved and the " Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada,*' formed, and finallv 
he was present at the union on 14th July, 1858, when the Ancient 
Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of Canada were united in the 
present Grand Lodge of Canada. 

This act closed his Masonic career — a term of sixteen years, 
which was full of vicissitudes in Canadian Craft government. While 
it is admitted that his position in the Craft was nominal, and that its 
exigencies perhaps held h ini from the performance of many Masonic 
duties to which he would otherwise have attended, it must not be 
overlooked that his place in political and social circles p^ave to the 
Craft a revived position in the country, a position which had not 
until then been regained from the days of the Morgan trouble. 

An incident which occurred prior to the opening of the Pro- 
vincial body furnishes food for the assertion that the newly appointed 
Provincial Grand Master thought more of his parchment than of the 
responsibilities entailed by his obligation. W. Bros. Francis Richard- 
son, the W. M. of St. Andrew's lodge, No. i ; S. B. Campbell, Wm. 
Campbell, D. McLean, Charles Lynes, Richard Watson, A, Holwell 
and Dr. Arthur Burnside had gone to Hamilton to be present at the 
reorganization of the Provincial body, and to assist W. Bro. Richard- 
son, as the W. \l. of the senior lodge of the jurisdiction, in the instal- 
lation of the new Provincial Grand blaster. 

The representatives of the lodges had assembled in the Masonic 
Hall, awaiting the arrival of Sir Allan, who soon made his appearance 
in company with some of the Hamilton brethren. W. Bro. Richard- 
son, shaking hands with the knight, stated that prior to taking the 
chair he would require to be obligated, invested and installed into 
office, but to this proposal Sir Allan testily objected, saying: The ac- 
ceptance of this parchment, Bro. Richardson (producing his Eng- 
lish i^atent), is mv obligation — my warrant is sufficient, and I require 
no further installation." To this Bro. Richardson replied: Sir Allan, 
you are mistaken in your view. You are a Provincial Grand Master 
and must be obligate'd. Even if you were Grand Master of a sover- 
eign body an obligation would be required of you.'' Well," said Sir 
Allan, " if I desire I can open a Provincial Grand Lodge under 
Scotland in Canada and you could not question my authority, for 
I hold here my Scotch patent as Provincial Master, and have held 

it since 1842.'' ' ..... • . 11 

The production of this Scotch parchment was a surprise to all. 
V W Bro. Cornelius Webster, of Hamilton, states that the pro- 
duction of the patent from Scotland was a great surprise to Bro. 
Richardson and others who were present. . . ^ t_ 1 ir 

W Bro. Richardson, however, was firm, and msisted, on behalf 
of himself and the Toronto Craft, that without your obligation, 
Sir Allan, we cannot acknowledere vou as Provincial Grand Master.'* 
Sir Allan discussed the matter for a few moments with the 
Hamilton brethren, all of whom pointed out the absolute correctness 
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of the position taken by Bro. Richardson, and in his brusque Scotch 
manner finally said: ''I suppose you're right, Bro. Richardson 
Youll have your own way/' The obligation was then admniistered 
and Sir Allan was duly installed. 

With the union of the Grand Lodges Bro. Sir Allan Napier 
MacNab passed out of Craft life. He was never known to enter a 
lodge after the 14th July, 1858. 
3 


CHAPTKR CXXV. 

Biography of R. W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout, Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, 1845-58, Honorary Grand Mas- 
ter Grand Lodge of Canada, 1858. 

Prominent amongst the names of those who had an active and 
consecutive interest in the Craft life from 1 792-1 861 were Bro. Thomas 
Ridout, of Niagara, 1792-96, and York (Toronto), 1797- 1829, and 
his son, R. W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout, 1823-61. 

The Hon. Thomas Ridovit, the father, w^as an Knglishman, born 
in Sherbourne, Dorsetshire. He emigrated to America in 1774 and 
V. elder brother in Maryland until 1787. In that year he 
journeyed to the western states, was captured by an Indian tribe, and 
after months of captivity reached Detroit, then garrisoned by the 53^^ 
regiment. He accompanied the regiment from Detroit to Montreal, 
and remained there for some time. In 1789 he married Mary Camp- 
bell, daughter of Alexander Campbell, a United Kmpire Loyalist, on 
the Bay of Quinte, and afterwards he received an appointment in the 
commissariat department, and took up his residence at Newark, now 
Niagara. 

In 1793 he left the commissary department and entered the Sur- 
veyor-Generars Office, when the Hon. D. W. Smith was the Sur- 
veyor-General, and in 1 704 he hekl the position of Sergeant-at-Arnii^ 
of the first House of Assembly. He was made a Mason in either the 
Provincial Grand Master's Lodge, at Niagara, or in No. 2, and was 
an intimate friend of R. W. Bro. Jarvis, the Secretary of the Pro- 
vince and the Provincial Grand Master, 1792-1817. 

In 1796 Bro. Thos. Ridout and his family removed to York, and 
amongst many appointments he held the office of Clerk of the Peace 
for the Home District, and was acting Surveyor-General with Mr. 
Chewett from 1799-1805, and with Mr. Wyatt, 1805-1810, and in the 
latter year he was Survevor-General of Upper Canada. In 181 2 he 
was a member of the Legislature for the West Riding of York, and in 
1824 he was called to the Legislative Council of LTpper Canada. 

In 1822 Bro. Ridout was present at the meeting of the reorgan- 
ized Provincial Grand Lodge under R, W. Bro. McGillivray, and at 
that meeting, with nine others, applied for a dispensation for St. 
Andrew's Lodge, No. t, York (Toronto). He was the first Senioc 
Warden, Sir Wm. Campbell being the W. M. Bro. Thos Ridout 
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never reached the W. M.'s chair. He might have been the first Mas- 
ter of the lodge, but generously gave way to Bro. Sir William Camp- 
bell, who was then a judge and a prominent citizen. Bro. Thos. 
Ridout died at York in 1829. 

R. W. Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout was born near Sorel, Lower 
Canada, on the 10th October, 1792, and was the second son of Thomas 
Ridout. In June, 1793, Mrs. Ridout, with her sons, George and 
Thomas Gibbs, joined her husband at Newark, now Niagara-dn-the- 
Lake. In 1796 the family removed to York, now Toronto^ and so 
may be counted amongst the earliest inhabitants of that place. In 
the rather stern surrovuidings of the pioneers of this country, the 
yoimg Ridouts were brought up, and Thomas Gibbs early displayed 
an industry and capacity for work which distinguished him through life. 

In 1S06 he was sent to the famous school at Cornwall, where, 
under the direction of Dr. Strachan, he pursued his studies with dili- 
gence. More persevering than brilliant he laid a solid foundation 
of knowledge that w^as of the greatest use to him in his after career. 
In 181 1 he went to Kngland on a visit to his father's relatives, mean- 
ing to fit himself for a mercantile life, and received an appointment 
in a firm of lumber merchants having establishments in Quebec and 
London. It w^as intended that he should be stationed at Port Neuf, 
Quebec, but the breaking out of the war of 181:2 disarranged all his 
plans and altered his future. On his return to Canada in 181 2 he 
volunteered for service, and received a lieutenant's commission in the 
York militia. Soon after, for his aptitude for the position, he was 
placed in the commissariat. Although only twenty years of age he 
had rapid promotion, and in 181 3 was appointed Deputy Assistant 
Commissary-General, which position he held until 1820, when he re- 
tired on half-pay. In 1821 he was offered a permanent post in the 
service, but declined as he had then turned his attention to banking, 
and was aiding in the organization of the Bank of LTpper Canada. 
In 1S22 he visited New York and Boston, to study the American 
system of banking, and on his return to York was appointed cashier 
or manager. 

He entered the bank when the subscribed sum of £10,000 per- 
mitted it to do business in an vindeveloped and almo&ti unknown 
countrv. Its headquarters were in the small village of York, number- 
ing some three or four thousand inhabitants. The head office wa?^ 
in a stone building, which still stands (1899) on the south-east corner 
of King and Frederick streets. The influence of this pioneer bank 
materiallv aided the prosperity of the province, and although clouds 
gathered around its closing days, it will be remembered as an institu- 
tion that contributed to the development of LTpper Canada, 

Bro. Thomas Gibbs Ridout was the first President of the 
Mechanics' Institute, Toronto, now the Public Library, and was also 
President of the St. Andrew's Society, and as such welcomed Lord 
Elgin on his visit to Toronto in JS4Q, 

Bro. Ridout was proposed for initiation in St. Andrew's lodge. 
No. I, York, on the 2y\:h December, 1822, his application being dated 
i8th December, 1822, and endorsed by R. W. Bro. James Fitzgib- 
bon. His brother, George Ridout, was proposed at the same 
time, but 
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on account of the absence of four of the memhers the balloting for 
the Messrs Ridout was postponed, and brethren proposed attending an 
emergency for that purpose if required by the W. M." 

At the meeting held on the 19th February, 1823, 

The petitions of Messrs. George and Thomas Rulout were ordered to 
lay over until the conclusion of the Provincial Parliament, unless the W. 
M. should find it necessary to assemble a lodge of Emergency previous to 
that time." 

The ballot was taken at an emergent meeting held on Wednes- 
day, 13th March, 18-23, "passed in their favor unaninionsly/' 

At the fomth regular meeting of the lodge on lyth March, 1823, 
the brothers Ridout were initiated, and on the 21st April were passed 
to the second degree, and on the 22nd October,. 1823, both brethren 
were raised to the third degree. 

Bro. Thos. G. Ridout was deeply interested in the work of the 
lodge, and after its revival in 1 840-1 he was elected W. M., again in 
1848 and in 1851. In 1844-45 his name was frequently mentioned in 
connection with the proposed revival of the Craft and the office of 
Provincial Grand Master for Canada West. 

Bro. Ridout w^as held in high esteem by his fellow craftsmen. 
On the /th November, 184-2, 62 members of the lodge and a large 
number of visitors, assembled for the purpose of presenting him with a 
piece of plate as a tangible proof of their regard at the close of his 
second year in the chair of his lodge. 

The chair was occupied by Bro. McClure, W. M.. w4th Rev, 
Bro. Dr. Bethune, afterwards Bishop Bethune, on his right. Bro. 
Bethune had been elected some years before, about 1830, as the Pro- 
vincial Grand Chaplain. The Hon. James A. Macaula3% afterwards 
Chief Justice JVIacaulay, w^as Senior Warden, and the lodge room had 
within it that night nearly all the leading men of Toronto, including 
Bro. Sir Allan X. ^MacX'ab, who had been initiated in Deceml>er, 184T. 

At the meeting of 3rd May, 1845, St. Andrew's Lodge, which 
bad taken a prominent part in the re-organi^.ati on of Masonry, and 
the proposed revival of the Third Provincial Grand Lodge, passed 
a resolu'^ion to the effect that the Secretarv be directed to writ? to 
the several Lodges now in operation in Canada West, to infortn them 
that W. AI. Ridotit is about to proceed to En^rland, anrl that he will 
be in communication w^ith the Grand Lodge; That it is the intention 
of this Lodge to solicit the appointment of a Provincial Grand Lodge, 
and that St. Andrew's Lodge will recommend the appointment of 
Bro. T. G. Ridout to be Provincial Grand blaster, and he be re- 
quested to nominate the Provincial Grand Officers, and that the 
Secretarv, on behalf of this lodge, solicit the concurrence of the other 
lodges therein, and also that he inform the members of those lodges 
that all the Provincial Grand Lodge jewels are in the custody of Bro. 
Ridout and Past P. G. Treasurer, and that he proposes leaving To- 
ronto about the 28th of this month." 

Following up this resolution the lodge determined to show their 
appreciation of the work of R. W. Bro. Ridoiit at a reunion and 
emergent meeting on the 30th Mav. 184=^, at the Masonic Arms 
Hotel, on the north-w^est corner of West Market Square and Front 
street, when an address was presented to W. Bro. Ridout by the 
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officers, past and present, and the brethren of the lodge, prior to his 
departure for Kurope 

It has always been a matter of doubt as to whether W. Bro. 
Ridout was aware before leaving for England in the first week in 
June of the appointment held by Bro. Sir A. N. MacNab, as Pro- 
vincial Grand Alaster under the Grand Lodge of England. 

W W. Bro. Francis Richardson stated before his death in 1898, 
that the brethren of St. Andrew's were neither aware of Sir Allan's 
appointment as IVovincial Grand Master under Scotland nor of that 
under England. The former appointment had been made in 1842, when 
Sir Allan was in Edinburgh, and the latter in 1844, when he was on 
another visit. Bro, Richardson also stated that the brethren had no 
such information, or they certainly would not have passed the resolu- 
tion of 1845. Further, he declares that not only was he surprised to 
learn of the appointment, but that the Toronto and Hamil- 
ton brethren were astounded when Sir Allan produced from his pocket 
the parchment copy of his Scotch and English appointments. 

W. Bro. Cornelius Webster corroborated this statement. He him- 
self was the only brother in Hamilton, except Bro. Bull, who had ever 
seen the patents issued by the Grand Lodges of Scotland and England. 

Be this as it may, Bro. Ridout sailed for England, and there 
found that Sir Allan had the appointment. He communicated this 
information to his Masonic brethren in Toronto, leaving himself in 
their hands. 

The Provincial Grand Lodge was reorganized at Hamilton on 
the 9th August, 1845, and W. Bro. Ridout was elected Deputy Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, an office which he accepted and held on his 
return from England. During his occupancy of this office he dis- 
charged the duties with honor to himself and credit to the Craft. 
He was re-elected each year until the 9th September, 1857, when the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West was dissolved and the 
Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada was formed, with M. W. Bro. Sir 
Allan N. MacNab as Grand Master. R. W. Bro. Ridout continued 
his interest, not only in the Grand Lodge work but in that of St. 
Andrew's lodge. On the 15th July, 1859, at the fourth annual com- 
mitnication at Kingston, in testimony of his long services as Deputy 
Grand Master, Grand Lodge conferred upon him the rank of Past 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

R. W. Bro. Ridout was connected with the Capitular branch of 
Masonry, having been exalted to the degree of the Royal Arch in 
St. John's R, A. Chapter, Toronto, on 26th June, 1841, and in 1846 
was High Priest or Z. of St. John's R. A. Chapter, No. 4, P. R. The 
minutes of this Chapter show that on 15th October, 1846, Bro. Rid- 
out was named as the First Principal, in the application made to the 
Grand Chapter of England for a warrant, which was granted in 1848. 
R. W. Bro. Ridout was for eight vears the First Principal of this 
Chapter, known as St. Andrew's, No. 487, E. R., 1848-1859 and No. 
4, G. R. C, 1859-70. On 27th May, 1870, the Chapters of St. Andrew 
and St. John were amalgamated under the joint name. 

Bro. Ridout was a frater of the Templar bodv, and received 
his degrees in Geofifrey de St. Aldemar Encampment at Toronto. 
In 1855 lie was Provincial Grand Hospitaller of the Provincial Grand 
Conclave of Canada, the body which preceded the erection of the 
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Grand Priory of Canada in 1868. In 1858 he was Provincial Grand 
Sub-Prior, and in 1859-60 was Provincial Grand Prior of the Grand 
Conclave. 

In his private life R. W. Bro. Ridout was respected by all classes 
as a generous and open-hearted citizen. He died, aged sixty-nine 
years, on the 29th July, 1861, at the Bank of Upper Canada, on the 
north-east corner of George and Duke streets, a building now known 
as the La Salle Institute. His funeral took place to St. James Ceme- 
tery, on Thursday, the ist August, and was attended by a large con- 
course of citizens. The service was under the auspices of the Mas- 
onic body, and the six lodges in Toronto were represented by about 
three hundred members. 

The following is a copy of the scroll deposited in the grave: 

Most Worshipful Brother 
THOS. GIBBS RIOOUT 

PAST GRAND MASTER 
OF 

MASONS IN CANADA 
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE JULV 39TH, 5861 
AGED 69 YEARS 
DEPL'TV COMMISSARV GENERAL OF UPPER CANADA. 


He was initiated into Masonry March 19, 5823. 

Passed to the degfree of Fellow Craft April 21st, 5823, and raised to the sublime 

degfree of Master Mason October 22nd^ 5823. 


HE WAS EXALTED TO THE DEGREE OF ROVAL ARCH JUNE 26, 1841, 

and was 

Installed and held the rank of E. Commander in the D* St. Aldemar Encampment 

of Mason Knig-ht Templars, Toronto. 


In 1845 he was appointed 
By the Grand Master of Masons in England, 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 
And on the union between the Provincial Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge 
of Canada had conferred upon him the dignity of a 
Past Grand Master, 5858. 

The Toronto Leader/' on 2nd August, 1861, published the fol- 
lowing account of the funeral: 

The remains of the late Thomas G. Ridout, Esq., whose lamented 
death was reported in these columns on Tuesday last, were conveyed to their 
last resting place yesterday, followed by a large train of mourners, conspicu- 
ous among" whom were the members of the Masonic Fraternity, who ap- 
peared in the regalia of their order, with the solemn addition of crape, to 
render the last honors to their distinguished departed brother. The different 
lodges of the city met in their halls at three o'clock, from whence they pro- 
ceeded to the residence of the deceased, on the corner of Duke and George 
Streets. At four o'clock the funeral cortege moved towards St. James' Ceme- 
tery in the following order: 

Band of the 30th Regitnent. 

Members of St. John's, Ionic, Wilson, King Solomon's and Rehoboam 
Lodges, two by two. 
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First, Entered Apprentices ; second. Fellow Crafts ; and third, Master 
Masons. 

^lembers of St. Andrew's Lodge. 
Entered Apprentices. 
Fellow Crafts. 
Master Masons. 
Tyler of the Lodge. 

Senior and Junior Deacons (with their wands of office). 
Senior and Junior Warders. 

Oldest member of the lodge bearing a Bible. 

Worshipful Master (Bro. W. W. McMaster) supported on his right by 
the Past Master of his lodge (Bro. W. R. Harris), and on his left by the im« 
mediate P. D. D. G. M. (Bro. S. B. Harman). 

Chaplain of the Lodge. 

The Coffin. 

The pall-bearers were: 

Bro. D. Hay. P. M. of St. J.^hn's Lodge; Bro. J. B. Taylor. W. M. of 
Wilson Lodge. 

Bro. O. Gable, W. King Solomon's Lodge. 

Bro. F. Richardson, P. D. D. G. M., Toronto District. 

Bro. Chewett, W. M., Ionic Lodge. 

Bro T B. Harris, Grand Secretary. 

Bro. Jones, P.M. 

Bro, Richey, St. Andrew's Lodge. 

Mourners. 

A long train of carriages and citizens on foot. 

The Directors of C*^remonies were: Bro. A. DeGrassi, P. G. D. of C. 
and Br. Lee, D. of C, St. Andrew's Lodge. 

The Re^gimental band performed funeral marches on the route to the 
cemeter3^, the streets on which were filled with spectators of the solemn spec- 
tacle. On arrival at the burying ground the Masonic service for the dead 
was performed, and the body having been lowered to its last resting-place the 
brethren returned in procession to their halls, preceded by the band. Pre- 
vious to St. Andrew's Lodge leavmg the hall to go to the deceased's residence, 
resolutions were adopted expressing condolence with Mrs Ridout and family 
in their bereavement- At the meeting of St. Andrew's Royal Arch Chapter 
in the evening, resolutions to a like effect were adopted, on the motion of the 
M. K., First Grand Principal of Canada (Companion Franks, of Belleville), 
seconded by the First Principal of St. Andrew's Chapter, R. K, Companion 
Richardson. 

The following- account is from the Toronto Globe of the 
same date: 

The mortal remains of the latj Thomas Gibbs Ridout were interred yes- 
terday afternoon in St. James' Cemetery, with Masonic honors. As a token 
of respect to the deceased, all our merchants on King street closed their store 
windows, and a very large number of people assembled in George Street, in 
the neighborhood of the Bank. The Masonic brethren, according to arrange- 
ment, attended first at their hall in Toronto Street, where they went through 
tlic necessary preliminaries, and at four o'clock, when from the tower of St, 
James' Cathedral the solemn toll of the funeral bell was heard, formed in pro- 
cession, and marched down King Street to Mr. Ridout's late residence. Al- 
together there were not less than 300 Masons present. Arrived at the house 
they formed in the following order, the different lodges ranking according 
to seniority, the junior preceding, the brethren walking together in Masonic 
link: 

The Band of the 30th Regiment. 
The Tyler with drawn sword. 
Two Stewards with white wands 
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The Brethren two and two, the Junior preceding. 

The Inner Guard with sword. 

Senior and Junior Deacons with wands. 

Secretary and Treasurer. 

Senior and Junior Wardens. 

Past Masters. 

The Worshipful Master. 

Royal Arch Masons. 

Then came the St, Andrew's Lodge <of which the deceased was a memher) 
walking apart from the others, in the following order: 

The Tyler (Bro. James Forman ) with drawn sword. 
Stewards (Bros. Hall and W, S. Lee) with white wands. 
Members of the Lodges two and two, the Junior preceding. 
The Inner Guard (Bro. Dr. James Adams) with sword. 

Director of Ceremonies {Bro. T, H. Lee) and Organist (Bro. W. T. 
Thomas). 

The Senior (Bro. G. P. Archer) and Junior Deacons with wands. 

The Secretary (Bro. James Bain) with roll, and Treasurer (V. W. Bro. 
Henry Rowsell) with badge of ofhce. 

The Junior Warden (Bro. H. S. Rowsell) with the plumb rule, and the 
Senior Warden (Bro. J. Paterson) with level. 

The Past Master (V. W. Bro. W. R. Harris) with badge of office. 

The volume of the sacred law on a cushion covered with black crape 
borne by the oldest member of the lodge (Bro. Jacob Snider), 

The worshipful Master (V. W. Bro. W. F. McMaster), supported by R. 
W. Bros. S. B. Harman and V. W. Bro. W. R. Harris, with the gavel. 

Chaplain (Rev. Bro. E. R, Stinson). 

The Coffin. 

On which was laid the regalia of the deceased: the Master Mason's apron 
and collar; the apron, collar and jewels of the Royal Arch, and the regalia 
of the Past Grand Commander of the Knights Templars. 

By the side of the hearse walked the pall bearers: 

R, W. Bro. F. Richardson, R. W. Bro. T. B. Harris, R W. Bro. Franks 
(Belleville), V. W. Bro. Hay, V. W. Bro. O. Gable, V. W. Bro. J, B. Taylor, 
V. W. Bro. W. C. Chewett, Bro. T. M. Chewett, R. W. Bro. JE. Irving 
(Hamilton). 

The chief mourners for, and the personal friends of, the deceased, fol- 
lowed in a large number of carriages, and almost all the principal men of the 
city and many from the country were present. At about half-past four the 
solemn procession moved slowly down King Street, the band playing the 
Dead March. The footpaths on both sides of the route were crowded for a 
considerable portion of the distances with persons of both sexes, many of whom 
walked all the way to the cemetery, despite the intense heat; for yesterday 
was one of the hottest days of the summer; and arrived at the grave, the 
brethren halted, opened up right and left and faced inwards, so as to allow 
St. Andrew's lodge, with the hearse, to pass through to the grave, and 
this having been done, a circle was formed, and the officers of the deceased's 
lodge took their stations at the head of the grave. The Church of England 
burial service was then very impressively read by the Rev. Mr. Boddy of St. 
James' Cathedral, after which V. W. Bro. W. F. McMaster, W. M., of St. An- 
drew's lodge, read the solemn ritual of the Order. Towards the termination of 
the proceedings the Secretary advanced and deposited in the grave a roll of 
parchment, on which were inscribed the name, age and Masonic titles and dates 
of the deceased. The Worshipful Master also deposited a white lambskin on 
the coffin, as an emblem of purity, having first removed the regalia before 
mentioned. He then threw into the grave a sprig of evergreen, the Brethren 
following his example as they moved round in a circle, the band meanwhile 
playing the Dead March. 

Having regained their former positions, they gave the public grand honors 
to the lead of the Worshipful Master, and returned in the order in which they 
had entered the cemetery, by way of Gerrard and Church streets. 
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CHAPTER CXXVI. 

Biography of R. W. Bro. John Osborne, Grand Secretary of 

THE Grand Lodge of Canada, 1857. 

The Grand Lodge of Canada has had in the forty-one years of 
its existence only three Grand Secretaries, R. W. Bro. T. B. Harris, 
from 1855-56, 1858-74; R. W. Bro. John Osborne, 1857, and R. W. 
Bro. J. J. Mason, since 1874. Of the three Bros. Osborne and Alason 
are yet living, the former in Winnipeg, the latter as Grand Secretary in 
Hamilton. 

Bro, Osborne, in recounting his recollections of the extinction 
of the Third Provincial Grand Lodge and its union with the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, writes: 

*' My recollection is that some length of time elapsed after the organiza- 
tion of the G, L. of Canada before the Provincial G. L. and the officers of it 
gave in their adherence to the Grand Lodge of Canada, and when that time 
came we all felt anxious that nothing should occur that might in the least 
degree touch the susceptibilities of those yielding the position, and that the 
question of the custod^^ of the properties of the late Provincial Grand Lodge 
was never mooted." 

This reply was occasioned by a request for knowledge of the 
minute books of the Provincial Grand Lodge prior to its union with 
the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

While Bro. Osborne was only Grand Secretary for a year, he had 
nevertheless taken a deep interest in Craft work from 1851. His re- 
tirement from the official position which he held was due to 
the fact that he was unable to give the time and attention that active 
interest required, so that his predecessor in ofifice, Bro. Harris, again 
assumed his original position. Bro. Osborne has no knowledge of 
the minute books or papers of the Provincial Grand Lodge, nor does 
he recollect any such in its archives in the office of the Grand Sec- 
retary. 

Bro. Osborne was a resident of Hamilton. He was born in Kng- 
land, and was engaged in mercantile life for many years. He was 
initiated on the 15th July, 1851, in Strict Observance Lodge, No. 833, 
Hamilton, Canada West, on the register of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, under the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, for at 
that time this lodge was under the Third Provincial Grand Lodge. 
Bro. Osborne was made a F. C. on the 21st Augnst, 1851. 
and a M. M. on the 21st October, 1851, and his English certificate 
bears date London, 13th April, 1852.'' He was present at the Con- 
vention of loth October, 1855, at Hamilton, and was W. M. of Strict 
Observance Lodge in 1856. He was the first Director of Ceremonies 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and was present at its first annual 
communication at Hamilton, in July, 1856. R. W. Bro. Harris, 
having declined the position of Grand Secretary, owing to various 
business engagements, Bro. Osborne was elected to that office, which 
he held until the second annual communication at Montreal, when, 
as has been stated, for a similar reason he retired, and Bro. Harris, 
being elected, accepted his old position. 
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With regard to the election of Grand Secretary Bro. Osborne 
writes : 

" My recollection is that Bro. T. B. Harris was the first installed Secre- 
tary at the organization of the Grand Lodg:e. and that, as the meeting came 
round, it was found to be necessary to have a Secretary devoting liis whole 



R. Bro. John Osborne, Grand Secrktarv Grand Lodge of 

Canada, 1857. 

time and attention to the work with a salary therefor, and Bro. Harris, through 
dissolution of partnership with his brother, John Harris (also a zealous 
Brother of St. John's Lodge), accepted the position, not being engaged in 
business otherwise, and filled it, I believe, with acceptance until his death. 
My work, so far as I was able to be of use, was in the correspondence con- 
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nected with the establishment and recognition of our Grand Lodge, and that 
was nearly altogether carried on under the guidance of the great experience 
of our Bro. W. C. Stephens, approved, of course, by the Grand Master, M. 
W. Bro. Wilson. When it came to the routine w^ork of the Secretary's office 
it was simply impracticable for me to give it the time required from business/' 

In his mother lodge Bro. Osborne held the position of Deacon 
and Warden prior to his election as W. M. On the 25th October, 
1852, he was exalted in Hiram Chapter, No. 733, E. R., Hamilton, 
but was not registered in the books of the Grand Chapter of England 
until the :2nd July, 1856. 

Bro. Osborne recalls the fact of the orreat delay in the forward- 
ing of certificates from London, and that this was one of the causes 
which led to the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 

Bro. Osborne lived at Burlington, then known as Wellington 
Square, and was the first W. M. of " Burlington Lodge,'' No. 165, 
G. R. C. 

In 1859 Bro. Osborne married Catharine Elizabeth, daughter of 
CoL William Johnston Kerr and Elizabeth Brant, the daughter of 
Chief Joseph Brant. After the death of Chief Brant, Miss Brant and 
her brother, John, continued to live at Brant House, Wellington 
Square. . The site of this old house is now occupied as a hotel, and 
part of the old Brant dwelling is incorporated into it. This residence 
stood within a short distance of the original entrance to Bvirlington 
Bay, and within sight of the celebrated King's Head Tavern, wdiich 
stood upon the bridge north of the original entrance to the bay. The 
members of the Brant family from the great Chief Joseph Brant, liave 
been connected with the Craft. 

John Brant died tmmarried. Col. and Mrs. Kerr lived at Brant 
House and died there, leaving four children, three sons and one 
daughter, then very young, and now all dead. None of the sons had 
any family. Bro. Osborne had five children, two of whom died in 
infancy, and of w^hom a son and two daughters are now living in the 
X^orth-w^est Territory. 

The pictures of Joseph Brant in this volume are taken from 
Stone's Life, and with reference to them Bro, Osborne writes: 

'* The portrait of Brant and his son, John Brant, came to my house at 
our marriage, together with similar portraits, or rather paintings, of ' Sir Wil- 
Ham Johnston and his son, Peter Johnston, relics of the Brant House in the 
old chief's time. I have Stone's Life of Brant, and from the account he gives 
of a visit to Brant House in the time of John Brant and Miss Brant, I have 
fancied that Stone's pictures were copies froni them. Stone mentions an in- 
cident of Brant*s recognition of a Masonic sign thrown to him on a battlefield." 

During his residence in Hamilton, Bro. Osborne was an active 
man in business, a zealous Mason and a man of sterling integrity- 
He now resides in Winnipeg. While in business in Winnipeg, he 
had occasion to investigate municipal affairs, during the course of 
which he proved himself a man of energy and unblemished character. 
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CHAPTER CXXVH. 

Biography of V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, Grand Secretary 
OF THE Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West. 

The biographies of M. W. Bro. Sir Allan N. MacNab and R. W. 
Bro. Thos. Gibbs Ridotit have already been given. There were also 
men, junior in office and yet active workers, who, if not so high in 
rank, were yet energetic in carrying on the affairs of the organization. 

One of these was V. W. Bro. Francis Richardson, the first Grand 
Senior Warden of the Provincial body when it was reorganized in 
1845, and afterwards its Grand Secretary, and subsequently of the 
Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada. 

Bro. Richardson was borr in Plymouth in 1814, and emigrated 
to Canada in 1842. In those olden times sailing vessels carried those 
who desired to make Canada their home, and after a fair voyage 
of forty-five days the merchant ship, The Spermacelli,'' arrived at 
Quebec. From there Bro. Richardson travelled by steamer up the 
St. Lawrence to St. Anne's, thence to Ottawa, and via the Rideau 
Canal, Kingston, and finally by the lake route to Toronto. His lake 
journey was by the steamer Sovereign," one of the Bethune Line, 
a steamer familiarly known as a passenger craft in the forties. On 
arrival at Toronto, and after he had settled down as a permanent 
resident, he affiliated with St. Andrew's lodge, and in consequence 
of the active interest displa^^ed b)^ him in the work he was appointed 
Senior Warden. He was then honored by the chair, in which office 
he served faithfully for two years. Out of St. Andrew's was 
formed Ionic lodge, with eighteen members, and of this lodge he was 
W. M. for two years. lon^c Chapter was also organized and the 
lodge and chapter met in the upper story of the Wellington build- 
ings, still (1899) standing on the north side of King street, between 
Toronto and Church streets. He was afterwards First Principal of 
Ionic Chapter and St. Andrew's Chapter. 

For many years Mr. Richardson was in active business on the 
south side of King street east, near Yonge street. 

He was made a Mason on the 23rd of October, 1841, in Sincerity 
Lodge, No. 224, Plymouth, and was a Master Mason on the i8th of 
March, 1842. The registry of his name on the books of the Grand 
Lodge of England is dated^4th March, 1842. He was made a Royal 
Arch Mason in St. John's Chapter, Toronto, and then affiliated with 
Ionic Chapter, attached to lodge No. 798, E. R. (Ionic), and was regis- 
tered on the books of the Grand Chapter of England on the 26th 
January, 1848. He became a Knight Templar in Hugh de Pay ens' 
Encampment at Kingston, on the loth of April, 1858. On that occasion 
he was accompanied by R. W. Bros. Ridout, Storm, Harington and 
others, and was conducted through the ceremony in the Preceptory by 
the late R W. Bro. Sir Tohn A. Macdonald, who was then a practising 
lawyer in Kingston, without much of name, practice or reputation as 
a man of afTairs. 

In T850 Bro. Richardson was presented with a P. M.'s jewel by 
the members of Ionic lodge. On it is inscribed " Presented to V. W. 
^^6oa 
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Bro. Francis Richardson, P. M., P. G. S., by the brethren of Ionic 
lodg-e. No. 798/18, as a mark of their fraternal esteem and regard, A. 

5850/' In 1853 on the occasion of laying the corner stone of the 
Court House, Whitby, he was presented with a trowel, which bore 
the inscription: Presented to V. W, Bro. Francis Richardson, Grand 
Secretary for Canada Wesc, by the Freemasons of Whitby on the 
occasion of laying the corner stone of the Court House of the Count}^ 
of Ontario, on Thursday, the 30th day of June, 1853/' The Royal Arch 
Chapter of St. Andrew's, Toronto, presented him with a Past First 
Principars Jewel in 1859 

In the days of 1846— indeed, prior to that date — it was customary 
for private lodges of one jurisdiction to exchange representatives with 
lodges of a sister jurisdiction. There are not many incidences on 
record nor are there many of these credentials, but there was one in 
Canada, when St. John's Lodge, No. i, of New York, selected V. W. 
Bro. Richardson as its representative. The document is printed on 
parchment, and reads: 

IN THE NAME OF THE G. A. OF THE UNIVERSE. 

BY THE WORSHIPFUL ELIAS W. NEXSEN, MASTER OF 

St. John^s Lodge, No. i, in the City of New York. 

Constituted December 7, A.L. 5747. 

Whereas, St. Andrew's lodge, No. i, Toronto, and St. John's lodge, 
No. I, New York City, have mutually agreed to cultivate with each other, a 
more intimate correspondence than has heretofore existed between them, and 
believing that the ties of Brotherly affection may be strengthened, the pros- 
perity of the Masonic Family promoted, , the Unity, Integrity and Purity of 
the Order protected, and its Utility and Honor confirmed, by the appoint- 
ment of Representatives from each of the aforesaid Lodges to the other: 

" Therefore, be it known. That WK, reposing especial trust and confi- 
dence in our well-beloved Brother, Francis Richardson, have thought fit to 
constitute and appoint, and by these presents DO constitute and appoint the 
said Francis Richardson, the REPRESENTATIVE of St. John's lodge, 
No. I, in the CITV OF NEW YORK, to Saint Andrew's lodge. No. One, 
in the City of Toronto, Province of Canada West, for the purposes aforesaid. 

*'IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, We have caused the 
seal of St. John's Lodge, No. i, to be hereunto affixed, 
and have signed the same, at the City of New York, 
in the State of New York, U.S.A., the 26th day of No- 
vember, A.D. 1846. A.L. 5846. 

" Elias W. Nexsen, W. Master. 

" Attest, 

Fredk. W. Leeds, Secretary." 

For many years Bro. Richardson was a guiding spirit in Craft 
matters, not alone in this city but throughout the Province. In the 
old Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, he v^as an active mind, 
and it w^as not strange that his opinion in every section of the work 
was eagerly sought and much valued by the lodges of the jurisdictions. 
As D. D. G. M. he was energetic, and under his care the Craft of the 
old Toronto District made great progress. In his later years, owing 
to advancing age, he did not take a great interest in Masonic matters, 
although he watched with satisfaction the advancement made since 
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the memorable days, when in July, 1858, the United Grand Lodges of 
the Province came together and joined hands in an independent Grand 
Lodg^e. 

On the iith October, 189S, Bro. Richardson died at Toronto. 
The Evening Telegram " of the next day closed a lengthy obituary 
notice with the following paragraph: 

The weight of gathering age and defective vision had for many years in- 
terfered with his attendance at Masonic functions, but the memories of the 
past, when he was an ardent, active figure among his brethren, were often 
recalled by him with keen pleasure. The fraternity of to-day is strong and 
prosperous. In the days of half a century ago it had many difficulties with 
which to contend, and among those who strove to mature it and place it on a 
sound footing in a young country, none were more energetic and none whose 
services were more helpful and appreciated than Bro. Francis Richardson, 
whose useful Masonic life has just been broiight to a close.'' 


End of Vot,. II. 
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s 

I 

no 


i30 


o 
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1850 
1850 
1851 
1851 

1851 
1852 
1852 
1853 

Provincial 

Grand 
Secretary 

Richardson, F. 
Toronto 

Richardson, F. 
Toronto 

Richardson, F. 
Toronto 

Provincial 

Grand 
Registrar 

Wilson, Adm 
Toronto 

Wilson, Adm 
Toronto 

Gatchell, N. 
Toronto 

Provincial 
Grand Junior 
Warden 

Brill, R. 
Hamilton 

Magill, Charles 
Hamilton 

Hall, J. B. 
Belleville 

Provincial 
Grand Seni r 
Warden 

Tnlly, Kivas 
Toronto 

Cunningham, 6. 
Peterboro 

Cunningham, Geo 
St Catharines 

Dkp. Prov'l 
Grand 
Master 

Toronto 

Ridout, T.G. 
Toronto 

Ridout, T.G. 
Toronto 

Provincial 
Grand Master 

Macnab,Sir A. N. 
Hamilton 

Macnab,Sir A. N, 
Hamilton 

Macnab,Sir A. N. 
Hamilton 

Place of 
Meeting 

Masonic hall, 
Beard's hotel 
Toronto 

Masonic hall 
Beard's hotel 
Toronto 

Masonic hall, 
Beard's hotel 
Toronto 

Port Hope 

Masonic hall, 
Beard's hotel 
Toronto 

Masonic hall, 
Beard's hotel 
Toronto 

Masonic hall, 
Beard's hotel 
Toronto 

Masonic hall, 
Wilsonbld'gs 
Kingston 

Nature of 
Meeting 

Semi* 
annual 

Semi- 
annual 

Semi- 
annual 

Special 
Laying cor 
stone Town 
Hall and 
Mark't hse 

Semi- 
annual 

Semi* 
annual 

Semi- 
annual 

Semi- 
annual 

Ykar 
and 
Date 

1850 
June 6 

1850 
Nov. 14 

1851 
June 11 

1851 
Sept. 9 

I85I 
Nov. 12 

1852 
June 9 

1852 
Oct. 20 

1853 
May 20 
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■QO 


CO 

QC 


CO 

to 
oo 


oo 


oo 


Provincial 

Qrand 
Secretary 

Richardson, F, 
Toronto 


Gatchell, N, 
Toronto 

Provincial 
Grand Junior 
Warden ' 

Harding, J. E. 
London 

Provincial 
Grand Senior. 
Warden 

Whitehead, G.W. 
Woodstock 

Dkp. Prov'l 
Grand 
Master 

Ridout, T. G. 
T(tronto 

Pro VINCI al i 
Grand Master. 

Macnab, Sir A.N. 
Hamilton 

For officers see 
Roll of Ancient 
Grand Lodge. 

Place of 
Meeting . 

Masonic hall, 
St. Lawrence 
Buildings 
Toronto 

Masonic hall, 
St. Lawrence 
Buildings 
Toronto 

Masonic hall, 
Globe Hotel 
Cobourg 

Masonic hall, 
Toronto 

Masonic hall, 
St. Lawrence 
Buildings 
Toronto 

Masonic hall, 
St. Lawrence 
Buildings 
Toronto 

Nature of 
Meeting 

Semi- 
annual 

Semi^ 
annual 

Special 
Laying cor. 

stone of 
Victoria hi 

Special to 
rec've rep't 
com.apptM 
to draft 
memorial 

Semi- 
annual 

Special 
Dissolut'on 
and forma- 
tion of 
Ancient 
Gr'dLodge 
of Canada 

< H 

LC < 

1856 
May 21 

1856 

Oct. 23 

1856 
Dec. 30 

1857 
Jan. 8 

1857 i 
June 30 

1857 
Sept, 9 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 955 


CD 
■ 

GO 
I 

< 

< 

o 

o 

o 

Q 
O 
1^ 

^ 

P5 

O 

^ 

s 

o 

04 


10 


30 


00 

QO 


OS 
00 


10 
00 


QO 


Provincial 

Grand 
Chaplain 

Note B 

Meyerhofter,P. V, 
ioronto 

McKidd, Alex. : 
Goderich 

Taylor, J. C. ! 
Peterboro 

Meyerhotter,P.V» ] 
Toronto 

• 

Meyerhoffer,P.V. 1 
Toronto 

Ramsay, Rev. S. 1 
Toronto 

Prov. Grand 
Sword 
Bearer 

O'Reilly, E 
Hamilton 

Willson,H.B 

Wilson, W.M 
Simcoe 

Weller,W, N 
Cobourg 

McLean, D. 
Toronto 

Richey, J. H. 
Toronto 

Paul, T. 
Toronto 

g g S 

^ w 5 
* S £ 

. Q W 

Wilson, W. M. 
Simcoe 

Henderson, I. A. 
Kingston 

Fulford, Henry 
Biockville 

Hall, J. B. 
Kingston 

Dennistoun, R. 
Peterboro 

Weller, W, H. 
Cobourg 

Jamieson, W.M. 
Toronto 

Prov'l. Grand 
Director of 
Ceremonies 

1 " — ' 

FitzgibbonJ.G. 
Belleville 

Hol\^ell, vV. A. 
Toronto 

Sullivan, Henry 
Toronto 

Campbell, S. B, 
Toronto 

Wilson, J. L. 
Hamilton 

Heward, J. 0. 
Toronto 

Heward, J. 0. 
Toronto 
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irf lO to S 

GO GO OO OC QO 

Provincial 

Grand 
Chaplain 

Ramsay, Rev. S. 
Newmarket 

Ramsay, Rev. S. 
Newmarket 

Lundy,Rev. F. J. 
Grimsby 

Ramsay, Rev. S. 
Newmarket 

Ramsay, Rev. S. 
Newmarket 

Pkuv. Grand 
Sword 
Bearer 

Paul, T. 
Toronto 

Paul, T. 
Toronto 

Langstaff, L 
Richmond 
Hill 

Ward, G. C. 
Port Hope 

Swinarton T. 
Bolton 

!^ g W 

s y s 

> S o 
o s 

5?; o 
a§ las 6=; 

Drummond, A. 
Toronto 

Hinds W G 

Peck, J. H. 
Trent 

Clute RD.McD. 

Kahn, Charles 
Simcoe 

Pkov'l Gkand 
Director of 
Ceremonies 

Cheney, 6. H. 
Toronto 

Drummond, A. 
Toronto 

Drummond, A. 
Toronto 

Weller, W. H. 
Cobourg 

Storm, W. G. 
Toronto 

Provincial 

Grand 
Treasurer 

Burnside, Alex. 
Toronto 

Burnside, Alex. 
Toronto 

Barron, F. W . 
Toronto 

Jamie5on,W.M 
Toronto 

Jamieson,W.M 
Toronto 

Provincial 
Grand Junior 
Deacon 

Barron, F. W. 
Toronto 

Fowler, S. D. 
Kingston 

Simpson, W. B. 
Brock viile 

Graham, W. 
Bolton 

Bigelow, L. 
Bowmanville 

Provincial 
Grand Senior 
Deacon 

Reid, H. S. 
Bowmanville 

Darron, r. vv. 
Toronto 

Clarke, C. 
Whitby 

Harding, J. E. 
London 

Harman, S. B. 
Toronto 

as 2 

^ ^ ^ 

GO ^ a 

Note D 

Year 
and 
Date 

1852 
(Jot. zU 

1853 
Oct. 29 

1854 
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1856 
Oct. 23 
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INDEX. 


A 

Adams, George, 397, 29. 

Adams, KHas, 29. 

Adams, Abel, house of, 444. 

Adamson, Wm. A^ar, Rev., 340. 

Adding^ton Lodg^e, No. 7, Bath, history, 
iS2>-32, 345 ; action concerning- request 
to la^^ corner stone of new Presbyterian 
church, Bath, 352 ; dispensation, 345 ; 
lodge room rented to Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, 353 ; officers, 356 ; Masonic 
Hall, arrangements made for erection of, 
346 ; description of, 354 ; laying the 
corner stone of, 348 ; meeting-place, 
356 ; meetings, list of, 356. 

Ancaster, location of, 400. 

Annes, Elvah, 437, 481. 

Annes, Ezra, 437, 481 ; letter to Benj. 
Ewing, Haldimand, 1825, requesting re- 
commendation of St. John's Lodge, No. 
11, Haldimand, 434. 

Anti-Masonic party, establishment of, 127. 

Arms, Grand JLodge of Canada, descrip- 
tion of, 918. 

Armstrong, Thomas, Toronto, 622, 

Arthur, Sir George, 285. 

Askin, J. H. L., fimeral of, 6 jo. 

Auldjo, John, 156 ; appointed D. P. G. M. of 
Upper Canada, 157, 195; record of visit 
to Canada in minutes of True Britons' 
Lodge, No. 21, Perth, 423. 

Awrey, Hon. Nicholas, 702. 

Abbott, A. S., report as Chairman Audit 
Committee, St. John's Lodge, No. 209, 
London, 604. 

Badgeley, W., P. G. M., Montreal, and 
William Henry, letter to L. O. Moffatt, 
P.G. Secy, 1857, concerning concessions 
proposed by G.M. Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, 848 ; present and presiding at meet- 
ing third P.G.L., 532. 

Bachus, H. T., 814 ; acknowledgment of 
rank conferred by G, L., Canada, 905 ; 
installing officer, formation Grand Lodge 
of Canada, 729. 

Baker, Charles, 278, 280 ; statement con- 
cerning St. George's Lodge, No. 9, Vork 
(Toronto), 376. 

Baker, Brackstone, 672 ; initiation of, 670. 

Balfour, John M., 273. 

Balkwill's Inn, London, 59^; destruction 
by fi re , 60 t . 

Banners,circular of Third Provincial Grand 
Lodge concerning, 503 ; resolution of 
Third Provincial Grand Lodge concern- 
ing, 5^2. 


Baptist Congregation , York (Toronto) piacr 
of worship, 1827, wi th ri greement for rent 
of same, 374. 
Barber, E. C, D.D. G.M. Ottawa District, 
1872 ; extract report concerning St. 
John's Lodge, No. 15Q, G.R.L, 587. 
Barnes, S. W. , appt>intnient of committee 
by third P.G.L. to consider case of, 569; 
settlement of case of, 572. 
Barton Lodge, The, No. 10, Hamilton, his- 
tory, 1841-45 ; action in connection with 
movement to recommend appointment of 
T. G. Ridout as P. G.M., and announce- 
ment of the appointment of Sir A, N. Mac- 
Nab, 475; action in connection with re- 
cognition asked for lodge of colored IVfa- 
sons, 462 ; correspondence concerning 
warrant, 1842,462-463,465-472; festivals 
celebrated, 464-470-47 r-473 ; lodge-room, 
James street, 464 ; meeting places, 457- 
458-459-460-464-468-470 ; memorial to G. 
L. England, 1843, with signatures, 466 ; 
passing Sir A. N. MacNab, 460 ; protest 
against infringement of jurisdiction, 473 ; 
warrant, arrival of, 473. 
Bastard towMiship, location, 429. 
Bastedo, Jacob, residence of, 460. 
Bastedo, John, residence of, 460. 
Bath, location of, 345. 
Bathurst district, extent of, 211. 
Beach, Wm. W., action in G. L. England, 
[856, 744 ; letter to Earl of Zetland, 
1857, concerning visit to Canada, 790; 
views on Canadian question, as publish- 
ed in ** Masonic Observer," 20th June, 
1857, 829 ; visit to Canada, 790-791. 
Beard's Hotel, Toronto, 522. 
Beasiey, H., house of, 471. 
Beasley, Richard, 460 ; fimeral, 464. 
Beasiey, R. G., 481. 
Beaver Dams, battle of, 167. 
Bedford, Mass., location of, 643. 
Beikie, John, address to P.G. L. , 1826, 
106; affiliation with St. Andrew's Lodge, 
No. I, 176; appointment as D.P.G.M., 
85 ; biography, 176 ; extract from letter 
to Simon McGillivray, concerning 
delay in installation, i i i ; extract from let- 
ter to Simon McGillivray, 1826, concern- 
ing warrant of Dalhousie Lodge, No. 2, 
Niagara, 312; extract letter to Simon 
McGillivray, 1827, concerning state 
lodges, 140 ; extract letter to B, Tur- 
quand, 1828, concering payment debt 
of P.G.L. to Simon McGillivray, 151 ; 
death, 178; funerals, ruling on Masonic, 
370; installation as O.P.G.M., 104 ; 
letter to John Dean, 1826, concerning 
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a.ffairs of Leinster Lodg^e, No. ^83, O. R. 

695; letter to Simon McGilHvray, 1826, 
proposing- two P. G, Lodg-es, 114 ; 
mother lodge, 176 ; recommendation to 
divide P. O. L. into eastern and western 
divisions, 105 ; reply to application of 
Leinster Lodge, No, 283, G. R- L, 
King-ston, for return of Irish warrant, 
698 ; residence, 176 ; resignation as D. 
P.G.M-, 156; satisfaction at appoint- 
ment as D.P.G-M-, 111-113 ; sketch of, 
short, 265 ; work in St, Andrew's Lodg-e, 
No. I, 178. 

Bell, Ebenezer, of Smith's Falls, letter to 
the "Masonic Reg-ister," 1842, concern- 
ing meeting P.G.L. under Ziba M. Phil- 
lips, 202. 

Bell, Rev. William, 420-421. 

Benevolence, amoimts contributed by 
Canadian Craft, 1846-55, throug'h G. L. 
of England, 850 ; first movement towards 
establishment of present system, 542. 

Benevolence, Board of, initiatory steps for 
organization of, 63. 

Benevolent Fund, establishment of. Third 
Provincial Grand Lodge, 490 ; 564. 

Bennett's Tavern, Whitby, 436. 

Berdyn, Nicholas, 396. 

Berczy, Charles, 287. 

Bernard, Or., Montreal, 666. 

Beverley, location and name, 429- 

Bidwell, Marshall S., 281 ; affiliation, 328. 

Billings, T. F. , 272. 

Binbrook, location of, 701. 

Bisshop, CoL, 168 ; report conduct of CoL 

Fitzgibbon at Beaver Oams, 169- 
Boerstler, Col., 168. 
Booth, Alfred C, 221. 
Bombproof, Niagara Fort, 131. 
Bond, George, 369, 370. 

Bonnycastle, Sir R. H,, 483 ; death of, ' 

504 ; initiation, 328. 
Boswell, Rev. E., 226. 
Boswell, Rev. Wm,, 424. 
Bostwick, A. B., 6o6. 
Bostwick, Hy. B., 617, 
Bowen, Wm., certificate of, 388, 
Bradshaw, Martin, 387. 
Bramford's Hotel, Kingston, 583. 
Brant, John, 168. 

Brant House, Wellington Square, (Burling- 
ton), 944. 

Brantford, laying^ the corner stone of Epis- 
copal Church at, 806. 
Bridg-eford, Col. David, 454- 
Bristol, Colman, 355. 

British America Assurance Company, 
Toronto, building of, 627. 

British Colonist, Toronto, celebration of St. 
John the Baptist's Day, June i8th, 1842, 
by St. Andrew's Lodge, notice of, 291 ; 
account of celebration of St. John the 
Baptist, 24th June, 1844, 300 ; celebra- 
tion of festival of St. John, the Evang"e- 
list, 1844, notice of, 301 ; celebration of 
festival of St. John the Baptist, 1845, 


notice of, 303 ; account funeral Rd. 
Watson, 518 ; account, laying* the corner 
stone of Mechanics' Inst,, Toronto, 1854, 
556 ; advertisement of special meeting- 
Third P.G.L., 1854, to la^^ corner stone 
Mechanics' Institute, Toronto, 553; ball, 
Toronto, 1 848, account of Masonic, 515; 
Dec. 29th, 1 84 1, extract concerning- cele- 
bration of St. John's Day by St. Andrew's 
Lodg-e, 288 ; Masonic ball, notice and 
account of, 27th Dec, 1843, 299 ; Ma- 
sonic ball, 1852, notice and account of, 
544 ; ninth annual communication. Third 
P.G.L., 1849, notice of, 522 ; Victoria 
Hall, Cobourg-, account laying- the corner 
stone ot, 778. 

Brock, Col. Isaac, x66. 

Brown, Capt. Geo., 275. 

Brown, Sr., John, 702. 

Brown, John, Binbrook, 702. 

Brown rigg, E. A., 296. 

Bruce, Eli., 128. 

Brydges, C. J., 671. 

Bull, Richard, 483 ; resig-nation as Pro- 
vincial G. Sec'y, 498. 

Bull, Georgfe P., letter on behalf of The 
Barton Lodge, toG.L. of England, 1842, 
concerning- warrant, 463. 

Bullon, Rev. Eli, 810. 

Burford Plains, 187. 

Burgoyne, Lieut. -Gen., 580. 

Burlington Heig-hts, 1813, fig-ht before, 
395- 

Burlton, Col. William, report as chairman 
Colonial Board G. L. England, 1857, on 
concessions to P.G.L. of Canada West, 
as proposed by Earl of Zetland, 820. 

Burnside, Dr. Alex., 366, 481 ; financial 
assistance to St. George's Lodge, No. 
9, Vork (Toronto), 372. 

Burr, John Cleveland, 454. 

Burritt, Elihu, 245. 

Burritt, Hy,, letter to W.M. Rideau Lodge, 
No. 25, 1840, containing" excuse for non- 
attendance, 446, 

Burritt, Stephen, letter to John Dean, 1824, 
concerningdispensation toRideau Lodge, 
No. 25, Burritt's Rapids, with names of 
petitioners, 441 ; letter to John Dean, 
1825, concerning dispensation for Rideau 
Lodge, No. 25, Burritt's Rapids, 442. 

Burritt's Rapids, location of, 439, 

Burwell, Mahlon, 272, 

C 

Canada, Ancient Grand Lodg-e of, consti- 
tution, adoption of, 842, 843, 845 ; com- 
mittee to prepare, 840 ; dissolution of, 
911 ; District Deputy Grand Master, 
institution of office of, 842 ; fees, 844- 
845 ; formation, 830 ; installation, 841- 
843 ; lodges on roll of, 847 ; memorial 
to United Grand Lodge of England, 846 ; 
officers and members, 1857, 842, 949; 
proceeding's, i i th Sept., 1857, 843; seal 
S43 ; work, committee to secure uni 
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forniity of, 844 ; meeting-, first, proceed- 
ingfs, 84 1, 

Canada, Grand Lodg^e of, colored Ma- 
sons, action concerning- request for 
recog-nition of, 903 ; communications ; 
annual, chang:e of date for, 767 ; first 
annual, 9th July, 1856, Hamilton, 758 ; 
second annual, Sth July, 1857, 806 ; 
third annual, 14th July, 1858, minutes 
of, 896 ; constitution, 763 ; constitu- 
tion, committee for preparation of and 
adoption of, 725 ; dispensations issued, 

1856, 763 ; dispensations issued, 1858, 
904 ; District Deputy Grand Masters, 

1857, reports of, 811 ; District Deputy 
Grand Masters, 1858, reports of, 906 ; 
districts, formation of, 763 ; Eng-land, 
action, 1856, towards, 762 ; enumeration 
of lodg-es, 1S56, 766 ; formation and con- 
dition of Craft at, 717 ; Grand Master's 
address, 1856 ; Grand Master's address, 

1857, 812 ; Grand Master's address, 

1856, report of committee on, 767 ; 
Grand Master's address, 1857, para- 
g-raph on subject of Union in report of 
committee on, 814 ; Grand Secretary's 
report, 1856, 768 ; Grand Treasurer, 
report, 1856, 769 ; Grand Treasurer's 
report, 1857, 811 ; incorporation, ac- 
tion concerning', 902 ; installation, com- 
mittee to arrang-e for, 7-27 ; report 
of, 729 ; installation first officers, 729 ; 
lodg'es in jurisdiction at formation, de- 
cision concerning-, 727 ; lodg'es repre- 
sented at formation of, 721, 727, 728 ; 
lodg^es represented, with names of re- 
presentatives, first annual commimica- 
tion, 759 ; members present Union, alive 
1899, 914 ; officers and list communica- 
tions, 1855-58, 950 ; officers, election of, 

1857, 815 ; officers, 1858, election of, 
912 ; officers, first election of, 727 ; offi- 
cers present at first annual communica- 
tion, 758 ; officers present and lodg-es re- 
presented third annual communication, 
14th July, 1858, 897 ; recog-nition, 1856, 
76 1 ; recog-nition, address to United Grand 
Lodg-e of Eng^land, 1855, asking: for, 730; 
recog-nition, 1856, attitude of Grand 
Lodg^es, concerningf, 769 ; recog^nition, 
action of Grand Lodg-es relating^ to, 
1857, 810 ; representatives, at forma- 
tion, incomplete list, 722 ; resolutions of 
formation, 724-725 ; Union, appointment 
ot committee, 1857, to neg^otiate for, 
814 ; Union, minutes meeting^s officers 
for consideration of, 880-882 ; Union, re- 
solutions consummating*, 907 ; work, 
differences concerning-, 808. 

CapreoJ, F. C, 291, 807. 
Carfrae, Hug^h, 278. 
Carfrae, Thos., 278, 

Cameron, Kwan, Carleton Place, 236. 
Cameron, John McAlpine, 284. 
Campbell, Capt. Alexander, 269, 340. 
Campbell, W. A,, 481. 


Campbell, Sir Wm., death, 264 ; knighted, 
263 ; homestead, Vork, (Toronto) 264 ; 
Masonic connection, 263; lite, sketch of, 
260 ; portrait, description of, 264, 

Carfrae, Thos., 368, 

Carleton Place, location, 222. 

Carnarvon, Earl of, action, 1856, on be- 
half of Canadian lodges, 754 ; work in 
Grand Lodg-e of Eng^land, 1856, on be- 
half of Canadian lodges, 752, 

Carrying Place, 169- 

Cassidy, Wm., 618. 

Cattermole, George, 278. 

Caverley, Bro., member St. John's, No. 

209, G. R.I., funeral of, 602. 
Certificates, cost of, 147 ; Simon McGilliv- 

ray's instructions concerning the issue 

of, 35- 

Chamberlain, Eriel, 454- 

Chamberlain's Corners, 221. 

Chambers, W. J., Kingston, 700. 

Charlton, B, E., statement concerning 
the jewels of The Barton Lodge, 457. 

C hauncey. Commodore, 395. 
heseboro, Nicholas G., 127, 129. 

Chewett, James Grant, 269-270 ; appoint- 
ment as Prov^incial Grand Architect, 113. 

Chewett, W. C-, 269. 

Child, Col. W-, statement concerning Ma- 
sonic Bible of 46th Regt., 650. 

Chisholm, Col., 283. 

Chisholm, Geo., funeral, 468. 

Cholera in Upper Canada, 355. 

Chubbuck, Samuel N., 122, 124 ; state- 
ment concerning Wm. Morgan, 130. 

Church, Dr. 590. 

City Hotel, Quebec, 678. 

Clarke, Geo. A., 353. 

Clark, Thos., Niagara, 272- 

Clark, Thos., Townsend, 396. 

Clark, Hon. Thos., 276. 

Clark, Moses, 227. 

Clarke, Sergeant-Major John, (History of 
the Minden Lodge, No. 63, G.R.L), ex- 
tract concerning2oth Regt. at St. Helena, 

582. 

Clay, Robert, letter to Wm. T. Shepherd, 
1846, transmitting w^arrant of lodge No. 
227, 657. 

Clement, John M., 310, 

Clinton, De Witt, Governor of New York, 
I 27-1 29. 

Cobourg, friction cancerning the corner- 
stone laying of Town Hall at, 807. 
Code, George, funeral of, 613. 
Coffin, Nathaniel, -265. 
Colcleugh, Capt., 285. 
Collin's Bay, 179. 

Colonial Board, Grand Lodge of England, 
Canadian communications referred to, 
1857, and decision concerning, 792 ; 
Canadian situation, 1857, report on, 822; 
letter to P.G.L. Canada West, 1857, con- 
cerning concessions proposed, 804 ; re- 
port, 1857, on concessions proposed by 
Earl of Zetland for Canadian Craft, 820. 
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Colonial Jovirnal, account of the corner- 
stone laying^ of King-ston g-aol and Court 
House, 1824, 324 ; extract, June, 1824, 
concerning- laying corner-stone Masonic 
H.tll, Bath, 315 ; extract, June, 1824, 
concerning- opening of Sussex Lodg-e, 
No- 3, Brockville. 

Commercial Bank buildings, 301. 

Connolly, John, letter to Union Lodge, 
No. 8, Orimsby, concerning petition of 
John Wright, 359. 

Constitution, book of, first issue, 71 ; 
chang-es in 1856, 767 ; first edition for 
Third Prov, Grand Lodg-e, 507 ; for 
Grand Lodge of Canada, amendments 
to, 1857, 811 ; outline of, 763. 

Convention of Irish iodg^es, Hamilton, 
1853, minutes of, 708; London, 1854, 
minutes of, 710 ; Toronto, 1854, resolu- 
tions passed at, 712; Hamilton, 1855, 
minutes of, 715. 

Corbett, Thos. Aug-ustus, 341. 

Corinthian Lodg-e, No. 834, E.R. , Peter- 
boro*, allegiance to Grand Lodge of 
England, 860, 884, 

Corner stone laying", first record of, 73. 

Cornick, Toseph, 481, 700- 

Cornwallis, Hon. Edw., 578. 

Correspondence, 1856, report of commit- 
tee on, in Grand Lodge of Canada, 769. 

Courtney, James, initiation, Independent 
Lodg-e, No. 237, Quebec, 680. 

Cox, John, house of, 421 ; storehouse of, 
422. 

Craig", Sir James Hy., 641, 
Cranks, E., house of, 435. 

Crawford, Or. George Gillespie, 281, 134; 
statement concerning George Garside 
and death W'm. IVIorg-an, 139- 

C raw ford, Thomas, 286, 

Crony n. Rev. Benj., 40S, 596, 604. 

Croiise, Henry, notice of motion , 1855, con- 
corning independence, 57^. 

Crown Inn, Vork, (Toronto), 36c). 

Crown Tavern, Smith's Falls, 215. 

Crucifix, Dr., 655. 

Cruickshank, Ernest, 169. 

Culver, John, 396, 

Cummings, John, funorril of, 333. 
CmMis, 0?iv'id, Ingersoll, 637, 

D 

** Daily Atlas," Toronto, union, 1858, ac- 
coiml of, 914. 

Dalhousio Lodg-e, No. 2, Niag^ara, history, 
1S22-24, 306 ; agreement for disposal of 
furniture of, 308 ; casli book, discovery 
of and entries in, 310 ; McGillivray re- 
port to G.M. Englanil, extract concern- 
ing-, 307 ; meeting-place, 310 ; meetings, 
list of, 313 ; niembcrs, list of, 313; re- 
I'ords, destruction of, 309 ; resume of 
previous history, 306 ; wai rant, surren- 
der of, 312. 

Daly, Charles, 294. 

Danby, Christopher, 183; case of, 29. 


Daniell, James, London, election as Pro- 
vincial G. Master, 711 ; presentation of 
Bible to St. John s Lodg-e, No. 209, Lon- 
don, 60s ; presentation of P.M. jewel to, 
612. ^ - 

Davis, Bro. , representative St. John's 
Lodgfe, No- 209, G.R.L, at G. L. of Ire- 
land, 598. 

Davy, Peter, 351, 355. 

Davy, R. P., 351. 

Day, Joseph, cousin of W'ni. Morgan, 123. 
Dawkins, Rear Admiral, 99, 162. 
Dearborn, Gen., 168. 

Dean, John, 29, 659 ; action concerning- P. 

G. L. of 1842, 204; biog^raph\ , « 79 ; 
burial, record of, iSi ; death, iSo ; diffi- 
culty in collectings Kingston bills. 1822, 
39 ; first Masonic record of, 1 7Q ; Lein- 
ster Lodg-e, receipt for warrant of, 690 ; 
letter to Dunn, Hon. J. H. , enclosing- dues, 
1822,41; letters: to IVIcGillivray, Simon , 
1822, concerning- Prince Edward Lodge, 
No. 19, Hallowell, 402 ; 10 McGillvray, 
Simon, enclosing proceeding-s first meet- 
ing- P.G.L., 1822,34; to Fairfield, Benj., 
concerning difficulties between St. John's 
and Leinster Lodges, Kington, 1822, 32 ; 
(extract) to Fairfield, Benj., 1822, con- 
cerning- Leinster Lodge, Xo. 283, G.R.L, 
687 ; to F'itzgibbon, Jnmes, asking- in- 
structions regfarding- duties of P.G. Sec y, 

1822, 36 ; to Fitz^ibbon, Jiimes, concern- 
ing Richmond and Rideau Lodg-es, 1822, 
43 ; (extract ) t».» Fitzgibbon, James, 1822, 
concerning- St. Andrew's Lodg-e, No. 1 , 
Vork (Toronto), 256 ; to Fitzg-ibbon, 
James, containing^ record of craft work 

for iH22~2y 58; to Brother , 1833, 

concerning* issue of a new warrant hv 
G-M, of England, 69 ; to Dunn, John 

H. , 1823, concerning fees, 55 ; to 
Everett bner, 1823, concerning Royal 
Arch deg-rees, 58 ; to F'erg^uson, John, 

1823, enclosing; dispensation for True 
Britons* Lodg-e, 416 ; to Fitzg^erald, G., 
1823. concerning the dispensation of 
Kichmond Lodge, Richmond, 433; to 
Hartwell, Joseph K,, 1823, concerning 
installation of officers of Temple Lodge, 
Beverley, 430 ; (extract) to Hartwell, 
Joseph K., 1823, enclosing^ dispensation 
tor Temple Lodge, Beverley, 429 ; (ex- 
tract) to Hartwell, Joseph K., 1823, con- 
cerning; dispensation for True Britons' 
Lodge, 415 ; to Turquand, Bernard, 
1823, requesting- information concerning- 
work P.G.L., 69; to Wiltsie, Benoni, 
1823, concerning- the dispensation of 
Harmony Lodge, Vong-e, 427 ; to Bur- 
ritt, Ste[ihen, 1825, concerning; dis- 
pensation for Rideau Lodge, No. 25, 
Burritt's Rapids, 442 ; letter to Tur- 
quand, B., 1825, concerning appointment 
of Rev. Wm. Smart, 76 ; to Turquand, 
Bernard, 1825, giving; him authority for 
use of name, 79 ; to Simon McGillivray, 
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ibjO, eiiclu.sing,- warrant of Leiii^iter 
Lodg-e, No. 283, G.R.L, 690; to Lein- 
ster Lodo;e, No. 283, G.R.L, concerning 
issue of dispensation by second P.G.L, 
( McGilHvraA ), 691 ; to Turquand, Ber- 
nard, 1839, concerning- warrant for Sus- 
sex Lodg-e, No. 3, Brock ville, 318; 
to Isaac Fisher, Secy. Prince Edward 
Lodge, No. 19, Hallowell, 1S22, con- 
cerning certificates, 402; to (extract) 
Geo. Mill ward, concerning certificate, 
*53? residences: in Toronto, 180; in 
Montreal, 180; suggestion for meetings 
of P.G.L., 148. 

Oean, Maria, 179; statement concerning 
her father s burial, 181. 

OeCou's hovise near Twelve Mile Creek, 
168. 

r)eGras.si, Alfio, evidetice concerning St. 
George s Lodge, No. 9, Vork (Toronto), 
377- 

OeHaren, CoL, 169. 

Dillon, Thos., installing officer, inaugura- 
tion St. John's Lodge, No. 209, G.R.L, 
594 ; letters : to St. John's Lodge, No. 
209, G.R.L, concerning warrant and in- 
stallation of officers, 592 ; to St. John's 
Lodge, No. 209, G.R.L, 1842, concern- 
ing inauguration, 593. 
Dispensations — Addington Lodge, No. 7, 
Bath, from Second Prov^incial Grand 
Lodge ( McGillivray), 345 ; King Hiram 
Lodge, No. 12, Ingersoll, from Second 
Provincial Grand Lodge (McGillivray), 
383 ; Leinster Lodge, No. 283, G. R.I., 
from Second Provincial Grand Lodge 
( AIcGilIi\'ray), 692 ; Rideau Lodge, No. 
25, Burritt's Rapids, 1842, from Ziba M. 
Phillips, 445; St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, 
Vork (Toronto), from Second Provincial 
Grand Lodge (JVIcGillivra^'), 265 ; St. 
John's Lodge, Carleton Place, from Ziba 
M. Phillips, 225 ; St. John's Lodge, No. 
5, Kingston, from Third Provincial 
Grand Lodge, 1845, 321 ; St. John's 
Lodge, No. 209, G.R.L, London, 1842, 
signed by Alex. Barber, VWM., and 
James Bull, Secy., No. 83, 592; St. John's 
R. A. Lodge, No, 9, Vork (Toronto)^ 
from Second Pro\'incial Grand Lodge 
(McGillivray), 361 ; True Britons' Lodge, 
No 21, Perth, from Second Provincial 
Grand Lodge (McGillivray), 416 ; Vic- 
toria Lodge, Tps. of Lansdowne and 
Vonge, from Ziba M. Phillips, 220. 
District Lecturers, first appointment of, 507. 
Division of Jurisdiction, 1855, proposal 

for, 573 ; adoption of, i 10. 
Division of Provincial Grand Lodge, east- 
ern, 110; annual meetings: 1826, iii ; 
1827, Kingston, 145; mv.^utesof meeting, 
27th Aug., 1827, 149. 
Division of Prov. G. Lodge, Western, 1 10; 

minutes of meeting, 30th July, 1827, 142. 
Doel Brewer^-, the, Vork (Toronto), 123; 
location of, 363. 


Dolson, Samuel, tavern of, 397. 

Donnell, D., member St. John's Lodge, 
No. 209, G.R.L, London, correspondence 
concerning children of, 597-8 ; death of, 
597- 

Downes, John W., Brantford, 701. 
Draper, W. H., 53J. 

Duggan (Blachford) Building, Hamilton, 
470. 

Duggan, George, 289. 
Duchaine, Capt., 168. 

Duncombe, Charles, biograph^s r87; elect- 
ed G.M. of an independent Grand Lodge, 
1836, at London, 189 ; escape from 
Canada, 190; experience in the rebel- 
lion of 1837, 1 89 ; interview with Simon 
McGillivray, 22 ; residences, 187, 190- 1. 

Diuicombe, David, 191. 

Duncombe, Elijah, 191, 

Dundas Faithful Lodge, No. 446 (68th 

Regt.), Kingston, 686. 
Dunham, Chester, house of, 319. 
Dunn, Alexander Roberts, 186. 
Dunn, John Charles, 183. 

Dunn, Hon. John H., 29 ; acknowledg- 
ment receipt dues to John Dean, 1822,41; 
biography, 183 ; family record of births, 
184; marriage, 184; Masonic connec- 
tion, 186; portrait of, 186; residence, 
184 ; resignation as P. Grand Treasurer, 
80 ; sketch of, short, 265. 

Dunn, Mary Anne, 184, 

Dunn, Township, named, 682 

Dunnville, location of, 6S2. 

£3 

Kasthope, Sir John, 162. 

Elgin Lodge, No. 348, Montreal, L.C., 479. 
Elsworth, Caleb, 435- 

England, United Grand Lodge of, action 
concerning Canadian Craft, 1853, 551 ; 
Canadian Craft, action at quarterly 
meeting, 5th March, 1856. concerning, 
743 ; Canadian Craft, action, 1857, con- 
cerning memorial from, 792 ; communi- 
cation, 1857, referred to Colonial Board, 
793 » Canadian Craft, correspondence, 
jS57» showing concessions proposed for, 
800 ; proceedings, extract 5th March, 
1823, concerning work of Simon McGil- 
livray, 99 ; proceedings of quarterly 
communication, 6th June, 1856, at which 
Canadian case w^as discussed, 746 ; pro- 
ceedings of quarterly communication, 
3rd Sept., 1856, at which Canadian ques- 
tion was discussed, 749 ; proceedings, 
adjourned meeting, Oct. ist., 1856, at 
which Canadian case was discussed, 753; 
Canadian Craft, proceedings at emer- 
gent meeting, i ith Feb., 1857, concern- 
ing, 816 ; Canadian Craft, proceedings, 
1 2th Feb., 1857, relating to, 789 ; Cana- 
dian Craft, proceedings at quarterly 
communication of 4th March, 1857, con- 
cerning, 817 ; Canadian Craft, proceed- 
ings quarteriy communication, 2nd Sept., 
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1857, concerning-, 821 ; Canadian Cra.ft, 
proceeding's of quarterly communication 
relating to, 850 ; Canadian affairs, pro- 
ceedings quarterly communication, June 
2nd, 1858, relating to, 884 ; Canadian 
Craft, receipt of resolution of P. G. L- 
Canada West, intimating intention lo de- 
clare independence of and discussion 
thereon, 821 ; Colonial Board, appoint- 
ment of, 745; indifference towards Craft 
affairs in Upper Canada, 157 ; letter, 
1827, concerning: reg-istration fees, 146 ; 
letter from Grand Sec'y, containing com- 
munications from Earl of Zetland relat- 
ing^ to Canadian affairs, 792 ; letter to 
T. Douglas Harring-ton, 1856, asking^ for 
information concerning Canadian Craft, 
771 ; neglect to acknowledge receipt of 
correspondence, 1854, resolution con- 
cerning-, 562 ; Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West, concessions proposed 
by Earl of Zetland for, 749 ; recog-nition 
of Grand Lodg-e of Canada, action con- 
cerning, 1858, 918; recognition of Grand 
Lodge of Canada West, discussion as 
contained in proceeding's of quarterly 
communication, L>ec. ist, 1858, 885; re- 
cog"nition Grand Lodg^e of Canada, 
granted, 922 ; recognition Grand Lodge 
of Canada, proceedings, 2©th June, 1859, 
concerning", Q22 ; report on Canadian 
memorial of 1853, 576 ; resolution con- 
cerning registration fees, i47> 

Erie, Fort, old lodge at, 699, 

Evans, Joseph D., 728-737, letter to \\\ E. 
Evans, 1855, concerning installation of 
officers of G.L, Canada, 738. 

Evans, W, E., Buffalo, 728, 737. 

*' Evening Telegram," Toronto, obituary 
Francis Richardson, extract from, 948. 

Everett, Abner, letter to John Oean, 1S23, 
concerning the conferring of the IVIark 
Degree by Lodg'c No. 14, Town send, 
390 ; report concerning Leinster Lodge, 
686. 

Fairfieldi Benj., 29; letter (extract) to John 
Dean, 1822, concerning Leinstei" Lodge, 
No. 283, Kingston, 689 • letter to John 
Dean, 1822, concerning trouble in Lein- 
ster Lodge, No. 283, G.R.L, 686; letter 
to John Dean, concerning difficulties be- 
tween St. John's and Leinster Lodg-e s, 
King-st on, 1822, 40 

Fairfield, Herman, 179. 

Fairfield, Stephen, 179. 

FarleVf Jhs., reply to Thos. Dillon, 1842, 

concerning in2iugu rat ion St. John's 

Lodg^e, No. 209, C^..R.L,593. 
Fees, registration, decision of the G.L. of 

England, concerning-, 146. 
Fen ton, Jt^hn, extract from " Toronto of 

Old " (Scadding), concerning, 367. 
Ferns, A. J., 29 ; letter to lodg^e at Sack- 

ett's Harbor, N. V., 1827, containing' 

reference to Leinster Lodg-e, No. 283, 

G.R.L, Kingston, 696. 


Festivals, resolution concerning^ celebra- 
tion of, by Third F.G.L., 521. 
Fitzgerald, G., letter to John Dean, 1822, 
enclosing- warrant of Richmond Lodg-e, 
showing: members, 431 ; letter to John 
Dean, 1823, enclosing: original dispensa- 
tion of Richmond Lodge, Richmond, 
433- 

Fitzg-erald, Thomas, 265. 

Fitzgibbon, James, action in rebellion of 
1837, 173-4 ; address to P. G.L., 1823, 
64 ; appointment as Colonel of Militia, 

171 ; biog^raphy, 164 ; correspondence 
concerning appointment as D.P.G.M-, 

172 ; death, 174 ; dissatisfaction with 
position as D.P.G.M., 56 ; letter to John 
Dean (undated), requesting; original dis- 
pensation of Richmond Lodgr«^\ Rich- 
mond, 432; letter to John Dean, 1822?^ 
(extract) concerning- St. Andrew's Lodge* 
No. I, Vork (Toronto), 256 ; letter to 
John Dean, 1823, releasing- him from at- 
tendance P.G.L., 58 ; letter to John 
Dean, 1823, concerning- dispensations, 
56; letter to John Dean, 1825, counter- 
manding instructions concerning meet- 
ing- P.G.L., 79 ; made I^night of Wind- 
sor, and Military Knight, 174 ; Masonic 
work, 173 ; marriagfe, 169 ; mother 
lodgre, 171 ; patent as D.P.G.M. of 
LTpper Canada, 28 ; promotion to en- 
sig-ncy, i66 ; powers of, exceeded, 94 ; 
reference to, as ** rouge *' in memoran- 
dum, by Simon McGillivray, 96 ; remit- 
tance delayed, 1 74 ; reply to John Dean's 
letter asking- for instructions, 1822, 38 ; 
residences, 22, 170; resignation, 173. 

Fitzg-ibbon, Chas., 171 ; affiliation with 
King Solomon's Lodg-e, No. 222, G.R.L, 
624; installation as W.M. King Solo- 
mon's Lodg^e, No. 222, G.R.L, Toronto, 
630. 

Fitzgibbon, Georg^e, death of, 171, 
Fitzg^ibbon, ALiry Agnes, 166. 
Fitzgibbon, William, 171. 

First Ro\'al Keg"iment, Ala sonic lodges in, 
394- 

Fisher, Isaac, Sec y P. Kdward Lodge, 
Hallowell, extract letter to John Dean, 
concerning- certificates, 401. 
Flanagan, Joseph F., tavern of, 404. 
Fleck, Mary, request made to St. Johns 
R. A. Lodge No. 9, York, for burial of 
her husband with Masonic honors, 363. 
Fortv-sixth Reg-iment of Foot, history of, 
640 ; Dominica, conduct at, 642 ; Mas- 
onic Bible, contents of, 647- 654 ; Masonic 
Bible, exhibited at meeting; of Lodg:e of 
Virtue, Manchester, England, with cor- 
respondence concerning, 644 ; Masonic 
Bible, story of, 643 ; named *' South 
i Devonshire," 64 I ; red feathers, adoption 
of, 641- 
Follett, Nathan, 124. 
Frankford, location of, 388. 
Frankville, location, 222. 
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Fraser, D. C, 263. 
Fraser, William, house of, 433. 
Free Methodist Society, Carleton Place, 
233- 

Freed, A. T., account of the revival of 
the Barton Lodgfe, 1841, 458. 

Freemasons" Monthly Monitor, New 
Brunswick, Dec. 20th, 1857, Canadian 
question, editorial on, 852. 

Freemasons' Arms (Jno. McDowell), Lon- 
don, 602. 

Freemasons' Quarterly Review, London, 
Eng-., extract concerning- appointment 
Grand Regfistrar, 199 ; extract showing- 
state Masonry in Lower Canada, 1836, 
^93- 

Freemasons' Magazine London, Eng^. , 
letter from correspondent concerning 
Simon McOilHvray, 164 ; obituary Simon 
McGillivray, 163 ; proceedings G. L. 
England, ist Oct., 1856, 753. 

Furnell, Michael, 814 ; acknowledgment of 
rank conferred by G. L, Canada, 905 ; 
appointment as representative G. L. 
Canada, near G. L. Ireland," 769. 

G 

Gait, Chief Justice, Sir Thomas, 152. 
Gait, John, 152, 

Gardner, Chas. T., 283 ; funeral, 301. 
Gardner, E. W., 283. 

Garside, Geo., 124; statement of Dr. 
Geo. Crawford concerning- death of, 
I 39- 

Garrioch, W. H,,590- 

Gaudy, Peter, funeral of, 604. 

** Gazette, Upper Canada, " notices of festi- 
vals of 1822, as celebrated by St. John's 
R.A. Lodge, No. 9, Vork (Toronto), 362; 
notice of meeting of St. John's R.A. 
Lodge, No. 9, Vork (Toronto), 363- 

**Gazette," Montreal, notice death of John 
Beikie, 178. 

Glengarry Fencibles, 395- 

Glenn, Hugh, fimeral of, 296. 

Glenn ie, \Vm., 159. 

" Globe," Toronto, Ridout, Thos. G., fun- 
eral, account Qf, 940 ; Watson, Richard, 
funeral, account of, 518. 

Globe Hotel, Cobourg, 380. 

General Purposes, Board of. Provincial 
Grand Lodg-e of Canada West, adop- 
tion of by-laws for the regulation of, 
503 ; 1873, action concerning report 
case of Plantagenet Lodge, No. 186, 
and St. John's, No. 159, G. R. L, 588 ; 
appointment by Ancient G. L. of Cana- 
da of first, 844 ; members of, 1851, 535 ; 
members of first, 503. 

Germania Hall, Hamihon, 668-671. 

Geossman, John, 280, 364. 

Goodwin's Creek, -275. 

Gore Bank, Hamilton, 301. 

Gould, R. F., (Transactions Lodge Qua- 
tuor Coronati) extract concerning- 20th 
I^egt., 580. 


Go wan, James Robert, 284. 

Graham, George, house of, 420. 

Grand Masonic Convention, (Ziba M. Phil- 
lips) minutes of meeting, 24th February, 
1842, Kingston, 203; minutes of meet- 
ing, 6th F'ebruary, 1844, at Smith's Falls, 
207. 

Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Canada, 

formation of, 808. 
Grand Visitor, action, 1825, concerning 

appointment of, 80. 
Grant, John, liouse of, 422. 
Greene, Major-General, Sir Henry Roden, 

186. 

Gunn, Wm. , 481. 

Guysborough, 260 ; History of the County 
of, (Mrs. James. K. Hart), extract con- 
cerning William (afterwards Sir William) 
CampbelU 261 - 

H 

Hagerman, Christopher A., (afterwards 

Hon. Justice) 271-327. 
Hale, Jonathan, 368. 
Hale, Wm., Dundas, 617. 
Haley, Mary, 169. 
Hall, Capt., 169. 

Hallcroft, Hall, Carleton Place, 229- 
Hall, Joseph, mover of resolution for sole 

control over Masonry in Canada, 540. 
Hallowell township, location, 401. 
Hall's Corners, 702. 

Hamilton and Toronto Railwav, opening 
of, 807. 

Harding, J. E., Stratford, 740; noiice oi 
motion for contribution tti Patriotic- 
Fund, 570. 

Harington, T. Douglas, 158-659 ; affilia- 
tion with St, John's Lodge, No. 5, King- 
ston, 341; appointment as P.G.M. of 
Canada East, 478; ceremony for union 
prepared by, 873 ; correspondence, 1858, 
with Earl of Zetland in defence of Can- 
adian Craft, 860-891-893; rank of Past 
Grand Master conferred vipon, 841-914; 
reply to letter of Grand Secretary, G. L. 
of England, 1856, asking information 
concerning Canadian Craft, 771 ; resigna- 
tion as P.G.M. Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Quebec and Three Rivers, 854. 

Harris, Thos. Bird, 531. 

Harris, W. R., Toronto, 740, 

Harrison, Samuel Bea.sley, 285. 

Hart, Mrs. James E., extract concerning 
Wm. (afterwards Sir William), Campbell 
261. 

Hartney, Patrick, 368. 

Hartwell, Joseph K., letters to John Dean, 
1823, concerning dispensation True Bri- 
tons' Lodge, 414 ; extract letter to John 
Dean, 1823, concerning Temple Lodge, 
Beverley, 430, 

Hartwell's Tavern, Westminster, 407. 

Harmony Lodge, No. 358, G.R.L, Bin- 
brook, history, 1855-58, 701 ; installation, 
702 ; meeting-places, 702-705. 
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Harmony Lodi<e, Xo. 22^ Township of 
Vong-e, Countv of Leeds, history, 1822- 
23, 426 ; correspondence concerning' dis- 
pensation, 427 ; records in the minute 
book of New Oswegatchie Lodge, 428. 

Hawkesbury, k>cation of, 586- 

Henderson, James A., 524 ; address at 
Centennial of the Mtnden Lodge, No, 
63, O.R.L, 585 ; appointment as Orand 
Representative O.L. of New Vork, near 
P.O. L. of (Canada West, 552 ; initiation 
of, 298. 

Hen wood. Or. J. \V., Brantford, 701. 

Hillier, George, 265. 

Hodder, Dr., 290- 

Hogg-, David, 415- 

Home district, extent of, 453. 

H or wood, Charles, 298, 

How^ard, Hy., Buffalo, N.V., 124. 

Howard, J. G-, 296, 524. 

Howard, James B, , account found in min- 
ute book of Xew Osweg'atchie Lodge, 
No. 7, 221. 

Howe, Cok, 46th Regt., 641. 

Hughes, Patrick, 233. 

Humberstone Farm, Yonge Street, York 
{Tori»nto), 123. 

Hurd, Eli, extract from letter to Dr. Bur- 
ritt, 1825, asking relief for a brother, 
441 ; extract from letter to John Dean, 
1822, concerning Rideau Lodge, No. 25, 

439- 

I 

Independence of Canadian Craft, appeal 
for, 547 ; action of Irish Lodges, 705 ; 
declaration of, b\' P.Q.L. of Canada 
West, 805 ; efforts to secure, 1855, 570 ; 
first effort for 540 ; first step towards, 
705 ; memorial from P.G.L. of Canada 
West to C L- England requesting, 780 ; 
minutes at Con\ention of Irish Lodges 
in favor of, 709, 710, 712, 715 ; motion, 
1855, to appoint delegates for purpose 
of forming independent Grand Lodge, 
571 ; motion to [petition for, 1853, 552 ; 
presentatioiT of case by Canadian Lodges 
to Grand Lodge of Ireland, 1853, 713 ; 
movement for power to form G. L. Can- 
ada, 717; request for, 1852, 542 ; resolu- 
tions passed in King Solomon's Lodge, 
No. 222, Toronto, concerning*, 708, 710, 
715 ; struggle for, 567. 

Independent Lodge No. 337, G. R. L, 
Quebec, history 1854-59, 677 ; affiliation 
G.L- Canada, 681 ; condition 1855, 679 ; 
Masonic Hall, movement for erection of, 
679 ; meeting, minutes of, 678 ; meeting 
places, 681 ; members, 681 ; officers, 
682. 

Ing*ersoll, location of, 381. 

Ireland, Grand Lodge of, Board of General 
Purposes, resolution concerning warrant 
of Lodge, No. 227, 661 ; Canadian lodges 
on reg-ister, 1821 -1890, 716 ; dissatisfac- 
tion concerning- the issue of warrants 


by, 563 ; resolution concerning-, 565 
Leinster Lodge No. 283, letter, 1826, con- 
cerning warrant of, 693 ; Leinster Lodge 
No. 283, order for the return of warrant 
and minute books of, 695 ; letter of D.G. 
Secretary, 1828, to Leinster Lodge No. 
283, G-R.L, King-ston, enclosing- cir- 
culars, 697 ; letter to King Solomon's 
Lodge, 1846, concerning issue of war- 
rant, 620 ; letter to Wm. Shepherd, 1847, 
enclosing warrant of Lodge No. 227, 
G.R.L, 663 ; letter to Wm". Shepherd, 
1847, concerning warrant of Lodge No. 
227, G-R.L, 659; letter, 1847, concern- 
ing- warrant King Solomoti's Lodge No. 
222, 621 ; offer to Canadian lodges, 1854, 
710 ; presentation ot the case of Cana- 
dian lodges to, 1854, and reply, 1856, 
713 ; work of Canadian lodges in move- 
ment for independence, 705. 

Irving, ^^Imilius, 524. 

Jameson, R. S., 484. 

Jarvis, F. W. , 265- 

Jarvis, Stephen, 265. 

Jarvis, W. B., 265, 286- 

Jarvis, William, 158. 

Johns, Daniel, 124. 

Johnson, Chancev', 586. 

Johnson, Eden Abbott, 587. 

Johnson-Thompson, statement concern- 
ing: W^m. Morg-an, with explanation, 
1 30- 1 3 r . 

Johnston, Hiram, house of, 586. 
Johnston, Rev. Mr., Carleton Place, 236. 
Johnston, Sir Wm., 641. 
Johnstown District, 220. 
Jones, Thomas Mercer, 284, 
Jones, Thos. Mercer, letter to James Pitz- 
g-ibbon 1837 concerning meeting P.G.L., 
197. 

Jordan's Hotel, Vork (Toronto), 259. 

K 

Kennedy, John, tavern of, 457- 
Kemptville Lodg'e No. 25, Kemptville, 

history 1845-48, 236. 
Kemptville, location of, 236. 
Kerr, Dr. Robert, 29. 

Kerr, W, J., 29, 168, 272 ; funeral of, 473 ; 
letter (extract) to J, McGlashan 1827 
concerning furniture of Dalhousie Lodg^e 
No. 2, 308 ; letter to John Dean, 1837, 
concerning proposed meeting P.G.L-, 
194 ; letter to G. L. Kngland, 1843, 
concerning warrant for Barton Lodge, 

465. 

Ketchum, Seneca, 280; affiliation with St. 
Georg-e's Lodg-e, No. 9, York (Toronto), 
376. 

King, Col. Wm., 124, 131. 

King Hiram Lodge, No, 12, Ing-ersoll, his- 
tory, 1822-35, 3^1 ? action, 1822, in con- 
nection with Simon McGillivray, 381 ; 
affiliation with second Provincial G. L., 
(McGillivray), 382; dispensation, 383; 
; dormancy, 386; meeting places, 382-384; 


HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 


969 


Xocih ( Mark s ^an prox ided for, 384 ; 
rulintc by John Beikie on Masonic 
funerals, 384. 

Kinfcc Hiram Lods<e, No. 226, G. R. I., In- 
^ersoll, historx of, 1852-56, 637; minutes 
of first meeting-, 637; union with St. 
John's Lodg:e, Xo, 35, G. R. 639; 
warrant, surrender of, 639. 

Kinjjf Solomon's Lod^e, No. 222, G.R.I., 
Toronto, history, 1847-55, 618; action 
concerning- formation G. L. Canada, 
629-634 ; affiliation Grand Lod^e of 
Canada, 634-635; debentures, issue of, 
632; deleg-ates, convent ioti, 1853, report 
of, 631; deleg-ates to Hamilton Conven- 
tion 1853, resolutions concerning, 630; 
dispensation, petition for, forwarded to 
Ireland, 620; fees, to G. L. Ireland, first 
objection to, 627 ; festivals, celebration 
of, 625 ; independence, work in connec- 
tion with the movement for, 629 ; instal- 
lation first officers, 622 ; meetinjjf places, 
622., 623, 627, 628, 632 ; members, 635 ; 
officers, 636; resolutions concern int;^ for- 
mation G. L. of Canada, 629 ; vv^ai-rant, 
application to Francis Richardson for, 
619 ; warrant, correspondence concern- 
ingf, 621. 

Kinjjfsley, Col. (20th Reg;t.), 578. 

King-smiH, George, 291. 

King-ston, Bank of, (Pretended Bank of 

Upper Canada), 39. 
tCingfston, corner stone, laying of. Court 

House and jail, 1824, 73 ; description of 

sketch, 1822-28, 323; dock}^ard bell, 336; 

dockyard, description of, 336; g"aol and 

court house, corner stone laid by St. 

John's Lodg-e, No. 5, 324 ; sketch in 

1842, description of, 338, 
Kinnear, Thomas, 291. 
Klinck, Leonard, 453. 

Lacy, Col. W., statement concerning- Bible 
of the 46th Reg^t., 647 ; discovery of Ma- 
sonic Bible of the 46th Regt.,642 ; work 
in connection with reorg-anization of 
Lodg-e in 46th Reg-t., 655. 

Ladd, Anson, 378. 

Lamb's Hotel, Toronto, 295. 

Land, Scott, initiation inThe Barton Lodg-e, 
462. 

Lang-, Jacob, 481. 
Laug-hton, John B., 287. 

Laurie's History of Freemasonry in Scot- 
land, extract concerning- appointment of 
P.G.M/s, 478 

Law's House, Hamilton, meeting^ place of 
The Barton Lodg-e, 458. 

Lawson, Loton, 127. 

Leach, Rev. W. T., 284. 

Leach, Rev. Dr., (Canon) 285. 

Leader, The Toronto. —Ridout, Thos. G. , 
account funeral of, 939; Union, 1858, 
account of, 916. 

Leeds County, boundaries, 220. 


Lee, R. H., Stratford, 703. 

Leinster Lodg-e, No. 283, G. R. L , Kingston, 
history, 1821-28, 684 ; brief reference to, 
99 ; desire to affiliate with Grand Lodg-e 
of Canada, 99 ; dispensation from Second 
P.G.L., (McGillivray ), 1826, 692; friction 
with St. John s Lodg-e, No. 5, Kingston, 
686; Husse\% Isaac, newspaper account of 
charg-e ag^ainst, 688 ; invitation to attend 
opening- imder Canadian dispensation, 
693 ; letter to G. Secy., G. L. Ireland, 
1847, concerning warrant of, 660 ; peti- 
tion to Simon McGillivray, 1825, con- 
cerning- amalgramation with St. John's 
Lodge, No. 5, 689 ; w^arrant, 685 ; war- 
rant, application to John Oean, for the re- 
turn of Irish, 694 ; warrant, receipt from 
John Oean for, 690 ; warrant, returned 
to Grand Lodge of Ireland, 699 ; war- 
rant, second application for the return 
of Irish, 697 ; warrant transmitted to 
Second Provincial Grand Lodge (Mc- 
Gillivray^), 690. 

Lendrum, R. W". , ht^use of, 586. 

Leslie, Bro., Toronto, fimeral of, 626. 

Lodge of Concord, King-ston, 331 ; refer- 
ence to letter from sec y of, 352. 

Lodg-e No. 6, Fredericksburgh, history, 
1822, 344 ; charter members, 345. 

Lodg^e No. 10, Belleville, history, 1822, 
378 ; charter members, 378. 

Lodge No, 14, Township of Tovvnsend, 
County of Norfolk, history, 1822-45, 
388 ; enumeration, 391 ; invitation for 
the celebration of St. John's Day, 1836, 

392 ; letter to St. Andrew's Lodg-e, No. 
I, Toronto, 1842, for closer intercourse, 

393 ; meeting^ places, 390, 391, 392, 393; 
removal to Brantford, 391 ; warrant, 389. 

Lodge No. 26 (26th Reg-t,), Quebec, in- 
stallation of Independent Lodg-e, No. 
237, G.R.L, 678. 

Lodg-e No. 40, Quebec, extract from min- 
utes praising Col. James Fitzg-ibbon, 
with endorsation, 171. 

Lodge No. 83, G.R.L, 83rd Regft. Foot, 592. 

Lodg-e No. 211, G.R.L, Port Stanley, his- 
tory, 1 85 1 -8, 617 ; successor of, 618 ; 
officers, first, 617 ; warrant, surrender 
of, 618. 

Lodg-e No. 227, G. R. 1. (46th Regiment) 
Quebec, history, 1752- 1855, 640 ; affilia- 
tion G. L. of Canada, 666 ; correspond- 
ence concerning: transfer of warrant, 
657-663 ; envelope covering warrant of, 
1847, 664 ; jew^els, permission to wear 
g^old instead of silver, 667 ; motto by 
which named, translation of, 655 ; offi- 
cers, 1848, 665 ; warrant, application for 
authority to work under, 1846, 657 ; war- 
rant, application for transfer of, 656 ; 
warrant, delay in receipt of, 663 ; war- 
rants, issues of, 641. 

Lodg^e No. 232, St. Thomas, G. R. I., his- 
tory of, 1853-55, 673 ; w^arrant, endorse- 
ment on, 674 ; officers, first, 673. 
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Lodgfe No. 323, G, R. I., Brantford, his- 

tory, 1853-5, 701. 
Lodge No. 359, G- R. I., St ratford, history , 

1855-58, 703 ; members, list of, 705 ; 

minutes, 1854-5, 704. 
London, sketch of, rS40, description, 41Q. 
L*Origfnal, location of, 586. 

Losing- (Mount Vermont, and Its Associ- 
ations)» extract concerning- George 
Washington's Masonic apron, 645, 

Lower Canada, connection with Scotch 
Masonry, 478 ; lodges contributing 
United G. L. of England, 1824, 55. 

Lloydtown, location of, 400. 

Ludford, Thomas, 455- 

M 

McAlpin, Rev, Harvey, expulsion of, 537- 
McAvoy, F. F. , store of. 587. 
McArthur, John, house of, Kingston, 325. 
Mb caulay, George, 352, 
Macaulay, S. , funeral of, 331. 
McCutcheon, Hy., rooms of, Hamilton, 
672. 

Macdonald, (Rt, Hon. Sir) John Alexander, 
340- 

MacOonell, Duncan, 293. 

McDowell, Capt., 169. 

McGilHvray, Donald, 158. 

McGillivray, Duncan, 158. 

McGilHvray, John, of Dunmaglas, 158. 

McGillivray, Simon, P.G.M. Upper Cana- 
da, advance to Prov. G. Lodge, 108; 
biography, 157; circular, 1825, to lodges, 
concerning action of the P. G. L. , 85 ; 
death, 160; extract from letter to John 
Dean, 1 826, complaining condition Craft, 
100; extract from letter concerning Ziba 
M. Phillips, 247; extract from report to 
G, M. England, concerning Ziba M. 
Phillips, 248; extract from report to G. 
M. England, concerning St. Andrew's 
Lodge, No. 1, York (Toronto), 256; 
fitness for position of P. G. M-, 20 ; 
719; instructions to Provincial Grand 
Secretaries first meeting P. G. L., 20; 
instructions to John Dean, concerning 
transmission of money and issuance of 
certificates, 35; interview with London 
delegates, 21 ; marriage, 160; letter of 
appointment to Ziba M. Phillips, 31 ; 
letter to James Fitzgibbon, concerning 
appointment Z. M. Phillips, 32 ; letter to 
John Beikie, 1825, containing instruc- 
tions as to duties of D. P.G.M. ,q5; letter 
to Duke of Sussex, G.M. England, 1826, 
concerning proposal for two Prov. G. 
Lodges, ri6; letter to Dr. Robt. Kerr, 
concerning case of Chris., Dan by, 30; 
letter to John Dean, 1826, concerning 
the issue of a dispensation to Leinster 
Lodge, No. 283, G.R.I., 691 ; letter to 
John Auldjo, 1837, appointing him 
D-P.G.M. of Upper Canada, 195; mem- 
ora-iidum concerning report on work of 
1822 sent to John Beikie, 97; memoran- 


dum for letter to John Beikie, 1825, 96; 
memorandum, 1831, concerning appoint- 
ment John Auldjo, 156; memorandum on 
Canadian Masonary, 1839, 198 ; mother 
lodge, 160; patent as P.G.M- of Upper 
Canada, 27; portrait, description of, 162; 
present meeting United G. L. of Eng- 
land, 1823,68; recognition of services by 
Grand Lodge of England, 99; report to 
Duke of Sussex on work in Upper Cana- 
da, 1822, resume of, 43; report to Duke 
of Sussex on work in Upper Canada, 
1822, 45 ; return to England, 1833, 55; 
residences, London, 119: residence, 158- 
160; resume of circular issued Oct. loth, 
1825, 119; statement concerning Royal 
Arch degrees, 57; visit to Canada, 1838, 
198; second, 100, 

McGillivray, W^m., 156, 1 58 ; death of, 
158, 162 ; present meeting United G. 
L. of England, 1823, 68. 

Macka3S Roderick, 172, 440. 

Mackenzie, W^m. Lyon, 373. 

MacNab, Sir Allan Napier, biograpliy, 
924 ; appointments as P.G.M. of Upper 
Canada under England and Scotland, 
929; appointment as P.G.M, Canada 
\Vest under England and Scotland, 478 ; 
death and funeral of, 927 ; first record 
of appointment as P.G.M., 218; initi- 
ation, 287 ; initiation, 928 ; Masonic 
connection, 928 ; obligation as P.G.M., 
objection to, 480-933 ; patent, 1844, as 
P.G.M., under Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land, 482. 

MacNab, the Laird of, 925. 

McPhail, Peter, 275. 

McTavish, Anne, 158. 

McXavish,. Simon, 158. 

Magill, Charles, 723. 

Maitland, village of, named, 238. 

Malloch, Geo \V., Brant ford, 701. 

Alansion House Hotel, London, 407. 

Maple, location of, 674. 

Market Lane Masonic Hall , Vork (Toronto), 
108, 273-274 ; agreement for sale of, 296; 
doubt as to the title held by St. Andrew's 
Lodge, No. I, 283, 287; lease of lot, 
1842, reports of committees, St. An- 
drew's Lodge, 289-290 ; resolution of re- 
moval from, by St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 
I, with report of committee, 294. 

Mars, David, extract from letter to John 
Dean, 1839, concerning warrant of Sus- 
sex Lodge, No. 3, Brockville, 318. 

Marsh, James, 454. 

Marsh, Robert, 454. 

Mason, Micah, 340. 

Masonic Arms Hotel, Vork (Toronto), 
302. 

Masonic Asylum, opinion of Simon Mc- 
Gillivray, concerning, 84 ; proposal for, 
80. 

** Masonic Chronicle and Grand Lodge 
Observer, " extract from issue of 20th 
June, 1857, showing action G. M. Eng- 
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land, in connection with Canadian Cra ft, 
790. 

Masonic Hall, Bath, arrangrements for 
erection of, 346 ; corner-stone laying-, 
348 ; description of, 354. 

Masonic Hall, Main street, Hamilton, 480. 

Masonic Journal, Haverhill, Mass., union 
of 1858, letter of Rob. Morris, concern- 

'"gr* 917- 

" MasonicObserver, ' London, Eng^., Beach, 
W. W., letter on Canadian question, 20th 
June, 1857,829; Canadian question, edi- 
torial, 2oth Dec, 1857, on, 851 ; Cana- 
dian situation, extracts issue of 20th 
June, 1857, on, 794, 795 ; Canadian ques- 
tion, editorial, 20th June, 1858, on, 885 ; 
recognition. Grand Lodge ^of Canada, 
proceedings G. L. of England, 20th 
March, 1859, in connection with, 918; 
recognition. Grand Lodge of Canada, 
proceedings G. L. England, in connection 
with, 922. 

Maxwell, Major-General Alexander, state- 
ment concerning Masonic Bible of 46th 
Regt., 651, 

Matheson, Alexander, 236. 

Matthews, Edward, London, funeral of, 
608. 

Matheson, W'illiam, house of, 423. 

Mead, John (Hug^han's Preface to Free- 
masonry in St. Helena), extracts con- 
cerning Minden Lodge, No. 63, G.R.L, 
580-582. 

Mears, Thomas, 586. 

Mechanics' Institute, London, 602. 

Meig-han, Robt., 366. 

Memorials, Ancient Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada to United Grand Lodge of England, 
846 ; Third Provincial Grand Lodge to 
Grand Lodge of England, first, 1850, 
529 ; second, 1853, 547 ; Grand Lodge 
of Canada to United Grand Lodge of 
England, 1855, asking for recognition, 
730 ; Third Provincial Grand Lodge to 
Grand Lodge of England, 1857, 780. 

Merrickville, petition from Craftpmen at, 
(Basil R. Church Walter McCrea, Col. 
McCrea, Gavin Russell), for removal of 
Rideau Lodg-e, No. 25, Burritt's Rapids, 
to Merrickville, 448- 

Methodist Episcopal Church, Bath, 353. 

MeyerhofFer, Rev. Phillip V., 524 ; appoint- 
ment as Grand Chaplain, 498 ; expulsion, 
534- 

Miller, David C, Batavia, N.V., 124-126, 

Millward, George, extract letter, 1829, 
concerning non-receipt of certificate, 153. 

Michig-an, Grand Lodge of, action at form- 
ation of G. L. of Canada, 729, 

Military lodges, estabhshment of, 577. 

Miller, Henry, 590. 

Minden, battle of, 578. 

Minden Lodge, The, No. 63, G.R I., his- 
tory, I 748- 1 850, 577; centennial, celebra- 
tion of, 583 ; charter members, 577 ; 
named, 580. 


Mittleberger's block, St. Catharines, 398. 
Minutes, form of entry proposed by Third 

Pro v. G. L., 493. 
Molson, Bro. — P.G.M. Lower Canada, 

156. 

Moore, Thos., 280, 29-^, 369. 
Morden, L P., 481. 

*' Morning Chronicle,'' London, Eng., obi- 
tuary Simon McGillivray, 160. 

Morning Star Lodge, Carleton Place, peti- 
tion for warrant endorsed, 216. 

Monro, George, 285. 

Montreal and William Henry, Grand Lodge 
of, circular concerning concessions to 
Canadian Craft, proposed by G. M. 
Grand Lodgfe of England, 850. 

Morgan, Henry, 702. 

Morgan, William, story of, 121 ; driver's 
statement concerning, 127 ; extract from 
Batavia newspaper concerning, 124; 
summary of trial for debt, 127 ; reasons 
for publishing Illustrations of Masonry, " 
124. 

Morris, Rob., statement concern nig Eli 
Bruce, 128. 

Mt. Moriah Lodge, No. 20, To wnshio of 
Westminster and Town of London, 
history, 1822-45, 4^4 ^ charter members, 
404; dormancy, 410; financial report, 
1836, 410; members, 411 ; meeting- 
places, 404, 406, 407 ; minutes, descrip- 
tion of, 405 ; officers, 412 ; record of re- 
vival P,G.L., 192. 

Muir, W. K., 670. 

Munro, Timothy, extract from newspaper 

concerning, 126. 
Murphy, Arthur, house of, Townsend, 

Murphy's Tavern, Townsend, 390. 
Murphy, William, Brantford, 701. 
Murray, Alexander, statements concerning 

Lodge No. 227, G.R.L, 645, 656. 
Murray, Hon. Thos., 640. 
Murry, Wm. G., 221. 
Myrick, Gardner, 192. 

N 

Neilson, Johnston, letter to Ziba M. Phillips, 
1839, concerning warrant for St. Fran- 
cis* Lodge, Smith's Falls, 212. 

New Vork, Grand Lodge of, act ion in con- 
nection with installation officers Grand 
Lodge of Canada, 728, 737. 

Niagara, U.C., meeting-places of Masonic 
lodges at, 312. 

Niagara Lodge, No. 4, Niagara, history, 
1822, 319. 

NichoHs, H. A., 454. 

Nicholson, Robt., protest against discip- 
line in Rideau Lodge, No. 25, Burritt's 
Rapids, 443- 

Niles, Wm., 192. 

Norfolk Lodge, No. 10, Simcoe, with- 
drawal from Third Provincial Grand 
Lods^re, 738. 

Norton, Charles, 464. 
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Xova Scotia» The Present State of (1784), 

extract from, 261. 
Nowlan, Mannv, house of, 224. 

O 

Ontario House (Welling-ton Hotel), Vork 
Toronto, 21, ^55-^59- 

Ouhnet's Hotei, Hawkesbury, 586. 

Odell, Joshua S., house of, 406. 

O'Owyer, Father, parish priest, London, 
correspondence concerning- children of 
D, Donnell, member St. John's Lodg^e, 
Xo. 209, G.R.I., 597-598. 

Olmstead, Reuben, funeral, 449. 

Olmstead, Rufus, letter to Barton Phillips, 
asking him to act as proxy for Rideau 
Lodge, No. 25, Burritt's Rapids, con- 
vention, 1842, (Phillips) 447. 

Ogilvie, Alex., 284. 

O'Neil, fohn, J92. 

O'Reilly, H. R., 4S1. 

Orr, A. B., Stratford, 703. 

Oshawa House (Richard Wood), 438- 

Osborne, John, biography, 942 ; Masonic 
connection, 942 ; statement concerning 
election first Grand Secretaries, Grand 
Lodge of Canada, 943 ; statement con- 
cerning portraits of Joseph and John 
Brant, 944. 

R 

Pahner, Col., 699. 

Patents, Fitzgibbon, Col. James, 28 ; Mc- 
Gilhvray, Simon, 27 ; MacNab, Sir Allan 
N'., as P.G.M. under Grand Lodge of 
England, 1844, 482 ; Phillips, Ziba AL, 
as P.O.P.G.M., 1822, 248. 

Paterson, Peter, 280. 

'* Patriot ' office, Toronto, 518. 

Patterson, David, 374. 

Patterson, Rev. R, Stewart, 643* 

Paul, Thomas, Toronto, 623. 

Perth, location of, 415. 

Petitions, Craftsmen of Merrickville, for 
removal of Rideau Lodg-e, No. 25, Bur- 
ritt's Rapids, to that place, 448 ; How- 
ard, Wm., to Union Lodg-e, Grimsby, 
1823, for initiation, 358 ; Leinster Lodge, 
No. 283, G.R.L, to Simon McGillivray , 
for amalgamation with St, John's Lodg-e, 
No, 5, 689 ; Provincial Grand Lodge 
(second) to the G.L. of Eng-land, asking: 
remission of fees and establishment of 
prov^incial registry, 142 ; Rideau Lodge, 
No. 25, Burritt's Rapids, to Ziba M. 
Phillips for warrant, 444 ; St, Francis' 
Lodge to Ziba M. Phillips for warrant, 
213 ; St. John's Lodge, Carleton Place, 
to G. L. of England for P. G. M. 1844, 
230 ; Union Lodge, No. 13, Tp. Rich- 
mond, for removal to Fredericksburgh, 

387- 

Peyton, Sir Robert, 578. 

Phillips, Barton, 203 ; appointed proxy for 
Rideau Lodge, No. 25, Burritt's Rap- 
ids, at convention, 1 842 ( Phillips), 447. 

Phillips, Mary Nettleton, 242. 1 


Phillips' National Hotel, Kingfston, loca- 
tion, 203- 

Phillips, Samuel S., 238 ; description of 
his father's experiences at Lundy 's Lane, 
239 ; statement concerning- his father 
Z. M. Phillips, 243. 

Phillips, Stephen Burritt, 242. 

Phillips, Ziba Marcus, action in 1842-1844, 
198-200, 250 ; appointment as P. D. P.- 
G.M., 29, 247 ; biography, 237 ; defence 
of action taken in 1842-44, 252 ; charg^e 
by P. G.L. in connection with action in 
1842, 485 ; children of, 242 ; entries in 
pass-book, 245 ; experiences in the war 
of 1812-14, ^39-240; funeral, 254 ; gazet- 
ted as Captain, 242 ; g^rave, location of, 
255 ; letter to Johnston Neilson, 1843, 
concerning warrant for St. John's 
Lodge, Carleton Place, 224 ; letter to 
Geo. L, Burritt concerning meeting- of 
P.G.L., 26th Dec, 1845, 210; letter to 
Rd. Watson, P.G. Sec, 1845, in reply 
to charge in connection with action, 
1845, 485 ; letter (extract) to Alexander 
Matheson, concerning- petition for war- 
rant at Kemptville, 237 ; Masonic con 
nection, 246 ; mother lodge, 238; patent 
of appointment as P.D.P.G.M., 248 ; 
portrait, description of, 246 ; reply to 
charges made by Third Provincial G, L, , 
21 f; reply to Johnston Neilson, 1839, 
concerning warrant for St« Francis' 
Lodge, Smith*s Falls, 213; residences, 

Phillips, Sr., Ziba Marcus, 237 ; grant as 

U.E.L., 238, 
Pilkingtori, Isaac, 275. 

Police office. King William St., Hamilton, 
459- 

Port Stanley, laying the foundation stone 
of new county buildingfs at, 611; location 
of, 617. 

Portal, Rev- Canon Geo. R., action on be- 
half of Canadian Craft, 1856, in G. L. 
of England, 744-754; appointment as re- 
presentative of P. G.L. of Canada West, 

1856, 776; motion for a return of number 
of meetings held of P.G.L. Canada 
West at which Sir A. N. MacNab had 
personally presided, 789-816; motion for 
the granting of privileges to P. G. L. 
Canada Wesst, discussion of, 746; motion 
to refer memorial from Canadian Craft, 

1857, to Colonial Board of G. L. Eng- 
land, 820; motion to adopt report Colon- 
ial Board, 1857, on Canadian situation, 
825 ; motion of non-confirmation of 
minutes G. L. England, relating to re- 
cogfnition G. L. of Canada W^est and dis- 
cussion thereon, 918. 

Post, George, hotel of, 435. 
Post, Jordan, 436. 
Powell, Grant, 173. 
Prevost (Privat), Louis, 285. 
Prevost, Sir George, report conduct Fitz 
gibbon at Beaver Dams, 169. 
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Press Hotel, Hamilton, 464, 

Price, Col. John, 640, 

Prideaux, General, death of, 641. 

Prince Edward Lodge, No. 19, township 
of HallowelU County of Prince Edward, 
history, 1822-30, 401; letter to Proxin- 
cial G. L., (undated), concerning^ dues, 
403- 

Probett's Tavern, London, 602. 

Provincial Grand Lodt^^e of Upper Canada 
(second), orgfanization and first meeting^, 
17; address Deputy Grand Master, 1822, 
64; annual meeting (eastern), Kingston, 
1827, 145 ; annual meeting (western), 
1827, York, 140; appointments, 1825, 83; 
attempted revival, 1842-45, 200 ; change 
of date first meeting, 21; circular con- 
cerning establishment of a Masonic 
Registry, 97; circular of Simon McGil- 
livray, concerning action P, G. L., 1825, 
85; circular to lodges, 1824, concerning 
fees, 74; circular, 1827, directing mourn- 
ing to be worn for Duke of York, 148; 
circular, signed by B. Turquand, 1827, 
concerning returns, 145; condition, 1828, 
150 ; divisions, eastern and western, 
system adopted, 1 10 ; dormancy, 1829, 
152; effort to establish Provincial Grand 
Warrant, 1836, London, with minutes, 
192 ; first circular issued by, 17; Grand 
architect appointed, 113; lodges, arrival 
of warrants from G. L. of Eng-land, 73 ; 
lodges on roll, 1825, 10 1 ; lodges repre- 
sented first meeting, 24 ; lodges, resume 
of w^ork by, 60, 70, 74, 120 ; meeting 
places, 106; meeting's, alternate, arrange- 
ment for, 85 ; meeting, second, 1823, 42 ; 
meeting, fourth, 1825,80; meeting', 1827, 
141 ; minutes, first meeting, 1822-5, min- 
utes, second meeting, 1823, 63-66 ; min- 
utes of special meeting, corner-stone lay- 
ing, 1824, Kingston, 73; 1825, 81; minutes 
of meeting, 24th Jul^^ 1826, 104 ; minutes 
meeting, 3Tst July, 1826, 105; minutes 
meeting, Aug. 2nd, 1826, 107 ; min- 
utes meeting, 7th Aug., 1826, i 08 ; 
minutes, 22nd Aug., 1826, eastern divi- 
sion, 112; minutes meeting, 30th Jul\% 
1827, 142 ; minutes meeting (eastern 
division), 1827, Kingston, 149 ; minutes 
of meeting, 24th Feb., 1842, Kingston, 
under Ziba M. Phillips, 203 ; minutes 
of meeting, 6th Feb., 1844, at Smith's 
Falls, 707 ; officers, roil of, app, 157 ; 
petition to G. L. of England, pre- 
paration of, 141 ; proposed recon- 
struction in 1837, 194 ; provincial fund, 
establishment of, 80 ; opinion Simon Mc- 
Gillivray concerning. 84 ; repay n. en t part 
McGillivray advance, 108 ; recommenda- 
tion for eastern and western divisions of, 
105 ; records, 1828, lack of, 151 ; sum- 
mons for first meeting, 19 ; summons for 
second meeting in 1823, 57; summons, 
1825, 80; summons annual meeting, 1826, 
103 ; sunmions, annual meeting, 1826, 


eastern division, 1 i i ; summons for an- 
nual meeting, 1828, at York (Toronto), 
151 ; summons for annual meeting, 1829, 
' 53 ? summons for meeting in 1842 issued 
by Ziba M. Phillips, 201. 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, 
accounts, 1851, arrangement for adjust- 
ment of, under Board of General Pur- 
poses, 534 ; action regarding infringe- 
ment of jurisdiction, 491-501 ; ball, 1848, 
under auspices of, Toronto, 515 ; Brock- 
ville Lodge, receipt of petition, 1855, 
571 ; by-laws amended, 521 ; by-laws 
for the regulation of the Board of 
General Purposes, adoption of, 503 ; 
Canada, G.L. of, intercourse forbidden 
wnth lodges of, 777 ; candid^ites under 
twenty-one, regulation concerning, 507 ; 
charge against Z. M. Phillips, in con- 
nection wMth liis action \n 1842 and de- 
fence, 485 ; charge, resolution concern- 
ing members under unmasonic, 507 ; cir- 
cular, 1846, signed by Rd. Watson, en- 
closing form of entr for minutes, pre- 
pared for guidance t Isubordinate lodges, 
493 * circular, 1847, concerning first 
Boiird of General Purposes and banners 
for subordinate lodges, 503 ; communica- 
tions, 1845, first, 479 ; 4th Nov., 1845, 
second, 484 ; 29th June, 1846, third, 488 ; 
special, 4th August, 1846, 492 ; fourth, 
i9lh Nov., 1846, 497 ; fifth, iith June, 
1847, 498 ; special, 13th August, 1847, 
502; iith Nov., 1847, 504; sixth, 15th 
and i6th June, 1848, 507 ; special, (cor- 
ner stone laying, St. Catharines), 30th 
Oct., 1848, 511 ; seventh, i6th and 17th 
Nov., 1848, 514 ; special, 9th April, 1849, 
(funeral of Richard Watson), 51 7 ; eighth, 
15th June, 1849, 520; ninth, 15th Nov., 
1849, 522 ; tenth, 6th June, 1850, 524 ; 
eleventh, 14th and 15th Nov., 1850, 527 ; 
twelfth, iith and 12th June, 1851, 532 ; 
special, (corner stone laying. Market 
House, Port Hope), 9th Sept., 1S51, 
535 5 thirteenth, i2lh Nov., 1851, 537 ; 
fourteenth, 9th June, 1852, 539; fifteenth, 
20th and 2 1st Oct., 1852, 541; sixteenth, 
20th May, 1853, 544; special (laying 
corner stone County Buildings, W^hitbyK 
30th June, 1853, 549; seventeenth, 29th 
Oct., 1853, 551; special (laying corner 
stone of Mechanics' Institute, Toronto), 
r7th April, 1854, 553; eighteenth, 9th 
IVIay, 1854, 5^1; nineteenth, 25th Oct., 

1854, 562; twentieth, loth and iilh May, 

1855, 567; s[iecial, Clifton House, Nia- 
gara, July, 1855, 570; twenty-first, 23rd 
October, 1855, 735; twenty-second, 21st 
May, 1856, 740; t wentj^-third, 23rd Oct., 

1856, 770; special (1^4 y in g corner stone Vic- 
toria Hall, Cobourg), 30th Oec, 1856,778; 
special (report conmiittee appointed to 
frame petition to England), 8th Jan., 

1857, 780; twenty-fourth, 30th June, 1857, 
799; correspondence with Grand Lodge 
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of Eng^land, 1857, concerning^ extension 
of privileges, 800; dissatisfaction con- 
cerning" issue of warrants by L. of 
Ireland, 563; dissolution, 830; district 
lecturers, appointment of, 507; Eng^land, 
G- L. of, reg-ret for action, 1856, 776; 
entered apprentice, reg-ulation concern- 
ing-, 504; farewell address to G. L. of 
Eng-land, committee to prepare, 840; 
fees, action concerning, 1851, 532; fees, 
reg-ulation of, 490; festivals : resolution 
concerning- celebration of, 527; regu- 
lation concerning-, 521; financial returns, 
1849, 524; 1850,532; 1854, 567; Grand I 
Chaplain, first appointment of, 49^* I 
P. Grand Secy., sala.ry of, 524; Grand \ 
Visitor, resolution to appoint, 490 ; grant ; 
for erection Masonic Temple, 565 ; hon- ! 
orary members, decision concerning, 
1851, 532; incorporation, decision to 
apply for, 500-502 ; independence, declar- 
ation of, 1857, 805; letter to Grand 
Secy., G.L. England, 1857, concerning: 
reply to memorial of same year, 791 ; 
lodges on roll, 1846-7, 506 ; lodges on 
roll, 1848, 510 ; lodg^es on roll, 1850, 531 ; 
lodges, 1852, 543; lodges, 1854, 566; 
lodg-es represented first meeting-, 481 ; 
lodges represented at last meeting^ of, 
832 ; memorials ; to G.L. Eng-land, 1850, 
first resolution concerning-, 525 ; 1S50, 
first to P. G.L. England, 529 ; 1852, reso- 
lution to transmit, 542 ; 1853, with letter 
from T. G. Ridout, 545 ; 1857, 780; 
lodg-es approving- of, 7S8 ; first meeting-, 
9th August, T845, 480, 482, 483 ; second, 
4th Nov., 1845, 487 ; minutes; third, 
29th June, 1846, 490,491, 492 : special, 
4th Aug-ust, 1846, 496 ; fourth, 19th 
Nov., 1846, 497 ; fifth, 11th and 12th ' 
June, 1847, 500-501 ; special, 13th Aug- 
ust, 1847, 503; half-yearly, i 1 th Nov., 
1847,505; sixth, 15th and i6thjune, 1848, 
507-508-509 ; special (corner stone laying 
St. Catharines), 30th Oi't., 1848, 511 ; 
minutes, seventh annual communication, 
16th and r7th Nov., 1848, 514, 516, 517 ; 
minutes, 1849, special meeting- (funeral 
Rd. Watson), 519; minutes, eighth an-' 
nual communication, 15th June, 1849, 
520 ; minutes, ninth annual communica- 
tion, 15th Nov., 1849, 522 ; minutes of 
eleventh communication, 14th and 15th 
Nov., 1850, 527-530 ; minutes, twelfth 
communication, iith and 12th June, 
1851, 532. 533, 534, 535 ; minutes of spe- 
cial communication ( laying^ corner stone, 
Market House, Port Hope), 9th Sept., 
1^51 ♦ 535 ; minutes of fourteenth com- 
munication, 9th June, 1852, 539, 540f 
541 ; minutes, fifteenth communication, 
20th and 2 1 St Oct., 1852, 541 ; minutes 
of sixteenth communication, 20th May, 
1853, 545 ; minutes of special meeting 
(laying^ corner stone Countv Buildings, 


Whitby), 30th June, 1853, 550 ; minutes, 
seventeenth communication, 29th Oct., 
»S53» 5511 552, 553 ; minutes of special 
meeting-, 17th April, 1854 (laymg: corner 
stone. Mechanics' Inst., Toronto), 554 ; 
minutes of eighteenth communication, 
9th May, 1854, 561 ; minutes, nineteenth 
communication, 25th Oct., 1854, 564 ; 
minutes of twentieth communication, 
loth and iith May, 1855, 568; minutes, 
twenty-first communication, 23rd Oct., 
1855, '736, 739. 744 ; minutes of special 
meeting- (laying^ corner stone, Victoria 
Hall), 30th Dec, 1856, Cobourg, 778 ; 
minutes, special meeting^ (report commit- 
tee appointed to frame petition to Eng"- 
land), 8th Jan., 1S57, 780 ; minutes, 
twenty-fourth communication, 30th June, 
1857, 799; last, 9th Sept., 1857, S39 ; 
Morg:an, Adolphus Fred.,g-rant to widow 
of, 540 ; motion to appoint delegates 
to form independent Grand Lodge, 571 ; 
non-intercourse with lodges of G.L. Can- 
ada rescinded, 800 ; New York, report 
on action in connection with installa- 
tion of officers, G. L. Canada, 737 ; 
officers, 1845-56, roll of, 950 ; period 
prior to revival, 1845, 476 ; proceeding's, 
resolution for issue in pamphlet form, 
564 ; proxies, decision of the Grand 
Lodg-e England regarding-, 499 ; rail- 
way jubilee, 1851, resolutions of thanks 
concerning^, 538 ; ' regalia, provision 
for, 533 ; report, 1856, concerning^ 
claims made by G.L. Canada, 741 ; re- 
ports of D.D.G.M.'s concerning:, 587, 
588, 589 ; representative. Grand, first 
appointment of, 549 ; representatives, 
exchang-e of, with Grand Lodg-e of New 
Vork, 552 ; resolution, 1856, concerning 
neglect of G.L. of Eng-land to acknow- 
ledge correspondence, 562 ; secession 
of lodg-es first, 738 ; summonses ; second 
communication, 484 ; third communica- 
tion, June, 1846, showing business to be 
done, 488 ; special, Aug-ust, 1846, 492 ; 
fifth, June, 1847, containing portion of by- 
laws, 499 ; Thistle Lodg-e, No. 19, Am., 
reference to dispute in a Masonic review, 
and action of third P. G.L. concerning, 
530 ; report on dispute concerning", 526 ; 
settlement of dispute concerning-, 528 ; 
warrants issued, 1846-7, 491, 506; 1849, 
524 ; from Unity Lodg^e, Whitby, and 
Harmony Lodge, Ivitley, receipt of, 
540 ; returned to Grand Lodg^e of Can- 
ada after union, 917 ; surrender of, 839; 
Wilkie, g-rant to, 527 ; work, effort to 
secure uniformity of, 521. 
Provincial Grand Master, provision con- 
cerning^, in case of death, 85. 
Proxies, decision of Grand Lodg-e of Eng- 
land reg-arding-, 499. 
Putnam, Joshua, 192. 
Putnam Wm., 192. 
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Rideau Lodg-e» No. 25, Bvirritt's Rapids, 
history, 1822-45, 439 ; action, 1842, in 
connection with attempted revival P. 
G-L., 446 ; dispensation (Phillips) 445 ; 
dormancyv 444 ; extract from minutes, 
1841, concerning- meeting- P.G.L,, 201 ; 
resolution appointing proxy for meeting- 
P.G.L., 1842, 203 ; extract minutes con- 
cerning meeting of Grand Convention, 
1844, Smith's Falls, 206 ; warrant, 1844 
(Phillips), 449. 

Randall, P.G.M., Grand Lodg-e of New 
Vork, 728. 

Raymond, ** Widow," house of, 455. 

Rea, Wm,, D.D.G.M., Ottawa District, 
1884, report concerning- St. John'sLodge, 
No. 159, G.R.I., 588. 

Read, Samuel, statement concerning fun- 
eral of Ziba M- Phillips, 254. 

Read's burying-ground, 253. 

*' Reg-ister, The American," letter from 
Ebenezer Bell, 1842, concerning- meeting 
P.G.L., 202 ; letter from B, Turquand 
and John Dean, concerning meeting P. 
G. L., 1842, 204. 

Regfistry, provincial petition for, 142 ; cir- 
cular concerning- establishment of, 97 ; 
Simon McGilliv^ray s opinion concerning-, 

85- 

Revell, Rev. Henry, IngersoU, 638. 
Re vers. Major James, funeral of, 598. 
Reynolds, Wm., 590. 

Richardson, Francis, appointment as Prov. 
G. Sec, 498 ; biography, 945 ; creden- 
tials as representative of St. John's 
Lodg-e, No. I, New York, to St. An- 
drew's Lodg*e, No. I, Toronto, 947 ; 
Masonic connection, 945 ; presided at 
meeting- of P.G.L., 487. 

Richmond, location of, 431. 

Richmond Lodg-e, No. 24, Richmond, his- 
tory, 1822, 431 ; correspondence concern- 
ing affiliation with Second Prov. G, L., 
( McGillivray), 431, 433; name, confused 
with other lodg-es of same, 434. 

Richmond Lodg-e, Richmond Hill, history, 
i824-3i» 453; meeting- place, 455; offi- 
cers, 1 83 1, 456. 

Richmond Mills, location of, 387. 

Ridout, Geo., petition received in St. An- 
drew's Lodg-e, No. I, 268; Initiation, 
269. 

Ridout, Thomas, 264, 934. 

Ridout, Thos. Gibbs, 158; appointment as 
Grand Treasurer, 80; appointment as 
Deputy P.G.M,, Third Provincial Grand 
Lodg-e, 1845, 4^3; biography, 934; extract 
letter to W. J. Kerr, 1842, concerning: 
warrant for Barton Lodg-e, 463; house of, 
270; initiation, 269; letter, accompanying- 
memorial to G. L. Eng-land, 1853, 548; 
Masonic connection, 935; petition receiv- 
ed in St. Andrew's Lodg-e, No. i, 268; 
presentation of plate by St. Andrew's 
Lodg-e, No. I, 291; proposal to recom- 


mend for appointment asP.G.M., 1845, 
banquet and addresses, 302; scroll de- 
posited in grave of, 939. 
Roberts, Charlotte, 184. 

Robertson, Henry, P.G.M. Canada, action 
concerning St. John's Lodge, No. 159, 
G.R.L, 590. 

Robinson, John, Brantford, 392. 

Robinson, Joseph, funeral of, 612. 

Robinson's (Robberson's) Hall, Brantford, 
392. 

Robinson Hall, London, 605. 
Rog-ers, Joseph, 284. 
Rolph, Dr., 373. 
Rose, Walter, 278, 368. 
Rossin, Marcus, 341 - 
Russell, Gavin, 21 8. 

S 

St. Andrew, lodges named, 255. 

St. Andrew's Lodge, No. i, York (Toron- 
to), history, 1822-45, 255; affiliation with 
third Provincial Grand Lodg-e, (MacNab), 
304; brief reference to, in letters of John 
Dean, James Fitzg-ibbon and Bernard 
Turquand, 37, 38, 39 ; extract from min- 
utes, 1831, showing proposal to petition 
G. L, of Kngland for appointment P.G. 
M., 155 ; extract from minutes, 1845, 
containing resolution to recommend 
Thos. Gibbs Ridout for appointment as 
P.G.M. , 209; by-laws, 267; charter mem- 
bers, 260 ; connection with St. Georg-e's 
Lodg-e, No. 9, 280 ; dispensation^ 265 ; 
dormancy, 278, 283 ; extract minutes, 
1834, concerning- appointment P.G.M., 
157; festivals celebrated, 272, 282, 285, 
287, 288, 291, 296, 298, 300, 301, 303 ; 
financial report, 1843, 297; furniture pur- 
chased, 301 ; lodge room rented to Prim- 
itive Methodist Congregation and the 
Mechanics' Institute, 281 ; lodge room 
rented to sing-ing society, 282 ; lodge 
room rented to John Dean's musical 
society, 284 ; Masonic Hall, arrange- 
ments made for erection of, 300 ; meet- 
ing places, 259, 269, 270, 273, 274, 282, 
-283, 304; members, 1822-1845, 3<^4~5 j 
MacNab, Sir Allan N., initiation of, 287; 
Market Lane Hall, agreement for sale of, 
296; Market Lane Hall, reports concern- 
ingf lease of lot, 289, 290; Market Lane 
Hall, 1843, report of committee on re- 
moval, 295; officers, first, 266; privileg-es 
granted to members of militia, 275 ; 
records, first, 255 ; request from city 
corporation to lay corner stone of new 
market, 1844, 300 ; resolution to accept 
lease from corporation, 290 ; resolution 
to erect Masonic Hall, 289; resolution to 
petition G. L. England for appointment 
P.G.M-, 281 ; revival, 1829, 278 ; reviv- 
al, 1840, 283; Ridout, Thos. G., presen- 
tation of plate to, with addresses and 
description, 291 ; Ridout, proposal to 
recommend for appointment as P.G.M., 
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banquet and presentation of address, 
302 ; Ridout, communication to G. L. 
Eng^land, concerning: transmission of 
dues, 395 ; Unity Lodg^e, Whitby, ap- 
peal froni, 293; W.M.'s, list of (1S22-45), 
305- 

St. Catharines, location of, 397 ; corner 
stone of Town Hall laid by P.G.L., 51 !• 
St. David's (Vau^han) Lodg^e, No. 236, 
G. R.I. , Nobleville (Maple), history, 1854- 
56, 674 ; afPliation G. L. Canada, 676 ; 
meeting, minutes of first, 675 ; members, 
677 ; warrant, petitioners for, 674. 
St. Francis' Lodge, Smith's Falls, history, 
1S37-45, 211 ; Masonic poetry, 218; 
meeting-places, 214-218; minutes first 
meeting-, 214 ; petition tar warrant, 213; 
recommendation of petition for Morning^ 
Star Lodge, Carleton Phice, 216. 
St. George's Lodg-e, No. 9, York (Toroii- 
to), history, 1825-29, 365 ; lodge room 
rented to the Baptist cong-regation with 
agreement for same, 374 ; jewels, sum 
paid for, 371 ; members, 377 ; meeting- 
place, 366 ; minutes first meeting", 366 ; 
mourning- for Ouke of Vork ordered, 
373 ; officers, 377 ; resolution to exclude 
Jonathan Hale, 368 ; settlement of af- 
fairs of R. A. Lodge, No. 16, 371-372; 
warrant, svirrender of, 376. 
St. George's Lodg^e, No. i 5, St. Catharines, 
history, 1822-45, 397 dormancy, 397 ; 
meetings-place, 397-8 ; officers, 1835, 
list P.M. s, 397. 
St. Georg-e's Cathedral, Kingston, 323. 
St, Georg-e's Episcopal Church, St. Cath- 
arines, 397. 
St. Helena, 20th Regt. at, 580-582 ; map 

of, showing Masons* Lodge, ^Sz. 
St. Hill, Phillips, 65Q. 

St. James' Cathedral of Toronto destroyed 
by fire, 517. 

St. John's Lodge, Carleton Place, histor3', 
1842-45, 222 ; application for warrant 
from Third P.CV.L. , -235; benevolence 
g-ranted, 235 ; discussion concerning" 
petition for P.G.M,, 2 2C)-2^a ; dispensa- 
tion, 225 ; festiv^ils celt^brated, 226, 228, 
230, 233, 234, 236; prlition to G.L. of 
England for P.G.M., 230 ; poem found 
in minute hook, 222. 

St. John's Lodge, No. 5, Kingston, histor^', 
1822-45, 320; ^iclioii concerning^ com- 
munication fn^m H^irton Lodg:e, w^ith 
reference to formation of P.G.L., 342 ; 
affiliation with Third Provincial Grand 
Lodge (M^icNab), 343 ; i-ircular, 1855, 
concerning pn^posjil to divide jurisdic- 
tion anti form P.G.L. of Canada East, 
573 ; corner stone Gaol and Court House 
laid with M^isonic honors, 324 ; dispen- 
sation, 321 ; dormancy, reason for, 
336 ; festivals, celebrations of, 322 ; ex- 
tract from minutes, showing intention 
to memorialize G.L. England, 155 ; 
extract fVom minutes, 1844, concerning- 


need for appointment of P.G.AL, 209; 
Ferns-Chestnut, case of, 329 ; objection 
to the pa3mient of rent by the P.G.L., 
j 331 ; officers, 344 ; Masonic Hall, effort 
to collect funds to erect, 324 ; meeting: 
places, 343 ; members, list of, 343 ; 
memorial to Grand Lodg-e of Eng-land, 
1844, 338; memorial to G. L. Engfland, 
resolution and reasons for a, 333, 334 ; 
recommendation for new lodgfe at 
Kingfston refused, 328 ; reorganization, 
'^43» 336 ; request to lay corner stone of 
new Episcopal Church, Kingfston, 327. 
St. John's Lodgfe, No. 11, Township of 
Haldimand, County of Northumberland, 
history, 1822-45, 37^ ♦ curious methods 
of keeping: accounts, 379 ; dormancy, 
379 ; members, 381 ; meeting: place, 380 ; 
re-org-anization, 380 ; sanction of the G. 
L. of Eng-land for removal to Cobourg, 
380. 

St. John's Lodg-e, No. i59,G. R.L, Hawkes- 
bury, history, 1844-88, 5S6 ; action at 
formation Grand Lodg*e of Canada, 
587 ; chapter in connection with, 586 ; 
meeting: place, 586-587 ; members, earl^-, 
586 ; removal to Vankleek Hill, 587 ; 
union with Plaintag-enet Lodge, No. 186, 
590. 

St. John s Lodg:e, No. 209, G.R.L, Lon- 
don, history, 1841-55, 591 ; affiliation 
G.L. Canada, 615 ; Carleton Place, re- 
commendation given to new lodg-e at, 
610 ; corner stone laying:, St. Paul's 
Church, 599 ; correspondeece concern- 
ing: warrant and installation, 59, 593 ; 
dispensation, 591 ; festivals, celebrations 
of, 611-614; financial report, 1848, 604; 
fines, 1842, list of, 595 ; Ingfersoll, instal- 
lation of officers of new lodg:e at, 6r i ; 
Ing^ersoll, recommendation for lodg:e at, 
609 ; installation in presence of E. A. 
Masons, t>o6 ; Masonic Hall, Thomp- 
son Wilson s offer for, 599, 603 ; 
Masonic Hall, proposals for, 612, 613 ; 
meeting: places, 592, 594, 60 1, 602, 604, 
605; members, list of, 616; officers, 617; 
patriotic fund, contribution to, 614 ; 
Port Stanley, assistance g-iven to new 
lodg:e at, 607, 609, 610; Prince Albert 
Lodg:e, application for recommendation 
of, 608 ; public school, laving corner 
stone of, 605; rent for lodgeVoom, 1842, 
amount of, 595 ; representative at G .L. 
of Ireland, appointment of, 598 ; Royal 
Arch warrant, decision to obtain, 59s ; 
St, Thomas, installation of officers, 
lodg-e at, 613; work, discussion concern- 
ing, 610, 

St. John's Lodge, No, 231, G.R.L, Hamil- 
ton, history, 1852-55, 668 ; affiliation G. 
L. Canada, 673; application of D. Mur- 
ray, '* thicker " and discussion thereon. 
671; jurisdiction, ruling: concerning-, 672; 
meeting places, 668-672 ; officers, first, 
668, 
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St. John's Lodg:e, No, 286, G.R.I., Vork 
(Orand River), history, 1851-55, 699 ; 
meeting- places, 699, 700 ; removal to 
Cayiig^a, 700. 

St. John's R. A. Lodg^e, No. 9, York 
(Toronto), history, 18^^-25, 361 ; amal- 
g-amation with St. Georg-e's Lodg^e, No. 
9, Vork (Toronto), 364; by-laws, portion 
363 dispensation, 361 ; meeting- 
place, 365 ; members, 1S24, list of, 364. 

St. PaiiTs Church, London, la\'ing" the cor- 
ner stone of, 599- 

St. Thomas, dedication of new Masonic 
Hall at, 807. 

Sawyer, Kdward, 127, 

Schofield, Peter, 417, 431 ; letter to John 
Dean, 1824, concerning- difficulties in 
True Britons' Lodgfe, 41 8. 

Schofield, W. A., Belleville, 431. 

Scobie, Hugrh, 2S4, 524. 

Scotland, Grand Lodg-e of, extract from 
minutes Quarterly Communication, 1856, 
concerning- formation Grand Lodg-e of 
Canada, 478 ; Grand Lodge of (Laurie's 
history), appointment of Prov. Grand 
Masters, 478. 

Secord, James, 168. 

Secord, Laura, 168. 

Seafield, Karl of, 184. 

Sewell, Charles, 380. 

Shearman, P., house of, 419. 

Shepherd, Wm., 656 ; letter to Col. Child, 
1847, concerning- the return of the war- 
rant of Lodg-e No. 227, G.R.L, 661; let- 
ter to G.S. G. L. Ireland, undated, which 
accompatiied memorial, 662 ; letter to 
G. L. Ireland, accompanying- applica- 
tion for warrant for Lodg-e, No. 227, 
G.R.L, 661 ; letter to G. Sec. G. L. of 
Ireland, 1848, concerning constitution of 
Lodge, No. 227, G.R.L, with list of offi- 
cers, 665 ; receipt for jewels of Lodg-e, 
No. 227, G.R.L, 657. 

Sheppard's Tavern, Yong-e St. , near Hog'g' s 
Hollow, 368. 

Sheldon, John, 127. 

Sherwood, Levius Peters, 271. 

Sherw^ood, Thos., funeral of, 318. 

Siddall, John, house of, 404. 

Smart, Rev. Wm., 29 ; appointment as D. 
P.G.M., 75; letter to John Dean, 1825, 
directing- him to call meeting-, P.G.L-, 
77 ; letter to Simon McGilHvraj', 1825, 
admitting- error in accepting- position 
D.P.G.M., 78; letter to Simon McGilli- 
vray, 1 825, . concerning- proceeding-s of 
P.G.L., 93. 

Smith, Sir Henry, 340. 

Smith, Mrs., daug-hter of Charles Dun- 
combe, 191. 

Smith's Falls, location, 211. 

South, Capt., address on installation as 
W.M. of the Minden Lodg:e, No. 63, 
G.R.L, 5«4. 

Sovereen, Morris, 40. 

Sovereig^n, S. S. , 945. 

62a 


Sparks, John, 280. 

Sphinx Lodg^e, No. 263, G.R.L, 20th Regt., 

Steele, T. O., house of, 587. 

Stephens, \\\ C, 671 ; rank of Past Grand 
Master conferred upon, 914. 

Sterns, \V. M., house of, 420- 

Stevens, Sr., Elder, 429. 

Strange, Maxwell Wm,, 340. 

Stratford, location of, 703. 

Stuart, Rev. Georg-e O'Kill, 169. 

Stuart, Major Donald, statement concern- 
ing Masonic Bible, 46th Reg^t. , 651. 

Sullivan, Hon. Robt. B., 284, 251 ; King-- 
ston, rejection of nomination as P.G.M. 
for Upper Canada, 217. 

Sumner, Abel, 405, 

Sumner, Wm., 405. 

Sussex Lodg-e, No, 3, Brockville, history, 
1822-45, 313 ; dormancy, 318, 319; Grand 
Visitor, action concerning' appointment 
of, 317 ; meeting-, minutes of first, 314 ; 
meeting--place, 319 ; members, list of, 
319 ; members, charter, 313 ; name, 
mistake in dispensation concerning-, 314; 
officers, 319 ; resolution to erect joint 
Masonic Hall and schoolhouse, 317 ; 
revival, 1839, effort for, 318, 

Swartz Tavern, Westminster, 406. 

Syracuse, N.V". , 237. 

T 

TafFord, Mrs., daug^hter of Charles Dun- 
combe, 191. 
Talbot, Kdward A., 40S. 

Taylor, David, D.D.G.M, Ottawa Dis- 
trict, 1888, extract report concerning- St, 
John's Lodg^e, No. 159, G.R.L, 589. 

Taylor, Jeremiah, house of, 702. 

Telfer, S. 284. 

Temple Lodg-e, No. 23, Beverley, history, 
» 823-45, 429- 

Temple Lodg-e, Guysboro, N.S., 263. 

Thews, Georg-e, house of, 436. 

Thistle Lodge, No. 19, Amherstburg-, set- 
tlement of dispute by Third P.G.L., 
526. 

Thorn, John, extractts from accounts of 

468; tavern of, 468. 
Thompson, David, 617. 

Thomson, Hug:h C, 153; letter, 1830, 
concerning^ minutes P. G.L., 1828-29, i53? 
proposal for alternate meeting-s P.G.L. , 
148. 

Thompson, William, Oakland, interview 

with, 394. 
Tin Cap, location of, 253. 
Tisdale, Fitzgerald, 545, 549- 
Tisdall, F. D., 843; letter to P. G. L. , 

Canada West, 1853, concerning- ex- 

chang-e of representatives, 552. 
Tolbert, Robt., fimeral of, 338. 
Town send, R. H., appointed special ag-ent 

of Third P.G.L. at London, 572; action 

in 1856, 743. 
Tremayne, Rev. Francis, 226. 
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True Britons' Lodge, No, 21, f*erth, his- 
tory, 1822-45, 4^5? correspondence con- 
cerninj<- dispensation, 415, 416; dispen- 
sation, 416; invitation to lay corner stone 
of new g-aol, 424; meeting- places, 4'7» 
419, 420,421, 422, 423, 424, 425; record 
of John Auldjo's visit to Canada, 423; 
visit from James Fitzg-ibbon, 418. 

True man, John, 619. 

Tucker, Phillip C, G. M., G. L. of Ver- 
mont, 814; communication on Canadian 
situation, 1857, published in Masonic 
Observer," 795; extract from letter to 
G- L, Canada, in acknowledgement of 
rank conferred, 905. 

Tullamore, Lord, initiation, 287. 

TuUy, Kivas, 531; affiliation with King- 
Solomon's Lodge, No. 222, 624; ap- 
pointment as representative G. L. Can- 
ada near G. L. Ireland, 905; motion for 
independence, 1853, 552- 

Turkey Point (Port Norfolk), 383. 

Turquand, Bernard, biog-raphy, 181 ; ac- 
tion concerning" P. G, L. of 1842, 204; 
circular to lodges, 1826, to take up new 
warrants, 103 ; extract from letter to 
John Oean, 1822, showing- issue of dis- 
pensation to Lodge, No. 26, Tovvnsend, 
(No. 14), 388 ; extract letter to John 
Dean, 1825, referring; to work as P.G.S, , 
and dispensation issued, 100 ; letter to 
John Dean concerning^ dispensations 
issued, 1822, 38 ; letter to John Dean, 
1823, requesting attendance meeting- 
P.G.L-, 58; letter to John Dean, 1825, 
concerning- appointment Rev. \Vm. 
Smart, 77; letter to Simon McGillivray , 
1826, referring* to appointment of P, G. 
Architect and D, P. G.M*, 114; letter to 
John Beikie, enclosing proceeding's 
annual meeting" P. G. L. , 1828, 151 ; 
Masonic connection, 181 ; opinion, posi- 
tion of Prov. G. Secy., 76 ; reply to John 
Beikie, 1828, concerning- delay payment 
of advance made by Simon McGillivray, 
151 ; reply to John Dean, 1839, concern- 
ing warrant of Sussex Lodg-e, No. 3, 
Brockville, 319; voted £50^ 80. 

Turquand, John, 181. 

Turton's building's (Lanab's Hotel), To- 
ronto, 295, 489. 

Tyrone Inn, Toronto, 619, 622. 

Twentieth Regiment, history of, 577 ; 
colors, description of, 578. I 

JJ 

Union of the Canadian Craft, articles 
of, with amendments, 835 ; ceremony 
of, 907 ; consummation of, 896 ; dis- 
cussion of, 806-808, 830 ; letter of W. 
M. Wilson to Francis Richardson, 1857, 
urgfing', 808 ; medal, 918; minutes meet- 
ings committee of officers of Grand 
Lodg-e of Canada for consideration of, 
880-882 ; proposed preamble and resolu- 
tionSy proposed by deleg-ates to G. L< of 


Canada and ancient G. L. for settlement 
of, 882 ; renewal of neg-otiations for, 
879 ; report of joint committee from 
P.G.L. Canada West and G. L. Canada, 
to arrang^e for, 833 ; resolutions passed 
by G. L. of Canada in favor of, 834 ; 
resolutions passed in P. G. L. of Canada 
West, favoring, 810, S33 ; Wilson, W. 
M., paragraphs from address of, 1857, 
concerning, 813, also, 1858, 903. 

LTnion Lodge No. 13, Township of Rich- 
mond, Coimty of Lennox, history, 1822- 
45> 3^7 ; petition for removal to Frede- 
ricksburgfh, 387. 

Union Hall, Dunnville, 684. 

Union Lodg-e No. 8, Grimsby, history, 
1822-27, 357 = meeting: place, 359 ; mem- 
bers, 360 ; warrant from Eng^land, re- 
ceipt of, 359. 

Union Lodg-e No. 17, Township of Ancas- 
ter. County of Wentworth, 400. 

* * United Empire Loyalist, Dec. 29th, 1827, 
account of celebration festival St. John 
the Evangelist by St. Georg-e's Lodg-e, 
No. 9, York (Toronto), 375. 

L^nited Lodge No. 16, Township of Mur- 
ray, County of Northumberland, history, 
1822-45, 398 ; warrant, 39S ; removal to 
Cram ah e, 399. 

Unity Lodg-e, Whitby, history, 1822, 434 ; 
appeal to St. Andrew's Lodge No. 1, 
Toronto, concerning election and sut>- 
sequent action of W.M., 1841, 437-43S ; 
meeting^ places, 435, 43^^ 43^. 

Upper Canada, Bank of, 935. 

L^pper Canada, *' Pretended " Bank of, 
39- _ 

Upper Canada, condition Craft 1837, ^94 • 
condition Craft 1825-6, 100 ; condition of 
roads, 1826-30, 145 ; first novel publish- 
ed in, 73 ; lodges, resume of work after 
1822, 154 ; lodg'es, resume of work, 1827, 
150 ; lodges, resume of work, 1825, 102 ; 
lodg'es, 1826, resume of work, 120 ; 
lodg'es contributing to United G. L. of 
England, 1823, ? lodg'es, on roll of 
Pro. G. Lodg-e, 1825, 10 1 ; lodg'es, 1828, 
condition, 152 ; g-overning' bodies prior 
to formation of Grand Lodg^e of Canada, 
717 ; perplexing: notations of lodg'es, 95; 
proposal to have two P. Grand Lodg'es, 
114; transportation in 1822, 21. 

V 

Va.n Cleve, Capt. James, 131 ; extract 
concerning- William Morg'an, from book 
of, 133- 

Van Cleve, Erin, 131. 

Van Cleve, Mrs. Harriett, 133 ; extract 

from letter of Thurlow Weed to, 134. 
Vankleek Hill, 586. 
Vaug'han, Col. John, 641. 

Victoria Lodg-e, Townships of Lansdowne 
and Yonge, Co. of Leeds, history, 1842, 
220 ; dispensation, 220 ; meeting--place» 
221. 
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Vittoria, location of, 382. 

W 

Wall, Arthur, house of, Smith's Falls, 
214. 

WalHs, Thos., 367 ; statement concerning- 
visit of Wm. Morg-an to Lodg-e No. 16, 
362 ; statement concerning- St. Georg-e's 
Lodg^e, No. 9, Vork (Toronto), 377. 

Warrants, Rideau Lodg"e, No, 25, Burritt's 
Rapids, 1844, from Ziba M. Phillips, 449; 
United Lodg^e, No. 16, Murray, from 
Second Prov. Grand Lodge {McGilli- 
vray), 398 ; Lodg-e, No. 14, Townsend, 
1822, from Second Provincial G- L. 
(McGillivray), 389 ; Leinster Lodg^e, No, 
283, G.R.I., from G. L. of Ireland, 
182 1 , 685. f 

Warren, John B., 435. 

Washburne, Mrs., of Toronto, 174. 

Washingfton, Gen. Geo., initiation of, 644; 
Masonic apron, 645 ; Masonic connec- 
tion, 645. 

Waterous, C, H. Brantford, 701, 

Watson, Richard, 280, 371, 481, 484 ; fun- 
eral of, 517 ; newspaper accounts of fun- 
eral, 518. 

Weed, Thurlow, letter (extract) to Mrs. 
Harriett VanCleve, 134 ; statement con- 
cerning: Wm. Morgan, 124. 

Webster, Cornelius, 481 ; statement con- 
cerningf meeting- place Barton Lodg-e, 
470 ; statements concerning- Sir Allan 
MacNab's notification of his appoint- 
ment as P.G.M. of Upper Canada, 930. 

Weller, W. H., 524. 

Welling-ton Lodg-e, No. 238, G. R.I., Dunn- 
ville, history, 1854-5, 682 ; meeting- place, 
684 ; meeting-, minutes of first, 683. 

Welling-ton Building's, Toronto, 623. 

W^elling-ton Persevering- Lodg-e, No. 20, L. 
Canada, 432. 

West, Bartholomew, 643. 

Western Assurance building, Toronto, 628, 
632. 

Western Light Lodg-e, No. 18, Lloydtown, 
Township of King^, history, 1822-45, 
400. 

White, Wm., G. Sec'y G.L. of England, 
extract from letter to Simon McGillivray, 
enclosing- list of U. C. contributing^ lodg-es, 
68. 

Whitney, John, Rochester, N.Y. , 124, 127, 
128, 129; extracts from statement con- 
cerning- Wm. Morg^an, 129, 130. 

Whyte, Col. John, 641. 

Widmer, Dr., Christopher, 270, 

Wilkes, Geo. S., Brantford, 701. 

Willis, John, Sec'y pro tem,^ Lodg-e of Con- 
cord, 352. 

Wilson, Adam, 524. 


Wilson, Thompson, offer for Masonic Hall, 
London, 599, 603. 

Wilson, William Mercer, 158, 481, 513; 
addresses as G. M., 760, 812, 90T ; elec- 
tion as Grand Master G. L. of Canada, 
726 ; first time to preside meeting- P. G.L,, 

520 ; letter to Francis Richardson, 1857, 
concerning^ union of the Craft, 808 ; 
notice of resolution for Masonic, division 
of Upper Canada, 569; Toronto, 1855, 
visit to, 807 ; work during- 1857 in juris- 
diction, 806. 

Wiltsie, Benoni, 426. 

Wolfe, General James, S7^- 

Wood, Thos. L., letter, ^ 824, to W. M. Ad- 

dington Lodge, No. 7, 347. 
Woodbury, Edwin, Stratford, 703. 
Work, effort to secure uniformity of, 509, 

521 ; resolution to determine correct 
mode of, 569, 

Worthington, A., Brantford, 701. 
Wrigrht, J., 659. 

W^rig*ht, James Robinson, letter to John 
Dean, 1825, concerning^ Canadian war- 
rant for Leinster Lodg-e, No. 283,G.R.L, 
689; letter to John I3ean, 1826, enclos- 
ing: warrant of Leinster Lodg-e, No. 283, 
G.R-L, 690 ; letter to John Dean, 1826, 
concerning- request of G.L. of Ireland 
for the return of warrant and minute 
books of Leinster Lodge, No, 283,G. R.I. , 
^95- 

Wright, Robert, funeral, 473. 

Y 

Yard ington, Hy, , Brantford, 70 
Yeo, Sir James, 395. 

York, Frederic, Duke of, death of, 147. 

■ 

Zetland, Earl of, G.M. United Grand 
Lodg-e of Engfland, communication made 
4th June, 1856, on Canadian case, 746 ; 
concessions to P. G.L. Canada West, 
1857, proposed by, Soo ; communication, 
made 3rd Sept., 1856, on Canadian case, 
749 ; Canadian Craft, permission given 
to refer to Colonial Board communica- 
tions from, 777 ; Canadian Craft, address 
to G.L. of England, 4th March, 1857, 
showmg^ proposed concessions for, 817 ; 
recog-nition of Grand Lodg^e of Canada 
West, advocation of, 885 ; correspond- 
ence, 1858, with T. Douglas Haring^ton, 
on Canadian situation, 891-893 ; acknow- 
ledg-ment of resig-nation of T. Dougflas 
Haring-ton, 856. 

Zetland-Wilson ag-reement concerning: 
Canadian Craft, 922. 

Zimmerman, Samuel, funeral of 807. 

Zims, Christopher, funeral, 322. 



